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Victorians expect our leaders to act. 

Together, we can make the obvious 
impossible to ignore! 

Find out more inside this ParkWatch and at�

vnpa.org.au/isnt-it-obvious
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MARILYNE CRESTIAS, VNPA 
���!���"���	�����$�7���)�������������"���+���&���$�����$������
�)�����$���!�����	���$�����������
  PARK WATCH.

I �m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���u�b�]�_�|���m�o�‰���|�_�;���7�-�‹�v���-�u�;���v�_�o�u�|�7���‰�b�|�_���l�b�v�|�‹��
�l�o�u�m�b�m�]�v���-�m�7���1�o�t�7�7���u�-�b�m�‹���-�=�|�;�u�m�o�o�m�v�:�����m���|�_�;���)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b��

�1�-�t�;�m�7�-�u�7���‰�;�]�u�;���b�m���|�_�;���l�b�7�7�t�;���o�=���)�-�u�b�m�]�7���m�-�l�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;��
�)�o�l�0�-�|�v���‰�_�o���0�-�v�h���-�m�7���=�o�u�-�]�;���b�m���|�_�;���)�b�m�|�;�u���v�†�m�v�_�b�m�;�:��
Moths are out, fungi flourish on rotting logs, Superb 
���‹�u�;�0�b�u�7�v���r�;�u�=�o�u�l���|�_�;�b�u���;�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�;���1�o�†�u�|�v�_�b�r���u�b�|�†�-�t�v�7���-�m�7��
�7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���t�o�m�]���m�b�]�_�|�v���r�o�v�v�†�l�v���-�m�7���]�t�b�7�;�u�v���l�-�|�;���P�‹�o�†���]�o�|�|�-��
�h�;�;�r���‰�-�u�l���v�o�l�;�_�o�‰�Q�:

���-�1�h���b�m���|�_�;���_�†�l�-�m���u�;�-�t�l�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;���]�;�-�u�b�m�]���†�r���=�o�u���-�m��
�;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���b�m�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u�7���‰�;���t�o�o�h���-�|���‰�_�-�|�����-�0�o�u�]�v���|�_�u�;�;���|�;�u�l�v��

�
�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|�_�-�ˆ�;���l�;�-�m�|���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:���$�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���o�=�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_��
�1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�;�v���b�|�v���m�;�‰���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h�7���-�m�7���-���_�†�]�;���]�u�-�v�v�‹��
gathering in Melbourne gives hope for the future. But news 
�b�v���t�;�v�v���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l�����u�|�_�†�u�v���"�;�-�|�7���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�����-�‹��
and Mount Macedon, with bureaucratic shenanigans putting 
�m�-�|�†�u�;���o�m���|�_�;���0�-�1�h���=�o�o�|�:���$�_�-�m�h�=�†�t�t�‹�7���-���1�o�-�t�b�|�b�o�m���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v���_�-�v���=�o�u�l�;�7���|�o���r�†�v�_���0�-�1�h�:

Elsewhere in this issue we've prepared a hearty range of 
�v�|�o�u�b�;�v�9���=�u�o�l�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���]�u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�v���|�o���-�u�|�b�v�|�b�1��
�|�;�u�u�-�=�o�u�l�b�m�]�7���-�m�7���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���0�;�-�†�|�‹���o�=���)�‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h���|�o���=�-�1�|�v���o�m�����-�|�‰�b�m�]�����o�|�_�v���-�m�7���"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v�:

�$�_�b�v���;�7�b�|�b�o�m�]�v���1�o�ˆ�;�u���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�;�v���|�_�o�v�;���v�l�-�t�t���0�†�|���ˆ�b�|�-�t�t�‹��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���o�†�u���‰�;�0���o�=���t�b�=�;���K���|�_�;���b�m�ˆ�;�u�|�;�0�u�-�|�;�v�:��
Reiner Richter's spectacular photo of an Edwards' Alpine 
���u�-�m�;���
�t�‹���b�v���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���b�m�ˆ�;�u�|�;�0�u�-�|�;���|�o���;�ˆ�;�u���]�u�-�1�;���|�_�;���1�o�ˆ�;�u��
of ParkWatch�7���-���|�;�v�|�-�l�;�m�|���|�o���|�_�;���b�l�l�;�m�v�;���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|�‹���o�=��
�1�-�r�|�†�u�b�m�]���_�b�]�_�J�u�;�v�o�t�†�|�b�o�m���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_�v���o�=���v�†�1�_���|�b�m�‹���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7��
�-�m�7���!�;�b�m�;�u�]�v���v�h�b�t�t���-�|���7�o�b�m�]���v�o�:��

�.  �. Which Victorian insect was recently listed as Critically 
Endangered under federal nature laws? 

�.  �. Which Victorian marine invertebrate is often 
mistaken for a plant because it resembles a colourful 
�=�t�o�‰�;�u�5�a��

a. Waratah Anemone 
b. Banksia Bluebottle 
c. Daisy Crab 
d. Rosebud Starfish

�.  �. Why are Otway Glowworms (Arachnocampa 
otwayensis) popular with visitors in the Great Otway 
National Park? 

a. They eat pesky mosquitos 
b. They’re Critically Endangered 
c. They’re only active during the day 
d. They glow in the dark 

�.  �. Which marine invertebrates are distantly related to 
humans? 

a. Sea anemones 
�0�8�� �"�;�-���v�t�†�b�u�|�v�_��
c. Barnacles 
d. Sea slugs 

�.  �. True or false, all sea stars start as larvae that drift 
in ocean currents before transforming into little sea 
stars? 

�.  �. Why are Golden Sun Moths in decline across 
Victoria's grasslands? 

a. Increased predation by birds 
b. Their habitat is being destroyed 
c. Not enough sunshine 
d. Too much competition for resources with invasive 

snails 

�.  �. How many species of jewel beetles are there in 
Australia? 

a. 180  b. 560 
c. 1,300  d. 2,200 

�.  �. Where might you find a sea slug? 

a. Rock pools 
b. Estuaries 
c. The bottom of the ocean 
d. All of the above 

�.  �. Which region in Victoria is home to Australia's largest 
earthworm? 

a. Wimmera 
b. Gippsland 
c. Otways 
d. Victorian Alps

��.  ��. Sea sponges have no mouth or digestive tract. How 
and what do they eat? 

Answers on p.38

���-�0�o�u���v�;�;�h�v���-���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1���=�o�†�u�|�_���|�;�u�l�7���0�†�|���‰�_�-�|��
�7�o�;�v���b�|���l�;�-�m���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�5��

MATT RUCHEL, 
EXECUTIVE 
�	���!�����$���!�7���!���
�������$�"��

�������•�‘���+�����!�"�����
��
���������!�������(���!���������$�������	��
�)�����$�����$�������"�����������$���
���!��
�����$�&�!�����������(�����$���!��������

T he next Victorian election is 
�t�o�o�l�b�m�]���-�m�7�����-�0�o�u���b�v���v�;�;�h�b�m�]���-��

�_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1���=�o�†�u�|�_���|�;�u�l���b�m���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:��
It’s already the longest-serving 
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���b�m���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�]�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�:�����v��
�|�_�;���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_�;�v�7���‰�;���t�o�o�h���0�-�1�h��
�-�|���‰�_�-�|���|�_�;���r�-�v�|���•�‘���‹�;�-�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���l�;�-�m�|��
�=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�o�t�b�1�‹�7���-�m�7���-�v�h���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���|�_�;��
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;���o�=���‘�•�•�“���_�-�v���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�;�7���b�m�|�o��
2026.

Coalition set the scene
Labor had held power since 1999, 
but was pushed out when they 
were defeated by the Coalition in 
2010. That election led to a one-
�v�;�-�|���l�-�f�o�u�b�|�‹���=�o�u���|�_�;�����o�-�t�b�|�b�o�m���b�m��
�0�o�|�_���_�o�†�v�;�v�:�������u�;�v�†�t�|���-�t�l�o�v�|���m�o���o�m�;��
�-�m�|�b�1�b�r�-�|�;�7�:���
�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�o�t�b�1�‹�7���|�_�;��
four years of the Baillieu/Napthine 
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���‰�;�u�;���-���7�b�v�-�v�|�;�u�:��

���b�]�_�J�r�u�o�=�b�t�;���-�u�]�†�l�;�m�|�v���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;��
�u�;�|�†�u�m���o�=���-�t�r�b�m�;���1�-�|�|�t�;���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�b�m�-�r�r�u�o�r�u�b�-�|�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���-�|�����o�b�m�|��
���;�r�;�-�m�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
�|�_�;���]�†�|�|�b�m�]���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t��
�u�;�]�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���v�;�|���-���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���r�u�;�1�;�7�;�m�|�:

Labor returns: ambition in 
the first term
In opposition, led by Lisa Neville as 
�"�_�-�7�o�‰�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u�7�����-�0�o�u��
�_�-�7���‰�o�u�h�;�7���_�-�u�7���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v�v�†�;�v�:������
day before the 2014 election, they 
released a substantial nature policy, 
���†�u�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����†�u���
�†�|�†�u�;�:�����-�0�o�u��
won that election and returned to 
�r�o�‰�;�u���†�m�7�;�u���	�-�m�b�;�t�����m�7�u�;�‰�v�:

���m�7�u�;�‰�v�]���=�b�u�v�|���|�;�u�l���v�_�o�‰�;�7���]�;�m�†�b�m�;��
�-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m�:�����m���l�-�m�‹���‰�-�‹�v���b�|���u�;�ˆ�;�u�v�;�7��
�|�_�;���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�v���o�=���|�_�;���v�_�o�u�|�J�t�b�ˆ�;�7��
���o�-�t�b�|�b�o�m���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:�����1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|��
�-�m�7���v�;�1�o�m�7���|�;�u�l�v�����-�0�o�u���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7��
�v�o�l�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���u�;�=�o�u�l�v�:�����†�|���|�_�;�‹��
�=�-�b�t�;�7���|�o���v�†�v�|�-�b�m���|�_�b�v���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m�:�����m���|�o�o��
�l�-�m�‹���-�u�;�-�v�7���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|���v�b�l�r�t�‹���=�-�7�;�7�:��
Meanwhile, the Coalition offered 
virtually no constructive nature 
policies of its own. The real policy 
contest was with the progressive 
�l�b�m�o�u���r�-�u�|�b�;�v�7���l�-�b�m�t�‹���|�_�;�����u�;�;�m�v�:

���-�|�†�u�;���]�u�o�†�r�v���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�;�7���_�-�u�7���=�o�u���-��
���u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�m���|�_�;���t�;�-�7�J
up to the 2014 election. But it wasn’t 
�u�;�=�t�;�1�|�;�7���b�m���=�o�u�l�-�t���r�o�t�b�1�‹�:�����m�v�|�;�-�7�7���-��
�
�o�u�;�v�|�����m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���‰�-�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7�:��
�$�_�;���|�_�;�m���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���‰�-�v��
publicly quoted supporting the Great 
�
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���0�†�|���b�|���m�;�ˆ�;�u��
�l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t�b�v�;�7���b�m�|�o���-�1�|�b�o�m�:

���m�����-�u�1�_���‘�•�•�•�7�����m�;�u�]�‹�7�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�-�m�7�����t�b�l�-�|�;�����_�-�m�]�;�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u�����b�t�‹��
�	�]���l�0�u�o�v�b�o���-�v�h�;�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t��
�P�(�������Q���|�o���0�;�]�b�m���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t���)�;�v�|��
Investigation – a significant step 
forward. 
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�Ç���)�o�l�0�-�|���
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Though the process was delayed 
�-�m�7���b�m�|�;�u�=�;�u�;�7���‰�b�|�_���l�†�t�|�b�r�t�;���|�b�l�;�v�7��
legislation was finally passed in late 
2025, creating the first new national 
�r�-�u�h�v���b�m���•�”���‹�;�-�u�v�:�����†�|���b�|���1�-�l�;���‰�b�|�_���-��
�v�|�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�����t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���_�-�v���v�b�m�1�;��
�u�†�t�;�7���o�†�|���-�m�‹���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:

The 'Danslide' and a retreat 
from nature
�$�_�;���1�u�-�1�h�v���0�;�]�-�m���|�o���v�_�o�‰���-�=�|�;�u��
���-�0�o�u�]�v���=�b�u�v�|���|�;�u�l�:���$�_�;�u�;���‰�-�v���m�o��
standalone nature policy at either 
the 2018 or 2022 elections, with the 
focus shifting to recreation, fishing 
�-�m�7���†�u�0�-�m���r�-�u�h�v�:���$�_�;���l�-�f�o�u�b�|�‹���=�u�o�l��
�|�_�;���‘�•�•�v���]�	�-�m�v�t�b�7�;�]���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���v�;�;�l�;�7��
to reinforce an appetite for regressive 
positions, including refusing to create 
�-�m�‹���m�;�‰���l�-�u�b�m�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���o�u��
sanctuaries.

���u�o�]�u�;�v�v���o�m���h�;�‹���=�o�u�;�v�|���b�v�v�†�;�v���‰�-�v��
�v�t�o�‰�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�����m�7�†�v�|�u�‹��
�$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;�7���‰�_�b�1�_���u�-�m���=�u�o�l���‘�•�•�“���|�o��
�‘�•�•�•�7���†�m�|�b�t���|�_�;���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���t�-�u�]�;�t�‹���‰�-�t�h�;�7��
away. That process probably helped 
�v�;�|���|�_�;���v�1�;�m�;���=�o�u���|�_�;���†�t�|�b�l�-�|�;���;�m�7���o�=��
native forest logging. But the broader 
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m�7���t�b�h�;���7�;�1�t�-�u�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���_�-�v��
effectively disappeared under Jacinta 
Allan. We’re now heading sharply 
�0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7�v���o�m���v�o�l�;���h�;�‹���b�v�v�†�;�v�:

End of native forest logging: 
a win undermined
���m���-���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���m�o�|�;�7���|�_�;���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|��
of an end to native forest logging 
�b�m�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�’���P�‰�_�b�1�_���‰�-�v���b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|��

�b�m�����-�m�†�-�u�‹���‘�•�‘�“�Q���‰�-�v���-���_�†�]�;��
�l�b�t�;�v�|�o�m�;�:�����†�|���b�|���1�-�l�;���‰�b�|�_���-���j�•�:�”��
�0�b�t�t�b�o�m���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���r�-�1�h�-�]�;�7���‰�b�|�_���ˆ�;�u�‹��
little directed toward nature-based 
�b�m�b�|�b�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���t�b�h�;���_�;�t�r�b�m�]���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�:

���m���v�o�l�;���‰�-�‹�v���|�_�;���;�m�7���|�o���t�o�]�]�b�m�]��
was only on paper. Key loopholes 
�u�;�l�-�b�m�:�����o�]�]�b�m�]���-�m�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�J�t�b�h�;��
activities continue on public land 
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���u�;�0�-�7�]�b�m�]���o�=���l�-�m�‹��
�(�b�1�
�o�u�;�v�|�v���1�o�m�|�u�-�1�|�o�u�v���-�v���
�o�u�;�v�|���
�b�u�;��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���P�
�
���(�Q���v�|�-�=�=�:��
And on private land. We’re seen a 
�v�_�-�u�r���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;���b�m���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�J�t�b�h�;���<�=�b�u�;��
�r�u�;�r�-�u�-�|�b�o�m�=���-�m�7���v�o�J�1�-�t�t�;�7���<�v�|�o�u�l��
�1�t�;�-�m�J�†�r�=���‰�o�u�h�v���b�m���|�_�;���+�-�u�u�-���!�-�m�]�;�v�7��
�	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v���-�m�7���)�o�l�0�-�|�J
���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:

�$�_�;�����l�b�m�;�m�|�����;�u�v�o�m�����-�m�;�t���-�m�7�����u�;�-�|��
���†�|�7�o�o�u�v���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���‰�;�u�;���r�o�o�u�t�‹��
�7�;�v�b�]�m�;�7���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�;�v�7���-�m�7���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;�b�u��
�†�v�;�=�†�t���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���‰�;�u�;���v�b�l�r�t�‹���b�]�m�o�u�;�7�:

In a big win for nature, the central 
�‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v���‰�;�u�;���;�ˆ�;�m�|�†�-�t�t�‹���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�;�7��
in late 2025. But this was easily three 
to four years later than they should 
have been, and only after sustained 
�r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���=�u�o�l���=�†�t�t�J�r�-�]�;���m�;�‰�v�r�-�r�;�u��
advertising and regional social 
�l�;�7�b�-���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v���-�1�u�o�v�v�����-�t�t�-�u�-�|���-�m�7��
Bendigo, year after year. 

This big win was tainted with the 
devastating news that the Allan 
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�†�t�;�7���o�†�|���o�=���-�m�‹��
�-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���b�]�m�o�u�b�m�]��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����l�b�m�;�m�|��
���;�u�v�o�m�����-�m�;�t�]�v���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;��
Central Highlands.

�"�b�m�1�;�����-�1�b�m�|�-�����t�t�-�m���0�;�1�-�l�;�����u�;�l�b�;�u�7��
�|�_�;�u�;�=�v���0�;�;�m���-���l�-�u�h�;�7���v�_�b�=�|�:���$�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���m�o�‰���-�r�r�;�-�u�v���-�t�l�o�v�|��
openly hostile to nature, with 
�m�†�l�;�u�o�†�v���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�v���o�u���7�u�o�r�r�;�7��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v�:���$�_�;�v�;���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹��
�-�0�o�t�b�v�_�b�m�]���h�;�‹���;�Š�r�;�u�|���0�o�7�b�;�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|��
Council and the Marine and Coastal 
���o�†�m�1�b�t�7���-���v�_�-�h�;�J�†�r���o�=�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
�‰�b�|�_���-���m�;�‰�����������-�m�7�����_�-�b�u�7���-�m�7���v�|�-�=�=�b�m�]��
levels at their lowest since the 1990s.

What comes next?
���-�0�o�u���0�;�]�-�m���‰�b�|�_���u�;�-�t���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m���o�m��
nature policy in 2014, but since 
�|�_�;�m���|�_�-�|���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���7�b�v�-�r�r�;�-�u�;�7�:��
�$�_�;���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_���0�;�1�-�l�;���r�-�|�1�_�‹�9���v�o�l�;��
�]�;�m�†�b�m�;�t�‹���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�v���‰�;�u�;��
�l�-�7�;���K���|�_�;���;�m�7���o�=���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�7���|�_�;���m�;�‰��
�1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v���K���0�†�|���|�_�;�v�;���‰�;�u�;��
�†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�;�7���0�‹���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�v���-�m�7��
deals with certain sectors.

�$�o�7�-�‹���b�|���t�o�o�h�v���t�b�h�;���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���-��
�l�;�u�;���t�-�1�h���o�=���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m�:���$�_�;�����t�t�-�m��
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���m�o�‰���-�r�r�;�-�u�v���o�r�;�m�t�‹��
hostile to nature.

���t�t���|�_�;���b�m�7�b�1�-�|�o�u�v���r�o�b�m�|���b�m���|�_�;���v�-�l�;��
direction: nature in Victoria is in 
�7�;�1�t�b�m�;�:�����m�7���l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t���-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l��
�;�b�|�_�;�u���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�f�o�u���r�-�u�|�b�;�v���b�v���v�;�u�b�o�†�v�t�‹��
�t�-�1�h�b�m�]�:

���‹���0�-�m�7�b�m�]���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���‰�;���1�-�m���l�-�h�;���b�|��
clear Victorians want nature on the 
�r�u�b�o�u�b�|�‹���t�b�v�|�:���)�b�|�_���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;�7��
�‰�;���1�-�m���r�†�v�_���0�-�1�h���o�m���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�v��
�-�m�7���u�-�b�v�;�����-�0�o�u���-�m�7���-�t�t���l�-�f�o�u���r�-�u�|�b�;�v�=��
�-�l�0�b�|�b�o�m�v���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�=�|�;�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�m��
Victoria. 

Cattle grazing 
The legislative ban 
�o�m���1�-�|�|�t�;���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���b�m��
the Alpine and Red 
���†�l���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
�‰�-�v���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�m��
�ˆ�;�u�‹���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���b�m��
2015. 

Point Nepean 
Legislation to 
repeal the 99 
years head lease 
put in place by the 
previous Coalition 
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���‰�-�v��
introduced and 
passed in 2015. 

Rivers
Regional Riparian 
Action Plan got 
five years funding 
�P�‘�•�•�”�K�‘�•�Q���-�m�7��
exceeded its own 
targets, then got 
cut as a stand-
�-�t�o�m�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���b�m��
2021. 

Forests
Progress on the 
�h�;�‹���=�o�u�;�v�|���b�v�v�†�;�v��
were delayed 
�7�†�;���|�o���|�_�;���
�o�u�;�v�|��
���m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;��
2015-17, until the 
industry largely 
�‰�-�t�h�;�7���-�‰�-�‹�:��

Marine health
State of the Bay 
report launched to 
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u���|�_�;���_�;�-�t�|�_��
of coasts, bays and 
waterways. Later 
expanded to be 
a State of Marine 
and Coastal 
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�:

Anglesea 
Heath 
This biodiversity 
hotspot was added 
to the Great 
���|�‰�-�‹�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h���-�=�|�;�u�����t�1�o�-��
surrendered its 
lease.

Land clearing
The Coalition 
�_�-�7���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�t�‹��
trashed regulations 
designed to stop 
broad scale land 
clearing. The 
regulations were 
updated in 2017 as 
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7�:

Biodiversity 2037 
Statewide biodiversity plan 
�†�r�7�-�|�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���|�b�l�;��
since the 1990s. Received 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���=�†�m�7�b�m�]�7���0�†�|��
�l�†�1�_���t�;�v�v���|�_�-�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�7�:��
Many aspects of the plan 
�u�;�l�-�b�m���†�m�-�1�|�b�o�m�;�7�7���-�m�7��
funding has now largely 
run out. 

Marine and 
Coastal Act 
Passed in 2018 with 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���u�;�=�o�u�l�v��
�t�b�h�;���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]��
�-���l�-�u�b�m�;��
spatial planning 
�=�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:�����†�|��
�l�-�m�‹���|�o�o�t�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
not been used.

FFG Act review
�����1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���|�;�u�l�7��
but legislation not updated until 
2019. Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
�u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�;�7���-�m�7���]�l�o�7�;�u�m�b�v�;�7�:�]�����m�1�t�†�7�;�7��
�†�v�;�=�†�t���|�_�b�m�]�v���t�b�h�;���-���1�t�;�-�u���1�†�|���1�-�r�-�1�b�|�‹��
�|�o���7�o���]�1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m�v�]��
�-�m�7���-���u�;�ˆ�-�l�r�;�7���t�b�v�|�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�:��
However, to date they have refused 
�|�o���†�v�;���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;���m�;�‰���|�o�o�t�v�:

Tourism, fishing, boating
���t�;�1�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v���b�m���|�_�;��
�v�;�1�o�m�7���|�;�u�l���‰�;�u�;���l�o�u�;���l�o�7�;�v�|�7��
focusing on infrastructure for 
�|�o�†�u�b�v�l�7���=�b�v�_�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�o�-�|�b�m�]�:��
���o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���=�b�v�_�b�m�]���b�m���h�;�‹���0�-�‹�v��
was shut down, but largely for 
social not ecological reasons. 

New parks & trails
Bunurong Marine and 
���o�-�v�|�-�t�����-�u�h���P�‘�7�•�“�u���_�-�Q���‰�-�v��
established in 2020. Urban 
�r�-�u�h�v���‰�;�u�;���-�t�v�o���-���=�o�1�†�v�7���‰�b�|�_��
�u�7�”�•�•���_�-���o�=���m�;�‰���†�u�0�-�m���r�-�u�h�v��
�-�m�7���‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�b�h�;���|�u�-�b�t�v��
created across Melbourne. 

Sea to Summit
���-�0�o�u���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���|�_�;��
�"�;�-���|�o���"�†�l�l�b�|���|�u�-�b�t�7���-�m��
�b�1�o�m�b�1���m�-�|�†�u�;���‰�-�t�h���=�u�o�l��
the Errinundra Plateau 
to Cape Conran Coastal 
���-�u�h�7���0�†�|���|�_�b�v���‰�-�v���m�;�ˆ�;�u��
delivered. 

Forestry Plan
Announced in 2019, the Victorian 
�
�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹�����t�-�m���-�b�l�;�7���|�o���v�;�1�†�u�;���-���t�o�m�]�J
�|�;�u�l���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�t�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹��
�=�†�|�†�u�;�7���‰�b�|�_���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���|�b�l�0�;�u��
harvesting in state forests phased out 
by 2030. The 2019–20 bushfires and 
�����(���	���v�o�o�m���1�_�-�m�]�;�7���|�_�;�v�;���v�;�|�|�b�m�]�v�:����

Yarra River
Yarra River/
Birrarung was 
legally recognised 
as a living entity 
�-�m�7���-���=�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h��
was established 
for its protection, 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7��
cultural stewardship.

Urban 
waterways
�
�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�;���‘�•�‘�‘��
election, with a 
�t�-�1�h���o�=���l�-�f�o�u���r�o�t�b�1�‹��
around nature, 
�-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|�v��
focused on urban 
waterways. 

End of native forest logging
In May 2023, Labor brought forward the 
end of native forest logging to 1 January 
�‘�•�‘�“�7���‰�b�|�_���-���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���r�-�1�h�-�]�;���1�t�-�b�l�b�m�]��
�|�o���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�u�|�-�b�m�|�‹���]�|�_�-�|���_�-�v��
been caused by an ongoing court and 
litigation process and increasingly severe 
�0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;�v�:�]���j�•�:�”���0�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���v�r�;�m�|��
�o�m���|�_�b�v���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m�7���0�†�|���t�o�o�r�_�o�t�;�v���u�;�l�-�b�m�:����

Reviews, reviews, reviews
�$�_�;�u�;���‰�;�u�;���|�b�l�;�J�1�o�m�v�†�l�b�m�]���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�v��
�b�m���|�_�b�v���r�;�u�b�o�7�9���|�_�;�����l�b�m�;�m�|�����;�u�v�o�m��
�r�-�m�;�t���o�m�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�����m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
for the Central Highlands, the Great 
���†�|�7�o�o�u�v���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;�7���-�m�7���-���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰���o�=��
the outdated Wildlife Act�:�����m�t�‹���l�b�m�o�u��
�;�t�;�l�;�m�|�v���‰�;�u�;���r�b�1�h�;�7���†�r�7���-�m�7���h�;�‹��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���‰�;�u�;���b�]�m�o�u�;�7�:��

Central west parks
VEAC’s Central West 
���m�ˆ�;�v�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�l�;�m�1�;�7��
in 2017, but was delayed 
�=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v�:���$�_�u�;�;���m�;�‰��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���‰�;�u�;���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹��
legislated in late 2025, to 
�0�;���=�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���b�m��
���1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�u�:

�Ç�����t�7���]�u�o�‰�|�_���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�b�h�;���|�_�b�v���b�m�����-�v�|�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7���‰�;�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���;�m�7���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���G��ISAAC CARNE

�Ç VNPA, PARKS VICTORIA, BLAKE NISBET, CHRIS ORR, PAUL CLIFTON, MEGHAN LINDSAY, ROBYN FOX, DEBOROD, RICHARD LING, JORDAN CROOK, SASCHA SCHULZ, ROBERTO SERBA, 
JUDITH DELAND, BEN GILL, BRIAN YAP, ISAAC CARNE, JOSH BOWELL, SANDY SCHELTEMA
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the Taungurung 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

Batwing Moth 
Chelepteryx collesi 

H �-�ˆ�;���‹�o�†���_�;�-�u�7���o�=���-�m���b�m�v�;�1�|���|�_�-�|���u�;�v�;�l�0�t�;�v���-��
�0�-�|���v�o�-�u�b�m�]���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���-�b�u�5���)�;�t�t�7���‰�;���_�-�ˆ�;���o�m�;�4��

���-�|�‰�b�m�]���o�u���)�_�b�|�;�J�v�|�;�l�l�;�7�����†�l�����o�|�_�v���-�u�;���o�†�|���u�b�]�_�|��
now in Victoria. 

Native to Australia’s east coast, Batwing Moths are 
�1�t�o�v�;�t�‹���t�b�m�h�;�7���|�o���;�†�1�-�t�‹�r�|���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���‰�_�;�u�;���0�o�|�_���|�_�;��
�1�-�|�;�u�r�b�t�t�-�u�v���-�m�7���-�7�†�t�|�v���v�r�;�m�7���l�o�v�|���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���t�b�ˆ�;�v�:�����m��
�"�†�l�l�;�u�7���|�_�;���1�-�|�;�u�r�b�t�t�-�u�v���7�u�o�r���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���|�u�;�;�v�7���t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
�=�o�u���-���r�t�-�1�;���|�o���‰�;�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�b�u���1�o�1�o�o�m�:���$�_�;�m���b�m�����†�|�†�l�m��
�|�_�;�‹���;�l�;�u�]�;���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���1�o�1�o�o�m�v���-�v���l�o�|�_�v�7���‰�b�|�_���t�-�u�]�;��

brown and grey wings, 
intricate patterns and 
accents of yellow. 

The caterpillars can grow 
�|�o���•�‘���1�l���t�o�m�]�7���l�-�h�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�l���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���b�m��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�4���$�_�;�b�u���v�b�Œ�;���-�m�7��
bold, defensive spines 
�l�-�h�;���|�_�;�l���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�o��
�l�b�v�v�:�����m�1�;���|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�;�7�7��
�-�7�†�t�|���l�o�|�_�v���1�-�m���u�;�-�1�_��
�-�m���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���•�u���1�l��

�‰�b�m�]�v�r�-�m�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u���-�m�]�†�t�-�u���‰�b�m�]�v���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���-���0�-�|�J�t�b�h�;��
silhouette. 

�)�_�b�t�;���|�_�;���l�o�|�_���r�o�v�;�v���m�o���7�-�m�]�;�u�7���|�_�;���0�u�b�v�|�t�;�v���o�m���|�_�;��
�1�-�|�;�u�r�b�t�t�-�u���1�-�m���r�b�;�u�1�;���v�h�b�m���-�m�7���1�-�†�v�;���†�m�1�o�l�=�o�u�|�-�0�t�;��
�b�u�u�b�|�-�|�b�o�m�:���$�_�;���1�o�1�o�o�m���b�v���v�b�l�b�t�-�u�7���-�v���|�_�;���1�-�|�;�u�r�b�t�t�-�u��
�|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�v���|�_�;���v�r�b�m�;�v���-�u�;���7�b�v�1�-�u�7�;�7���-�m�7���r�†�m�1�_���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�|�_�;���v�b�t�h���‰�-�t�t�v���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�1�o�o�m�v���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���-���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;��
�t�-�‹�;�u�:�����-�|�‰�b�m�]�����o�|�_�v���u�;�l�b�m�7���†�v���o�=���|�_�;���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;��
adaptations that exist in nature. 

���;�;�r���‹�o�†�u���;�‹�;�v���o�r�;�m���=�o�u���|�_�;�v�;���0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���l�o�|�_�v���o�ˆ�;�u��
�|�_�;���m�;�Š�|���=�;�‰���‰�;�;�h�v�:��

Kelly Gilbert is a NatureWatch Student studying science 
and global studies at Monash University

�	�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�-�|�;���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;��
Ruffy-Longwood fire

Mirboo North celebrates 
�)���������������	���$������������������
���������&�����$�+���$���������!�����$������
���!�����$�����������
�����������)�������!��

W �;���‰�;�u�;���t�†�1�h�‹���;�m�o�†�]�_���|�o���f�o�b�m��
�|�_�;�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��

in April celebrating the creation of 
the Mirboo North Conservation 
���-�u�h���b�m�����†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:��

�"�r�;�-�h�;�u�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���&�m�1�t�;�����t�o�‹�7��
�=�u�o�l�����†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b�����-�m�7���-�m�7���)�-�|�;�u�v��
���0�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t�����o�u�r�o�u�-�|�b�o�m�7�����l�b�m�;�m�|��
���-�m�;�t���=�o�u�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�����m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
chair Karen Cain, local poets and 
�l�†�v�b�1�b�-�m�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v��
who've spent years exploring 
the forest and understanding its 
wildlife. 

���t�l�o�v�|���•�•���‹�;�-�u�v���-�]�o�7���(�b�1�
�o�u�;�v�|�v��
�r�t�-�m�m�;�7���|�o���t�o�]���|�_�b�v���|�b�m�‹���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|��
�o�=���"�|�u�Œ�;�t�;�1�h�b���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���=�o�u���r�-�r�;�u��

pulp. Little did they 
�h�m�o�‰���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�_�-�7���o�|�_�;�u���r�t�-�m�v�:���
�u�o�l��
�r�-�1�h�;�7���o�†�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�l�;�;�|�b�m�]�v���-�|���|�_�;���=�o�o�|�‹��
club, and hundreds of 
�_�o�†�u�v���o�=���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���-�m�7��
�-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���‰�o�u�h�7���|�_�;�����b�u�0�o�o��
���o�u�|�_�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h���‰�-�v��
protected for everyone forever in 
legislation last year.

It’s 440 hectares of native forest 
safeguarding the future of iconic 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���t�b�h�;�����u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�b�7�;�u�v�7��
���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�7�����-�1�;�����o�m�b�|�o�u�v���-�m�7��
Burrowing Crayfish.

�)�;�t�t���7�o�m�;���|�o�����u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���o�†�u���
�o�u�;�v�|��
���b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_���-�m�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
for your years of dedication and 
�r�;�u�v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�m�1�;�4����

Jordan Crook, Parks & Nature 
Campaigner
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I n early January 2026, the Ruffy-
Longwood fire burnt 138,000 

�_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v�a�o�=���l�o�v�|�t�‹���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7�7��
�7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�b�m�]���•�•�’���_�o�l�;�v�:�����†�u���|�_�o�†�]�_�|�v��
are with the people affected, as 
�‰�;�t�t���-�v���|�_�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���t�b�ˆ�;�v�|�o�1�h�:��
�)�;�=�u�;�a�]�u�-�|�;�=�†�t���|�o���|�_�;���l�-�m�‹���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u��
and forest fire fighters on the front 
�t�b�m�;�7���-�m�7���;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]��
�"���"���-�m�7���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���u�;�v�1�†�;�u�v�:�a��

���-�m�‹���v�l�-�t�t���0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�a��
�‰�;�u�;�a�b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7�7���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
�|�u�;�;�v���-�m�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�:�a��

���ˆ�;�m���|�_�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���-�u�;�-���b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7���‰�-�v��
�;�Š�|�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;�7���l�-�m�‹���t�-�u�]�;���r�-�|�1�_�;�v���o�=���0�†�v�_��
�;�v�1�-�r�;�7���†�m�v�1�-�|�_�;�7���|�_�-�m�h�v���|�o���|�_�;��
�7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���‰�o�u�h���o�=���=�b�u�;���=�b�]�_�|�;�u�v�a�-�m�7���|�_�;��
historic nature of land clearing in the 
�u�;�]�b�o�m�:�a���t�|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�a�’�•���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���‰�;�u�;��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7�7���u�-�m�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���-�m�7��
conservation reserves to scenic and 
�v�|�u�;�-�l�v�b�7�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:��

���=���7�;�;�r���1�o�m�1�;�u�m���-�u�;���u�;�r�o�u�|�v���o�=��
�l�-�m�‹���t�-�u�]�;���o�t�7���!�;�7�����†�l�v���0�;�b�m�]���1�†�|��
�7�o�‰�m���-�t�o�m�]���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;�v���0�‹���
�o�u�;�v�|���
�b�u�;��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���P�
�
���(�Q�:���)�;�]�u�;��
�‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���t�o�1�-�t���]�u�o�†�r�v���|�o���u�-�b�v�;��
these concerns with the local council 
�-�m�7���
�
���(�:���)�;�=�u�;���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���=�o�u���]�;�m�†�b�m�;��
�|�u�;�;���u�b�v�h���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v���0�-�v�;�7���o�m���|�_�;��
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v���o�=���|�u�;�;���-�m�7���u�b�v�h���t�;�ˆ�;�t�7���u�-�|�_�;�u��
than just chopping trees because they 
�0�†�u�m�|�:�a��

�!�;�7�����†�l�v���-�u�;���m�o�|�o�u�b�o�†�v�t�‹���|�o�†�]�_���-�m�7��
�u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u���t�†�b�|�;���‰�;�t�t���=�u�o�l���=�b�u�;�:�����=���|�u�;�;�v��
�-�u�;�m�=�|���b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7���0�‹���o�|�_�;�u���|�_�u�;�-�|�v���t�b�h�;��
�v�o�b�t���1�o�l�r�-�1�|�b�o�m���-�m�7�a�u�o�o�|���7�-�l�-�]�;�7���-�m�7��
they get enough rain, they will recover. 

���v���-���t�o�|���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u���=�u�o�l��
�|�_�;���=�b�u�;�v�7���|�_�;���|�_�u�;�-�|�v���o�=���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u�a�-�m�7��
�‰�;�;�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�o�m���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]��
landscape are high. How these threats 
�-�u�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�7���‰�b�t�t�a�7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�;�a�‰�_�b�1�_��
plants recover and flourish. 
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Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a belief they are inferior to animals

Enfield Grevillea  
Grevillea bedggoodiana

H idden in the dry woodlands southwest of Ballarat 
�]�u�o�‰�v���o�m�;���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���t�;�-�v�|���h�m�o�‰�m���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���v�_�u�†�0�v�7��

the Enfield Grevillea. With their sharply toothed holly-
�t�b�h�;���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���†�m�†�v�†�-�t���r�b�m�h�J�]�u�;�;�m���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v�7���|�_�;�v�;��
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�u�;���0�o�|�_���v�|�u�b�h�b�m�]���-�m�7���_�b�]�_�t�‹���t�o�1�-�t�b�v�;�7�:��

�
�o�†�m�7���o�m�t�‹���-�u�o�†�m�7�����m�=�b�;�t�7���-�m�7���"�l�‹�|�_�;�v�7�-�t�;�7���|�_�;�‹���t�b�ˆ�;��
�m�o�‰�_�;�u�;���;�t�v�;���o�m�����-�u�|�_�:�����o�v�|���h�m�o�‰�m���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�;��
�b�m�����m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7���‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;�‹���]�u�o�‰���t�o�‰���-�1�u�o�v�v��
�_�;�-�|�_�‹���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���0�;�m�;�-�|�_���u�o�†�]�_�J�0�-�u�h�;�7���;�†�1�-�t�‹�r�|�v�:��
In Spring, their delicate toothbrush-shaped flowers 
�;�l�;�u�]�;�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���m�;�1�|�-�u���|�o���b�m�v�;�1�|�v���-�m�7���0�b�u�7�v���-�v���l�-�m�‹��
surrounding plants begin to dry off. 

�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;�b�u���|�o�†�]�_���-�r�r�;�-�u�-�m�1�;�7�����m�=�b�;�t�7�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�v���=�-�1�;��
�l�o�†�m�|�b�m�]���|�_�u�;�-�|�v�:�����-�u�t�‹���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���v�†�]�]�;�v�|�;�7���|�_�;�‹��
were adapted to disturbance and capable of resprouting 
�-�=�|�;�u���=�b�u�;�:�����†�|���7�†�u�b�m�]���o�†�u���u�;�1�;�m�|���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v��
we found healthy populations in long-undisturbed areas, 
�u�-�b�v�b�m�]���t�†�;�v�|�b�o�m�v���-�0�o�†�|���;�-�u�t�b�;�u���-�v�v�†�l�r�|�b�o�m�v�:���)�;���-�t�v�o��
�=�o�†�m�7���_�b�]�_���m�†�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���7�;�-�7���v�_�u�†�0�v���-�=�|�;�u���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���0�†�u�m�v�:��

���_�-�m�]�b�m�]���1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���l�-�‹���0�;���r�†�v�_�b�m�]�����m�=�b�;�t�7�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�v���|�o��
�|�_�;�b�u���t�b�l�b�|�:�����m�;���o�=���|�_�;���]�u�;�-�|�;�v�|���|�_�u�;�-�|�v���b�v���|�_�;���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7��
soil pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi,���‰�_�b�1�_���-�|�|�-�1�h�v��
plant roots with devastating consequences. The disease 
�1�-�m���0�;���v�r�u�;�-�7���0�‹���u�o�-�7�‰�o�u�h�v�7���l�-�1�_�b�m�;�u�‹�7���=�o�†�u�J�‰�_�;�;�t��
�7�u�b�ˆ�;�v�7���|�u�-�b�t���0�b�h�;�v���-�m�7���v�_�o�;�v�:��

���;�‰���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;�v���-�u�;���-�t�v�o���;�l�;�u�]�b�m�]�:���"�;�ˆ�;�u�;���7�b�;�0�-�1�h��
�t�b�m�h�;�7���|�o�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�����;�-�=�����b�m�;�u���b�m�=�;�v�|�-�|�b�o�m�v���b�v���-�=�=�;�1�|�b�m�]��
populations of related Holly Leafed Grevilleas (Grevillea 
ilicifolia subsp. ilicifolia)�7���‰�_�b�1�_���l�-�‹���r�o�v�;���-���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�:��
���t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;���l�-�‹���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���1�o�l�r�o�†�m�7���|�_�b�v�7���‰�b�|�_��
�b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]���m�†�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���‹�o�†�m�]���r�t�-�m�|�v���7�‹�b�m�]���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;�‹��
flower and seed. 

Enfield Grevilleas survive in a landscape long shaped 
�0�‹���]�o�t�7���l�b�m�b�m�]�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m�:��
�$�_�;�u�;�=�v���-���1�;�u�|�-�b�m���b�u�o�m�‹���|�_�-�|���-���r�t�-�m�|���v�o���r�u�b�1�h�t�‹���-�m�7���u�;�v�b�t�b�;�m�|��
in appearance can be so vulnerable. 

���t�-�m�|�v���t�b�h�;�����m�=�b�;�t�7�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�v���u�;�l�b�m�7���†�v���_�o�‰���†�m�b�t�†�;���-�m�7��
�=�u�-�]�b�t�;���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���b�v�:�����u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���l�;�-�m�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�b�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�7���-�m�7���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���v�o�l�;���o�=���o�†�u���u�-�u�;�v�|��
�r�t�-�m�|�v���-�u�;���v�l�-�t�t���v�_�u�†�0�v���v�†�0�|�t�‹���=�t�o�‰�;�u�b�m�]���0�;�v�b�7�;���-���0�†�v�_��
�|�u�-�1�h�:��

ADRIAN MARSHALL, 
�
�����������$���$���!�7��
GRASSY PLAINS 

�����$�)���!���7���!�������!�$�"��
�������$�������!���������$�����!���"�"�������	�"��
�!���"�&�!�!�����$���������
���!�&��

T his May, the biggest grassland 
get-together in a decade focused 

on building capacity across the grassy 
restoration sector and highlighted 
heroic efforts to reverse the decline of 
our Critically Endangered grasslands.

�$�_�u�;�;���_�†�m�7�u�;�7���t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v�7��
�-�1�-�7�;�l�b�1�v�7���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_�;�u�v���-�m�7��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���]�-�|�_�;�u�;�7���=�o�u��
a sold-out Grassland Resurrection 
�=�o�u�†�l�7���1�o�J�_�o�v�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�����u�-�v�v�‹��
���t�-�b�m�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h�7���(�������7�����;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���-�m�7���|�_�;��
Australian Association of Bush 
Regenerators.

���|���0�;�]�-�m���‰�b�|�_���-���r�u�o�=�o�†�m�7���)�;�t�1�o�l�;��
�|�o�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���0�‹���	�u�����-�m�7�‹�����b�1�_�o�t�v�o�m�:��
�$�_�;�����u�|�_�†�u���!�‹�t�-�_�����m�v�|�b�|�†�|�;�=�v���	�u���"�|�;�ˆ�;��
Sinclair then opened our eyes to a 
global perspective, highlighting spatial 
reasons for the vulnerability of our 
grasslands to weed invasion.

���;�‹�m�o�|�;���	�u�����;�]�-�m�����=�"�_�;�-���v�_�o�‰�;�7��
�|�_�-�|���r�;�u�v�b�v�|�;�m�1�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�7���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���u�b�]�_�|���1�o�l�0�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���r�;�o�r�t�;���1�-�m��
�u�;�ˆ�;�u�v�;���7�;�1�t�b�m�;�:���$�_�;���‰�o�u�h���|�_�-�|�=�v���0�;�;�m��
�7�o�m�;���-�|�����u�-�l�o�o���)�b�t�7�=�t�o�‰�;�u�����u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7��
Reserve is a beacon of hope.

Lauren Talbot’s presentation on 
���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���)�b�t�v�o�m�v�����u�o�l���‰�o�u�h��
using fire to rescue coastal grassland 
�=�u�o�l���v�_�b�=�|�b�m�]���|�o���1�o�-�v�|�-�t���|�;�-���|�u�;�;��
�l�o�m�o�1�†�t�|�†�u�;�v���‰�-�v���v�b�l�b�t�-�u�t�‹���b�m�v�r�b�u�b�m�]�:��
���|���v�_�o�‰�;�7���|�_�;���r�o�‰�;�u���o�=���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
evidence-based science driving 
�r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:

�$�_�;���|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�o�‰�;�u���o�=���=�b�u�;���†�v�;�7��
�‰�;�t�t���‰�-�v���-���v�|�u�o�m�]���|�_�;�l�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_�o�†�|�:��
���
���=�v���	�u�����o�v�_�†�-�����o�7�]�;�v���7�;�|�-�b�t�;�7���_�o�‰��
burning native grassland is a win–win 
�=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:��
���b�v���l�-�r���o�=���-���=�b�u�;���;�Š�_�-�†�v�|�b�m�]���b�|�v�;�t�=��
within Mt Mercer Grassland while 
�u�†�m�m�b�m�]���†�m�1�_�;�1�h�;�7���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���1�u�o�r��
�v�|�†�0�0�t�;���‰�-�v���-���7�;�=�b�m�b�|�b�ˆ�;���l�o�l�;�m�|�:

�)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b�=�v�����-�u�u�-�r���!�-�m�]�;�u�v�=���h�;�‹�m�o�|�;��
highlighted the increasing nature 
and social benefits of Traditional 
���†�v�|�o�7�b�-�m�v���l�-�m�-�]�b�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:���$�_�o�v�;��
benefits were also strongly evident 
in young Kai Lane’s schools-based 
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���‰�o�u�h���|�_�u�o�†�]�_�����1�o���)�-�u�u�b�o�u�v��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���-���r�u�;�7�o�l�b�m�-�m�|�t�‹���
�b�u�v�|��
���-�|�b�o�m�v���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�:�������u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;��
�;�m�;�u�]�‹���v�|�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���-���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;��
future.

���m�o�|�_�;�u���|�_�;�l�;���‰�-�v���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���m�;�‰��
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���7�b�u�;�1�|�t�‹���=�u�o�l���v�o�‰�b�m�]��
�v�;�;�7�v�:�����u�o�=�:�����b�1�h���)�b�t�t�b�-�l�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
University of Melbourne, and John 
�	�;�t�r�u�-�|�|���-�m�7���"�†�v�-�m�����o�v�1�_���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
Woorndoo–Chatsworth Landcare 

���u�o�†�r�7���|�-�t�h�;�7���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���v�1�u�-�r�;���-�m�7��
�v�o�‰���l�;�|�_�o�7���-�m�7���|�_�;���;�l�;�u�]�b�m�]���1�-�r��
and sow technique.

�	�u�����b�m�7�‹�����-�†�v�;�u���|�o�o�h���†�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�u�b�]�o�u�o�†�v���l�o�7�;�t�t�b�m�]���o�=���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���t�†�-�t�b�|�‹��
�o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���1�o�l�r�-�u�;�7���|�o���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
inputs to highlight successful scenarios 
�|�_�-�|���l�-�‹���u�;�7�†�1�;���|�_�;���u�b�v�h���o�=���=�†�|�†�u�;��
decline.

The vital connection between 
research and practice was continued 
�0�‹�����;�m�����o�†�u�|�b�1�;�7���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���
�-�1�b�t�b�|�-�|�o�u��
�o�=���|�_�;�����u�-�v�v�‹�����t�-�b�m�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h�7���‰�b�|�_���-��
fascinating analysis of how Ecological 
�(�;�]�;�|�-�|�b�o�m�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���P���(���Q��
�0�;�m�1�_�l�-�u�h�v���7�o�m�=�|���‰�o�u�h���=�o�u���u�;�v�|�o�u�b�m�]��
�]�u�-�v�v�‹���;�v�1�-�u�r�l�;�m�|�v�:�����(���=�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�l�-�r�r�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���†�m�7�;�u�r�b�m�v���|�_�;�l�7���-�u�;���‘�•��
years old and need serious revision to 
be fit for purpose.

Case studies delved into the details 
�o�=���o�m�J�]�u�o�†�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:�����b�m�1�o�t�m��
���;�u�m���=�u�o�l�����u�-�1�|�b�1�-�t�����1�o�t�o�]�‹���]�-�ˆ�;��
�-���l�-�v�|�;�u�1�t�-�v�v���b�m���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]�J�7�u�b�ˆ�;�m��
�0�b�o�l�-�v�v���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���=�o�u���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:���$�-�‹�t�o�u�����†�m�7�u�‹��
detailed carefully chosen herbicide 
�-�r�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�:���$�b�l�����o�m�m�;�t�t���-�m�7�����t�;�Š��
���o�7�]�v�o�m���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����b�|�‹���o�=���)�_�b�|�|�t�;�v�;�-��
�v�_�o�‰�;�7���|�_�;���ˆ�b�u�|�†�;�v���o�=���-���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7��
�|�;�-�l���-�m�7���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]��
�7�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:

���b�7�f�-���)�-�t�h�;�u�=�v���|�-�t�h���o�m���|�_�;���1�-�t�1�-�u�;�o�†�v��
�v�‰�-�t�;���<�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v�=���o�=���|�_�;�����o�u�m�b�m�]�|�o�m��
���;�m�b�m�v�†�t�-���‰�o�ˆ�;���-���v�|�o�u�‹���=�u�o�l���-��
�t�b�=�;�|�b�l�;�=�v���r�u�o�=�o�†�m�7���o�0�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7���=�u�o�l��
�]�u�;�;�m���v�t�b�l�‹���-�t�]�-�;���|�_�-�|���1�-�r�|�†�u�;�v���1�-�u�0�o�m��
�|�o���u�o�1�h�v���|�_�-�|���]�u�o�‰�:

Huge grassy gathering gives hope for future And then there were the Basalt 
Buddies, an urban restoration 
collective inspiring everyone with their 
tales of liberating seeds and the radical 
�-�t�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���|�_�-�|���1�-�m���l�o�0�b�t�b�v�;���-�|���|�_�;��
grassroots level.

�$�_�;���v�h�b�t�t�v�7���‰�b�t�t�b�m�]�m�;�v�v�7���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|��
to protecting the last of our grasslands 
�‰�;�u�;���o�m���v�_�o�‰�:���$�_�;���
�o�u�†�l���‰�-�v��
genuinely uplifting. A strong positive 
experience to build change.

���m�7���‹�;�|�7���-�v�����b�1�_�-�;�t�����o�7�7�-�u�7���=�u�o�l��
���b�o�v�b�v���;�l�r�_�-�v�b�v�;�7�7���7�;�1�t�b�m�;���b�v���o�m�]�o�b�m�]�:��
���†�u���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;���v�r�b�u�-�t�t�b�m�]���|�o�‰�-�u�7�v��
�;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���-�v���|�_�;�‹���0�;�1�o�l�;���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]��
rare and increasingly under pressure.

Policy and funding at the state and 
federal level are currently inadequate. 
We have a habitat on the verge of 
collapse, desperately in need of 
�v�†�v�|�-�b�m�;�7���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�1�|�b�o�m���0�-�1�h�;�7��
�0�‹���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���=�†�m�7�b�m�]�:���$�_�;���
�o�u�†�l���‰�-�v��
�b�m�v�r�b�u�-�|�b�o�m���|�o���h�;�;�r���|�_�;���l�o�l�;�m�|�†�l��
�]�o�b�m�]���|�o���r�†�v�_���=�o�u���0�;�|�|�;�u���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:��

continued opposite page...
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Plant Blindness*  with Ben Gill

�Ç�����-�r�r�‹���]�u�-�v�v�‹���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�|���v�|�-�t�t�v���7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�o�u�†�l���G��VIRGINIA BEAR

�Ç���	�u�����7�u�b�-�m�����-�u�v�_�-�t�t���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���;�ˆ�;�m�|���-�|���-���r�-�1�h�;�7���o�†�|���
�b�|�Œ�u�o�‹���$�o�‰�m�����-�t�t���G��VIRGINIA BEAR

takeaways from 
the Grasslands 
Resurrection Forum 

1. Business as usual has not 
�0�;�;�m���;�m�o�†�]�_���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v��
now.

2. ���u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���=�;�‰���u�;�l�m�-�m�|��
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���b�v���ˆ�b�|�-�t�:��
�"�o���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;�l���-�u�;���ˆ�;�u�‹��
vulnerable.

3. �!�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7��
grasslands can be achieved 
with consistent good 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�ˆ�;�u���7�;�1�-�7�;�v�:

4. Creation of new grasslands 
through seed-based 
�|�;�1�_�m�b�t�†�;�v���b�v���-�m���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|��
tool to reverse ongoing 
�7�;�1�t�b�m�;���|�_�-�|���l�†�v�|���0�;��
�b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]�t�‹���b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�;�7�:

5. ���†�b�t�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���‰�_�o��
will support grasslands is 
�=�†�m�7�-�l�;�m�|�-�t�:

�
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�!�;�]�†�t�-�u���]�b�[�v���r�o�‰�;�u���o�†�u���‰�o�u�h���|�o��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�1�u�o�v�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:��

���v���-�����-�u�h�v�����u�o�|�;�1�|�o�u�7���‹�o�†�u���o�m�]�o�b�m�]��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���_�;�t�r�v���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���_�-�v���-��
�v�|�u�o�m�]���ˆ�o�b�1�;���‰�_�;�m���b�|���l�-�‚�;�u�v���l�o�v�|�:����

�$�o���f�o�b�m���|�_�;�����-�u�h�v�����u�o�|�;�1�|�o�u��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�7���r�t�;�-�v�;���ˆ�b�v�b�|�� 
vnpa.org.au/support/parks-protector  
�o�u���1�-�t�t���†�v���o�m���•�’���–�’�“�•���u�”�•�•�:��

PHOTO: MARK WEBBER

� ���� ���� ���������� �� ������� ��������������������������������

���b�t�t�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���-�m���;�m�;�u�]�‹���|�;�u�l�b�m�-�t�7���0�†�|���m�o���r�t�-�m���|�o��
protect the Bay 

Spotted Wobbegong  
Orectolobus maculatus

A �|���=�b�u�v�|���]�t�-�m�1�;�7���-���"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]���t�o�o�h�v���t�;�v�v���t�b�h�;��
�-���v�_�-�u�h���-�m�7���l�o�u�;���t�b�h�;���-���l�o�v�v�‹���u�o�1�h���o�m���|�_�;���v�;�-�=�t�o�o�u��

�K���‰�_�b�1�_���b�v���;�Š�-�1�|�t�‹���_�o�‰���|�_�b�v���l�-�v�|�;�u���o�=���1�-�l�o�†�=�t�-�]�;���t�b�h�;�v��
�b�|�:�a���‹���7�-�‹�7���|�_�;�v�;���‰�o�m�7�;�u�=�†�t�t�‹���‰�;�b�u�7���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���v�_�-�u�h�v���v�r�;�m�7��
�l�o�v�|���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���|�b�l�;���l�o�|�b�o�m�t�;�v�v���o�m���v�-�m�7�‹���0�o�|�|�o�l�v�7���u�o�1�h�‹��
reefs and seagrass beds, blending so perfectly into their 
�v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]�v���|�_�;�‹���-�t�l�o�v�|���7�b�v�-�r�r�;�-�u�:���)�_�b�t�;���|�_�;�‹���v�;�;�l��
�l�;�t�t�o�‰���7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���7�-�‹�7���o�m�1�;���|�_�;���v�†�m���]�o�;�v���7�o�‰�m�7���|�_�b�v��
�<�t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���u�o�1�h�=���1�o�l�;�v���-�t�b�ˆ�;�:��

�"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v���-�u�;���-�l�0�†�v�_���r�u�;�7�-�|�o�u�v���|�_�-�|���-�u�;��
�l�o�v�|�t�‹���-�1�|�b�ˆ�;���-�|���m�b�]�_�|�:���$�_�;�v�;���ˆ�o�u�-�1�b�o�†�v���r�u�;�7�-�|�o�u�v���=�;�;�7��
�o�m���=�b�v�_�7���1�u�-�‹�=�b�v�_�7���1�u�-�0�v���-�m�7���o�1�|�o�r�†�v���-�m�7���1�-�m���;�ˆ�;�m�a�|�_�u�†�v�|��
�|�_�;�b�u���f�-�‰�a�=�o�u�‰�-�u�7���|�o���v�‰�-�t�t�o�‰���r�u�;�‹���|�_�-�|���v�;�;�l���b�l�r�o�v�v�b�0�t�‹��
�t�-�u�]�;���=�o�u���|�_�;�l�4�a��

�&�m�t�b�h�;���l�-�m�‹�a�v�_�-�u�h�v�7�a�"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v���-�r�r�;�-�u���|�o��
�_�-�ˆ�;���-���v�o�1�b�-�t���v�b�7�;�:���"�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���_�-�ˆ�;���v�;�;�m���|�_�;�l�a�u�;�v�|�b�m�]��
together in groups and interacting with other Spotted 
�)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v���o�=���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|���v�;�Š�;�v���-�m�7���v�b�Œ�;�v�:�a�$�_�b�v���0�;�_�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u��
�v�†�]�]�;�v�|�v���|�_�;�‹���l�-�‹���=�o�u�l���t�o�m�]�;�u�J�|�;�u�l���v�o�1�b�-�t���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�o�m�v�7��
�r�;�u�_�-�r�v���|�_�;���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u���;�t�†�b�ˆ�-�t�;�m�|���o�=���=�u�b�;�m�7�v�_�b�r�a�]�u�o�†�r�v�:��

���-�u�|���o�=���‰�_�-�|���l�-�h�;�v���|�_�;�l���v�o���7�b�v�|�b�m�1�|�b�ˆ�;���b�v���|�_�;�b�u���v�_�-�]�]�‹��
�0�;�-�u�7���t�b�h�;���=�u�b�m�]�;���o�=���v�h�b�m���-�u�o�†�m�7���|�_�;�b�u���l�o�†�|�_�7���h�m�o�‰�m���-�v��
�0�-�u�0�;�t�v�:���"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v���†�v�;���|�_�;�v�;���=�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m��
�f�†�v�|���t�o�o�h�v�8���0�-�u�0�;�t�v���_�;�t�r���|�_�;�l���v�;�m�v�;���l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7��
�0�u�;�-�h���†�r���|�_�;���v�_�-�u�h�=�v���o�†�|�t�b�m�;���v�o���|�_�;�‹���7�b�v�-�r�r�;�-�u���b�m�|�o���|�_�;��
�u�;�;�=�:�a���m���=�-�1�|�7���|�_�;���m�-�l�;���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]���b�v���-�m�����0�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t���‰�o�u�7��
�l�;�-�m�b�m�]���<�v�_�-�]�]�‹���0�;�-�u�7�=�7���v�o�l�;�|�b�l�;�v���-�t�v�o���|�u�-�m�v�t�-�|�;�7���-�v��
�<�t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���u�o�1�h�:�=��

���ˆ�;�m���|�_�o�†�]�_���|�_�;�‹���v�;�;�l���t�-�b�7�J�0�-�1�h�7���"�r�o�|�|�;�7���)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�v��
�v�_�o�†�t�7�m�=�|���0�;���†�m�7�;�u�;�v�|�b�l�-�|�;�7�:���&�m�7�;�u�m�;�-�|�_���|�_�;�b�u��
�‰�_�b�v�h�;�u�v���-�u�;���v�_�-�u�r���|�;�;�|�_���|�_�-�|���r�-�1�h���-���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���0�b�|�;�:��
They’re generally considered docile and prefer to avoid 
�1�o�m�=�t�b�1�|�7���0�†�|���b�=���r�u�o�ˆ�o�h�;�7���o�u���v�|�;�r�r�;�7���o�m�7���|�_�;�‹���1�-�m���7�;�=�;�m�7��
�|�_�;�l�v�;�t�ˆ�;�v���=�b�;�u�1�;�t�‹���-�m�7���-�u�;���h�m�o�‰�m���=�o�u���_�-�m�]�b�m�]���o�m���o�m�1�;��
they bite. 

�"�o���m�;�Š�|���|�b�l�;���‹�o�†�=�u�;���;�Š�r�t�o�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���]�u�;�-�|���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�m���u�;�;�=�7��
�h�;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�m���|�_�;���v�;�-�=�t�o�o�u���L���‰�_�-�|���t�o�o�h�v���t�b�h�;���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���u�;�;�=���l�b�]�_�|���f�†�v�|���0�;���-���r�;�u�=�;�1�|�t�‹���1�-�l�o�†�=�t�-�]�;�7���"�r�o�|�|�;�7��
�)�o�0�0�;�]�o�m�]�4����

Rhiannwyn Lloyd-George is a ReefWatch student 
placement studying a Master of Environment at the 
University of Melbourne
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I n this year’s Victorian Budget, 
�|�_�;�����t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7��

�j�•�‘�“�:�”���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���|�o�‰�-�u�7�v���r�u�o�]�u�;�v�v�b�m�]��
the Victorian Renewable Energy 
�$�;�u�l�b�m�-�t���P�(�!���$�Q���-�|���|�_�;�����o�u�|���o�=��
���-�v�|�b�m�]�v�:�����|�=�v���-���l�-�f�o�u���r�b�;�1�;���o�=��
infrastructure designed to support 
�o�=�=�v�_�o�u�;���‰�b�m�7���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;��
�|�_�b�v���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|�7���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���v�|�b�t�t��
�m�o���=�†�m�7�b�m�]���=�o�u���-���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���r�t�-�m���|�o��
safeguard Western Port Bay. 

In Bunurong Country, Western 
���o�u�|�����-�‹���b�v���-���!�-�l�v�-�u�J�t�b�v�|�;�7���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7��
�-�m�7���&�����"���������b�o�v�r�_�;�u�;���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�:��
���|�=�v���_�o�l�;���|�o���l�b�]�u�-�|�o�u�‹���v�_�o�u�;�0�b�u�7�v�7��
�7�o�t�r�_�b�m�v�7���r�;�m�]�†�b�m�v�7���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v���l�;�-�7�o�‰�v��
and rich intertidal habitats. It’s 
�-�t�v�o���=�-�1�b�m�]���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���=�u�o�l��
industrial expansion, urban growth and 
large-scale infrastructure proposals. 

�(�!���$���u�b�v�h�v���0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;��
of Western Port Bay being gradually 

�1�_�b�r�r�;�7���-�‰�-�‹�7���o�m�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���-�|���-���|�b�l�;�7��
�‰�b�|�_�o�†�|���;�t�†�b�ˆ�-�t�;�m�|���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|���b�m��
protecting and restoring it. The scale 
�o�=���‰�o�u�h���b�v���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|�:���$�_�;���7�u�;�7�]�b�m�]��
�r�t�-�m�m�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���|�;�u�l�b�m�-�t���b�v���;�Š�r�;�1�|�;�7��
to be the largest in Western Port Bay 
since the port was first developed. 
It raises serious concerns about 
�b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�m���l�-�u�b�m�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�7���v�;�7�b�l�;�m�|��
�l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���|�_�;���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���_�;�-�t�|�_���o�=��
the bay. Shipping activity is projected 
�|�o���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���7�o�†�0�t�;�7���=�u�o�l���-�u�o�†�m�7���•�”�•��
to 350 visits annually. 

�
�o�u���=�b�ˆ�;���‹�;�-�u�v�7���t�o�1�-�t���-�m�7���v�|�-�|�;�‰�b�7�;��
groups have been calling for relatively 
�l�o�7�;�v�|���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|���P�j�‘�K�’���l�b�t�t�b�o�m�Q���|�o��
�h�b�1�h�v�|�-�u�|���l�-�u�b�m�;���v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_���-���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���
�†�m�7���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
the proposed Western Port Strategic 
�
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:�����-�u�b�m�;���v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]��
�‰�o�†�t�7���0�u�b�m�]���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�7��
�b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���-�m�7���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���0�;�|�|�;�u��
coordinate uses of the Bay, protect 
wildlife and habitats, and support a 
�]�;�m�†�b�m�;�t�‹���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�t�;���0�t�†�;���;�1�o�m�o�l�‹�:��
�����)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���
�†�m�7���‰�o�†�t�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
�u�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m�7���1�t�;�-�m�J�†�r���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�J
�t�;�7���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v�7���l�o�7�;�t�t�;�7���o�m���|�_�;��
�v�†�1�1�;�v�v�=�†�t�����o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r�����-�‹���
�†�m�7�:��

We absolutely need renewable energy. 
���m�7���‰�;���m�;�;�7���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]��
�b�|���7�o�;�v�m�=�|���b�l�r�-�1�|���|�_�;���_�;�-�t�|�_���o�=���|�_�;��

habitats and wildlife it’s designed to 
protect. 

���o�u�;���|�_�-�m���j�•�‘�“���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�-�v���0�;�;�m��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���r�u�o�]�u�;�v�v�b�m�]���|�_�;���|�;�u�l�b�m�-�t�:��
���m�t�‹���-���=�u�-�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;��
�m�;�;�7�;�7���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���r�u�o�r�;�u���l�-�u�b�m�;��
planning and a dedicated protection 
fund. 

VNPA, along with other statewide 
and local groups, will continue calling 
�o�m���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o��
�=�†�m�7���l�-�u�b�m�;���v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���-��
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���
�†�m�7���-�_�;�-�7���o�=���|�_�;���m�;�Š�|��
state election. With hearings for the 
�(�!���$���v�;�|���|�o���|�-�h�;���r�t�-�1�;���;�-�u�t�‹���m�;�Š�|���‹�;�-�u�7��
we’ll be feeding into that process to 
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;�v�;���b�v�v�†�;�v���-�u�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�t�‹��
considered.  

�Ç Spotted Wobbegong | ROD SLEATH/INATURALIST

�Ç Australian Pelicans, Hastings, Western Port Bay, Bunurong Country | DAVE HARKIN
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the ���†�m�†�u�o�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

JORDAN CROOK, 
�����!���"���_�������$�&�!����
CAMPAIGNER, 

�&���	���$���"���$�������
�������$��
�$�������!���$�����$�����!�$���&�!�"���"�����$

�	 �;�v�r�b�|�;���o�ˆ�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
objection and disgust, Planning 

���b�m�b�v�|�;�u���"�o�m�‹�-�����b�t�h�;�m�m�‹���u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹��
approved an application for a roller 
�1�o�-�v�|�;�u�J�t�b�h�;���t�†�]�;���b�m�����u�|�_�†�u�v���"�;�-�|���"�|�-�|�;��
���-�u�h�:��

�$�_�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���‰�-�v���l�-�7�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�"�;�1�|�b�o�m���u�“�P�”�Q���o�=���|�_�;��Planning and 
Environment Act���•�–�v�•�7���‰�_�b�1�_���l�;�-�m�v��
there’s no chance of appeal through 
�|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����b�ˆ�b�t���-�m�7�����7�l�b�m�b�v�|�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
Tribunal. This has blindsided the local 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�o�ˆ�;�u�v��
across Victoria. 

�����v�|�-�]�]�;�u�b�m�]���“�’�•���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v��
�‰�;�u�;���l�-�7�;���7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���ˆ�;�u�‹���v�_�o�u�|��
�r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���r�;�u�b�o�7�:�����m�t�‹���•�’���‰�;�u�;���b�m��
�=�-�ˆ�o�†�u���o�=���|�_�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�7���‰�b�|�_���“�•�v��
�-�]�-�b�m�v�|�:�����r�r�u�o�ˆ�b�m�]���v�†�1�_���-���7�b�v�t�b�h�;�7��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���b�m���-�m���o�ˆ�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�b�m�]�t�‹��
�0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���r�t�-�1�;���u�-�b�v�;�v���l�-�m�‹��
unanswered questions about the 
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���r�t�-�m�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�1�;�7�†�u�;�v�:��

The use of planning rules to override 
�r�†�0�t�b�1���v�;�m�|�b�l�;�m�|�7���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�r�t�-�m�v���-�m�7���;�ˆ�;�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���o�‰�m��
policy is a troubling trend being shown 
�0�‹���|�_�;�����t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:��

Arthurs Seat sold out by Planning Minister

�)  Bark saving the planet 
In a scientific first, researchers at Southern Cross and Monash 
universities have uncovered the hidden world of the tiny organisms 
living in the bark of trees and how they’re helping combat climate 
change.
These microbes ‘eat’, or use, gases like methane and carbon monoxide 
for energy and survival, helping to clean the air we breathe. Most 
significantly, they also remove hydrogen, which has a role in super-
charging climate change.
The discovery changes how we think about trees. Bark was long 
assumed to be largely biologically inert in relation to climate. But these 
findings show it hosts active microbial communities that influence key 
atmospheric gases. This means trees affect the climate in more ways 
than we previously realised. �Á
Read more at theconversation.com/we-discovered-microbes-in-bark-eat-climate-gases-
this-will-change-the-way-we-think-about-trees-269612

Alps at the crossroads – again
PETER JACOBS 
�!�������!�$�"��������
���&�����	��������

�����������$�&�����
���!��
�"�$�!���������!�������$���������������$������
�(�����$���!���������������"��

T o help drive the next phase of 
advocacy for our alpine areas, 

VNPA has established a Victorian Alps 
���u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���)�o�u�h�b�m�]�����u�o�†�r���P�(�����Q�:�����|�v��
�v�1�o�r�;���1�o�ˆ�;�u�v���-�t�t���-�t�r�b�m�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
in Victoria, as well as adjoining state 
forests, alpine resorts and other land 
�|�;�m�†�u�;�v�8���-�u�o�†�m�7���‘�:�•�”���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�-���b�m���|�o�|�-�t�:��

�����v�l�-�t�t���;�Š�r�;�u�|���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���b�v��
�]�†�b�7�b�m�]���|�_�b�v���‰�o�u�h�7���0�u�b�m�]�b�m�]���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u��
experience in alpine ecology, 
�u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7��
�;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���|�o���v�|�u�;�m�]�|�_�;�m���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m��
for lasting protection.

�$�_�b�v���ˆ�-�v�|���u�;�]�b�o�m���b�v���_�o�l�;���|�o���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]��
wildlife, rich cultural heritage and 
true alpine country above the treeline 
�K���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���|�_�-�|���7�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
protection. The Alps are also a living 
�1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�:���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=��
connections to Country continue 
�7�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;���r�u�o�=�o�†�m�7���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�=��
colonisation, and any vision for the 
�=�†�|�†�u�;���l�†�v�|���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;���-�m�7���u�;�v�r�;�1�|��
these enduring relationships.

Protection of the Victorian Alps has 
always been hard won. Although 
���o�†�m�|�����†�=�=�-�t�o�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���‰�-�v��
�;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���b�m���•�v�–�v�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�7���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]�7��
�l�b�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���_�‹�7�u�o�;�t�;�1�|�u�b�1���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|��
delayed broader conservation 
�=�o�u���7�;�1�-�7�;�v�:�����|���|�o�o�h���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���v�’��
�‹�;�-�u�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���l�o�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v��
�‰�;�u�;���1�u�;�-�|�;�7�7���1�†�t�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;��
�;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h���b�m���•�–�–�‘�:���$�_�-�|���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹���v�_�o�‰�v���0�o�|�_��
�_�o�‰���l�†�1�_���;�=�=�o�u�|���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�7�7��
�-�m�7���_�o�‰���l�†�1�_���‰�o�u�h���v�|�b�t�t���u�;�l�-�b�m�v�:

�(���������_�-�v���-���t�o�m�]���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹���o�=���v�|�b�1�h�b�m�]���†�r��
for the Alps. That includes publishing 
�|�_�;���t�-�m�7�l�-�u�h��Alps at the Crossroads 
�b�m���•�–�•�“�7���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�b�m�]���|�o���;�m�7���1�-�|�|�t�;��
�]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���b�m�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�m��
�‘�•�•�u�7���-�m�7���v�r�;�-�h�b�m�]���o�†�|���o�m���|�_�u�;�-�|�v���t�b�h�;��

�|�_�;���1�o�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�†�v���
�-�t�t�v���|�o�����o�|�_�-�l�����t�r�b�m�;��
���u�o�v�v�b�m�]���†�r�]�u�-�7�;�:���$�_�b�v���‰�o�u�h���0�†�b�t�7�v��
�o�m���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���o�=���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7��
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�;�u�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���t�-�|�;�����_�b�t��
���m�]�-�l�;�t�t�v�:

Today, the Victorian Alps still face 
�v�;�u�b�o�†�v���|�_�u�;�-�|�v�9���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�7��
ongoing extractive pressures, new 
and expanded infrastructure, invasive 
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v�7���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�v�7���b�m�-�r�r�u�o�r�u�b�-�|�;���=�b�u�;���u�;�]�b�l�;�v��
and chronic underfunding. But there 
is also a real opportunity. With logging 
ended, we have a stronger foundation 
to expand and connect protected 
�-�u�;�-�v���-�m�7���v�;�1�†�u�;���-���l�o�u�;���u�;�v�b�t�b�;�m�|��
future for the Alps.

�
�o�u���l�o�u�;���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���o�m���(�����7���1�o�m�|�-�1�|��
���o�u�7�-�m�����u�o�o�h��jordan@vnpa.org.au. 

Peter Jacobs is a retired Chief Ranger 
Alps and protected area consultant

�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���v�†�1�_���-�m���†�m�‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�7��
�|�_�;���"�-�ˆ�;�����†�u���"�;�-�|���P�"���"�Q���]�u�o�†�r���-�m�7��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m�;�7��
�l�o�l�;�m�|�†�l�:���"���"���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���_�o�t�7��
�;�ˆ�;�m�|�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���l�;�;�|�b�m�]��
�o�m���"�†�m�7�-�‹���‘�–�����-�u�1�_�:���(���������v�r�o�h�;���-�|��
the event, which attracted over 250 
concerned locals. 

�"���"���v�r�o�h�;�v�r�;�u�v�o�m�����‹�t�b�;�����u�;�;�u���v�-�b�7�7��
�<���|�=�v���1�t�;�-�u���|�_�;�����o�u�m�b�m�]�|�o�m�����;�m�b�m�v�†�t�-��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���7�o�;�v�m�=�|���‰�-�m�|���|�_�;���t�†�]�;���|�o��
go ahead and they’re prepared to fight 
tooth and nail to stop it, including 
�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���b�m���=�u�o�m�|���o�=���0�†�t�t�7�o�Œ�;�u�v���b�=���b�|��
�1�o�l�;�v���|�o���|�_�-�|�:�=��

�$�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�=�v���v�;�m�|�b�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���v�|�u�o�m�]��
�r�†�v�_���0�-�1�h���u�;�=�t�;�1�|�v���r�o�t�t�b�m�]���7�o�m�;���0�‹��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�����o�†�m�1�b�t���b�m��
2022 that showed: 

• 78% of Australians oppose develop-
�l�;�m�|���b�m���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v�:��

• 62% of Australians would be less 
�t�b�h�;�t�‹���|�o���ˆ�b�v�b�|���-���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���b�=���b�|���_�-�7��
�_�b�]�_���b�l�r�-�1�|���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���|�o�†�u�v�:��

• Protection of nature, saving 
threatened wildlife, and quiet 
�;�m�f�o�‹�l�;�m�|���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�u�;���v�;�;�m���-�v���|�_�;��
�l�o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���r�†�u�r�o�v�;�v���o�=���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���-�u�;�-�v�:��

�$�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���-�]�-�b�m�v�|���|�_�;���7�o�7�]�‹���u�o�t�t�;�u��
�1�o�-�v�|�;�u�J�t�b�h�;���t�†�]�;���-�|�����u�|�_�†�u�v���"�;�-�|���"�|�-�|�;��
���-�u�h���r�†�v�_�;�v���o�m�:�����;�|�=�v���_�o�r�;���|�_�;�����-�]�t�;��
���o�u�r�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�;���|�o���|�_�;�b�u���v�;�m�v�;�v���-�m�7��
send this idea where it belongs: the 
bin. 

�Ç�����o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���l�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u���ˆ�o�b�1�;�v���_�;�-�u�7���b�m�����-�u�1�_���G��SAVE OUR SEAT

�Ç���(�b�;�‰���=�u�o�l���$�_�;�����t�†�=�=���|�o�‰�-�u�7�v�����|�����t�;�-�u�7�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��PHIL INGAMELLS

Glad tidings Nature news to bring a smile to your face

�Ç�����u�o�-�7�J�t�;�-�ˆ�;�7�����-�r�;�u�0�-�u�h�7���-���_�o�|�v�r�o�|���=�o�u���l�b�1�u�o�0�b�-�t���t�b�=�;���G��
DANNY MITCHELL/INATURALIST

�

�Ç�����u�|�_�†�u�v���"�;�-�|���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7�����†�m�†�u�o�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��JORDAN CROOK
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BEN GILL, NATURE 
�������"���!�(���$��������
�������������������!�7��������

�$���������&�"���������	��
RESERVES IN THE WAITING 

T �_�u�;�;���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7��
�v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h�v�7���-�m�7��

�7�o�Œ�;�m�v���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|��
���o�†�m�1�b�t�=�v���P�(�������Q���‘�•�•�–�����;�m�|�u�-�t���)�;�v�|��
���m�ˆ�;�v�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���r�u�o�1�t�-�b�l�;�7�:��
�	�†�;���|�o���1�o�l�;���b�m�|�o���;�=�=�;�1�|���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�7��
they'll bring long-awaited protection 
for habitats and wildlife. But 18 
�0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7���b�m��
the Mount Cole-Pyrenees area have 
been left in the lurch. 

�$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���v�1�-�|�|�;�u�;�7���-�1�u�o�v�v���=�-�u�l�b�m�]��
�1�o�†�m�|�u�‹���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m�����l�r�_�b�|�_�;�-�|�u�;�7��
���ˆ�o�1�-�7�����;�Š�|�o�m���-�m�7�����-�l�r�t�o�†�]�_�:��
Together, they cover around 1,081 
hectares of forest and woodland. 
���o�v�|���-�u�;���v�l�-�t�t�9���•�u���o�=���|�_�;���•�v���-�u�;���|�;�m��
�_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�u���v�l�-�t�t�;�u�:���$�_�;���v�|�-�m�7�o�†�|��
�;�Š�1�;�r�|�b�o�m���b�v���|�_�;�����t�;�m�l�o�m�-���
�o�u�;�v�|��

Bushland Reserve at 984 hectares, 
sitting north of the Pyrenees Highway. 
���o�Š�J���u�o�m�0�-�u�h���=�o�u�;�v�|���7�o�l�b�m�-�|�;�v���|�_�b�v��
landscape, with other rare woodlands 
�m�;�v�|�t�;�7���-�t�o�m�]���1�u�;�;�h�v���-�m�7���-���=�;�‰��
�v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;���o�t�7���|�u�;�;�v�:��

Beyond the forested ranges, the 
���o�†�m�|�����o�t�;�J���‹�u�;�m�;�;�v���-�u�;�-���b�v���l�o�v�|�t�‹��
cleared agricultural land. In this cleared 
�t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�7���v�l�-�t�t���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�u�;���b�v�t�-�m�7��
refuges. VEAC said these refuges 
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���ˆ�b�|�-�t���t�b�m�h�v���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�u��
intact patches of forest. 

Most are currently uncategorised 
�r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�m�7���‰�b�|�_���m�o���=�o�u�l�-�t���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�:��
�$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���_�o�l�;���|�o���l�-�m�‹���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�9�����u�-�v�v�‹��
�)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�7�����o�Š�����u�o�m�0�-�u�h���
�o�u�;�v�|�7��
Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, 
���u�;�;�h�t�b�m�;�����u�-�v�v�‹���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�7���!�b�r�-�u�b�-�m��
�
�o�u�;�v�|�7�����u�-�v�v�‹���	�u�‹���
�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7�����;�-�|�_�‹��
�	�u�‹���
�o�u�;�v�|�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���-�t�v�o���_�o�l�;���|�o���l�-�m�‹��
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:��

The unprotected forests are spread 
�-�1�u�o�v�v���	�f�-���	�f�-���)�†�u�u�†�m�]���-�m�7�����-�v�|�;�u�m��
���-�-�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:���$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���r�-�u�|�m�;�u�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_��

�$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���-�m�7���t�o�o�h��
after the new reserves, including the 
�†�v�;���o�=�����0�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t���r�t�-�1�;���m�-�l�;�v�:�����†�|��
that partnership can’t happen until the 
new reserves are created. 

�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�1�1�;�r�|�;�7���(�������=�v��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���b�m���‘�•�‘�•�:���
�b�ˆ�;���‹�;�-�u�v��
on, legislation hasn’t followed. These 
�-�u�;�m�=�|���1�o�m�|�;�v�|�;�7���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�8���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���m�o��
�1�o�l�r�;�|�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;��
been pushing for these forests to be 
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�v���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7�:��

The 18 central west bushland reserves 
are still waiting.  

Connectivity on hold in the central west

New Minister for 
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|

�����������������$���!���"���&�
�
������������
�����!�������"�����"�����������)���
���������$����
�$�����������$�&�!���������!�$�
��������

Enver 
Erdogan, 

MP for 
Northern 
Metropolitan 
Region 
�u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���|�o�o�h��
�|�_�;���_�;�t�l���-�v��
Victoria's new 
Minister for 
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�:��

���u�7�o�]�-�m���|�-�h�;�v���o�ˆ�;�u�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�-�m�7�����†�|�7�o�o�u���!�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l��
�"�|�;�ˆ�;���	�b�l�o�r�o�†�t�o�v�:���$�_�b�v���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�v��
�v�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�m�=�t�b�1�|���b�m���|�_�;��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���r�o�u�|�=�o�t�b�o���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
�$�o�†�u�b�v�l���-�m�7�����-�f�o�u�����ˆ�;�m�|�v�7���0�†�|��
�|�_�;�u�;���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���-���1�o�m�=�t�b�1�|���‰�b�|�_��
���†�|�7�o�o�u���!�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�7���‰�_�b�1�_���b�v��
�t�-�u�]�;�t�‹�����t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���1�o�7�;���=�o�u��
hunting and fishing. 

If those two areas weren't already 
strange bedfellows, he’s also the 
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�t�;���=�o�u�����-�v�b�m�o�7��
���-�l�b�m�]���-�m�7�����b�t�†�o�u���!�;�]�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�:��

�)�;���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���|�_�;���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���|�o���|�_�;��
portfolio. But we’re concerned. 
�)�b�|�_���o�m�t�‹���=�b�ˆ�;���l�o�m�|�_�v���|�o���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;��
election, a reshuffle at this stage 
�l�-�‹���m�o�|���0�o�7�;���‰�;�t�t���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;��
being given a high priority.  

ISN’T IT 
OBVIOUS..?

Victorians expect our 
leaders to act. 

Together, we can 
make the obvious 

impossible to ignore! 

�Ç ANDESIGN101/123RF�Ç Location of the 18 bushland reserves | MAP BY BLAKE NISBET
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NATURE IS 
�����"��������
���!���$�����$�������7��

�����	���$������
�����������$�"�����!���������!�����	�+��
HERE SAYS MATT RUCHEL, 
���*�����&�$���(�����	���!�����$���!

Threatened grasslands aren’t 
being protected 
Victoria’s native grasslands are 
�-�l�o�m�]�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
habitats, yet they continue to 
�0�;���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7���‰�_�b�t�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7��
protections are delayed. 

���-�1�h���o�=���-�1�|�b�o�m���b�v���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�b�m�]���†�m�b�t�†�;��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����|�=�v���|�b�l�;���‰�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�t�‹��
protect the last 0.5 per cent of 
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���|�_�-�|���u�;�l�-�b�m���-�1�u�o�v�v��
Victoria.

Loopholes are letting native 
forest logging continue  
�"�|�-�|�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v���|�o���;�m�7��
�t�o�]�]�b�m�]���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���0�u�o�h�;�m�:�����o�o�r�_�o�t�;��
logging continues to destroy forests 
right across Victoria under different 
guises. 

Already stressed by past logging, 
�=�b�u�;�v���-�m�7���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�7���|�_�;�v�;��
habitats are being pushed toward 
collapse. These forests can recover, 
if loopholes are closed. 

Axing independent advice 
will leave nature without 
safeguards  
�$�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
���v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t���-�m�7�����-�u�b�m�;��
�-�m�7�����o�-�v�|�-�t�����o�†�m�1�b�t�7���h�;�‹���|�o��
protecting habitats and holding 
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�1�1�o�†�m�|�-�0�t�;�7���_�-�ˆ�;��
been axed. Independent advice has 
�0�;�;�m���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7�:���)�_�;�m���|�_�;�v�;���ˆ�o�b�1�;�v��
�7�b�v�-�r�r�;�-�u�7���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�v��
follow. These strong voices for 
nature should be restored. 

Fewer fisheries officers means 
less protection for marine life 
and habitats 
�
�b�v�_�;�u�b�;�v���o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v���v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7���o�†�u��
�l�-�u�b�m�;���r�-�u�h�v�7���‹�;�|���|�_�;�‹�=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m��
�1�†�|���0�‹���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���_�-�t�=���b�m���|�_�;���r�-�v�|��
�‹�;�-�u�:�����m�v�r�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���_�-�ˆ�;���r�t�†�l�l�;�|�;�7�7��
�-�m�7���m�o�m�J�1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;���b�v���u�b�v�b�m�]�7��
threatening coastal health. 

�)�b�|�_�o�†�|���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|�7���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�-�u�h�v��
�-�u�;���f�†�v�|���t�b�m�;�v���o�m���-���l�-�r�:���)�;���m�;�;�7��
�l�o�u�;���o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v���o�m���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���|�o���t�o�o�h��
�o�†�|���=�o�u���l�-�u�b�m�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:��

Victoria's parks are under 
growing pressure from 
development 
���†�u���r�-�u�h�v���v�_�o�†�t�7���r�†�|���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�=�b�u�v�|�:���+�;�|���‰�;�-�h���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|���-�t�t�o�‰�v��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;�����u�|�_�†�u�v���"�;�-�|��
luge inside protected areas. 

If the project at Arthurs Seat 
�"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h���]�o�;�v���-�_�;�-�7�7���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���r�-�u�h��
�b�v���-�|���u�b�v�h�:�����-�u�h�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���=�u�o�l��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���-�u�;���r�-�u�h�v���|�_�-�|���|�_�u�b�ˆ�;��
for generations.

V ictoria’s forests, oceans and 
grasslands are incredible. The 

�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���|�_�-�|���7�;�r�;�m�7���o�m���|�_�;�l���7�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;��
proper protection. Yet the safeguards 
�l�;�-�m�|���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;�l���-�u�;���0�;�b�m�]��
�;�u�o�7�;�7�:�����|���|�_�;���ˆ�;�u�‹���l�o�l�;�m�|���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
�m�;�;�7�;�7���l�o�v�|�:��

The solutions are obvious. Together, 
�‰�;���1�-�m���l�-�h�;���|�_�;���o�0�ˆ�b�o�†�v���-���u�;�-�t�b�|�‹�:��

Together, we’ve achieved lasting 
�o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7��
�|�†�u�m�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�o�m�1�;�u�m���b�m�|�o��
tangible protection for the landscapes 
and wildlife we love. We’ve: 

• Secured new and expanded national 
�r�-�u�h�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:��

• ���;�;�m���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���v�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�b�;�v�:��

• Achieved stronger protection for 
�v�o�l�;���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
habitats. 

• Influenced better nature laws, 
policies and planning decisions. 

• Helped stop or reshape 
�b�m�-�r�r�u�o�r�u�b�-�|�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�v���b�m���-�m�7��
around protected areas. 

�)�;���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;�v�;���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v��
for nature because we banded 
together. 

�)�;�=�ˆ�;���v�|�o�r�r�;�7���7�-�l�-�]�;���0�;�=�o�u�;�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;��
�v�_�o�‰�m���|�_�-�|���‰�_�;�m���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�1�|�7��
nature wins. 

Safeguard 
our 

grasslands

Protect 
parks from 

development

Maintain 
expert 
advice

End 
loophole 
logging

More 
fisheries 
officers

Your gift helps us Your gift helps us 
advocate for stronger advocate for stronger 

protections, better protections, better 
oversight, and real oversight, and real 

enforcement so nature enforcement so nature 
can thrive.can thrive.

Donate now atDonate now at

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
isnt- it-obvious isnt-it-obvious 

the 
solutions 

are 
OBVIOUS!

Donate now to 
help us make the 

obvious impossible 
to ignore.
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ISN’T IT 
OBVIOUS..?
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BEFORE AFTER

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v��

of the Wurundjeri, Dja Dja 
Wurrung & Taungurung and 
recognise their ongoing role 
in caring for Country

BEN GILL, NATURE 
�������"���!�(���$��������
CAMPAIGNER, 

���������"�����$�����(�����$�"��
���$�������&���$�����������	������������
�����!�����������	���)���+�����$�������$�$���!�"��
�
���!���(�����$���!�����=�"���!������������������
�)�����	�������	�"

I �=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���|�o���|�_�;���v�†�l�l�b�|���o�=�����o�†�m�|��
���-�1�;�7�o�m���l�-�m�‹���|�b�l�;�v�:���$�_�;�����o�m�|�-�m�;��

���u�-�v�v�‹���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���†�r���|�_�;�u�;�7���7�o�l�b�m�-�|�;�7��
�0�‹���"�m�o�‰�����†�l�v (Eucalyptus pauciflora), 
�b�v���m�o�|���t�b�h�;���‰�_�-�|���‹�o�†���=�b�m�7���b�m���|�_�;���-�t�r�b�m�;��
�_�b�]�_���1�o�†�m�|�u�‹�:�����|�=�v���v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���v�|�u�-�m�]�;�u��
and older. Lowland Ice Age relics, 
survivors of a population that once 
�v�|�u�;�|�1�_�;�7���=�-�u���l�o�u�;���‰�b�7�;�t�‹���-�1�u�o�v�v��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���‰�-�u�l�;�7��
and their range contracted. 

���†�v�|���‘�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�v���b�m���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���-�m�7���‰�;�v�|�;�u�m��
Victoria. Mount Macedon and one 
�7�b�v�|�-�m�|���r�;�-�h���b�m���|�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F
���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7�:���"�m�o�‰�����†�l�v���t�b�ˆ�;���b�m���o�|�_�;�u��
places in the west, but not in a plant 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���t�b�h�;���|�_�b�v�7���‰�_�b�1�_���l�-�h�;�v���b�|��
�;�ˆ�;�m���l�o�u�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�:��

In April 2026, a big patch of the 
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���‰�-�v���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7�:��

Relics of the  
Ice Age lost to a 
planning loophole

How the clearing happened 
���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���1�-�t�t�;�7���b�|���|�_�;�����o�†�m�|��
���-�1�;�7�o�m�����;�l�o�u�b�-�t�����u�o�v�v���(�b�;�‰�����b�m�;�v��
�!�;�b�m�v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|�����u�o�f�;�1�|�:���$�_�;���r�b�|�1�_���‰�-�v��
�v�b�l�r�t�;�9���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;���|�u�;�;�v���|�o���u�;�v�|�o�u�;���ˆ�b�;�‰�v��
�|�o���|�_�;�����;�l�o�u�b�-�t�����u�o�v�v�:���)�;���u�;�v�r�;�1�|��
�|�_�b�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�7���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;���t�b�v�|�;�7���‰�-�u��
�l�;�l�o�u�b�-�t�:�����m�7���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���-�u�o�†�m�7��
it should also be respected. 

�$�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���r�†�v�_�;�7���0�-�1�h���_�-�u�7�:��
�)�_�;�m�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�r�r�t�b�;�7���|�o��
Macedon Ranges Shire Council to 
clear forest, they received over 60 
�=�o�u�l�-�t���o�0�f�;�1�|�b�o�m�v�:�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v���‰�;�b�]�_�;�7��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�v���-�]�-�b�m�v�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���t�-�‰�v��
and voted 6-3 against the clearing. 

���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�r�r�;�-�t�;�7���|�o���(�����$�:���$�_�;�m�7��
unexpectedly, they abandoned the 
�-�r�r�;�-�t���-�m�7���|�o�o�h���-���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�t�‹���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|��
�r�-�|�_�:�����m�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�”�7���|�_�;�‹���-�v�h�;�7���|�_�;��
Planning Minister to have the project 
declared a State Project. Under this 
pathway, standard planning rules don’t 
apply. Council isn’t consulted and the 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�;�|�v���m�o���v�-�‹�:��

Macedon Ranges Shire Council 
wasn’t even told the application had 
�0�;�;�m���l�-�7�;�:���$�_�;���-�r�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���v�-�|���‰�b�|�_��
���t�-�m�m�b�m�]�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u���"�o�m�‹�-�����b�t�h�;�m�m�‹���=�o�u��
�m�;�-�u�t�‹���|�;�m���l�o�m�|�_�v�:�����|���‰�-�v���-�r�r�u�o�ˆ�;�7��
in April 2026, under laws designed 
for hospitals and freeways, not the 
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���u�-�u�;���r�t�-�m�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:��

Twelve days later, the chainsaws 
started. 

What was destroyed 
�$�_�u�;�;���‰�;�;�h�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���‰�o�u�h�v���v�|�-�u�|�;�7�7��
Alpine Ash (Eucalyptus delegatensis) 
forests were listed as an Endangered 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���†�m�7�;�u���=�;�7�;�u�-�t���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v�:��
In what followed, Alpine Ash were cut 

�7�o�‰�m���-�m�7���	�‰�-�u�=���"�b�t�ˆ�;�u���)�-�|�|�t�;�v��(Acacia 
nanodealbata), Vulnerable under state 
�m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v�7���‰�;�u�;���v�l�-�v�_�;�7�:��

�"�m�o�‰�����†�l�v���-�|�����o�†�m�|�����-�1�;�7�o�m���_�-�ˆ�;��
adapted over thousands of years to 
�|�_�b�v���l�o�†�m�|�-�b�m�7���|�_�b�v���;�t�;�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7���|�_�;�v�;��
soils. After fire, they resprout slowly 
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;�b�u���0�-�v�;�v�7���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���|�_�-�|���1�-�m��
�|�-�h�;���7�;�1�-�7�;�v�:���$�_�;���|�u�;�;�v���h�b�t�t�;�7���b�m�����r�u�b�t��
had been slowly recovering since 
the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires. Now 
�|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���]�o�m�;�:�����m�7���-�t�t���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���v�|�†�l�r�v��
have been poisoned. 

�����v�b�l�b�t�-�u���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�o�o�h���r�t�-�1�;���m�;�-�u���|�_�;��
���-�1�;�7�o�m���$�;�-�u�o�o�l�v���b�m���‘�•�•�“���‰�b�|�_���m�o��
�r�†�0�t�b�1���o�=�=�v�;�|���o�u���1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;���u�;�1�o�u�7�:��
���m���‘�•�‘�”�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���
�b�u�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�t�‹���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7��
�-�r�r�u�o�Š�b�l�-�|�;�t�‹���u�:�”���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���b�m���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�:��
���-�1�_���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���v�|�-�1�h�v���o�m���|�o�r���o�=���|�_�;���t�-�v�|�:��
�
�o�u���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���o�=���f�†�v�|���‘�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v�7��
�|�_�-�|���-�1�1�†�l�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���b�v���;�Š�b�v�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�:��

False heritage justification  
Here’s where it gets even worse. 
Throughout the whole process – in 
�|�_�;�b�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���=�-�1�|���v�_�;�;�|�v�7���o�m��
�|�_�;�b�u���‰�;�0�v�b�|�;�7���-�m�7���r�u�;�v�†�l�-�0�t�‹���b�m���|�_�;��
application to the Planning Minister 
�K�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���1�t�-�b�l�;�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
Heritage Register listing of the 
���;�l�o�u�b�-�t�����u�o�v�v���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�7���ˆ�b�;�‰�v���|�o�‰�-�u�7��
Melbourne. 

Heritage Victoria, who’re responsible 
for that heritage listing, said the 
registration doesn’t protect or even 
reference views. The National Trust 
�o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���P�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�Q���b�m�7�;�r�;�m�7�;�m�|�t�‹��
�u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�;�7���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|�v���-�m�7��
�u�;�-�1�_�;�7���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���1�o�m�1�t�†�v�b�o�m�:���$�_�;��
trees were cleared for a heritage 
obligation that doesn’t exist. 

Where things stand 
�)�_�;�m���|�_�;���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���v�|�-�u�|�;�7�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�v���]�-�|�_�;�u�;�7�:�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
�o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v���‰�-�u�m�;�7���|�_�;�l���|�_�;�‹���1�o�†�t�7���0�;��
arrested. Between 60 and 70 people 
rallied on the slopes below the trees. 
���†�|���-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;�‹���t�;�=�|�7���t�-�|�;���o�m���-���
�u�b�7�-�‹��
�-�=�|�;�u�m�o�o�m���|�_�;���l�-�1�_�b�m�;�v���‰�;�u�;���=�b�u�;�7���†�r�:��
�$�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���=�o�†�m�7���o�†�|���"�-�|�†�u�7�-�‹��
�l�o�u�m�b�m�]���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���v�o�1�b�-�t���l�;�7�b�-�:�����t�t��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���|�u�;�;���v�|�†�l�r�v���‰�;�u�;���r�o�b�v�o�m�;�7�7��
extinguishing any possibility of 
resprouting. 

This destruction sets a very poor 
�r�u�;�1�;�7�;�m�|�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;���-�v�h�;�7���|�_�;�����t�-�m�m�b�m�]��
Minister to provide reasons for her 
decision. We’ve referred the clearing 
under federal nature laws. We’ve 
�‰�u�b�|�|�;�m���|�o���|�_�;���m�;�‰�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
���b�m�b�v�|�;�u���|�o���-�v�h���=�o�u���-���0�b�m�7�b�m�]��
restoration plan and a biodiversity 
�o�=�=�v�;�|�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;���-�t�v�o���‰�u�b�|�|�;�m���|�o�����-�u�h�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v�����_�b�;�=�����Š�;�1�†�|�b�ˆ�;���7�;�l�-�m�7�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�‹���1�o�u�u�;�1�|���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���r�†�0�t�b�1���7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|��
�|�_�-�|���l�b�v�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v���|�_�;���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;��
registration. 

What happened at Mount Macedon is 
a test of what nature protection laws 
�l�;�-�m���‰�_�;�m���-���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�]�;�m�1�‹��
decides they’re inconvenient. The 
�o�†�|�1�o�l�;���‰�b�t�t���r�;�u�l�;�-�|�;���‰�;�t�t���0�;�‹�o�m�7��
�|�_�b�v���l�o�†�m�|�-�b�m�:��

�Å���!�;�l�-�b�m�v���o�=���"�m�o�‰�����†�l�v���-�|�����|�����-�1�;�7�o�m���G��BEN GILL

�

Email your elected Email your elected 
representatives to ask representatives to ask 

why this happened, and why this happened, and 
to make sure what comes to make sure what comes 

next bene�ts nature. next bene�ts nature. 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au// save-the-save-the-
snow-gumssnow-gums
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A NEW CAMPAIGN IS 
�����������������$��������������
���!�������������!�������"���"�7��

REVEALS SHANNON 
HURLEY, NATURE 

�������"���!�(���$���������������������������!

S�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���v�|�u�-�m�]�;���b�v���_�-�r�r�;�m�b�m�]���b�m��
Victorian politics.

���m���r�-�r�;�u�7���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v���h�;�;�r���|�-�t�h�b�m�]��
about protecting nature. They wrote 
the Biodiversity 2037 policy, a 
�u�o�-�7�l�-�r���|�o���v�|�o�r���|�_�;���7�;�1�t�b�m�;���o�=���r�t�-�m�|�v�7��
�-�m�b�l�-�t�v���-�m�7���=�†�m�]�b�:�����†�|���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;�m�7��
�l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t���-�1�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���7�‰�b�m�7�t�;�7�7���-�m�7��
�b�m���l�-�m�‹���1�-�v�;�v�7���‰�;�=�ˆ�;���]�o�m�;���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7�v�:

�
�†�m�7�b�m�]���b�v���0�;�b�m�]���1�†�|�:�����-�|�†�u�;��
protection agencies are being 
�_�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���o�†�|�:�����o�m�]�J�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h�v���_�-�ˆ�;���v�|�-�t�t�;�7�:�����o�o�r�_�o�t�;�v���-�u�;��
allowing logging and land clearing 
to continue. Grasslands are being 
�0�†�t�t�7�o�Œ�;�7�:���
�b�v�_�;�u�b�;�v���o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v���-�m�7��
�r�-�u�h���u�-�m�]�;�u�v���-�u�;���7�b�v�-�r�r�;�-�u�b�m�]�:�����m�7��
�l�-�f�o�u���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�b�-�t���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���r�†�v�_���-�_�;�-�7��
�‰�b�|�_�o�†�|���|�_�;���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;��
desperately needs.

Policy loopholes, funding cuts and 
�0�u�o�h�;�m���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v���-�u�;���t�†�b�;�|�t�‹���†�m�r�b�1�h�b�m�]��
nature protection.

A bold approach
Much of what's happening goes 
under the radar. That’s why Victorians 
for Nature has banded together. 
It’s a growing alliance of nature 
�o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�u�o�†�r�v��
calling for stronger nature protection.

As part of this broader effort, the 
�-�t�t�b�-�m�1�;���_�-�v���t�-�†�m�1�_�;�7���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�l�o�0�b�t�b�v�b�m�]���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���‰�b�|�_���-���0�o�t�7��
�v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|�9���]�"�|�o�r���|�_�;���
*�1�h�;�u�‹�]�:

�+�;�v�7���|�_�;���m�-�l�;���b�v���0�t�†�m�|�:���$�_�;���7�b�u�;�1�|�m�;�v�v��
�b�v���|�_�;���r�o�b�m�|�:���$�_�;���7�b�v�1�o�l�=�o�u�|���b�v���;�Š�-�1�|�t�‹��
�|�_�;���l�;�1�_�-�m�b�v�l���‰�;���m�;�;�7���|�o���1�†�|��
through the noise, and to reach new 
�r�;�o�r�t�;�:���	�b�v�1�o�l�=�o�u�|���l�;�-�m�v���-�|�|�;�m�|�b�o�m�:��
���|�|�;�m�|�b�o�m���l�;�-�m�v���1�o�m�ˆ�;�u�v�-�|�b�o�m�v�:

�$�_�;���m�-�l�;���u�;�=�t�;�1�|�v���-���t�;�ˆ�;�t���o�=��
frustration that’s been building for 
�‹�;�-�u�v�:�����-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�t�‹���-�l�o�m�]���|�_�o�v�;��
�‰�_�o�=�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�|���7�;�1�-�7�;�v���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���|�o��
secure protections that are now 
being steadily eroded. And it will cut 
through to reach beyond the usual 
voices.

���|�v���u�o�t�;���b�v���v�b�l�r�t�;�9���|�o���7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���1�-�t�t��
�o�†�|���|�_�;���t�o�o�r�_�o�t�;�v�7���0�-�1�h�=�t�b�r�v�7���=�†�m�7�b�m�]��
�1�†�|�v���-�m�7���0�u�o�h�;�m���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v���†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�b�m�]��
nature protection in Victoria – across 

forests, fish, fauna, funding and feral 
species.

�$�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���‰�;�0�v�b�|�;���7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|�v��
�o�ˆ�;�u���’�•���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;�v���=�u�o�l���-�1�u�o�v�v��
Victoria, with new issues added 
as they happen. It gives people a 
clear way to see what’s happening, 
�r�†�v�_���0�-�1�h�7���-�m�7���_�o�t�7���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J
�l�-�h�;�u�v���|�o���-�1�1�o�†�m�|�:���$�_�;���l�o�u�;���ˆ�b�v�b�0�t�;��
�|�_�-�|���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���0�;�1�o�l�;�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;��
election, the harder it is to ignore.

�"�|�o�r���|�_�;���
*�1�h�;�u�‹���b�v���o�m�;���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�‰�b�7�;�u���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���b�m���|�_�;���t�;�-�7�J�†�r���|�o���|�_�;��
���o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�u���v�|�-�|�;���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m�:�����†�|��
�|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���]�o�;�v���0�;�‹�o�m�7���-�m�‹���o�m�;��
initiative. 

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v���=�o�u�����-�|�†�u�;���‰�b�t�t���v�;�;�h���|�o��
engage people who care about nature 
�0�†�|���l�-�‹���m�o�|���‹�;�|���u�;�-�t�b�v�;���|�_�;���v�1�-�t�;���o�=��
what’s unfolding. As well as those 
�‰�_�o�]�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���|�b�u�;�t�;�v�v�t�‹���=�o�u��
�‹�;�-�u�v���-�m�7���-�u�;���u�;�-�7�‹���|�o���v�;�;���l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t��
change.

The stakes are high
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���b�v���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���1�t�;�-�u�;�7��
state in Australia. Thousands of 
�r�t�-�m�|�v�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���=�†�m�]�b���-�m�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�u�;��
threatened with extinction. Experts 
continue to warn that current laws are 
failing to halt declines.

The end of native forest logging 
�v�_�o�†�t�7�=�ˆ�;���l�-�u�h�;�7���-���|�†�u�m�b�m�]���r�o�b�m�|�:��
It was a rare opportunity to 
�r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7��
give habitats a chance to heal. 
���m�v�|�;�-�7�7���t�o�o�r�_�o�t�;�v���u�;�l�-�b�m�7���-�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]��
destructive practices to continue 
under different guises.

���|���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���|�b�l�;�7���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v��
and reserves – including Melbourne’s 
long-awaited grassland reserves – 
�u�;�l�-�b�m���7�;�t�-�‹�;�7���‰�_�b�t�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�v��
to be destroyed.

�)�_�-�|���l�-�h�;�v���|�_�b�v���l�o�l�;�m�|���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�t�‹��
�1�o�m�1�;�u�m�b�m�]���b�v���|�_�-�|���|�_�;���7�-�l�-�]�;��
�b�v�m�=�|���1�o�l�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���-���v�b�m�]�t�;���_�;�-�7�t�b�m�;��
�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�:�����|�=�v���_�-�r�r�;�m�b�m�]���b�m�1�u�;�l�;�m�|�-�t�t�‹�:��
�����v�|�-�=�=�b�m�]���1�†�|���_�;�u�;�:�������v�_�;�t�ˆ�;�7���u�;�=�o�u�l��
there. Scientific advisory bodies 

�-�0�o�t�b�v�_�;�7�:�������r�u�o�l�b�v�;���t�†�b�;�|�t�‹���7�;�=�;�u�u�;�7�:��
Another project approved without 
broader planning for nature..

Individually, each decision can 
�v�;�;�l���|�;�1�_�m�b�1�-�t�:���$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���|�_�;�‹���|�;�t�t���-��
�l�†�1�_���0�b�]�]�;�u���v�|�o�u�‹�:���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���v�‹�v�|�;�l���b�v���0�;�b�m�]���v�|�;�-�7�b�t�‹��
�‰�;�-�h�;�m�;�7�:

Commitments for nature
Ahead of the 2026 election, the 
alliance is calling for six clear 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v�9

• End native forest logging on public 
and private land by closing the 
loopholes that have let it continue.

• Create Melbourne’s grassland 
�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���1�;�m�|�u�-�t��
west conservation reserves that 
�_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���-�m�7���u�;�l�-�b�m��
undelivered. 

• �"�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|�t�‹���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;���=�†�m�7�b�m�]���|�o���t�o�o�h��
�-�=�|�;�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:

• Expand and connect the existing 
�r�-�u�h�v���b�m���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t�����b�]�_�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��
���-�v�|�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�����l�;�u�-�t�7��
���b�m�h���-�m�7���-�v�v�;�v�v���;�-�v�|�;�u�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v���=�o�u���m�o�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���-�v���-���&�����"������
World Heritage site.

• Partner with and resource Traditional 
���‰�m�;�u�v���|�o���t�;�-�7���o�m���|�_�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7��
restoration and care of Country, 
lands and water, including new 
�l�o�7�;�t�v���o�=���r�-�u�h���-�m�7���r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�m�7��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:

�$�_�b�v���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���b�v�m�=�|���f�†�v�|���-�0�o�†�|��
identifying what’s going wrong. It’s 
�-�0�o�†�|���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���l�o�l�;�m�|�†�l���|�o���=�b�Š���b�|�:

Across the state, Victorians for Nature 
�b�v���;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���b�m���m�;�‰���‰�-�‹�v�:��
�$�_�u�o�†�]�_���=�b�t�l���v�1�u�;�;�m�b�m�]�v�7���t�o�1�-�t���;�ˆ�;�m�|�v��
�-�m�7���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���t�-�†�m�1�_�;�v���b�m���h�;�‹���u�;�]�b�o�m�v�7��
supported by a clear and accessible 
�r�†�0�t�b�1���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���7�;�v�b�]�m�;�7���|�o���u�;�-�1�_���=�-�u��
beyond the traditional audience.

�$�_�;���-�b�l���b�v���v�b�l�r�t�;�9���0�†�b�t�7���-���l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|��
�|�_�-�|�=�v���b�l�r�o�v�v�b�0�t�;���|�o���b�]�m�o�u�;�:

Because our elected leaders are the 
ones who can fix this. They can put 
nature on the priority list. And they'll 
�r�-�‹���-�|�|�;�m�|�b�o�m���b�=���;�m�o�†�]�_���o�=���†�v���t�;�|���|�_�;�l��
�h�m�o�‰���|�_�-�|�:�����v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���-�m���;�t�;�1�|�b�o�m��
�o�m���|�_�;���_�o�u�b�Œ�o�m�:��

Victorians for 
Nature launch 
new campaign

Join the movementJoin the movement

victoriansf ornatur e.auvictoriansfornature.au

This campaign isn’t just This campaign isn’t just 
about identifying what’s about identifying what’s 
going wrong. It’s about going wrong. It’s about 

building the momentum to building the momentum to 
fix it.fix it.

�Ç�����-�l�r�-�b�]�m���|�o�|�;���0�-�]�:�����-�1�h�]�u�o�†�m�7�9���)�b�t�v�o�m�v�����u�o�l�o�m�|�o�u�‹�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7�����†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b���_�����†�m�†�u�o�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��JASON HAM
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Paving paradise to 
put up parking lots

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=��

the Taungurung, Gunaikurnai 
�-�m�7�����-�b�|�_�l�-�|�_�-�m�] and 
recognise their ongoing role 
in caring for Country

Paving paradise to 
put up parking lots

NICK CLEMANN, 
�"���������!�����������������"�$�7��
�����!�����$���������+�����$��

�,�����"���(�����$���!�����7��
�"���+�"���$���!�����$�������	�����������$�"��
�����	���������������"�����!����������������
���&�"�����	���$�����$���������!�����������+��
PREVENTABLE HABITAT 
�	���"�$�!�&���$���������������$������
�(�����$���!���������������"

�t�-�|�;�v�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���P�v�|�b�t�t���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�‹���;�-�u�t�‹��
�|�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�Q���b�m�����o�†�m�|�����o�|�_�-�l�����t�r�b�m�;��
Resort destroyed habitat not only for 
�|�‰�o�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
�P���t�r�b�m�;���"�_�;�J�o�-�h���"�h�b�m�h�v���-�m�7�����t�r�b�m�;���$�u�;�;��
�
�u�o�]�v�Q�7���0�†�|���-�t�v�o���=�o�u���o�|�_�;�u���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
reptiles. This included an area of 
�v�‹�m�|�o�r�‹���P�|�‰�o���o�u���l�o�u�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���b�m��
�|�_�;���v�-�l�;���l�b�1�u�o�_�-�0�b�|�-�|�Q���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���|�_�u�;�;��
Pseudemoia���v�h�b�m�h�v�7���|�‰�o���o�=���‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;��
threatened. Such areas are critical to 
evolutionary relationships. The area 
destroyed is the only location where 
�|�_�b�v���u�;�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�_�b�r���‰�-�v���h�m�o�‰�m�:���$�_�b�v���b�v���-��
tragic loss. 

The client is pleased, nature 
is not 
These losses are preventable. In 
a biodiversity crisis, it’s not only 
essential that the best expertise 
�-�m�7���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���b�v���v�o�†�]�_�|���-�0�o�†�|��
consequences of habitat destruction – 
�b�|�=�v���l�-�m�7�-�|�;�7���0�‹���t�-�‰�:���"�|�-�|�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v��
�v�r�;�1�b�=�‹���<�|�_�;���0�;�v�|���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�-�0�t�‹���-�ˆ�-�b�t�-�0�t�;��
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�t�;�ˆ�-�m�|���|�o���0�b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹�=��
�b�v���]�b�ˆ�;�m���<�r�u�o�r�;�u���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�=���=�o�u��
any decision or process involving 
threatened wildlife. That includes 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���o�m���o�u���m�;�-�u�����o�†�m�|�����o�|�_�-�l�:��

So why are experts and publications 
�;�Š�1�t�†�7�;�7���=�u�o�l���r�u�;�J�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m��
�-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v�5���	�†�u�b�m�]���o�†�u���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•��
�‹�;�-�u�v���b�m���|�_�;�����t�r�v�7���|�_�;���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=��
eco-consultants has increased 
�;�Š�r�o�m�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹�:�����o�m�v�†�t�|�b�m�]���1�o�l�r�-�m�b�;�v��
�-�u�;���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u���b�m���|�_�;��
biodiversity sector. Consulting is often 
the first job university graduates get. 
���o�l�r�;�|�b�|�b�o�m���b�v���=�b�;�u�1�;�:�����o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|�v��
�h�m�o�‰���b�=���-���1�t�b�;�m�|���b�v�m�=�|���_�-�r�r�‹���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u��
advice, they can switch to various 
�1�o�l�r�;�|�b�|�o�u�v�:��

Pleasing clients is not only the way to 
�l�-�h�;���l�o�m�;�‹�7���0�†�|���-�t�v�o���_�o�‰���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|�v��
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;�‹���h�;�;�r���l�-�h�b�m�]���l�o�m�;�‹�:��
�"�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;�-�0�t�;��
�;�1�o�t�o�]�b�v�|�v���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�u�;���v�;�t�=�J�;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�7��
consultants. But they represent a tiny 
proportion of the sector. Exceedingly 
�=�;�‰���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
�v�r�;�m�|���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���|�b�l�;���v�|�†�7�‹�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���u�;�r�|�b�t�;�v���-�m�7���=�u�o�]�v���v�o���l�o�v�|��
are not authoritative experts. 

�$�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���l�o�|�b�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�|�o���h�;�;�r���1�t�b�;�m�|�v���_�-�r�r�‹�7���‰�_�b�1�_��
necessitates destroying habitats 
�‰�_�;�u�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�v���-�u�;���r�t�-�m�m�;�7�:��
���b�m�o�u���1�o�m�1�;�v�v�b�o�m�v���l�b�]�_�|���0�;���l�-�7�;�:��
���m�b�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�v���v�t�b�]�_�|�t�‹���-�t�|�;�u�;�7���|�o���l�-�h�;��
�b�|���v�;�;�l���t�b�h�;���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�u�;��

�0�;�b�m�]���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�;�7�:���	�†�0�b�o�†�v��
�<�l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�v�=�7���v�†�1�_���-�v��
�u�;�t�o�1�-�|�b�m�]���v�o�l�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���l�-�‹��
�0�;���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7�:���$�_�;���-�t�t�J
�0�†�|���†�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�-�t�t�‹���1�o�m�7�;�l�m�;�7��
�0�b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���<�o�=�=�v�;�|�|�b�m�]�=��
�l�b�]�_�|���0�;���-�r�r�t�b�;�7�;��

���†�|���|�_�;�v�;���|�o�h�;�m���1�o�m�1�;�v�v�b�o�m�v��
�7�o���t�b�|�|�t�;���|�o���l�b�|�b�]�-�|�;���|�_�;��
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m�:���"�o�l�;�7���v�†�1�_��
�-�v���u�;�t�o�1�-�|�b�m�]���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���1�-�m��
spread pathogens, trigger 
aggressive and territorial 
�0�;�_�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u�v�7���-�m�7���1�-�†�v�;���-���t�-�1�h��
of essential resources at release sites. 

���t�|�_�o�†�]�_���r�u�o�=�b�|�v���o�=���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�v��
�]�o���|�o���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�r�-�m�b�;�v�7���|�_�;��
eventual cost of trying to recover 
threatened wildlife is borne by 
the taxpayer. Not only does this 
destruction affect our own existence, 
we’ll also feel these losses in our 
�_�b�r���r�o�1�h�;�|�:�����=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���b�v��
�†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�;�7���0�‹���]�;�m�;�|�b�1���t�o�v�v�:���!�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹��
is increasingly not only expensive, it’s 
�=�-�v�|���0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]���b�l�r�u�o�0�-�0�t�;�:��

Signs of hope and an urgent 
reminder 
�$�_�;���=�;�7�;�u�-�t���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���7�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|��
�b�v���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]�t�‹���-�‰�-�u�;���o�=���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v��
that bypass the best evidence 
and expertise. They’re concerned 
threatened wildlife habitat continues 
to be destroyed, despite the 
protections intended in federal nature 
laws. 

They continue to hold consultants 
�|�o���-�1�1�o�†�m�|���=�o�u���1�t�-�b�l�v���|�_�;�‹���l�-�h�;�7��
�-�m�7���-�v�h���|�_�;�l���|�o���f�†�v�|�b�=�‹���1�o�m�1�t�†�v�b�o�m�v��
�-�m�7���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v�:���$�_�;�‹���1�-�m��
require literature reviews of proposed 
�<�l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�v�=���-�m�7���0�b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=�=�v�;�|�|�b�m�]��
that are hastening destruction of 
wildlife and habitats. And they are 
�-�v�h�b�m�]���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|�v���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;�‹��
engage with, and follow, the advice of 
experts. 

Sadly, further destruction of 
threatened wildlife habitat is all-
but inevitable due to insatiable 
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�:�����|�=�v���m�;�ˆ�;�u���0�;�;�m���l�o�u�;��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���|�_�-�|���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u�v���|�u�†�t�‹��
understand the consequences of the 
�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�v���|�_�;�‹���l�-�h�;�:����

This article adapted from the author's 
paper ‘They paved paradise, put up a 
parking lot: the unfolding herpetofauna 
tragedy at Mount Hotham, Australia’. 
Australian Zoologist 45

H �†�l�-�m�v���7�;�r�;�m�7���o�m���o�|�_�;�u���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]��
beings. And those beings 

essential to our existence in turn 
rely on other beings. We're all 
interconnected strands in the web of 
life. 

But biodiversity is eroding at a rate 
�†�m�l�-�|�1�_�;�7���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;���;�ˆ�;�m�|���|�_�-�|��
�‰�b�r�;�7���o�†�|���7�b�m�o�v�-�†�u�v���u�u���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���‹�;�-�u�v��
ago. In any rational evolutionary 
�|�b�l�;�=�u�-�l�;�7���|�_�b�v���1�-�|�-�v�|�u�o�r�_�;�=�v���r�-�1�;���b�v��
frightening. Although there have been 
�=�b�ˆ�;���l�-�v�v���;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m�v���b�m���|�_�;���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹��
�o�=���t�b�=�;�7���|�_�b�v���b�v���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���|�b�l�;���-���v�b�m�]�t�;��
species has caused such an event. 
And that’s us. 

Twenty years of research 
���‹���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���o�m�����o�†�m�|�����o�|�_�-�l��
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�v���-�m���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;���o�=���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�-�0�t�;��
destruction of nature. Late last 
century I began surveying reptiles and 
frogs in the Victorian Alps. In 2005, 
�����;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���v�b�|�;�v���-�1�u�o�v�v��
this region. 

���o�t�t�;�-�]�†�;�v���-�m�7�������l�o�m�b�|�o�u���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
�u�;�r�|�b�t�;�v���-�m�7���=�u�o�]�v�:�����m�;���‰�-�‹���‰�;���7�o��
�|�_�b�v���b�v���v�|�†�7�‹�b�m�]���|�_�;���]�;�m�;�|�b�1���<�_�;�-�t�|�_�=���o�=��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�:�����m���;�l�;�u�]�b�m�]���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�r�-�u�-�7�b�]�l�7���<�]�;�m�;�|�b�1���u�;�v�1�†�;�=�7���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�v��
�†�v���]�b�ˆ�b�m�]���b�v�o�t�-�|�;�7���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���-���<�v�_�o�|��
�b�m���|�_�;���-�u�l�=���0�‹���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�b�m�]���]�;�m�;�|�b�1��
�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���=�u�o�l���o�|�_�;�u���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�:��

�$�_�b�v���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u��
genetic diversity in all populations. We 
�1�-�m�=�|���]�;�m�;�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹���-�†�]�l�;�m�|���-���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m��
if diversity in other populations is 

lost before we start. In other words, 
the health of wildlife in one area is 
dependent on the health of wildlife in 
other areas.

Bulldozers in the bush 
�"�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���|�b�l�;�v���‰�;���_�-�ˆ�;���-�u�u�b�ˆ�;�7���-�|���o�†�u��
�v�b�|�;�v���o�m�����o�†�m�|�����o�|�_�-�l���|�o���‰�b�|�m�;�v�v��
�l�-�1�_�b�m�;�v���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�b�m�]���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���o�=��
���u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���t�b�h�;��
���t�r�b�m�;���"�_�;�J�o�-�h���"�h�b�m�h�v��(Cyclodomorphus 
praealtus)���-�m�7�����t�r�b�m�;���$�u�;�;���
�u�o�]�v��(Litoria 
verreauxii alpina)�:���"�o�l�;���v�b�|�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
�0�;�;�m���7�-�l�-�]�;�7�8���o�|�_�;�u�v���v�b�|���t�;�v�v���|�_�-�m���“�•��
�l�;�|�u�;�v���=�u�o�l���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�:��

���m�;���l�b�]�_�|���r�u�;�v�†�l�;���|�_�-�|�7���|�o���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹��
habitats of threatened wildlife, the 
highest standards of evidence and 
�;�Š�r�;�u�|�b�v�;���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���l�-�m�7�-�|�o�u�‹�:��

���†�|���l�-�m�‹���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v���o�=���|�_�b�v��
destruction are conducted by 
ecological consultants paid by 
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�v�:���$�o���-�v�v�;�v�v��
�r�u�o�r�;�u�t�‹�7���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|�v���m�;�;�7���|�o���v�;�;�h��
�|�_�;���0�;�v�|���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l���|�_�o�v�;��
�u�†�m�m�b�m�]���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�:�����m�7���K���b�=��
�o�r�;�u�-�|�b�m�]���1�o�l�r�;�|�;�m�|�t�‹���-�m�7���;�|�_�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
– faithfully report and act upon that 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m�:��

�
�-�b�t�b�m�]���|�o���0�;���7�b�u�;�1�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�v�;���;�Š�r�;�u�|�v��
�l�;�-�m�v���|�_�-�|���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v���o�=�|�;�m���7�o���m�o�|��
truly reflect the consequences of the 
destruction. 

�	�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���=�-�1�b�t�b�|�-�|�;�7���0�‹���v�†�1�_��
�-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v���1�o�l�;�v���-�|���-�m���;�m�o�u�l�o�†�v��
cost to already threatened wildlife. The 

���t�r�b�m�;���$�u�;�;���
�u�o�]���G��NICK CLEMANN �Æ

�Å���	�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�o�m�t�‹���h�m�o�‰�m���-�u�;�-���o�=���l�b�1�u�o�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
three Pseudemoia���v�h�b�m�h�v���P�|�‰�o���o�=���‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7�Q�7��
���o�†�m�|�����o�|�_�-�l�����t�r�b�m�;���!�;�v�o�u�|���G��NICK CLEMANN

�
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Judy 
Xiaochu 
Chen  

What drew you to support VNPA?
�����‰�-�v���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u���-�m���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-	ž�o�m���‰�_�o�v�;���r�†�u�r�o�v�;���-�t�b�]�m�;�7��
�1�t�o�v�;�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���l�‹���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���-�m�7���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�v�:�����=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�‹��
�b�l�r�u�;�v�v�;�7���0�‹���(�������=�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹���-�m�7���|�_�;���u�o�t�;���b�|���_�-�v���r�t�-�‹�;�7���b�m��
�v�_�-�r�b�m�]���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�m�]���|�_�;���m�-	ž�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���‰�;���;�m�f�o�‹���|�o�7�-�‹�7��
�-�m�7�������‰�-�m�|�;�7���|�o���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�;���|�o���|�_�-�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���t�;�]�-�1�‹�:

How do you use your professional and 
personal experience to help VNPA and nature 
in Victoria?

���=�ˆ�;���‰�o�u�h�;�7���-�1�u�o�v�v���ˆ�-�u�b�o�†�v���=�-�1�;�|�v���o�=���C�m�-�m�1�;���b�m���0�o�|�_��
the private and public sectors, so I bring experience in 
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�-�m�1�;�7���C�m�-�m�1�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���-�m�-�t�‹�v�b�v�7���-�m�7���0�†�v�b�m�;�v�v��
�r�-�u�|�m�;�u�b�m�]���|�o���_�;�t�r���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���C�m�-�m�1�b�-�t���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���o�=���|�_�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-	ž�o�m�:

���;�u�v�o�m�-�t�t�‹�7�������t�o�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]��	ž�l�;���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���;�m�f�o�‹��
encouraging others to appreciate and protect Victoria’s 
�m�-	ž�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:

If you were hosting an international visitor to 
Victoria, where would you take them?

�$�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v���L���m�o�|���f�†�v�|���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���b�|�=�v���‰�_�;�u�;������
�t�b�ˆ�;�7���0�†�|���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���b�|�=�v���v�†�1�_���-���0�;�-�†	ž�=�†�t���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;��
and wildlife in Victoria.

Do you have a message for other VNPA 
supporters or Victorian nature lovers?

�)�_�;�|�_�;�u���‹�o�†�=�u�;���-�7�l�b�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���+�;�t�t�o�‰�J�$�-�b�t�;�7�����t�-�1�h��
���o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v���b�m���|�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v�7���_�b�h�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;�����t�r�b�m�;��
���-	ž�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���o�u���1�-�l�r�b�m�]���-�|���)�b�t�v�o�m�v�����u�o�l�o�m�|�o�u�‹�7���b�|�=�v��
�‰�o�u�|�_���u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���u�o�t�;���(���������_�-�v���r�t�-�‹�;�7��
�b�m���r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�m�]���|�_�;�v�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���|�_�-�|���t�b�ˆ�;���|�_�;�u�;�:

�$�-�h�;���|�_�;��	ž�l�;���|�o���t�;�-�u�m���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-	ž�o�m�=�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹��
�-�m�7���b�l�r�-�1�|�7���v�_�-�u�;���b�|���‰�b�|�_���‹�o�†�u���=�-�l�b�t�‹���-�m�7���=�u�b�;�m�7�v�7���-�m�7��
�;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;���o�|�_�;�u�v���|�o���0�;�1�o�l�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�u���7�o�m�o�u�v���|�o���_�;�t�r��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���(�������=�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���‰�o�u�h���=�o�u���=�†�|�†�u�;���]�;�m�;�u�-	ž�o�m�v�:

What has time in nature taught you?
�$�_�-�|���b�|���7�o�;�v���‰�o�m�7�;�u�v���|�o���r�_�‹�v�b�1�-�t���_�;�-�t�|�_�7���l�;�m�|�-�t���_�;�-�t�|�_�7��
�|�_�-�|���|�_�;���0�o�m�7���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���_�†�l�-�m���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v���b�m�m�-�|�;���-�m�7��
�b�m�v	ž�m�1	ž�ˆ�;�:

What’s your favourite season to get into 
nature?

���ˆ�;�u�‹���v�;�-�v�o�m�4  

Little Desert Biolink Planting Weekend 
A dedicated Landcare team is organising a planting weekend near Dimboola 
on 20–21 June. The aim is to plant 3,000 trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.

Join us for a great weekend of planting camaraderie. Camping is available 
onsite. Lunch and bbq dinner catering will be provided. It will be great to see 
you there!

For more info, please contact Jonathan Starks jstarks@hindmarsh.vic.gov.au

South African Weed 
���u�1�_�b�7
S�o�†�|�_�����=�u�b�1�-�m���)�;�;�7�����u�1�_�b�7��(Disa bracteata), �-�h�-��

�"���)�����o�u���<�$�_�;�����;�-�v�|�=���b�v���-�m���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;���r�;�v�|���-�1�u�o�v�v��
�l�†�1�_���o�=���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���"�o�†�|�_�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���-�m�7��
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���-�m�7���b�m�|�o���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�:

Who invited them? 
�"���)�����b�v���-���|�†�0�;�u�o�†�v���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;��Disa 
�]�;�m�†�v���=�u�o�l�����=�u�b�1�-�7�����-�7�-�]�-�v�1�-�u���-�m�7���m�;�-�u�0�‹���b�v�t�-�m�7�v�:��
���u�;�v�†�l�-�0�t�‹�7���|�_�;�‹���‰�;�u�;���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���b�m�|�o�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-��
�-�v���-�m���o�u�m�-�l�;�m�|�-�t�:�����-�u�t�‹���u�;�1�o�u�7�v���7�-�|�;���=�u�o�l���•�–�“�“��
near Albany, WA, the late 1980s around Adelaide, 
the early 1990s in western Victoria and 2005 in 
�$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�:��

Why they’re unwanted 
���m���-�t�t���-�u�;�-�v�7���"���)�����_�-�v���v�r�u�;�-�7���u�-�r�b�7�t�‹���-�m�7���b�v���1�-�r�-�0�t�;��
of invading habitats at very high densities. As an 
�†�m�‰�-�m�|�;�7���]�†�;�v�|�7���b�|���v�;�;�l�v���|�o���0�;���ˆ�;�u�‹���1�o�l�=�o�u�|�-�0�t�;��
�b�m���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���‰�b�|�_���m�o���b�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�m���o�=���l�o�ˆ�b�m�]��
�o�†�|�:�����t�b�l�-�|�b�1���m�b�1�_�;���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���_�-�v���r�u�;�7�b�1�|�;�7���=�†�u�|�_�;�u��
range expansion into eastern 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���-�m�7���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�7���-�m�7��
potential spread to New 
Zealand/Aotearoa. 

In Victoria, it grows readily 
�=�u�o�l���v�;�;�7���-�m�7���1�-�m���=�o�u�l���t�-�u�]�;��
�l�-�|�v���o�=���|�b�m�‹�7���b�m�7�;�r�;�m�7�;�m�|�7��
tuberous seedlings around 
�l�-�|�†�u�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�:���$�_�;�v�;���t�-�u�]�;��
�l�-�|�v���-�u�;���0�-�7���m�;�‰�v���=�o�u���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
seedlings trying to grow. 
A rosette of purple-tinged 
�t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���v�r�u�o�†�|���=�u�o�l���-���7�o�u�l�-�m�|��
�|�†�0�;�u���b�m���t�-�|�;�����†�|�†�l�m���|�o���l�b�7�J
�)�b�m�|�;�u�:���$�_�;���l�-�m�‹�J�=�t�o�‰�;�u�;�7��
�v�|�;�l�v���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r���7�†�u�b�m�]���"�r�u�b�m�]�7��
�‰�b�|�_���l�o�v�|���v�;�;�7�v���7�b�v�r�;�u�v�b�m�]��
�P�b�m���v�o�†�|�_�J�‰�;�v�|�;�u�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���-�|��
�t�;�-�v�|�Q���b�m���;�-�u�t�‹���|�o���l�b�7�J�"�†�l�l�;�u�:��
Each plant is capable of 
�r�u�o�7�†�1�b�m�]���l�-�m�‹���|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v��
of tiny, wind-dispersed 
seeds, which can be readily 

�v�r�u�;�-�7���0�‹���-�m�b�l�-�t���-�m�7���_�†�l�-�m���|�u�-�=�=�b�1�7���-�m�7���0�‹���v�o�b�t��
�l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�;���t�o�m�]�;�ˆ�b�|�‹���o�=���|�_�;���v�o�b�t���v�;�;�7���0�-�m�h���l�-�‹��
�0�;���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���‹�;�-�u�v���-�|���t�;�-�v�|�7���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���1�o�l�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�;��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���‰�;�t�t�J�;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���b�m�=�;�v�|�-�|�b�o�m�v�:��

Evicting overstaying guests 
���m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t���r�t�-�m�|�v���1�-�m���0�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���0�‹���1�-�u�;�=�†�t�t�‹���7�b�]�]�b�m�]��
�†�r���|�_�;���|�†�0�;�u�F�v���o�u���0�‹���-�r�r�t�‹�b�m�]���-���v�‹�v�|�;�l�b�1���_�;�u�0�b�1�b�7�;�:�����=��
�1�o�†�u�v�;�7���|�_�;���r�_�‹�v�b�1�-�t���;�=�=�o�u�|���o�=���u�;�l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���-�t�t���r�t�-�m�|�v���=�u�o�l��

�-���7�;�m�v�;���b�m�=�;�v�|�-�|�b�o�m���b�v���;�m�o�u�l�o�†�v�7��
and even the careful application 
�o�=���-���v�‹�v�|�;�l�b�1���_�;�u�0�b�1�b�7�;���‰�b�t�t���-�t�l�o�v�|��
�b�m�;�ˆ�b�|�-�0�t�‹���1�o�m�|�-�1�|���-�m�7���h�b�t�t���m�;�-�u�0�‹��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�:�����o�|���|�o���l�;�m�|�b�o�m���t�;�-�ˆ�;��
space for further invasion. 

���m�;���r�o�b�m�|���o�=���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���b�v���|�_�;��
annually-replaced tuber. Research 
is underway to find out if a contact 
�7�;�v�b�1�1�-�m�|���_�;�u�0�b�1�b�7�;���P�t�;�v�v���t�b�h�;�t�‹���|�o��
�h�b�t�t���m�;�-�u�0�‹���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�Q���‰�b�t�t���v�|�o�r��
the invaders photosynthesising 
and creating new tubers.

There's a further, fascinating 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���1�o�l�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�:�����m���-��
restored native grassland in south-
�‰�;�v�|�;�u�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���"���)�����]�u�o�‰�v��
with dense colonies of beautiful 
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���"�†�m�����u�1�_�b�7�v (Thelymitra 
spp.). A difficult challenge to 
�o�ˆ�;�u�1�o�l�;�7���‰�b�|�_���l�o�u�;���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_��
needed. 

�Ç �"���)�����-�|���ˆ�-�u�b�o�†�v���v�|�-�]�;�v���G��GARRY FRENCH

�Ç �"���)�����-�|���)�o�m�|�_�-�]�]�b�����;�-�|�_�t�-�m�7�v��
| MEGHAN LINDSAY

�Ç �"���)�����‰�b�|�_���|�†�0�;�u�v��
| JOHN DELPRATT

 *This edition's Feral Beryl is John Delpratt, Honorary (Fellow), University of Melbourne 
and Project Officer, Woorndoo Chatsworth Landcare Group

 with Feral Beryl*Unwanted Visitors  �Ë�����†�7�‹���b�m���|�_�;���	�-�u�]�o���!�b�ˆ�;�u�7��
���†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�8���-�m�7��

with her daughter at 
���t�b�m�7�-�7���)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b��
Country | SUPPLIED
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Proposed extents of 
wallan wallan 
Regional Parkland

CBD

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the Wurundjeri  
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

wallan wallan: 
nature connection in 
Melbourne's north

YASMIN KELSALL ������
�$�����������(���������$��
�$�������!�����$�����$������

WALLAN WALLAN 
�!���������������������!���������	

T he wallan wallan Regional 
���-�u�h�t�-�m�7�����t�t�b�-�m�1�;���b�v���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;��

�"�|�-�|�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���1�o�l�l�b�|���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;��
�|�_�;���‰�-�t�t�-�m���‰�-�t�t�-�m���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���‰�b�|�_���-��
�r�;�|�b�|�b�o�m���|�o�����-�u�t�b�-�l�;�m�|���m�o�‰���u�†�m�m�b�m�]�:��

�‰�-�t�t�-�m���‰�-�t�t�-�m���b�v���|�_�;���l�b�v�v�b�m�]���r�b�;�1�;��
�o�=���r�-�u�h�t�-�m�7���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;�����;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h�7��
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���]�u�;�;�m���v�r�-�1�;���=�o�u��
�m�;�‰���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���b�m�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;�=�v��
rapidly growing north. 

���u�;�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�t�-�m�7���‰�-�v���u�-�b�v�;�7��
�b�m���|�_�;���‘�•�‘�‘���
�;�-�v�b�0�b�t�b�|�‹���"�|�†�7�‹���=�o�u��
�|�_�;���‰�-�t�t�-�m���‰�-�t�t�-�m���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7��
�1�o�l�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�����m�7�u�;�‰�v��
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�;�����t�t�b�-�m�1�;���‰�-�v��
founded in 2025 by Wallan 
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����u�o�†�r�7�����;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�7���
�u�b�;�m�7�v��
�o�=�����;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h���-�m�7���������������b�|�1�_�;�t�t��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����u�o�†�r���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���-�b�l���o�=��
�v�;�;�b�m�]���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���1�o�l�l�b�|���|�o���|�_�b�v��
�l�†�1�_���m�;�;�7�;�7���r�-�u�h�t�-�m�7�:

wallan wallan���l�;�-�m�v���1�b�u�1�†�t�-�u���r�t�-�1�;���o�=��
water in Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
and refers to the abundance of 
wetlands in this landscape. Coupled 
with stunning volcanic cones, the 
�u�;�]�b�o�m���l�-�h�;�v���=�o�u���-���|�u�†�t�‹���†�m�b�t�†�;��
�r�-�u�h�t�-�m�7���r�u�o�r�o�v�b�|�b�o�m�:

Totalling 3000 hectares, it follows the 
edges of the northern growth corridor 
�‰�_�;�u�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���b�v���-�b�l�b�m�]���|�o��
provide housing for an extra 200,000 
�r�;�o�r�t�;���-�m�7���f�o�0�v���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v�:�����|��
�‰�b�t�t���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���v�o�l�;���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���0�b�]�]�;�v�|��
infrastructure projects with extensive 
road, rail and warehousing. 

�$�_�;���r�-�u�h���‰�b�t�t���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���=�o�u��
wetlands, woodlands and grasslands, 
and be a fantastic asset for residents, if 
our elected representatives can grasp 
�|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹�:�����;�t�r���|�_�;�l���0�‹���v�b�]�m�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���r�;�|�b�|�b�o�m���P�1�t�o�v�;�v���’�����†�]�†�v�|�Q�:��

Yasmin Kelsall is Environmental Planning 
Lead with the Merri Creek Management 
Committee and supports wallan wallan 
Regional Parkland Alliance

Sweet no 
more

MIA KLEIN EXPLAINS THE 
�!���������$���!���������"�"���
�������$�����������
��
�"�&�����!���������	���!�"����

�
 or decades, Sugar Gliders were considered 
one widespread but singular species. In 2020, 

�u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_�;�u�v���=�u�o�l�����_�-�u�t�;�v���	�-�u�‰�b�m���&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���t�o�o�h�;�7��
at the genetics and physical traits of over 300 
gliders and discovered clear genetic splits and 
subtle visual differences. As a result, they’ve been 
split into three different species: Sugar Gliders 
(Petaurus breviceps), Savanna Gliders (Petaurus ariel) 
and Krefft’s Gliders (Petaurus notatus). 

���u�;�=�=�|�=�v�����t�b�7�;�u�v���-�u�;���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���1�o�l�l�o�m���-�m�7���-�u�;��
�=�o�†�m�7���-�1�u�o�v�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:���$�_�;�‹���t�o�o�h���ˆ�;�u�‹���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���|�o��
�"�†�]�-�u�����t�b�7�;�u�v���0�†�|���_�-�ˆ�;���-���7�-�u�h�;�u���v�|�u�b�r�;���o�m���|�_�;���|�o�r��
of their bodies and a fluffier tail. Savanna Gliders 
live in northern Australia and stand out with 
�m�-�u�u�o�‰�;�u�7���l�o�u�;���r�o�b�m�|�;�7�7���v�t�†�b�u�u�;�t�J�t�b�h�;���=�-�1�;�v���-�m�7��
thinner fur. 

���u�;�=�=�|�=�v�����t�b�7�;�u�v���-�u�;���m�-�l�;�7���-�=�|�;�u�����;�u�-�u�7�����u�;�=�=�|�7���-��
���;�u�l�-�m�J���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���Œ�o�o�t�o�]�b�v�|���-�m�7���=�o�u�l�;�u�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m��
���†�v�;�†�l���1�†�u�-�|�o�u�:�����;���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�;�7���|�_�;���l�†�v�;�†�l��
�v�r�;�1�b�l�;�m���o�=���|�_�;���]�t�b�7�;�u�v���-�m�7���‰�-�v���-�m���;�-�u�t�‹���ˆ�o�b�1�;���o�=��
�‰�-�u�m�b�m�]���|�_�-�|�����†�u�o�r�;�-�m���v�;�|�|�t�;�l�;�m�|���‰�o�†�t�7���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�������‰�-�u�m�b�m�]���|�_�-�|�=�v���1�o�l�;���|�o���r�-�v�v�:��

This discovery has also reshaped nature protection. 
What was once considered a single, secure glider 
�b�v���m�o�‰���v�r�t�b�|�:���$�u�†�;���"�†�]�-�u�����t�b�7�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���-���l�†�1�_��
�v�l�-�t�t�;�u���u�-�m�]�;���|�_�-�m���r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v�t�‹���|�_�o�†�]�_�|�7���t�b�l�b�|�;�7���|�o��
the coastal forests of south-east Queensland and 
into New South Wales. They face growing threats 
�=�u�o�l���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m�7���†�u�0�-�m���;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m���-�m�7��
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m�:���$�_�u�;�-�|�v���-�l�r�t�b�=�b�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;��
devastating 2019–2020 bushfires. 

�"�b�l�b�t�-�u�t�‹�7���"�-�ˆ�-�m�m�-�����t�b�7�;�u�v���=�-�1�;���|�_�;�b�u���o�‰�m���v�;�|��
of challenges across the wooded savannas of 
�m�o�u�|�_�;�u�m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:���
�;�u�-�t���1�-�|�v�7���-�t�|�;�u�;�7���=�b�u�;���u�;�]�b�l�;�v�7��
and widespread habitat destruction continue to 
�‰�u�;�-�h���_�-�ˆ�o�1�:����
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���|�t�-�v���-�m�7���b���-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|���-�u�;���1�-�|�1�_�b�m�]���†�r���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���m�-�l�;��
�1�_�-�m�]�;�v�7���‰�b�|�_���l�o�v�|���†�r�7�-�|�b�m�]���r�-�v�|���v�b�]�_�|�b�m�]�v���b�m��
Victoria to Krefft’s Gliders. 

���;�Š�|���|�b�l�;���‹�o�†���]�o���v�r�o�|�t�b�]�_�|�b�m�]�7���v�;�;���b�=���‹�o�†���1�-�m���v�r�o�|��
�o�†�u���m�;�‰�t�‹���m�-�l�;�7���=�t�†�=�=�‹�J�|�-�b�t�;�7���]�t�b�7�;�u���v�;�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���=�o�u��
sweet tree sap in the canopy. 

Mia Klein is a NatureWatch student placement 
studying science at the University of Melbourne 
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and waters of the Wurundjeri  
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

JOSH DYKGRAAF 
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�!�������$�������"��������

BETWEEN ANIMALS 
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I �=�l���-���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_�b�1���-�u�|�b�v�|�9���|�_�-�|���b�v�7������
�r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_���-�t�t���h�b�m�7�v���o�=���l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t�7���1�†�|��

�b�|���o�†�|���-�m�7���7�b�]�b�|�-�t�t�‹���u�;�1�o�l�r�o�v�;���b�|���b�m�|�o��
�-���m�;�‰���=�o�u�l�:�����-�1�_���b�l�-�]�;���b�v���h�b�m�7���o�=���-��
hyper-collage, requiring 40–100 hours 
�|�o���l�-�h�;�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v���o�=���t�-�‹�;�u�v���b�m��
Photoshop. 

���‹���1�u�;�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���b�v���-���t�o�|���t�b�h�;��
�1�t�o�†�7���‰�-�|�1�_�b�m�]�:�����b�h�;���m�o�|�b�1�b�m�]���|�_�-�|��
�t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���o�=�|�;�m���_�-�ˆ�;���-���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���v�_�-�r�;��
�-�m�7���=�o�u�l���|�o���=�;�-�|�_�;�u�v�7���o�u���|�_�-�|���-�|���v�1�-�t�;��
�0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���o�m���-���_�b�t�t�v�b�7�;���1�-�m���t�o�o�h���t�b�h�;��
�=�†�u�:�����o�v�|���o�=���l�‹���v�o�†�u�1�;���l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t���b�v��
�=�o�†�m�7���o�u���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_�;�7���‰�_�b�t�;�����=�l���o�†�|��
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�:��

Nature is the central focus and 
�b�m�v�r�b�u�-�|�b�o�m���b�m���l�‹���‰�o�u�h�7���0�o�|�_���b�m��
�-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���b�l�0�†�b�m�]���-���t�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u��

Terraforming my 
landscape

the beauty of nature, and also bringing 
awareness to issues and threatened 
wildlife I care about. 

�)�;�=�u�;���b�m���|�_�;���l�b�7�7�t�;���o�=���-���u�o�t�t�b�m�]��
extinction event for the world’s 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���|�_�-�|�=�v���r�u�b�l�-�u�b�t�‹���7�†�;��
�|�o���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m�7���0�†�|���-�t�v�o���1�t�b�l�-�|�;��
change and our waste practices. 

�����l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�o���|�_�;���	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]�v���t�-�v�|���‹�;�-�u�7��
�v�o���l�‹���=�o�1�†�v���-�m�7���b�m�v�r�b�u�-�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���0�;�;�m��
�|�_�;���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���=�o�†�m�7���m�;�-�u�0�‹���b�m��
�	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v���-�m�7���+�-�u�u�-���!�-�m�]�;�v��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:��

I hope to pass on that love of nature. 
���=�����=�l���-�0�t�;���|�o���b�m�=�t�†�;�m�1�;���l�‹���-�†�7�b�;�m�1�;��
�b�m���_�o�‰���‰�;���|�_�b�m�h���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���‰�-�‹���‰�;��
�b�m�|�;�u�-�1�|���‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���b�m���v�o�l�;��
�v�l�-�t�t���‰�-�‹�7���|�_�-�|�=�v���-���_�†�]�;���‰�b�m�:����
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G row West is inviting the 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���f�o�b�m���b�|�v���l�†�1�_�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7��

annual planting day, bringing people 
across the region together to restore 
and protect nature west of Melbourne. 

�$�_�;���‘�•�‘�u���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]���7�-�‹���b�v���|�-�h�b�m�]���r�t�-�1�;��
�=�u�o�l���–�9�’�•�-�l���|�o���“�9�•�•�r�l���o�m���"�†�m�7�-�‹��
�•�–�����†�t�‹�7���-�|���|�_�;���v�†�l�l�b�|���o�=���•�7�•�•�•���"�|�;�r�v��
�b�m���	�-�u�t�;�‹�7���m�;�-�u�����-�1�1�_�†�v�����-�u�v�_���b�m��
Wurundjeri Country, halfway between 
Melbourne and Ballarat.

Not only will planters enjoy the fun of 
planting, there's also spectacular views 
and a chance to plant and water 3,500 
native seedlings on the day. 

�$�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�=�v���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]���-�b�l�v���|�o���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|��
the value of native plants and the 
�t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���|�_�;�v�;���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]�v��
support, such as greater and better-
connected habitat across the 
landscape. Additionally, the initiative 
�-�b�l�v���|�o���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|���|�_�;���0�;�m�;�=�b�|�v���o�=��

Grow West community 
planting day

restoring native plants, 
�t�b�h�;���]�u�;�-�|�;�u���-�m�7���0�;�|�|�;�u�J
connected habitat plus 
benefits for wildlife, 
waterways and people.

�
�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�’���‹�;�-�u�v�7��
the Grow West annual 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]��
days have supported 
landscape restoration, 
habitat connectivity and 
nature stewardship. The 
2025 event attracted 
�l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�•�•���r�;�o�r�t�;�7��
�†�m�7�;�u�t�b�m�b�m�]���|�_�;���v�|�u�o�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u���t�o�1�-�t��
habitats. 

�<�)�;���-�u�;���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�‹���r�u�o�†�7���|�o���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;��
this collaboration. The diversity of 
�r�-�u�|�b�1�b�r�-�m�|�v�7���=�u�o�l���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t�v�7���=�-�l�b�t�b�;�v��
�|�o���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�u�o�†�r�v�7���7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�|�;�v��
�_�o�‰���v�|�u�o�m�]�t�‹���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v��
restoring habitat connectivity across 
this beautiful region,’ said Grow West 
Coordinator, Lindy MacRaild. 

Grow West is hosted by Melbourne 
�)�-�|�;�u���-�v���|�_�;�����-�|�1�_�l�;�m�|�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
���†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���P�������Q���=�o�u���|�_�;�����o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r��
and Western Port region. CMAs 
deliver land, water, and wildlife 
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_�o�†�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:��

The 2026 planting day will be 
delivered in partnership with the 
Moorabool Shire Council, with funding 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���=�u�o�l�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�����-�m�h��
Bacchus Marsh. VNPA is a partner 

�-�t�o�m�]���‰�b�|�_���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=��
Werribee Gorge and 
���o�m�]���
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�t�t�;�;�7��
Moorabool Landcare 
���;�|�‰�o�u�h�7���
�b�=�|�;�;�m���$�u�;�;�v�7��
Bacchus Marsh Lions 
Club and Victorian 
Mobile Landcare Group. 

�<�$�_�;���•�7�•�•�•���"�|�;�r�v���b�v���-�m��
iconic destination for our 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v�7��
and this planting day 
is a fantastic way for 
�r�;�o�r�t�;���|�o���]�b�ˆ�;���0�-�1�h���|�o���-��

place they love,’ said Mayor Cr Steve 
Venditti-Taylor at Moorabool Shire 
Council.

�<���‹���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���-�t�o�m�]�v�b�7�;�����u�o�‰���)�;�v�|���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�7���‰�;�=�u�;���_�;�t�r�b�m�]���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
local biodiversity and ensure our 
�0�†�v�_�t�-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���u�;�l�-�b�m���_�;�-�t�|�_�‹���=�o�u��
future generations.’ 

���o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���-�t�t���-�]�;�v���-�m�7��
�-�0�b�t�b�|�b�;�v���-�u�;���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;�7���|�o���|�-�h�;���r�-�u�|�:��
Tools, plants and guidance will be 
provided on the day, as well as lunch 
�-�m�7���u�;�=�u�;�v�_�l�;�m�|�v�:��
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�0�o�|�|�t�;�0�u�†�v�_���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���b�m���|�_�;���=�o�u�l���o�=���-���r�-�b�u���o�=�����-�m�]�J
�]�-�m�]�����o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v�:

�Å Binit Binnit�7���-���1�o�l�r�o�v�b�|�;���o�=�����-�m�m�-�����†�l���0�-�u�h�7���b�m���|�_�;��
�=�o�u�l���o�=���-���=�-�l�b�t�‹���o�=���$�-�‰�m�‹���
�u�o�]�l�o�†�|�_�v���G��ALL IMAGES JOSH 
DYKGRAAF

For more info, including For more info, including 
timelapse videos of how timelapse videos of how 

each piece comes togethereach piece comes together
joshdykgraaf.comjoshdykgraaf.com    
i @joshdykgraaf@joshdykgraaf

�Ç���‘�•�‘�”�����u�o�‰���)�;�v�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]���7�-�‹�7�����o�m�|�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�����-�m�;�7�����-�t�t�-�m���G��MELBOURNE WATER

�

For more information For more information 
and to register, visitand to register, visit

growwest.com.augrowwest.com.au
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�Ç Mallee habitat |  MEGHAN LINDSAY
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�Ç Regent Parrot | 
INDIA I'ANSON
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�Ç Sandy Stilt-Puffball 
| TOM MAY
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�Ç Emus in Wyperfeld | SAPAYOA/INATURALIST
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�È ����������������

Location

National park
W �‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�v���-���r�t�-�1�;���o�=���r�;�-�1�;�7���1�o�m�|�u�-�v�|�v�7��

�0�u�b�t�t�b�-�m�|���v�|�-�u�u�‹���v�h�b�;�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���|�_�b�u�7�J�t�-�u�]�;�v�|��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�7���b�|���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�v���-�m���;�Š�|�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;���-�u�;�-���o�=���l�-�t�t�;�;�:�����|���-�t�v�o��
�_�-�v���t�-�h�;���0�;�7�v���P�l�o�v�|�t�‹���7�u�‹�Q�7���!�;�7�����†�l�v���-�m�7���‰�b�7�;���o�r�;�m���v�r�-�1�;�v�:��
�$�_�;���r�-�u�h���b�v���=�-�l�o�†�v���=�o�u���b�|�v���0�b�u�7�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;���l�o�†�m�7�J
building Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata). 

���o�1�-�|�;�7���o�m���)�o�|�f�o�0�-�t�†�h�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�7���|�_�;���r�-�u�h���b�v���1�o�J�l�-�m�-�]�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
the Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation. 

�$�_�;���r�-�u�h���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�v���-�m���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=���l�-�t�t�;�;���-�m�7���=�t�o�o�7��
�r�t�-�b�m���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v���|�_�-�|���v�|�u�;�|�1�_���=�o�u���l�b�t�;�v�:���(�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���-�u�;���-�t�‰�-�‹�v��
surprised at the huge diversity of wildflowers in Spring and 
�‰�b�7�;���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���0�b�u�7�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���"�r�t�;�m�7�b�7���
�-�b�u�‹�‰�u�;�m�v 
(Malurus splendens) and Regent Parrots (Polytelis anthopeplus). 

�$�_�;���u�;�]�b�o�m���‰�-�v���-�r�|�t�‹���7�;�v�1�u�b�0�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���t�-�|�;�����;�o�=�=���	�†�u�_�-�l�9��
�<�)�‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7���b�v���-���r�-�u�h���o�=���1�o�m�|�u�-�v�|�v�;���l�;�-�m�7�;�u�b�m�]���u�b�0�0�o�m�v���o�=��
�l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;���]�m�-�u�t�;�7���|�u�;�;�v���-�m�7���ˆ�-�v�|���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���t�o�‰���v�_�u�†�0�v�7���0�u�b�t�t�b�-�m�|��
�r�t�†�l�-�]�;���o�=���r�-�u�u�o�|�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���v�†�0�|�t�;���1�-�l�o�†�=�t�-�]�;���o�=���|�_�;���|�b�u�;�t�;�v�v��
���-�t�t�;�;�=�o�‰�t�7���|�_�;���|�b�l�;�t�;�v�v�m�;�v�v���o�=���l�-�t�t�;�;���v�1�u�†�0���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�7�‹�m�-�l�b�1�v���o�=���-���=�t�o�o�7���r�t�-�b�m�:�=

�
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=���)�‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7���=�o�u�l�;�7���b�m���•�–�•�u���‰�_�;�m���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���|�o���|�_�;��
�r�-�u�h���‰�;�u�;���;�m�1�_�-�m�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u�v���|�_�-�|���u�;�-�1�_�;�7���|�_�;���=�t�o�o�7��
�r�t�-�b�m�v�7���=�b�t�t�b�m�]���|�_�;���-�m�1�b�;�m�|���7�u�‹���t�-�h�;�v�:����

�$�_�;���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=���)�‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�v���|�o���l�;�;�|���u�;�]�†�t�-�u�t�‹���-�|��
�|�_�;���r�-�u�h���‰�b�|�_���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�;�7���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���0�;�;�v���-�m�7���-���=�o�1�†�v���0�o�|�_���o�m��
�ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���P�b�m�|�;�u�r�u�;�|�b�ˆ�;���v�b�]�m�v���o�m���‰�-�t�h�v�7���v�o�t�-�u���t�b�]�_�|�b�m�]��
�o�m���1�-�l�r�]�u�o�†�m�7���-�l�;�m�b�|�b�;�v�7���-���r�-�u�h���-�r�r�Q���-�m�7���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��
This has included successfully applying for CMA grants 
�|�o���r�-�‹���=�o�u�����u�b�1�h�t�‹�����;�-�u���b�m�=�;�v�|�-�|�b�o�m���;�u�-�7�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;�‹��
reached uncontrollable levels, and future grants to restore 
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���o�=�����†�t�o�h�;�v��(Allocasuarina luehmannii).  

With thanks to Friends of Wyperfeld

�)�����(���"���$�������������
���(�����$���!�����]�"�������!�����"�$�������	��
�����	���"�$�������$�����������������!���"�7���)���$���������
�!�������	�"��
���!���&���������������!���$���������”�•���+�����!�"Wyperfeld

IN PARK 
FRIENDS WE 

�(���"���$�������(�����$���!��������
�����$�����������������!�����$����
�(�����)�����$�"�������"�$���!�+�7��

�
�����$�&�!���"�7���$���!�����$�"��
�����	���
�!�������	�"

Malleefowl | PETER ROWLAND �Æ  

�Ç�����†�t�o�h�;���G��DAVID SANDO �Ç���"�r�t�;�m�7�b�7���
�-�b�u�‹�‰�u�;�m���G��BEN ZEEMAN

�Ç Sand Monitor | PHILLIP DUBBIN �ÈMallee habitat | MEGHAN LINDSAY

�Å���)�‹�r�;�u�=�;�t�7�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��JOHN MILLER
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v��
�r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t��

lands and waters of the 
���†�m�†�u�o�m�] and recognise 
their ongoing role in caring 
for Country

JORDAN CROOK 
�$�������"�������"�$�!��������������
A TINY BUT VITAL 

���&�"���������	���!�����������$��
�������)���"�$�����������"�������	��

T his reserve is truly a treasure 
�-�m�7���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|�v���|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=��

�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���;�ˆ�;�m���|�_�;���v�l�-�t�t�;�v�|���-�u�;�-�v���o�=��
habitat. 

���m���-���l�-�r���|�_�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�v���-���v�r�;�1�h���b�m��
Bunurong Country along the Bass 
Highway between Leongatha and 
Inverloch, that thousands of people 
�r�-�v�v���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���‰�;�;�h�:��

�$�o���|�_�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���-�m�7���=�†�m�]�b���|�_�-�|��
�t�b�ˆ�;���|�_�;�u�;�7���b�|�=�v���m�o�|���o�m�t�‹���_�o�l�;���0�†�|���-��
critical stepping stone in a cleared 
landscape. 

When I visited it was alive with 
�"�†�r�;�u�0���
�-�b�u�‹�‰�u�;�m�v���-�m�7���u�o�v�;�t�t�-�v�:��
���o�o�h�b�m�]���†�r���b�m�|�o���|�_�;���1�-�m�o�r�‹�������v�-�‰���-��
�l�†�1�_���t�-�u�]�;�u���r�u�;�v�;�m�1�;���‰�_�o���1�-�t�t�v���|�_�b�v��
�r�t�-�1�;���_�o�l�;�7���-���l�b�]�_�|�‹���)�;�7�]�;�J�|�-�b�t�;�7��
���-�]�t�;�:�����|�v���]�b�-�m�|���-�m�7���1�o�l�r�t�;�Š���m�;�v�|��
was sitting in the canopy of a large 
�o�t�7�����;�v�v�l�-�|�;�7���‰�b�|�_���b�|�v���v�|�u�b�m�]�‹���0�-�u�h��
�1�o�ˆ�;�u�;�7���b�m���‰�_�b�|�;���‰�-�v�_���P�0�b�u�7���r�o�o�Q�7��
bones and feathers. 

���m���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7���|�_�;�u�;���‰�-�v���-���0�†�m�1�_��
of wildflowers and, unfortunately, 

Leongatha H3
Bushland Reserve

�
�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t�����-�u�t���!�-�‹�m�;�u���������9��
devoted conservationist, 
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u���_���1�_�;�u�b�v�_�;�7���=�u�b�;�m�7��
W �;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�;���r�-�v�v�b�m�]��

�o�=�����-�u�t���!�-�‹�m�;�u�7���-���l�†�1�_�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7��
�l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=���|�_�;���(���������1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���=�o�u��
nearly five decades. We celebrate 
�-���t�b�=�;���o�=���;�m�7�†�u�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o��
conservation and nature. 

���-�u�t���‰�b�t�t���0�;���u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u�;�7���-�v���-���7�;�;�r�t�‹��
�ˆ�-�t�†�;�7���-�m�7���l�†�1�_�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7���l�;�l�0�;�u��
�o�=���|�_�;���(���������1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:�����o�b�m�b�m�]���b�m��
�•�–�•�v�7�����-�u�t���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���1�;�m�|�u�-�t��
figure within VNPA, contributing his 
�|�b�l�;�7���;�m�;�u�]�‹�7���-�m�7���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���b�m���1�o�†�m�|�t�;�v�v��
�l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t���‰�-�‹�v�:��

Carl served as convenor of the 
���†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�����u�o�†�r���=�u�o�l���•�–�v�’���|�o��
�•�–�v�•�7���-�m�7���t�-�|�;�u���-�v���|�u�;�-�v�†�u�;�u���=�u�o�l��
1988 to 1990. He was also a VNPA 
���o�†�m�1�b�t���l�;�l�0�;�u���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���•�–�v�”��
�-�m�7���•�–�v�•�:�����;�u�_�-�r�v���l�o�v�|���=�o�m�7�t�‹��

�u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u�;�7���‰�-�v���_�b�v���u�o�t�;���-�v���-���t�;�-�7�;�u��
�o�=���o�ˆ�;�u�m�b�]�_�|���-�m�7���;�Š�|�;�m�7�;�7���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�v��
�=�u�o�l���•�–�•�v���|�o���•�–�–�‘�:�����;�m�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�o�=���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u�v���0�;�m�;�=�b�|�;�7���=�u�o�l���_�b�v��
�u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7��
�_�b�v���;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]�7���|�_�o�†�]�_�|�=�†�t���1�o�l�l�;�m�|�-�u�‹�7��
which enriched every journey. 

�����7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=��
���u�]�-�m�����b�r�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���P�
�������v�Q�7��
���-�u�t�=�v���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���;�Š�|�;�m�7�;�7���=�-�u���0�;�‹�o�m�7���=�o�u�l�-�t��
�u�o�t�;�v�:�����b�v���|�b�u�;�t�;�v�v���‰�o�u�h���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
and advocating for nature was widely 
recognised. In 1998, he received the 
���;�v�|���
�u�b�;�m�7�����‰�-�u�7���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���(��������
�
�u�b�;�m�7�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���=�o�u���_�b�v��
�o�†�|�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�o�m�v���-�v���-���
�������v��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�:�����m���‘�•�‘�•�7���_�b�v���b�l�r�-�1�|���‰�-�v��
honoured nationally with the award 

�o�=���|�_�;�����u�7�;�u���o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�����;�7�-�t���=�o�u��
service to conservation and to nature. 

Carl was a very special person to 
VNPA and to all who had the privilege 
�o�=���h�m�o�‰�b�m�]���_�b�l�:�����;���b�v���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�;�7���0�‹��
his beloved wife Lynne, and children 
�"�_�-�u�o�m���-�m�7�����-�u�h�:�����b�v���t�;�]�-�1�‹���t�b�ˆ�;�v���o�m��
in the landscapes he helped protect 
�-�m�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���_�;���_�;�t�r�;�7���0�†�b�t�7�:

�-���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�b�1�h�;�|���o�=���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;��
���t�-�1�h�0�;�u�u�b�;�v�:���$�_�;�u�;���‰�-�v���-�t�v�o���|�_�;���‰�;�t�t�J
�†�v�;�7���0�†�u�u�o�‰���o�=���-���)�o�l�0�-�|���=�-�l�b�t�‹�7���‰�b�|�_��
their distinctive square poop perched 
�o�m���-���m�;�-�u�0�‹���|�u�;�;���u�o�o�|���|�o���u�;�l�b�m�7��
�;�ˆ�;�u�‹�o�m�;���‰�_�o�v�;���_�o�l�;���|�_�b�v���b�v�:��

���t�|�_�o�†�]�_���v�l�-�t�t�7���|�_�;�v�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�u�;��
�1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���-�v���u�;�=�†�]�;�v���-�m�7��
�v�|�;�r�r�b�m�]���v�|�o�m�;�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���l�o�v�|��
cleared state in Australia. 

���=�|�;�m���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;�v���-�m�7���v�l�-�t�t���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���-�u�;��
�|�_�;���o�m�t�‹���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���0�†�v�_���=�o�u���_�†�m�7�u�;�7�v��
�o�=���h�b�t�o�l�;�|�u�;�v�7���_�o�v�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���t�-�v�|��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���r�-�|�1�_�;�v���o�=���o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�:��

���m���l�-�m�‹���1�-�v�;�v�7���_�o�‰���‰�;���1�-�u�;���=�o�u���|�_�;�v�;��
�]�u�o�†�v�;���v�l�-�t�t���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���‰�b�t�t���7�b�1�|�-�|�;��
which wildlife survives and which ones 
don’t at a local scale. 

�Ç Leongatha H3 Bushland Reserve | ALL IMAGES JORDAN CROOK

�

Leongatha H3 Bushland Leongatha H3 Bushland 
Reserve, Reserve, 

Bass Highway, Bass Highway, 
Leongatha SouthLeongatha South

148 km148 km// 2 hour drive  2 hour drive  
SE of MelbourneSE of Melbourne

�Ç Carl Rayner

�Ç Wedge-tailed Eagle nest in the Leongatha H3 Bushland Reserve | JORDAN CROOK�Ç Twining Glycine (Glycine clandestina)

�Ç�����m�-�l�;�t�t�;�7���"�r�b�7�;�u��(Plebs bradleyi)

�Ç�����-�m�h�v�b�-���1�o�m�;

�Ç�����u�b�1�h�t�‹�����†�u�u�-�m�|�����†�v�_��(Coprosma quadrifida)
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�)�;�t�1�o�l�;��
to our new 
�
�†�m�7�u�-�b�v�b�m�]��
Manager, 
Belinda 
Wogan
B elinda Wogan stepped 

into the role following 
���-�m�;�=�v���u�;�|�b�u�;�l�;�m�|���P�v�;�;��
�-�0�o�ˆ�;���-�u�|�b�1�t�;�Q�:�����;�t�b�m�7�-��
will focus on all aspects 
of fundraising alongside 
���-�|�|���"�l�-�t�t���-�m�7�����u�b�v�|�b�-�m��
Lang. VNPA's fundraising 
capability is crucial to our 
�‰�o�u�h���|�o���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
the places and wildlife we love.

Belinda has over 15 years of 
fundraising experience across the 
�m�o�|�J�=�o�u�J�r�u�o�=�b�|���v�;�1�|�o�u�7���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���b�m��

���-�m�;���v�-�b�t�v���b�m�|�o���u�;�|�b�u�;�l�;�m�|
A �=�|�;�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���|�‰�o���7�;�1�-�7�;�v���o�=���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���m�o�|�J�=�o�u�J

profit sector, Jane Crouch is concluding an extraordinary career in 
�=�†�m�7�u�-�b�v�b�m�]�:�����;�u���|�b�l�;���-�|���(���������l�-�u�h�v���0�o�|�_���-���7�;�;�r�t�‹���ˆ�-�t�†�;�7���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�o�m��
to our organisation and the closing of an incredibly generous 
professional chapter devoted to people, planet, and purpose. 

���-�m�;���f�o�b�m�;�7���(���������b�m���	�;�1�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�‘�7���0�u�b�m�]�b�m�]���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=��
�=�†�m�7�u�-�b�v�b�m�]���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���-�1�u�o�v�v���b�m�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�7���_�;�-�t�|�_��
�-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v�:�����;�u���1�-�u�;�;�u���_�-�v���|�-�h�;�m���_�;�u���-�1�u�o�v�v���-�t�t���v�;�ˆ�;�m��
�1�o�m�|�b�m�;�m�|�v�7���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���‰�o�u�h���b�m���o�†�|�7�o�o�u���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m�7���;�m�;�u�]�‹���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
and adventure travel. This global perspective shaped her strong belief 
�b�m���<�-�1�|�b�m�]���t�o�1�-�t�=���-�m�7���b�m���_�;�u���u�o�t�;���-�|���(���������v�_�;���=�o�†�m�7���7�;�;�r���=�†�t�=�b�t�l�;�m�|���b�m��
supporting the protection of nature in Victoria. 

���|���(�������7�����-�m�;���o�ˆ�;�u�v�-�‰���|�_�;���ˆ�b�|�-�t���‰�o�u�h���o�=���v�;�1�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���|�_�-�|���;�l�r�o�‰�;�u�v��
�o�†�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�:���"�_�;���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���ˆ�-�t�†�;�7���-�m�7���l�†�1�_�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7���l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=��
�|�_�;���|�;�-�l�7���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�m�]���7�†�u�b�m�]���-���r�;�u�b�o�7��
that included significant wins for nature.

�!�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹�7�����-�m�;���l�-�u�h�;�7���|�_�;���;�m�7���o�=���_�;�u��
�=�†�t�t�J�|�b�l�;���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���t�b�=�;���‰�b�|�_���-���=�b�|�|�b�m�]��
�r�;�u�v�o�m�-�t���l�b�t�;�v�|�o�m�;�9���-���t�o�m�]�J�-�‰�-�b�|�;�7��
trip to Lord Howe Island. Her VNPA 
�1�o�t�t�;�-�]�†�;�v���=�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t�;�7���_�;�u���‰�b�|�_���‰�-�u�l�|�_�7��
gratitude, and a specially prepared 
�l�-�r���-�m�7���1�_�;�1�h�t�b�v�|���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���r�-�u�h�v��
�|�o���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�:���)�;���|�_�-�m�h�����-�m�;���=�o�u���_�;�u��
dedication, passion, and care – and wish 
�_�;�u���l�-�m�‹���l�o�u�;���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;�v���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��

Belinda Wogan, Fundraising Manager

M �-�u�]�-�u�;�|�����-�7�l�b�m�|�o�m���r�-�v�v�;�7���-�‰�-�‹��
in March 2025. Understanding 

and caring for nature were lifelong 
passions for Margaret, which aligned 
�r�;�u�=�;�1�|�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���l�b�v�v�b�o�m���o�=���(�������7��
�o�=���‰�_�b�1�_���v�_�;���‰�-�v���-���t�o�m�]�|�b�l�;��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u���-�m�7���7�o�m�o�u�:��

Margaret was born in Ripley, 
�	�;�u�0�‹�v�_�b�u�;�7���b�m���•�–�’�v�:�����b�h�;���v�o��
�l�-�m�‹���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���†�r���7�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�;��
war years and the recovery 
afterwards, she learned to survive 
on very little, but developed an 
�-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���=�†�m�7�-�l�;�m�|�-�t��
�|�;�m�;�|�v���o�=���_�†�l�-�m�b�|�‹���K���-�u�|�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7��
a need to connect with and support 
those around you. 

���-�u�]�-�u�;�|���]�u�;�‰���†�r���b�m���-���=�-�l�b�t�‹���|�_�-�|��
�ˆ�-�t�†�;�7���l�†�v�b�1���-�m�7���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7��
�0�;�1�-�l�;���-���_�b�]�_�t�‹���v�h�b�t�t�;�7���r�b�-�m�b�v�|�7��
�‰�b�m�m�b�m�]���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�l�r�;�|�b�|�b�o�m�v�:�����-�u�]�-�u�;�|�=�v��
love of nature was no doubt seeded 
�b�m���|�_�o�v�;���;�-�u�t�‹���‹�;�-�u�v�7���v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]���l�†�1�_��
�|�b�l�;���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���|�o���v�1�_�o�o�t��
and other activities through the 
�	�;�u�0�‹�v�_�b�u�;���1�o�†�m�|�u�‹�v�b�7�;�:���!�;�=�t�;�1�|�b�m�]��
her connection to people and desire 
�|�o���_�;�t�r�7�����-�u�]�-�u�;�|���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���m�†�u�v�;�7��
�‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���-�|�����u�;�-�|�����u�l�o�m�7���"�|�����o�v�r�b�|�-�t�:��
It was while travelling to this job on 
the tube that Margaret was seduced 
�0�‹���-�m���-�7�ˆ�;�u�|�b�v�;�l�;�m�|���|�o���b�l�l�b�]�u�-�|�;��
�|�o�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���v�_�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;���o�=��
connection with beaches, bush and 
wide-open spaces. Along with a close 
�=�u�b�;�m�7���v�_�;���l�-�7�;���|�_�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���|�o���l�o�ˆ�;��
�|�o�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���b�m���|�_�;���l�b�7�J�•�–�u�•�v�:��

Upon arriving in Australia, Margaret 
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�7���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���-�v���-���m�†�u�v�;���0�†�|��
also started her own business as a 
piano teacher. She developed a strong 
connection with the country through 
�o�u�b�;�m�|�;�;�u�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�;�1�-�l�;���-�m���-�ˆ�b�7��
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u���-�m�7���0�b�u�7�;�u�:�����;�u���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�o�m��
to the Australian countryside was 
�-�t�v�o���‰�o�ˆ�;�m���b�m�|�o���_�;�u���l�†�v�b�1���|�;�-�1�_�b�m�]��
�0�‹���|�-�h�b�m�]���-���r�-�u�|�J�|�b�l�;���r�o�v�b�|�b�o�m���-�|���|�_�;��
���;�;�t�o�m�]�����u�-�l�l�-�u���$�b�l�0�;�u�|�o�r�����-�l�r�†�v��
in the bush east of Mansfield. 

Her greatest joy was being able to 
�0�†�‹���-���v�l�-�t�t���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7�;�u���=�-�u�l���b�m���+�-�r�;�;�m��
�‰�_�b�1�_���v�_�;���b�l�l�;�7�b�-�|�;�t�‹���v�;�|���-�0�o�†�|��
�u�;�r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]���0�-�1�h���|�o���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���0�†�v�_�7���-�m�7���|�o��
which she eventually retired. Added to 
�|�_�b�v���‰�-�v���|�_�;���r�†�u�1�_�-�v�;���o�=���-���0�†�v�_���0�t�o�1�h��
�-�|�����†�1�h�t�;�=�o�u�7���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���m�-�|�†�u�;�7���b�m��
�r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u���"�‰�b�=�|�����-�u�u�o�|�v�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;��
challenges of the dry ground of central 
Victoria, her efforts paid off. 

�(�-�t�;�����-�u�]�-�u�;�|�����-�7�l�b�m�|�o�mStrengthening our 
foundations 

V NPA has reached a significant 
�l�b�t�;�v�|�o�m�;���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���v�†�1�1�;�v�v�=�†�t��

launch of our new database for 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���-�m�7���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�:���
�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]��
�o�ˆ�;�u���-���‹�;�-�u���o�=���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���_�-�u�7��
�‰�o�u�h���0�‹���|�_�;���(���������|�;�-�l�7���|�_�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l��
went live in March. 

By centralising our contact 
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m�7���|�_�b�v���m�;�‰���r�t�-�|�=�o�u�l���-�t�t�o�‰�v��
us to: 

• �$�-�b�t�o�u���o�†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���l�o�u�;��
�;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹���|�o���o�†�u���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�7���7�o�m�o�u�v�7��
and supporters. 

• �"�†�r�r�o�u�|���(�����������o�†�m�1�b�t���b�m���l�-�h�b�m�]��
data-driven decisions to expand our 
fundraising efforts. 

• Ensure the continued safety and 
security of all data and transactions. 

• �"�|�u�;�-�l�t�b�m�;���-�7�l�b�m�b�v�|�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�;�v�7��
�t�b�h�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r���u�;�m�;�‰�-�t�v�:��

Moving forward, we’re focused on 
�;�l�0�;�7�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l���b�m�|�o���(�������]�v��
daily operations. 

���m���-�m���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���o�=���1�o�m�v�|�u�-�b�m�;�7��
resources and rising cost-of-living 
�r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;�v�7���|�_�b�v���v�‹�v�|�;�l���b�v���-���ˆ�b�|�-�t���|�o�o�t���|�o��
�_�;�t�r���†�v���u�;�l�-�b�m���=�b�m�-�m�1�b�-�t�t�‹���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�t�;��
�=�o�u���|�_�;���t�o�m�]���|�;�u�l�:��

�
�u�o�l���-���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�-�m�1�;���r�;�u�v�r�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;�7��
this project was overseen by a sub-
���o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;���o�=�����o�†�m�1�b�t���=�o�1�†�v�;�7���o�m�����$��
�r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v�:�����=�7���t�b�h�;���|�o���v�r�;�1�b�=�b�1�-�t�t�‹���|�_�-�m�h��
�=�o�u�l�;�u���r�u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|���	�-�ˆ�b�7�����†�]�;�m�|���=�o�u���_�b�v��
leadership and professional insights, 
�‰�_�b�1�_���‰�;�u�;���b�m�v�|�u�†�l�;�m�|�-�t���b�m���7�;�t�b�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]��
�|�_�b�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|���b�m�|�o���(�������=�v��
future. 

If you’re interested in contributing to 
�(�������]�v�����$���"�|�;�;�u�b�m�]�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�7���r�t�;�-�v�;��
reach out to Marilyne.  

Marilyne Crestias, VNPA President 
president@vnpa.org.au

�����!�!�����$�������"��
�]���u�†�1�;�����1���u�;�]�o�u���_�o�m�o�†�u�;�7�]���PParkWatch 
�r�’�•�’�7�����-�u���‘�•�‘�u�7���r���’�u�Q���v�|�-�|�;�7�����u�†�1�;��
�-�m�7���_�b�v���‰�b�=�;�����m�m���]�=�o�†�m�7�;�7���
�u�b�;�m�7�v��
�o�=�����;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h�]�:���$�_�b�v���v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;���]�1�o�J
�=�o�†�m�7�;�7�]���-�v���l�-�m�‹���o�|�_�;�u�v���‰�;�u�;���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7�:��

�]���o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���-�|���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�b�o�m�]���PParkWatch 
�r�’�•�‘�7���	�;�1���‘�•�‘�”�7���r���’�•�Q���v�|�-�|�;�7�����-�u�h�v��
Victoria had delivered on restoration 
of the forts at the western end of 
Point Nepean. However, delivery is not 
expected until the end of 2026. 

���m���_�;�u���t�-�|�;�u���‹�;�-�u�v�7�����-�u�]�-�u�;�|���l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�o��
���‹�m�;�|�o�m���-�m�7���-�]�-�b�m���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���1�;�m�|�u�-�t��
�=�b�]�†�u�;���b�m���0�b�u�7�b�m�]�7���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���l�-�m�‹��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���_�;�u��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r���o�=���|�_�;���&�’���:�����;�u���=�-�ˆ�o�†�u�b�|�;��
�r�t�-�1�;�v���‰�;�u�;���|�u�b�r�v���|�o���|�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F
���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7�7���‰�-�t�h�v���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;�����-�l�r�-�v�r�;��
River in the Kyneton Botanic Gardens, 
���-�m�]�b�m�]���!�o�1�h���-�m�7���|�_�;�����t�-�1�h�����b�t�t��
Reserve. 

�
�u�b�;�m�7�v�7���t�o�1�-�t�v���-�m�7���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���‰�;�u�;���-�t�t��
�r�u�b�ˆ�b�t�;�]�;�7���|�o���v�_�-�u�;���_�;�u���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���o�m��
�t�o�1�-�t���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�t�‹��
birds. She was able to indulge in this 
passion right up until the day of her 
passing. 

���-�u�]�-�u�;�|���‰�-�v���b�l�l�;�m�v�;�t�‹���r�u�o�†�7���o�=��
her association with VNPA and the 
support she could provide for their 
�‰�o�u�h�:���"�_�;���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���r�u�o�†�7���|�_�-�|���_�;�u��
legacy will go on contributing to the 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���‰�o�u�h���o�=��
VNPA. 

Stuart Newstead
roles spanning 

supporter 
�;�m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7��
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�7��
and 
philanthropic 

partnerships. 

���†�|�v�b�7�;���o�=��
�‰�o�u�h�7�����;�t�b�m�7�-���b�v��

�-�m���-�ˆ�b�7���_�b�h�;�u���-�m�7���b�v��
often found exploring the 

�	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v�7���|�;�m�7�b�m�]���|�o���_�;�u��
�ˆ�;�]�;�|�-�0�t�;���]�-�u�7�;�m�7���o�u���v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]���|�b�l�;��

�b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���‰�_�;�u�;��
she enjoys observing the changing 
�v�;�-�v�o�m�v�:���)�;�|�J�‰�;�-�|�_�;�u���_�b�h�b�m�]���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���-��
particular favourite. 

Reflecting on her role, Belinda says: 
�<�)�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���b�v���-��
genuine privilege. Without their 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���K���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�b�l�;�7��
funding, advocacy, or expertise – we 
would not be in a position to be 
�1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:�����†�u���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v��
�=�o�u�l���|�_�;���0�-�1�h�0�o�m�;���o�=���o�†�u���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m��
and they create hope and better 
�o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:����

�Ç Margaret in the Kyneton Botanic Gardens, 2015

�È Jane on her first 
�r�o�v�|�J�‰�o�u�h���|�u�b�r���|�o��

Lord Howe 
Island

Find out more on leaving Find out more on leaving 
a gift in your Will at a gift in your Will at 

vnpa.org.au/  vnpa.org.au/ 
gifts-in-willsgifts-in-wills

I have loved my time at VNPA. There’s been plenty of challenges, I have loved my time at VNPA. There’s been plenty of challenges, 
but it’s been so rewarding to be part of a great team during but it’s been so rewarding to be part of a great team during 

some marvellous wins for nature. Like the end of native forest logging some marvellous wins for nature. Like the end of native forest logging 
in Victoria (though loopholes remain), the declaration of new national in Victoria (though loopholes remain), the declaration of new national 
parks in the central west and observing the growing numbers of people parks in the central west and observing the growing numbers of people 
enthusiastically joining our citizen science activities that gather vital enthusiastically joining our citizen science activities that gather vital 
information about threatened wildlif e.information about threatened wildlife.

As fundraising manager, it’s been an absolute honour to get to know some As fundraising manager, it’s been an absolute honour to get to know some 
of our incredible supporters and learn of their connections and history of our incredible supporters and learn of their connections and history 
with VNPA. That includes a supporter who became involved in 1953 and with VNPA. That includes a supporter who became involved in 1953 and 
still champions our work, and extraordinary folk who are no longer with still champions our work, and extraordinary folk who are no longer with 
us, but who positively changed the course of history for nature protection us, but who positively changed the course of history for nature protection 
in Victoria.in Victoria.

After 47 years of full-time work, the time has come to leave the desk and After 47 years of full-time work, the time has come to leave the desk and 
go out and enjoy some of the precious places and nature VNPA works go out and enjoy some of the precious places and nature VNPA works 
incredibly hard to protect! My lovely workmates have even gifted me a incredibly hard to protect! My lovely workmates have even gifted me a 
map and checklist of parks I must visit.map and checklist of parks I must visit.

I leave with massive admiration for all the team at VNPA who truly punch I leave with massive admiration for all the team at VNPA who truly punch 
above their weight on support for better nature protections in Victoria. above their weight on support for better nature protections in Victoria. 
And gratitude in my heart for VNPA’s wonderful supporters like you And gratitude in my heart for VNPA’s wonderful supporters like you 
dear reader!     dear reader!       Jane Crouch, April  2026  Jane Crouch, April 2026
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Quiz answers �=�u�o�l���r�:���“

1. ���o�†�m�|���	�o�m�m�-�����†�-�m�]���)�b�m�]�t�;�v�v���"�|�o�m�;�=�t�‹��
(Riekoperla darlingtoni) was recently 
listed as Critically Endangered under 
federal nature laws after five years of 
�-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���=�u�o�l���(�������7���-�1�-�7�;�l�b�1�v���-�m�7���|�_�;��
���m�|�o�l�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t���"�o�1�b�;�|�‹���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:

2. �-�Q���)�-�u�-�|�-�_�����m�;�l�o�m�; (Actinia tenebrosa). 
�$�_�;�b�u���m�-�l�;�v�-�h�;��
�1�o�l�;�v��
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;�b�u��
�u�;�v�;�l�0�t�-�m�1�;��
to the waratah 
flower, as their 
colourful bright 
red tentacles 
�0�;�-�u���-���v�|�u�b�h�b�m�]��
�t�b�h�;�m�;�v�v���|�o���|�_�;��
distinctive plant. 

3. d)�����o�|�v���o�=���r�;�o�r�t�;���ˆ�b�v�b�|���]�t�o�‰���‰�o�u�l�v���‰�_�;�m��
�|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���b�m���|�_�;�����|�‰�-�‹�v���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
�0�b�o�t�†�l�b�m�;�v�1�;�m�|�7���b�:�;�:���|�_�;�‹���]�t�o�‰���b�m���|�_�;���7�-�u�h�4

4. �0�Q���"�;�-���v�t�†�b�u�|�v�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���t�b�h�;���-��
squishy plant, sea squirts are actually 
�7�b�v�|�-�m�|�t�‹���u�;�t�-�|�;�7���|�o���_�†�l�-�m�v�:�����m���|�_�;�b�u���t�-�u�ˆ�-�t��
�v�|�-�]�;�7���|�_�;�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���-���r�u�b�l�b�|�b�ˆ�;���0�-�1�h�0�o�m�;��
�‰�_�b�1�_���7�b�v�v�o�t�ˆ�;�v���‰�_�;�m���|�_�;�‹���|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l���b�m�|�o��
adults.

5. False. Most sea stars have larvae that 
drift into the open ocean, but the Little 
Green Seastar (Parvulastra exigua) is a 
�_�;�u�l�-�r�_�u�o�7�b�|�;���|�_�-�|���t�-�‹�v���b�|�v���;�]�]�v���7�b�u�;�1�|�t�‹��
�o�m�|�o���u�o�1�h�v�7���‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;�‹���_�-�|�1�_���b�m�|�o���|�b�m�‹�7��
�=�†�t�t�‹�J�=�o�u�l�;�7���v�;�-���v�|�-�u�v�:

6. b) Golden Sun Moths are declining 
because their grassy habitat is being 
�7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7���0�‹���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�:

7. �1�Q There’s roughly 1,300 species of jewel 
beetles in Australia. The Buprestidae 

�=�-�l�b�t�‹���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���r�u�o�l�b�m�;�m�|�7���-�m�7��
represents 5–6% of all our beetles.

8. �7�Q�����t�t���o�=���|�_�;���-�0�o�ˆ�;�: Sea slugs are 
wonderfully diverse and can be found 
worldwide, with specific adaptations for 
�7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�:���)�b�|�_���-���h�;�;�m���;�‹�;���‹�o�†��
�1�-�m���v�r�o�|���|�_�;�l���-�t�t���-�t�o�m�]���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v���1�o�-�v�|�:

9. b) Gippsland���b�v���_�o�l�;���|�o��
possibly the largest and 
�†�m�7�o�†�0�|�;�7�t�‹���|�_�;���l�o�v�|��
�=�-�l�o�†�v���o�=���-�t�t���;�-�u�|�_�‰�o�u�l�v�7��
the Giant Gippsland 
���-�u�|�_�‰�o�u�l��(Megascolides 
australis).

10. �
�b�t�|�;�u���=�;�;�7�b�m�]�:��Sea sponges 
�-�0�v�o�u�0���l�b�1�u�o�v�1�o�r�b�1���r�-�u�|�b�1�t�;�v��
through their pores as water 
�l�o�ˆ�;�v���K���l�o�v�|�t�‹���v�b�m�]�t�;�J�1�;�t�t�;�7��
�0�-�1�|�;�u�b�-�7���m�-�m�o�r�t�-�m�h�|�o�m���-�m�7��
�7�;�-�7���o�u�]�-�m�b�1���l�-�|�|�;�u�:

Survey reflects strong supporter connection
BELINDA WOGAN, 
�
�&���	�!�����"��������
�������������!�7���!�������!�$�"��

���������&�!���!���������$��
�"�&�������!�$���!���"�&�!�(���+

W e were delighted to hear 
�=�u�o�l���v�o���l�-�m�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���b�m��

our recent survey, with over 1,500 
�r�;�o�r�t�;���|�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�;���|�b�l�;���|�o���v�_�-�u�;���|�_�;�b�u��
thoughts, experiences and ideas. 

Every response was read and 
considered carefully, and we're deeply 
grateful for the generosity and insight 
�o�=���o�†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:���$�_�b�v���=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h��
helps us better understand what 
�l�-�|�|�;�u�v���l�o�v�|���-�m�7���‰�b�t�t���7�b�u�;�1�|�t�‹���b�m�=�o�u�l��
�_�o�‰���‰�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���v�_�-�r�;���o�†�u���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v�7���-�m�7���v�|�-�‹��
�1�o�m�m�;�1�|�;�7���‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:��

���m�;���o�=���|�_�;���1�t�;�-�u�;�v�|���l�;�v�v�-�]�;�v���=�u�o�l��
�|�_�;���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹���b�v���|�_�;���v�|�u�o�m�]���-�t�b�]�m�l�;�m�|��

between our supporters and VNPA’s 
�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m�:�����m���-�ˆ�;�u�-�]�;�7���u�;�v�r�o�m�7�;�m�|�v��
�u�-�|�;�7���|�_�b�v���-�t�b�]�m�l�;�m�|���-�|���–���o�†�|���o�=���•�•�7��
�u�;�=�t�;�1�|�b�m�]���-���v�_�-�u�;�7���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o��
protecting nature across Victoria. 

Supporters told us that advocating 
for stronger nature protection is 
their top priority, alongside adequate 
�=�†�m�7�b�m�]���=�o�u���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7��
creating new protected areas. There's 
�-�t�v�o���v�|�u�o�m�]���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|���b�m���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�b�m�]���_�o�‰��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v�v�†�;�v���-�u�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�;�7��
�-�m�7���l�-�h�b�m�]���v�†�u�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�v���-�=�=�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���-�u�;���b�m�=�o�u�l�;�7���0�‹���b�m�7�;�r�;�m�7�;�m�|��
expertise. 

�)�_�;�m���-�v�h�;�7���-�0�o�†�|���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���|�_�;�‹���1�-�u�;��
�l�o�v�|���-�0�o�†�|�7���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���u�-�m�h�;�7���_�b�]�_�;�v�|�7��
�=�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���0�‹���l�-�u�b�m�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7��
alpine areas, highlighting the breadth 
of places VNPA supporters are 
passionate about protecting. 

We were also encouraged by the 
strong sense of identity expressed 

�0�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v�7���‰�b�|�_���l�-�m�‹���7�;�v�1�u�b�0�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�l�v�;�t�ˆ�;�v���-�v���_�o�r�;�=�†�t�7���1�-�u�b�m�]�7��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���-�m�7���r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;���-�0�o�†�|��
nature. These values are clearly 
�u�;�=�t�;�1�|�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���_�b�]�_���t�b�h�;�t�b�_�o�o�7���o�=��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�b�m�]���(���������|�o��
others, with an average score of 8 out 
of 10. 

���l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�t�‹�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���-�t�v�o���v�_�o�‰�;�7��
strong interest in staying engaged 
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���-���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v�7���=�u�o�l��
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‰�-�t�h�v���-�m�7���|�-�t�h�v���|�o���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�7���v�_�o�‰�b�m�]��
a deep desire to stay connected with 
�m�-�|�†�u�;���b�m���l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t���‰�-�‹�v�:��

�)�;�]�u�;���v�b�m�1�;�u�;�t�‹���]�u�-�|�;�=�†�t���=�o�u���|�_�;���|�b�l�;�7��
thought and care that went into every 
�u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;�:���+�o�†�u���=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h���b�v���_�;�t�r�b�m�]��
�]�†�b�7�;���o�†�u���‰�o�u�h���-�m�7���_�;�t�r�b�m�]���†�v���=�o�1�†�v��
�o�m���‰�_�-�|���l�-�|�|�;�u�v���l�o�v�|�9���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
nature in Victoria for generations to 
�1�o�l�;�:��

�!�;�1�;�m�|���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v��

V ���������1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���v�|�-�=�=���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m��
�0�†�v�‹���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m���-��

�ˆ�-�u�b�;�|�‹���o�=���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���|�o�r�b�1�v�9��

Proposed Development at 103 Reid St & 
18b Jonesfield Cnr, Ardeer, Jan 2026

Draft Terms of Reference for Strategic 
Assessment of FFMV, March 2026

Craigieburn Industrial Development, 
EPBC 2021/9093, March 2026

Project Diamond Industrial Develop-
ment, March 2026

Birregurra-Ombersley Poultry Farm, 
April 2026

City of Greater Geelong Draft Plan 
for Nature, May 2026

Inquiry into the 2026 summer fires 
across Victoria, May 2026

Read these and all previous 
�v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m���o�†�u���‰�;�0�v�b�|�;�:��

The World from Here, Cassy Polimeni. 
Illustrated by Mel Armstrong 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�u�7���’�‘�r�r�7�����"������
9781486319855

T oday, I read The World from Here 
�0�‹�����-�v�v�‹�����b�t�b�l�;�m�b�:�������t�o�ˆ�;���t�;�-�u�m�b�m�]��

�-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�����-�u�|�_�8���|�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���v�o���l�-�m�‹��
�b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�b�m�]���|�_�b�m�]�v���|�o���t�;�-�u�m�:�������t�b�h�;�7���|�_�;��
pictures and the different types of 
�1�t�o�†�7�v�:���)�_�;�m���‰�;���v�;�;���=�-�1�;�v���o�u���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
in the clouds, it is called pareidolia.

The Earth is a big place. I live in 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���0�†�|�������‰�-�v���0�o�u�m���b�m�����l�;�u�b�1�-�:��
�$�_�;���l�-�r���v�_�o�‰�v���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���=�-�u���-�‰�-�‹�:��

�]���o�u�;���|�_�-�m���’�•�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���‹�;�-�u�v���-�]�o�7���-�t�t��
the countries of the world fit together 
�t�b�h�;���r�b�;�1�;�v���o�=���-���]�b�-�m�|���r�†�Œ�Œ�t�;�:�]�����o�‰���|�_�;��
�1�o�†�m�|�u�b�;�v���-�u�;���l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���-�r�-�u�|�:��

�"�|�o�u�l�v���l�b�]�_�|���0�;���v�1�-�u�‹���0�†�|���‰�;��
�v�_�o�†�t�7�m�]�|���0�;���v�1�-�u�;�7�:���)�_�;�m���v�|�o�u�l�v��
�v�|�o�r�7���t�o�|�v���o�=���1�o�o�t���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�o�l�;���o�†�|�7���t�b�h�;��
�=�u�o�]�v�7���l�†�v�_�u�o�o�l�v���-�m�7���v�m�-�b�t�v�:��

�)�;���v�_�o�†�t�7���;�m�f�o�‹���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�4

�����|�_�b�m�h���o�|�_�;�u���•���‹�;�-�u���o�t�7�v���-�m�7���h�b�7�v���b�m��
�r�u�b�l�-�u�‹���v�1�_�o�o�t���‰�o�†�t�7���;�m�f�o�‹���|�_�b�v���0�o�o�h�:��
���b�7�v���‰�_�o���t�b�h�;���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�7���|�_�;���‰�o�u�t�7���-�m�7��
nature.  

Leo Roberts, 7 years old

A big place to explore

Australian Grasses: A guide to native 
grasses, sedges, rushes and grasstrees, 
Nick Romanowski 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�u�7���‘�m�7���;�7�b�|�b�o�m�7��
200pp, ISBN 9781486320523

W hat do Chocolate Lilies, 
�v�o�u�]�_�†�l���1�;�u�;�-�t���-�m�7��

�$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-�=�v��Richea shrubs have in 
�1�o�l�l�o�m�5���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���-�t�t���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���b�m�����b�1�h��
�!�o�l�-�m�o�‰�v�h�b�=�v���v�;�1�o�m�7���;�7�b�|�b�o�m���o�=��
Australian Grasses. 

�)�_�b�t�;���v�o�u�]�_�†�l���b�v���|�_�;���o�m�t�‹���o�m�;���o�=��
those three to belong to the Poaceae 
�K���|�_�;���]�u�-�v�v���=�-�l�b�t�‹���K���b�|���v�_�o�‰�v���|�_�;��
breadth of plants covered in this 
revised and expanded second edition. 
�!�o�l�-�m�o�‰�v�h�b�=�v���u�†�t�;���=�o�u���b�m�1�t�†�v�b�o�m���b�v��
�_�-�ˆ�b�m�]���]�u�-�v�v�J�t�b�h�;���=�o�t�b�-�]�;�7���-�t�|�_�o�†�]�_��
even here he’s flexible, including 
���o�u�7�‹�t�b�m�;�v�7�����u�b�m�†�l�����b�t�b�;�v���-�m�7�����-�t�l��
Grass (Curculigo),���=�o�u���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;�:��

A recognised expert in the fields of 
�Œ�o�o�t�o�]�‹���-�m�7���-�t�†�-�1�†�t�|�†�u�;�7���!�o�l�-�m�o�‰�v�h�b��
�P�‰�_�o���=�o�†�m�7�;�7�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���=�b�u�v�|���v�r�;�1�b�-�t�b�v�|��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7���m�†�u�v�;�u�‹���b�m���|�_�;���•�–�v�•�v�Q��

�t�o�o�h�v���-�|���|�_�;���r�t�-�m�|�v���=�u�o�l���-�m���-�;�v�|�_�;�|�b�1��
point of view. He also considers their 
�u�o�t�;���-�v���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�7���|�_�;�b�u���=�t�-�l�l�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹�7���|�_�;�b�u��
use as food plants and in containers. 

�$�_�;���0�o�o�h���v�|�-�u�|�v���0�‹���7�;�v�1�u�b�0�b�m�]��
the differences between grasses, 
sedges and rushes, then considers 
landscaping with grasses, before 
�7�;�|�-�b�t�b�m�]���v�o�l�;���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�-�t���-�v�r�;�1�|�v�9��
�]�u�o�‰�b�m�]�7���r�u�o�r�-�]�-�|�b�m�]�7���l�-�b�m�|�;�m�-�m�1�;�:��

���†�|���|�_�;���l�-�b�m���v�;�1�|�b�o�m���b�v���-�m��
encyclopedia of species. Plants are 
listed alphabetically by genus, with 
�|�_�;���l�o�v�|���1�o�l�l�o�m���ˆ�-�u�b�;�|�b�;�v���=�;�-�|�†�u�;�7��
within that. The list of individual 
species is, of course, not exhaustive, 
�0�†�|���!�o�l�-�m�o�‰�v�h�b�=�v���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���1�o�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���|�u�o�r�b�1�v���|�o���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-���b�v���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;�7��
�-�m�7���|�_�;���7�;�r�|�_���o�=���r�;�u�v�o�m�-�t���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���b�v���b�l�l�;�m�v�;�:��

I particularly enjoyed his personal 
�-�m�;�1�7�o�|�;�v�7���t�b�h�;���_�o�l�;���;�Š�r�;�u�b�l�;�m�|�v���‰�b�|�_��
�=�t�-�l�l�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���o�=��Gahnia, or the heights 
�1�t�b�l�0�;�7���|�o���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_���-���_�†�l�0�t�;��
Bulbine Lily. 

�)�_�b�1�_���0�u�b�m�]�v���†�v���0�-�1�h���|�o���v�o�u�]�_�†�l�9��
while Sorghum bicolor, native to Africa 
�-�m�7�����v�b�-�7���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���‰�o�u�t�7�=�v���l�o�v�|��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���1�;�u�;�-�t���1�u�o�r�v�7���‰�;���_�-�ˆ�;���•�•��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���|�o�o�4���!�o�l�-�m�o�‰�v�h�b���v�-�‹�v��
these are thought to contain about 
90 per cent of the genus’s genetic 
diversity, so the potential for their 
use in agriculture to increase drought 
tolerance or create perennial cultivars 
�b�v���_�†�]�;�:���$�_�;���v�-�l�;���-�r�r�t�b�;�v���|�o���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�u�b�1�;�:���
�-�v�1�b�m�-�|�b�m�]�:��

Jane Canaway, plant nerd and writer

Melbourne's grassland bullant 

M �;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���_�-�v���b�|�]�v���ˆ�;�u�‹���o�‰�m���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���0�†�t�t�-�m�|�4�����m�����r�u�b�t�7��
�(�������]�v�����u�-�v�v�‹�����t�-�b�m�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h���r�†�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���-���u�;�r�o�u�|���0�‹��

�	�u�����-�m���"�l�b�|�_���o�m��Myrmecia nobilis, a bullant found only in 
Melbourne's north.

Melbourne's Grassland Bullant: Initial report into the 
ecology and habitat of Myrmecia nobilis �b�v���-���r�u�;�t�b�l�b�m�-�u�‹��

investigation into the ecology 
and behaviour of this apparent 
grassland specialist. 

�$�_�;���u�;�r�o�u�|���-�b�l�v���|�o���_�;�t�r���=�b�m�7���m�;�‰��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���t�o�o�h���-�=�|�;�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���-�m�7��
identify threats. 

Read the report at vnpa.org.au/
melbournes-grassland-bullant

���u�-�v�v�;�v���]�-�t�o�u�;�4��

 

  

  
  
  
Grassy Plains Network and VNPA response to:  
�����]�]�š�š�Ç�Ç�����}�}�(�(�����'�' �Œ�Œ���������š�š�����Œ�Œ�����'�' ���������o�o�}�}�v�v�P�P�������� �Œ�Œ�����L�L�����W�W�o�o�����v�v�����(�(�}�}�Œ�Œ�����E�E�����š�š�µ�µ�Œ�Œ����  
 

 
  

  30 April 2026  

Contact:  
Adrian Marshall  
Facilitator, Grassy Plains Network Victorian 
�E���Ÿ�}�v���o���W���Œ�l�•�����•�•�}���]���Ÿ�}�v�� 
adrian@vnpa.org.au 
0413 757 173 

 

 

Image: Natural Damp Grassland of the Victorian Coastal Plains, Scenic Estate ���}�v�•���Œ�À���Ÿ�}�v��Reserve (Phillip Island). 
Photo Graham Petersen 
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v��

of the Djab Wurrung & 
Wadawurrung and recognise 
their ongoing role in caring 
for Country

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the ���†�m�†�u�o�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

Grevillea monitoring 
at Mt Cole & Enfield

SERA BLAIR, 
NATUREWATCH 
�������!�	�������$���!�7��������

CITIZEN SCIENCE AT 
�����&���$�����������������	�������
�������	

Two years since large fires 
�b�l�r�-�1�|�;�7���|�_�;���-�u�;�-�7���‰�;�]�u�;��

�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�b�m�]���|�o���‰�o�u�h���‰�b�|�_���t�o�1�-�t���]�u�o�†�r�v��
�-�|�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;���|�o���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7��
habitat recovery on private land and 
along roadside reserves.

�)�;�]�ˆ�;���1�_�;�1�h�;�7���m�;�v�|�0�o�Š�;�v���r�†�|���†�r���-��
year ago in strategic areas for a range 
�o�=���r�o�v�v�†�l�v���-�m�7���0�b�u�7�v�:���$�_�;���0�o�Š�;�v���-�u�;��
unoccupied so far, but the plants 
�-�u�o�†�m�7���|�_�;�l���-�u�;���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]���‰�;�t�t�7���v�o��
they'll be useful to house wildlife 
attracted to the area in future and 
�_�;�t�r���u�;�r�t�-�1�;���v�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���|�u�;�;���_�o�t�t�o�‰�v��
lost in the fire. 

Nestboxes were also installed in 
an unburnt area of open woodland 
near where Brush-tailed Phascogales 
(Phascogale tapoatafa) were recorded 
last year. So far the boxes are unused 
�0�†�|���‰�b�t�t���0�;���u�;�]�†�t�-�u�t�‹���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�;�7���0�‹��
�t�o�1�-�t�v�:���)�;�]�ˆ�;���v�;�|���†�r���1�-�l�;�u�-�v���o�m���t�o�]�v��
near the nestbox trees to investigate 
if phascogales are there, if they'll use 

Western Port 
wonderland

�)���"�$���!���������!�$���)�����	�������	�"��
REVEALS ITS STUNNING 
�)�����	�����
�����$���������$�&�!���)���$����

N atureWatch has recently been 
surveying wildlife in the northern 

�r�-�u�|�v���o�=�����7�-�l�=�v�����u�;�;�h�����-�|�†�u�;��
Conservation Reserve in the Western 
Port Woodlands. 

���|�=�v���-���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�-�v�h���-�v���b�|�]�v���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�;�7��
�0�‹���=�-�u�l�t�-�m�7���-�m�7���v�-�m�7���l�b�m�;�v�:�����†�|���‰�;��
�]�o�|���t�†�1�h�‹�8���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�b�m�;�v���-�t�t�o�‰�v���†�v��
�|�o���†�v�;���|�_�;�b�u���r�;�u�b�l�;�|�;�u���u�o�-�7���|�o���-�1�1�;�v�v��
this area of largely unexplored Heathy 
Woodland. And we're so glad we 
got in there because it's absolutely 
�v�|�†�m�m�b�m�]�4����

It’s beautiful open woodland with 
�b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���;�-�v�‹���‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
�-�t�o�m�]���|�u�-�1�h�v���l�-�7�;���0�‹���h�-�m�]�-�u�o�o�v���-�m�7�7��
unfortunately, feral deer. With stands 
�o�=���0�-�m�h�v�b�-�v�7���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�;���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�o�u�;�‹��
and herb layer and lots of billowing 
Poa grasses, it’s fantastic habitat for 
Southern Brown Bandicoots (Isoodon 
obesulus obesulus). 

We're partnering with Gippsland 
Threatened Species Group to survey 
local bat populations and they'll help 
�h�;�;�r���|�_�;���1�-�l�;�u�-���0�-�|�|�;�u�b�;�v���u�;�=�u�;�v�_�;�7��
over Winter.  

the nestboxes or if they have enough 
natural den options.  

We're happy to report 
Critically Endangered Mount 
Cole Grevillea (Grevillea 
montis-cole) seedlings are going 
�v�|�u�o�m�]���b�m���|�‰�o���h�;�‹���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹��
�-�u�;�-�v���‰�;���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]��
�t�-�v�|���‹�;�-�u�:���)�;���l�;�-�v�†�u�;�7���|�_�;��
seedlings in April, a year after 
�‰�;���=�b�u�v�|���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�;�7���|�_�;�l�7���|�-�h�b�m�]��
�-���u�-�m�7�o�l���v�-�l�r�t�;���o�=���“�•���r�t�-�m�|�v��
to see how well they're growing 
�-�=�|�;�u���0�;�b�m�]���]�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�;�7���=�u�o�l��
seed by the fires.  

In March 2025, the plants in 
�o�†�u���v�-�l�r�t�;���‰�;�u�;���-�m���-�ˆ�;�u�-�]�;��
�_�;�b�]�_�|���o�=���•�:�“�”���1�l���P�u�-�m�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l��
�’�K�‘�‘���1�l�Q���-�m�7���b�m�����r�u�b�t���‘�•�‘�u���|�_�;�‹��
had an average height of 24.56 
�1�l���P�u�-�m�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���u�:�”�K�u�u���1�l�Q�:�������m�b�1�;��
�b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;���|�_�-�m�h�v���|�o���-���‰�;�|�|�;�u���‹�;�-�u�:�����;�|�]�v��
�_�o�r�;���|�_�;�‹���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���|�_�u�b�ˆ�;�4����

Enfield State Park 
���-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���_�-�v���-�t�v�o���0�;�;�m���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]��
�b�m���|�_�;�����m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7���‘�v���h�l���"�"�)��
of Ballarat in Wadawurrung Country. 
�)�;�=�u�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���-���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���-�b�l�;�7���-�|��
helping to protect Endangered Enfield 
Grevilleas (Grevillea bedggoodiana), 
as well as conducting surveys for 
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���t�b�h�;�����u�†�v�_�J�|�-�b�t�;�7��
���_�-�v�1�o�]�-�t�;�v���-�m�7�����o�l�l�o�m���	�†�m�m�-�u�|�v��
(Sminthopsis murina). 

A large fuel reduction burn is planned 
�=�o�u���|�_�;���-�u�;�-���|�_�b�v�����†�|�†�l�m�7���v�o���‰�;�]�ˆ�;��
�0�;�;�m���†�v�b�m�]���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�-�l�;�u�-�v���-�m�7���v�o�m�]��

�l�;�|�;�u�v���|�o���|�u�‹���-�m�7���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���-�v�v�;�v�v���|�_�;��
wildlife in the area. We've also done 
�v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v���|�o���l�-�r���‰�_�;�u�;���]�u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�v���-�u�;��
living in the burn area.

We haven't recorded any phascogales 
or dunnarts yet, but we're continuing 
�1�-�l�;�u�-���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v���f�†�v�|���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���|�_�;��
planned burn area.  

�Ç���
�†�m�]�b���b�m�����m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h���G��SERA BLAIR

�Ç���$�o�r�9�����m�v�|�-�t�t�b�m�]�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���1�-�l�;�u�-�v���b�m��
���m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h

Middle: Measuring Enfield Grevillea

���o�|�|�o�l�9�����;�-�v�†�u�b�m�]�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�- 
| ALL IMAGES SERA BLAIR

�Ç���"�;�u�-�����t�-�b�u�7�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_�����o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�o�u���P�1�;�m�|�u�;�Q���‰�b�|�_��
�v�|�†�7�;�m�|�v�����b�-���-�m�7�����;�t�t�‹���b�m�����7�-�l�]�v�����u�;�;�h���G��ANN WILLIAMSON

�È Sera showing the ropes to her son Leo who's 
�v�|�†�7�‹�b�m�]���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���-�|���	�;�-�h�b�m���&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���G��ANN 

WILLIAMSON

�Ç�����o�;�‹���1�-�r�|�†�u�;�7���o�m���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�-�l�;�u�-���-�|�����7�-�l�]�v�����u�;�;�h�Ç NatureWatch volunteer, Son Thai, observing 
�|�_�;���|�u�;�;���=�o�u�l���o�=�����m�=�b�;�t�7�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-���G��SERA BLAIR

�È���"�;�u�-���‰�b�|�_���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;��
Pyrenees Nature Group

�
�

�

�� PARKwatch �‹ JUNE 2026  #304 ��PARKwatch �‹ JUNE 2026  #304

OURactivitiesOURactivities



IM
A

G
E

S
: 1

. J
E

S
S

IE
 B

O
R

R
E

LL
E

, 2
/4

/5
/6

. I
N

D
R

A 
B

O
N

E
, 3

/8
. M

E
G

H
A

N
 L

IN
D

S
AY

, 7
. P

E
TE

R
 R

O
W

LA
N

D

1 You can look 
for birds anywhere 

from your backyard to 
parks, forests, the beach, and 
even the middle of the city. 
Basically if you’re outside, 
you can search for birds! 

5 Other birds fly to other states 
or move between different 

habitats like forests and the coast as the 
seasons change. If you visit a spot and 
don’t see many birds in Winter, come 
back in Spring or Summer to see who’s 
returned from their long journey. 

2 Wetlands, creeks, 
lakes and rivers 

are good places to start 
because there’s water for 
the birds to drink. 

6 Places like the 
western shoreline of 

Port Phillip Bay, Bellarine 
Peninsula, Corner Inlet, and 
Western Port Bay are great 
places to see shorebirds. 

4 How far would you 
travel for dinner? Many 

shorebirds (birds that live on the 
beach) fly thousands of kilometres 
each year between Australia, 
where they feed, and the Arctic, 
where they breed. 

8 The wet forests of 
the Dandenong Ranges 

National Park are where 
you’ll find lyrebirds, owls, 
and tiny songbirds.

3 Some birds nibble seeds, some 
slurp nectar, some munch fish and 

some gobble other birds. Find out what 
different birds eat to help you track 
down where they might be living! 

7 The desert habitats of 
the Mallee are home to 

many colourful parrots and 
the big Malleefowl.

�������������
�������������
�������	
����������
����

�����
When you’re trying 
�|�o���v�r�o�|���0�b�u�7�v�7�a�h�;�;�r��
still and quiet. 
Loud noises and 
movement might 
scare birds away. Find a comfy spot 
in your yard or at a park and wait for 
the birds to visit.  

If a bird comes to visit your backyard 
or while you’re out walking, stop and 
watch to see what it does. 

���	��
If you notice movement, like a shadow 
above or fluttering in the trees, see if 
you can spot the bird it belongs to. 

���b�m�o�1�†�t�-�u�v���1�-�m���0�;���-���0�b�]���_�;�t�r�:�a�$�_�;�‹��
can take a little getting used to, but 
practice makes 
�r�;�u�=�;�1�|�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
great for looking 
at birds from a 
distance, especially 
shy birds. 

�������
Sometimes 
birdwatching is 
really more about 
bird listening! 

If you hear a bird 
calling or hear 
something rustling in the branches, 
stay still and wait to see if you can 
spot it. If you can’t spot the bird, can 
you hear it? What does it sound like? 

ILLUSTRATION © RENEE TREML

Upcoming 
activities 
���†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;�����1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v�����-�t�;�m�7�-�u���0�u�b�m�]�v��
opportunities to get into nature through 
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�7���v�_�o�u�|���1�o�†�u�v�;�v���-�m�7��
events for all ages. 

���o�l�;���-�m�7���f�o�b�m���†�v���=�o�u���-�m���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�4��

���_�;�1�h���o�†�|���o�†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;���1�-�t�;�m�7�-�u���K���m�;�‰���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v��
are added regularly.

Where we went in Autumn
More than 50 people joined 
us on the shores of San 
�!�;�l�o���b�m�����r�u�b�t���=�o�u���|�_�;���‘�v�|�_��
Melbourne Sea Slug Census. 
Together, the sea slugging 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���u�;�1�o�u�7�;�7���-�m��
�b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���u�•���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|��
species across the state. 

�)�;���_�-�7���v�o�l�;���]�u�;�-�|�����u�-�v�v�‹��
�$�-�t�h�v���o�m���|�_�;���‰�o�u�h���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;��
the wallan wallan Regional 
���-�u�h�t�-�m�7���b�m�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;�]�v��
north, the wonderful 
diversity of grassland birds, 
�-�m�7���|�_�;���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]�����-�|�†�u�-�t��
�	�-�l�r�����u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���o�=���|�_�;��
South East Coastal Plain. 

NatureWatch had a busy 
�v�;�-�v�o�m���o�=���=�b�;�t�7�‰�o�u�h���‰�b�|�_��
�1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�b�m�]��
�o�†�|���|�o���_�;�t�r���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�†�v�b�m�]���1�-�l�;�u�-�v�7���-�†�7�b�o��
recorders and spotlighting 
surveys around Mt Cole, 
���m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h���-�m�7���|�_�;��
Western Port Woodlands 
(see report pp. 40-41). 

���†�u���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u�v���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�7��
���-�r�;���"�1�_�-�m�1�h�7���|�_�;���+�o�†��
�+�-�m�]�v���-�m�7���)�o�l�0�-�|�J
���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:��
�)�;���-�t�v�o���|�;�-�l�;�7���†�r���‰�b�|�_��
�(���������1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v���v�|�-�=�=��
�-�m�7���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���)�o�l�0�-�|��
�
�o�u�;�v�|�1�-�u�;���=�o�u���-���)�-�t�h���$�-�t�h��
�-�m�7�����-�‰�h���|�o�†�u���b�m���)�o�l�0�-�|�:��

New Nature Stewards 
�t�;�-�u�m�;�7���l�o�u�;���-�0�o�†�|���t�o�1�-�t��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v��
who care for it in courses 
across Ballarat, Mornington 
Peninsula, Knox, Inner 
���-�v�|�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���P���-�t�ˆ�;�u�m�7��
���t�-�1�h�0�†�u�m�7�����|���)�-�ˆ�;�u�t�;�‹�Q�7��
and North West Melbourne 
�P���t�;�m�u�o�‹�7�����u�o�-�7�l�;�-�7�o�‰�v�7��
�"�†�m�0�†�u�‹�Q�:��

Birding for beginners
B �b�u�7�b�m�]���b�v���-���]�u�;�-�|���‰�-�‹���|�o���]�;�|���|�o���h�m�o�‰���|�_�;���0�b�u�7�v���|�_�-�|���t�b�ˆ�;���m�;�-�u���‹�o�†�4�����b�u�7�v���1�o�l�;���b�m���-�t�t���h�b�m�7�v���o�=���v�b�Œ�;�v���-�m�7���1�o�t�o�†�u�v���-�m�7���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;��

�t�o�|�v���o�=���=�†�m���|�o���‰�-�|�1�_���-�m�7���t�b�v�|�;�m���|�o�:�����;�u�;�]�v���v�o�l�;���=�-�1�|�v���-�0�o�†�|���0�b�u�7�v���-�m�7���‰�_�;�u�;���|�o���=�b�m�7���|�_�;�l

Subscribe to our mailing list to Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive activities updates receive activities updates 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
get-our-latest- newsget-our-latest-news

Discover Discover 
more at more at 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
activitiesactivities

�Ç���)�-�t�h���$�-�t�h���_�����-�‰�h���b�m���)�o�l�0�-�|���G��TYLER CAMERON
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Ending loophole 
logging gives 

wildlife and habitats 
a chance to heal

Independent advice 
to government 
means better 

results for nature

More fisheries 
officers equals 
better marine 

protection

Protecting our 
parks from

development helps
put nature first

Safeguarding our 

grasslands protects 

threatened wildlife 
and habitats
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