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Bird flu spreading across Victoria

" | go for a wander in a grassy wonderland, and learn about " ; ; ;
)‘"uPAI;?K \2ATCH ,$ M ARILYNE fascinating research into threatened orchids. ! &8: ) ! Western Port Bay on alert by_rgdburinlg ?t.h \(Ierlﬂr$sls rrbes,nlan[u:]Ir;g7T1h
. | tu tom]|bl; $;1t|b~; bu;llou7 -|] 't1_;t _-v 7;1b ' );vl;um ou| -<bv om; o= (blloub-=v )
‘ CRESTIAS? ( ! $ “=]3u ‘e -uv t-7bm] (7 |_-| bl=v |bl; o ui[bui: ;3 ttISATRISKEXPLAINS
ou |_; f-0)tuutm] -m7

-U7%-7f-tb r;oft; -H@T M7 Tmlbt ;-utc m;S| <;-u7 %ouhbm] %b]|_ (
u-lrb-mvF -ub%;u77 ";r|;l10;u bv

lov| blrou|-m| %bt7tb=; u;=H"Hhw:
ot m1pXHANNON HURLEY, %o;|t-m7v -u; _ol; |[ou” r;u f!m\x()(l)d:ucan help

|<-m7M Vir== |o I-h; vtu; |_;u;=v - vioo|_ |[u-mvb|bom: $&! IS (b1|‘OUb':V. |—U;f|;m;7 ObU7.Y:r;E)1?OrE;::?tTY7V._9Vb1h Ou 7:-7 %bt
orchids and other wildflowers burst forth in colour, including Vv -] ru;r-u;v =ou u;lbu;l;m|7 %-m]| |o r;uvom-tt< CAMRAIGNER c;%c))ol-rllihgv —oli forim]tbmv7 vi=tv L _
ofu lo7;u v|-u =uol |_-| u;lbom7 |_; m7-mElusbu-Myv ¢;-uv o= r-vvbom-|; 7;7b1-|bom |o ( bv phins. _' i 0b710dm|-1| %b|_ |_; -mbl-t -
"rb7;u ul_b7: % -ul|_7 "bvbom7 -m7 |bu;t;vv ;==ou|v _-"; u;v_-r;7 w o= |_; |bl; o= rubm|bmgj7"]éa'oubrtﬂv '_dm7d|_t”_t\r,1' tr)]m ),V|I,s-l§mroun ngs.
In this issue, we ponder the state of nature as we headinto  1olltmb|< -m7 ruo|;1];7 vo It1_ o= |_; m-|tu; %; to "\ _-"; 0;;m Itt|brt; 1om=b {PBay are considered at very hig + !'; 10 uwhatyou see — photos can
-m ;t;1l]bom7 tooh -] |_; %oouu<bm] vru;-7Headésbehndhd inctedible fecord of wins for nature cases of avian influenza in wild birds
0% ]Jo~;uml;m]|v -u; tvbm] -

( J;u- 1t- fthat Wwe aré déeply proud of.
scrutiny in nature projects, and delve deeper into theFour

" X . );=tt _-"; -m ;-utb;uJRarkWalcheut td you prior
Cornersexposé of loophole logging across Bass Strait. lo | _: 07:10;u v|-]: :t;1|bom |o 10~ ;u blrou|-m| |or
); tooh -| _0% (blloub- 10tt7 u;-1_ otu ’fobthe ftwé dinature imWictoria. Until then, enjoy the

-0ot] ruolbvbm] 7;%;torl;m|v bm );v|;um aem)o@ 7A-M7Mi7 lototu%tt =to%;uv4

ParkWatch Orchid QUiZ/vith Meghan Lindsay @

O

PARKwvatch « SEPTEMBER 2026#305

ubvh =uol Obu7 =tt7 bm1tt7hep9

across the state, including south-west t-1h "% -mv

e I:roulb| |o ou |_;
Victoria, Apollo Bay and Western « Cape Barren Geese l;ul;ml< mbl-t bv;-v; o|tbm;
b lﬁprt Bay, with cases at Clyde and « Short-tailed Shearwaters om evee uUe” VVV:
hillip Island. Crested Terns have

been affected, along with the first  Little Penguins

Report an incident when you find any
lom=bul;7 1-v; bm -

of the following:

bllt; smivbumtb-m Tu *;-tv « 1ttv|;u o= =b"~; ou lou; vbilh
":-0bu7v -m7 %-|;u0bu7v Pbmixy7 Gmmyv wild birds of any species.
7T1hv7 ];;v;7 V¥ -mv7 ]TttvadphcieGullsm 7 « m<vbm]t; vblh ou 7:-7 %bt7
rmltbmvQ -u; -] 1T1_ bl iUy pRvfHov: otr_bmv -u; -tvo waterbird, shorebird or bird of prey.
c;fclontc:z;c:‘tmgbalndosgrl:ee;dnlgtr;lgm\)//T1 lomvb7;u;7 -| _b]_ubvh: . 1 ypm]t; vblh ou 7:-7 I-ubm
| -m I,ov| t-m7 Obu7v: ~ [=v _-u7 mo| |o =;;t %oouub;7T-%p-t7ymvidt -v - v;-t7 v;- tbom
- yhooh L] -l tbvl: dolphin. <%
$_-|=v r-u|bltt-utc 1om1,um]bm] =QT ) i e o
Western Port Bay, where thousands ojumbim| ujvromv; bv Tm7 ud%o-<7
of birds rely on the bay and its bmitt7bm] - “-11bm-]bom ryg

%o;|t-m7v: m7 |_bv bvm=]|

im]Tbmv7 % _ bl _ bv i
Obu7 1ubvbv7 ”

UL

Find more information

t] % ;=u; loml;um;7 -0 :

e 1-m -tvo ; s

7.A_V|_|bm] blr-llV om I_ubw\rtheOtherW”dIlfethatCOUIdbe onblrd u
[-11-tv tbh: v:-tv7 %b|_ 7o0tP5hlkZm7 _ vnpa.org.au/
% -t;v -tvo -| ubvh: We need strong support for frontline birdl-uzirinseiotiaia

wildlife responders. And we need to
give wildlife the best possible chance

. ,,tbhm] %oou1jb'
. sad or over- |
%o ;tl;75

i +0f=u; mo| -tom;:
: Watching wildlife we love LE
i lol; Tm7;u |_u;-| 1-m Gub [
. sadness, anger, fear and even
: Jub;=:$_;u;=v - m-I;
: ecological grief. :
|=v oh-< ]o |-h; - Qu;-h =
i m;%v7 vr,m7 |bl; ot|vb7;
. to people who understand. Grief
: and hope can exist alongside each:
: other. We can hold both at the
v-1; |bl;:
Caring about nature can be :
_;-"<7 0t] b|=v -tvo %o _:-|

:céu

i ftv |olil_su -m7 lo|b™-|;V t
: protect it. :

); 7om=]| _-"; |o 1-uuc« b| -

e ——

C Little Penguins, Phillip Island/Millowl, Bunurong Country M KUHN/LICKR

PARKvatch <« SEPTEMBER 2026#305


https://vnpa.org.au/bird-flu-in-victoria/
https://vnpa.org.au/bird-flu-in-victoria/

NEWSupdates

t-v|bm]7 1-v]bm] -m7 0-1hvtb7bm ]t

%0 -uv bm ||

heads into an election % Bt Mo ui-1. r-utb-lim| 0

Joo;uml;m]| Jo;v bm|o 1-u;|-
=ou o07;I0;u=v ;t;1|bom:

MATT RUCHEL, | ;7 o-tb|bom P% _o0 -tvo vTrmeU;|,07:b||_Q:ruov;7 -lsmlc o < bv_bm]7$ ; o|_;u r-uhv bm |_; 1;m]|
EXECUTIVE $_;«¢ v;;.lbm]t< mo% _-"; -m -Jkmfom] -m7 t|700u (bl|oub-=: _-":0;:m ruolbv:;7 vbm1; ‘.A
s g lo Tm7;ulbm; m-|Tu; ruol; 1|‘ﬁ1@T@J|slatlonwasalsocr|t|C|sedby mo% |_;< 1-m=| 0; 1u;-|;7
$ U'||_biu | t-m |ﬁ ruo|71| O|Tu1||Tl7’ 19 ullbom o= (bljoub-m $u- 7b|bomt-yt]|t(’ijt |bom | EVhl Uh| A moj|_
. -lbom-t r-uhv -m7 ruo %o “WViourou- [bomv =ou 0:bm] vbt;m|Wwould be to use a path through the
YEAR"THATSSHAPING The legislation will create a body with om |_; uot; o= $u-7blbom-t %m;uyv: CrownLand (Reserves)Act 1968
& frf! sweeping influence over public land, $ ;< -7 -tvo u;tt;v];7 -I;m71;m]|v vblbt-u7 % _bl_ %oft7 -tto
L $! 1" $&! % bl _ 10tt7 blr-1] m-|tu; tathébll|bom tg bebdellve:e:t:atherthatansftlarrr]e?. « .75-
I right across Victoria. It was originall . . _bv u; u,v - -Es
'3 3 _gt 11:7 -v - vblirt; I; 8] uyo_ |$ ; Mi% ru;lb u m7 ;m"buoml;mi than legislation. It can, however, be
I-b’mbv| uv_ott7 |- =u;V tooh - |_;bfl,|. ..
l:m| *+]_ 0le|< -m7 v| -v ttblhtc tTm7o0om;
cu;=v 1;ul-bmtc -m ;t; 1] T nf)] ; ﬂ)proachtonatureprotectlonandthls .

“bu -m7 1_-m]; bv -=o00]| E%‘L |8“ m Tb\'/'_b;n]bﬂ/ °“b|lég|sYat|on1fP|(‘ﬂud|ng abandoning the %ne\évlliutblllc h1a|n'd7ACtto|u'I%?IWngS| o | _
ways than one. Polls bouncing around, further -vtuis TEb] % iml [ dg Access Panel debendsO’m’Nho\’Nmsthéebcﬂon T ¢ oor_ot; to]]bm] ruof;v|7 -m7;mom] !-m];v -[bom-t -uh7 )TUEWRHASKINS o Tm |y
cost of living, construction and Meanwhile, we were happy to see ' o . )
louutr|bom 7olbm-|bm] |_ Anevyl;gr}quqessPanelwnlbe :m7J-tom; roul=otbo o= t|700u The steep slippery slope of Victorians were told native loggingwas _ 0tt0%JO0;-ubm] |u;;v =uol =ou;
-m7 rotb|blb-mv =uol -tt Vb V‘Kh]b*i’tlh 7 0« | _; ;o-m @cpagmh WNidh has overseen a b q over, but the chainsaws and logging % 007t-m7v -u; 0o|_ =oul-ttc tby
scratching around for announce-ables. %b|_ mo u;ttbu;l; m| =ou m-4dM] tbv| o= -[|-1hv -m7 0-1h%-u7 y-products [-1_bm;v m;";u u;-ttc t;=|8 |<rolffv|b-tt< |_u;-|;mbm] ruol;v:
$ ;u;l:m| 1 _-m];v bm ru-|bC<{jnser3}'0” or ecological expertise, steps, abolished in the recent cabinet Large|y0utofthe blue in eaﬂy May re-branded. Greater Gliders, Brush- a range of wildlife under state nature
'n_11bu’0r,nl'm|_lbmbv|'u P thgfatIOBI publish its advice, and  yogpffle. U7 | tt-m o ;uml;m| u;ttailpdPhascogales and the forest law (Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act)

i Ui -uvaQ %obit 'or':?tt FVVvivv blr-1]v.om m-[Tu;: -l ou: v <J uo7T1|v u-1: %;lgru:hthendependondeservebetter but this is being ignored.
[0 |_: viubm] o= 0-1h%-u7 3_’[‘6 dﬁr%wlllactwnhout oversight ew parks on track but not effectively creates a loophole foranew  than having their protection quietly _

— o bm7;r;m7;m| (bl]o : _ = U= t=%e7<: tuu;m|te |_;u;Slicking upfornature

seen on nature protection in the last | d letel =oul o= bml;m|b"bv;7 to]]bml] 7 7

p Vet dglivered completely

few years under the leadership of m-buoml;m|-t vvivviim| o clearing, with fewer protections than mdependent oversight, no enforceable $-h;m |o];|_;u7 |_ viout

“Tbm|- tt-m: P( Q7 % _bl_ %o-v 1_-U],7'I%teb1bwlylegislated protected areas the industry it replaced, and no public standards, and no transparency about usw re nature otection reaII S_ItS”
assessin ubhclanduseandrecently K )ol0-|J ;u7;u7;u]7 | t-m]ou consultation |_;v; <=bu; ru;r-u-|bom= org y

);="; 1-tt;7 om m;% (bl|oub: @10 Hng 4 ~ PR - ala a heading into

T t Oc|_; Jo"sumlim]: D Veu;m;;v m-lbom-t r-uhv7 m; % _ 0 ) . NV .h]\p T t Ou -hv7 1t 0

;m -uuott -m7 rrovblbom ALt o= |=v m0/)° 1t,-u [_-1 1_; to]lb ] h ;tbm; 77 ttb;|tc %0

’ Grlolt o= 0" UVb] | bv VT”Cl\brﬁVu -lbom r-uhv -| ;r0Ofum -m7 . . . u vioulv:

TVV )btvom |0 I_h, - ZUuU;V_ 15%3:{7' Abm] I -VTU 0-% 7 7 7 I,' b h -7 | y b7 - $_, M 1|b0 O 1h7 ou t,—l IO 1_'m1 r-utb

to protecting nature in Victoria. We 00-%vVv7 -m7 ); ttv=ou ilbom-t -u ' rotblc rt |—ou| o= |_ (b1|ou)b] memvH_ -| ]; 1-Tv;7 that can wave through a Land Access

“tvo 1_-tt:m]:7 |_:l |o 1ol; }/P‘F?A rote to all Victorian MPs K %btt 1ol; bml|o ;==;1] om om7-< uo7t1|v vvolb-|bom P( 7ythess gperations across the Panel with no nature expertise and no

vol: rovb[b™: rotbl<7 =ou %S rSS| our.concem atthe Bill. The  1]o0;u -v |_j< -uj 0==blb-tt< _-m7;7 _tyo u;ru;v;m|;7 om |_; Jo ;Wi pm1tt7bm] bm |_; -mT-memly;m1<7 01| 1-m]| =bm7 |

fuo b7:7 vol: vi]l:vibomv: 81 was debated long into the night o";u o -uhv (blloub- o I-m-];: ou;v|uc $u-mvb|bom Irt;I;m)e|Bold ;u7;u7;u]l -m7 +-uu- =MV _ |_; foO om |_; 1;m|u-t ¢
in the upper house, with the session ) _-]=v Ibvvbm] -u; - u;]bom-t r-uh?7 '« !;=;u;m1l; uotrQ7 bmiltt7;vm-ibptm=¢u-uhv: ou; bv om drcloseldghing loopholes, is telling us

A problematic new panel =bmbv_bm] -| * -l om ub7-«hoump@Mlitu; 1omv;u"-|bom u;v;u”;v lollb|l;m| |o <l-bm|-bm - =o%Ib{_0%J |0 u7e+s hl o= rt-mmod;f-mm] -00t| b|v ruboub|b;v:

o viubm] o= -Iim7lim|v % u; rug@yogit t-m7 u;v;u”;v ruolbv;7 -v products policy to ensure hardwood 1t;-ubm] |_uoT]_ =T;t OU;-N¥5ars exactly why this election

We called for the rejection or Oc|_; ujimv7 mbl-t Tvliblir-M70= |_; Jo";uml;m|=v u;vromv; =uol =1t Ou;-hv7 %bm7|_ugke; -Md0t;l bv |_-| m-|b"; _-phlsdw: “;u |_; m;S| =;% lom]|_\

vblmb=bl-m| -I;m7l;m]|v !0 | Nagorfg| parties. to the original VEAC report. These _i-tl_<=ousv| I-bm[;m-m1; baolbthvhy 0cJruo7t1|v: o]vegttroylrtv_bm] |_; I-fou r-u|b

31uj-|bom (bljoub- btt “e*uig |:%oY:uml;m| orrov;7 I-mc< %$u; u;r;-|;7t< ruolbv;7 =ou 7;tb";uc |0 bJv _b]_5v| -m7 0;v| Tvii= |_; ;1ovcv]|;l: mbl-tv thhandedery chndidate we can reach

7:0-137 -m7 -im7;7 bm |_; T4y myvbOt; -1;m71;m|v =uothipyearas part of newPublic Land $_bv Ibuuouv |_; t-m]t-]; t tailed®hascqgales use logs to travel lo 1ollb| |o u;-t7 ;m=oul;-0t;

_otv; E’)m fm; -m77 tm= °U|JbFBnges’si\7ecrossbench but supported  Act. It would have also overhauled JoY;uml;m|7 ou bv b| |_; o] _yu=%i<«-luovv |_; =ou;v| =toowo|;ifddbmv =ou r-uhv7 _-0b|-|

r-vv;7 %ob|_ -I;m7l;m|v bm |_ §ogelUo= -1:m71;m|v =uol |and consolidated how public land is uotm75 |=v - v|;;r -m7 vtbrjua%voor;|_;l: Yb|_otT| |_;|7 wikld irt Victoria. We'll need your

house in early August. National Party, including expanding [-m-];77 ruo”"b7bm] -m orrou|tTmb|< |o O0-1h om |_; uo-7 |o m-|b"; aodnew seedlings are exposed voice too. Watch this space for how

|=v - ";u< roou rb;1; o= t;]khetsddpe of the Land Access Panel close the existing loopholes which still to]]bm]7 -m7 om; % _b1l_ bv|bo-bmbm\b[f-u7;1b;v tbh; =oSwi7 U-mv];| bm ot™;7 -v |_; 1-1Ir-

that reflects badly on both Labor and to aquatic areas and changing the allow logging on public land. rails. -m7 7;;u: $_; u;lo"-t o= =-ttheats-up.¥"¥

C..trbm; *-|bom NINAKHERRG

»PARKvatch <« SEPTEMBER 2026#305




NEWSupdates

Piecing
together the
puzzle in
Western Port
Woodlands
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W Banksia tougher than nails

An extraordinary 88% of 800 translocated Critically Endangered Mountain BankSigee- &
(Banksia caneiseedlings in Burrowa-Pine Mountain National Park have survived

the harsh Summer. Even more encouraging, most aren't simply hanging on —
they’re thriving!

In August 2025, community members alongside staff from Parks Victoria (PV),
DEECA and Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria planted more than 800 seedlings in t
park in Victoria’s far north-east. ‘Our hopes were tempered by the dry Spring and

ot m]|-b MURASIMMDNSG

Given the conditions, the team braced for disappointing results. Instead, the little
banksias proved remarkably resilient.

Part of the answer lies beneath the surface. Mountain Banksias have dense clust
of roots that form partnerships with microscopic organisms in the soil that help
plants access water and nutrients. The health of the nursery-grown seedlings also
played an important role. Many arrived with strong root systems, and volunteers
carefully formed small earth basins around each plant to capture any rainfall.

Ultimately, Flo believes the result came down to many factors working together. "'The community of care built around
the Banksias is the real reason any of this could happen. It's a sustained effort, requiring in-depth understanding,
commitment and purpose,’ Flo said. For now, invasive deer remain the plants’ biggest threat.

Read more atparks.vic.gov.au/news/2026/06/17/02/54/banksia-canei-translocation
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4. Managing the future
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Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a bedief thieyior to animals
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Develop a protected area strategy
for Victoria’s land and seas to work
out key gaps and priorities on
public and private land.

Re-establish a dedicated fund
for buying land to help meet
protected area targets for highly
cleared bioregions and habitats,
and to help protect habitat for
threatened wildlife.

Create a dedicated fund to
support establishment of
Indigenous Protected Areas,
as part of Victoria’s Treaty
commitments.

Re-establish the Victorian
Environmental Assessment
Council (VEAC), or similar, as an
independent body to oversee and
advise on public land use.

In line with Priority 19 in the
Biodiversity 2037 Plan, adopt a
whole-of-government approach
to delivering 30x30 outcomes,
which entails protection and
conservation commitments by
authorities and agencies.

Increase Trust for Nature’s
Revolving Fund capacity with a
one-off government contribution
of at least $25 million from the
Sustainability Fund or similar.

Amend existing legislation so land
protected under conservation
covenants is exempt from local
government rates (as in NSW).

Better protect state forest across
eastern Victoria, including:
Create a Great Forest National
Park or significantly expand and
link existing Central Highlands
parks, including linking Yarra
Ranges, Baw Baw, Kinglake and
Lake Eildon national parks and
Cathedral Ranges, Bunyip and
Moondarra state parks.

Expand and link East Gippsland
national parks, including Alpine,
Coopracambra, Croajingolong,
Errinundra and Snowy River.
Support Emerald Link, a
community-led, conservation
initiative for East Gippsland.
Assess and nominate eastern
Victoria’s forests for UNESCO
World Heritage listing.

Implement recommendation
20 from VEAC's Statewide
Assessment report (2016) to
prioritise investigation into the
Southwest region, Strzelecki
Ranges and Gippsland
Plains bioregions to identify
opportunities to expand the
reserve system.

Commit to completing

Melbourne’s grassland reserves as
required as part of the Melbourne
Strategic Assessment.

Increase protection of all native
grasslands (and other grassy
habitats) across Victoria on both
public and private land by using

all available means, including
purchase, conservation covenants,
planning tools and significantly
increased penalties for illegal
clearing.

Complete implementation of
central west parks including
formalisation of promised smaller
reserves and regional parks.

Accelerate the transition to
proper protection for state forests
across Victoria, including Special
Protection Zones and Immediate
Protection Areas.

Implement recommendation

21 from VEAC's Statewide
Assessment report (2016) to
review the comprehensiveness,
adequacy and representativeness
of Victoria’s marine protected
areas and identify additional areas
for inclusion.

End recreational fishing in all
existing marine parks.

Commit to a Marine Spatial Plan
for Western Port Bay, backed by a
Western Port Fund to deliver it.

Change existing legislation to
recognise designated Ramsar
wetlands like Western Port Bay as
formal protected areas.

Commit to a standalone
environment minister who controls
all aspects of the portfolio,
including public land management,
without conflicting responsibilities.

Commit to funding national parks
and other protected areas to at
least one per cent of the State
Budget.

Implement recurrent funding for
Traditional Owner co-management
of national parks and other public
lands as part of Victoria’s Treaty
commitments.

Maintain parks and reserves for
the primary purpose of nature
conservation and enjoyment of
nature — not as opportunities for
development.

Commit to reinstate fisheries
officers, restore park ranger
numbers and rebuild specialist
capacity in compliance,
biodiversity, heritage and
recreation management, and park
planning.

Fully fund and implement the
Victorian Deer Control Strategy.

Restore funding and frontline
capacity to tackle invasive species
across the state.

Create a standalone regulator

(or expand the Conservation
Regulator's role) to oversee

Forest Fire Management Victoria’s
fire prevention and logging-like
activities.

Make sure the ban on native forest
logging is maintained, and that all
logging loopholes are closed off.

Reinstate the Victorian Marine
and Coastal Council (or similar)
to provide independent advice to
government on appropriate use of
marine and coastal habitats.

Make sure theFlora and Fauna
Guarantee Act’sScientific Advisory
Committee is retained, to provide
independent integrity for this key
piece of state nature law.

Develop a threatened wildlife
strategy and recurrent funding
to implement it (as done in other
jurisdictions).

Recognise the wishes of 80% of
all Victorians who say they want
more parks!
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lomv;u"-|bom ot|lol;v: Spider-orchids to the bush. protective cages and carefully planted

$0 7-1;7 |_; ruo]u-lI _-v ;v|-@hbse ordhids have suffered ;-1_ oul_b7 bmfo bjv m;% _ol::
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m-]tu; t-% P 1|Q -u; ouexhipifing an extraordinary diversity valida) % -v _bv|oubl-tt< hm o%RAPUstSpidarorchids were returned populations with novel genotypes
$_;bu ;==;1|b"; lomv;u"-|bo@F udtbom-|bom vju-[;]b;v u rortt-|lbomv -1uovv !-<lom7 |@tlmbomA, vt-m77 ruo”b7 b mdRgssfedicojonisation into new
significant challenge. sexually deceptive orchids that attract well as Anglesea, Portland and South u;bm=oul;l;m| o= |_; u;|_bn{qpmlpns in East Gippsland.
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VI-1; m-|fu; t-% P 11Q twW<vIlilv [_-] u;%-u7 rottbm-| l-clom7 vt-m77 1o0tv| "rb7 @b B7vm7 “blotu7 I;-vt0O;7usm¥1;7 bm |_; 7;1-7;v |o 1o

IUCN regional threat categories nectar. Many orchids rely on only

lo 7;]:ulbm; :S|bm1|bom ub®Me anafew pollinator species to set

v]-]; t;7;t: m (bl]oub-7 «7useed Understanding these pollinator

species are listed as Extinct, Critically ~ relationships and their distribution

Endangered or Vulnerable. More than ~ across the landscape is therefore
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C Large scale propagation oDiuris fragrantissima
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Leap into Litoria's
wetland world

Litoria and her Wetland Friendseisha
Sloane-Lay. lllustrations by Katie
Howard
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ive into nature with beautiful

illustrations in Litoria and her
Wetland FriendsWritten by Teisha
Sloane-Lay and featuring gorgeous
watercolour illustrations by Katie
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challenges and ways we can help
protect our local wetlands.

.Litoria isn't just any frog, she's an
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(Ranoidea raniformispho shares a
_ol; %b|_ [tu|t;v7 =bv_7
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Teisha Sloane-Lay is a wildlife ecologist
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a delightful and engaging story that
inspires children to care for and
protect nature.

uo] ;m|_tvb-v| ;1|ou7 -];
%o0tt7 7;=bmb];t< u;loll;m
|]o o|]_;u hb7v: u;-ttc thh;
lo|l |_; bmvrbu-|bom =uol

u-v

.(;

1 _-m];7 b| tr - tb]||t; Ob]|:8
tbh;7 bm |_; viou< |_-]| |

-mbl-tv tb™;7 | _;u; -m7 |_;
% -m| |o 7bv|tu0 |_; -mbl-
]$_bv Oooh %o0tt7 -tvo O;
% _0 7om=]| tbh; u;-7bm] |1

Paul Clifton, ParkWatch editor, and
Hector S, aged 7
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Get into citizen
science in Australia

Exploring nature through citizen science

Erin Roger, Cameron Slatyer, Thomas

Mesaglio

“Wrr7 tOtbv_bm]7
" _eyJe“viule—eu’

Cety7 enn

_bv m;% 0ooh -blv |o ;m
lou; r;ort; bm|o 1b|b&;m
they can understand their surroundings
through a scientific lens and share that
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thods|a greatljgly Govering the what,
when, how and where of citizen
science.
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Exudring nature through citizen science
gives an overview of the growing
ninferegt and acceptance of public
participation in scientific projects,
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BOOKreviews

Understanding an
Australian icon

Canis dingo: understanding Australia’s
apex predator Bradley P Smith
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Australia's apex predator.
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Jordan Crook, Parks & Nature
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Dr Sera Blair, NatureWatch Coordinator
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Iving back to

MADDY WILCOCK, e mlu;-v;7 =;;tbm]v o= 1ollfnn] <« HE&ARLES
$&! "$ ) 1" connection.
] $ 17 * Increased feelings of wellbeing.

graduates go on to do further study in
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Nature Stewards courses were held organisations.

in the cities of Melbourne and Melton.
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spanning local councils, healthcare,

statutory authorities and schools.

-u|blbr-m|v _-"; _;-u7 =uol oolleagues and friends, and through
specialist and local nature volunteers, their course projects brought inspiring
higher education and industry guest
presenters, and have been guided lomm;1| %b|_ m-|fu;: |=v
through their courses by our passionate  delight attending a course graduation
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lotm|bm]4Q: curiosity, confidence, and connections
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course surveys, as well as our recent );vl ;t0otum; P ;uubJO;h7 oom;; ’

tom] |;ul blr-1] v|t7<7 % ; hifrd%< -m7 11;,Q7 -m7 mm;ud -v|

r-ulblbr-mj|v ];| - Ju;-| 7;-t =d@PfuMmuP"[ommbm]fom7 om-v_7 -m7

[bl; om - 1otuv;7 bmitt7bm)]ob|;_ouv;Q: m )bm|;u %; t-tTml_;7 -
_<0ub7 1otuv; 1ol0Obmbm] o

» Greater understanding of Victorian - - ;
with face-to-face field trips.

and local ecology. ' _ ' '
« ou: |bl: vr;m| bm m-|tu;: Spring will again be busy with courses

* Increased confidence in personal o= u;-];u ::tom]Q7 )_b][t;:

hmo%t;7]; -m7 vhbttv |0 vdny@ddrat, as well as a hybrid

nature. course focusing on the waterways in
e ou; ruoJ;m buoml;m]|-t 0; Mellimorhe'y east.
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Where we went In Winteﬁé

fu)omlpyu "tt] ;mvt
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); I;-m7;u;7 -tom]
0% b;v uagntwo
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August, listening out for
frogs and birds and chatting
about the issues facing our
urban waterways.

We joined the fantastic
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3,500 native seedlings at
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A special event during
the Phillip Island Whale
iV|b wt% 07U ¢'e v -
slug novices and enthusiasts
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stall was hugely popular,
with staff and volunteers
running activities for curious
hb7v -m7 -7tt|v mom
[_uot]_ot] [_; %o;;h;

C ReefWatch Coordinator Kade Mills
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courses in Ballarat,
Mornington Peninsula, Inner
East Melbourne, Knox and
NW Melbourne. Winter
Nature Stewards course
hblh;7 o== bm 1Tt<7 %b|
online classes and field-
based activities focusing on
%o-|;U%-<v bm |;|uorotb]-
Melbourne.

tfuu-vve $-thv
over Winter covered
topics including the
vobt IbluoObol; -m7
grassland health, delicate
grassland plants and
their relationships with
invertebrates, EPBC offsets
and grassland grazing.
tu =ub;mdoumM700K
_-|v%ou|_ -m71-u;
hosted a roadside
restoration planting day for
Ju;;m |_tI0v %-m|bm] -
grassy twist.

Upcomin
activities
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The calendar brings opportunities to get into
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short courses and events for all ages.
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