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6pm, Tuesday 20 October 2026
Melbourne City Conference Centre,  
190 Little Lonsdale St, Melbourne  
and streamed online
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 �����������������������������������������
������

RSVP ESSENTIAL

Please confirm by Tuesday 13 October 
via vnpa.org.au/agm-2026    
or email support@vnpa.org.au 
or phone Lucy (03) 9341 6506

Reflections of 20 years at VNPA
Having recently announced his 
retirement, this year’s AGM will feature 
a special presentation from Executive 
Director Matt Ruchel, who’ll take a look 
at some highlights from almost 20 years 
with VNPA.  He’ll cover key campaign 
victories and important memories, as 
well as looking at how the organisation 
has grown and acknowledging the 
dedicated people that made all of this 
work possible.  
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orchids and other wildflowers burst forth in colour, including 
�o�†�u���1�o�ˆ�;�u���v�|�-�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�-�|���u�;�]�b�o�m�7���|�_�;�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7�����-�m�7�‹��
�"�r�b�7�;�u�����u�1�_�b�7�:����

In this issue, we ponder the state of nature as we head into 
�-�m���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m�7���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;���‰�o�u�u�‹�b�m�]���v�r�u�;�-�7���o�=���0�b�u�7���=�t�†�7���7�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u��
�_�o�‰���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v���-�u�;���†�v�b�m�]���-�������(���	�J�;�u�-���1�t�-�†�v�;���|�o���-�ˆ�o�b�7��
scrutiny in nature projects, and delve deeper into the Four 
Corners exposé of loophole logging across Bass Strait. 
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�
�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|
go for a wander in a grassy wonderland, and learn about 
fascinating research into threatened orchids. 
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���v�����-�|�|���r�u�;�r�-�u�;�v���=�o�u���u�;�|�b�u�;�l�;�m�|�7�������‰�-�m�|���|�o���r�;�u�v�o�m�-�t�t�‹���|�_�-�m�h��
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He leaves behind an incredible record of wins for nature 
that we are deeply proud of.  
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for the future of nature in Victoria. Until then, enjoy the 
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IS AT RISK EXPLAINS 

SHANNON HURLEY, 
�����$�&�!�����������"���!�(���$��������

CAMPAIGNER

A �v���o�=���|�_�;���|�b�l�;���o�=���r�u�b�m�|�b�m�]�7���|�_�;�u�;��
�_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���l�†�t�|�b�r�t�;���1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7��

cases of avian influenza in wild birds 
across the state, including south-west 
Victoria, Apollo Bay and Western 
Port Bay, with cases at Clyde and 
Phillip Island. Crested Terns have 
been affected, along with the first 
�1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7���1�-�v�;���b�m���-�����b�|�|�t�;�����;�m�]�†�b�m�:��

�"�;�-�0�b�u�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�0�b�u�7�v���P�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]��
�7�†�1�h�v�7���]�;�;�v�;�7���v�‰�-�m�v�7���]�†�t�t�v�7���|�;�u�m�v���-�m�7��
�r�;�m�]�†�b�m�v�Q���-�u�;���-�|���l�†�1�_���_�b�]�_�;�u���u�b�v�h��
of contracting and spreading highly 
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�$�_�-�|�=�v���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�t�‹���1�o�m�1�;�u�m�b�m�]���=�o�u��
Western Port Bay, where thousands 
of birds rely on the bay and its 
�‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v�:�����m�7���|�_�b�v���b�v�m�=�|���f�†�v�|���-��
�0�b�u�7���1�u�b�v�b�v�7�����”���•���1�-�m���-�t�v�o���_�-�ˆ�;��
�7�;�ˆ�-�v�|�-�|�b�m�]���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�m���l�-�u�b�m�;��
�l�-�l�l�-�t�v���t�b�h�;���v�;�-�t�v�7���‰�b�|�_���7�o�t�r�_�b�m�v���-�m�7��
�‰�_�-�t�;�v���-�t�v�o���-�|���u�b�v�h�:��

Western Port Bay on alert 
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�l�o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���u�;�=�†�]�;�v�:�����|�v��
�‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;���_�o�l�;���|�o���u�”���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���0�b�u�7���v�r�;�1�b�;�v�:�����|�v��
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dolphins. 
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Port Bay are considered at very high 
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• ���t�-�1�h���"�‰�-�m�v

• Cape Barren Geese

• Short-tailed Shearwaters

• Little Penguins 

• ���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���
�†�u���"�;�-�t�v����

• �
�-�b�u�‹���$�;�u�m�v��

• Pacific Gulls 
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�����]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;���b�v���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�‹�7��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���-���ˆ�-�1�1�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���=�o�u��
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�v�|�;�r�:�����†�|���‰�;�=�u�;���1�o�m�1�;�u�m�;�7���-�0�o�†�|��
all the other wildlife that could be 
�b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7�:��

We need strong support for frontline 
wildlife responders. And we need to 
give wildlife the best possible chance 

by reducing other pressures, including 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���7�†�1�h���_�†�m�|�b�m�]�:��

How you can help 
���=���‹�o�†���=�b�m�7���-���v�b�1�h���o�u���7�;�-�7���‰�b�t�7���0�b�u�7���o�u��
�-�m�b�l�-�t�7���r�t�;�-�v�;�9��

• ���ˆ�o�b�7���1�o�m�|�-�1�|���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t���-�m�7��
its surroundings. 

• �!�;�1�o�u�7 what you see — photos can 
help. 

• �!�;�r�o�u�|���b�|���|�o���	�����������o�u���|�_�;��
���l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹�����m�b�l�-�t���	�b�v�;�-�v�;�����o�|�t�b�m�;��
�o�m���•�v�•�•���u�•�”���v�v�v�:��

Report an incident when you find any 
of the following: 

• �����1�t�†�v�|�;�u���o�=���=�b�ˆ�;���o�u���l�o�u�;���v�b�1�h���o�u���7�;�-�7��
wild birds of any species. 

• ���m�‹���v�b�m�]�t�;���v�b�1�h���o�u���7�;�-�7���‰�b�t�7���v�;�-�0�b�u�7�7��
waterbird, shorebird or bird of prey. 

• ���m�‹���v�b�m�]�t�;���v�b�1�h���o�u���7�;�-�7���l�-�u�b�m�;��
�l�-�l�l�-�t�7���v�†�1�_���-�v���-���v�;�-�t�7���v�;�-���t�b�o�m���o�u��
dolphin.  

Bird flu spreading across Victoria

�.  �. All native orchids in Victoria flower in Spring. True or 
false?

�.  �. How many different species of orchids live in 
Victoria? 

a. 10  b. 117 
c. 447 d. Over 600

�.  �. How many orchids in Victoria are threatened with 
extinction? 

a. 0   b. 40 
c. 150  d. Over 200 

�.  �. Name three threats that orchids in Victoria face. 

�.  �. All orchids in Victoria grow on the ground. True or 
false?

�.  �. How do orchids in Victoria go about getting 
pollinated? 

a. Attract pollinators with delicious nectar or pollen 
b. Food deception (pretend to have delicious 

rewards) 
c. Sexual deception (pretend to be a female 

pollinator) 
d. They pollinate themselves 
e. All of the above 

�.  �. How many flowers do Victorian orchids have on 
their stems? 

a. Just 1   
b.  Between 1 and 10 
c. Between 1 and 100   
d.  Between 1 and 1000

�.  �. Which of these is NOT a type of Victorian orchid? 

a. Koala 
b. Donkey 
c. Mosquito 
d. Spider 

�.  �. True or false, all Victorian orchids rely on mycorrhizal 
fungi to survive? 

��.  ��. Which of these orchids have no leaves? 

a. Potato orchids 
b. Hyacinth orchids
c. Lizard orchids 
d. Elbow orchids 
e. All of the above 

�
�;�;�t�b�m�]���‰�o�u�u�b�;�7�7�� 
sad or over-
�‰�_�;�t�l�;�7�5��
�+�o�†�=�u�;���m�o�|���-�t�o�m�;�:��

Watching wildlife we love 
�1�o�l�;���†�m�7�;�u���|�_�u�;�-�|���1�-�m���0�u�b�m�]���†�r��
sadness, anger, fear and even 
�]�u�b�;�=�:���$�_�;�u�;�=�v���-���m�-�l�;���=�o�u���|�_�b�v�9��
ecological grief. 

���|�=�v���o�h�-�‹���|�o���|�-�h�;���-���0�u�;�-�h���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�m�;�‰�v�7���v�r�;�m�7���|�b�l�;���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���-�m�7���|�-�t�h��
to people who understand. Grief 
and hope can exist alongside each 
other. We can hold both at the 
�v�-�l�;���|�b�l�;�:��

Caring about nature can be 
�_�;�-�ˆ�‹�7���0�†�|���b�|�=�v���-�t�v�o���‰�_�-�|���0�u�b�m�]�v��
�†�v���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���-�m�7���l�o�|�b�ˆ�-�|�;�v���†�v���|�o��
protect it. 

�)�;���7�o�m�=�|���_�-�ˆ�;���|�o���1�-�u�u�‹���b�|���-�t�o�m�;�:��

Answers on p.24

ParkWatch Orchid Quiz with Meghan Lindsay

�Ç Little Penguins, Phillip Island/Millowl, Bunurong Country | M KUHN/FLICKR

Find more information Find more information 
on bird �uon bird �u

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
bir d-�u -in-victoriabird-�u-in-victoria

�Ç�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���)�b�m�;�J�t�b�r�r�;�7���"�r�b�7�;�u�����u�1�_�b�7�v (Caladenia oenochila)  | 
MEGHAN LINDSAY 
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���t�-�v�|�b�m�]�7���1�-�v�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�-�1�h�v�t�b�7�b�m�]���-�v���m�-�|�†�u�;��
heads into an election

�$�b�l�;���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���m�o�‰��
run out. The new Public Land Act, 
�‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���‹�;�-�u�v���b�m���|�_�;���l�-�h�b�m�]�7��
�‰�b�t�t���m�o�|���u�;�-�1�_���r�-�u�t�b�-�l�;�m�|���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���]�o�;�v���b�m�|�o���1�-�u�;�|�-�h�;�u���l�o�7�;��
�=�o�u�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u�=�v���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m�:��

�$�_�;���o�|�_�;�u���r�-�u�h�v���b�m���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|��
�_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���v�b�m�1�;���‘�•�‘�•���-�m�7��
�m�o�‰���|�_�;�‹���1�-�m�=�|���0�;���1�u�;�-�|�;�7���ˆ�b�-���m�;�‰��
�t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m���|�_�b�v���|�;�u�l�:�����m�o�|�_�;�u���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_��
would be to use a path through the 
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 or 
�v�b�l�b�t�-�u�7���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�o�†�t�7���-�t�t�o�‰���|�_�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;��
to be delivered rather than deferred. 
�$�_�b�v���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���-���t�†�b�1�h���]�-�Œ�;�|�|�-�t���u�-�|�_�;�u��
than legislation. It can, however, be 
�f�†�v�|���-�v���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���†�m�7�o�m�;�:����

A new Public Land Act could always 
�0�;���b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�;�7���t�-�|�;�u�7���0�†�|���o�=���1�o�†�u�v�;���b�|��
depends on who wins the election.  

The steep slippery slope of 
by-products  
Largely out of the blue in early May 
�‘�•�‘�u�7���|�_�;�����t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�;�t�;�-�v�;�7���-��
�"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�����‹�J���u�o�7�†�1�|�v���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:�����|��
effectively creates a loophole for a new 
�=�o�u�l���o�=���b�m�1�;�m�|�b�ˆ�b�v�;�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���-�m�7���t�-�m�7��
clearing, with fewer protections than 
the industry it replaced, and no public 
consultation. 

���|�=�v���m�o�‰���1�t�;�-�u���|�_�-�|���|�_�;���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹��
�_�-�7���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���b�7�;�-�:���$�_�;���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m��
�r�o�t�b�1�‹���r�t�-�|�=�o�u�l���o�=���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���
�o�u�;�v�|��
���u�o�7�†�1�|�v�����v�v�o�1�b�-�|�b�o�m���P�(�
�����7���‰�_�o���‰�;�u�;��
�-�t�v�o���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�;�7���o�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�]�v��
�
�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹���$�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m�����l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m��
�!�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�����u�o�†�r�Q�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�v���-���1�-�t�t���=�o�u���-��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���<�l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m���-���=�o�u�l�-�t���0�‹�J
products policy to ensure hardwood 
�=�u�o�l���=�†�;�t���0�u�;�-�h�v�7���‰�b�m�7�|�_�u�o�‰���-�m�7��
�_�;�-�t�|�_�‹���=�o�u�;�v�|���l�-�b�m�|�;�m�-�m�1�;���b�v���†�|�b�t�b�v�;�7��
�|�o���b�|�v���_�b�]�_�;�v�|���-�m�7���0�;�v�|���†�v�;�:�=��

�$�_�b�v���l�b�u�u�o�u�v���|�_�;���t�-�m�]�†�-�]�;���†�v�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�7���o�u���b�v���b�|���|�_�;���o�|�_�;�u���‰�-�‹��
�u�o�†�m�7�5�����|�=�v���-���v�|�;�;�r���-�m�7���v�t�b�r�r�;�u�‹���v�t�o�r�;��
�0�-�1�h���o�m���|�_�;���u�o�-�7���|�o���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|��
�t�o�]�]�b�m�]�7���-�m�7���o�m�;���‰�_�b�1�_���b�v���t�-�1�h�b�m�]���]�†�-�u�7��
rails.  

Victorians were told native logging was 
over, but the chainsaws and logging 
�l�-�1�_�b�m�;�v���m�;�ˆ�;�u���u�;�-�t�t�‹���t�;�=�|�8���|�_�;�‹���f�†�v�|��
re-branded. Greater Gliders, Brush-
tailed Phascogales and the forest 
giants they depend on deserve better 
than having their protection quietly 
�|�u�-�7�;�7���-�‰�-�‹�:�����†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���m�o��
independent oversight, no enforceable 
standards, and no transparency about 
�|�_�;�v�;���<�=�b�u�;���r�u�;�r�-�u�-�|�b�o�m�=���o�r�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���v�†�1�_��
�-�v���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1���=�†�;�t���0�u�;�-�h�v�7���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�u�;�;�v�7��
�-�m�7���1�t�;�-�m���†�r���-�=�|�;�u���v�|�o�u�l�v�:����

�)�;�]�ˆ�;���v�;�;�m���|�_�;���7�-�l�-�]�;���1�-�†�v�;�7��
by these operations across the 
�v�|�-�|�;�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]�v�7��
�)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]���-�m�7���+�-�u�u�-���!�-�m�]�;�v��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:�����o�u�;���b�v���o�m���|�_�;���1�-�u�7�v��
�‰�b�|�_���†�r���|�o���u�7�•�•�•���h�l���o�=���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���t�-�m�7��
�1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���=�†�;�t���0�u�;�-�h�v�:��

�$�_�;���r�u�o�0�t�;�l���b�v���|�_�-�|���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v��
�7�o�m�=�|���l�-�h�;���0�‹�J�r�u�o�7�†�1�|�v�:�����o�]�v���-�u�;���r�-�u�|��
�o�=���|�_�;���;�1�o�v�‹�v�|�;�l�:�����m�b�l�-�t�v���t�b�h�;�����u�†�v�_�J
tailed Phascogales use logs to travel 
�v�-�=�;�t�‹���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���=�t�o�o�u�:���
�†�m�]�b��
�]�u�o�‰���o�m���|�_�;�l�:���)�b�|�_�o�†�|���|�_�;�l�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
and new seedlings are exposed 
�|�o���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���t�b�h�;���=�o�Š�;�v�7���1�-�|�v��
�-�m�7���7�;�;�u�:���$�_�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���=�-�t�t�;�m���-�m�7��

�_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�u�;�;�v���=�u�o�l���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7��
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;���0�o�|�_���=�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹���t�b�v�|�;�7���-�v����
�<�r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�;�v�=���|�o��
a range of wildlife under state nature 
law (Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act), 
but this is being ignored.  

Sticking up for nature
�$�-�h�;�m���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���|�_�;�v�;���|�_�u�;�;���v�|�o�u�b�;�v���|�;�t�t��
us where nature protection really sits 
on the political agenda heading into 
���o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u�9���v�b�7�;�t�b�m�;�7�7���t�†�b�;�|�t�‹���‰�o�†�m�7��
�0�-�1�h�7���o�u���t�;�=�|���|�o���1�_�-�m�1�;�:�������r�-�u�t�b�-�l�;�m�|��
that can wave through a Land Access 
Panel with no nature expertise and no 
�|�u�-�m�v�r�-�u�;�m�1�‹�7���0�†�|���1�-�m�]�|���=�b�m�7���|�b�l�;���|�o��
�=�b�m�b�v�_���|�_�;���f�o�0���o�m���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v��
or close logging loopholes, is telling us 
�v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���-�0�o�†�|���b�|�v���r�u�b�o�u�b�|�b�;�v�:��

That's exactly why this election 
�l�-�|�|�;�u�v�:�����ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���m�;�Š�|���=�;�‰���l�o�m�|�_�v�7��
�‰�;�]�t�t���0�;���r�†�v�_�b�m�]���|�_�;���l�-�f�o�u���r�-�u�|�b�;�v��
and every candidate we can reach 
�|�o���1�o�l�l�b�|���|�o���u�;�-�t�7���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�-�0�t�;��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���r�-�u�h�v�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7��
wildlife in Victoria. We'll need your 
voice too. Watch this space for how 
�‹�o�†���1�-�m���]�;�|���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7���-�v���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m��
heats up. 

MATT RUCHEL, 
EXECUTIVE 
�	���!�����$���!���!�������!�$�"��

���������������������$��������
YEAR THAT'S SHAPING 
�&�������"�����������ƒ���!�ƒ���!��������
�
���!���(�����$���!�����]�"�������$�&�!����
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T �_�;�u�;�=�v���1�;�u�|�-�b�m�t�‹���-�m���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���b�m���|�_�;��
�-�b�u���-�m�7���1�_�-�m�]�;���b�v���-�=�o�o�|���b�m���l�o�u�;��

ways than one. Polls bouncing around, 
cost of living, construction and 
�1�o�u�u�†�r�|�b�o�m���7�o�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���_�;�-�7�t�b�m�;�v�7��
�-�m�7���r�o�t�b�|�b�1�b�-�m�v���=�u�o�l���-�t�t���v�b�7�;�v���v�|�b�t�t��
scratching around for announce-ables. 

�$�_�;���u�;�1�;�m�|���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���b�m���r�u�;�l�b�;�u���-�m�7��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���P�|�_�;���=�o�†�u�|�_���b�m��
�|�_�u�;�;���‹�;�-�u�v�4�Q���‰�b�t�t���_�o�r�;�=�†�t�t�‹���r�†�|���-�m���;�m�7��
�|�o���|�_�;���v�|�u�b�m�]���o�=���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�v���‰�;�=�ˆ�;��
seen on nature protection in the last 
few years under the leadership of 
���-�1�b�m�|�-�����t�t�-�m�:��

�)�;�=�ˆ�;���1�-�t�t�;�7���o�m���m�;�‰���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����u�;�l�b�;�u��
���;�m�����-�u�u�o�t�t���-�m�7�����r�r�o�v�b�|�b�o�m���t�;�-�7�;�u��
���;�v�v���)�b�t�v�o�m���|�o���|�-�h�;���-���=�u�;�v�_���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_��
to protecting nature in Victoria. We 
�-�t�v�o���1�_�-�t�t�;�m�]�;�7���|�_�;�l���|�o���1�o�l�;���†�r���‰�b�|�_��
�v�o�l�;���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���r�o�t�b�1�‹�7���=�o�u���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�;�=�ˆ�;��
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7���v�o�l�;���v�†�]�]�;�v�|�b�o�m�v�:����

A problematic new panel 
We called for the rejection or 
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���|�o���|�_�;�a���†�|�7�o�o�u��
�!�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�����b�t�t���‘�•�‘�u�:�����|���‰�-�v��
�7�;�0�-�|�;�7���-�m�7���-�l�;�m�7�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���†�r�r�;�u��
�_�o�†�v�;���b�m�����†�m�;���-�m�7�7���†�m�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;�t�‹�7��
�r�-�v�v�;�7���‰�b�|�_���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���b�m���|�_�;���t�o�‰�;�u��
house in early August. 

���|�=�v���-���ˆ�;�u�‹���r�o�o�u���r�b�;�1�;���o�=���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m��
that reflects badly on both Labor and 

�|�_�;�����o�-�t�b�|�b�o�m���P�‰�_�o���-�t�v�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�7���b�|�Q�:��
�$�_�;�‹���v�;�;�l�b�m�]�t�‹���m�o�‰���_�-�ˆ�;���-�m���-�]�;�m�7�-��
�|�o���†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�7��
�u�-�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�m���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u���l�†�1�_�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v�:��

The legislation will create a body with 
sweeping influence over public land, 
�‰�_�b�1�_���1�o�†�t�7���b�l�r�-�1�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m��
right across Victoria. It was originally 
�=�t�-�]�]�;�7���-�v���-���v�b�l�r�t�;���l�;�u�]�;�u���o�=���|�_�;��
���-�l�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�����†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���
�b�v�_�b�m�]�����†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���-�v���-���1�o�v�|��
�v�-�ˆ�b�m�]���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�:�����†�|���b�|���‰�;�m�|���l�†�1�_��
further.  

A new Land Access Panel will be 
�_�-�m�7�J�r�b�1�h�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���u�;�t�;�ˆ�-�m�|���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�v�7��
�‰�b�|�_���m�o���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;��
conservation or ecological expertise, 
no obligation to publish its advice, and 
�m�o���7�†�|�‹���|�o���-�v�v�;�v�v���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��
The panel will act without oversight 
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;���b�m�7�;�r�;�m�7�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t��
�P�(�������Q�7���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�-�v���1�_�-�u�]�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
assessing public land use and recently 
�-�0�o�t�b�v�_�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�b�v��
�u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|���b�v���v�†�r�r�o�v�;�7�t�‹���-��
�1�o�v�|�J�v�-�ˆ�b�m�]���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�:����

VNPA wrote to all Victorian MPs 
expressing our concern at the Bill. The 
Bill was debated long into the night 
in the upper house, with the session 
�=�b�m�b�v�_�b�m�]���-�|���“���-�l���o�m���
�u�b�7�-�‹���l�o�u�m�b�m�]�:������
�v�|�u�b�m�]���o�=���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���‰�;�u�;���r�u�o�r�o�v�;�7��
�0�‹���|�_�;�����u�;�;�m�v�7�����m�b�l�-�t�����†�v�|�b�1�;���-�m�7��
National parties. 

�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���o�r�r�o�v�;�7���l�-�m�‹���o�=��
�|�_�;���v�;�m�v�b�0�t�;���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
progressive crossbench, but supported 
�-���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
National Party, including expanding 
the scope of the Land Access Panel 
to aquatic areas and changing the 

�m�-�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���r�u�o�v�;�7���-�]�;�m�1�‹���|�o���<�
�b�v�_�b�m�]�7��
���†�m�|�b�m�]���-�m�7�����†�|�7�o�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�:����

The legislation was also criticised by 
�|�_�;���
�;�7�;�u�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���‰�m�;�u�����o�u�r�o�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���0�;�b�m�]���v�b�t�;�m�|��
�o�m���|�_�;���u�o�t�;���o�=���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v�:��
�$�_�;�‹���_�-�7���-�t�v�o���u�;�t�†�;�v�|�;�7���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v��
to the bill.  

�$�_�;���m�;�‰���r�u�;�l�b�;�u���-�m�7���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���v�_�o�†�t�7���|�-�h�;���=�u�;�v�_���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;�b�u��
approach to nature protection and this 
legislation, including abandoning the 
Land Access Panel. 

Meanwhile, we were happy to see 
�|�_�;���v�|�-�m�7�J�-�t�o�m�;���r�o�u�|�=�o�t�b�o���o�=�����†�|�7�o�o�u��
Recreation, which has overseen a 
�t�o�m�]���t�b�v�|���o�=���-�|�|�-�1�h�v���-�m�7���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7��
steps, abolished in the recent cabinet 
reshuffle.  

New parks on track but not 
yet delivered completely 
The newly legislated protected areas 
�K���)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�7�����|�����†�-�m�]�o�u��
�-�m�7�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���m�;�‰��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h�v���-�|�����;�r�0�†�u�m���-�m�7��
���o�0�-�‰�v�7���-�m�7���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h��
�K���‰�b�t�t���1�o�l�;���b�m�|�o���;�=�=�;�1�|���o�m�����o�m�7�-�‹���”��
���1�|�o�0�;�u���-�v���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���o�=�=�b�1�b�-�t�t�‹���_�-�m�7�;�7��
�o�ˆ�;�u���|�o�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�o���l�-�m�-�]�;�:����

�)�_�-�|�=�v���l�b�v�v�b�m�]���-�u�;���-���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�7���’�•��
�v�l�-�t�t�;�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v��
�-�m�7���0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���-�v��
�r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;��
to the original VEAC report. These 
�‰�;�u�;���u�;�r�;�-�|�;�7�t�‹���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���=�o�u���7�;�t�b�ˆ�;�u�‹��
this year as part of new Public Land 
Act. It would have also overhauled 
and consolidated how public land is 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�7�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���-�m���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o��
close the existing loopholes which still 
allow logging on public land.  

�Ç�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��NINA KERR

�Ç�����o�o�r�_�o�t�;���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���r�u�o�|�;�v�|�7���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�7�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�u���G��LEWI HASKINS

� PARKwatch �‹ SEPTEMBER 2026  #305 �PARKwatch �‹ SEPTEMBER 2026  #305

NEWSupdates



Piecing 
together the 
puzzle in 
Western Port 
Woodlands 
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T he Western Port Woodlands 
is a forest corridor of five 

�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���u�;�l�m�-�m�|��
woodlands on public and private 
�t�-�m�7�:�����|�=�v���v�r�u�;�-�7���u�o�†�]�_�t�‹���r�-�u�-�t�t�;�t���|�o��
Western Port Bay across three shires 
– Cardinia, South Gippsland and Bass 
Coast – in Bunurong Country. 

Protecting the Woodlands is no easy 
�|�-�v�h�7���0�†�|���-�=�|�;�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���v�b�Š���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=��
pushing for protection, pieces of the 
jigsaw are at last falling into place. 

���m���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�t���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���-�t�t�b�-�m�1�;��
has been created with VNPA, Save 
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���P�"�)���)�Q�7��
Gippsland Threatened Species Action 
Group, South Gippsland Conservation 
Society and Phillip Island Conservation 
Society. 

���†�u���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m���b�v���-�m��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���"�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�1�;�����ˆ�;�u�t�-�‹��
�P���"���Q�7���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�o�†�t�7���]�b�ˆ�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���|�o��
the woodlands through the planning 
�v�1�_�;�l�;���-�m�7���o�m�t�‹���-�t�t�o�‰���t�-�m�7���†�v�;�v���|�_�-�|��
�-�u�;���1�o�l�r�-�|�b�0�t�;���‰�b�|�_���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�:���)�;�=�u�;��
�‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���1�t�o�v�;�t�‹���‰�b�|�_�����-�v�v�����o�-�v�|���"�_�b�u�;��
Council to achieve it. 

���m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”�7���|�_�;�����-�v�v�����o�-�v�|��
�"�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|���o�=�����t�-�m�m�b�m�]�����o�t�b�1�‹����
recognised the Western Port 
�)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���-�v���<�-�m���-�u�;�-���o�=���o�†�|�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�1�;�=���-�m�7���-��
�<�7�b�v�|�b�m�1�|�b�ˆ�;���-�|�|�u�b�0�†�|�;�=���o�=�����-�v�v�����o�-�v�|��
�|�_�-�|���l�†�v�|���0�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7�:��

���Š�|�u�-�1�|�b�ˆ�;�����m�7�†�v�|�u�‹�����m�|�;�u�;�v�|�����u�;�-���P���������Q��
�o�ˆ�;�u�t�-�‹���=�u�o�l���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t�����-�v�v�����o�-�v�|���v�b�|�;�v�7��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�o�u�l�;�u�����o�t�7�;�m�����u�o�ˆ�b�m�]��
���u�o�†�m�7���P�_�o�l�;���|�o���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���u�;�l�m�-�m�|��
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�Q�:��

This is a significant step. But the 
�o�ˆ�;�u�t�-�‹���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���o�ˆ�;�u���l�o�v�|���o�=���|�_�;��
Woodlands outside the reserves. The 
alliance and Bass Coast Shire Council 
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���r�u�;�v�v���=�o�u���b�|�v���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�u��
�u�;�=�b�m�;�l�;�m�|���-�v���|�_�;���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���v�_�b�=�|�v��
�|�o�‰�-�u�7�v���1�t�;�-�u�;�7���=�-�u�l�t�-�m�7���m�;�-�u�����-�m�]��
Lang and Nyora. 

A welcome commitment 
���m���l�b�7�J�‘�•�‘�“�7���|�_�;���-�t�t�b�-�m�1�;���-�v�h�;�7�����o�t�1�b�l��
Australia to give up its legal right 
�|�o���t�†�-�u�u�‹���u�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7��
�v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�;�7���0�‹�����7�-�l�v�����u�;�;�h�����-�|�†�u�;��
Conservation Reserve. 

�$�_�;���-�u�;�-���b�v���_�o�l�;���|�o���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
wildlife including Southern Brown 
���-�m�7�b�1�o�o�|�v�7�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v���-�m�7�����-�1�;��
���o�m�b�|�o�u�v�:��� �†�-�u�u�‹�b�m�]���‰�o�†�t�7���v�;�ˆ�;�u�;�t�‹��
�1�o�l�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���-�m�7���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹�:��

�$�‰�o���‹�;�-�u�v���t�-�|�;�u�7�����o�t�1�b�l�������������;�o�u�]�;��
���]�u�b�o�]�b�-�m�m�b�v���‰�u�o�|�;���|�o���†�v�7���=�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���1�o�l�r�-�m�‹���‰�o�†�t�7���m�o�|��
�v�;�;�h���|�o���t�†�-�u�u�‹���b�m���|�_�;���‰�;�v�|�;�u�m���v�;�1�|�b�o�m�:��

�<�)�;���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;���|�_�;���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|��
�;�1�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t���ˆ�-�t�†�;���o�=���|�_�;�����7�-�l�v�����u�;�;�h��
Nature Reserve and the broader 

�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���1�o�u�u�b�7�o�u�7�=���_�;��
wrote. 

�$�_�b�v���b�v���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r���=�u�o�l��
���o�t�1�b�l���-�m�7���-���0�b�]���‰�b�m���=�o�u���|�_�;��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���|�_�;���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v�:����

The proving ground 
���|���-�t�l�o�v�|���–�•�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v�7���|�_�;���=�o�u�l�;�u��
Holden Proving Ground is the 
�1�;�m�|�u�-�t���1�_�†�m�h���o�=���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|��
Woodlands. VNPA and SWPW 
spent several years urging the State 
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���r�†�u�1�_�-�v�;���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
it. But they did not. 

In May, the site was sold to 
�	�;�=�;�m�7�$�;�Š�7���-�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���7�;�=�;�m�1�;��
�|�;�1�_�m�o�t�o�]�‹���1�o�l�r�-�m�‹�:���)�;���‰�;�u�;��
�m�;�u�ˆ�o�†�v���-�0�o�†�|���‰�_�-�|���|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���l�;�-�m��
for those woodlands. 

�	�;�=�;�m�7�$�;�Š�=�v���=�o�†�m�7�;�u���-�m�7�����������$�u�-�ˆ�b�v��
�!�;�7�7�‹���_�-�v���v�b�m�1�;���1�-�t�l�;�7���o�†�u���m�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:��

�<�$�_�;���v�b�|�;���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���‰�;�t�t���l�-�m�-�]�;�7���o�ˆ�;�u��
�|�_�;���‹�;�-�u�v�7���-�m�7���	�;�=�;�m�7�$�;�Š���b�m�|�;�m�7�v���|�o��
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�_�;���t�;�]�-�1�‹���o�=���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
�v�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v�_�b�r���o�=���|�_�;���v�b�|�;�7�=���_�;���|�o�t�7���+�-�_�o�o��
News in August. 

'There will certainly be no quarrying or 
land clearing activities on the site.' 

���|�=�v���]�u�;�-�|���|�o���v�;�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���v�;�1�|�o�u�:�����|��
�‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���]�u�;�-�|���|�o���v�;�;���l�o�u�;���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�"�|�-�|�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:��

  Banksia tougher than nails 
An extraordinary 88% of 800 translocated Critically Endangered Mountain Banksia 
(Banksia canei) seedlings in Burrowa-Pine Mountain National Park have survived 
the harsh Summer. Even more encouraging, most aren't simply hanging on – 
they’re thriving! 
In August 2025, community members alongside staff from Parks Victoria (PV), 
DEECA and Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria planted more than 800 seedlings in the 
park in Victoria’s far north-east. ‘Our hopes were tempered by the dry Spring and 
hot Summer that followed planting,’ PV Conservation Scientist Flo Meredith said. 
Given the conditions, the team braced for disappointing results. Instead, the little 
banksias proved remarkably resilient. 
Part of the answer lies beneath the surface. Mountain Banksias have dense clusters 
of roots that form partnerships with microscopic organisms in the soil that help 
plants access water and nutrients. The health of the nursery-grown seedlings also 
played an important role. Many arrived with strong root systems, and volunteers 
carefully formed small earth basins around each plant to capture any rainfall.  
Ultimately, Flo believes the result came down to many factors working together. 'The community of care built around 
the Banksias is the real reason any of this could happen. It's a sustained effort, requiring in-depth understanding, 
commitment and purpose,’ Flo said. For now, invasive deer remain the plants’ biggest threat. 
Read more at parks.vic.gov.au/news/2026/06/17/02/54/banksia-canei-translocation

���|���-�t�v�o���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�o�m�1�;�u�m�v��
about sand quarrying, but left the 
conflict unresolved, calling for further 
�‰�o�u�h���|�o���l�-�r���|�_�;���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��
assess the effectiveness of existing 
planning and quarrying protections. 

�$�_�-�|���‰�o�u�h���_�-�v���v�|�-�u�|�;�7�7���|�_�-�m�h�v���|�o���|�_�;��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�†�m�1�b�t���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
these woodlands. Multiple surveys are 
underway on public and private land.  

Council and the woodlands alliance 
�_�-�ˆ�;���-�v�h�;�7�����t�-�m�m�b�m�]�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u���"�o�m�‹�-��
���b�t�h�;�m�m�‹���|�o���b�l�r�o�v�;���-�m���b�m�|�;�u�b�l�����"����
�†�m�|�b�t�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�v�7���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�b�m�]���=�†�u�|�_�;�u��
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�u���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m���‰�_�b�t�;��
�|�_�;���‰�o�u�h���b�v���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7�:���)�;���-�‰�-�b�|���_�;�u��
response. 

Filling the gaps 
Another priority is connecting the 
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���b�m���l�-�f�o�u���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7��
public land. 

���-�v�v�����o�-�v�|�=�v�����-�|�†�u�;���!�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹��
�
�o�†�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�7���t�-�†�m�1�_�;�7���b�m�����†�m�;�7��
provides a potential vehicle to do 

�v�o�:�����|�=�v���-���r�-�u�|�m�;�u�v�_�b�r���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m�����-�v�v��
Coast Shire Council and Biodiversity 
���;�]�-�1�‹�7���-�b�l�b�m�]���|�o���0�u�b�m�]���’�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|��
of land across the shire into active 
care for nature through philanthropy, 
�1�o�u�r�o�u�-�|�;���r�-�u�|�m�;�u�v�_�b�r�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
donations. Landowners can also 
donate significant sites.  

The Western Port Woodlands is a 
�l�-�f�o�u���=�o�1�†�v�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���-�b�l���o�=���v�;�1�†�u�b�m�]��
strategic sites and rebuilding habitat 
�t�b�m�h�v���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���|�_�;���=�b�ˆ�;���l�-�f�o�u���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:��

A shift on sand 
���m�����r�u�b�t�7���|�_�;���"�|�-�|�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
gazetted new Strategic Extractive 
�!�;�v�o�†�u�1�;�v�����u�;�-�v���P�"���!���v�Q�7���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�‹�b�m�]��
�l�-�f�o�u���v�-�m�7���7�;�r�o�v�b�|�v���o�m���1�t�;�-�u�;�7��
�=�-�u�l�t�-�m�7���b�m�����-�u�7�b�m�b�-���-�m�7�����-�‰�����-�‰��
shires and reducing the pressure to 
quarry surviving bush in the Western 
Port Woodlands. 

���m�����†�t�‹�7���|�_�;�m���!�;�v�o�†�u�1�;�v�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u�����b�t�‹��
�	�=���l�0�u�o�v�b�o���ˆ�b�v�b�|�;�7���|�_�;���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v��
�|�o���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;���|�_�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���|�_�;��

�Ç Exploring the wonders of the Holden Proving 
Ground, Bunurong Country | MEGHAN LINDSAY
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Glad tidings Nature news to bring a smile to your face
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���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���
�†�u���"�;�-�t�v 
Arctocephalus pusillus 

A �†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���
�†�u���"�;�-�t�v���-�u�;���|�_�;���1�_�;�;�h�‹���r�†�r�r�b�;�v���o�=���|�_�;��
ocean, and the largest of the eight fur seal species 

found around the world. Beneath those ridiculously 
cute puppy-dog eyes is an incredible freediving ability. 

As eared seals, they have tiny external ears and can use 
�-�t�t���=�o�†�u���=�t�b�r�r�;�u�v���|�o���l�o�ˆ�;���o�m���t�-�m�7�7���†�m�t�b�h�;���|�u�†�;���v�;�-�t�v�7���‰�_�b�1�_��
�_�-�ˆ�;���m�o���;�Š�|�;�u�m�-�t���;�-�u�v���-�m�7���1�-�m�=�|���†�v�;���|�_�;�b�u���u�;�-�u���=�t�b�r�r�;�u�v���|�o��
�<�‰�-�t�h�=�:��
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�v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]���‰�;�;�h�v���-�|���v�;�-���=�;�;�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���|�u�-�ˆ�;�t�t�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
�|�_�;���†�t�|�b�l�-�|�;���=�u�;�;�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�7���1�-�r�-�0�t�;���o�=���7�b�ˆ�b�m�]���|�o���-�u�o�†�m�7���•�”�•��
�l�;�|�u�;�v���o�m���-���v�b�m�]�t�;���0�u�;�-�|�_���-�m�7���v�|�-�‹�b�m�]���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u���=�o�u��
�l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���v�b�Š���l�b�m�†�|�;�v�:��

�"�†�l�l�;�u���b�v���-�m���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���|�b�l�;���=�o�u���v�;�-�t�v�7���‰�b�|�_���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]��
�-�m�7���l�-�|�b�m�]���|�-�h�b�m�]���r�t�-�1�;���-�u�o�†�m�7�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���-�m�7��
�	�;�1�;�l�0�;�u�:����

���†�|���‰�_�-�|�������t�o�ˆ�;���l�o�v�|���b�v���‰�-�|�1�_�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���r�t�-�‹�:����

�$�_�;�‹���7�b�ˆ�;�7���|�‰�b�v�|�7���u�o�t�t�7���1�_�-�v�;�7���-�m�7���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;���L���v�;�;�l�b�m�]�t�‹��
�_�-�ˆ�b�m�]���|�_�;���-�0�v�o�t�†�|�;���|�b�l�;���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���t�b�ˆ�;�v���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u�:��

���m�7���|�_�-�|�=�v���‰�_�-�|�������t�o�ˆ�;���-�0�o�†�|���v�;�-�t�v�:���$�_�;�‹���u�;�l�b�m�7���†�v���|�_�;��
�o�1�;�-�m���b�v�m�=�|���f�†�v�|���v�o�l�;�‰�_�;�u�;���|�o���ˆ�b�v�b�|�7���b�|�=�v���v�o�l�;�‰�_�;�u�;���|�o��
play. 

�)�b�|�_�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���=�b�u�v�|���1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7���1�-�v�;���o�=�����”���•���0�b�u�7���=�t�†��
in a seal detected in South Australia in August, these 
�o�1�;�-�m���r�†�r�r�b�;�v���m�;�;�7���v�o�l�;���t�o�ˆ�;���v�;�m�|���|�_�;�b�u���‰�-�‹���|�o�o�:��
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�_�o�‰���;�Š�|�u�-�o�u�7�b�m�-�u�‹���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���-�m�7���‰�_�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���|�_�;�l��
�l�-�|�|�;�u�v�:��

Shannon Hurley is Nature Conservation Campaigner
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C �t�-�†�v�;���”�‘�:�’�•���b�v���-���t�b�|�|�t�;�J�h�m�o�‰�m��
clause in Victoria's planning 

�v�1�_�;�l�;���‰�b�|�_���-���t�o�|���o�=���r�o�‰�;�u�:�����|���1�-�m��
�v�|�u�b�r���-���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���o�=���-�t�l�o�v�|���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���o�u�7�b�m�-�u�‹��
planning safeguard. When the 
�r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���7�;�1�b�7�;�v���v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]��
�t�†�-�t�b�=�b�;�v���-�v���-���<�"�|�-�|�;�����u�o�f�;�1�|�=�7���t�o�1�-�t��
���o�†�m�1�b�t���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���=�-�t�t�v���-�‰�-�‹�7���|�_�;�u�;�=�v��
no public notice or right of objection, 
�-�m�7���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���m�o���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰���-�|���(�����$�:���$�_�;��
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���-�t�o�m�;���f�†�7�]�;�v���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���r�†�0�t�b�1��
consultation was adequate, and 
�7�;�1�b�7�;�v���|�_�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;���0�;�_�b�m�7���1�t�o�v�;�7��
doors. 

The clause was introduced to fast-
�|�u�-�1�h���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;�����o�l�l�o�m�‰�;�-�t�|�_��
���-�l�;�v���-�m�7�������(���	�J�;�u�-���v�|�b�l�†�t�†�v��
�r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v�:�����|�=�v���v�†�r�r�o�v�;�7���|�o���0�;���=�o�u��
�|�b�l�;�J�1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]�v���o�=���v�|�-�|�;��
significance.  

���o�‰�7���b�|�=�v���0�;�b�m�]���†�v�;�7���|�o���‰�-�ˆ�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
projects that have already failed, or 
bypassed, the ordinary processes. 

How it works and how it was 
used at Mount Macedon 
The clause is broad by design. It can 
apply to any project carried out by, on 
behalf of, or funded by the state or 
a public authority on Crown land. In 
�r�u�-�1�|�b�1�;���|�_�-�|���l�;�-�m�v���b�|���1�-�m���u�;�-�1�_���-�1�u�o�v�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v���r�-�u�h�v�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���1�o�-�v�|�-�t��
���u�o�‰�m���t�-�m�7�7���=�u�o�l���v�l�-�t�t�J�v�1�-�t�;���‰�o�u�h���|�o��
�l�-�f�o�u���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���-�r�r�u�o�ˆ�;�7��
���u�;�-�|�����1�;�-�m���!�o�-�7�����o�-�v�|�-�t���$�u�-�b�t���-�m�7���b�|�v��
�•�”���h�l���o�=���m�;�‰���-�m�7���†�r�]�u�-�7�;�7���‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
�|�u�-�1�h�:��
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���o�†�m�|�����-�1�;�7�o�m���b�m�����r�u�b�t���‘�•�‘�u���v�_�o�‰��
�‰�_�-�|���|�_�-�|���u�;�-�1�_���t�o�o�h�v���t�b�h�;���o�m���|�_�;��
�]�u�o�†�m�7�:�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���=�b�u�v�|���-�r�r�t�b�;�7��
to Macedon Ranges Shire Council in 
�‘�•�‘�‘���|�o���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;���|�u�;�;�v���b�m�v�b�7�;�����-�1�;�7�o�m��
�!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���"�m�o�‰�����†�l�v�7��
���t�r�b�m�;�����v�_���-�m�7���	�‰�-�u�=���"�b�t�ˆ�;�u���)�-�|�|�t�;�v�:��
The intention was to open a view 
�t�b�m�;���|�o���-�m�7���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����;�l�o�u�b�-�t�����u�o�v�v�:��
�$�_�;�u�;���‰�;�u�;���u�‘���o�0�f�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���b�|���‰�-�v��
refused by Macedon Ranges Shire 
���o�†�m�1�b�t���b�m�����†�t�‹���‘�•�‘�’���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���o�=��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�v���|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;�:

���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�r�r�;�-�t�;�7���|�o���(�����$�7���|�_�;�m��
abandoned that appeal after advice 
that another pathway was available. 
���m�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�”�7���b�|���t�o�7�]�;�7���-�����t�-�†�v�;��
�”�‘�:�’�•���-�r�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���b�m�v�|�;�-�7�:�����t�-�m�m�b�m�]��
���b�m�b�v�|�;�u���"�o�m�‹�-�����b�t�h�;�m�m�‹���v�b�]�m�;�7���|�_�;��
�7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���o�m���•�����r�u�b�t���‘�•�‘�u�7���-�m�7��
�l�-�1�_�b�m�;�u�‹���-�u�u�b�ˆ�;�7���o�m���•�’�����r�u�b�t�:���$�_�;��
proposal itself never changed, only the 
�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u���7�b�7�7���-�m�7���‰�b�|�_���b�|�7���|�_�;��
public's ability to have any say. 

Justification doesn't hold up 
�)�_�‹���7�b�7�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�_�b�m�h���-���ˆ�b�;�‰��
�|�u�†�l�r�;�7���u�-�u�;���|�u�;�;�v�5�����|���1�b�|�;�7���-���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;��
�u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|���|�o���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m���v�b�]�_�|�t�b�m�;�v�:�����†�|��
�o�m���‘�•�����r�u�b�t���‘�•�‘�u�7�����;�u�b�|�-�]�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
�1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7���m�o���v�†�1�_���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|��
�;�Š�b�v�|�v�:���"�;�r�-�u�-�|�;�t�‹�7�����t�-�†�v�;���”�‘�:�’�•�J�•��
requires native vegetation offsets 
to be secured before destruction 
begins, and only the Secretary of the 
�	�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|���o�=�����m�;�u�]�‹�7�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�-�m�7�����t�b�l�-�|�;�����1�|�b�o�m���P�	���������Q���1�-�m���ˆ�-�u�‹��
�|�_�-�|���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|�:��

The Secretary has now put in writing 
�|�_�-�|���	�����������‰�-�v���m�;�ˆ�;�u���-�v�h�;�7���|�o��
�1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���-�m�‹���r�u�;�J�1�o�l�l�;�m�1�;�l�;�m�|��
�u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|���†�m�7�;�u�����t�-�†�v�;���”�‘�:�’�•�J
�•�7���m�;�ˆ�;�u���-�v�h�;�7���-�0�o�†�|���ˆ�-�u�‹�b�m�]���o�=�=�v�;�|��
�|�b�l�b�m�]�7���-�m�7���|�_�-�|���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�=���r�t�-�m�|�v��
�r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v�t�‹���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���]�_�-�ˆ�;���m�o�|���0�;�;�m��
required to be assessed as part of a 
statutory decision.'

VNPA and local groups have also run a 
�t�o�m�]���
�u�;�;�7�o�l���o�=�����m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m��

to find the paper trail behind the 
decision. What we've obtained raises 
real questions about how and why 
�|�_�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���‰�-�v���l�-�7�;�7���-�m�7���-�1�1�;�v�v��
�|�o���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���h�;�‹���7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|�v���_�-�v���0�;�;�m��
�0�t�o�1�h�;�7�:��

Wide-reaching implications 
Mount Macedon is the clearest 
�;�Š�-�l�r�t�;���v�o���=�-�u�7���0�†�|���|�_�;���u�;�-�t���b�v�v�†�;���b�v��
�|�_�;���l�;�1�_�-�m�b�v�l���b�|�v�;�t�=�:�������r�u�o�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m��
�l�;�-�m�|���=�o�u���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���o�=���]�;�m�†�b�m�;���v�|�-�|�;��
significance was used here to clear a 
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���=�o�u���-���ˆ�b�;�‰���b�m���-���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�7��
�-�=�|�;�u���|�_�-�|���v�-�l�;���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���_�-�7���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹��
�0�;�;�m���u�;�=�†�v�;�7�:�����=�����t�-�†�v�;���”�‘�:�’�•���1�-�m���0�;��
used this way once, it can be used this 
�‰�-�‹���-�]�-�b�m�7���o�m���-�m�‹���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�J�=�†�m�7�;�7��
�‰�o�u�h���o�m���-�m�‹�����u�o�‰�m���t�-�m�7�:���)�b�|�_���m�o��
notice, no objection and no review. 

�$�_�-�|�=�v���|�_�;���r�u�;�1�;�7�;�m�|���‰�;�=�u�;���-�v�h�b�m�]��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���1�t�o�v�;���o�=�=�:���$�_�;���1�_�;�1�h�v��
�-�m�7���0�-�t�-�m�1�;�v���b�m���|�_�;���m�o�u�l�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]��
process are there for a reason. To 
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���l�;�;�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
expectations. 

What needs to change 
�)�;�=�u�;���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���o�m���o�†�u���;�t�;�1�|�;�7��
�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���|�o���1�t�o�v�;�����t�-�†�v�;���”�‘�:�’�•��
as it currently applies to Crown land 
and protected areas. A loophole this 
wide erodes public trust and social 
licence, regardless of which project 
�b�|�]�v���†�v�;�7���=�o�u���m�;�Š�|�:�����l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���-�m�7��
genuinely state-significant projects 
�m�;�;�7���-���=�-�v�|�J�|�u�-�1�h���r�-�|�_�‰�-�‹�7���0�†�|���|�_�-�|��
pathway has to be fit for purpose, not 
open-ended. 

More broadly, this is a test of 
�‰�_�;�|�_�;�u�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���o�r�;�u�-�|�;�v���o�m���-��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���l�o�7�;�t���‰�_�;�u�;���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�;�v���=�b�u�v�|�7���o�u���-���|�o�†�u�b�v�l��
�l�o�7�;�t���‰�_�;�u�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v���1�t�;�-�u�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;��
�v�-�h�;���o�=���-���ˆ�b�;�‰�:��

�����(���	�J�;�u�-���1�t�-�†�v�;���†�v�;�7���|�o���-�ˆ�o�b�7���v�1�u�†�|�b�m�‹

���;�t�0�†�u�m�b�-�m�v���m�;�;�7���l�o�u�;���r�-�u�h�v�4��
�����!���������!���"���)����������������������������
���&�!�������$�+�����"�������������
���$������
�)���!���	�]�"�������"�$�������(��������

M elburnians have the least 
�-�l�o�†�m�|���o�=���m�;�-�u�0�‹���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��

�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���|�o���ˆ�b�v�b�|���b�m��
Australia. According to a new study, 
�"�‹�7�m�;�‹�v�b�7�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���|�_�u�;�;��
�|�b�l�;�v���|�_�;���-�l�o�†�m�|���o�=���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v��
close-by than Melburnians, while 
���-�m�0�;�u�u�-�m�v���_�-�ˆ�;���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���•�•���|�b�l�;�v�:��

Published in�_���-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���-�m�7���&�u�0�-�m��
Planning, a study by Chris Taylor, 
���-�t�7�‰�‹�m�����o�_�m�����ˆ�-�m�v�7���"�-�u�-�_���!�;�;�v���-�m�7��
�	�-�ˆ�b�7�����b�m�7�;�m�l�-�‹�;�u���1�o�l�;�v���-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�;�7���|�_�u�;�;��
�m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���|�‰�o���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���;�Š�r�-�m�7�;�7�����;�m�7�b�]�o���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h���b�m���‘�•�‘�”�:�����o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���|�_�;���v�|�†�7�‹�=�v��
�t�;�-�7���-�†�|�_�o�u�7���	�u�����_�u�b�v���$�-�‹�t�o�u�7���v�-�b�7���|�_�o�v�;��
�m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���‰�;�u�;���m�o�|���;�m�o�†�]�_��
to halt the downward trend. 

�<���;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���u�-�m�h�v���-�v���|�_�;���‰�o�u�v�|���o�=��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���1�-�r�b�|�-�t���1�b�|�b�;�v���b�m���|�;�u�l�v���o�=��
being able to access protected natural 
�-�u�;�-�v���v�†�1�_���-�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���R�-�m�7�S���|�_�;��
�m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�7���t�-�v�|��
�‹�;�-�u���_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�7�;���m�o���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�1�;���|�o���|�_�-�|��
�u�-�m�h�b�m�]�7�=���_�;���v�-�b�7�:��

�<�$�_�;���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]���b�m�|�;�m�v�b�=�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���†�u�0�-�m��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���b�v���7�;�m�‹�b�m�]���l�o�u�;���-�m�7��
�l�o�u�;�����;�t�0�†�u�m�b�-�m�v���-�1�1�;�v�v���|�o���|�_�;���r�t�-�1�;�v��
�|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���m�;�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;�b�u���l�;�m�|�-�t���_�;�-�t�|�_��
and their physical health, and so this 
is one of the reasons why Melbourne 
in no way can be considered to be 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|���t�b�ˆ�-�0�t�;���1�b�|�‹�7�=���v�-�b�7��
�	�b�v�|�b�m�]�†�b�v�_�;�7�����u�o�=�;�v�v�o�u���	�-�ˆ�b�7��
���b�m�7�;�m�l�-�‹�;�u�:��

The authors reiterated their calls 
�=�o�u���|�_�;���1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�o�†�t�7���f�o�b�m���v�;�ˆ�;�m��
�;�Š�b�v�|�b�m�]���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7���v�|�-�|�;���r�-�u�h�v���b�m���|�_�;��
Central Highlands, adding another 
355,000 hectares to triple the area of 
protected forests in the region. 

���-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���h�;�;�r���o�†�u���-�b�u���1�t�;�-�m�7��
protect the forests that give us clean 
water, and offer people places to 
connect with nature for generations to 
�1�o�l�;�:��

�$�_�;�u�;�=�v���ˆ�;�u�‹���_�b�]�_���t�;�ˆ�;�t�v���o�=���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
�=�o�u���|�_�;���b�7�;�-���o�=���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:���"�o���b�|�=�v��
�-���v�_�-�l�;���|�_�-�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�b�v�v�;�7���|�_�-�|��
�o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_���v�o�l�;���u�;�-�t�t�‹��
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���r�-�u�h�v���o�m���o�†�u���7�o�o�u�v�|�;�r�:��

Read the report in Landscape and Urban 
Planning, vol. 274 

�Ç�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���
�†�u���"�;�-�t���G��KATEY SHEARER
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Spotlight on Nature with Shannon Hurley

The checks and balances in The checks and balances in 
the normal planning process the normal planning process 

are there for a reason. To are there for a reason. To 
make sure projects meet make sure projects meet 
community expectations. community expectations. 

�È Road through the Yarra Ranges | GREG BRAVE
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Love your bay? Have your say
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W estern Port Bay is one of those 
places that stays with you. 

���|�=�v���|�_�;���r�;�m�]�†�b�m�v���v�1�†�u�u�‹�b�m�]���o�m�|�o���|�_�;��
�v�-�m�7���-�v���|�_�;�‹���;�l�;�u�]�;���-�=�|�;�u���7�-�‹�v���=�b�v�_�b�m�]��
�-�|���v�;�-�7���=�†�u���v�;�-�t�v���_�-�†�t�b�m�]���|�_�;�l�v�;�t�ˆ�;�v��
�o�m�|�o���u�o�1�h�v�7���l�b�]�u�-�|�o�u�‹���v�_�o�u�;�0�b�u�7�v��
�-�u�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v���o�=���h�b�t�o�l�;�|�u�;�v��
�-�‰�-�‹�7���-�m�7���|�_�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���‰�_�o���v�‰�b�l�7��
�h�-�‹�-�h�7���v�-�b�t�7���=�b�v�_�7���‰�-�t�h���-�m�7���v�r�;�m�7���|�b�l�;��
around the Bay. 

���|�=�v���-���r�t�-�1�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���t�o�ˆ�;�:�����m�7���|�_�-�|��
�t�o�ˆ�;���b�v���0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]���-���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���=�o�u�1�;���=�o�u��
change. 

Western Port Bay is under increasing 
�r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���=�u�o�l���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���]�u�o�‰�|�_�7��
�r�o�t�t�†�|�b�o�m�7���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���1�t�b�l�-�|�;��
change. Yet decisions about the bay 
�-�u�;���o�=�|�;�m���l�-�7�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���0�‹���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�7��
through separate agencies and 
processes. 

�)�;���|�_�b�m�h���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���-���0�;�|�|�;�u���‰�-�‹�:�����m�7��
�|�o�7�-�‹�7���‰�;�=�u�;���]�b�ˆ�b�m�]���‹�o�†���-���t�b�|�|�t�;���v�m�;�-�h��
�r�;�;�h���0�;�_�b�m�7���|�_�;���v�1�;�m�;�v�:��

�)�_�-�|���‹�o�†�=�u�;���v�;�;�b�m�]���_�;�u�;���b�v���v�|�b�t�t���ˆ�;�u�‹��
�l�†�1�_���-���‰�o�u�h���b�m���r�u�o�]�u�;�v�v�:���)�;�=�u�;��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�b�m�]���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�‹��
�‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�7�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
Victoria and partners, and the design 
�-�m�7���l�;�v�v�-�]�;�v���-�u�;���v�|�b�t�t���|�-�h�b�m�]���v�_�-�r�;�:��
�)�;���_�-�ˆ�;�m�=�|���t�-�†�m�1�_�;�7���|�_�b�v���r�†�0�t�b�1�t�‹���‹�;�|�7��
�v�o���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���|�_�b�v���‹�o�†�u���=�b�u�v�|���t�o�o�h���-�|���‰�_�-�|��
�‰�;�=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���o�m�:��

���m�;���0�-�‹�:�����m�;���r�t�-�m�:�������_�;�-�t�|�_�b�;�u���=�†�|�†�u�;�:��

���†�u���]�o�-�t�9���v�;�1�†�u�;���-���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|��
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o��
�b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�����-�‹��
�
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:��

�$�_�;���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h���‰�o�†�t�7���0�u�b�m�]���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u��
a whole-of-bay plan and a dedicated 
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�����-�‹���
�†�m�7�:���$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7��
�|�_�;�‹���‰�o�†�t�7���_�;�t�r���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|��
habitats, restore degraded areas, 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���-�m�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]�7���-�m�7��
�=�†�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�J�t�;�7���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���-�m�7��
�$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����†�v�|�o�7�b�-�m���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
stewardship. 

Building a community 
movement 
�$�_�;���l�;�v�v�-�]�;���‰�;���h�;�;�r���_�;�-�u�b�m�]���b�v��
clear. People want a say in the 
�=�†�|�†�u�;���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���0�-�‹�:���$�_�-�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
includes Traditional Custodians, 
nature conservation groups, local 
�0�†�v�b�m�;�v�v�;�v���-�m�7���|�o�†�u�b�v�l���o�r�;�u�-�|�o�u�v�7��

fishers, recreational users, scientists, 
�u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_�;�u�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���l�-�m�‹���t�o�1�-�t�v���‰�_�o��
care about Western Port Bay. 

���†�u���u�o�t�;���b�v���|�o���0�u�b�m�]���|�_�o�v�;���ˆ�o�b�1�;�v��
together and turn that shared care 
into action. We recently saw what 
�|�_�-�|���1�-�m���t�o�o�h���t�b�h�;���-�|���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�|�-�t�h���o�m�����_�b�t�t�b�r�����v�t�-�m�7�F���b�t�t�o�‰�t�7���‰�_�;�u�;��
�-�u�o�†�m�7���•�•�•���r�;�o�r�t�;���1�-�l�;���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���-�m�7��
�†�m�-�m�b�l�o�†�v�t�‹���ˆ�o�|�;�7���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���-�m�7��
�-�7�o�r�|���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:��

�$�_�-�|���h�b�m�7���o�=���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���l�-�|�|�;�u�v�:�����|���v�_�o�‰�v��
�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u�v���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���b�v���o�m��
board. 

Taking the conversation 
beyond Western Port Bay 
In August, we also headed to the 
Gippsland New Energy Conference to 
�|�-�t�h���-�0�o�†�|���‰�_�‹���m�-�|�†�u�;���m�;�;�7�v���|�o���0�;���r�-�u�|��
of the conversation as we plan for a 
new energy future. 

���;�1�-�†�v�;���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���‰�;�=�u�;���|�-�t�h�b�m�]���-�0�o�†�|��
�;�m�;�u�]�‹�7���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���o�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7��
�|�_�;���v�-�l�;���r�u�b�m�1�b�r�t�;���-�r�r�t�b�;�v�9���]�o�o�7��
planning needs to consider nature and 
�|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���‰�_�o���t�b�ˆ�;���-�t�o�m�]�v�b�7�;���b�|�:��

So, what happens next? 
�)�;�=�u�;���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���=�u�o�l��
the ground up – raising awareness, 
�]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���o�†�u���m�;�|�‰�o�u�h�7���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]��
opportunities for people to get 
involved and putting pressure on 
�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u�v���|�o���1�o�l�l�b�|���|�o���-���0�;�|�|�;�u��
future for Western Port Bay. 

�$�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���r�-�|�_�‰�-�‹���b�v���|�o�9���0�†�b�t�7��
�-�‰�-�u�;�m�;�v�v�7���0�†�b�t�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�7���l�o�0�b�t�b�v�;��
�|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���1�u�;�-�|�;���r�o�t�b�|�b�1�-�t��
pressure. 

�)�;���‰�-�m�|���|�o���l�-�h�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�����-�‹���-��
�h�;�‹���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���b�v�v�†�;���-�m�7���-�v�h���1�-�m�7�b�7�-�|�;�v��
and political parties to clearly state 
�‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���|�_�;�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�;���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:��

���o�o�h���o�†�|���b�m���|�_�;���1�o�l�b�m�]���l�o�m�|�_�v���=�o�u��
opportunities to put signs up, attend 
�;�ˆ�;�m�|�v�7���v�b�]�m���o�m�t�b�m�;���-�1�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�;��
�|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���-�v���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:��

Elephant Snails  
Scutus antipodes

A �|���=�b�u�v�|���]�t�-�m�1�;���|�_�;�‹���t�o�o�h���t�b�h�;���-���]�b�-�m�|���0�t�-�1�h���v�;�-���v�t�†�]��
�‰�;�-�u�b�m�]���-���v�_�;�t�t���|�_�-�|�]�v���=�-�u���|�o�o���v�l�-�t�t�:�����m���u�;�-�t�b�|�‹�7��

���t�;�r�_�-�m�|���"�m�-�b�t�v���-�u�;���v�_�b�;�t�7���t�b�l�r�;�|�v���-�m�7���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�u�;��
�†�m�†�v�†�-�t�J�t�o�o�h�b�m�]���u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|�v���o�=���o�†�u���u�o�1�h�‹���u�;�;�=�v�:���$�_�;�b�u���|�b�m�‹��
�‰�_�b�|�;���v�_�;�t�t�v���0�-�u�;�t�‹���1�o�ˆ�;�u�v���|�_�;�b�u���0�-�1�h�v�7���l�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���t�o�o�h��
�-�v���|�_�o�†�]�_���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���|�u�‹�b�m�]���|�o���v�t�†�;�;�Œ�;���b�m�|�o���-���‰�_�b�|�;���1�u�o�r���|�o�r��
�=�o�†�u���v�b�Œ�;�v���|�o�o���v�l�-�t�t�:��

�"�1�†�|�†�v���b�v�����-�|�b�m���=�o�u���]�t�o�m�]���v�_�b�;�t�7�]�:���
�o�u���l�-�m�‹���r�;�o�r�t�;�7���|�_�;�b�u��
first encounter with an Elephant Snail isn't with the 
�-�m�b�l�-�t���-�|���-�t�t�7���0�†�|���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���v�_�;�t�t���t�;�=�|���0�;�_�b�m�7���-�=�|�;�u���b�|���7�b�;�v�:�����v��
�-���h�b�7�7�������h�m�;�‰���|�_�;�l���-�v���<�7�;�-�7���l�-�m�]�v���=�b�m�]�;�u�m�-�b�t�v�]�:���)�;���†�v�;�7���|�o��
slip the shells over our fingers to creep people out. 

�$�_�;���1�o�l�l�o�m���m�-�l�;�����t�;�r�_�-�m�|���"�m�-�b�t���1�o�l�;�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�b�u��
�v�b�Œ�;���P�|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���t�-�u�]�;���=�o�u���-���t�b�l�r�;�|�4�Q���-�m�7���|�_�;�b�u���t�o�m�]���|�u�†�m�h�J�t�b�h�;��
�_�;�-�7���-�m�7���v�m�o�†�|�:�����7�7���|�‰�o���r�u�o�l�b�m�;�m�|���|�;�m�|�-�1�t�;�v���|�_�-�|���v�o�u�|��
�o�=���u�;�v�;�l�0�t�;���|�†�v�h�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�r�-�u�b�v�o�m���v�|�-�u�|�v���|�o���l�-�h�;��
sense. 

By day, Elephant Snails usually hide beneath ledges or in 
�1�u�;�ˆ�b�1�;�v�7���;�l�;�u�]�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u���7�-�u�h���|�o���]�u�-�Œ�;���-�t�]�-�;���=�u�o�l���u�o�1�h�v��
�-�m�7���=�;�;�7���o�m���7�u�b�=�|�b�m�]���v�;�-�‰�;�;�7�:���$�_�;�b�u���v�t�†�]�J�t�b�h�;���-�r�r�;�-�u�-�m�1�;��
�l�-�h�;�v���|�_�;�l���-���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���=�b�m�7���7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���"�;�-���"�t�†�]�����;�m�v�†�v�7��
where they're often first thought to be a giant sea slug. 

���u�o�‰�b�m�]���|�o���-�u�o�†�m�7���•�‘���1�l���t�o�m�]�7���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���l�o�v�|�t�‹���o�m�;���t�-�u�]�;��
�l�†�v�1�†�t�-�u���=�o�o�|�7���‰�_�b�1�_���|�_�;�‹���†�v�;���|�o���1�t�b�m�]���|�b�]�_�|�t�‹���|�o���u�o�1�h�‹��
�u�;�;�=�v�:���$�_�-�|���=�o�o�|���l�†�v�|���-�t�v�o���_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�7�;���-���]�o�o�7���l�;�-�t�7��
�0�;�1�-�†�v�;�����t�;�r�_�-�m�|���"�m�-�b�t���v�_�;�t�t�v���-�u�;���1�o�l�l�o�m�t�‹���=�o�†�m�7���b�m��
�
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���v�_�;�t�t���l�b�7�7�;�m�v���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|���"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m��
Reef. 

�"�o���m�;�Š�|���|�b�l�;���‹�o�†�]�u�;���r�o�h�b�m�]���-�u�o�†�m�7���u�o�1�h�r�o�o�t�v���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u��
sea slugs, don't be surprised if you spot what appears 
�|�o���0�;���-�m���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�Œ�;�7���0�t�-�1�h���v�t�†�]���‰�;�-�u�b�m�]���-�m���†�m�7�;�u�v�b�Œ�;�7��
�‰�_�b�|�;���v�_�;�t�t�:���$�-�h�;���-���1�t�o�v�;�u���t�o�o�h�7���‹�o�†�]�ˆ�;���f�†�v�|���=�o�†�m�7���-�m��
���t�;�r�_�-�m�|���"�m�-�b�t�7���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���u�;�;�=�]�v���l�o�v�|���1�o�m�ˆ�b�m�1�b�m�]���v�;�-���v�t�†�]��
�t�o�o�h�-�t�b�h�;�v�:��

Kade Mills is ReefWatch Coordinator

Anne Mennell 
I �=�ˆ�;���t�b�ˆ�;�7���o�m�����†�m�†�u�o�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���=�o�u���-�t�l�o�v�|���‘�”���‹�;�-�u�v�:�a���r�-�u�|���=�u�o�l���-���=�;�‰��

�r�u�o�|�;�v�|���l�-�u�1�_�;�v���‰�_�;�m���‹�o�†�m�]�;�u�7�������‰�-�v���m�;�ˆ�;�u���-�m���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�v�|���0�†�|���‰�-�m�|�;�7���|�o��
�=�b�m�7���-���‰�-�‹���|�o���l�-�h�;���-���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�:�a�����=�b�u�v�|���;�m�1�o�†�m�|�;�u�;�7���(���������;�-�u�t�‹���b�m���|�_�;��
ongoing push to protect habitat at the old Holden Proving Ground and 
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v�:�a�(���������r�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���-�m���;�Š�1�;�t�t�;�m�|���u�;�r�o�u�|���o�m���|�_�;��
�ˆ�-�t�†�;���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���-�m�7���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�v���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�:�a��

�	�u�-�‰�b�m�]���o�m���(�������=�v���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���-�m�7���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���‰�o�u�h�7�����=�ˆ�;���†�v�;�7���l�‹���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]��
�v�h�b�t�t�v���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���-���ˆ�-�u�b�;�|�‹���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�-�†�v�;�v�:���$�_�;���(���������|�;�-�l���-�u�;��
�‰�o�m�7�;�u�=�†�t���r�;�o�r�t�;���‰�_�o���-�u�;���r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�b�u���‰�o�u�h�:���$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���|�_�;�‹��
�1�u�;�-�|�;���-���r�u�o�=�;�v�v�b�o�m�-�t�7���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m���7�o�b�m�]���ˆ�b�|�-�t���‰�o�u�h���o�m���o�†�u��
behalf to protect nature and I 
�-�l���ˆ�;�u�‹���_�-�r�r�‹���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�;�b�u��
�;�=�=�o�u�|�v���‰�b�|�_���-���l�o�m�|�_�t�‹���7�o�m�-�|�b�o�m�:��

���v���|�_�;���t�-�|�;���‰�o�m�7�;�u�=�†�t�����-�m�;��
���o�o�7�-�t�t���v�-�b�7�7���<�$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���‰�;���1�-�m�:��
�$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���‰�;���‰�b�t�t�=�:����
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Wandering in a grassy wonderland
ADRIAN MARSHALL, 
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H ere at the Grassy Plains 
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lustre policy and failures to enforce 
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is wandering. This year we have about 
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1. Looking down 
The only way to realise how 
extraordinary our grasslands are is to 
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of the diversity is in between the grass 
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down. 

���|�=�v���t�b�h�;���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_�7���b�|�=�v��
�f�†�v�|���‰�-�|�;�u�:�����†�|���o�m���-���l�-�v�h���-�m�7���r�o�r���‹�o�†�u��
�_�;�-�7���0�;�t�o�‰���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���-�m�7�����������4��
�$�_�;�u�;�]�v���-���1�o�u�-�t���u�;�;�=�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
�-���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���l�-�‹���t�o�o�h���t�b�h�;���-���r�-�7�7�o�1�h�7��
�=�u�o�l���‰�b�|�_�b�m���b�|�=�v���-���‰�o�m�7�;�u�t�-�m�7�:��

2. Raising awareness 
A wander is an exercise in awareness. 
���=���t�;�-�u�m�b�m�]���|�o���v�;�;���|�_�;���u�†�v�v�;�|���o�=���-��
sward of Kangaroo Grass, or the 
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Lily. 
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through the issues threatening these 
wonderlands. The big picture stuff, 
policy and resourcing, and the local 
threats. 
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capacity to protect. We need that. 

3. Remembering the past 
A wander is honouring what has been 
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grassy plains of Victoria. We can only 
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Grassland in Cairnlea. Its destruction 
for a road has been approved by 
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provide developers the access they 
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Corner, now also proposed for 
destruction. 

Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a belief they are inferior to animals

Sun orchids  
genus�_�$�_�;�r�‹�l�b�|�u�-
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an underground tuber, surfacing only as a single strappy 
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or stripes. 
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�o�u�1�_�b�7�v���-�u�;���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���]�;�m�;�u�-�7���‰�b�|�_���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���“�•��
species living in Victoria alone. 
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�7�;�t�b�1�b�o�†�v���m�;�1�|�-�u���u�;�‰�-�u�7�v���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���7�o�m�=�|���7�;�t�b�ˆ�;�u�:��

�$�u�†�;���|�o���|�_�;�b�u���m�-�l�;�7���v�†�m���o�u�1�_�b�7���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���o�m�t�‹���=�†�t�t�‹���o�r�;�m��
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unfurling their petals.  
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Meghan Lindsay is Communications Advisor

4. Managing the future 
We wander to inspect and assess, 
to understand how well or poorly a 
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���b�v���0�;�b�m�]���l�-�m�-�]�;�7�:���)�;���7�o��
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thereof is one of the biggest threats 
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an option. They need to be grazed or 
slashed or burnt regularly, otherwise 
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places that have been ignored, and 
everything in between. And we always 
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5. Networking and conspiring 
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out of a wander. Locals can begin to 
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contractors discover details they were 
never taught, we hear the history of 
our conservation efforts, we get to 
�1�o�m�v�r�b�u�;�4��

6. Community building 
Wandering grows our grassy 
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artists, activists, professionals and 
�-�l�-�|�;�†�u�v�7���r�;�o�r�t�;���f�†�v�|���‰�-�m�|�b�m�]���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;��
fun, explorers and idlers. Whoever 
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helps protect these precious places, 
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7 to 32... 
We wander to connect, respect and 
help protect. To celebrate, show care 
and build local identity. To share 
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To wonder at the incredible 
interconnectedness and understand 
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across cultures and to send the 
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a fence. 

33. We wander to stay grassy!  

Check out upcoming wanders Check out upcoming wanders 
on our activities pageon our activities page
activities.vnpa.org.auactivities.vnpa.org.au

We’ve got a great new activities We’ve got a great new activities 
registration system in place, with registration system in place, with 

waitlists for tours with capped waitlists for tours with capped 
numbers. If you register but numbers. If you register but 

can’t attend, please let us know. can’t attend, please let us know. 
For some events we’re trialling For some events we’re trialling 

carpooling too. Let us know how carpooling too. Let us know how 
it’s all working! it’s all working! 
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(Thelymitra ixiodes) | MEGHAN LINDSAY

Plant Blindness*  with Meghan Lindsay
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waters of the Wurundjeri, 
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their ongoing role in caring for 
Country

Loopholes and 
logging trucks
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end logging are instead being used to 
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Allan rejected suggestions that Victoria 
has effectively exported its logging 
�r�u�o�0�t�;�l���|�o���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�7���|�;�t�t�b�m�]���l�;�7�b�-���|�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�]�v���r�u�b�o�u�b�|�‹���b�v���0�-�1�h�b�m�]���|�b�l�0�;�u��
�‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���-�m�7���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v��
through the transition. 

���†�u���1�o�m�1�;�u�m���]�o�;�v���‰�;�t�t���0�;�‹�o�m�7��
�b�m�|�;�u�v�|�-�|�;���t�o�]���b�l�r�o�u�|�v�7���_�o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�:��
�$�_�o�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�o�†�]�_���b�|���‰�-�v�7���<�$�b�l�0�;�u��
�$�†�u�l�o�b�t�=���7�b�7�m�]�|���_�-�ˆ�;���|�b�l�;���|�o���1�o�ˆ�;�u���-��
series of loopholes that are allowing 
logging to continue inside Victoria, 
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_�b�m���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:��

Logging by stealth 
���o�|���o�m�;���_�;�1�|�-�u�;���o�=���|�_�;���u�o�†�]�_�t�‹���•�:�v��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���=�o�u�;�v�|���‰�_�;�u�;��
logging was supposed to have 
�;�m�7�;�7���_�-�v���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;�7���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|���t�;�]�-�t��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�:���$�_�-�|�=�v���7�;�v�r�b�|�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v���o�=���‰�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���-�l�o�†�m�|���|�o���|�_�;��
largest expansion of the state's public 
�=�o�u�;�v�|���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l���b�m���b�|�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�:��
�$�_�;���m�;�‰���"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�����‹�J���u�o�7�†�1�|�v��
�
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�7���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���t�†�b�;�|�t�‹���0�‹���|�_�;��
���t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���b�m�����r�u�b�t�7���-�t�t�o�‰�v���|�u�;�;�v��
to be cut down on public land and sold 
�|�o���v�-�‰�l�b�t�t�v���-�m�7���=�b�u�;�‰�o�o�7���1�o�l�r�-�m�b�;�v��
with no independent oversight, no 
enforceable standards and no public 
consultation. 

Several older laws never repealed after 
�|�_�;���‘�•�‘�“���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|���-�u�;���h�;�;�r�b�m�]��
the door open for logging to continue. 
These include provisions in the Forests 
Act 1958���|�_�-�|���v�|�b�t�t���-�t�t�o�‰���r�;�u�l�b�|�v���=�o�u��
�u�;�l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���|�u�;�;�v���=�u�o�l���r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�m�7�7��
state planning provisions that continue 
to allow logging on private land, and 
the Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Act 
1996, which underpinned decades-old 
supply contracts giving industry long-
�|�;�u�l���-�1�1�;�v�v���|�o���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���b�m���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t��
Highlands. 

���o�v�|���v�|�u�b�h�b�m�]�t�‹�7���|�_�;�v�;���]�-�r�v���-�u�;���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹��
�1�-�†�v�b�m�]���7�-�l�-�]�;���b�m�v�b�7�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7��
�-�u�;�-�v�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;���‰�b�|�m�;�v�v�;�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���|�u�†�1�h�v��
loaded with eucalypts leaving Yarra 
�!�-�m�]�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���|�_�;���"�b�t�ˆ�-�m���‰�-�|�;�u��
�1�-�|�1�_�l�;�m�|�7���-�m�7���|�_�;���m�;�‰���)�o�l�0�-�|�J
���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:�����u�;�-�|�;�u��
Gliders and ancient hollow-bearing 
�|�u�;�;�v���-�u�;���-�l�o�m�]���|�_�;���1�-�v�†�-�t�|�b�;�v�:��

Troubled transition 
A recent Victorian Auditor-General 
review, requested by Victorian 
Greens leader Ellen Sandell, identified 
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|���-�m�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]��
�r�u�o�0�t�;�l�v���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�]�v���j�’�‘�•��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m���
�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹���$�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m�����u�o�]�u�-�l�:��
Victorians were told native forest 
�t�o�]�]�b�m�]���_�-�7���;�m�7�;�7�7���‰�_�b�t�;���l�b�t�t�b�o�m�v��
of dollars in transition funding have 
effectively supported logging in 
�$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�:����

The Victorian Greens plan to introduce 
�t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m���-�b�l�;�7���-�|���1�t�o�v�b�m�]���|�_�;��
loopholes, including a bill that would 
�l�-�h�;���b�|���b�t�t�;�]�-�t���=�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���l�b�t�t�v���|�o��
�r�u�o�1�;�v�v���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���|�b�l�0�;�u���v�o�†�u�1�;�7���=�u�o�l��
anywhere in Australia. They would 
repeal laws that leave the door open 
�=�o�u���-���=�†�|�†�u�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���u�;�b�m�v�|�-�|�;��
�1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���o�m���r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�m�7�:��

�"�-�‰�m���_�-�u�7�‰�o�o�7���|�b�l�0�;�u���1�o�m�v�†�l�r�|�b�o�m��
in Australia has fallen by close to 
�v�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;���;�-�u�t�‹���‘�•�•�•�v�7��
�‰�_�b�t�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�v���o�=���7�u�;�v�v�;�7���-�m�7���u�o�†�]�_��
hardwood have dropped by nearly 
�•�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�ˆ�;�u���u�o�†�]�_�t�‹���|�_�;���v�-�l�;��

period. But Australia has, in fact, been 
a net exporter of sawn hardwood 
�|�b�l�0�;�u���b�m���l�o�v�|���u�;�1�;�m�|���‹�;�-�u�v�:�����m�7�†�v�|�u�‹��
�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���b�m�|�;�u�ˆ�b�;�‰�;�7���=�o�u���
�o�†�u��
Corners argued that ending native 
forest logging in Victoria and Western 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���_�-�v���v�b�l�r�t�‹���r�†�v�_�;�7���7�;�l�-�m�7��
�;�t�v�;�‰�_�;�u�;�7���-�m�7���|�_�-�|�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���u�b�v�h�v��
�0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]���l�o�u�;���u�;�t�b�-�m�|���o�m���b�l�r�o�u�|�;�7��
hardwood if local supply dries up. But 
�|�_�b�v���-�m�-�t�‹�v�b�v���o�=���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹��
�7�-�|�-���v�_�o�‰�v���|�_�-�|���b�v�m�=�|���|�_�;���1�-�v�;�:��

�$�_�;���|�-�h�;�-�‰�-�‹���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����������-�m�7����������
investigations is that Victoria's logging 
�0�-�m���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���7�-�m�]�;�u�o�†�v�t�‹���b�m�1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�:��
We encourage Victorians to press their 
local elected representatives to close 
loophole logging across the state. 
�)�b�|�_�o�†�|���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|���t�;�]�-�t���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m��
for our forests, and the repeal of 
�o�†�|�7�-�|�;�7���t�-�‰�v���v�|�b�t�t���o�m���|�_�;���0�o�o�h�v�7���|�_�;��
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���;�m�7���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]��
�u�b�v�h�v���0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]���-���u�;�0�u�-�m�7���u�-�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�m���-��
real end. 

'Timber Turmoil' is available on ABC 
iview. Read EJA's Following the 
Money report at envirojustice.org.au/
publication/following-the-money

W hen ABC's Four Corners 
�-�b�u�;�7���<�$�b�l�0�;�u���$�†�u�l�o�b�t�=�7���b�|�v��

investigation into Australia's native 
�=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���b�m�����†�m�;�7���b�|��
�=�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���|�_�;���l�o�m�;�‹�:�����o�b�m�1�b�7�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_��
�|�_�;���u�;�t�;�-�v�;���o�=���|�_�;�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
���†�v�|�b�1�;�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���P�������Q���u�;�r�o�u�|��Following 
the Money: The unfinished transition 
away from native forest logging, the 
�u�;�r�o�u�|���1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7���‰�_�-�|���‰�;�=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m��
�7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7���=�o�u���‹�;�-�u�v�:��
But it only scratched the surface of a 
�l�†�1�_���0�b�]�]�;�u���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�:��

�$�_�;���v�_�o�‰���|�u�-�1�;�7���_�o�‰�7���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���|�‰�o��
years after Victoria's official end to 
native forest logging on public land, 
trees are still being cut down and 
�|�†�u�m�;�7���b�m�|�o���|�b�l�0�;�u���-�m�7���r�-�r�;�u�:���$�_�;��
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l���=�b�t�l�;�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���|�u�†�1�h�v���1�-�u�u�‹�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���|�u�;�;�v���o�†�|���o�=���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�m���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7��
across Bass Strait, and into Victorian 
�l�b�t�t�v���-�|�����;�‹�=�b�;�t�7���-�m�7�����o�‰�;�t�t�|�o�‰�m�:��

�"�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���l�b�t�t�v���_�-�7���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;�7��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m�v���o�=���7�o�t�t�-�u�v���b�m���v�|�-�|�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
funding explicitly intended to help 
�|�_�;�l���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���-�‰�-�‹���=�u�o�l���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�:���)�_�-�|���|�_�;���v�_�o�‰���7�b�7�m�=�|��
cover is the trees still being cut down 
in Victoria. 

Following the money 
�)�;�=�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�|���7�;�1�-�7�;�v���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�b�m�]���|�o��
end native forest logging in Victoria, 
�-�m�7���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;�7���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�]�v�����-�m�†�-�u�‹��
�‘�•�‘�“���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���;�m�7���b�|���o�m���r�†�0�t�b�1��
�t�-�m�7�:�����|���‰�-�v���-���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
described as one of the largest forest 
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�v���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v��
history. But these investigations 
�v�_�o�‰���|�_�-�|���7�;�v�r�b�|�;���u�o�†�]�_�t�‹���j�•�:�”���0�b�t�t�b�o�m��
�b�m���r�†�0�t�b�1���l�o�m�;�‹���;�-�u�l�-�u�h�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;��
transition, native forest landscapes are 
�v�|�b�t�t���0�;�b�m�]���v�l�-�v�_�;�7�:��

�� �

�
�

Let your elected reps know Let your elected reps know 
it’s time for a REAL end to it’s time for a REAL end to 

native forest loggingnative forest logging

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au// close-the-close-the-
logging-loopholeslogging-loopholes

...these investigations show ...these investigations show 
that despite roughly $1.5 that despite roughly $1.5 
billion in public money billion in public money 

earmarked for the transition, earmarked for the transition, 
native forest landscapes are native forest landscapes are 

still being smashed. still being smashed. 
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�
���(���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���b�m�����u�o�-�f�b�m�]�o�t�o�m�]��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���
�;�0�u�†�-�u�‹���‘�•�‘�u���G��EJA �Æ
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SAYS DOUG ROBINSON, 
�(�������������&�������������!

N�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7��
areas are one of the best ways 

�|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���m�-�|�†�u�;�7���-�m�7���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���b�v�m�=�|��
pulling its weight.  

���m���	�;�1�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�‘�7�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���‰�-�v���o�m�;��
�o�=���•�v�v���1�o�†�m�|�u�b�;�v���|�o���v�b�]�m���|�_�;�a���†�m�l�b�m�]��
Montreal Global Biodiversity 
�
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h���P�����
�Q�7���-���t�-�m�7�l�-�u�h���r�-�1�|���|�o��
halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 
�‘�•�’�•�:�����|�v���_�;�-�7�t�b�m�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;���b�v���|�_�;���=�’�•��
�0�‹���’�•�=���|�-�u�]�;�|�9���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�;��
�-�|���t�;�-�v�|���’�•�w���o�=���|�_�;���‰�o�u�t�7�=�v���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��
�‰�-�|�;�u�v���0�‹���‘�•�’�•�:��

Earlier this year, every Australian 
jurisdiction signed up to help deliver 
this target as part of a national 
�b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m���r�t�-�m���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�=�|�;�u��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���_�;�t�r���=�†�t�=�b�t�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���|�_�;�������
�:��

�$�_�;���r�t�-�m���1�o�l�l�b�|�v���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v��
�|�o�9���;�Š�r�-�m�7�b�m�]���m�†�l�0�;�u���-�m�7���v�b�Œ�;���o�=��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���-�m�7�8���r�u�b�o�u�b�|�b�v�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���|�_�-�|���l�-�|�|�;�u���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���=�o�u��

biodiversity. These are the places 
that build a representative and well-
�1�o�m�m�;�1�|�;�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l�:�����|�=�v���-���]�o�-�t��
that lines up neatly with the Victorian 
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���o�‰�m���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�7��
�l�-�7�;���b�m���b�|�v���‘�•�’�•�����b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹�����t�-�m�7���|�o��
�<�l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m���-�m�7���;�m�_�-�m�1�;���-���‰�o�u�t�7�J�1�t�-�v�v��
�v�‹�v�|�;�l���o�=���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v�=�:��

�"�o���_�o�‰���b�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�u�-�1�h�b�m�]�5�����o�|���‰�;�t�t�:��
By national standards, Victoria is a 
�t�-�]�]�-�u�7�7���u�-�m�h�b�m�]���v�b�Š�|�_���o�†�|���o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�]�v��
�;�b�]�_�|���f�†�u�b�v�7�b�1�|�b�o�m�v�:�����v���o�=���‘�•�‘�“�7���o�m�t�‹��
�•�v�w���o�=���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�=�v���t�-�m�7���-�m�7���b�m�t�-�m�7��
waters were protected, a rise of 
�o�m�t�‹���•�:�”�w���v�b�m�1�;���‘�•�•�u���P�m�o�|�b�m�]���u�;�1�;�m�|��
�-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���b�m���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���-�u�;�m�=�|��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7�Q�:�����-�u�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���-�u�;��
also lagging, with no additions since 
�‘�•�•�‘���-�m�7���-���r�o�t�b�1�‹���0�-�m���o�m���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]��
�m�;�‰���o�m�;�v���v�b�m�1�;���‘�•�•�v�:��

A reserve system with 
gaping holes 
���u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���-�u�;�m�=�|���f�†�v�|���-�v�v�;�v�v�;�7��
�0�‹���v�b�Œ�;�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���-�v�v�;�v�v�;�7���-�]�-�b�m�v�|���|�_�;��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���"�‹�v�|�;�l�=�v���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1��
�1�u�b�|�;�u�b�-���o�=���<�1�o�l�r�u�;�_�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;�m�;�v�v�7��
�-�7�;�t�†�-�1�‹���-�m�7���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�m�;�v�v�:�=�����m��
�|�_�-�|���v�1�o�u�;�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
�-�t�v�o���_�-�v���-���t�o�m�]���‰�-�‹���|�o���]�o�:���$�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�=�v��
�o�‰�m�����b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���‘�•�’�•�����t�-�m���-�7�l�b�|�v���-�v��
�l�†�1�_�7���;�v�|�b�l�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���-�r�r�u�o�Š�b�l�-�|�;�t�‹��

�‘�:�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t��
land needs protecting to achieve the 
�‰�o�u�t�7�J�1�t�-�v�v���v�‹�v�|�;�l���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7�:����

�$�_�;���]�-�r�v���-�u�;���v�|�-�u�h�:�����m�;���b�m���|�_�u�;�;���o�=��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���‘�–���0�b�o�u�;�]�b�o�m�v���=�-�b�t�v���|�o���l�;�;�|��
�|�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���0�;�m�1�_�l�-�u�h���o�=���_�-�ˆ�b�m�]���-�|��
�t�;�-�v�|���•�•�w���o�=���b�|�v���-�u�;�-���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7�:�����m�7��
�”�•�–���o�=���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�=�v���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���|�‹�r�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
no protection at all. 

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�-�u�h�v���t�o�o�h���0�;�|�|�;�u���o�m��
paper than they are in reality. Many 
�v�o�J�1�-�t�t�;�7���<�l�-�u�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v�=���v�|�b�t�t��
allow recreational fishing. Strip those 
out and only 5% of Victorian waters 
are genuinely protected, the second 
lowest of any state or territory in 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:�����|�=�v���-�t�v�o���0�;�;�m���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�”��
�‹�;�-�u�v���v�b�m�1�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���t�-�v�|���=�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹���u�;�J
�-�v�v�;�v�v�;�7���b�|�v���l�-�u�b�m�;���-�m�7���1�o�-�v�|�-�t���-�u�;�-�v��
�|�o���t�o�o�h���-�|���‰�_�-�|���m�;�;�7�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]�:��

A chance to catch up 
�$�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���’�•���0�‹���’�•���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|��
is a rare opportunity for Victoria to 
�1�t�o�v�;���|�_�;���]�-�r�:��� �†�;�;�m�v�t�-�m�7���-�m�7���"�o�†�|�_��
Australia have both recently released 
protected area strategies to guide 
their own progress. Victoria urgently 
�m�;�;�7�v���|�o���7�o���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���=�o�u���b�|�v���t�-�m�7��
�-�m�7���v�;�-�v���b�=���b�|�=�v���v�;�u�b�o�†�v���-�0�o�†�|���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���‰�o�u�t�7�J�1�t�-�v�v���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l���b�|���_�-�v��
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7�:��

30 ways to reach 
30x30  
in Victoria

� Develop a protected area strategy 
for Victoria’s land and seas to work 
out key gaps and priorities on 
public and private land. 

� Implement recommendation 
20 from VEAC’s Statewide 
Assessment report (2016) to 
prioritise investigation into the 
Southwest region, Strzelecki 
Ranges and Gippsland 
Plains bioregions to identify 
opportunities to expand the 
reserve system.

�� Commit to funding national parks 
and other protected areas to at 
least one per cent of the State 
Budget. 

� Create a dedicated fund to 
support establishment of 
Indigenous Protected Areas, 
as part of Victoria’s Treaty 
commitments. 

�� Increase protection of all native 
grasslands (and other grassy 
habitats) across Victoria on both 
public and private land by using 
all available means, including 
purchase, conservation covenants, 
planning tools and significantly 
increased penalties for illegal 
clearing. 

�� Maintain parks and reserves for 
the primary purpose of nature 
conservation and enjoyment of 
nature – not as opportunities for 
development. 

� In line with Priority 19 in the 
Biodiversity 2037 Plan, adopt a 
whole-of-government approach 
to delivering 30x30 outcomes, 
which entails protection and 
conservation commitments by 
authorities and agencies. �� Accelerate the transition to 

proper protection for state forests 
across Victoria, including Special 
Protection Zones and Immediate 
Protection Areas. 

�� Fully fund and implement the 
Victorian Deer Control Strategy. 

� Amend existing legislation so land 
protected under conservation 
covenants is exempt from local 
government rates (as in NSW). 

�� End recreational fishing in all 
existing marine parks. 

�� Create a standalone regulator 
(or expand the Conservation 
Regulator's role) to oversee 
Forest Fire Management Victoria’s 
fire prevention and logging-like 
activities. 

�� Change existing legislation to 
recognise designated Ramsar 
wetlands like Western Port Bay as 
formal protected areas. 

�� Reinstate the Victorian Marine 
and Coastal Council (or similar) 
to provide independent advice to 
government on appropriate use of 
marine and coastal habitats. 

�� Develop a threatened wildlife 
strategy and recurrent funding 
to implement it (as done in other 
jurisdictions). 

� Re-establish a dedicated fund 
for buying land to help meet 
protected area targets for highly 
cleared bioregions and habitats, 
and to help protect habitat for 
threatened wildlife. 

��  steps to completing our world class reserve system

�� Commit to completing 
Melbourne’s grassland reserves as 
required as part of the Melbourne 
Strategic Assessment. 

�� Implement recurrent funding for 
Traditional Owner co-management 
of national parks and other public 
lands as part of Victoria’s Treaty 
commitments. 

� Re-establish the Victorian 
Environmental Assessment 
Council (VEAC), or similar, as an 
independent body to oversee and 
advise on public land use. 

�� Complete implementation of 
central west parks including 
formalisation of promised smaller 
reserves and regional parks. 

�� Commit to reinstate fisheries 
officers, restore park ranger 
numbers and rebuild specialist 
capacity in compliance, 
biodiversity, heritage and 
recreation management, and park 
planning. 

� Increase Trust for Nature’s 
Revolving Fund capacity with a 
one-off government contribution 
of at least $25 million from the 
Sustainability Fund or similar. �� Implement recommendation 

21 from VEAC’s Statewide 
Assessment report (2016) to 
review the comprehensiveness, 
adequacy and representativeness 
of Victoria’s marine protected 
areas and identify additional areas 
for inclusion. 

�� Restore funding and frontline 
capacity to tackle invasive species 
across the state. 

� Better protect state forest across 
eastern Victoria, including: 

• Create a Great Forest National 
Park or significantly expand and 
link existing Central Highlands 
parks, including linking Yarra 
Ranges, Baw Baw, Kinglake and 
Lake Eildon national parks and 
Cathedral Ranges, Bunyip and 
Moondarra state parks. 

• Expand and link East Gippsland 
national parks, including Alpine, 
Coopracambra, Croajingolong, 
Errinundra and Snowy River. 

• Support Emerald Link, a 
community-led, conservation 
initiative for East Gippsland. 

• Assess and nominate eastern 
Victoria’s forests for UNESCO 
World Heritage listing. 

�� Commit to a Marine Spatial Plan 
for Western Port Bay, backed by a 
Western Port Fund to deliver it. 

�� Make sure the ban on native forest 
logging is maintained, and that all 
logging loopholes are closed off. 

�� Commit to a standalone 
environment minister who controls 
all aspects of the portfolio, 
including public land management, 
without conflicting responsibilities. 

�� Make sure the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act’s Scientific Advisory 
Committee is retained, to provide 
independent integrity for this key 
piece of state nature law. 

�� Recognise the wishes of 80% of 
all Victorians who say they want 
more parks! 

�$�o�o�t�-�m�]�b���"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�7���)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��JUSTIN CALLY 
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�;�v�;���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m�v���-�u�;���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v��

of the ���†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b���_�����†�m�†�u�o�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

�‘�•�•���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�u�;��
�o�u�1�_�b�7�v�:�����-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
and fungi protected under state nature 
law only live in Victoria and would 
qualify to be listed under federal 
nature laws, which give a higher level 
�o�=���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�:���+�;�|���1�†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹�7���l�-�m�‹��
�o�=���|�_�;�l���-�u�;���m�o�|�:�����v���-���u�;�v�†�t�|�7���l�-�m�‹��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���o�m���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7���t�-�1�h��
protection. Tragically, orchids such as 
Caladenia brachyscapa and Caladenia 
thysanochila are already extinct. 

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���1�-�m���1�o�l�;���b�m���-��
bewildering array of colours and 
�=�o�u�l�v�7���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���b�m���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���=�u�o�l��
�|�_�;���1�o�-�v�|���|�o���|�_�;�����t�r�v�:�����u�1�_�b�7�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
evolved specialised relationships with 
�r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u�v���-�m�7���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b�:���$�_�;�b�u��
pollination is particularly fascinating, 
exhibiting an extraordinary diversity 
�o�=���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�;�v���u�-�m�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l��
sexually deceptive orchids that attract 
�l�-�t�;���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u�v���0�‹���l�b�l�b�1�h�b�m�]���=�;�l�-�t�;��
�b�m�v�;�1�|���r�_�;�u�o�l�o�m�;�v�7���|�o���l�o�u�;���|�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�v�‹�v�|�;�l�v���|�_�-�|���u�;�‰�-�u�7���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u�v���‰�b�|�_��
nectar. Many orchids rely on only 
one or a few pollinator species to set 
seed. Understanding these pollinator 
relationships and their distribution 
across the landscape is therefore 
critical for effective conservation. 

���u�1�_�b�7���v�;�;�7�v���-�u�;���|�_�;���v�l�-�t�t�;�v�|���o�=���-�t�t��
�=�t�o�‰�;�u�b�m�]���r�t�-�m�|�v�:���&�m�t�b�h�;���l�-�m�‹���o�|�_�;�u��
�r�t�-�m�|���=�-�l�b�t�b�;�v�7���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���7�o���m�o�|���=�o�u�l���-��
�r�;�u�v�b�v�|�;�m�|���v�;�;�7���0�-�m�h���b�m���|�_�;���v�o�b�t�7���-�m�7��
�-�u�;���u�;�t�b�-�m�|���o�m���v�r�;�1�b�=�b�1���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t��
�=�†�m�]�b���|�o���]�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�;�:�����m���l�-�m�‹���1�-�v�;�v�7��

these fungi are undescribed by 
�v�1�b�;�m�1�;�:�����m�1�;���]�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�;�7�7���o�u�1�_�b�7�v��
�=�-�1�;���-���l�‹�u�b�-�7���o�=���|�_�u�;�-�|�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]��
herbivory by invasive species such as 
rabbits, deer, pigs, horses and goats, 
�-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���=�u�o�l���o�ˆ�;�u�-�0�†�m�7�-�m�|��
native herbivores and invasive weeds. 
�$�_�;�v�;���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;�v���-�u�;���1�o�l�r�o�†�m�7�;�7��
�0�‹���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�7���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1���-�m�7��
ongoing land clearing and habitat 
�=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m�7���‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�ˆ�;���t�;�=�|���l�-�m�‹��
populations isolated, genetically 
depauperate and highly vulnerable to 
extinction. 

�
�o�u���l�-�m�‹�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���-�m�7��
Endangered plants, including orchids, 
addressing threats alone is no longer 
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T here are about 36,000 orchid 
species worldwide, with Australia 

�_�o�l�;���|�o���-�t�l�o�v�|���‘�7�•�•�•�:���"�-�7�t�‹�7���“�”���r�;�u��
cent of all orchids that have been 
assessed by the International Union 
�=�o�u�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�=�����-�|�†�u�;���P���&�����Q��
are threatened with extinction. In 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���‘�•�u���o�=���|�_�;���•�7�’�v�“���r�t�-�m�|�v��
listed as threatened under federal 
�m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰���P�������������1�|�Q���-�u�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v�:��
�$�_�;�b�u���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���-��
significant challenge. 

Victoria is in a unique position. 
All native plants assessed under 
�v�|�-�|�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰���P�
�
�������1�|�Q���†�v�;��
IUCN regional threat categories 
�|�o���7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�;���;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���u�b�v�h���-�|���-��
�v�|�-�|�;���t�;�ˆ�;�t�:�����m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���•�7�u�‘�‘���r�t�-�m�|��
species are listed as Extinct, Critically 
Endangered or Vulnerable. More than 

Preventing
orchid

extinction

sufficient. Population sizes are now 
�v�o���v�l�-�t�t���|�_�-�|���-�1�|�b�ˆ�;�7���v�r�;�1�b�;�v�J�v�r�;�1�b�=�b�1��
intervention is required to prevent 
extinction and support recovery. 

�$�_�;���!�����(�����u�1�_�b�7�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
���u�o�]�u�-�l���-�b�l�v���|�o���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|���;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���0�‹�9��

• Conserving genetically diverse 
�1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���o�=���v�;�;�7���-�m�7���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t��
fungi. 

• ���u�o�r�-�]�-�|�b�m�]���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|���;�Š�J�v�b�|�†��
conservation collections to support 
seed orcharding and reintroduction 
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�:��

• Reintroducing orchids to 
�r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���r�†�0�t�b�1���o�u��
private land where appropriate 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|�7���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u�v���-�m�7���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t��
fungi occur. 

• Engaging landholders, local 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�m�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���b�m��
�|�_�;�v�;���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:��

�$�o���7�-�|�;�7���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���_�-�v���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7��
�-�m���;�Š�J�v�b�|�†���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���‘�•�‘��
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v�:���$�_�;���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�v���-�t�l�o�v�|��
�’�•�7�•�•�•���r�t�-�m�|�v���]�u�o�‰�m���v�‹�l�0�b�o�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
�=�u�o�l���v�;�;�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u���-�v�v�o�1�b�-�|�;�7��
�l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b�:���$�_�;���o�u�1�_�b�7���v�;�;�7��
�0�-�m�h���m�o�‰���_�o�t�7�v���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���”�7�•�•�•��
�v�-�l�r�t�;�v���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�b�m�]���’�•���]�;�m�;�u�-��
�-�m�7���’�•�•���o�u�1�_�b�7���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���=�u�o�l���-�1�u�o�v�v��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:�����m���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�7���|�_�;���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t��
�=�†�m�]�b���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�v���-�t�l�o�v�|��
�’�7�•�•�•���1�u�‹�o�r�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�7���=�†�m�]�-�t���v�-�l�r�t�;�v�:��
�)�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���m�†�l�;�u�o�†�v���r�u�o�f�;�1�|��
�r�-�u�|�m�;�u�v�7���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���_�-�v���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�m��
�u�;�b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�|�b�o�m�v���-�|���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���“�•���v�b�|�;�v�:��
�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;�v�;���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v�7���l�†�1�_��
�‰�o�u�h���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���|�o���0�;���7�o�m�;�:��

Restoring Robust Spider-
orchids to Raymond Island 
The Robust Spider-orchid (Caladenia 
valida)���‰�-�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1�-�t�t�‹���h�m�o�‰�m���=�u�o�l���•�•��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7�7���-�v��
well as Anglesea, Portland and South 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:�����o�u�;���|�_�-�m���•�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�u�;���m�o�‰���]�o�m�;�:�����m��
�!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7�7���!�o�0�†�v�|���"�r�b�7�;�u�J�o�u�1�_�b�7�v��
�_�-�ˆ�;���7�‰�b�m�7�t�;�7���=�u�o�l���•�•���v�b�|�;�v���-�m�7���o�ˆ�;�u��
�”�•�”���r�t�-�m�|�v���b�m���•�–�–�•�7���|�o���|�_�u�;�;���v�b�|�;�v���-�m�7��
less than 30 plants.

���l�;�u�]�b�m�]���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���v�†�]�]�;�v�|�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
populations are a distinct evolutionary 
�†�m�b�|���=�u�o�l���|�_�o�v�;���b�m���"�o�†�|�_�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:��
�)�b�|�_���|�_�;���;�m�|�b�u�;���u�;�l�m�-�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
population being fewer than 30 plants, 
urgent action was needed to bolster 
their genetic resilience. EPBC Act 
�t�b�v�|�b�m�]���b�v���‰�-�u�u�-�m�|�;�7���|�o���v�;�1�†�u�;���|�_�;�l��
into the future. 

���m���-���1�_�b�t�t�‹���‰�b�m�|�;�u���l�o�u�m�b�m�]���|�_�b�v�����†�t�‹�7��
a convoy of orchid enthusiasts, 
conservationists and volunteers 
�7�;�v�1�;�m�7�;�7���o�m���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7���‰�b�|�_��
�-���v�_�-�u�;�7���l�b�v�v�b�o�m�9���|�o���]�b�ˆ�;���o�m�;���o�=��
Victoria's rarest plants a fighting 
�1�_�-�m�1�;�:�����u�l�;�7���‰�b�|�_���l�;�-�v�†�u�b�m�]���|�-�r�;�v�7��
plant tags, stainless-steel cages and 
enough insect repellent to ward off 
�-�m���-�u�l�‹���o�=���l�o�v�t�†�b�|�o�;�v�7���|�_�;���|�;�-�l���v�;�|��
about returning hundreds of Robust 
Spider-orchids to the bush. 

These orchids have suffered 
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���7�;�1�t�b�m�;�v���o�m���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7��
Island, particularly following habitat 
destruction, flooding events and 
rising groundwater levels. To prevent 
extinction, RBGV has spent several 
�‹�;�-�u�v���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�‹�b�m�]���-�m�7���l�-�r�r�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u��
pollinator across the landscape. 
Research revealed that Robust Spider-
orchids rely on a single undescribed 
thynnine wasp, belonging to the 
genus Phymatothynnus. Concurrently, 
conservation staff developed a 
�]�;�m�;�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹���b�m�=�o�u�l�;�7���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�7��
�r�u�o�r�-�]�-�|�;�7���_�†�m�7�u�;�7�v���o�=���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���=�u�o�l��
�v�;�;�7���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�;�7���o�m���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7�7��
�]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���v�‹�l�0�b�o�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u��
�;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b���b�m���v�r�;�1�b�-�t�b�v�|��
conservation facilities at RBGV 
Cranbourne. 

���m���)�b�m�|�;�u���‘�•�‘�u�7���-�r�r�u�o�Š�b�l�-�|�;�t�‹���‘�•�•��
Robust Spider-orchids were returned 
�|�o���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t��
�u�;�b�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]��
population. Each plant selected for 
reintroduction was carefully assessed 
�=�o�u���v�b�Œ�;���-�m�7���ˆ�b�]�o�†�u�7���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�7���-�m�7��
tagged before being planted within 
a protective cage inside a fenced 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���v�b�|�;�:���$�_�;�v�;���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�v��
�‰�;�u�;���7�;�v�b�]�m�;�7���|�o���l�-�Š�b�l�b�v�;���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�-�t��
�-�m�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�;���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���o�=���-��
future self-sustaining population. 

The scale of the project relied on 
�-�m���;�Š�|�u�-�o�u�7�b�m�-�u�‹���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���;�=�=�o�u�|�:��
�"�|�-�=�=���=�u�o�l���!�����(���‰�o�u�h�;�7���-�t�o�m�]�v�b�7�;��
���†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v�7���t�o�1�-�t��
landholders, the Australasian Native 
���u�1�_�b�7���"�o�1�b�;�|�‹���-�m�7���|�_�;�����-�b�u�m�v�7�-�t�;��

�
�b�;�t�7�����-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|�v�����t�†�0�7���	�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|��
�o�=�����m�;�u�]�‹�7�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���-�m�7�����t�b�l�-�|�;��
���1�|�b�o�m���P�	���������Q���-�m�7���$�u�†�v�|���
�o�u�����-�|�†�u�;��
to conserve these orchids. The 
planting day also included renowned 
�o�u�1�_�b�7���;�Š�r�;�u�|�v�����-�u�‹�����-�1�h�_�o�†�v�;���-�m�7��
���;�=�=�����;�-�m�;�v�7�����;�m���-�m�7�����o�v�;�;�����-�u�u�b�]�-�m�7��
�-�m�7���t�o�1�-�t���0�o�|�-�m�b�v�|�����-�l�;�v���$�†�u�m�;�u�:��
�$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���|�_�;���|�;�-�l���t�-�b�7���o�†�|���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]��
�]�u�b�7�v�7���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�7���-�m�7���t�-�0�;�t�t�;�7���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t��
orchids, watered plants, installed 
protective cages and carefully planted 
�;�-�1�_���o�u�1�_�b�7���b�m�|�o���b�|�v���m�;�‰���_�o�l�;�:���$�_�;��
reintroduction of Robust Spider-orchids 
�‰�-�v���=�†�m�7�;�7���0�‹���	���������]�v�����-�|�†�u�;���
�†�m�7�:����

Looking into the future 
�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;���7�;�r�|�_���o�=���-�1�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���!�o�0�†�v�|��
�"�r�b�7�;�u�J�o�u�1�_�b�7�v���|�o���7�-�|�;�7���!�����(�=�v���‰�o�u�h��
�7�o�;�v���m�o�|���;�m�7���_�;�u�;�:���$�_�;���;�Š�-�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m��
�o�=���=�t�o�‰�;�u���l�o�u�r�_�o�t�o�]�‹�7���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u��
specificity and genetic differences 
�-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v�=���1�†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹��
recognised distribution will be used to 
better understand species boundaries 
and identify distinct populations that 
�l�-�‹���u�;�t�†�b�u�;���v�;�r�-�u�-�|�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:

�$�o���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���|�_�;���1�_�-�m�1�;�v���o�=���|�_�;���o�m�]�o�b�m�]��
survival of Robust Spider-orchids, the 
possibility of additional translocation 
efforts is being assessed. This includes 
�=�†�u�|�_�;�u���u�;�b�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���h�m�o�‰�m��
populations with novel genotypes 
and assisted colonisation into new 
locations in East Gippsland. 

It is hoped that with these actions, the 
�;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���u�b�v�h���=�o�u���|�_�b�v���t�b�|�|�t�;���0�;�-�†�|�‹���‰�b�t�t��
�0�;���u�;�7�†�1�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���7�;�1�-�7�;�v���|�o���1�o�l�;�:

Dr Noushka Reiter (Principal 
Conservation Scientist) and Dr 
Megan Hirst (Seed Ecologist) worked 
on the orchid program with RBGV 
horticulturists Jade Bell and Chris Jenek 

For further information about RBGV’s 
work, visit rbg.vic.gov.au/science

Tours of the orchid glasshouses run 
through to October. Go to rbg.vic.gov.
au/cranbourne-gardens/whats-on-
cranbourne/orchid-conservation-tours

��

�Ç Large scale propagation of Diuris fragrantissima 
at RBGV Cranbourne | NOUSHKA REITER

�È Phymatothynnus sp. aff. pygidialis pollinating Robust 
Spider-orchid (Caladenia valida) | NOUSHKA REITER

�(�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�v���|�u�;�h���|�o���|�_�;���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]���v�b�|�;���o�=��
Caladenia valida���o�m���!�-�‹�l�o�m�7�����v�t�-�m�7�7��

���†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��JAMES CHRISTIE �Æ
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the Wurundjeri  
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

Streamside Reserve
Kororoit Ck K36

JORDAN CROOK 
VISITS A SMALL 
�!���(���!�"���	�����!���"���!�(����

�����������������&�!�����=�"��
���&�$���!���)���"�$

T �†�1�h�;�7���o�=�=���-���0�†�v�‹���=�u�;�;�‰�-�‹���-�m�7��
down a slope you will find this 

�-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���u�;�l�m�-�m�|���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���_�o�t�7�b�m�]���|�b�]�_�|��
�|�o���|�_�;���u�b�ˆ�;�u�=�v���;�7�]�;�:���$�_�;���u�b�ˆ�;�u���b�v���|�_�;��
���o�u�o�u�o�b�|�����u�;�;�h���‰�_�o�v�;���_�;�-�7�‰�-�|�;�u�v���-�u�;��
�†�r���|�_�;���u�o�-�7���-�|�����|�����b�|�h�;�m�7���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
Sunbury and Gisborne.

�$�_�b�v���b�v���-�m���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���v�r�o�|���‰�b�|�_���o�t�7��
�o�ˆ�;�u�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���!�b�ˆ�;�u���!�;�7�����†�l�v���v�_�-�7�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���1�u�;�;�h���-�m�7���‰�-�t�t�v���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�o�-���]�u�-�v�v��

�r�;�u�v�b�v�|�b�m�]���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���0�t�-�1�h�0�;�u�u�b�;�v�:�����|��
�=�;�;�t�v���t�b�h�;���]�o�b�m�]���0�-�1�h���b�m���|�b�l�;�:

�&�m�7�;�u�=�o�o�|���o�m���|�_�;���1�u�;�;�h���0�;�7�7���|�_�;��
�ˆ�o�t�1�-�m�b�1���u�o�1�h�v���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���|�†�u�m�;�7���b�m�|�o��
pebbles through the abrasion and 
weathering of the running river. 

�	�†�u�b�m�]���l�‹���=�b�u�v�|���ˆ�b�v�b�|���b�m�����†�m�;�7���|�_�;��
�u�b�ˆ�;�u�0�;�7���‰�-�v���l�o�v�|�t�‹���7�u�‹���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
�r�o�m�7�v���‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;���t�o�1�-�t���7�†�1�h�v���‰�;�u�;��
�0�†�v�‹���=�;�;�7�b�m�]�:���)�-�t�h�b�m�]���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;���u�b�ˆ�;�u��
bed that runs the length of the reserve 
�b�v���t�†�b�|�;���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]�:���+�o�†���]�;�|���|�o���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;��
�-���ˆ�b�;�‰���|�_�;���7�†�1�h�v���-�m�7���|�†�u�|�t�;�v���;�m�f�o�‹�:

When I returned to the reserve in 
late August, I found the river gushing, 
with the worn riverbed high in fast 
flowing water. The addition of water 
flows brought the reserve to life, 
�‰�b�|�_���m�†�l�;�u�o�†�v���0�b�u�7�v���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�l�-�]�m�b�=�b�1�;�m�|���!�b�ˆ�;�u���!�;�7�����†�l�v���1�t�o�v�;���|�o��
flowering. 

���ˆ�;�m���|�_�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�v���v�l�-�t�t���-�m�7��
�b�m���-���_�b�]�_�t�‹���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�;�7���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�7���b�|�]�v���-��
�0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���_�o�l�;���|�o���t�o�1�-�t���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:��
�����]�u�o�†�v�;���r�-�u�h���-�m�7���-���]�u�;�-�|���r�t�-�1�;���|�o��
�ˆ�b�v�b�|�4����

���o�m�v�|�b�|�†�|�b�o�m�-�t���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�-�m�1�;
I�m���t�-�|�;�����†�t�‹�7���(���������_�;�t�7���-���v�r�;�1�b�-�t��

�]�;�m�;�u�-�t���l�;�;�|�b�m�]���|�o���r�-�v�v���1�_�-�m�]�;�v��
to our constitution. Prior to this, 
the Governance, Policy and Legal 
�P�������Q�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���_�-�7���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7��
a review of the constitution for a 
�m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=���u�;�-�v�o�m�v�9����

• ���|���‰�-�v���•�•���‹�;�-�u�v���v�b�m�1�;���b�|���‰�-�v���t�-�v�|��
reviewed and to be relevant 
�|�o���|�_�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�=�v���1�_�-�m�]�b�m�]��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�7���b�|���‰�-�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���|�o��
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���b�|���v�|�b�t�t���l�;�|���o�†�u���m�;�;�7�v�:����

• Rules of governance for 
incorporated associations have 
recently been updated requiring us 
�|�o���-�7�o�r�|���v�o�l�;���l�-�m�7�-�|�o�u�‹���m�;�‰���u�†�t�;�v�:��

• The governance of our association 
has changed significantly since the 
�v�l�-�t�t���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���u�†�m���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m��
�|�o�o�h���v�_�-�r�;�:���"�b�m�1�;���|�_�;�m�7���l�o�v�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���-�7�l�b�m���‰�o�u�h���b�v���m�o�‰���l�-�m�-�]�;�7��

by paid staff and the Council is a 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���o�=���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|���u�-�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�m��
of operation. Modern governance 
practices need to be reflected in this 
change of organisational structure. 

�$�_�;���l�o�u�;���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���-�u�;�9��

• Council was reduced to eight 
���o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v���7�o�‰�m���=�u�o�l���•�‘���P�|�_�b�v��
reflects the focus on governance, 
�m�o�|���o�r�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�Q�:��

• �)�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;���l�-�m�7�-�|�;���=�o�u���-��
�m�o�l�b�m�;�;���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���-���=�b�m�-�m�1�b�-�t��
�l�;�l�0�;�u���=�o�u���-�|���t�;�-�v�|���•�‘���l�o�m�|�_�v�:��
Currently only coopted Councillors 
avoid that stipulation until the next 
AGM. 

• Councillors are elected for a three-
�‹�;�-�u���|�;�m�†�u�;���P�1�†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹���o�m�;���‹�;�-�u���-�|��
�-���|�b�l�;�Q�:���$�_�b�v���b�v���l�o�7�;�u�m���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�;��
and gives Councillors a reasonable 
�t�;�m�]�|�_���|�;�u�l�:��

• �)�;���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���-���l�-�Š�b�l�†�l���o�=���m�b�m�;��
years as a Councillor. Beyond this 
�|�b�l�;�7���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v���1�-�m���v�|�b�t�t��
�1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���-���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�:��

�$�_�;�v�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���‰�b�t�t���|�-�h�;���r�t�-�1�;���-�|��
�|�_�;���‘�•�‘�•���������7���-�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���|�b�l�;���=�o�u��
Councillors to decide if they wish to 
�m�o�l�b�m�-�|�;���-�]�-�b�m�7���-�m�7���|�o���v�|�-�]�]�;�u���|�;�u�l�v��
so that not all Councillors roll over at 
the once. As part of the change, we 
�1�_�o�v�;���|�o���u�;�m�-�l�;���|�_�;�����o�†�m�1�b�t���|�o�����o�-�u�7��
�-�m�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v���|�o���	�b�u�;�1�|�o�u�v�:��

�(���������m�o�‰���_�-�v���-���l�o�7�;�u�m���1�o�m�v�|�b�|�†�|�b�o�m��
that will serve us well into the future. 
�$�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†���|�o���|�_�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;��
���������1�o�m�v�|�b�|�†�|�b�o�m���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���]�u�o�†�r�7��
�|�_�;�����������1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���-�m�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t���=�o�u��
�|�_�;�b�u���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���-�m�7���|�o���-�t�t���|�_�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v��
who supported these changes at the 
�v�r�;�1�b�-�t���]�;�m�;�u�-�t���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�:��

Chris Hibburt, GPL Committee Chair

���������u�;�1�u�†�b�|�l�;�m�|���†�r�7�-�|�;��
A �=�|�;�u���-�t�l�o�v�|���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v���-�|���(��������

�-�m�7���“�•���‹�;�-�u�v���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�b�m�]���b�m���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�7�����Š�;�1�†�|�b�ˆ�;��
�	�b�u�;�1�|�o�u�����-�|�|���!�†�1�_�;�t���_�-�v���7�;�1�b�7�;�7���b�|�=�v��
�|�b�l�;���|�o���u�;�|�b�u�;�:

���m���-���u�;�|�b�u�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|���;�l�-�b�t��
�|�o���(���������l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v�7��
���-�|�|���v�-�b�7���_�;���‰�-�v���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7���|�o��
�v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]���l�o�u�;���|�b�l�;���o�m���|�_�;���=�-�u�l���-�m�7��
�b�m���|�_�;���0�†�v�_���;�m�f�o�‹�b�m�]���v�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;��
�r�t�-�1�;�v���_�;�]�v���v�r�;�m�|���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]��
to protect.

���-�|�|���‰�o�m�=�|���0�;���t�;�-�ˆ�b�m�]���b�l�l�;�7�b�-�|�;�t�‹�:��
���ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���m�;�Š�|���v�K�•�‘���l�o�m�|�_�v���_�;�=�t�t���h�;�;�r��
�‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���(�����������o�†�m�1�b�t���-�m�7��
�v�|�-�=�=���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���b�v��
�v�l�o�o�|�_�7���‰�_�b�t�;���‰�;���u�;�l�-�b�m���=�o�1�†�v�;�7���o�m��
�|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���‰�o�u�h���-�_�;�-�7�:��

�����‰�-�m�|���|�o���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���-�m�7���|�_�-�m�h�����-�|�|��
Ruchel for his outstanding leadership 
�o�=���(���������=�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v�:�����-�|�|��
�_�-�v���0�;�;�m���-�m���†�m�‰�-�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]���1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m���=�o�u��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v��
in Victoria. His dedication has helped 
shape VNPA into the respected and 
�b�m�=�t�†�;�m�|�b�-�t���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m���b�|���b�v���|�o�7�-�‹�:�����m��
�0�;�_�-�t�=���o�=�����o�†�m�1�b�t���-�m�7���-�t�t���o�†�u���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�7��
�����|�_�-�m�h�����-�|�|���=�o�u���_�b�v���;�Š�|�u�-�o�u�7�b�m�-�u�‹��
�1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���‰�b�v�_���_�b�l���;�ˆ�;�u�‹��
success for the future. 

���m�;���o�=�����o�†�m�1�b�t�]�v���l�o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|��
�u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�b�t�b�|�b�;�v���b�v���l�-�h�b�m�]���v�†�u�;���(��������
has the leadership to carry our 
organisation confidently into the 
future. I wanted to share an update 
�‰�b�|�_���‹�o�†���o�m���|�_�;���u�;�1�u�†�b�|�l�;�m�|���o�=���o�†�u��
�m�;�Š�|�����_�b�;�=�����Š�;�1�†�|�b�ˆ�;�����=�=�b�1�;�u���P�������Q�:��

�$�_�;�����������u�o�t�;���‰�-�v���-�7�ˆ�;�u�|�b�v�;�7���b�m���l�b�7�J
August, with applications closing on 
�•�’���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�u�:�����ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���1�o�l�b�m�]��
�l�o�m�|�_�v�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v���‰�b�t�t���0�;���l�;�;�|�b�m�]��
with shortlisted candidates through 
�-���1�o�l�0�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���ˆ�b�u�|�†�-�t���-�m�7���=�-�1�;�J�|�o�J
face interviews. We expect our new 
���������|�o���v�|�-�u�|���b�m���;�-�u�t�‹���
�;�0�u�†�-�u�‹���‘�•�‘�•�:

Whenever an organisation 
experiences a leadership transition, 
�b�|�]�v���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���|�o���‰�o�m�7�;�u���‰�_�-�|���1�o�l�;�v��
�m�;�Š�|�:���
�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���•�•���‹�;�-�u�v�7���(��������
has been an independent, evidence-
�0�-�v�;�7���ˆ�o�b�1�;���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�7���1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m�b�m�]��
�v�|�u�o�m�]�;�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7��
wildlife and habitats in Victoria. That 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���‰�b�t�t���v�|�-�‹���-�v���v�|�u�o�m�]���-�v��
ever. 

�)�;���-�u�;���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u���v�o�l�;�o�m�;���‰�_�o��
shares that passion and who has 
�|�_�;���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���|�o���t�;�-�7���b�l�r�-�1�|�=�†�t��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v�7���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;��
effectively for nature, and navigate 
�|�_�;���1�o�l�r�t�;�Š���1�_�-�t�t�;�m�]�;�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�m��

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���=�-�1�;�v�:�����|���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���|�b�l�;�7��
�|�_�;���m�;�Š�|�����������‰�b�t�t���r�t�-�‹���-���ˆ�b�|�-�t���u�o�t�;��
�b�m���v�|�u�;�m�]�|�_�;�m�b�m�]���(�������]�v���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
financial sustainability by growing 
�o�†�u���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r�7���=�†�m�7�u�-�b�v�b�m�]���-�m�7��
philanthropic support. A strong and 
financially resilient organisation 
is essential if we are to continue 
delivering advocacy and nature 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���|�_�-�|���l�-�|�|�;�u���v�o��
�l�†�1�_���|�o���-�t�t���o�=���†�v�:��

���m���0�;�_�-�t�=���o�=�����o�†�m�1�b�t�7���|�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†��
for your ongoing support and 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���(�������:�������t�o�o�h���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7��
�|�o���h�;�;�r�b�m�]���‹�o�†���†�r�7�-�|�;�7���-�v���‰�;���l�o�ˆ�;��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�b�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���-�m�7��
�‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���-���m�;�‰�����������|�o���t�;�-�7���(��������
into its next chapter. 

Marilyne Crestias, VNPA President

�
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Get into citizen 
science in Australia
Exploring nature through citizen science, 
Erin Roger, Cameron Slatyer, Thomas 
Mesaglio 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�u�7���•�“�“�r�r�7�� 
���"�������–�•�v�J�•�“�v�u�’�•�–�•�u�’

T�_�b�v���m�;�‰���0�o�o�h���-�b�l�v���|�o���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;��
�l�o�u�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���b�m�|�o���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���v�o��

they can understand their surroundings 
through a scientific lens and share that 
�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:�����|��
does a great job covering the what, 
when, how and where of citizen 
science. 

�)�b�|�_���-���r�u�b�l�-�u�b�t�‹�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���=�o�1�†�v�7��
Exploring nature through citizen science 
gives an overview of the growing 
interest and acceptance of public 
participation in scientific projects, 
highlighted through several successful 
�;�Š�-�l�r�t�;�v�:�����m�t�b�m�;���|�o�o�t�v���t�b�h�;���b���-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|��
�l�-�h�;���b�|���;�-�v�‹���=�o�u���r�;�o�r�t�;���|�o���]�;�|���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7�7��
�v�_�-�u�b�m�]���o�0�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�0�o�†�|���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7��
�r�t�-�m�|�v�7���=�†�m�]�b���-�m�7���;�ˆ�;�m���|�_�u�;�-�|�v���t�b�h�;��
invasive species and plant pathogens. 

�$�_�;���0�o�o�h���r�u�o�=�b�t�;�v���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���-�m�7��
�v�_�o�‰�v���_�o�‰���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���l�-�h�b�m�]���-���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�1�;��
in nature conservation. It also outlines 
how to create a project, what to 
�1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�7���_�o�‰���|�o���†�v�;���1�o�l�l�o�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1��
�u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���l�;�|�_�o�7�v���-�m�7���|�b�r�v���=�o�u���-���u�-�m�]�;��
of Australian habitats.  

�$�_�b�v���0�o�o�h���b�v���-���]�o�o�7���v�|�-�u�|�b�m�]���r�o�b�m�|��
for building your own citizen science 
research project, and for inspiring 
people to get involved with existing 
projects. Both are a great way to get 
�l�o�u�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7���b�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���-�m�7���|�o��
�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���-�m�7���-�‰�-�u�;�m�;�v�v���b�m��
our rapidly changing world.  

�����u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7���|�_�b�v���0�o�o�h���=�o�u���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t�v��
�o�u���]�u�o�†�r�v���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���|�o���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
science and the range of ways you can 
get involved. And for anyone interested 
in building their own projects so they 
produce useful, high quality scientific 
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���0�u�b�m�]���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���1�_�-�m�]�;��
�|�o���|�_�;�b�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��

Dr Sera Blair, NatureWatch Coordinator

Understanding an 
Australian icon 
Canis dingo: understanding Australia’s 
apex predator, Bradley P Smith 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�u�7���‘�–�u�r�r�7�� 
���"�������–�•�v�J�•�“�v�u�’�•�v�”�•�u

�	 ingoes (Canis dingo) hold a special 
spot in Australian life, revered 

�-�v���h�b�m���0�‹���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�7��
enthusiastically researched by 
�;�1�o�t�o�]�b�v�|�v�7���-�m�7���t�o�ˆ�;�7���0�‹���l�-�m�‹���o�=���†�v�:����

A growing body of research is adding 
�|�o���o�†�u���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���o�=���	�b�m�]�o�]�v��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���b�m���o�†�u���‰�;�0���o�=���t�b�=�;�7���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
top of the Alps to rolling desert plains. 
���u�-�7�t�;�‹���"�l�b�|�_���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�v���|�_�;���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1�7��
genetic, cultural and political world of 
�	�b�m�]�o�;�v���b�m��Canis dingo: Understanding 
Australia's apex predator. 

�$�_�;���0�o�o�h���-�m�v�‰�;�u�v���-���r�t�;�|�_�o�u�-���o�=��
�t�†�;�v�|�b�o�m�v���-�0�o�†�|���	�b�m�]�o�;�v���-�m�7���|�_�;�b�u��
place in Australia. How did they get 
here? How did they interact with 
carnivores such as Thylacines and 
�$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�m���	�;�ˆ�b�t�v���‰�_�;�m���|�_�;�‹���]�o�|��
here? And how do they adapt to such 
harsh and varied conditions across the 
continent? 

�	�b�m�]�o�;�v�]���r�t�-�1�;���b�m���|�_�;���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���-�m�7��
society is hotly contested by vested 
interests who continue to play politics. 
Many of these interests fabricate 
�†�m�|�u�†�|�_�v���-�0�o�†�|���	�b�m�]�o���0�;�_�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u�7��
instead of learning to live with these 
�b�1�o�m�b�1���-�m�7���†�m�b�t�†�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:��

���=���‹�o�†�=�u�;���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u���-���u�;�-�7���|�o���v�b�m�h��
�‹�o�†�u���|�;�;�|�_���b�m�|�o���o�m���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�v�|��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���o�m���l�-�b�m�t�-�m�7��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���|�_�b�v���0�o�o�h���b�v���=�o�u���‹�o�†�:��

Jordan Crook, Parks & Nature 
Campaigner

Leap into Litoria's 
wetland world 
Litoria and her Wetland Friends, Teisha 
Sloane-Lay. Illustrations by Katie 
Howard 

���†�v�‹�0�b�u�7�����†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�”�7���‘�v�r�r�7�� 
���"�������–�•�v�J�•�–�‘�’�”�–�•�’�’�•

�	 ive into nature with beautiful 
illustrations in Litoria and her 

Wetland Friends. Written by Teisha 
Sloane-Lay and featuring gorgeous 
watercolour illustrations by Katie 
���o�‰�-�u�7�7���b�|���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�v���v�|�o�u�‹���‰�b�|�_���=�-�1�|�v�7��
challenges and ways we can help 
protect our local wetlands. 

Litoria isn't just any frog, she's an 
���m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7�����u�o�‰�t�b�m�]�����u�-�v�v���
�u�o�]��
(Ranoidea raniformis), who shares a 
�_�o�l�;���‰�b�|�_���|�†�u�|�t�;�v�7���=�b�v�_�7���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u��
wetland friends. But when rubbish 
�r�b�t�;�v���†�r���-�m�7���l�-�1�_�b�m�;�v���l�o�ˆ�;���b�m�7���_�;�u��
�_�o�l�;���b�v���b�m���7�-�m�]�;�u���-�m�7���v�_�;���m�;�;�7�v���o�†�u��
�_�;�t�r�:���)�_�-�|���=�o�t�t�o�‰�v���b�v���-���=�†�m�7���u�_�‹�l�b�m�]��
�-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���|�_�-�|���v�_�o�‰�v���_�o�‰���;�ˆ�;�m���v�l�-�t�t��
�-�1�|�b�o�m�v���1�-�m���l�-�h�;���-���0�b�]���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�:��

Teisha Sloane-Lay is a wildlife ecologist 
�-�m�7���-�†�|�_�o�u���‰�b�|�_���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=��
�;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���b�m���|�_�;���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���=�b�;�t�7�:��
�"�_�;���1�o�J�=�o�†�m�7�;�7���
�u�o�]�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�m�7��
�u�†�m�v���-���0�t�o�]���r�u�o�l�o�|�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;�J�0�-�v�;�7��
�t�;�-�u�m�b�m�]���=�o�u���1�_�b�t�7�u�;�m�:���"�_�;�=�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7��
a delightful and engaging story that 
inspires children to care for and 
protect nature. 

�
�u�o�]���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�|�����;�1�|�o�u�7���-�]�;�7���•�7���v�-�b�7�9���<����
�‰�o�†�t�7���7�;�=�b�m�b�|�;�t�‹���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7���|�_�b�v���0�o�o�h��
�|�o���o�|�_�;�u���h�b�7�v�:�������u�;�-�t�t�‹���t�b�h�;���|�_�-�|���|�_�b�v���0�o�o�h��
�]�o�|���|�_�;���b�m�v�r�b�u�-�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l���|�_�b�m�]�v���|�_�-�|��
happened in real life and the authors 
�1�_�-�m�]�;�7���b�|���†�r���-���t�b�|�|�t�;���0�b�|�:�a��

�]�����t�b�h�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���v�|�o�u�‹���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���7�b�7�m�=�|��
disturb the wetland because the 
�-�m�b�l�-�t�v���t�b�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;�u�;���-�m�7���|�_�;�‹���7�b�7�m�=�|��
�‰�-�m�|���|�o���7�b�v�|�†�u�0���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:����

�]�$�_�b�v���0�o�o�h���‰�o�†�t�7���-�t�v�o���0�;���]�o�o�7���=�o�u���h�b�7�v��
�‰�_�o���7�o�m�=�|���t�b�h�;���u�;�-�7�b�m�]���l�†�1�_���0�;�1�-�†�v�;��
�b�|�=�v���-�m���;�-�v�‹���u�;�-�7�:�=����

Paul Clifton, ParkWatch editor, and 
Hector S, aged 7

Quiz answers �=�u�o�l���r�:���“

�•�:��False. Many orchids in Victoria flower in Spring, 
�0�†�|���v�o�l�;���=�t�o�‰�;�u���b�m���)�b�m�|�;�u�7���"�†�l�l�;�u���-�m�7��
���†�|�†�l�m�:��

�‘�:���1�:���“�“�•���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���o�=���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���t�b�ˆ�;���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���l�-�h�b�m�]��
�b�|���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���o�u�1�_�b�7�J�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���b�m���|�_�;��
world. 

3. d. ���ˆ�;�u���‘�•�•���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���o�=���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�u�;��
threatened with extinction. 

�“�:�� ���u�1�_�b�7�v���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�u�;���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���0�‹�9
• habitat destruction
• invasive weeds
• �]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���0�‹���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���t�b�h�;���u�-�0�0�b�|�v
• illegal poaching
• �1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;
• �-�t�|�;�u�;�7���=�b�u�;���u�;�]�b�l�;�v�:��

5. False. Most orchids in Victoria grow on the 
�]�u�o�†�m�7�7���0�†�|���v�o�l�;���t�b�h�;���"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�����†�|�|�;�u�=�t�‹��
���u�1�_�b�7�v (Sarcochilus australis) are epiphytic and 
grow on twigs and branches in trees. 

N �o�;�t�����u�o�v�v���r�-�v�v�;�7���-�‰�-�‹���b�m�����-�m�†�-�u�‹��
�‘�•�‘�u���-�]�;�7���–�’���‹�;�-�u�v�:�������7�;�1�-�7�;�v�J

�t�o�m�]���(���������l�;�l�0�;�u���-�m�7���7�o�m�o�u�7�����o�;�t��
continued to reside at Avonsleigh 
�b�m���|�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v���-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;��
�7�;�-�|�_���o�=���_�;�u���_�†�v�0�-�m�7���	�†�7�t�;�‹�:�����m��
their property and adjoining Wright 
�
�o�u�;�v�|�����†�v�_�t�-�m�7���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���|�_�;�‹���t�o�ˆ�b�m�]�t�‹��
�m�†�u�|�†�u�;�7���|�_�;���u�;�l�m�-�m�|���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]��
���o�†�m�|�-�b�m�����u�;�‹�����†�l�F���;�v�v�l�-�|�;��
habitat and its colonies of Mountain 
���o�0�†�1�h�����o�v�v�†�l�v�7���+�;�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�t�t�b�;�7��
���t�b�7�;�u�v�7�����m�|�;�1�_�b�m�†�v�7�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�7��
���u�;�=�=�|�=�v�����t�b�7�;�u�v�7���)�o�l�0�-�|�v���-�m�7���-��
beautiful array of birds and insects.  

�$�u�-�b�m�;�7���-�v���-���r�u�b�l�-�u�‹���v�1�_�o�o�t���|�;�-�1�_�;�u�7��
���o�;�t���1�†�t�|�b�ˆ�-�|�;�7���_�;�u���v�|�†�7�;�m�|�v�=���t�o�ˆ�;���o�=��
the local bushland. She carried on 
�_�;�u���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���=�o�u���l�;�m�|�o�u�b�m�]���-�7�†�t�|�v���-�m�7��
children in bush rehabilitation, plant 
identification and seed collection well 
into her ninth decade. 

���o�;�t���-�m�7���	�†�7�t�;�‹���‰�;�u�;���r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;��
explorers and volunteers across 
�l�-�m�‹���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���o�=���|�_�;�����l�;�u�b�1�-�v�7��

UK, Europe and New Zealand/
���o�|�;�-�u�o�-�:���$�_�;�‹���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;��
conservation as active volunteers with 
�r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���-�m�7���=�u�b�;�m�7�v���]�u�o�†�r�v��
�-�1�u�o�v�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�m�7���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���b�m��
South Australia and New South Wales. 

���m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7�����o�;�t���-�m�7���	�†�7�t�;�‹��
�ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�;�7���‰�b�|�_���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���-�m�7��
friends groups at Wyperfeld, Wilsons 
���u�o�l�o�m�|�o�u�‹�7���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v���-�m�7��
���_�†�u�1�_�b�t�t���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7�����‹�v�|�;�u�=�b�;�t�7��
���-�u�h�7�����†�m�‹�b�r���-�m�7�����;�l�0�u�o�o�h���v�|�-�|�;��
�r�-�u�h�v�7�����†�u�|�_�����b�t�m���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7��
�v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���l�†�m�b�1�b�r�-�t���0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���r�-�u�h�v��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_�o�†�|���|�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v�:��
�$�_�b�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���-���t�o�m�]�J�|�b�l�;���-�v�v�o�1�b�-�|�b�o�m��
�‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=���|�_�;�����;�t�l�;�|�;�7��
Honeyeater at Yellingbo. Noel was a 
�r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u���o�=���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
indigenous plant nurseries and Superb 
Lyrebird habitat conservation for over 
�“�•���‹�;�-�u�v�:��

���m���‘�•�•�•�7�����o�;�t���1�o�J�-�†�|�_�o�u�;�7���-�m�7��
�v�;�t�=�J�r�†�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���-���0�o�o�h���‰�b�|�_���=�;�t�t�o�‰��
�
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=�����o�_�m�v�����b�t�t�����-�m�7�1�-�u�;�����u�o�†�r��

�l�;�l�0�;�u�v�7��Ferns of Emerald, a field 
guide,���‰�_�b�1�_���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���l�-�m�‹���o�=���_�;�u��
photographs. 

�"�_�;���m�;�ˆ�;�u���‰�-�ˆ�;�u�;�7���=�u�o�l���_�;�u���o�=���t�o�ˆ�;���o�=��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���_�-�m�7�v�J�o�m���‰�o�u�h���|�o���u�;�7�u�;�v�v��
�|�_�;���-�7�ˆ�;�u�v�;���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�=�����†�u�o�r�;�-�m��
�v�;�|�|�t�;�l�;�m�|���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���=�u�o�l���_�;�u��
ability to share her passion and 
�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���‰�b�|�_���o�|�_�;�u�v�:��

Noel was proud to support the 
�-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���-�m�7���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v���o�=���(�������7��
Birdlife Australia and Bush Heritage. 
Her legacy will continue to help 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�;���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7���‰�o�u�h���o�=���|�_�;�v�;��
�-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���]�u�o�†�r�v���b�m���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m�b�m�]���-��
�1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���u�o�t�;���b�m���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:����

Garrique Pergl

Vale Muriel Noel Gross 

�!�;�1�;�m�|���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v��

V ���������1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���v�|�-�=�=���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m��
�0�†�v�‹���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m��

�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���|�o�r�b�1�v�9��

Response to Preliminary Documenta-
tion: Industrial Facility, 276 Rex Road, 

���-�l�r�0�;�r�r�C�;�r�7�6���(�����������������•�•�•�Ž�D�t�”�•�‘�6 
���†�m�;���‘�•�‘�u

Submission to Updating the Dyurrite 
Cultural Landscape Management Plan, 
���†�]�†�v�|���‘�•�‘�u

Read these and all previous 
�v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m���o�†�u���‰�;�0�v�b�|�;�:��

6. e. ���t�t���o�=���|�_�;���-�0�o�ˆ�;�:���"�o�l�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���1�-�m��
�v�;�t�=�J�r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�;�:�����|�_�;�u�v���-�|�|�u�-�1�|���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u�v��
using nectar and pollen, food deception 
�P�r�u�;�|�;�m�7�b�m�]���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;���m�;�1�|�-�u���o�u���r�o�t�t�;�m�Q���o�u��
�v�;�Š�†�-�t���7�;�1�;�r�|�b�o�m���P�r�u�;�|�;�m�7�b�m�]���|�o���0�;���-��
�=�;�l�-�t�;���r�o�t�t�b�m�-�|�o�u���|�o���-�|�|�u�-�1�|���-���l�-�t�;�Q�:��

�•�:���1�: Victorian orchids can have anywhere 
�=�u�o�l���-���v�b�m�]�t�;���=�t�o�‰�;�u���|�o���†�r���|�o���•�•�•�:��

�v�:��a. �$�_�;�u�;�=�v���m�o���v�†�1�_���|�_�b�m�]���-�v���-�����o�-�t�-���o�u�1�_�b�7�7��
but if there were it would no doubt be 
�ˆ�;�u�‹���1�†�|�;�4��

�–�:��True. �(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���=�o�u�l���u�;�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�_�b�r�v��
�‰�b�|�_���v�o�b�t���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�l�v���P�l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b�Q���|�o��
�_�;�t�r���|�_�;�b�u���v�;�;�7�v���]�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�;���-�m�7���v�o�l�;���;�ˆ�;�m��
�m�;�;�7���l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b���|�o���]�u�o�‰�:��

�•�•�:��e.���"�o�l�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]�����o�|�-�|�o�7��
Hyacinth, Lizard and Elbow orchids have 
�m�o���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�t�‹���7�;�r�;�m�7���o�m��
�l�‹�1�o�u�u�_�b�Œ�-�t���=�†�m�]�b���=�o�u���-�t�t���|�_�;�b�u���m�†�|�u�b�;�m�|�v�:��

Read all our reports Read all our reports 
and submissionsand submissions

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
publication spublications

�Å�"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�����†�|�|�;�u�=�t�‹�����u�1�_�b�7�7���)�;�v�|�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7���G��MIKE & 
CATHY BEAMISH/INATURALIST
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A special event during 
the Phillip Island Whale 
�
�;�v�|�b�ˆ�-�t���v�-�‰���o�ˆ�;�u���•�‘�•���v�;�-��
slug novices and enthusiasts 
�v�;�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���|�_�;���v�_�o�u�;�:�����†�u��
stall was hugely popular, 
with staff and volunteers 
running activities for curious 
�h�b�7�v���-�m�7���-�7�†�t�|�v���m�o�m�J�v�|�o�r��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_�o�†�|���|�_�;���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7�:

���†�u�����u�-�v�v�‹���$�-�t�h�v 
over Winter covered 
topics including the 
�v�o�b�t���l�b�1�u�o�0�b�o�l�;���-�m�7��
grassland health, delicate 
grassland plants and 
their relationships with 
invertebrates, EPBC offsets 
and grassland grazing.  

���†�u���)�b�m�|�;�u���"�;�-���"�t�†�]�����;�m�v�†�v��
�u�-�l�0�t�;�v���-�|���"�-�m���!�;�l�o���‰�;�u�;���-��
�_�b�|���-�l�o�m�]���t�o�1�-�t�v���-�m�7���|�_�o�v�;��
�|�u�-�ˆ�;�t�t�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���-�=�-�u���|�o���l�;�;�|��
�|�_�;�v�;���l�-�u�ˆ�;�t�t�o�†�v���l�o�t�t�†�v�1�v�:����

�)�;���l�;�-�m�7�;�u�;�7���-�t�o�m�]��
���o�‰�b�;�v�����u�;�;�h on two 
�v�;�r�-�u�-�|�;���‰�-�t�h�v���b�m�����†�m�;���-�m�7��
August, listening out for 
frogs and birds and chatting 
about the issues facing our 
urban waterways. 

We joined the fantastic 
�|�;�-�l���-�|�����u�o�‰���)�;�v�| for their 
�-�m�m�†�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]��
�7�-�‹�7���‰�_�;�u�;���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•�•���r�;�o�r�t�;��
�1�-�l�;���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���|�o���r�t�-�m�|��
3,500 native seedlings at 
���-�t�7�����b�t�t���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�7���	�-�u�t�;�‹�:��

���†�u���m�;�‰�;�v�|�����-�|�†�u�;��
�"�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7��
courses in Ballarat, 
Mornington Peninsula, Inner 
East Melbourne, Knox and 
NW Melbourne. Winter 
Nature Stewards course 
�h�b�1�h�;�7���o�=�=���b�m�����†�t�‹�7���‰�b�|�_��
online classes and field-
based activities focusing on 
�‰�-�|�;�u�‰�-�‹�v���b�m���l�;�|�u�o�r�o�t�b�|�-�m��
Melbourne. 

���†�u���=�u�b�;�m�7�v���-�|���)�o�o�u�m�7�o�o�K
���_�-�|�v�‰�o�u�|�_�����-�m�7�1�-�u�;��
hosted a roadside 
restoration planting day for 
�]�u�;�;�m���|�_�†�l�0�v���‰�-�m�|�b�m�]���-��
grassy twist. 

Upcoming 
activities 
���†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;�����1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹�����-�t�;�m�7�-�u���_�-�v���-���m�;�‰���t�o�o�h�4��
�+�o�†���1�-�m���=�b�t�|�;�u���|�_�;���t�b�v�|���o�=���†�r�1�o�l�b�m�]���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���0�‹��
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l���-�m�7���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���|�_�;�‹�]�u�;���b�m���r�;�u�v�o�m���o�u���o�m�t�b�m�;�7��
�-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���v�;�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���=�o�u���h�;�‹�‰�o�u�7�v���o�u���0�‹���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�:

The calendar brings opportunities to get into 
�m�-�|�†�u�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�7��
short courses and events for all ages. 

���o�l�;���-�m�7���f�o�b�m���†�v���=�o�u���-�m���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�4��

activities.vnpa.org.auactivities.vnpa.org.au

MADDY WILCOCK, 
�����$�&�!�����"�$���)���!�	�"��
�������!�	�������$���!�7��

�!���
�������$�"���������$������
���!�����!�����=�"�����!�����!���"�"�������	��
IMPACT

I �|�=�v���0�;�;�m���v�;�ˆ�;�m���‹�;�-�u�v���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|��
Nature Stewards courses were held 

in the cities of Melbourne and Melton. 
�$�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���_�-�v���m�o�‰���7�;�t�b�ˆ�;�u�;�7���”�“��
�1�o�†�u�v�;�v���=�o�u���‘�’���_�o�v�|���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v��
spanning local councils, healthcare, 
statutory authorities and schools. 

���-�u�|�b�1�b�r�-�m�|�v���_�-�ˆ�;���_�;�-�u�7���=�u�o�l���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•�•��
specialist and local nature volunteers, 
higher education and industry guest 
presenters, and have been guided 
through their courses by our passionate 
�-�m�7���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;�-�0�t�;���|�;�-�l���o�=���o�ˆ�;�u���-��
�7�o�Œ�;�m���=�-�m�|�-�v�|�b�1���=�-�1�b�t�b�|�-�|�o�u�v���|�o���7�-�|�;���P�-�m�7��
�1�o�†�m�|�b�m�]�4�Q�:��

���ˆ�;�u���–�”�•���r�;�o�r�t�;���_�-�ˆ�;���]�u�-�7�†�-�|�;�7��
�=�u�o�l���-�����-�|�†�u�;���"�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v���1�o�†�u�v�;��
�v�b�m�1�;���‘�•�•�–�:���
�u�o�l���o�†�u���r�u�;�J���-�m�7���r�o�v�|�J
course surveys, as well as our recent 
�t�o�m�]���|�;�u�l���b�l�r�-�1�|���v�|�†�7�‹�7���‰�;���h�m�o�‰��
�r�-�u�|�b�1�b�r�-�m�|�v���]�;�|���-���]�u�;�-�|���7�;�-�t���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�b�u��
�|�b�l�;���o�m���-���1�o�†�u�v�;�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]�9����

• Greater understanding of Victorian 
and local ecology. 

• ���o�u�;���|�b�l�;���v�r�;�m�|���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��

• Increased confidence in personal 
�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���-�m�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
nature. 

• ���o�u�;���r�u�o�J�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���0�;�_�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u�v�:��

• ���m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���=�;�;�t�b�m�]�v���o�=���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
connection. 

• Increased feelings of wellbeing. 

�$�_�;�‹���-�t�v�o���]�b�ˆ�;���-���t�o�|���0�-�1�h�:�����-�m�‹��
graduates go on to do further study in 
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���=�b�;�t�7�v�7���o�u���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���|�_�;�b�u��
�|�b�l�;���b�m���_�-�m�7�v�J�o�m���o�u���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�ˆ�;���u�o�t�;�v��
�‰�b�|�_���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���]�u�o�†�r�v�7�����-�m�7�1�-�u�;�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
�v�1�b�;�m�1�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
organisations.  

���-�|�†�u�;���"�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v���-�t�†�l�m�b���_�-�ˆ�;���-�t�v�o��
�0�;�1�o�l�;���(���������ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�v���-�m�7���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹��
�t�;�-�7�;�u�v�7���]�o�m�;���o�m���|�o���m�;�‰���;�l�r�t�o�‹�l�;�m�|��
in the sector, continue to bring their 
�m�;�‰���r�-�v�v�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���|�o���|�_�;�b�u��
colleagues and friends, and through 
their course projects brought inspiring 
�‰�-�‹�v���=�o�u���|�_�;�b�u���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���|�o��
�1�o�m�m�;�1�|���‰�b�|�_���m�-�|�†�u�;�:�����|�=�v���-�t�‰�-�‹�v���-��
delight attending a course graduation 
and hearing about all the inspiring 
ways people are planning to use the 
curiosity, confidence, and connections 
they've gained on a course. 

�"�o���=�-�u���b�m���‘�•�‘�u�7���‰�;�]�ˆ�;���u�†�m���1�o�†�u�v�;�v���b�m��
Ballarat, Mornington, Knox, North-
�)�;�v�|�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���P���;�u�u�b�J�0�;�h�7�����o�o�m�;�;��
�(�-�t�t�;�‹���-�m�7�����†�l�;�Q�7���-�m�7�����m�m�;�u�J���-�v�|��
���;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���P�"�|�o�m�m�b�m�]�|�o�m�7�����o�m�-�v�_�7���-�m�7��
�)�_�b�|�;�_�o�u�v�;�Q�:�����m���)�b�m�|�;�u���‰�;���t�-�†�m�1�_�;�7���-��
�_�‹�0�u�b�7���1�o�†�u�v�;���1�o�l�0�b�m�b�m�]���o�m�t�b�m�;���1�t�-�v�v�;�v��
with face-to-face field trips. 

Spring will again be busy with courses 
�b�m�����;�;�t�o�m�]���P���-�u�‰�o�m�����;�-�t�|�_���-�m�7�����b�|�‹��
�o�=�����u�;�-�|�;�u�����;�;�t�o�m�]�Q�7���)�_�b�|�|�t�;�v�;�-��
and Ballarat, as well as a hybrid 
course focusing on the waterways in 
Melbourne's east. 

Giving back to nature

Where we went in Winter

Discover Discover 
more at more at 

activities.activities.
vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au

Subscribe to our mailing list to Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive activities updates receive activities updates 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
get-our-latest- newsget-our-latest-news

�Ç Nature Stewards Inner East Hub participants, 
���†�|�†�l�m���‘�•�‘�u���G��H CHARLES

To �nd out  more or To �nd out more or 
apply for a Nature apply for a Nature 
Stewards course Stewards course 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
natur e-stewardsnature-stewards

The underlying spirit and 
intent of the program, 
the facilitators and the 

participants... the regular 
outings were also fantastic.

A great opportunity to 
connect with practical and 

informative ways to enhance 
the natural environment 
with other like-minded 

people.

�Ç ReefWatch Coordinator Kade Mills 
�-�|���|�_�;���)�_�-�t�;���
�;�v�|�b�ˆ�-�t

�� PARKwatch �‹ SEPTEMBER 2026  #305 ��PARKwatch �‹ SEPTEMBER 2026  #305
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