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Which Victorian insect was recently listed as Critically
Endangered under federal nature laws?

Which Victorian marine invertebrate is often
mistaken for a plant because it resembles a colourful
=to%o;uba

a. Waratah Anemone

b. Banksia Bluebottle

c. Daisy Crab

d. Rosebud Starfish

Why are Otway Glowworms (Arachnocampa
otwayensis)popular with visitors in the Great Otway
National Park?

a. They eat pesky mosquitos

b. They're Critically Endangered

c. They're only active during the day

d. They glow in the dark

Which marine invertebrates are distantly related to
humans?

a. Sea anemones

08 ";- vttbu|v_

c. Barnacles

d. Sea slugs

True or false, all sea stars start as larvae that drift
in ocean currents before transforming into little sea
stars?

Why are Golden Sun Moths in decline across
Victoria's grasslands?

a. Increased predation by birds

b. Their habitat is being destroyed

c. Not enough sunshine
d

. Too much competition for resources with invasive
snails
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Sea slugPolycera janjuki@gNICK SHAW

How many species of jewel beetles are there in
Australia?
a. 180

c. 1,300

b. 560
d. 2,200

Where might you find a sea slug?
a. Rock pools

b. Estuaries

c. The bottom of the ocean

d. All of the above

Which region in Victoria is home to Australia's largest
earthworm?

a. Wimmera

b. Gippsland

c. Otways

d. Victorian Alps

Sea sponges have no mouth or digestive tract. How
and what do they eat?
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Timeline of Labor’s three terms 2014-2026
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& +f ) ! " -m7 "ottm|;;u %bt7tb=; thana just,chepping trees because they
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~mo|_ot]_ |_; -u;- blr-1];7 %= =] bIr-11;7 0c o] _ju |_u;-|v tbh;
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7;7b1-];7 %ouh o= =bu; =b] ;u¥alm? |_;v; u;v;u”;v u;10";u =uol | 5 1-
). -1hmo%t:7]: |_bv tol-Zom bre/is;cqri rg)a:tureoflandclearinginthe | _; =bu;\£7 |_; |]_u;-]v o= =;u-t 7;;ua-m 7 rtm
’ | ;’rm’l;'7;7_|u_7bzom_t tum}5 m:a tlo];|_;ua’s u;v;u” ;% ;% bm~-vbom =uol |_; viuuotm7bm] ] - ruo
“and waters of the Taungurung blr-1];77 u-m]Jbm] =uol 0Ttv landscépe @ré& high. How these threats ;1-uh-0
and recognise their ongoing conservation reserves to scenic and -u; I-m-];7 %btta7;|;ulbm;a% _b1l_
role in caring for Country viu;-lvb7; u;v;u”;v: plants recover and flourish. "% o|l_v o
yu0oo ou|_ v|blh;uv
7 1o 1;t;0u-|; |_; m;% r-u

Mirboo North celebrates

) $ pulp. Little did they
& $+ $ I $ hmo% |_; 1olltmtk
L g | -7 o]_;u rt-mv:
' ) : r-1h;7 of| lolltm
I;slbm]v -] | _5 =04

W ; %o;u; tTlhe ;mot]_ |elubpdnn hundreds of

|_; buOoo ou|_ lolltmbiluv o= 1b|bE;
in April celebrating the creation of -7701-1< %ouh7 |
the Mirboo North Conservation ou|_ omv;u”-|bo
-uh bm tTm-bhtum-b o T nptatected for everyone forever in
"ri-h;uv bm1tt7;7 &m1it; legslation lastyear.

=uol tTm-bhtum-b -m7 -M9440 heatares of native forest
Ooub]lbm-t ourou-|bom7 sdfeguarding the future of iconic {
-m;t =ou olltmb|< m]-];%mf7tb=; tbh; u;-|;u tb7 ;A

chair Karen Cain, local poets and 0% :u=tt %tv7 -1; omb|8
Itfvblb-mv -m7 |_; 1b|b & Brirowing Grayfish| v

who've spent years exploring );tt 7om; |o u;v;u”; otu

the forest and understanding its buOoo ou|_ -m7 |_; lolltm
wildlife. for your years of dedication and
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Huge grassy gathering gives hope for future

ADRIAN MARSHALL,

$$!7
GRASSY PLAINS
$) 171 1g"
$ 1 s 1
I "&Il 1&

his May, the biggest grassland
get-together in a decade focused
on building capacity across the grassy
restoration sector and highlighted
heroic efforts to reverse the decline of
our Critically Endangered grasslands.
$ u;; _tTm7u;7 t-m7 I-m-];u
-1-7;1blv7 u;v;-ul_;uv -m7

cam|o-| -

7ub-m

1oIITmb|< 1:10:uv ]'|_;U;7 :O(;uu -uv_-tt rusv;mlbm] | 7 r-1h;VIRENJABEAE U0« $0% m -tt G

a sold-out Grassland Resurrection ;emol; u ;]-m ="_;- v_0%;d0otr7 |-th;7 -0ot| |_; viu-r; -m7
=outl7 1oJ_ov|;7 O« |_; u-VV<| r;uvbv|;m1;7 lolltmb|<mob7l;|_ 07 -m7 |_; ;l;ulbm] 1-r
t-bmv ;|[%ouh7 (7 juub |u;;bb]_| 1ol0bm-|bom o= r;andtsow teohnique.

-m-];hmp olibff5; -m7 [ u;tuv; 7;1thm;: $_5 % ouh | _gl=yOiemoty -y looh tv |_uot]
Australian Association of Bush 7om; -| u-loo )bt7=t0%;u Llj_lY]VOtDW'FV Io?zttbm] 0= ]uTvvt-nT7 t-tb
Regenerators. Reserve is a beacon of hope. ’

of|lol;v 10lr-u;7 |o I-m-];l;m]|
| 0;]-m %b|_ - ruo=o0tm7 );ltduedn Talbot's presentation on inputs to highlight successful scenarios

[o otm|uc« O0< u -m7¢< bl _otwdm:(bl|oub-=v )btvomv upl-pelotly;7+1; | ; ubvh o= =t]|tu;
$_; u|_tu lct-_ mv|b]|T]|;=vusingfre’tp rescue coastal grassland decline.

Sinclair then opened our eyes to a =uol v_b=|bm] |o 10-v]|-t |;--n|,lél,<'/i;t tion between

\ oureye _ al conne
global perspective, highlighting spatial lomol1tt|tu;v %-v vblbt-ut«< ¥ Ibéh%'ﬁ} ctice was continued
reasons for the vulnerability of our | v_0%0;7 |_; ro%e;u o= tom| J;Uﬁ.n otu|bl;7 |_: =buv| -1btb|-|ou
grasslands to weed invasion. evidence-based science driving 0= |_: u-vv< t-bmv ;|%o0uh7 %b|_ -
rovb|b”; oT|1oI,vA—ou m'Huft:l'scirla'[ing ana;ysis of how Ecological
$_; lu-mv=oul-]b"; ro% ;u o= ,b|U1rb’b\fn' olltmb|< P ( Q
takeawaySfrom %o ;tt %o-Vv - V|u0m] |_,|, |_U06-mq_ I:'UhV 70m:| %0uh =ou u;vloub

the Grasslands
Resurrection Forum

=v.u ov_t- o7]iv 7i-btiify 0% cvi-url:m]v:
burning native grassland is a win—win
=ou m-|fu; -m7 Otv_=bu; I-

(=v7 -m7 |_;
l-rrbm] |_-| tm7;urbmv |_;17 -u; "°
ads bid"ahd need serious revision to

1. Business as usual has not bv I-r o= - =bu; ;S_-tv|bm éJf‘t‘fértﬁurpose.
0;;m ;mot]_ =ou |l-m< <; within Mt Mercer Grassland while Case ies delved into the details
now. utmmbm] tm1_;1h;7 | _uot] jﬂr’%]uo’rm? bom-lilim|: bmiotm
2. uo|;llbom o= |_; =;% uMhiORAf; %-v - 7;=bmb|b"; Iopﬁ_rlP "ol u-1(bl-t ’1,oto']< i
Ju-vvt-m7v u;l-bmbm} by foth7fub=v -uu-r I-ml;uv=hyimali vy bm Tombjoubm]I7ub";m
"o I-mc o= [_;l -u; ";u< highlighted the increasing nature X . _ - '
X . o Obol-vv I-m-];l;m| =ou rovb|b™;
vulnerable. and social benefits of Traditional : y-
m-ltu; ot|lol;v: $-<tou tm7uc«
3. Lvlou-lbom o= blr-1J57 fv|o7b-mv I-m-]bm] OTmIUa‘etaedoc}ir'efullychosenherbicide

benefits were also strongly evident
in young Kai Lane’s schools-based

v: Ju-vvt-m7 %ouh | _uot]_
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-|lbomv ou]-mbv-|bom:
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grasslands can be achieved
with consistent good
Il-m-];I;m|] o”;u 7;1-7;
Creation of new grasslands
through seed-based
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-rrtb1l-|bom: $bl omm;tt -m7 t;S

7lvem =uol |_; bl<o=)_b|[t;v;-

1°v16jl%ﬁ9”|v_; “bu|t;v o= - 1ollb]]|;7
; rp_? tom]J|;ul %bt7tb=; lomb|oub
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tool to reverse ongoing future. brf-)-thiu=v |-th om J_; 1-tl-u;0fv
0 - . - - = = .
7;1tbm; |_-| Itv] O; mo|_;u |_:l; %-v 1u;-|bm] Yn@og,t, <HJ \z/vtAr.n7v o |__, Ioumbm]|o
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will support grasslands is University of Melbourne, and John e v '
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Woorndoo—Chatsworth Landcare continued opposite page...
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And then there were the Basalt
Buddies, an urban restoration
collective inspiring everyone with their
tales of liberating seeds and the radical
-t|;um-|b~;v |_-] 1-m loObtb
grassroots level.
$_; vhbttv7 %obttbm]m;vv7 -
to protecting the last of our grasslands
%o;Uu; om vV_0%: $_; outl %o
genuinely uplifting. A strong positive
experience to build change.
m7 <;|7 -v bl_-;t 0o77-u7 =uol
bovbv ;lr_-vbv;77 7;1tbm; B
fu Ju-vvt-m7v -u; vrbu-ttb
;S|bmil|bom -v | _;< 0;10l; b
rare and increasingly under pressure.
Policy and funding at the state and
federal level are currently inadequate.
We have a habitat on the verge of
collapse, desperately in need of
viv|-bm;7 Jo";uml;m| -1|bo
O¢< vblmb=bl-m| =tm7bm]: $&
bmvrbu-|bom |o h;;r |_; lol; 8
Jobm] |o rtv_ =ou O;||;¥ot]

-r‘r]u-vv< ryort; -| v|-ttv 7tuvmrGINIABEARU T G

Plant Blindness with Ben Gill

Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a bedief ihigyior to animals
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considered. *

mo =tTm7bm] =ou - tom]J]|;u ) |_ ]_:b
safeguard Western Port Bay. %ooTt7 Oubm]u|bor?;| V;ru“iot”th b bo;u="1Tt
In Bunurong Country, Western bm7tv]juc -m7 Jo™;uml;m| |of( . howyou

ou| -<bv - !-lv-ultbv|;7 %c¢ddrdingte uses of the Bay, protect :lzndgf[thecam ?ﬂ m7|_;
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large-scale infrastructure proposals. We absolutely need renewable energy. e
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of Western Port Bay being gradually
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C Australian Pelicans, Hastings, Western Port Bay, Bunurong CountryDAVE HARKIN

PARKwvatch < JUNE 2026 #304

I;]Tt-u Jb[v ro%e;u otfu %ouh |o
ruo|;1| r-uhv -m7 %bt7tb=; -1u
(bljoub-:

V- -uhv wuol;1|ou7 <otu om]o
vtrrou| _;trv I-h; vfu; m-|tu; _
viuom] "obl; % _;m b]| |I-,;uv lov
$o0 fobm |_; -uhv wuo|;1]|ou
lolltTmb|<7 rt;-v; "bvb]

vnpa.org.au/support/parks-protector
ou 1-tt tvom ¢ —""e ues:

Ol AHC]

PHOTO: MARK WEBBER

PARKvatch < JUNE 2026 #304


https://www.actforwesternportbay.au

NEWSupdates NEWSupdates

Arthurs Seat sold out by Planning Minister Alps at the crossroads — again | . wom:mioryv -ty o ol -

uovvbm] trju-7;: $_bv %ouh O

. . . om | _; 1ollb|l;m|] o= 7;7b1-|;7
JORDAN CROOK, PETER JACOBS Protection of the Victorian Alps has Ir-b]lm:uv7? bmitt7bm] |_: t-|;
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I $&! r1s m] l;ttv:
— & otm)| ==-to -|bom-t -uh %o-Vv )
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bmbv]|;u "om«- bth;mmc u;1l;m|tc advocacy for our alpine areas, ’Vl'h b vV . m‘|- % - b trbm \}s %r pportunity. With logging
approved an application for a roller VNPA has established a Victorian Alps -u(y ml T -ou|-| v \(l)|0#1<u ° ‘?; ave-a stronger foundation
lo-v|;udtbh; tt]; bm u|_tuv ";-] "|-]; uol;1lbom )ouhbm] uotr P(- ?‘m %%O\_H,Tl % 0 h v|,b’tt utqe&gﬁlri and connect protected
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“1|bom u"P”Blaonind and forests, alpine resorts and other land fortheAIps That includes publishing ou lou: bm=oul-]bom om ( 7 1c

[;mtu;v8 -uotm7 ‘:e” Ibttbom| - tbmﬂWM]attheCrossroads mYOU-Tfm josdtah@vnpa.org.au

Environment Acte—ve7 % _bl_|;-mv g c7 1-lr-b]jmbm] |o :
there’s no chance of appeal through vi-tt ;Sr;u| 1ollb|]|;; bv B . . .

: } - ) R~ 9 trbm; |bom t Peter Jadolvs is a retired Chief Ranger
|_: (blfoub-m b"bt -m7 7ibmbv|u-|b"; ]tb7bm] |_bv %ouh? Oubm]d%hcigf]hl? o D o b et orttbetodt ares Sonsultant
Tribunal. This has blindsided the local experience in alpine ecology,
loll b -V %o;tt - - ;to”; u;lu;-|bom7 I-m-J];l;m| -m7
aC?OSSTVriT::torl'i;. v e v.m |Tu COUI_UTVUV";-| "I-]; -uh7 tmTUoRDAN OROQKU<« G ,7T1'||b0m |O Vlu,]m]l_l,m |_’ 1-|r-b]m
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unanswered questions about the concerned locals. I0v| blrou|-m| rfurov;v o= m-|bom-t connections to Country continue
Jo~;uml;m|=v rt-mv -m7 ruol;/{fu -uhv -m7 o|_;u lomv;u"-|bom -u;-v: 7;vrb|; |_; ruo=0fm7 Dblr-1|v o=
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r vim|bl;im|7 r-uh I-m- héylm'rlmb|< 70; vm—| %o-m| |_ JtQ]VIle trls -1 ul_tuv -] -1 i ionshi
rt-mv -m7 :°:m |_: Jo~;uml: hort o . ) { these enduring relationships.

' r@J)'aMeé’dn'ﬁr{cheyrepreparedtoflght -uh rfv_jveom: gf=v_or; |5 ]G C (b;% =uol $_; tt==]0%-u7v | t;-u7 PHLINGAMEGM-t -uh G

policy |satroubllng trend belng shown tooth and nail to stop it, including ourou- |bom lol; o |[_;bu vimv;v -m7
Oc|_; tt-m o j;uml;m|: v]-m7bm] bm =uom| o= 01 ttyendzhia ides where it belongs: the

lol;v |o |_-|:= bin.
$ ; lolltmb|<=v v;m]|bl;m| -m7
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) Bark saving the planet

In a scientific first, researchers at Southern Cross and Monash
universities have uncovered the hidden world of the tiny organisms
living in the bark of trees and how they’re helping combat climate
change.

These microbes ‘eat’, or use, gases like methane and carbon monoxide
for energy and survival, helping to clean the air we breathe. Most
significantly, they also remove hydrogen, which has a role in super-
charging climate change.

The discovery changes how we think about trees. Bark was long
assumed to be largely biologically inert in relation to climate. But these
findings show it hosts active microbial communities that influence key
atmospheric gases. This means trees affect the climate in more ways
than we previously realised A

Read more attheconversation.com/we-discovered-microbes-in-bark-eat-climate-gases- ¢ uo-7Jt;-":7 -r;u0-uh7 - _o|vro| =ou Ibluo0Ob-t
this-will-change-the-way-we-think-about-trees-269612 DANNY MITCHELL/INATURALIST
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Connectivity on hold in the central west

BEN GILL NATURE Bushland Reserve at 984 hectares, $u-7blbom-t %om;uv |o lu;-|; -m7 tooh
"I $ sitting north of the Pyrenees Highway. after the new reserves, including the
17 0SJ uomO-uh =ou;v| 7olbm-{yv p=bvoub]lbm-t rt-1; m-l;v: 1|

landscape, with other rare woodlands that partnership can’t happen until the

$ &" m;v|t;7 -tom] 1u;;hv -m7 - meRereserves are created.
RESERVES'NTHEWAITING VTu"b"bm] |_va"; 0t7 |u;;v:$_; ]OA;Uml;ml -11,r|,7 (

=v ,
Beyond the forested ranges, the u;loll;m7-|bomv bm ‘e‘e: b"; <;-uv
T_UA?; m ; %o m-|b(3m-t r-uhv70Tm| ot;J <u;m;;v -u;- bv lanvlpgislation hasn't followed. These
viTiu-t lomv;ut-lbom r-UBNfedByficultural land. In this cleared -u;m=| lom|;v|;7 t-m7v1-r;v8 |_;u;=v m
7o0E;mv o= m-tTu; u;vi UV FURY Y 4ir-7 victt usviutv -uileveshm] loll;ulb-t bm|;u;v|: );=";

(blloub-m m~buoml;m|-t vygywl: THAC said these refuges been pushing for these forests to be
otmilbt=v P( Q ‘ee— ;m|u-rtu§;b

m~;v|b]-|bom _-"; 0;;m ruoit: VD'{:; “bl-t tbmhy 0;f%;;mr ol Liffurv ruolby;7: r
t: ]o 10l; bm[o ;==:1] bm Elao alches of forest. . The 18 central west bushland reserves

they'll bring long-awaited protection Most are currently uncategorised are still waiting. ’
for habitats and wildlife. But 18 rrotbl t-m7 %b|_ mo =oul-t ruol;1lbom: EE =
Otv_t-m7 u;v;u™;v u:loll;m78z:pmu: _ol; |[o I-m« _-0b|-[v9 u-vv«

the Mount Cole-Pyrenees area have Joo7t-m77 oS uomoO-uh ou;New Minister for

o

been left in the lurch. Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland, A
$ :c=u: vi-||:u:7 -1uovv =- ILb;r;nlltbm; U-vve )oo7t-m77_!br-m-mb uom | ,m |
1otmiuc 0;]%;:;m Ir_b|_;-u;QU:VI7 u-vve uc oupvf -m7 ;-] <
“01-7 :8$lom -m7 -Irtot]._: u< ou;v|: $_;<=u; -tvo _ol;i]o I-m« . g
Together, they cover around 1,081 |_ui-1im;7 rt-m|v -m7 -mbl-tv: Lo
hectares of forest and woodland. The unprotected forests are spread : ) $
ov| -u; vI-tt9 su o= |_; sv -ulyomv f- f- )tuutm] -m7 -vE;um $&! '$
_51l)-u;v ou vi-tt;u: $_; v|-m7et| otmjuc: $_; Jo";uml;m]
:S1;rlbom bv |_; t;mlom- olgVlb]||;7 |o r-u|m;ubm] %b|_ [ nver
Erdogan,

MP for

Northern

Metropolitan

Region

oy Victorians expect our

Minister for

m-buomi;m|: leaders to act.

r-?'ff’]'i'”.z'ié”ifz??i'_'é”s”%f?:?'im' Together, we can
\;/nci[;bSgn*ll_;;mllorr;]:r:c}tlb%mo;||_°/jm;;m make the ObViOUS

$otubvl -m7 -fou “;m|v7 07| . . |
| :u; u;l-bmv - 1lom=tb1]| %b]|_ : b|

fl700u !;1u;-|bom7 % _bl_ bv ”“pOSSl e to Ignore
t-u];tc tt-m o";uml;m| 107; =ou

hunting and fishing.

If those two areas weren't already
strange bedfellows, he’s also the

I[bmbv|;u u;vromvbOt; =ou -vbmo7
-lbm] -m7 btftou !;]ftt-|bom:

); %o;tlol; |_; Ilbmbv]|;u Jo |_;
portfolio. But we're concerned.
)b|_ omt< =b"; lom|_v |o |_; v|-|;

election, a reshuffle at this stage
[-¢ mo| 007; %;tt =ou m-|tu;
being given a high priority.

C Location of the 18 bushland reserves [MAP BY BLAKE NISBET
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OURcampaigns

V ictoria’s forests, oceans and
grasslands are incredible. The

ISN'T P
OBVIOUS 2=

%obt7tb=; | _-| 7;r;m7 om |_;| 7;v;u”;
proper protection. Yet the safeguards

[;-m]| |o tooh -=|;u | _;I -u; 0;bm]
,uo7;7: | [_; "suclolm]| |_;<=u;

m;;7;7 lov |:_
The solutions are obvious. Together,

%; 1-m |I-h; |_; o0"botv - u;-tb]«:
End Maintain More
loophole expert fisheries
logging advice officers

Loopholes are letting native Axing independent advice Fewer fisheries officers means
forest logging continue will leave nature without less protection for marine life

“I-]: Jo~:uml:m| ruolbv:v o SRfeguards and habitats
to]]Jbm] _-7; O;;m Ouoh;m: o®r: epil|joub-m m-buoml;m|-tbv_;ub;v o==bl;uv v-=;]t-u7 otu

logging continues to destroy forests vv;vvli;m| otmlbt -m7 -ubkmubm; r-uhv7 <;| |_;<="; 0;;m
rightacrossVictoriaunderdiﬁerent -m7 o-v|-t otmilbt7 h;< |o 11| O< lou; |_-m _-t= bm |_; r-v]|
guises. protecting habitats and holding <;-u: mvr;l|lbomv _-7; rttll;|;77
Already stressed by past logging, JoT;uml;m| -110fm|-0t;7 _-":m7 momJlolrtb-m1; bv ubvbm]7
=bu;v -m7 1tbl-|; 1_-m];7 | beenaxed. Independent advice has threatening coastal health.

habitats are being pushed toward O;;m u;lo™;7: ) _;m |_;v; "0bdM ot :m=oul;l;m|7 I-ubm; r-uhv
collapse. These forests can recover, 7bv-rr;-u7 7-1-1bm] 7;1bvbonhv,_fTV| tbm:;v om - I-r: ): m;:7

follow. These strong voices for
nature should be restored.

if loopholes are closed. lou; o==bl;uv om |_; %-|;u |o tooh

ot|] =ou l-ubm; %bt7tb=;:

C JORDAN CROOK, MEGHAN LINDSAY C CAM SUTTIE C NIKOLAY TCUGULIEV, ELODIE CAMPRASSE
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Together, we've achieved lasting  Achieved stronger protection for ); -1_b;";7 |_;v; rovb|b™; otf|lol
ot|lol;v =ou m-[tu; bm (bl|ou®l70= (bl|loub-=v lov| |_ forsatme Because we banded

[tfumbm] 1olltmb|< Toml;um Bmikes. together.

tangible protection for the landscapes . -

i el e (e, Wt « Influenced better nature laws, );="5 vlorr;7 7-1-1; 0;=o0u;: );=";

> Saues ey End S el policies and planning decisions. V_0%m |_-| % _;m lolltmb|b;v -
nature wins.

r-uhv -luovv (bljoub-: * Helped stop or reshape
e :mr-u|l o= |_; lu;-|bom o=bmupmiorub-|; 7;7;torl;m|v bm -m7
m-|bom-t r-uhv -m7 v-m1|t-ardund protected areas.

the
solutions

are
OBVIOUS!

Safeguard Protect
our parks from
grasslands development

Donate now to
help us make the
obvious impossible
to ignore.

Threatened grasslands aren’t
being protected growing pressure from

Victoria’s native grasslands are development

-lom] fv|u-tb-=v lov| |[_u;-[ifMy%-uhv v_ott7 rt| m-|tu;
habitats, yet they continue to =buv|: +;| %;-h 0o";uvb]_| -tto%Vv
0; 7;v|uo<;7 % _bt; ruolbv;77:~:torl;m|v tbh; |_; u|_tuv ";-]
protections are delayed. luge inside protected areas.

-1h o= -1|bom bv |_u;-[;mbfide prdjdrt &t Arthurs Seat

Victoria's parks are under

%0bt7tb:;: |:V |b|, %O; ruor;l'.llt_(l; -uh ]O;V - =77 ;";u( r-uh
protect the last 0.5 per cent of bv -] ubvh: -uhv ruo|;1]:7 =uol
Ju-vvt-m7v [_-] u;l-bm -1luowv~:torl;m| -u; r-uhv |_-| |_ub~;
Victoria.

for generations.

P

S

C JORDAN CROOK, ADRIAN MARSHALL C PRAMOTE POLYAMATE, JORDAN CROOK
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Relics of the
Ice Age lost to a
planning loophole

BEN GILL NATURE

BEFORE AFTER

How the clearing happened  70%m -m7

-uhv (bl|oub- 1-tt;7 b| |

%0 -u= "b (Acacip- | | Where things stand
_ nanpdealbata)Vulnerable under state ) sm |_: 1t:-ubm] v|-ul:77 1ollt

- rr?bln?]j t-%v7 % ;u; vli-v_;7:

"o -1;70m ;loub-t uovv (b;% % [;10;uv ]-]_;u;7: -uhv (bl|oub-

(s Lbmv|-[;1;m| uof;1]: $_; rb[MmOo%e.yFlv -| ofm| -1;70m g="Sh1;uv %-um;7 |_;I |_;< 1lott
CAMPAIGNER, vbirt;9 u;lo™; [u:;v |o u;v|o Rdanedgyer thousands of years to arrested. Between 60 and 70 people
s (%" lo |_; ;loub-t uovv: ); u;vrjapVv lotm|-bm7 |_bv ;t;"-|b med dotheéslopes below the trees.

$ & $ |_bv blrou|-m|7 _;ub|-]; tbviQils. Affeqfire, they resprout slowly Tl -=l;u |_;< t;=|7 t-|; om - ub

! ) + $ $$ 1 l:loub-t: m7 |_; =ou;v| th ba4odulafhy O-v;v7 u;lo™;uc |-=|;umoom |_; I-1_bm;v %o U =t

¢ ¢! ="1 "t should also be respected. ilz%&ih};ae;ilévcl;\;e;cjvgr;inc_l;usi;r;c\é hbtt;??opunr]nlkfrr:;j]binbulg T:]OTvn:Jl bOTtll'%lel{7
) ! f—.’mlo_lLIJLTb(lb(lrlz\aB’_7_?rtlbh7—tr81983AshWednesdayfires. Now u;l-bmbm] |u;; v|Tlrv % ;u; robv

Macedon Ranges Shire Council to ©lZie=us Jomi: m7 -ttou;l-bm Binigughing any possibility of
I =75 05im Jo |_; vilib] o= otm]| clear forest, they received over 60 have been poisoned. resprouting.

-1;7om I-mc|bliv: $_; om|-m; =oul-t 00f;1|bomv: ofmibttoulvlis:b]lt7-ubm] |Jooh rt-1Thif degiryction sets avery poor
u-vvejoort-m7 Tr|_su;7 7olbm-137 gy _j-bmv| m-|tu; ruol;1{bomor-Bivuoolv bm ‘ee* %oblUifid Ml );="; -vhi7 |_; t-mml
0¢ "mo% (Haalyptus pauciflora), and voted 6-3 against the clearing. rt0tbl o==v;| ou lolrtb-m 1 Mipisiesipprovide reasons for her
bv mo| tbh; % _-| <ot =bm7 bm [_; -trbm; (g . . .1 - ndlecision. We've referred the clearin

. = . .y -uhv (blloub- -rr;-t;7 Jo ( $0 $°mh7ou;v] bu; -m-];1;nf , 9
_b]_lofmluc<: [=v vol;|_bm] v|ju-m];u L (b1]Bub- Lolrt;|;tc 7:v|uo«;7inder federal nature laws. We've

and older. Lowland Ice Age relics,

survivors of a population that once

viu;|1_;7 =-u lou; %b7;t< -luovv
tv|iu-tb-7 0;=o0u; |_; 1tbl-]; %-ul;7
and their range contracted.

tv] ' _;1|-u;v o= |_; 1olltmb]«
u;l-bmv bm 1;m|u-t -m7 % ;v]|;um
Victoria. Mount Macedon and one

7bv|-m| r;-h bm |_; u-lrb-mvF
-ub%o;u7: "mo% tlv tb™; bm o|_;u
places in the west, but not in a plant

lolltmbl|<« tbh; |_bv7 % _bl_ I|-h;v b]
;7ym lou; blrou|-m]:

In April 2026, a big patch of the

u;l-bmbm] lolltmb|<« %-v 7;v|juo«;7:

A lil-bmv o= "mo% Tlv -| |BENGADM G

); -lhmo%et;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv r-u| o= |_;
. tTm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-t t-m7v -m7 %o-|;uv
ﬁk\ of the Wurundieri, Dja Dja

"\“”“X; Wurrung & Taungurung and

— A —~> recognise their ongoing role
o~ in caring for Country

unexpectedly, they abandoned the L
-rr;-t -m7 |ooh - lolrt;|;tc 7bEHEOSRlplitc u:” _;1]-u;v bm
r-|_: m -< ‘e"7 | _;<-vh;7 | 51_ 1t;-ubm] v|-1hv om |or

Planning Minister to have the project ou - lolltmb|c o= ftv| ‘e

% ubllj_;{pnjo | ;s m;% m~buoml;m
mbv|iu Jo. -vh =ou - Obm7bm]
r(isfp_r tr\gr} plan‘and a biodiversity

— 5 );="; -tvo %oub]||;m |o -1

declared a State Project. Under this [_-] -11fIft-|bom byv ;ébVI;fTeEq_-l}}d'Jb_'v bi= S:1t|b~: 7:l-m
pathway, standard planning rules don’t ) L ¢ louu:1| :"‘u< rt0tbl 7o01tl:
apply. Council isn't consulted and the ~ False heritage justification I__ | Ibvu: rul; vim|v |_: _:ub]|-];

lolltmb]< ];lv mo v-< Here’s where it gets even worse. registration.

Macedon Ranges Shire Council Throughout the whole process — in What happened at Mount Macedon is

wasn't even told the application had _s;bu lolltmb]|< =-1] v_;;|v7atestof what nature protection laws

O;;m 1-7;: $_; -rrtbl-[bom V4[] % 81%:0vb|;7 -m7 ru;vil-Olt-mnd%| ;m - Jo~;uml;m]| -];m1lc<
t-mmbm] bmbv|;u "om<-  bAB|¥ERbN ©PHE Planning Minister decides they're inconvenient. The

m;-utc|;m lom|_v: | % -V -ridogfhy (blloub- 1t-bl:7 |_;qbhyelib%mtt r;ul;-|; %;tt 0;<om

in April 2026, under laws designed Heritage Register listing of the ~ |_bv lotm]|-bm:

for hospitals and freeways, not the N b -

loub-t uovv u;ttbu;7 "b;%vito%-u7
7;viutl|bom o= u-u; rt-mj| 1|\Qé|b&m_|b;v:

Twelve days later, the chainsaws
started.

Heritage Victoria, who're responsible

for that heritage listing, said the
registration doesn’t protect or even

What was deStrOyed reference views. The National Trust

$ u;; %;;hv 0;=0u; %ouhv vo=u|f¥fu-tb- P(blloub-Q bm

Alpine Ash (Eucalyptus delegatensis) u;"b;%;7 |_; v-1; 701tl;m|v

forests were listed as an Endangered u;-1_;7 |_; v-1; Tomlttvbo

lolltmb]< Tm7;u =;7;u-t m- |rleas wertcleared for a heritage K

In what followed, Alpine Ash were cut obligation that doesn't exist.

.
g
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A NEW CAMPAIGN IS forests, fish, fauna, funding and feral -0otbv_;7: ruolbv; ttbh;|t< 7;=;
$ species. Another project approved without
! I nong $ : 1-lr-b]m % ;0vb|; 701t Ibeader planning for nature..
REVEALSSHANNON O'A U e S-1 rt;v =uo | -1 uo v vindividually, each decision can
HURLEY. NATURE Vlctorla,W|thneW|s§uesadded vi;l |;1_mbl-t: $0];|_;u7 |_;< |;t
- : | as they happen. It gives people a It1_ 0b]];u v|ou<: (bl]oub-=v m
' $ : clear way to see what'’s happening, ruol;l|bom vcv]|:l bv 0;bm] v]|;-7

rTV_ 0-1h7 -m7 _0t7 7,1bv%(p'mh],m,7
ol;]_bm] viju-m]; bv _-rr;mbmywdo -11lotm|: $_; lou; "bvbOt;

Victorian politics. Il_-_I r Uh; Vt\wl TdU ; 0;1o0l;v 0;=0ouCdhnrimitments for nature

m r-r;u7_ @ -wimlp |6 Wsa |'€.E.ﬁ%lﬂp]t ° a.r erltlstmgn.ore. _Ahead of the 2026 election, the
about protecting nature. They wrote [or |_#1h;u< bv om; r-u| o= r fee is calling for six clear
the Biodiversity 2037 policy, a %o b7;u 1-lr-blm bm [_; t;-731'ﬁlf§ 'Tfa,” gg X
Wo-71-1 o vior |_: 7;1tbm; o® rdOmyv? u v|-1; ;t;1[bom: HqITPIITmIv , .
-mbl-tv -m7 =tm]b: 1] vbmi.; Lthrzb]lm Jo;v 0;<om7 -me Enahnative forest logging on public
l;-mbm]=tt -1|bom _-v 7% bimitEtive.7 -m7 and private land by closing the
bm I-mc 1-v;v7 %;="; Jom; OcRhPoubZmyv =ou -|tu; %btt \)QgﬂhqlgsthathaveIetltcontlnue.
tm7bm] bv 0;bm] 1t|: -]t uengage people who care about nature  « Create Melbourne’s grassland
protection agencies are being 0t] I-< mo| <;| u;-tbv; |_; vi-tu;9/ ;v -m7 |_; u;l-bmbm] 1;n
_0tto% ;7 ot|: om]Jruolbyv; whats wéoing. As well as those west conservation reserves that
r-uhv _-"; v|-tt;7: oor_ot;v%ou_;o]'\; O;;m %ouhbm] |bu;t;vyt<‘;:@;um ruolbv;7 -m7 u;l-bm
allowing logging and land clearing <¢;-uv -m7 -u; u;-7< o vi; |;-nmuhdelveiet.
to continue. Grasslands are being change. « "blmb=bl-m|tc bmlu;-v; =tm7|

0ttt70&;7: bv_j;ub;v o==b1l,uv_-
r-uh u-mj];uv -u; 7bv-rr;-ub
[-fou bm7tv|ub-t ruof;1|v r
%ob|_ot]| |_; tom]Jd|;ul rt-m
desperately needs.

Policy loopholes, funding cuts and
Ouoh;m ruolbv;v -u; ttb;|tc|f
nature protection.

-=|;u m-|bom-t r-uhv:

» Expand and connect the existing
r-uhv bm |_; ;m|u-t b]_t-m7v
-v| brrvt-m77 vtrrou| l;u-t7
bmh -m7 -vv;vv ;-v|;um (bl]o
=ou;v|v =ou molbm-|bom -v - ¢
World Heritage site.

* Partner with and resource Traditional

Ab0|dappr0ach %om;uv |0 t;-7 om |_; I-m-];1l;r
) restoration and care of Country,

MUdCh ?r‘: wha(;‘s h_?ﬁpt‘?n'”ﬁ 9\‘/’_&:’ _ lands and water, including new

under the radar. That's why Victorians : . _ . i -m-

for Nature has banded together. The stakes are hlgh :?;’_t\.lhomlzr Ul <me FyOus toi

It's a growing alliance of nature blloub- bv -tu;-7<|_; lov t;-u;

oul]-mbv-|bomv -m7 1o|ITmbsgtate}!noAtjstvalia.Thousandsclf l_%_b_v_ -Ir-'b]m_ sl ,fTVl ~0oft]

calling for stronger nature protection. rt-m|v7 -mbl-tv7 =tm]b -m 7'9€NHEYNa ypats going wrong. It's

As part of this broader effort, the threatened with extinction. Experts -0ot] 0fbt7bm] |_; lolim|t] |o =

-ttb-m1: -v t-tm1 :7 - 10||cprf\t1irw|e(towarn that current laws are Across the state, Victorians for Nature

IoObtbvbrﬁ] 1-Ir-b]r?1 %o b|_ - fgjlmg 2o halt declines. bv ;m]-]bm] lolltmb]|b;v bm m;}

v[-1:1;m|9 ]"|ordh;u<]: The end of native forest logging $_uot]_ =btl viu;;mbm]v7 tol-t

+:v7 |_; m-1; bv ottm|: $_; Vbt &fm vl-uh;7 - |fumbm]- WMol ylr-blm t-Tml_;v bm hicu

bv |_; robm|: $_; 7bvloI:olﬁ‘fVaﬁ@r??-OPPPUU”'WtO supported by a clear and a(.:cessmle.: .

| ;151 _-mbvl %: m;;7 |o Lff;ul-m;m[t< ruo|;1] =ou;v|v Wbl 1-Ir-b]lm 7;vb]lm;7 |o u;-

through the noise, and to reach new give habitats a chance to heal. beyond the traditional audience.

r;ort;: bvlol=ou| I;-mv -||;rﬁ‘\b|d_n'7:7 to_or_ot;v_u;I-bm7$-£t;0.%pbm\] vblrt;9 0tbt7 - lo™;l;1

[|:m|bom I;-mv 1lom~;uv-|b Ryetive practices to continue | _-|=v blrovvbOt; |[o blmou;:

$_; m-I; u;=t;1|v - t;7;t o= Il RO U ESE: Because our elected leaders are the

frustration that's been building for | 5 v-1; [bI;7 ruolbv;7 m; %ndsWibcan fix this. They can put

<;-uv: -u|lbltt-ut< -lom] |_@n¢reserves —including Melbourne’s  nature on the priority list. And they'll

% 0="; vr;m| 7;1-7;Vv % ouh®grjwgded grassland reserves — r-< -||;m|bom b= ;mot]_ o= tvt

secure protections that are now usl-bm 7:t-<;7 % _bt; _'0b|'|h3thT%Lb|mT|;;V Vrilb-tt< %eb|_ -m :

being steadily eroded. And it will cut to be destroyed. om |_; " oubEom: -

through to reach beyond the usual Y_-] I-h;v |_bv lol;m]| r-ulbltt-ute —

voices. loml;umbm] bv |_-| |_; 7-1-};

v uot; bv vblirt;9 |o 7o1tl;RMYMml71ol@gm] =uol - vbm]t;
of| |_; toor_ot;v7 0-1h=tbrv/7 PMRPHmM] [=v _-rr;mbm] b
1t|]v -m7 Ouoh;m ruolbv;v tmYtuI6MBMLT] _suit  v_it7;
nature protection in Victoria — across there. Scientific advisory bodies




trbm; $u;; NGK]JCEMANNAE
A sviutl|bom o= |_u;-|;m;7 %bt7tb=
omt< hmo% m -u;- o= Ibluo_-0b|-| v_
three Pseudemoiavhbmhv P|% 0 0= % _b1l_
ofm| of_-1 trbm; INC&CIEBANN

t-];v] 7;vjutl|bom Pv|btt t
| _bv <;-uQ bm oftm]| o|_-I
Resort destroyed habitat not only for

Paving paradise: o i
put Up parking lots

vim|or< P|[% o0 ou lou; vr;1b;
| _; v-I; Ibluo_-0b|-|Q 0;]|%o;
Pseudemoiavhbmhv7 |% 0 0= %o
threatened. Such areas are critical to
evolutionary relationships. The area
destroyed is the only location where

| _bv u;t-|[bomv_br %-v hmo
tragic loss.

The client is pleased, nature
is not

These losses are preventable. In

a biodiversity crisis, it's not only

essential that the best expertise

-m7 bm=oul-|bom bv vot]_|
consequences of habitat destruction -
bl=v I-m7-];7 0¢ t-%: "|- IE t- %oV

NICK CLEMANN, fl-mv 7;r;m7 om o]|_;u tHdd before we start. In other words, Viilb=< <|_: 0:v]| ru- 1|b1 Ot r%]] 1omvb7;u;7: tO0botv
" I "$7 beings. And those beings the health of wildlife in one area is brr;:oul-|b5;n u:t:*-m| o 0bo7 1 L]t omv=7 Vi1_ -v
l$ + 03 essential to our existence in turn dependent on the health of wildlife in bv ]b™;m <ruor;u 1omvb7;u- %L:Yp vol; -mbl-tv |-«
| rely on other beings. We're all other areas. an decisi'on or roces’s involvin cuslollm7;7: $_; -ttd
’ ( $! 7 interconnected strands in the web of thr)éatenedwildlige That includeg Otf] tmb™;uv-ttc 1om7;Im;7
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Unwanted Visitors

with Feral Beryl

South African Weed
ul b7

SOTI_ =ub1l-m );; 7(Disalbracfeata); h -
") ;-v|[= bv -m bm~-vb";

ou <$_; r;vl -1uovyv
IT1_ o= vof|_;um (bljoub-7 "ot|_ tv|u-tb- -m7

Y;vl;um tTv]u-tb-7 -m7 bm|o $-vI-mb-:
Who invited them?
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-v -m oum-I;m]|- -ut< u;lou7v 7-|; —gob “tiom|_-11b :-]_t-m7C" ) %b|_[t0:uv

near Albany, WA, the late 1980s around Adelaide,
the early 1990s in western Victoria and 2005 in
$-vli-mb-:

| MEGHAN LINDSAY | JOHN DELPRATT
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with her daughter at
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What drew you to support VNPA? \/
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of invading habitats at very high densities. As an Evictina overstavin uests . T - . o e 9 ht-
tTm%-m|;7 ]T;v|7 b| v;;lv Jo 0; ";u< 1ol=ou % ying g How do you use your professional and )ailﬁ-’|ti)(;\c/)TbrrL:’| 7Ib_L:nb7n.12nL—m’]+,’_trtnO]é;J7$ bbtﬁz)mt]
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ion i Totuv:7 | =)t _<vbil-t ;==ou| 0= u:lo"bm] -tt rt-m|v =uo %ou|_ u;l;10;ubm] |_; blrou|-m]| uot; (  _-v
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potential spread to New and even the careful application the private and public sectors, so | bring experience in -um -00t| |_; ou]-mbv-7om=
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In Victoria, it grows readily bm; b|-0tc 1om]-1] -m7 hbtt m;-u0« r-ufmiubm] o _:tr virroul viu-l:lb1 7; 1bv lo 0;1ol; I;10;uv ou 7omou
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space for further invasion. ;uvom-tt<7  to”; vr;m7bm] ZI; bm m- |‘ru IZI
hat as tlme in nature taught you?

[-|]v o= |bm«7 bm7;r;m7;m|7

tuberous seedlings around m; robm| o= “fttm;u-0btb|< bv |_;

annually-replaced tuber. Research

[-|tTu; rt-m]v: $_;v; t-u]; . : i
I-|v -u; 0-7 m;%vVv =ou m-|b"; is underway to find out if a contact
hbtt m;-u0« m-|b”™; rt-m|vQ % btt vjor

A rosette of purple-tinged

t;-";v vruot| =uol - 7oul-m| the invaders photosynthesising

and creating new tubers.

[TO;u bm t-|; t|tIm |Jo Ib7J
Jbm|;u: $_; I-m«<J=to%o;u;7 There's a further, fascinating
v|];lv 7;7;tor 7tubm] "rubm]?7 [-m-];l;m| 1olrtbl-|]bom: m -
%o b|_ lov| v;;7v 7bvr;uvbm] restored native grassland in south-
Pbm vot|_J%;v]|;um (bl]oub-7 -] %o;Vv]|;um (bljoub-7 ") Juo%ov
t;-v]|Q bm ;-ut< |[o Ib73"TII;u: with dense colonies of beautiful
Each plant is capable of -lb™; "tm  (Thelpriiva
ruo7tlbm] I-mc¢|_ofv-m7v spp.). A difficult challenge to

o";ulol;7 %b|_ lou; u;v;-ul_

of tiny, wind-dispersed
seeds, which can be readily needed.

“-ubotv v|GARRYGRENCH

") -l

*This edition's Feral Beryl is John Delpratt, Honorary (Fellow), University of Melbourne
and Project Officer, Woorndoo Chatsworth Landcare Group
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encouraging others to appreciate and protect Victoria’s
m-zom-t r-uhv -m7 %bt7tb=;:

If you were hosting an international visitor to
Victoria, where would you take them?
$ . -m7:mom] !-m]:v L mo| ftv| 0:1- TVV\gwlaI\goyourfpvounteseasontogetlnto
th*;7 0f] 0:1-tv; b|=v vt1l_ - 0:-tz=tt ;RAWYE?0= m-|tu;
and wildlife in Victoria. “;uc< v;-vom4

v-t
[ Tu;

7 1
bv

_-| bl 7o0;v %oom7;uv |0 r_<vbl-t _
|_-| | _; 0om7 0;|%;;m _tl-m -m7 m-
bmvzim1lz~;:

Little Desert Biolink Planting Weekend

A dedicated Landcare team is organising a planting weekend near Dimboola
on 20-21 June. The aim is to plant 3,000 trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.

Join us for a great weekend of planting camaraderie. Camping is available
onsite. Lunch and bbq dinner catering will be provided. It will be great to see
you there!

For more info, please contact Jonathan Starks jstarks@hindmarsh.vic.gov.au
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Sweet no
more

MIA KLEIN EXPLAINS THE
Losr s
"& ! P

or decades, Sugar Gliders were considered C Krefft's Glider, Woods Bushland Reserve, Bunurong Country, VICROG STANDEN

one widespread but singular species. In 2020,

u;v;-ul_;uv =uol _-ut;v -u%bm &mb~;uvb|< tooh;7

at the genetics and physical traits of over 300

gliders and discovered clear genetic splits and

subtle visual differences. As a result, they’'ve been

split into three different species: Sugar Gliders

(Petaurus brevicepspavanna GlidergPetaurus ariel)

and Krefft's Gliders (Petaurus notatus).

u;==|=v tb7;uv -u; |_; lov] lollom -m7 -u;
=0tm7 -luovv (bl|loub-: $_;< tooh “;u< vblbt-u |o
"t]-u tb7;uv Ot| _-"; - 7-uh;u v]ubr; om |_; |or

of their bodies and a fluffier tail. Savanna Gliders
live in northern Australia and stand out with

M-uuo0% ;u7 lou; robm|;77 vttbuu;tJtbh; =-1;v -m7
thinner fur.

u;==|=v tb7,uv -u; m-1;7 -=|;u ,u-u7 u;==|7 -
;ul-mJ fTv|u-tb-m ®ooto]bv| -m7 =oul;u ftv]|u-tb-m
fv;fTl 1fu-|Jou: ; 1lott;1];7 |_; Itv;tl

vr;1bl;m o= |_; ]Jtb7;uv -m7 % -v -m ;-utc< "ob1l; o=
%o-umbm] |_-| tuor;-m v;||t;I;m] %0tt7 |_u;-|;m
tviu-tb-=v %bt7tb=;: % -umbm] |_-|=v 1o0l; |o r-vv:

This discovery has also reshaped nature protection.

What was once considered a single, secure glider G "t]-u tb7;u7 -lool0-7 _-ut] -m7 ftm7tm]ABENAMINM[u<7 ") G
bv mo% vrtb|: $ut; "ft]-u tb7;uv _-"; - IT1_

vl-tt;u u-m]; |_-m ru;"botvtc |_ot]_|7 tblb|;7 |o

the coastal forests of south-east Queensland and

into New South Wales. They face growing threats

=uol _-0b]-] 7;v|jutl]lbom7 tu0-m ;Sr-mvbom -m7

_-0b]|-] =u-]I;m|-|bom: $_u;-|v -Irtb=b;7 0« |_;
devastating 2019-2020 bushfires.

"blbt-ut«<7 "-"-mm- tb7;uv =-1; |_;bu 0% m v;|

of challenges across the wooded savannas of

mou|_;um ftv]u-tb-: ;u-t 1-|v7 -t|;u;7 =bu; u;]lbl;v7

and widespread habitat destruction continue to

%ou;-h _-"0l:

mtbm; 7-|-0-v;v tbh; |_; (bl]Joub-m bo7b”;uvb|«
|t-v -m7 b -|tu-tbv| -u; 1-]2_bm] tr %b|_ |_; m-I;

1 -m];v7 %b|_lov| tr7-|bm] r-v| vb]_|bm]v bm
Victoria to Krefft's Gliders.

;S| |bl; <ot Jo vro|tb]_|bm]7 v;; b= <ot 1-m vro]
otu m;%t< m-1;7 =tt==<J|-bt;7 Jtb7;u v;-ul_bm] =ou
sweet tree sap in the canopy.

Mia Klein is a NatureWatch student placement
studying science at the University of Melbourne
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THE 1000 STEPS TRAIL IN
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restoring native plants,

tbh; Ju;-];u -m7 0;]|;ud
connected habitat plus

benefits for wildlife,

waterways and people.

-tom] %b|_ ub;m7v o=
Werribee Gorge and
om] ou;v]| -tt;;7

Moorabool Landcare
i[%ouh?7 b=|;;m $u;;v7
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C-uv7 Bacchus Marsh Lions

Club and Victorian

Mobile Landcare Group.
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iconic destination for our
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and this planting day

ou lou; |_-m

G row West is inviting the the Grow West annual
1oIITmb|< |O fobm blV IT].le‘Flt'F’rAn'gh rt-m|bm]
annual planting day, bringing people days have supported
across the region together to restore landscape restoration

and protect nature west of Melbourne. habitat connectivity and

JOSH DYKGRAAF
$_; 's'urt-m|bm] 7-< bv |-hhadrerdtedvardship. The

the beauty of nature, and also bringing

: _ * 1" $ awareness to issues and threatened
=uol —9'¢-1 |0 “Qeerl om "1 mJ026 event attracted is a fantastic way for | " wildlife | care about.
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Melbourne and Ballarat. habitats. Council. $ $ & $+ lo -Obl"l. 7:vlutl|bom7 0tPeb 1tbl-|; ' -
Not only will planters enjoy the fun of <); -u; bmilu;7b0t< ruot7 |oLonpemirbm] -tom]vb7; uo% );v| -m7 change and our waste practices.
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and a chance to plant and water 3,500  r-y|b1lbr-m|v7 =uol bm7b"b 70cathigdiversiy and,ensure our I r o|o]_u-r -tt hbm7v o= |-I;/la)bl-<t'7:d-]]“1v_’-m7 b’mvrbu-lbom ’-v 0 'm
native seedlings on the day. lo lolltmblc Juotrv7 7;lomvPdM §-m7 u;viu™v usl-bm _;-t[_« =0U |75+ | - m7 7b]b|-ttc u;lolroy; ;bitbM® -m7 -mbl-tv =otm7 m;-u0< bm
$_bv <;-u=v rt-m|bm] -blv [o_o%d vimjom]tc |_; 1olltmb]|« fulyre ggnerations. - m;% =oul: -1_ bl-]; bv hbm@g®om] !-m];v -m7 +-uu- !'-m];v
the value of native plants and the restoring habitat connectivity across olltmb]|« I;l10;uv o= -tt -];v -m7 hyper-collage, requiring 40-100 hours m-|bom-t r-uhv:
tom]J|;ul of|lol;v |_;v; rt-ntHikbedutiful region, said Grow West -0btb|b;v -u; ;mlotu-];7 |o |-h; r-u]: 0 I-h;7 %b otv-m7v o= f-¢:
support, such as greater and better- Coordinator, Lindy MacRaild. Tools, plants and guidance will be Ilhotoshop. - - Iiobe:l{?’pf%s?or;éhatt) Lc:v:to;r.]?;u:[e:. lc -17b:m1:
connected habitat across the Grow West is hosted by Melbourne provided on the day, as well as lunch ¢ 1u:-|b”: ruol:vv bv - to| thi: o% %o; | bmh -’OOT,l 0 e %o;,
landscape. Additionally, the initiative Jliu oy AL tim om- ) uisuiv_limjv: 11017 %-|1_bm]: bh: mo|blpm-1| %b|_ otu ;m buomi;m| bm vol;
-blv Jo _b]_tb]_| |_; O;m;=b[y|05yb|< P Q =ou |_; ou| _bttbr t;-";v o=|;m _-"; - vblbt-u VyiEtt %o-<7 | _-[=v - _t]; %bm:
and Western Port region. CMAs -m7 =oul |o =;-|_;uv7 ou |_-| -} vi-t; — -
deliver land, water, and wildlife Otv_t-m7 om - _bttvb7; 1-m/t
ruoju-lv |_uot]_ot| (bl|loub- =tu: ov|] o= Il«<votul; I-];u

=oftm7 ou r_o|olu-r_;7 %o_blt
O0tv_%o-thbm]:

Nature is the central focus and
bmvrbu-|bom bm l< %ouh?
-rru;lb-|bm] -m7 blOtbm] - t

1h oot: 71 bv tol.3 bThe 2026 planting day will be

’ |m° ‘}°m‘1];’7;|7— |ﬁ_7°b 2’;;[‘1 d f\;’(—;‘uﬂed)iﬁ partnership with the

“and waters of the Wurundjeri Moorabool Shire Council, with funding
and recognise their ongoing virrou| =uol ollfmb|< -mh

role in caring for Country Bacchus Marsh. VNPA is a partner

)

Bin Chickerv 1olrovb|; o= ut00bv_ =ofm7 om
viu;;|v7 bm |_; =oul o= -m tv|u-tbh-m )_b
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_ A Ycr;u=;t7 -|bom-JOHNWMILLER Malleefow! | PETER ROWLANBE

) (" $ (! 1™ 1 "s
"$ % F"7) $ ! "
I & I'$ Te + I
<r;u=;t7 -|bom-t -uh bv - rt-1; o=r;-1;7 lom|u-v]|v7
Oubttb-m| v|-uu< vhb;v -m7 %bt7tb=;: (bl|joub-=v | _bu7Jt-u];v]|
m-|bom-t r-uh?7 b| ruo|;1|v -m ;S|;mvb~; -u;- o= I-tt;;: | -tvo

_-v t-h; 0;7v Plov|tc 7u«cQ7 57 tlv -m7 %Db7; or;m vr-1;v:

$ ; r-uh bv =-lotv =ou b|v Obu7v7 bml1lttf7bm] u;l-uh-0t; lotm7J
building Malleefowl! (Leipoa ocellata).

01-[;7 om )o|foO-tth otm|u<7 |_; r-uh bv 10JI-m-];7 %b]|_

the Barengi Gadjin Land Council Aboriginal Corporation.

$_; r-uh ruol;1|v -m bm1lu;7b0t; 7b";uvb|< o= I|-tt;; -m7 =too7
rt-bm t-m7v1-r;v |_-| v|u;|1_ =ou Ibt;v: (bvb|louv -u; -t%o-<v
surprised at the huge diversity of wildflowers in Spring and

%b7; u-m]; o= 0;-f|b=1t Obu7v bmltt7bm] "rt;m7b7 -bu<%u;mv
(Malurus splendenanhd Regent Parrots(Polytelis anthopeplus).

$_; u;lbom %o-v -r|t< 7;v1iub0;7 O« |_; t-]; ;0== tu_-I9
<)<r;u=;t7 bv - r-uh o= lom|u-v|v; I;-m7;ubm] ubOOomv o=
[-vvb™; Im-ut;7 |u;;v -m7 "-v| -u;-v 0= to% v_utOv7 OQubttb-m]|
rttl-]; o= r-uuo|lv -m7 |_; vfO|t; 1-lot=t-]; o= |_; |bu;t;vv
-tt;;=0%t7 |_; |bl;t;vvm;vv o= I-tt;; viutO0 -m7 |_;
7¢«m-lblv o= - =too7 rt-bm:= ; a mMTET b B IEHAG
ub;m7v o= )cr;u=;t7 =oul;7 bm e—eu % _;m vatﬁ)rgAuP/S/T'\é)DoL; G rtim D UBERIEAIA
r-uh % ;u; ;ml1_-m|;7 0< |_; %o-|;uv |_-] u;-1_;7 |_; =too7
rt-bmv7 =bttbm] |_; -mlb;m| 7uc t-h;v:
$ ; ub;m7v o= )«r;u=;t7 lom|bmt;v |Jo I;;] u;]tt-utc -]
|_; r-uh % b|_ ou]-mbv;7 %ouhbm] O;;v -m7 - =olfv Oo|_ om
“bvb|ou ;Sr;ub;ml; Pbm|;uru;|b™; vblmv om % -thv7 vot-u tb]_|bm]
. . . om 1-lrJuotm?7 -I;mb|b;v7 - r-uh -rrQ -m7 1-ubm] =ou m-|tu;:
Locatlon Map Histo ry PhyS|0g rap hy This has included successfully applying for CMA grants
—_—_— — ey — = |[]o r-< =ou ublht< ;-u bm=;v|-|bom ;u-7b1-|bom O0;=o0u; |_;«
£ reached uncontrollable levels, and future grants to restore
) rortt-|bomv o=(Alfotasuavina luehmannii)
With thanks to Friends of Wyperfeld
. ) . . C Sand Monitor | PHILLIP DUBBIN EMallee habitat | MEGHAN LINDSAY
> o [e I
7 827
E stilt-Puffball
N G Emus in Wyperfeld | SAPAYOA/INATURALIST ﬁg;nﬁym tlt-Pu

Features Features Threats Friends
©
f
c Reg‘em Parrot |
G Mallee habitat| MEGHAN LINDSAY INDIA TANSON
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_ OURpeople

-U:; %0 tt -ut I'-<m:u 9
devoted conservationist,
Otv_%-th;u 1 ;ubv_ ;7 =ub;m7

W ; -1lhmo%et;7]; |_; r-vvbut];l10;u;7 %-v _bv uot; -v - t;-7;u

o= -ut !-«m;u7 - It1_Jt@=;8";umb]_| -m7 ;S|;m7;7 0tv_%-thv
[;10;u o= |_; ( lolltmbl|< =dwol e—ev |0 o——‘: ;m;u-|bomyv

nearly five decades. We celebrate 0= 0ftv_%-th;uv O;m;=Db|;7 =uol _bv
- th=; o= ;m7tubm] lollb|l;a}jl}ah-0t; hmo%t;7]; o= m-|tu; -m7
conservation and nature. _bv ;m]-1bm]7 |_ot]_|=1t 1oll;m]|-u<7
-ut %obtt 0; u;l;l0;u;7 -v - whighenriched every journey.

-ttt 7 -m7 1t1_Jto”;7 1;10,u 7:7b1-];7 I;10;u o= ub;m7v o=

C Carl Rayner

o=1|_; ( lolltmb|<: obmbm]]jbm br;v -|bom-t -uh P vQ7
e—ev7 -ut ttblht< O;1-1; - 1;myte=d 1ollb|l;m| |o ruo]|;1|bm]
figure within VNPA, contributing his m-|tu; ;S|;m7;7 =-u O0;<om7 &y flst U7;u o= tvju-tb- ;7-t =
[b1;7 ;m;ul<7 -m7 r-vvbom bgod@TmMyt;YBu;t;vv %ouh ru5(1:r;vicpotq;ncpnservationandtonature.
l;-mbm]=1t % -<v: and advocating for nature was widely Carl was a very special person to
Carl served as convenor of the recognised. In 1998, he received the VNPA and to all who had the privilege
tv_%-thbm] uotr =uol s—v’;vd ub;m7 % -u7 =uol |_; (0= hmo%bm] _bl: ; bv viu™b";7
C Leongatha H3 Bushland Reserve ALL IMAGES JORDAN CROOK e—ve7 -m7 t-|;u -v |u;-viu;u #bom7v ;[%ouh ollb]|]|;; =cdnisbeboved wife Lynne, and children i
1988 to 1990. He was also a VNPA otf|v|-m7bm] lom|ubOt|bomV_-~wem -ma7 -uh: bv t;]-1¢< th™;
$ ] 7 bl 7 = b otmlbt I;10;u O;|%;;m e=v”1;10;u: m ‘e'«7 _bv blr-1| %inthe landscapes he helped protect
JORDAN CROOK oA|_, re-mjv7 -mbl-tv -m7 =ftm]b [_-| 7 ._y.. ;u_-rv lov]| =om7henoured nationally with the award -m7 | _; lolltmb|< _; _;tr;7 O0tbt
$ " " tb™; | _;u;7 b|j]=v mo| omt< _ol; 0t] -
ATINY BUT VITAL critical stepping stone in a cleared
& | $ landscape.
g " ’ When | visited it was alive with - Juo%bm] |_bilh;|] o= bm"-vb";
) "Triu0 -buc<%ou;mv -m7 uov;tt-v: t-1h0;uub;v: $_;u; %o-v -tvo |_; %o;ttJ
_ _ oohbm] fTr bmj|o |_; 1-morc v-% - $y;7 0tuuo% 0= - )ol0-| =-1bt<7 %ob]|_
his reserve is truly a treasure It1_ t-ul;u ru;v;ml; % _o 1-ttv [_bV their distinctive square poop perched
-m7 _b]_tb]_|v |_; blroulrml; 0®l;7 - Ib]_|<);7];3|-bt;7 om - m;-u0«< |u;; uoo| |o u;lbm7
ruof;llbm] ;"im |_; vI-tt;v] -u]ty:0%v Jb-m| -m7 1lolrt;S m;v]| :“;u<om; % _ov; _ol; |_bv bv:
habitat. wassittinginthecagopyofalarge t] _ot]_ VI-tt7 |_:v: u:viuTiv -u;
m - l-r |_; u;v;u™; bv - vi; 1R mVVI-157 %bf_ bfv viubm]< O-uh 3% p17ttc blrou|-m| -v u;=1];v -m7
C m-l;tt;7 "rtPlebs bradleyi) Bunurong Country along the Bass 1o7;u;7 bm %o _b|; %-v_ PObu7 rooQ7 y|:rrpbm] viom:v -1uovv |_: lov]
Highway between Leongatha and bones and feathers. cleared state in Australia.
Inverloch, that thousands of people m|_; Juotm?7 |_;u; %-v - Otm1l_ =|;m uo-7vb7;v -m7 vl-tt u;v;u™;v -u;
r-vv ;7;u< %o;;h: of wildflowers and, unfortunately, | : omt< u;l-bmbm] Otv_ =ou _tm7u;7v
o= hbtol;|u;v7 _ov]|bm] |_; t-v]|
u;l-bmbm] r-]|1_;v o= oub]J]bm-t _-0b]|-|v:
ml-mc¢ 1-v;v7 _0% %; 1-u; =ou |_;v;

Juotv; viI-tt u;v;u”;v %btt 7bl]|-];
which wildlife survives and which ones
don't at a local scale.

C -mhvb- lom; /

); -1hmo%t;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv
F r-ul o= |_; tm1;7;7 |u-7bzom-t

a lands and waters of the
Ny

L Tmtucand recognise
—> their ongoing role in caring \
~ e for Country

C Twining Glycine (Glycine clandestina) C ublht< Tuu-(@dprosma quadrifida) C Wedge-tailed Eagle nest in the Leongatha H3 Bushland ReservelDRDAN CROOK

PARKwvatch < JUNE 2026 #304 PARKvatch < JUNE 2026 #304



E Jane on her first
rov|J%ouh |ubr |o

Lord Howe

Island

OURpeople

-m; v-btv bm|o u;|bu;l;m|

A:|;u lou; |_-m |%o0 7;1-7;v o= 7;7bl1-|;7 v;u"bl; -1uovv |_; mo|J=oul
profit sector, Jane Crouch is concluding an extraordinary career in

=tm7u-bvbm]: ;u |bl; -] ( [-uhv Oo|_ - 7;;rtc¢ "-t1;7 1om|ubOt|bom

to our organisation and the closing of an incredibly generous

professional chapter devoted to people, planet, and purpose.

-m; fobm;7 ( bm ;1;I10;u ‘<7 Oubm]bm] o™;u ‘e ¢;-uv o=

=fm7u-bvbm] ;Sr;ub;m1; -1uovv bm|;um-|bom-t 7; ;torl;m|7 _;-t|_

-m7 m-|fu; ou]-mbv-|bomv: ;u 1-u;;u _-v |-h;m _;u -1uovv -tt v;";m
lom|bm;m|v7 |_uot]_ %ouh bm ot|700u ;7t1-|bom7 ;m;u]< lomv;u"-|bom
and adventure travel. This global perspective shaped her strong belief

bm <-1]bm] tol-t= -m7 bm _;u uot; -| ( v_; =otm7 7;;r =tt=btl;m] bm
supporting the protection of nature in Victoria.

| ( 7 -m; o";uv-% |_; "b|-t %oouh o= v;1tubm] |_; vtrrou| |_-]| ;lro%o;uv
ofu m-|tu; ruoju-lv: "_; ttblht< 0;1-1; - "-t+;7 -m7 It1_Jto™;7 I;l0;u o=

| 5 |;-17 2om|ubOt|bm] 7tubm] - r;ubo? ‘
that included significant wins for nature.

1;1;m|t<7 -m; l-uh;7 |_; ;m7
=1ttJ|bl; %ouhbm] th=; %b|
ruvom-t Ibt;viom;9 - tom]J
trip to Lord Howe Island. Her VNPA
lott;-]T;v =-u;%;tt;7 _;u %o
gratitude, and a specially prepared

[-r -m7 1_;1lhtbv| o= (b1l|ou
|lo ;Srtou;: ); |_-mh -m; =o
dedication, passion, and care — and wish
_sul-m<clou; -7";m|tu;v bm

| have IovedeMMﬂWMﬁhmém@Bqd@Wmﬁy@ﬁmﬁﬂﬂ&@&g

but it's beenssorematilig gadbeparbbf gragreatzmairthging
some marvellousniiisddonaatuee Lilikeltirecerd nfihativedetdsyitgging
in Victoria (though/loophdies seraai))ithelddeliationt otnevatiatiahal
parks in the centedivess tanobsmivio ghth emvbvg mymirateodebpéople
enthusiastically jjoiming curditzersstiencesatitivites thatgathetalital
information about threatenedniidifite.

As fundraisimg manager|titdeesnanaodole tedmonmior et dge thookn enns:
of our incredible supporters andetearnfdhtiedocorenticticnarahittuistory
with VINPA. Tt mdiuttes ez spppaasrivhbdiecamzinlebdpdl®EEE3dan
still clhampions ourwat, amdieextraotiizeyyftikkvitoceesenddomggerithith
us, butwiino posifivelyctiangéththeaoaesefdtuistdoy fatmeyreiacientid
in Victoria.

After 47ypeassotfufiiititmeevardckith et dhascomméd deleaveibeldesiand
go out andesjpysonedhthpprEcio ysauasemndatnat/ikNBAksvorks
incredibly hard to protect! Myldvedlywadukn@e 5hes eevgiftgiftad me a
map and checkiist apperkd hmestisisit.

| leavewiith massive adimirdtiondoaililtbateanmiat NIBIRwotubupahg
above theimegifittoorsspppdrbidpdietieranate pratéctions\ititidtoria.
And gratitudie fim my Hesnt o WA soieiérfduspmteterBidigey o
ear reader! Jame@ooathAARHIZ025 J

D

Belinda Wogan, Fundraising Manager

);tlol;

to our new
tTm7u-bvb

Manager,

Belinda

Wogan

roles spanning

bm (blloub-=v m-|bom-t r-uhv7 % _;u; -tvo %o0";m bm|o

B elinda Wogan stepped
into the role following
-m;=v u;|bu;l;m| Pv;;

-007; -u|lbl1lt;Q: ;tbm7-
will focus on all aspects
of fundraising alongside

-] "lI-tt -m7 ubv|b-m

Lang. VNPA's fundraising
capability is crucial to our

%ouh |o Tom|bmt; ruo|;1|bm]

the places and wildlife we love.

Belinda has over 15 years of
fundraising experience across the
mo|J=ouJruo=b]| v;1|ou7 %0
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supporter she enjoys observing the changing
sml-1;1im|7  vi-vomv: );[J%o;-]_
1-Ir-b]lm particular favourite.

7;7;torl;m|7 Reflecting on her role, Belinda says:

and <)ouhbm] %b|_ otu vtrrou|;uv bv -

philanthropic genuine privilege. Without their

partnerships. virrou| K % _;|_;u |_uot]_ |bl;7 u;rt-m|bm] 0-1h |o m-|b~; O
tlvb7; o= funding, advocacy, or expertise —we which she eventually retired. Added to
%ouh?7 ;tbm?7- Wwauld not be in a position to be [_bv %-v |_; rful_-v; o= -
-m -"b7 _bh;u -m7 bMrbomv =ou m-|tu;: tuvtrrou|l;uv -| t1ht;=ou7 |o ruo|;1] m-|
often found exploring the =oul |_; 0-1h0Oom; o= ofu ou]-mbv-|bomu|bltt-u "%b=| -uuo|v: ;
-m7;mom] !'-m];v7 |;m7bm] gral theyicreate hope and better challenges of the dry ground of central \
UHbmdtbm-u7;m7 ou vr;m7bnof|llgl;v: Victoria, her efforts paid off.

;u _bhbm] u;l-bmv -

-u]-u;| -7lbmjo

(-1;
-7lbmjom r-vv;7 -%o-<

-ul-u;|

M in March 2025. Understanding

and caring for nature were lifelong

passions for Margaret, which aligned

ru=;1|t< %b|_|_; Ibvvbom o= ( 7
0= %_bl_ v_; %-v - tom]]|bl;

[;10;u7 vtrrou|;u -m7 7omou:

Margaret was born in Ripley,

;uO«v_bu;7 bm «-="v: bh; vo

[-mc Juo%ebm] tr 7tubm] |_;
war years and the recovery

afterwards, she learned to survive

on very little, but developed an

-rru;1b-|bom o= |_; =tm7-1;m|-t
[;m;]v o= _fTl-mb]«< K -u|7 m-|tu; -m7
a need to connect with and support
those around you.

-u]-u;| Ju;% tr bm - =-Ibt«
“-tt;7 Itvbl -m7 ;7t1l-|bom
0;1-1; - _b]_t<vhbtt;7 rb-mby]|7 . - . Culonr -
Y%obmmbm] tol-t 10Ir;|b|bomvz‘?lm?l’tblimtuilrn%/(_’]_ubvr; O.ul]_ﬁ’_l
love of nature was no doubt seeded =b]l- bm 0bu7bm]7,0T\'/

=bltu:
bm |_ov; ;-ut< <;-uv? Vr;m?brﬂf']]‘llﬁ,i—lomv;u“ﬂbom | uo
|bI; ot|vb7; %-thbm] |o Vl—?8l|Tmb|< 1omm;1|bomT/ -1
and other activities through the

!;wr'lri];r!}aret in the Kyneton Botanic Gardens, 2015

[;10;uv_br o= ;&1 U =
;u0<v_bu; 1lotm|uc«vb7;: !;:F't_lib\;n o U - |uL_rv lo |_: u
her connection to people and desire CUb% UT7 %o-thv -torrT]’ |
lo _itr7 -ul-ui] 071-15 - M T kYl in the Kyneton Botanic Gardens,
%ouhbm] -] u;-| ulom?7 "] o_\ﬁ{})dmt]' lolh -m7 |_; t-1h

It was while travelling to this job on Reserve.
the tube that Margaret was seduced i -
0c -m -7 :ulbv:l;m| |o bIIb]ur-Libng_v_77tlool'vtv_l'Jr_n7_bem
[lo tTv]|u-tb-7 v_o%bm] |_;r o b9,'$’: - =
- . lf'o -t'rt-m|v -m7 -mbl-tv7
connection with beaches, bush and birds. Sh ble to indulge in thi
wide-open spaces. Along with a close Irssi' n ?Vt;/flj aur?til?tlg duageo;nherls
=ub;m7 v_; I-7; |_; 7;1bvb0@sii§gfé’, p y
o tv|u-tb- bm i 1b7J3e—ueVe :

| .I. . .I_ -ul-u;| %-v bll;mv;t< ruot
Upon arriving in Australia, Margaret er assaciation with VNPA and the
lom|bm*t;7 %ouhbm] -v-mEUV'%ﬂ : .

. upport she could provide for their
also started her own business as a
piano teacher. She developed a strong

%ouh: " ; %0tt7 0; ruot?
connection with the country through legacy will go on contributing o the
oub;m|;;ubm] -m7 0;1-1I; -

m\l;llb&u|-m| m-|tu; ruo|;1|bo
O0tv_%-th;u -m7 Obu7;u: ;u ll\lon*lm;1|bom
to the Australian countryside was Stuart Newstead

OURpeople

rpirengthening our
foundations

NPA has reached a significant

Ibt;vjom; %b|_ |_; vt1ll;vv="
launch of our new database for
virrou|;uv -m7 [;10;uv: otto%ob

o";u - <;-u o= 7;";torl;m| -m7 _-
%ouh 0«c |_; ( [;-17 | _; vev];l
went live in March.

By centralising our contact

bm=oul-|[bom7 |_bv m;% rt-|=ou

us to:

e $-btou ofu lolltmbl-|bom lou
;==;1|b";t< Jo otu |;10;uv7 7o0n
and supporters.

e "Trrou| ( oftmlbt bm I-hbm]
data-driven decisions to expand our
fundraising efforts.

¢ Ensure the continued safety and
security of all data and transactions.

0™ 4:19tbm; -7Ibmbv|u-|b~; ruol

LimgH:t:10;uv_br u;m;%-tv:

1?°]l\'/IE)\r/}ir_q n?c(]rv&a?d?we’re focused on
A0, r7bm] |[_; vev]il bm]o ( ]v

1Z}Ia' Sperations

- oT!iyuB‘T; '

I[rBLmWE; M "buoml;m| o= 1lomv]|u-b
reppukees and rising cost-of-living
ru;vvtu;v?7 |_bv vev];l bv - "b]-t
pttr v u;l-bm =bm-mlb-ttc vtv|
=ou |_; tom] |;ul:

ouYOo%keryloligm-ml; r;uvr;1|b";7

o $ig:prqlechas overseen by a sub-
r-uQbPt-ues ofmlbt =oltv;7 om
ruof;1|v: =7 tbh; |o vr;1b=b1-t
=oul;u ru;vb7;m| -"b7 T]:m| =c
leadership and professional insights,
7%6’:'01— %o;u; bmvjutl;m|-t bm 7;
|“bv blrou|-m| bm~;v]|l;m| bm]o
future.

|f yqu're:igterested in contributing to

T Jv $ "|;;ubm] ollb]|[|;;7 rt;-v.
mreashy ou tggMarilyne.

Marilyne Crestias, VNPA President
president@vnpa.org.au

_sultvb1l [;
O¢< |-hbm] - r-u|J|bl; rovb]|b
;;tom] u-Il-u $bl0;ulor -Ir
in the bush east of Mansfield.

Her greatest joy was being able to

Ot< - vl-tt %o;;h:m7;u =-ul b
% _bl_v_; bll;7b-|;t< v;| -0

M $ "
Jutl; 1 u;]lou _onPRarkwaich F
r’e’7 -u ‘e'u7 r’uQ v|[-[;7 util;
-m7 _bv %b=; mm ]J=otm7;7 ub;m
o= ;uub wu;;h]: $_bv v_ott7 0; ]1lo
=otm7;7] -vI-mco]|_j;uv %;u; bm~o
] o™ lim| -] |_; v|-RarlomaictP
r'e'7 ;1 'e'"7 1 ’eQ v|-|;7 -uhv
Victoria had delivered on restoration
of the forts at the western end of
Point Nepean. However, delivery is not
expected until the end of 2026.
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OURpeople

Survey reflects strong supporter connection

BELINDA WOGAN, between our supporters and VNPA's Ocvtrroul|;uv7 %b|_

& 1" "bvbom: m -";u-];7 u;vrom7mjv;t ;v -v _or;=1tt7 1-ubm]7
171 g -1;7 |_bv -tbmlI;m| -| — ot|1@FlIBP[F7 -m7 r-vvbom-|; -00t]|
&l 1 $ u;=t;1lbm] - v_-u;7 lollb|l; mMdiut€ These values are clearly
§ b protecting nature across Victoria. u;=t;1];7 bm |_; _b]_tbh;tb_o0o07 o=
& '$ 1 "&l( + Supporters told us that advocating virrou|;uv u;loll;m7bm] ( |o
for stronger nature protection is others, with an average score of 8 out
of 10.

W e were delighted to hear their top priority, alongside adequate

=uol vo I-mc vtrroul;uv=bbm7bm] =ou r-uh I-m-];l;m]| } :

our recent survey, with over 1,500 creating new protected areas. There's tlrou| m|t<7thrrou| u(;/ tvo v_0%;7
ryort; [-hbm] [_; [bl; Jo v_-u- t\rg bpuom] bm|;u;v| bm b|rﬁ;%’“%l#\}?reswsay'ﬁgengage

thoughts, experiences and ideas. “Itu; bvvtiv -u; Tolltmbl-|} -u-m]; o= -1|b"b|b;v7 =uol
Every response was read and -m7 I-hbm] vtu; 7;1bvbomyv -——O-Llﬂ)fm

considered carefully, and we're deeply -[fu; -u; bm=oul;7 0< bm7; ,orﬁl,l;:lq,p'bm]

grateful for the generosity and insight expertise. a deep desire to stay connected: W'oth

o= otu lolltmbl<: $_bv =;;70-dmh -vh;7 -0ot| _-0b|-|v |_M-hty: bm li-mbm]=1t % -cv:

helps us better understand what lov|] -00%|7 =ou;v|v u-mh;7 lydp_,,vanl ujtc Ju-[;=1t =ou |_; |bl;7

I-]];uv lov] -m7 %btt 7bu;1|tobtro %ol 0« |-ubm; _-0b]|-|vthonght and care that went into every

_ 0% %o; ruo|;1| (b1l|oub-=v akinkareas, highlighting the breadth u;vromv;: +otu =;;70-1h bv
%obt7tb=;7 v_-r; otu 1-Ir-b]ofipld@cesvNPasupporters are ]tb7; otu %ouh -m7
lomm;1|;7 %b|_ otu 1ollt mdagsionate about protecting. om % _-| I-|];uv lov|9 ruo];1|bm]

_;trbm]

m; o= |_; 1t;-u;v]| I;vv-];v 3WNeoNere also encouraged by the nature in Victoria for generations to
| 5 vtu“;< bv |_; viuom] -tbktndngrsense of identity expressed lol;:
. . y Y
1;1;m| viOlbvvbomyv

Project Diamond Industrial Develop+

V 1-1r-b]m v|-== _-"; 0;MmAgnt,March 2026 |

0tve %ub|bm] vTOIbvvboBmegumta Ombersley Poultry Farm, —
“-ub;|< o= blrou|-m]| |orb1vApril 2026 ‘

Proposed Development at 103 Reid St & City of Greater Geelong Draft Plan

18b Jonesfield Cnr, Ardeelan 2026 for Nature,May 2026

Draft Terms of Reference for Strategic Inquiry into the 2026 summer fires

Assessment of FFMYarch 2026 across VictoriaMay 2026

Craigieburn Industrial Development, Read these and all previous

EPBC 2021/9093,March 2026 vtOlbvvbomv om otu %o;

Ovb N

3.d) o|v o=r;ort; "bvb| Jto% %oulv=%dbtmbv om; o= |_; lov| ruolbm;m|7 -m7

Quiz answers=uol r: *

|_;<=u; bm |_; |%-<v 0;1-1v; |_;sepuesents 5-6% of all our beetles.
1. otm| omm- t-m] )bm]t;vv "JomGettlbm;vl;m|7 b:;: |_;« Jto%gbmQ _tt7ot N4 ; Seaslugs are
(Riekoperla darlingtonijas recently 4. 0Q ";- vttbwjnb|; toohbm] tbh; - wonderfully diverse and can be found

listed as Critically Endangered under
federal nature laws after five years of
-7"01-1< =uol (7

m|oloto]lb1-t

squishy plant, sea squirts are actually
Tbv]|-m|tc u;t-];7 Jo _tl-mv:
-1-75101v -m7 \f|-]:7 | _:< _-": - rublb|b";
"olb;|< 0= (blloub-%, p1  7bvvot ;v % :m |

worldwide, with specific adaptations for
m |_7hest:umt| _-0b|-|v: )b|_ - h;;m ;<; <ot
0-1hO0omm vro| |_;I -tt -tom] (bl|loub-]v 1o0-v]|:
_i< [ugny)TRghbidE b _ol; |o

2. -Q )-u-|-_ m;l@atinia tenebrosa). adults. possibly the largest and
$_sbu m-1;v-hj False Most sea stars have larvae that tm70t0|;7t< |_; lov]
lol;v drift into the open ocean, but the Little =-lotv o= -tt ;-u|_%eo:
=uol |_;bu Green Seastar(Parvulastra exiguas a the Giant Gippsland B
u;v;l0t-mi; _sul-r_uo7bl|; |_-| t-<v b|v ;]]v 7buu}]| % oMegascolides
to the waratah om|o uolhv7 % _;u; |_;< _-|1_ bmeustrahsm <7
rower,asthelr =ttt<d=oul;7 v;- v|-uv: 10. bt|;u =;: Beasponges
colourful bright 6. b) Golden Sun Moths are declining -OvouO Ibluovilorb1l
rgq tentacles bhb because their grassy habltat is being through their pores as water
remivr o T TivIu0G7 0 75 tortim: lo";v K lov|tc vbm]t;
distinctive plant. _7 1 There’s roughly 1,300 species of jewel 0-1|;ub-7 m-mort-m|

beetles in Australia. The Buprestidae 7;-7 ou]l]-mb1l I-|]|;u:

G )-u-l-_ miloRELIGHARPER b-m| brrvt-m7 -ulORRKOBKEG
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Il-mc¢ 7;viubObm]

" % -thv -m7 |-thv |o % bt7tb);bt;
-m7 0tv_%-thbm]7 v_ 0% bthope three to belong to the Poaceae

_strbm] v =0lfv gy7c¢tbm:v7

BOOKreviews

u-vv;v |-tou;4

Australian Grasses: A guide to native toohv -| |_; rt-m|v =uol -m -;v|_;|b1l
grasses, sedges, rushes and grasstrees point of view. He also considers their

Nick Romanowski uot; -v _-0b|-|7 |_;bu =t-11-0btb|<7 |_;bu
I t0tbv_bm]7 ‘e‘u7 ‘m7 useasfead plants and in containers.
200pp, ISBN 9781486320523 $ _; 0ooh v|[-u|v O< 7;viubObm]

the differences between grasses,
vou] _*1 1:u:-t -m7 sedges and rushes, then considers

$-v1-m tRicheashrubs have in landscaping with grasses, before

lollom5 $_;<=u; -tt bm1tt7;7 bRtbgnlvols ru-1{bl-t -vr;1]|v9
lol-mo%vhb=v vilom7 ;7b|bdtR%EmM]7 ruor-]1-|bm]7 I-bm|;m-m1;
Australian Grasses. t] |_; I-bm v;1|bom bv -m
t1 bv |_: omt< orgncylopedia of species. Plants are
listed alphabetically by genus, with )_bl_Oubm]jv tv 0-1h o vou]_-

“_ub:|bv = inyI85prghum bicolgmative to Africa
m7 vb-7 bv om; o= |_; %0out7=

blrou|-m| 1;u;-t Tuorv7 %o; _-";

hat do Chocolate Lilies,

vou]_

K'|_; Ju-vv =-1btc K b| v_o%lv: lov] lollom
breadth of p|ants covered in this W|th|n that The list of individual
revised and expanded second edition. ~ SPecies is, of course, not exhaustive, b 1 b 4 1ol % vhb
lol-mo% vhb=v utt; =ou bm1@fidemme%ovhb=v u;v;-ul Mg bk ubmf v loo 01-MO %oV

-“bm] Ju-vvJtbh: =otb-]:7 -kl;d#prblv [o $-vi-mb- bv bthpﬁegr\%hou;ghttocontamabout
even here he’s flexible, including -m7 |_; 7;r|_ o= r;uvom-t h ﬁpon;grpe?t]of the genus's genetic

ubmtl btb:v -mm1tti7:7 bv bll;mv diversity, so the potential for their

Grass(Curculigo),=ou ;S-Irt;: | particularly enjoyed his personal use in agriculture to increase drought

A recognised expert in the fields of -m;170]|;v7 tbh; _ol; ;ér;ubltc,lerf’\n Tomreate pe_re.nnlarllr(iutl)tlv\?rslo m-1b
Eooto]« -m7 -tt-11t|tTu;7 !oFtmld98 b hibGarmm or the heights vibm- |b,m]
P% _ o0 =otm7;7 *tv|u-tb-=v AbbM;Vrfdab-toM]u-r_ - :

-|b”; %o;|t-m7 mtuv;u< bm Bulhineliy.vQ

TIOtUbl

Jane Canaway, plant nerd and writer

A big place to explore

The World from HereCassy Polimeni.
lllustrated by Mel Armstrong

] ou; |_-m ’ee |Ibttbom «;-uv -]o7 -tt
the countries of the world fit together

I f0tbv_bm]7 ‘etu7 rr7thhirb;liv o= - Jb-m[ rfEEL;:] 0% |_;
9781486319855 lotmlub;v -u; |0 bm] -r-uj:
"loulv Ib]_ vi-u< Ot| %o;
oday, | readThe World from Here ) )
0<y-vv< bibl'mb: to": v__u?nTt7g1]| 0 vl u;7: )_;m vijoulv
00t] [ cul 8 us u 'VO v ol PPd|v 0= 100t %bt7tb=; 1ol; 0t[7 tbh;

—uogb7 tTv _uoolv -m7 vm-btv:

bml;u;vibm] |_ bm]v [o t;-um J] =
cv_ott7 ‘mfoc m-|tu; -m7 ;Srtou;4
uec«<;-uot7v -m7 hb7v bm

pictures and the different types of )

1tot7v: )_;m %o; v;; =-1;v ou }nbmihtwo]|_;
rubl-u< vl_oot %o0tt7 ;mfo< |_bv Oooh:
b7v % o tbh; vib;m1;7 |_; %%0out7 -m7

in the clouds, it is called pareidolia.
The Earth is a big place. | live in
tv|u-tb- 0t| %o-v Ooum bridlyeyp1-:
$ ;l-rv_o0%Vv |_-| |_;¢< -u; =eo Réherts, 7 years old

investigation into the ecology

Melbourne.s graSSIand bUllant and behaviour ofthis apparent

M ;t0otum; _-v b|]lv ";u< 0% m ]u-vvt-mg}a%)slrandsrﬁ?%ahs'[' ubt?
( ]v u-vv< t-bmv ;|%ouh rtOtbv_ $——;d"rrd)d‘||0p|v o _;tr

-m "1b | Myomecia nobilisa bullant found only in rorft-[bomv7 tooh -=|;
Melbourne s north. identify threats.

Melbourne's Grassland Bullant: Initial report into the Read the report at vnpa.org.au/
ecology and habitat of Myrmecia nobilsv - ru;tblb m - umelbournes-grassland-bullant
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Grevillea monitorin
at Mt Cole & Enfiel

C NatureWatch volunteer, Son Thai, observing

SERA BLAIR |_; lu;; =oul o= m=b;SERABIARE; - G

NATUREWATCH

the nestboxes or if they have enough .
natural den options E "iu- %b|_ 1;10;uv 0= |_; otm| ot;
' Pyrenees Nature Group
| $ 17 We're happy to report
CITIZEN SCIENCE AT Critically Endangered Mount
& $ Cole Grevillea(Grevillea
montis-coleseedlings are going

} ] viuom] bm [% o0 h;< u;
wo years since large fires -U;-V %o; V|-u|;7 lomb]

bIr-11;7 |_5 -u;-7 %o;Ju;  t-v| <;-u: ); I;-vtu;7 |
lom[bmtbm] |o % ouh %b|_ dedimgslin ApriVa year after
-l otm| ot; |[o lomb|ou %btygtb=p W vtu~;<;7 |_;l
habitat recovery on private land and - u-m70l v-lrt: o= “e r

along roadside reserves. to see how well they're growing
);175 1_;1h;7 m;v|00S;v rt| tFlsu O;bm] J;ulbm-|;7
year ago in strategic areas for a range Seegi by the fires.
o= rovvtlv -m7 Obu7v: $_; QPNrr¥h 2025, the plants in
UnOCCUpiedSOfar, but the plants otu V-|rt; %o:U; -m -";u
-uotm7 |l -uj uslo”;ubm] %7 |VO= «:“” 1] Pu-m]
they'll be useful to house wildlife 'K 11Q -m7 bm rubt ‘e‘u |
attracted to the area in future and had an average height of 24.56
_strougrt-15 vol; o= |_; |u;; 19tpafe]bm] =uol u:"Kuu 11
lost in the fire. bmilu;-v; |_-th |0 - %o;”;
Nestboxes were also installed in _or; |_;<lom|bmt; |[o |_ub
an unburnt area of open woodland .
near where Brush-tailed Phascogales ~ Enfield State Park
(Phascogale tapoatafajere recorded Sltun)-11 V -tvo 0 m %o

b g m=b;t7 "[-]; -uh7 ‘v hl"

last year. So far the boxes are unused |
0 . . _ .
0f| /"’l_)tt_ q u ’,] Tlinwie I,O i | 0olf'QaII ra{t in Wadawurrung Country. C tm]b bm m=b;t7SERABLARIN G
tol-tv: );]17; v;| tr 1-l;u-v o ,_oTv g . ;
: . ;=03 virrou|bm] - ruof;1| -bl;7 -]
near the nestbox trees to investigate helpi d d Enfield
if phascogales are there, if they'll use Rolpipect SRR E _En 1€
’ Grevilleas(Grevillea bedggoodiana) I;];uv Jo Juc -m7 ttblht< -vv;vv |_;
as well as conducting surveys for wildlife in the area. We've also done
_Uu;-|;m;7 %bt7tb=; tbh; uiwhul|<wt]® I[-r % _;u; Ju; btt;-v -u;
): -1‘rhm19?0-t7;7]; |7_blgv t01-i0n; bv f%UI 971lo}-t;v -m7 ollom 1 m nlivingin the burn area.
{1 miiror fu-rbzom-t t-m7v -mighinthopsis murina) We haven't recorded any phascogales

m=b;t7 "|-]; -uh

of the Djab Wurrung & . . N
Wadawurrung and recognise A large fuel reduction burn is planned or dunnarts yet, but we're continuing Middle: Measuring Enfield Grevillea
=ou |_; -u;- |_bv T|TIm7 vol%d;l'5 vtu ;<v ftv] ot|vb7; |

_— their ongoing role in caring
O;;m tvbm] %bt7tb=; 1-I;u-planmed bumnada.

Ny

NP
for Country | ALL IMAGES SERA BLAIR
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=" o||]ol9 ;-vtubm] oftm]| ot;

) "$ ! '$ ) "
REVEALS ITS STUNNING
) $ $&!1) $

N atureWatch has recently been
surveying wildlife in the northern
r-ujv o= 7-l=v u;;h -|fu;
Conservation Reserve in the Western
Port Woodlands.

|=v - 7b==b1tt| |[-vh -v b
O< =-ult-m7 -m7 v-m7 lbm
Jo| tt1h«<8 om; o= |_; Ibm;
|lo tv; |_;bu r;ubl;|;u uo-7
this area of largely unexplored Heathy
Woodland. And we're so glad we
got in there because it's absolutely
viTmmbm]4

It's beautiful open woodland with
bmlu;7b0t; rt-m|v -m7 ;-v
-tom] |u-1hv [-7; 0< h-m]-
unfortunately, feral deer. With stands
0= 0-mhvb-v7 7b";uv; tm7
and herb layer and lots of billowing

Poa grasses, it's fantastic habitat for
Southern Brown Bandicoots(lsoodon
obesulus obesulus)

We're partnering with Gippsland
Threatened Species Group to survey
local bat populations and they'll help
hosr |_; 1-1;u- O-[];ubsv u;
over Winter.

C $or9 myv|-ttbm] -[fu;)-|1_ 1-lu-v bm Y. _1hmo%t;7]: |_bv tol-zZom,

|_; tm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-
\_ and waters ofthe tmtuom
> and recognise their ongoing
role in caring for Country

Western Port
wonderland

C o0;¢<1-r|tu;7 om otu %bt7tb=; 1-I;u- -

(U OY;ct-bu7 -[tu;)-[1_ oou7bm-jou P1
V|T7;m|v b- -m7 ;tt< bm ANNWILLIAMISONG

E Sera showing the ropes to her son Leo who's

V|T7<bm] %bt7tb=; lomv;u"-|bom ANN ;-hbm

WILLIAMSON
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ILLUSTRATION © RENEE TREML

Birdin or beginners Where we went in Autumn

More than 50 people joined NatureWatch had a busy New Nature Stewards
us on the_shores of San V;-vom 0= =b;t7%o0u t;-um;7 lou; -0ot| tol-t

bu7bm] bv - Ju;-| %-< |o ];] |]o hmo% |_; Obu7v |_-| tb™; m;-u <ot4 bu7v 1ol; bm -tt hbm7v & Yo Brh 1|thl9tTE‘6u"]‘7; '1b|bE:m vib:m|bVv|V G ubmtu; -m7 |_; 1olltmb|b
tofv o= =1Tm [0 %-[1_ -m7 tbv[;m |o: ju;]v vol; =-1]v -00f| Obu7v -m7 % _;u; |o =bm7 |_;l Melbourne Sea Slug Census. ot] |o _;tr lomb|ou % bT7tb=who care foritin courses
Together, the sea slugging tvbm] 1-1;u-v7 -t7bo across Ballarat, Mornington
lolltfmb|c u;lou7;7 -m recorders and spotlighting Peninsula, Knox, Inner
blru;vvb™; ue 7b==;u;m| surveys around Mt Cole, -v| ;t0ofum; P -t";um7
species across the state. m=b;t7 "[-]; -uh -m7 |_; t-1hO0tum?7 | )-";ut;<Q7
Western Port Woodlands and North West Melbourne
); -7 vol; Ju:-| u-vvc (see report pp. 40-41) P t;muo<7 uo-71;-70%Vv7
$-thv om |_; %ouh |o 1u;-|; "TmOTu«Q:
the wallan wallan Regional tu 0Oftv_%-th;uv ;Srto
-uht-m7 bm ;tO0Ootu -r; "1 _-m1h7 |_; +o

north, the wonderful +-m]v -m7 )ol0-|J
diversity of grassland birds, ;u7;u7;u] -|bom-t
-m7 | _; -I-bm] -|fu-t ); -tvo |;-1;7 tr %b
-lr u-vvt-m7v o= |_; ( l1-lr-bjmv v|-==
South East Coastal Plain. -m7 |;10;uv o= )ol0

ou;v|l-u; =ou - )-t

-m7 -%h |ofu bm

C )-th $-th _ -%h bm IHER-TAMERON

Upcoming
activities

tfu omtbm; 1|b"b|b;v -t;m7-u Oubm]v
opportunities to get into nature through
0tv_%-thbm]7 1b|bE&;m vlib;m1;7 v_ou
events for all ages.
ol; -m7 fobm tv =ou -m -7";m|tu; bm
_;1h ot] ofu omthbhm; 1-t;m7-u K m; %o
are added regularly.

IMAGES: 1. JESSIE BORRELLE, 2/4/5/6. INDRA BONE, 3/8. MEGHAN LINDSAY, 7. PETER ROWLAND

When you're trying If you notice movement, like a shadow  Sometimes /
|o vro| Obu7v7ah;;r above or fluttering in the trees, see if birdwatching is

still and quiet. you can spot the bird it belongs to. really more about

Loud noises and bmoltt-uv 1-m 0; - 0b] _;thirglstening!

movement might can take a little getting used to, but If you hear a bird

scare birds away. Find a comfy spot  practice makes calling or hear

inyouryard or ata park and waitfor . y=:1|: $_;c=u; something rustling in the branches,

the birds to visit. great for looking stay still and wait to see if you can

If a bird comes to visit your backyard  at birds from a spot it. If you can’t spot the bird, can

or while you're out walking, stop and  distance, especially you hear it? What does it sound like?

watch to see what it does. shy birds. k
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Protecting our
parks from
development helps
put nature first

Independent advice
to government
means better

results for nature

Safeguarding ourct
grasslands protects
threatened wildlife

and habitats




