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_tmlbm] -m7 |-7; 7u-I-|bl 1%¥¢Vlfmb|<calomvtt|-|boma%bitaOm-1; o= <lov| v-"bm]=: | |_
=bv_;ub;v o==b1l;uv7? -uhv (binhosbuuw;m7";u7 O0t| h;< |[bl;7 h;« Obo7b”™;uvb|< v|[-== -u;

E uubmtm7u- -|bom-t -uh?
Bidwell, Ngarigo Monero &
tm-bhtum-b ofm|u< G

JUDITH DELAND
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Independentexpetrt
councilslikeWEAACaadd

VMCC aretttee it
championsaif\iittoiiéds

blloub-m bv_;ub;v f|_oub]< -
""bt"mﬁ];l;m| tf]_oub|< bm|o -

: ; : bmlt;  u;]tTt-|ou: $_bv 1lott7 %o;
Review of the public service to 1]bomv =ou I-ubm; %bt7tb

m;;7 =ou —-¢ -7“159/5&
-vaIr|b9r(9mCted areas.

that 90 per cent will cease and other The legislation currently being debated

;1 _-mbvlv 101tt7 0; t|btbv;7twe bmnlty7;v 1_-m];v [o ;m=ou

1
u mv[

for external advice exists. =ou -uhv (blAloub- V|-==7 %b|_
"07 o|_;u h;< m-|tu; V-:;]T-H%"mrj;_-brﬂ‘ﬂ Ib™im Jo |_; ==bl; o
Conservation Regulator.

advisory bodies are on the chopping
Otolh =ou |_; m;S| Ju-m1_; ox=0tfyvi;m| bv 1ub|bl-ttc< blrou
$ _bv bv thbh;t< |o 0; 7om; b otk for-the pafety of the people who
legislation. It's unclear what review I-h; "« Ibttbom "bvb|v |Jo m-|bon
ruol;vv bv 0;bm] tm7;u|-h;eachmyear, and for the protection of

_0% |_; 7;1bvbom %btt 0; <l-drhEHul:ME %bt7tb=; bm |_; r-
Cutting these institutions should )b|_of] |_; ub]_| mtflO;uv o= u-
vblrtc O0; utt;7 of|: ;u;]v % o0m=|v; =uom| tbm;7 r-uhv -m7 r

-u;-v -u; ftv] tbm;v om I-rv:

* "lb;m|b=bl 7°bvous ollb[$p];|_;u7 % ;=u; % ouhbm] _-u7
which provides the pathway for tfr =ou m-|tu;: o0%=v |[_; |bl; |o
tbv|bm] |_u;-|;m;7art-m]|v 7escatatelcunedforts,/to protect nature
=tfm]lbatm7;u (bl]joub-]v m=ybu;|t%yvdrt; % _o=u; virrov;7
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee be protecting it.

being considered in future cuts:
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When renewables are bad news for nature Plant Blindnesswith Sera Blair

Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a bedief thigyior to animals

JORDAN CROOK, the Cobboboonee and Lower Glenelg tm|;v];7 Ib|b]-|bomv -m7 1tu|-btl;m]
P $8&! m-|b|om-t rh—uh|v7 -m7 ll;)v1|o"teuhnig§es',1andthefinancing of an
o-v]|-t -uh: =v -tvo bm |_‘ecelbby fuhd: Thewund is supposed
CAMPAIGNER, SAYS 0= ub|bl-tt< m7-m];u;7 %o hd payfer;recbvery efforts of Southern I O T m 7 J t - = O I - 7 i u u b V
$1& ) Southern Bent-wing Bats(Miniopterus  Bent-wing Bats, offsetting the loss of : . . !
! " ! $ orianae bassangnd Australasian -m< O-|v hbtt;7: "otm7v tbh; - 1_;-r Pomaderns VaCC|n||fOI|a
$ )! Bitterns (Botaurus poiciloptilus). way to greenwash a destructive
The plan is to place an underground 7'A't0f|'m|' T_;a ub|bl-tt< m7-m];u;7 lotm7Jt;-=destrutionatmrg b v
T_; ;m|Outlh )bm7 -ul powerline through Cobboboonee ;t;7:;t o= _-ul Ib|b]- |bom %o btt O; -avt;m7;u v_ut0 |_-| omtc th™;v bm --t%mu;7v okl
7;7;torl;m| _-v -tlov| Jo| -|bom-t -uh?7 ubvhbm] 7-1I- ]7 ||0ulbm 7 0< lott;1|bm] |_; -mbl-tv (blloub- tbh; $o0t-m]b7 bm]t-h;7 _ubw|[i:v Ohtth7 "|
the green light after a rushed and ublbl-tte m7-ml;u;7 rrt; HHA:7 -m7 bmftu;7: |uTt< loml;umbm] m7u;%v7 t|_-17 ou;;m7 )_b|It;v;-7 to&g¥q cHrfhdlp,"M7
fmvi[[tbm] m buoml;m| ==(Eutulyptussplende® -m7 (Ttm;u-04%-< |o <tooh -=|;u= |_u;-|;m;7 -mbl-tv 1 u;;h P ;-t;v'btt;Q %b|_ bvot-|;7 rqb‘bt4|bomH pgm | _;
"I-1shm] Po"Q ruolivv: $_; Flvipum rr;ul iEodalyptus teetering on the edge of existence. La Trobe Valley around Tyers and Cowwarr. identify this plant
7'1Abe°m. by mo % %f’bl— |_,falpvl‘qm1+§)Weneedrenewgblgs,but ml; |_;v; |TuObm;v -u; bmv|-tt;7 $_;<Juo% |o =otu l;|u;v [-tt %eb|_ |_bm-@T-tol=pw -%a7thv
m~buoml;m| bmbv]|;u? Tumota)t-thh.expenseoftheW|IdI|feand -m7 vi-u| Jo 1-tv: 7-1-1:7 %ebtt |_:< vi-tt :ttbr|bl t:-":;v7 7-uh Ju::m om |or intheirkange|:
$_u;; hbtol;|u;v =uol ou|t-MapitgiEmtheyre supposed to protect Liu 05 Uil ou viblL ;7 0==5 tm7;um;-|_7 %b|_ “;t";]< _-buv: $_;< 7bextSpringuol o|_;u
tTm7b|fl-u- otm|u«7 |_bv ruiotodan-FPIanningMinister,Sonya -|=v tmtbh;t<7 ]b";m |_; vblmb=b1-m| rol-7;uubv 0< _-"bm] r;|-tv om |_;bu 1 uSeéddflyisu chn ;
hasraisedtheconcernsofecologists bth;mm«7 O;tbh;";v |_; blr- 1|voﬁ>,mv|| m| o 0tbt7 |_; bm=u-v|jutl|tu;: =to%;uv |_-| -rr;-u bm "rubm]: =bm7 lou; o=
lomv;u”-[bombv|v -m7 0tv_#-thuuvnrbuembl- t%° t=-u; 1‘S§Bn%turecopsnwhnecorporatlons $ ;<Ju; |_u;-[;m;7 O0c 1t;-ubm] Pr-u|blti-uitceMbém77
I-mc <;-uv: $orlov| bv b|v rueBkit{etkol-m-];7: $_bv bv 0 piotif, Om UO-7VDH7:vQ7 % ::7V7 =:u-t 7;:u7 Ouo%ovyLS)H‘ir'Qf‘U”%tott QbIDY mrADF-= ol THEIS COBBRNINATURALIST
We absolutely need renewable energy =bu;: )b|_ ;v|bl-|;v 0= 0;|%;;m "« |o '"P Fl[fyrtbv]: U . . _
lo 1010-] |_; blr-1|v o= |_; 1tbl-|; rt-m|v u;l-bmbm]7 ;==ou|v m;;7 |o 0; I- "7“Ir<9%<15'°l”" %oouhbm] Jo v-73 totm7Jt;-= o
lubvbv: T| |o ;m7-m];u %bt7tb=; tbh; eachsurviving plant. Oc fobmbm] vtu’ic 7-<v |o I-r rt-my
Southern Bent-wing Bats, Australasian $ ; lolltmb|¢ _-"; rt-<;7 - h;< uot; bm |Ubvi v Y10 7T°?bYTLr°U| tb] t '1|b07mVT|01VIOI(’)/-
Bitterns ad Brolgas(Antigone v-"; lotm7Jt;-= ol-7;uubv: -ttbm] ot| 01 t’Vlr%;flbonPuoTrrn||o_toltj)hu-n—1|]'u ,(ng7JrT1__°°_c
rubicunda) u;ru;v;mlv |_; v-I; o= I-|fTu; rt-m|v 7fubm] |_; lomv|u’rl|bn nvatelgﬁd IR T
Ilbm7v;| |_-| _-v t;7 Jo |_; 1tbl-]; North-South Pipeline in 2008 led to it being listed as P
and biodiversity crisis. threatened under our state nature laws, theFlora and For details on where to survey and how to report new
Renewable energy projects that Fauna Guaranteed Act. 0% 7 bm]t-h; ub;m7v odisdoveries, contact Sera Blair, NatureWatch Coordinator,
drive destruction of nature not only ou;vi P Q -u; %ouhbm] _-u7 |o ruol; b¢rd@¥npb-orglau=uol

jeopardise wildlife and their habitats
but also the social licence of these
projects. Let's hope Murray Watt can

oroect nihe wrong piace. " Tiny reserves are a big deal

C uo0t]-RATBICK KAVANAGH/FLICKR

, " " e and tiny Lerderderg River protect
[ ) $ 1'$ $ lutlb-t u;lm-m|v 0= %007t-m7v -m7
%o-|;U%-<v: |_;uv ruo"b7; vl-t;7
) ) with Ben Nevis, Bungal, Waterloo
cattered across Victoria’'s central and the expanded Ben Major reserve
west are dozens of bushland protecting thousands of hectares.
and nature reserves quietly holding m “u< vi-tt usviu™;v thh; love|
the line for nature. Right now, 30 tr tbmh t- u] u -Ob| [v: -
:Sbvibm] -m7 "V Mm%t u; 10£I u7 | Cuviutv =oul - th bm]
OTv_t-m7 u;viu™iv u; I-t:m TnM g ouI tbvbm] | ;1 bv om; o=
ou tm= ouItbv? $_5< %o;uU; ; v|%o v |o viltu: -=TITU'
-v'or-u| 0= |_; r-1h-]; bmltT L) ﬂ—ITu tm7;u ru;vvtu;: mi;
m:;% m-lbom-t r-uhv bm |_; Lam{y:-f:77 | :cJtt ;$1tt7; 7-1-]bm]
West.AItogether,theyWHIadd7076 Ib~b|b;v tbh —bu %007 lott:1|bom7
_:1]-usv Jo |_; (bljoub-m r- g'erYng‘érLd|recreatlonal hunting,
uol |_; -1;70m I-m];v |o | _}Jb"bm] m-|tfu; uool |o u;10";u: =]|;u
Pyrenees, they act as islands and <;-uv 0= 7;t-<7 b|]v |bl; =ou Jo " ;uml;m|
connective corridors, allowing wildlife [o _omotu b|v ruolbv; -m7 =bmbv_ |_;
[o viu"b™; bm t-m7vil-r;v =ufQPl MAf;7oul-tt< ruo|;1|bm] |_; =1tt
0< uo-7v7 =-ulv -m7 7;";torlimmfu-t % ;v| r-uhv m;|[%ouh:
"ol; -u; vl-tt Ot] ro%;u="tt: Ben Gill, Nature Conservation

$<t7;m7 t-1h ou;v|7 "t-|< Cantpaigner

C $<t7;m ~-|tu; Lv;u™;7 f- f-)fuutm]
0T m|WBENSGILL
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u-vvt-m7 -1t7b|9 vol; %obmv7 |-m«

|[bom of|1
u;”;-tv - 1bS;7 u;rou| 1-u7:
The 2010 MSA deal between the
(bljoub-m -m7 =;7;u-t ]Jo";
Ju;;mtb]| 7;7;torl;m| bm ;tO
growth corridors, regardless of
threatened wildlife or habitats at
7;7;torl;m| vb|;v: m ;S1_-m]n7l;
developers paid a levy which funds But before purchase, habitat health of our grasslands.
rful_-v; o= |_; ruolbv;7 );vlswmlovitc 0;:m bm 7;1tbm::rydidh needs to act now before

u-vvt-m7 !;v;u”; P) 1Q7 u-&cguisition is therefore vital. But funds they're destroyed.
Eucalypt Woodland Reserve, 36 aren't available because the levy is ] )
Conservation Areas, and 1600 haof ~ paid only as Melbourne grows. There ~ When fully acquired, the WGR is
additional grassland habitat. are two options: raise the levy, or ruolbv;7 [o bm1tt7; -] t;-v| ee7eee
pay for upfront purchase. Both are ha of grassland to offset grassland

<

o

(@]

ADRIAN MARSHALL, g

$ $ |7 | uu+ %’

1] $) §

n n ‘.‘“ g

] & 3 g

Q

eleased at the end of last year, E
the long-awaited 2024 audit of g
|_; ;t0ofum; "|u-|;1bl wvv; =
P " Q =o0lfv;v om b|v ruo]u z
Sr;1];7 lomv;u’”- =

"lubr;7

¢

t-m7 bv -1ttbu;77 b| blraldTmb|b;v % bt;

The wins essential to stop the decline. destroyed in growth corridors. Current
o . _ L svIibl-|;v vT]];v] - "eee - v_ou|=-tt:

$_suilv lou; "lubr;7 ;ltivv pdacigirchase challenges Plus, a huge restoration effort is
(Delma impargcross the WGR than ;

. 2 needed in purchased grasslands.
;S 1|7 -7 t¢Baheld « We need to protect the last best , . , :

. : , But there’s no sign that's happening.
amoena)populations are stable, as bits of our grasslands before they’re . )
. Where’s the infrastructure to produce
are Southern Brown Bandicoots destroyed. o R
|_; "-v| -lofm| o= v;;7 m;;7;7 |o

(Isoodon obesulus obesulusarge-fruit A |ot of the WGR is in poor health.

Groundsels(Senecio macrocarpuaje [=v blrou|-m|7 0%| mo| |_; res%)re ﬂl? sz;nsds of hectares of
Jobm] %o;tt: )cm7_-1 b|< o Trighlytality patches of grassland u-vv

bm|;ubl I-m-];1;m| ruo]u-17 should be purchased and protected .

-bl;7 -] toohbm] -=[;u =1]|T uirs) The Conservation Areas include Audits threatened

t-m7 0;=ou; b| Ji|v _-m7;7 [Qoluf&1;tt;m| “-tt;v -m7 v_gHeechrit Silver Review into the

Victoria, is producing great results. priority.

u-1l|bl-ttc< -tt |_; ruolbv;7
Eucalypt Woodland Reserve is
privately owned with no way to

rtOtbl v;u“bl; u;loll;m7v 1_-m]bm]
. utV®4v =uol ;";u< |%o0 <;-uv |o =b";:
The worries That would be a disaster.

Golden Sun Moths(Synemon

he MSA ds strong public
plana)are in decline, with declining -1ttbui b| %b|_of| - rotb|bl-tts y (11 Mmte |%0 <;-uv -]o |_:
i i tO0tbl 1tfbvb|bom ~;ut-«<: ..0b7] ' =’
sgltable habitat. The range of_ challenue. 1tbm:7 |o |;tt tv _0% I-m<
different plants usually found in g f the 36 Conservation Areas had

Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands is
disappearing. Spiny Rice-flowers
(Pimelea spinescerm)e dying with
few new plants growing, for no clear

v lolr;mv-|bom =ou blr-1] Vbe/‘érpﬂu{&%ed and what condition

m(;lzqurne s_grgvtvth cor::dors thed they were in. We had to do our own
IS required o purchase good, People’s Audit just to find out. Last

occupied habitat in rural Victoria 6r-}hey %tood by while 40 ha of

reason. Rabbits are still destroyingthe =ou -||;7 t-SJtbtb;v P"'— "
lotm|u<=v lov| blrou|-m| rOfb’l-;LlFflllm%o,UV P'—-¢ -Q -m7 ]8 ¥V m'7 || -tthmiuv lo-77 otm| 1olbm] =uol |_; :Tm]‘rv:o b
o= T|lom )ubmRutiGesiu | "tm o|_v Puve Q K - |o]- t% u; (557T bo-V |;] _07bl-tt< 7;v|uo«;7: ‘ruo_u- ‘Ey|u-tbv7 | _; ;|£0/w
leptorrhynchoides). 1600 ha. ;" bv - _f];tc blrou|-m]| bIru,vg/vg ’ bm_ ] tohr.n7]JI,S”rov
;";tor;uv -u; |u-v_bm] Ju-vfoeug vn purchasing that 1600 ha 1omv u-lbom ruoJu-I =ou om; o= - m - l_’. m-fs b
0;=ou; |_; Jo ;uml;m| 1-m rtould bring real wins. In other words, |_; lofmlu<=v lov| |_u;-[;m;7 Pro tip: it can be easier to search for

| :1:$ _bv I;-mv - to| o= _ - ugoothcuality grassland, not yet trashed _-0Db|-|v: ou b| [o vt11;;77 %; m;;7 |l 7tubm] |_; 7-<7 vo <of
-m7 ;S|u- ;Sr;mv; |o |tum |bytevelopers, that can be protected. lu-mvr-u;mlc: blbmbv_bm] viut|bme -m7 :S-1lt< %_ju; fo "bvb| -=];u

around. Plus, developers waste MSA These would be reserves providing progress towards conservation goals
u;votul;v rt-<bm] t;]-t 1-l;viIt1_JIm;;7;7 Ju;;m vr-1;v =oaouldlave drastic consequences.
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ruol;1lbm] |_; 0;V] its way across threatened wetlands
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0/ [ ] L] —
so®@U UbyIVOM | ; o00= .
c
Icouldn’tbelieve it when | had to leadbeateri)-m7 ;tl;]|;7 3
Vio% 70% m =ou - =;(@ds o]Hongyeaters (Lichenostomus melanops §
procinus)crossing the road in front of ssp. cassidix)Both rely on the Yarra =
I; bm ot7v|u;-1 u;1l;m|t<: (-tt;<« v%o-lrt-m7v -v |_;bu omt< _ol;: —
$ :l-bm rortt-|bom o= o] $u Wvli _-0b|-| o] ;ju Ju-v_ %b]|_ °
=otm7 -tom] |_; brrvt-m7 tla-pu=wm]0-uhbm] -m7 _-ug o 08019 of feral deer is of the
)btvomv wuol |o |_; brrvt-m70%h70:7 | _bv 7;;u I-h; b] -thidh_e'stpriority.
0] ;iU %o;u; bm|u07T1;7 lo %X |bub-: *-uu- (-tt;<5 - Yyglb written to the Conservation
bm svuu O< |_; 11tbl-|bv-|bbrii"bL®yHe-< -Luovy Tm?u Vt9Du7 -1, -m-];1;m]|
of Victoria. This invasive speciesisbad hbtol;[u;v o= =-ult-m7 -m7 A@fofifMelbourne Water and Yarra
m;%Vv =ou m-|b~; _-0b|-|v7 I7rmI°b|mr]‘|V5 u_-"; v_ool; LF\*{alngesC0unC|Icalllngforswﬁtac'uon
thelrwaythroughnatlveplants ;7 -mbl-tv5 lo ;u-7b1-|; =;u-t o] ;;u: );=u;
ubm]O-uhbm] Ju;;v -m7 1-tvioml}|;juavbe% :b| |u-";tt;7 |_;1-ttbm] =ou - V%ob=| —m7 |b|;t< |
%o-v 7bvl-<:7 |o v:; <;| -m odistagee, it's a terrible discovery. An l[o bmb|b-|; -m ju-7bl-|bom ruo.
species of feral deer in theYarraVaIIey eradication plan needs to be initiated voom -v rovvbOt;: m7 |o u;lo”;
0;=ou; |_;< ;v|-0tbhwo|:1|bom =ju-t o] ;;u _-"; tn

-m7 %o - tR&I%SPmI; L
population in the area.
_o0$];|bljoub-m
I-h;v 1t;-u |_-
u-7b1-

1 orrbm]7 v]olrbm
- ] | 1 - the Wildlife Actto enable effective

-m7 =ou:v|v: < bll;7b-|; | omluot c?[]t[cilﬂr}publlcandprlvateland.

went to Critically Endangered Lowland
;-70;-];u=v o ({Gyihobelideus

Spotlight on Naturewith Meghan Lindsay

vau
| ru;”; m|bom7Jordan Crook, Parks and Nature

|[bom -m7 1om|-bml; @mpaigmer, %o
;/
/

_ov|] tTm]lb tb™; bm to|v o= (bl|oub-m _-0b]-
)<r;u=;t7 -|bom-t -uh |o vtO-trbm;7 1o0-v|-t
rainforests and even in urban gardens. They live on lots

o= 7b==;u;m| Ju;;v bmltt7bm] ;tT1-t<r|v7 0-m
-m7 ;7;m bm|uo7t1;7 vr;1b;v tbh; !'-7b-|- bm

~ov|] tTm]ftv
Omphalotus nidiformis
H ;-7 of] =ou - mol|tum-t %-m7;u
u-bmv 0;]bm -m7 <ot Ib]_| vro]| -
-l |_; O0-v; o= -m ot7 ;T1-tcr|: _ov]|

their eerie title through an extraordinary ability called
Obottlbm;vl;m1;:

$_bv ]btt;7 Ifv_uool |<rbl-
b|v vioubm] 0o7b;v bm *|
- 70%mrotu 1-m vol;|bl;v
|[_;1of| -] o]_;u |bl;v o= |_
They grow in overlapping clusters on
decaying and living trees. Their funnel-
V_-r;7 1-rv -u; tvt-ttc 1u;-
% b|_ vol; Ouo%m |o Ot-1h
=|;u 7-uh b|=v - 7b==;u;m|
you've let your eyes adjust to the
7-uhm;vv7 <cof=tt mo|b1l; -

om P (1Bl gpiily: ol =ou - mb]_| %-th7 v;; b=
1 V8 9tz (—cf*}{g

Tlﬂ‘e]ghé(n Lmdﬁhy is VNPA's Communications Advisor and
resident fungi fanatic

¢ _ov|

T m MEGHBN LINDSAY
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Endangered Bar-tailed Godwit, Western Port Bay,
tmfuom] o tASHWLEY ABDERSON/INATURALIET

vV );v|;um ou| -<=v I-lv-u
ruo|;1|bom O;bm] %o;-h;m;75

SHANNON HURLEY, $&! IS
CAMPAIGNER, SAYS VRET IS TESTING RAMSAR'’S
INTEGRITY

ith the proposal to incorporate | s ru;"botv );v|;um ou| !-lv-u
the Victorian Renewable Energy -m-];I;m| t-m -m7 |_; ‘¢ 7Tu-=|:
$;ulbm-t P(! $3Q %bf_bm );vigumpba¥byb-m o ;uml;m| bvbeOm]tdm];u 0;bm] I;-mbm]=ttt<
“¢=V %o [t-m7v7 bl=v =-bu [ mvhg GRATIIm-|bom-t -]u;; | audressed in the draft plan.
re-mv =ou [_; 7;7;torl;m| O; ﬂ-.j@ﬂ';?uqm]_m_]; );v|];um ou] V=ZVu;vtt|7 | _; ubvh o= r_<vbil-t 7-1-];
00f:1Ib7; ~vvivvlim|s P-lv-udtbv ;7 % ;|t-m7v7 '77f6;\/\\/e‘f|9d:8§hasbeeﬁ,downplayed B ,
$_;u;]lv loml;umv |_; blr-1|threats and protecting their ecological leaving the draft plan failing to adciress
loll;ulb-t 7;7;torl;m| om );whanaater. om; o= );v|:um ou| -<=v lov]
Port Bay's internationally significant l-lv-u l-m-];l;m| rt-mv -u; serio;Jsthreatls ’
wetlands are being glossed over in reviewed every seven years with . . dh. )
the push to progress the VRET. The the process overseen by Melbourne We've raise tese:\ concerns In our .
project represents the largest dredging  water. A clear and concerning change \(; :rnot l(b;/:;b?O Lnl b n1 _nzlorngJE r:t:nl ? /i"’un; vLi bl;/r: v

1-Ir-b]lm bm [_; -u;- vbm1l; Re!205 draft is the downgrading, R
listing in 1982. This clearly warrantsa - \n7 bm vol: 1-v:v7 olbvvbormMoUombim|-t 7;1bvbomJi-hbm]:

1-us=1t7 7;0-bt;7 -vvivvliim| 167 bdiblhkv7;~:torl;m| ru;vvtMere broadly, this highlights the

om m-|fu; bm |_; 0-¢<7 -v -mpnd 1484t draft downplays the tul;m| m;;7 =ou - l-ubm; vr-|b-t rt-m
7;%torl;m| v_ott7: |_u;-] o= 1oll;ulb-t 7;%;torl;R[ Q =ou );v|;um ou| -<7 0-1h;7
These concerns have intensified -m7 =-btv |o ruor;ut< -1hm oBa dedicated fund to run in parallel

following the finalisation of the -vv;vv blr-1|v vt1l_ -v 7bu;1dthe\RHT.|JAn MSP would bring
m-buoml;m|-t ==;1|v "|-];|destrietioi.Qhese pressures were lolltTmb|<7 bm7tv|u< -m7 Jo " ;uml;m|
viorbm] u;ttbu;l;m|v -m7 |_explicitly+&cognised in the previous together to plan the bay’s future in

of the draft review of the Western plan, yet are now absent. a coordinated way. It would protect

ou| I-lv-u -m-[;I;m| t-m: ¢ . |plbm] o= |_bv v_b=| bvhabiiatsand wildlifeo provide certainty,

Yb|_tol-t 1olltmb]|b;v %.-|ligtome] The proposed VRET involves close planning gaps and restore

ltov;t<7 ofu vtOlbvvbom b7rmjlbbvai? |_; hbm7 o= 1loll; wbifidence that Western Port Bay is

significant and troubling gap between activity and habitat destruction that O;bm] I-m-];7 u;vromvbOt«:

C Skinkbabiesboostcolony

Eleven Endangered Guthega SkinKkiopholis guthega)
released into a protected community in the Alpine

National Park could soon become 13, with a female known
as Omeo due to give birth in March.

One of Australia’s only alpine lizards, Guthega Skinks live

on ‘sky islands’ above 1,600 metres in two isolated alpine

locations — the Bogong High Plains and Mt Kosciuszko. AS ¢ | _:]- "h zmds \BCTORIA

the climate warms, their alpine zone has been retracting, Beard-heath, their favourite food. In December, seven

and there is nowhere higher for them to go. More frequent syinks joined an initial cohort of four. All have survived,

multlpl.e colon|e§ lost injthe 2003 flres.- _ ‘It's going awesome,’ said skink specialist Dr Zak Atkins. ‘It
A captive breeding program by Zoos Victoria has just looks like a normal functioning wild colony, which is
culminated in the release of the lizards to a specially exactly what we wanted.’ A

designed enclosure furnished with granite rocks and Source:theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/29/skink-endangered-
hundreds of plants, including Alpine Mint Bush and Snow alpine-lizard-numbers-alpine-national-park-victoria
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Salty Scienceith Tilly webb L

$-vi-mb-m t:mmc«
Parablennius tasmanius

<ot]u; r-|b;m|7 v|btt -m7 h;;r <cofu ;<;v Ju-bm;7 om
uolh< 1u;"bl;v bm v_-tto% %o-|;uv7 <ot Ib]_| ftv]| O;

U;%-u7;7 %b|_ - "bvb| =uol - $-vI-mb-m t;mmc4
Spotting this elusive, character-filled fish can be done in
[b7-t rootv8 _0%o; " ;u7 <ofu O;v|] 1_-ml1; bv %b|_ - vmouh;t

bm “;u< v_-tto% %o-|;uv: -u]; uolhv 107;u;7 %b]|_ |T0;
%ooul 1tflrv -u; Tvt-ttc % _;u; viubh; Jot7:
$ ; $-vil-mb-m t;mm«c bv - vl-tt vt;m7;u =bv_ 107;u;7

bm - |ot]_ vtbl< vhbm Pmo v1-t;vQ7 lo||t;7 Ouo%om7 %b|_
two distinctive fringed tentacles over their eyes. If

you've ever had the pleasure to spot one of these

=bv_ | _;m <ot]tt -tu;-7< hmo% |_:;<Ju; :S1;;7bm]t< 077:
ollom Ot;mm« O;_-"botuv bm1tf7; ;uu-|bl-tt< % _brrbm]

[ _;lv;t™;v Jo =-1; -m< 7bv]|Tu0-m1l; _;-7J0%MvI-Mb-m tSASEHA &CHULZ/INATURALIST
%o-|1_bm] %b|_ - |bt|;7 _;-77 ;-1_ ;<; -bl;7 F 7%A%7T-tt< .

.z et-nm ) T — - -.b-T: _bvr-u|lblft-ulo™;lI;m| bv o=|;m 7;v
tbhi - 1_-litiom Ju-1hbm] %0 juu-m]| Eb%g’-'thbm]ﬂ 0t] %o0tt7 -ult: |_-| - 0:[];u 72\
Many unique features of the Blenny are adaptations ‘fIingingr’). -

[_-1 _str | _;1 %os-|_su |_; 7Tu-l-|bl-ttc 7¢m-Ib1 ) . _ ) o
bm|;ulb7-t -0b|-] |_:< 1-tt _ol;: bh; - 19=V % HYU A7 Ot,t:nm|< 1-m 0; b—oﬂTm? gm (
Pvrilb=bl-ttc |_; j<;0uo0% %o_bvh;qu7|—|’ é_qcﬁreﬁg]r}@\é\}fmirrlna(ndc;/utc;ftae-crc:ezigeslir,lé B
|;m|-1t;v Pou lbuubAQ -u; v;mvou<Aou]9 l{r%.f 1] &ﬁweifrﬂghv I bl-]bm: | -] :-1_ uolh
tm7;uvi-m7 -m7 m-"b]-|; |_;bu ;m°buo m g -ﬁ_t,;b ¢ 1b|<7 -m7 -tt |_; uolh< v_-tt
-u; 107;u;7 bm Ibluovlorbl _-buJdtbh; T éThTr Ut_r{]\fn - -

| -] u;lou?7 -m7 Ju-mvt-|; Ibm*t|; 1_-m];¥ B %o Tu’

I’|r’u_|1‘u’7 1_’|bvlu(7 -m7 |0A’|'m| X |b|,(OT :bm7 <OTUV;t: bm V_-th%o %0'|;U

Pectoral and pelvic fins are rounded and positioned to allfavour and investigate all the hidey-holes in sight. You

-tto% Ot;mmb;v |o vb| 1ol=0u|-0t< om |_b;1)-u| 1t-ttnv7|5\k/)lgn77v SRyl-mb-m t;mmc
rfv_ |_;lv;tT;v bm vi-tt bm1lu;l;m|v o~;uTilly Wehb isstubying marine science at Deakin University

"lom;=t< I-h;v =;7;u-t tbv|

fter years of advocacy by VNPA, and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988This

-1-7;1blv -m7 |_; m]|oloinmkldésgite the independent Scientific
"olb;|< o= (blJoub-7 | omm?z bhvorul< ollb]||;; -Ju;;bm] % b|_ |
Wingless Stoneflies(Riekoperla need for a declared critical habitat.
darlingtoni)have been listed as T AL . - ;
Critically Endangered under federal Ibl_ 1_; i7:;u-t o"sumlim] =bm-tt«

. . tbvibm] | _bv blombl -mbl-t7 | omm-
nature laws (Environment Protection Buang Wingless Stoneflies will
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). g Wing :
) get recognition and the increased

In 2020, Y"f‘rra Ranges Council rotection of federal nature laws.

ruorov:;7 0tbt7bm] - 1o m{-RBhefylly this will end further
Obh; 7;7 torlim| viu-b]_| |-“-‘1T;]|Hv lo 0tbt7 bm-rruorub-|;

|_ibu _ol;: m "o *7 | 5 (b1IOUBAY | m|v bm |_:bu |bm< _ol:

o";uml;m| hmolh;7 0-1h OTange
application to have a two to four '
vtt-u; hbtol;|u; -u;- 7;1t-u;JortlanbGrodk; Parks and Nature
habitat under state nature laws(Flora Campaigner C | omm- t-m] )bm]t;vvANZREWDOUGH
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C ";u"b;% o= lbm;m| -m;t=v~t-m‘5 : f/o y
u;loll;m7-[bomv =ou ;mfu-t b]_t-m7v Vi< G
=0 U ; V$OURCE: VICTORIAN GOVT -~ 7 ‘e,
L] & / N
- Units 1, 3 and 4 Unit 5
- VEAC recommendationLink Yarra Ranges, VEAC recommendation:
C oof;; "|-|; ou;v]|7 Kinglake, Lake Eildon and Baw Baw national  Several public land categories
. . )tutm7f;ub oJusmineCAGY parks and Bunyip, Cathedral Range and commensurate with the broadly
. . 0, .
‘JORDI"A‘N CROOK, W ndmd rlﬁt;v ;nrz lf[ | %o \lln u 'TEX'IDGEF'[ advice rejected Moondarra state parks as an expanded lower natural values and
1 $&! L Gr}ufl oo 7e gb]s _0?% bg|,bo mv$|-o lbm:m| -m:t]v =bm-t national park. uses that would conflict with
CAMPAIGNER, (b1loub-=v ruol;1]:7 -u:- m; Lllg/;l,@LI,Ihm7 lbomv bm1tt7;7 ;Sr-m7bm] $_;u;=v viuom] lolltmb]|< vt rERGH proposalSmall additions to national protected area designations.
& " f particularly in the Central Highlands. |_; m-lbom-t r-uhv ;v|-]; |[o tbmh I-m« for nature protection and expanded parks, large areas to forest park, addition to ~ More detailed information,
) $ () In late January 2026, the Victorian Sbv|bm] vI-tt;u r-uhv7 ;v|-0tbv_bm] -lbom-t r-uhv: $_bv 7bv-rrcBunyipState Park. A cultural reserve above  including information from
mobu L:’ﬁlym (\alvcvov? m Wrﬂh’ﬂ p=bl-m| -u;-v -v - =ou;v| r-uh7 %0015I110| bv - Ibvv;7 orrou|tm iBjayip&tate Park and the Rubicon area, with ~community engagement, is
P léo -m7|7 7 0% m b|v| <OverYvn?l -|tt< riulb|v =ou;v|u< ru-1|bl;v [_; tt-m o ;umli;m]| |o 1u;-|; lfrge areas to the north to remain state forests required for this unit.
of the values of state forests in the btiu'lo |_ov; bm |_; |%-<v ou;V] u;-| ou; v_| - | b_o m-t -uh: | b(unpratected). EPCE proposalCultural reserve
Central Highlands'. The report is based | -tv o u;loll;m7;7 1u;-|bm] - opportunity to give habitats and Govt decision:Yarra Tributaries Forest Reserve for Tallarook State Forest area.
om =bm7bm ] v =uol |_: IbmA Iancliﬁert)ure type, ‘cultural reserve’, % bt7tb=; |_; 1_-m1; |o u;1o added tovarra Ranges National Park. Currently Rest to remain state forest.
—ou olltmbl< m]-]: I | P fegguring high levels of Traditional 7;1-7;v o= to]lbm] 7-1-];: already protected in a closed water catchment Govt decision:No change.
Uit-v:7 bm 1|00'u",-‘"' % m:;u l-m-];1;m]|: where public access is not permitted. Unit 6
AR ' ' _ , _ Hopes and threats Unit 2 -
delivered protection for just 13,500 -vv,vviim]| ( I-bm|-bm;7 |_-| - There’s still hope. While threats VEAC recommendationCould provide an of outstanding natural values
-9 |_; +-uu- $ubOt|-ub;v orWl7 ; :Sr-m7;7 m-|bom-t r-uh bm |_; =uol to]lbm] P% _b1l_ 1o071t7 uwppbrumty to link the Yarra Ranges and Lake commensurate with a national
!_;v;u“_;7 % b1l _|_;]o ;uml; m|m|U t b]_t-m7v Ptmb| -u;-v « |o “ onfob|_ |_; vluoh; o= - r;mQ7 |Eitddm3tional parks. Has a high level of uses park designation. Covers upper
agreed to add to Yarra Raﬁges National |_; I-rQ u;l-bmv m;1;vv-u<7 7;vrb]|; bm-rruorub-|; 7;"7;torl;m]| r;uwbtgenerally compatible with national parks Thomson Catchment with crucial
Sl uiviut: lTuu m|t<|vj|]/0‘%éb[n|bm|‘v u;f;l1lbom: ( =v | _;v; =ou; v|v7 vo 70;v |_ 1-Iikelhl]mtingandmineralsextraction.Forest importance for water supply.
); -1hmo%t;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv r-u | o {/_ %o - 11 _1;m]| %o _suggestion for “a large, protected area’ lo ruo|;1] |_;I |_uot]_ m; Ao - park or regional park would be commensurate  Conflict with protected area
. tm1;7;7 |[u-7bZzom-t t-m7v -m7 (yoiacce55|sproh|b|ted Thlsclosed ‘mlolr-vvbm] -u;-v %b|_ ot|v]-m7bm] :Sr-m7;7 m-|bom-t r-uhv: with the values and allow for these uses. status such as mineral extraction.
N ofthe)TuTm?fub7 TmTuo ~ o =. . .
"\ $-tm]tutm] -m7 tm- bﬁt@{}lﬁV\g” be retained. So realistically, m'- |tfu-t "-tt;v %ott7 _-"; tbmh;7 |_; ( ]v =bm-t -vv;vvl ;m| viu;m HPCErproposalState forest. EPCE proposalForest park.
e > and recognise their ongoing this patch of forest was already a ;Sbvibm] m-|bom-t -m7 v|-|; r-uhv: | the case for expanded protection in Govt decision:No change. Govt decision:No change.
e role in caring for Country protected area. was not supported. the Central Highlands.
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Who's protecting
our marine parks?

L (Y8

&$" 1 &$$ &!
MARINE HABITATS AT RISK,
SAYSHANNON HURLEY,
MARK RODRIGUE ~ CHRIS
SMYTH

|_; %o-];u l;-mv =:%;u 1_;1hRéctuery and risk at Barwon

7;l;uu;m1;7 -m7 lou; orrou|$ ﬁ:|< =ou

btt;]-t =bv_bm] |o vtbr |_uo IFI_ | 5 1u-1hv

Kr-ulbltt-ut< bm l-ubm; ruommlpF |_; 1t;-u;v| :S-lrt;v bv rt-<bm]
-U;-Vv |_-| ustc om -1|b"; ;m=-owua Barmdn Bluff Marine Sanctuary,

|]o I-bm|-bm ruo]|;1l|bom: where locals have been watching both

$_; U,llml 1T|V :Tul_;u %0;_%;;]:[{):;[-#( -m7 ubvh tm=o0ot7 Vb?, 0« vb
-tu;-7< o”;uv|u;|1_;7 lolrtb-myh 'o7ub]T;7 - 1;10;u o= ub;m7v

blloub-=v 0tvb;v| [-ubmysk|ludeicv=;%;u =bv_;ub;®f8e Blyff hag spent years observing

and protected areas are now be- om |_; %o-|;u7 |_; utt;v 0;104._-mdpvybm |_bv vI-tt 0F| ;loto]bl-tt
bm] -vh;7 |o =;m7 =ou |_;Ivig;wlmou; -m7 lou; [;Irlbm] pdrey|-m| v-ml|t-uc:
|_ov; %ouhbm] bm I-ubm; I-ym-klimEoul;l;m| 7o;v ol1tuwrdltmb|c [;10;uv -] -u%om
|_; % -umbm] vb]lmv -u; |oo FsHédshigHt orfmtife scale of the tt==7 -m7 -] v;";u-t o|_;u l-ubm;
increasingly hard to ignore. ruoOt;l: Tv| t-v] lom|_7 | % 6amnciwaries, have observed
Shannon Hurley, Nature Conservation ~ were caught at Mt Eliza with 147 encouraging signs of recovery after
-lr-bJm;u %b|_( 7 v;;v |_:0-tom; K «** o= |_;| tm7;uv®®s7- =;% <;-uv 0= ruo|;1|bom: 'olh
lomv;tt;mi1l;v o= u;1;m| Jo ;wmlimm]|;S|7 |_; 7-btc 0-] tHolisiens have kgen recorded in
decisions already being felt on the =b”; r;u r;uvom4 $_; tm1oldosationg where they were previously
%o-|;u: =|;u |_; v]-]; Jo™;umlitimy|bom bv _0% I-mc vblbt-@wW;0t¥ Bm vol; 1-v;v %b|_bm I;[u;v
rtv_;7 -_;-7 %b|_ 11]|v |_-|uodéotheFadar. |_; v_ou;tbhm; -| to% |b7;:a
lou; |_-m _-t= 0= =uom|tbm}) 3PV _5§AiYmb|< I;10;uv -u; "ot|_;um lolh @asup;uv

officers in Port Phillip and Western

increasingly stepping in to report edwardsii)play a critical role on

oul 0-«v7 t-ul; v|u;|1l_;v o=p@f:y_{oMl|b"b|<7 |_;< 1-mmo|(lKL}mwb-=v uolh< u;;=v -v 0o]_
_i="btaTv;7 -m7 lov| to™;7 %-lo¥¥7 mo| K 0; ;Sr;1]:7 |o hshylom; ru;7-louv -m7 vi-";m];uv:

are left with far fewer guardians
toohbm] ot| =ou |_;I:

the role that should be carried out Healthy lobster populations regulate

O< Ju-bm;7 ;m=o0ul;l;m| o==hethivorous|grazers such as sea

Nature groups, recreational fishersand ubvh< rt-1; |o O0; =ou |_; _;-tulobmval-bm|-bmbm] |_; 0-t-m1; o
bm7ftv|ju<« 0o7b;v -tt u-bv;7 Q-swWr-I-m7 =ou |_; 1ollfmb|beefhabitqts. Large lobsters are even
loml;um -| |_; |bl;9 =;%;u @5 inl7; uwovmom ;|I: 1-r-0t; o= ru;<bm] om t-1hJvrbm;7
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Sea Urchins, which are causing ruo|;1|;7 -u;-v -tom] |_; u;-Ju;l;-mlt|v - 0-1h700u |O
vblmb=bl-m| 7-1-]; |o h;tr =loow;Aqjv=uol $outt-< |o )-uum-tehorgudbmbm] |_; m;|%o0ouh7 %.b]
across south-eastern Australia. has shifted to the recently established m;;7 =ou |_; l;vvcrotb|bl-t ruo
"bm1; (bl]loub- ;v|-0tbv_;7 byv-lmogtm;!o-7 o-v| -m7 -um7 lolltmb|c ot|u-]; |_-| %ott
m;|%ouh o= ¢’ |-ubm; m-|bonf{teubdy P ! Q: $_5v; bmldf7%b|_ -m< -|[;Ir] |o 70% m]u
-m7 e l-ubm; v-m1|t-ub;v d’oint Addis and Twelve Apostles bjv _b]_Jt;";t ruo]|;1|bom5

years ago, research has shown clear l-ubm; m-|bom-t r-uhv7 -m7 b {4 G 1¢:-ute ;1;ulbm] o=
O;m;:b|v |0 m-|Tu;7 bmlt‘r?bﬂnr]lllduubm/B obm| —m];u? 771I.tt’b'n96'rl?|? loIIb|I,m| |O |’UO|;1|
t-u];u uolh toOv|;uv bmvb?7 Maodg,IThe7Arches and Merri. nature. These cuts are coupled

-u,;-v tbh, Obml 77bv7 ,UUP?btleOAl,L}j_(mvblbom |0 ! %Obl | : ]OA,um|,m|:V U,l,ml
-<7 -m7 )btvomv uolom]|ou ¢dnnyed! t is little clarity on -mmotmi:l;m| |_-] b] %0tt7 mo
nearby unprotected sites. =f|tu; I-m-];1;m| o= |_;v; l-pp|mOtbv_ -m< lou; t-m7J0-v;7 m
However, this success also brings ruol;1[;7 -u;-v: ;< tt;vlbomy-uhlvybmm?7 | ; u;lo”-t o= 0o0|_ |

ubvh: Svrbl; 1t;-u vbIm-]; -a0h ¥FtdmYJ|;ul u;v;-ul_7 lqlihomB-m m buoml;m| vv;vvl;

bm=oul-|bom u;-7btc -"-bt-Otinf_UBEbul;l;m|7 -m7 _o% Countilhht h&Victorian Marine and

|_;a(bljoub-m bv_bm] Tb79;mfZb|v %btt 0; I-bm]|-bm;Toastal Council(see p. 6).

v%it?ulalslen; Ityb(st(l,r’slge’irlivillg-alli u’r’_l’)7bt|(_01‘| 1t;-u lollb|l;m|v -mWnderthe Silver Review, the

l-h:m =uol ruo|'gl|'g7 Yu._v. );:bi;lle; omJ%-|;u ;m=oul;jom|dml;m| rt-mv |o I;u]; bv_;ul
e o o tbljoub-=v <m-|bom-t r-uhv.maqu }I;; vimlT;l;m| bm|o - m; %

these incidents have been reported, N HQI’r?nO;bm] tTm7;ulbm;77 t;-"pmb oo 0;Jtft-|bom 007« |0 11| 1

;m=oul;l;m| u;vromyv;v ; : . :
0::m tblb|;7|: m vi-tt V_—mll1s|gnIﬂlcqpyhablt%svulnerableto|Ilegal )b|_ =bv_;ub;v ;m=oul;l;m| -tu;

the loss of a few large lobsters can poaching and degradation. 1t11;7 -m7 Il-ubm; r-uh lolrtb-m
ttblht< Tm70 <;-uv 0= U;10 U< - . stretched thin, it's unclear whether

Pattern across the network nature %ob7;m |_; Juo%bm] ;m=oul;l;m
What's happening at Barwon Bluff ou =oul;u ( l-ubm; 1-Ir-b]MYyulPl; =ou |_; Jo;umli;m| |o u
bvm:|pbpvot9|;7: "blbt-u usrou|ubow="bdt;:7-4_;v; tol-t u;roldv }db%{| -m7 I_; I-fou r-ulb;v |
u:lu;-lbom-t =bv_bm] -u; :ljo]bmtl=uéb]];u ruo0t:l: :vr|M:% [_sbu lollbflim|v [o I-ub

Iblh;||v obm| -ubm; "-mi|t-ubm;-[bom-t r-uhv -m7 GeLyaliogghgy need to support
;-fl-ubv7 -m7 ou| _bttbr Q:Bwm] ;v|-0tbv_;7 %b]|_ o‘;u%;t;ﬁTb;mlgm'];l;mn viuom]
-ubm; -|bom-t -uh: lolltmb|< virrou| -m7 - obrdfW{epml;:7 -m7 ;Sr-mvbom o=
0 7010 %;]tt u;1;b"; lou; urtwipv;m|-u< "0|;7 rOtblbl-tlvf’\quFb;Urm_'lbom't r-uhv -m7 v-m:
o= btt;]-t =bv_bm] =uol ruoFQ T _sumM%ouh _-v %-m;7M:|%ouh:

across Victoria while these draconian In 2014 both Labor and Liberals Shannon Hurley (Nature Conservation

1t|v u;l-bm: -mmotm1;7 - lou-|oubt| omCpmpaigner), Mark Rodrigue (Friends
77bm] |o |_;v; 1_-tt;m];v7 tvh-Qtbv_I;m| o= -m< m; % |-ofha Bluff) and Chris Smyth (former

I;m| u;vromvbObtb|« =ou v;"mm |batmmt; r-uhv -m7 v-m1]|t-\NPAMarine campaigner)
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s "% & 8 s s & !
$&! 7 & ( $ $ ! $ $&! $
$ " $ " 7 ! ( MATTRUCHEL, * &$ ( I $ !
SHANNON HURLEY 7 $&! IS !
m;% tom]J|;ul 1-lr-b]m bfunding sits at less than half of one per -|[bom-t -u|< ruolbvbm] |o u;bn
launching to defend and expand cent of the state budget. native forest logging if they win the

(bljoub-]v m-[bom-t r-uhv: ¥|_(h¥lolib-m m" buoml;m|&fection. The progressive crossbench
;t;llbom bm o7;10;u7 -m -tthy@ iy Om| otmilbt bv 0;bm]Plaetyy:m¥7 mbl-t fv|bl; -m7

nature organisations, grassroots groups  zjong with the Victorian Marine and ;1-tbv; "-mm-0bv -u|<Q -u; %oo0!
-m7 lolltTmblc t;-7;uv bv rudsdsntburRil(see p 6)Thirty-three hard to give nature a voice. But we're
loObtbv; -v m;";u 0;=o0u;: )bt7tb=: ==bl;uv =uol |_; ¥Hyi;vek7bm] 0-1h%-u7:
VNPA is joining forces with fellow the Conservation Regulator have .
nature organisations to show that O;;m v-1h;7: $ _bu|<IJmbm; E&E@lﬁ&lﬂg our efforts
m-|tu; ruof;1|bom bv I-bmv|w=lrl;uv -m7 _tm7u;7v o= ¢|-f5¢ bk/|m'o| | : |bl; |0 %;-h;m
bipartisan and deeply Victorian. ;r-ullim] o= mjul<7 m”buogpiedns or reduce oversight. It's
$0];|_;u7 %o; -bl |o 7;=;m7 o7t fblle]; 1lbom _-"; 0:im -Siyhi: |o viu:m]|_:m |_;l:
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|o u;lou7 =uo] 1-ttv bm |_; r-uh: omvbv|;m| -t7bo lomb|oubm]
%o btt _;tr ;v|-Otbv_ |_; tol-|bom o= uo%tbm] u-vv uo]v
(Ranoidea raniformis; m7 o|_;u =uo]v %b|_bm |_; r-uh7 -m7

;vibl-]; rorft-]bom vb@&;v o= |_;v; "ttm;u-0t; -lr_bOb-mv:

Thanks to Friends of Organ Pipes
E -1hvomv u;;h7 u]-m br;v Fodpsm-t -uh G C m7-m];u;7 -v-t| o7ot;rbv7 u]-m bOANE CARAWAY t

-uh

G



C $u;;

JORDAN CROOK m - %-ul "tll;u 7-<7 v;;hdxmaprdinary display of nature it has

VISITS A LIVING u;vrb|; =uol |_; _;-|7 %o ;toboffdrh;7
" up t? Toora H41 Bushland Reserve to (!f you've visited other places be-
| | _-"; - tooh -uotm?7 -m7 v;; %gqgl |.RY7 I-h; vtu; |o ]b™; <otu Ooo]v
. &I. .& | t-m7v1l-r; oml; tooh;7 tbh;:._ ]Joo7 viut0 |o _;tr tooh -=|;u |_bv
! $-+ ); %o ;U mol 7bv-rr0bm|;74 pf—TWl|b=Tt tb“bm] u;Im-mI: _;1h OTl

under 20 hectares, with Eastern Grey ;u-t suc<t]v {3€ebpl26pn how

Kangaroos darting through the bush to clean your boots to stop the spread

-m7 "tr;u0 -bu< )u;mv 7-m lobweds, weedy fungi and diseases

around, this place truly is alive. tbh; _«<Jor_|_ou-: $_bv 7bv;-v; hbttv
oohbm] 70%m om |_; Juotnm7®fout¥1;r[b0Ot; m-{b"; rt-m|v tbh;

we discovered it is scattered with the grasstrees, grevilleas and eucalypts.

leaves of next season's orchids and ;S| |bl; <cot]u; bm |_; ov|;uF ou]

wildflowers, with a few orchids still Welshpool area, do yourself a favour

flowering beautifully. -m7 “bvb| |_bv Juotv; tb]||t; 1;14

Many large old trees are scattered
around the reserve. There were plenty
7bvrt-<bm] Joum tr vjubm]«
[utmhv7 bm7bl-|b"; o= %b
their bedding. It really highlights

| _; ru-1|bl-t blrou|-m1;
little reserves in a heavily cleared
landscape.

O
=<ot _;-7 _;u;7 I-h; vtu; |
vol; Obmoltt-uv vo <ot ;Sr;ub% ——

0=

o | - (mmatia fraseri)

); -1hmo%t;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv
r-ul o=1|_; tTml;7;7 |[u-7bZom-t
lands and waters of the

tm-bhtamécognise

their ongoing role in caring

for Country

/
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A Toora H41 Bushland Reserve
ALL PHOTOS JORDAN CROOK

C $;ulbl; lotm7 bm |_; u;v;u”;

C Rosy Hyacinth-orchid (Dipodium roseum)

C )-thbm] tm7;u |_; ;t1-tcr|v -] $oou-
Bushland Reserve

C)-tlh;m-;u]v "|T77;7 $ub-Akys-u "rbCNariable Groundsel(Senecio pinnatifoliugr.
walckenaeri) lanceolatus)

Friends of Wyperfeld
50th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION!
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%o ; ,0== T | = 7 = UBe; iﬁ'7m‘
y OO,tt ,O—— u = — U ue ledl 0o== Ttu -|]V
-m7 lu ruol:1|lou o= T u: P o — anéer-ore contributions to
] -lmb=b1;m
property at nature and VNPA
) ) [ $ disagreed, we had great discussions, ;0== hm;%7 ou -| t;-v| %-V -%-U; Launching
I &1 =n -m7 _; -t%-<v _-7 l< 0-1h:a 0=7 ru;|[|< 1T1_ -m<|_bm] Jobm] om bm t-1;: %m;u7 Geoffwasanabsolute
$ "S&! + e Geoff had an abiding interestin nature ~ F-uhv: ; % -v hmo%t;7];-0t; -m7 Constance Stf’:llwartforthe_
( I fe”7 — and outdoor activity. He understood respectful of the science, operations ot;l-m7 ruof;1jbom o= r-uhv -m7 -
: the generational connections and -m7 ]Jo";um-m1; o= r-uhv 0-v;7 om inherited -|Tu; bm (bljoub-: & I-7;
DOUG HUMANN AM, VNPA tb=:|bl; 1ollb|l;m|v |_-| Tm?ttb% §r ub;mil; -m7 %b7; ;m]-];I;m| Wanderslore and -m ;moulotv lom|ubGt|bom
* &% ( I $ 1 e—v—f—s10lltmb[<JO-v:7 1omv;u"-|b8M readlng He respected people at through Geoff's to VNPA through a range of _
&1" ¢ 11 Through his connections to VNPA's every level, particularly public servants ;mlotu-1;1;m]| oturuo]u-lv.-m7 -vvolb-|;7
. oub]lbmv7 -m7 _bv 0%m hmgo,ggg the hargyyards under changing donated the intiatives:
o %bv7o0l7 _; 1- uub:7 | |]0—®lﬂjm| mlv: ; %-v - I-fou -vv;| bm property for its e obm;7 ( -v - 1;10;u bm
! $&! future generations. ( =v;m]-]1;1;m]| %b|_ Jo ;uml;m]|: tom]J|;ul ruo|;1|bom 1959.
-1;v_mvou7 % _0 %-v 0o|_-Oulju S;1t|b~; bu;llou7 I-m7- totheVictqrian e ( oftmilbt I;10;u s—+%K
o quote VNPA past president, 1-1r-b]m:u -m7_( rusvb7:ml|-Ulbm u;l-uh;79 < ;o== _-7 Oubttb-m| Oomv;u -lbom $utv| Pmo% ‘ees K ‘U <:-UuV4
Stephen Johnston, ‘Geoff was Pec_vJ'eseQ7 uil-uh:7 | -| }gl]:j m| o= 1_-u-1|;u -m7 vb|t-|bomv$utv| =ou -[tu;Q: omyv|- . U:vb7:m| e—evKe—ve:
( =v %obv;7 ;t7;u v|-|;vI-m /oob_f) lom]:lrou-ub:v vi1_ vmzlff'? bt; _; % -V Mo 7brtol-| _; % -v hadinspired Geoff as a _ . 1(b": 1:10:u o= |_:
1-u;7 7;;rtc =ou |_; ou]- meJ'oHPlé’oW 364R Lindros and Stephen an effective negotiator. student, and he retained a lifelong tv "/:)o-ihb,m] -m7_,1|b b|b;v
|_; =tt=btl;m| o= -ttablv m §uamfoMl-diol0bm:7 r-vvb olmfact Geoff tasasheep in wolfs CO””EC“O”W'”‘her-AﬁerCO”Stance UoTr Pmo% tv_%-thbm]
objectives and whose words therefore .7 7:1:m1¢ |o |[u-mv=oul ( 1témpam]: bv t-t]_7 ;m|_tvb-vl -m7 [P:7 bm *-—+7 0== ClomTimau Ly [; bm (bl]joub: m;uoMu-1Q7 t:-7bm] 0 ;u 'e—
carried great weight. a grassroots and politically influential r-vvbom % :u: bm:;1|boTv:a o= |_; ub;m7v o= )- m7 “Vtoﬂ, -m o::V— ub]_| Mo% -m7 Obtw % -thv7 <)-th7 $-th -m?7
;0== 1t1t|b™-|;7 |_; ( = - | b ftonservation powerhouse in the Geoff's broader contribution is both A’°OUh 7 |bu0t vvtajo higr | pb i ilbm7v -tt o= tv o= | _<%h=;";m|v7 < -<tb]_| "-"bn
;1007b;7 | _; vrbub| o= ( t LB80snamd 1990s. bll;7b-|;t< ;"b7;m]| O< _bv “-ubotyv -Itll (b-m7 %o | tt'hmoAmm lo r(eefd E t‘ir'ﬁhetobeavmcefor Strolls’ and in later years, ‘Easy
other.Hissecondofficewasatthg Geoff connected people with nature rtOtb1 uvot;v -m7 -1_b;";I;m]|v7 1o Tmblc7 =ou e < - -]tu;:a bh; <ot -tt7 % ; -u; |_;obbi] ;Ot;v=:
t-% =bul7 -tt _ )btloS % _;Wm -Mx-Y%o-< _; 101t79 |_uo tihcluding améxtended stint on the );uub0:; oul; %-v - r-uh 'szd‘-hmO%obm] ;0==-v - lotti-{fyc -1|b"; bm |_; =oul-|bom
-m-]bm] -ulm;u =ou I-m< <;g& -uhv Juotrv7 _bv <)-th7]8°thminm|=v rubmilbrt; -7 bvou< 007« 0= th=;[bl; bm[;uiv] [o ;0=3nafriéhd afitarry his legacy. If we -m7 virrou| o= ub;m7v
tmibt _bv u;lbu;l;m| bm «——‘-%bw=PWsbuh bm |_; o==bl=zduom-|bwart]t r-uhv7 |_; -|bom-t -uhvtb=: -] % ;m| =ttt 1bult;fere tbddath for a single person who groups around Victoria and
% -v |_-] o= ( % _bl_ _; 1-publieations, both his own and those Advisory Council. It's also evident 7i:lbvbom |o fobm ( -=[u ;rB¢ollbv;v ];m;u-|bom-t 1ollb|linestablishing the Victorian
=u;tt;m|t< =buv| |_bm] bm |(; leumboul¥l-|bomv |;-1: ; 7lbTot]_ _bv bmib7;m|-t OF| |bl;J in the Werribee Gorge in 1959, to and dedication, it's Geoff. We and m buoml;m|-t ub;m7v ;|%o0
o%;u ttmil_ -m7 o=|;m -=|;u %0yhov; |_bm]v _blv;t=7 |_dlomvtlibm] ;==ou|v bm o|_;u %-<v Pyv;;lom ;uv-[bomv -0ot| =tu|_;upmdubuho%; _bl - Ju;-| 7;0]: )b|_ ;om ov|;ul-mv7 =ou
; %o-Vv -tt 0= bm|blb7-|bm]7 efSedrabed bihers to do, so as to vb7;0-uQ: ; Sho- v -%-u7;7 |_; u7;u o= protectlonthere|n2024 » 65 years of tu|_ot]_|v -u; %b|_ ;o===v eightyears he produced a
no-nonsense, passionate, logical, 0;10l; bm"0ot™;7 -| (-m7 |@dubtralia Medal 2002 for services to bmliuiv] -m7 1-u;4 daughters, Sue and Robyn, and his. quarterly newsletter with a
-m7 lomv|utl|b™;:a); r;ub o 7t bbjettives. viot|bm]7 lomv;u”-fbom -m7 lolltmb|$_; (bljoub-m r-uhv vev|;l & 0q/m7 =-Ibt< -m7 =ub;m7yv: Section titled ‘Geoff's Group
the envy of Australia and Geoff Grapevine'.
_tr;7 1-h; bl vtl_: otm]|t;vv o ( ;v ub;m7 b=;|bl;
ryort; _-"; 0;m;=b||;7 =uol _bv 1 _b;";l;m| %-u7 bm “e‘e:
virrou| -m7 %bv7ol:); -tt |-1ht; « 1|b™; 1:10:u 0= |_: ub:m7v
things differently but have been 0= )<r;u=:t7 -|bom-t -uh?7
bm=tt;m1;7 0<c hmo%hbm] ;0==7 _bv ooy K eru:
analysis, his standing, honesty and . -
bm|:Jub|<7 _bv toc-t]<7 _bv _tibtb|< -m7 ’*F‘frt;‘t",\rﬂgflle\;"{lp;irﬁgl;’;“ks”a"as
_bv -t]_im|blb]<«a rtotbv_;7 0< ub;m7v o=
Ycr;u=;t7 -|bom-t -uh7 ‘eee
Wyperfeld National * Vv|-0tbv_;7 |_; ub;m7v o=
Park and The Friends of Tl Sub-mlt; P"| bt;C -m7
Wyperfeld were a very ;)I,rl | nj%z . .77\|/’f 2117 r/g’i'h btr(n ]r TTtrt bm
significant part of Geoff's rubbish.
life. He described attending « Wrote an extraordinary 88
the annual Queen's articles over 23 years for
Birthday weekend as ParkWatch up to March 2024.
'spiritual rejuvenation'. bv ] m -uhv] viub;v 107;u;7
. . visits to Victoria’s protected
The friends are celebrating areas.
their 50th anniversary this e m7 l-m<o|_:u %om7:u=tt
year, see p 33 for details. | bm]v; - ’
C ;o0== tu_-I -] )om]- -lrJuotm?77 )cr;u=;t7 -|bom-t -uh7 )oRGBYNDURHAMI m|u<7 ‘eee G C ;0==om (;u;h;u $u-1h7 )btvomv uolom|ouc -|bom-t -uh7
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Bruce McGregor honoured

( ( 7)ol;m]l]v m"buoml;m]|-t

Leadership Australia, Birdlife Australia,
m~buoml;m| (bl]joub-7 m~buoml;m|
;mju; $7 m7b]l;motv ;v;u]

r Bruce Allan McGregor has been Alliance, Country Needs People,

“%o-u7;7 - 105U 0= |_; WddWas co-winner of Philanthropy

0= Tvju-tb- P Q <=ou vbImhzbl -l vy uhlyyomi;m|-t

lo lomv;u -lbom -m7 im buomdimh{ BBre %e-u7v | _u:i: [bliv:

range of roles. I;=t;1|bm] om _bv <;-uv o= -1_b;";I;m|7
utl; _-v _;t7 -m bmlu;7b0ty mtlQivy <$  lov| v-|bv=cbm] %ouh

of volunteer roles with VNPA, has been the restoration of the lower

bmlt‘r?bm]A u;vb7;mj| P‘--vK‘;-u‘u(B 'L'In,,7h (-tt:<: ml; b| %-v
- 15105u 0= "-ubotv 1ollb||;;¥redthed by a freeway and concrete
his wife Ann, he founded the Nature tbmbm]: | bv "juc v-[bv=cbmt |0t %o=tlr -h@MIiesgie BOBRELLE

"[i%-u7v uo]u-l bm “eee7 %oypbdahway to enjoy it now as an older

0;1-1; r-ul o= ( bm “+"“: itizen, and to see people using it as )

Bruce has also been a driving force in =~ b| % -v bm|;m7;7: |]v - tom] bes-<LFg iU %oouh v_0%v |_-| %o;
| : u;_-Obtb|-]bom o= ;uub | u;7<)Bhk_:m b| %-v - ut00BA achipyg @ lot when we collaborate

OURpeople

' E u ;-mm;||; 1 btt

Jeannette
McGilll

mm7 _; =otm7;7 ub;m7v o¥lojuub;7 bm %::7v -m7 b]m d4TPLhers, with local and state . DR JEANNETTE MCGILUS A
U;th7 %-v bm-f]tu-t (b1;J iyddlinimdd<c |=v Ju;-| [o _-FO ;“-:B'?m““ 0% ;" ;u7 0;th;™; I-mc ¢ + r &S (7 * $
;uub u;;h -m-];1;m| ollb||Lolrt;];t< [fum;7 om b]v _;-7"]$&¥1l o% W7 lo 70 lou; |o =-1btb]|-[; $ 1.
bm e—v—7 (b1;J u;vb7;m| o=1lottubouw:[hom %b|_ I-m« o|_l,ai/ by 0= =u;;tc Jbm vhbttv7 mi|%ouhv -
.. AT ) -7 .o:rﬂ' =tm7bm]: "o I-m« Tv|u-tb-r’r{ & ! ! $
oou7bm-|bm] ollb||;; Pe—veako b7:7 |_:bu vhbttv7 hmo%ofjﬁ S " _ B : |
*—v-Q7 r-u|l o= ;tO0otum; )-|dsvuo Oomo o™ ;u I-mc <;-uvil _lb’V -m7 vimbou _V|':°: vistvi-us7 (! 7 t o $3 7 _ _ _ o
juub uiih omiirl t-m "igbab b - jbom _-v 0iim |_; o izmPmI=TEamITiim] bl ) I'$ & 8" $&! If you were hosting an international visitor to
ollb[];; 7tubm] |_; *==+v7 picdodand restoration of what ‘;;1”5 ructive °'.'Ze”j_-bl 0 f ( $! 7 ( =" '$ $ $ Victoria, where would you take them?
author of A Planting Guide for the Merri _h- th- - - en tan incredible SU years o - . _ B 9
Creek ValleyP ¢ —v+Q: Imh7,V| J;rv-|7u-]t;b"$vrt,)%nbht7toOOT-ltJﬂrfﬁelcah??,natu.re’, quceltin’t_doneyet. | '7I\21_’r0m%|o-L_rn’lo‘§51—|L?'Li\t; ul—_luf)uﬂr-mVEO\?{EZn]ﬁO'bI
Bruce has also been involved with Local” has resonated as it is largely at IS NExLIocus IS 'saving the rivers in ; 7_;,Cmb ‘t« bm1t 7br,n c _-,m7;_mom l-m ;\}7_
| . bit7 -|fu-tbv|v t10 o=|(blf@Lb-7;":t | -] 1_-m]: byVicigia then Australia Getting into How do you use your experience to help VNPA !_m];v7| ey T 1o*r1nlﬁ<7 mr —tvo]l ; ]u_”

Australian Natural History Award,

Tfvlu-tb-m m~buoml;m|-t usd8 hlsdbeéM a focus. My parents and

: e virrou| |_ov;

;% o0ouh7 tTv|u-tb-m 0_'bu|!yva\7!|!éj'_|bm] lo™;1;m]| lott7;7 - L -
" =’ - 11 » fup for nature protection in Australia.

ofm7-lbom7 fv|u-tb-m "olfih:@="::bm] | : u:vtt|v h;;r\é : p

;o : ,
mbl-t uo7tl|lbom (blloub-mopyrAlof 1-m |-h: t;-umme\l/_e%FﬁLﬁcf_‘?q'PLyug;at;f“éfSLB;”C?nS7 rom] JAETH
- - 00 - - i

and International Goat Association. cotu vhbttv -m7 |bl; ;tv;% ;u:’

Bruce has been a benefactor for %ouh 1tov;t< %b|_ 1< %b=;
various nature organisations including

; 0fv_ lou;7 "bvb|bm] |
Iottm|:iu lolltmblc im]-1;mT 1:v: "m7 %; -u; 7;:|:ulbm:7 |o
V % _0 -u; viblhbm]

<

u: o - v ”
mlr%I?o%g__Obv %o ;ttJI7;v;u";7
_-V -t%-<v O;;m - m-|tu; 1_-KristtamLang, Philanthropy Executive

( v|u;m]|_;mv ]o‘;um-ml; %Obl_ m ; %o 'rrObmll;m|VWhatdrewyoutosupportVNPA?

_ov; vr;1b-t and nature in Victoria?

4

v |_; u;lft-lou< ;m”buomfymijaising expertise. We received virrou|;7 0< v;";u-t 1o0llb]||;;v |_-|
0;1o0l;v lou; 1olrt;S -m7 -rrtbl-|bomv =uol _b]_tc ;Sr;ubmmav,4_; ;m|_tvb-vl o= [;10;uv
lolr;|b|bom =ou Ju-m|v -m7pésple athednhese sectors. -m7 v|[-== bm h;c-u;-v:

New appointments in 2026
bt -m7 1ollb]|]|;; rovbl%omv

e fhiiRY) |- DU (U bLbr [oomCoR Pl peciseep 31
oraf;lnisatioﬁ effectively. vaué%hev$r'rétyofviewstheybring, bm-.ml, ollblf::9 .T7(
_ . -m7 .tooh =ou%-u7 |o t;";u-]5@Y: 7 ;pyh ubltb-:
Yb|_ - mtlIO;u o= tom]|bl; OTfﬂrl fJ)V o viu:m]|_:m ( ]vVIs%sodRl ollv _

bm|;mvb=b;v7 vjuom] Jo";um- N Y p ;
blroul-m| | -m :*:u: ): m;;Yﬁgﬂﬁgmgsadﬁo%tedelghtpeopleto

sure we have enough people, with

;10 ;uv =t-]1]bm] bm|;m|bomvpr g RAlars in victoria, ollb[];;9 -|[_;%
we saw an opportunity for renewal i
) . : Richards.
and expansion. In accordance with VNPA is governed by a volunteer G Pollev & Lenal
VNPA's constitution, we ran external Council elected annually at the AGM. O‘ﬁrt:‘a”.C% olicy & egil ;
u;lutb|l;m| =ou m:% ot m 16auncil seta the strategic direction, MgGiII [1;;9 um; T1_otE

ollb]|];; I;10;uv7? % b|_ - r-uppdrdvestthe annual budget, and

focus on finance, governance, and establishes policy guidelines. It's Marilyne Crestias, VNPA President
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:m7 Dbl

tfm7u-bvbm]
-m70t=07 )btt

;-mm; || ;

N ~ub%o;u7: -1_ rt-1; =;;tv lolrt;]|;t<« 7b@;u;m

soveom| lov] o= l<1-uj;u bm ;m~buoml; Rk theY really capture how diverse and special
7;1bvbomyv uj;-tte I-,;u7 rt-1;v %o _;u; ru;r-yiztoA4% fandscal

es are.
ft7]1;,m|7 -m7 toohbm] -_;-7 I-h; - |-m]bOt; 7b@;u_;m_1p;:
Oubm] |_-| v-1; lbm7v;| |o ( 7 -tom]vHwou couyld invite a famous person on a

personal love of being outdoors. bushwalk with you, who might it be?

ou I;7 bl=v -0of]| vtrrouzm] Joo7 |_bmhbm][7 uvwebmjt<tvoutlt9 -|; )bmvt;]|:
tt;vzomv7 -m7 _;trbm] ( lomZzmt; |o O;groumntladneskygrit, and obvious love of nature. She
| _of]_eft "obl; =ou m-|[fu; bm (bl|oub-7 viubhlwv dtuoep, MolF;om; %_0=7 0; |;mtbm;tc _-
not just now, but well into the future. -m7 |-thbm] %b|_of| =tvv ou =-m=-u;:

-7lbu; _;

to”; _0% Z21; of|700uv =-v|J|u-1hv u;-t 1lor

R -m7 vivr;l]l v ;=7 0; Ju;-| 1olr-mc< om - tor
=" -7lbuz7 (0 =votTbi] riuvbvlimlio [=V i e QU IAEG £AB as a VNPA supporter as well
| -] |-h:v |_: tom] "b:%7 Juotm7:7 bm 1-Us = d.'?n.- g Hpp Well
u;vr;1] =ou otmju<7 -m7 - %obttbm]m;vv [o'vZIh''fr =ou
rt-1;v |_-| 1-m=]| vr;-h =ou |_;lv;t*;v: What has time in nature taught you?
"trrouzm] ( =;t| tbh; - m-|tu-t %-< |0 ]BF;-0-Lh<«&;% | _bm]v -u; blruo™;7 0c utv_bm
| 5 t-m7v1l-r;v |_-| _-"; 1b";m 1; vo It1_ olpw]| rpuoOt;lv =;;t lou; I-m-];-0t; -[;u - tom] ¢
years. vol; ttb;|7 ou - mb]_| tTm7;u |_; v|-uv:

-lTu; _-v - %o-< 0= u;v|joubm] r;uvr;12"; %o _;

Do you have any message for other VNPA
=;;t mobv< ou lolrtb1-|;7:

supporters or Victorian nature lovers?

)b|_ |_; 1u;-20m o= m;% r-uhv7 b|=v - Mhat's yousfavpwite season to get into

-m7 “bvb]| rt-1;v |_-| Ib]_| O; m;%7 ou nmgklt€?uo|;1|;7:

“imovi-tt IbluoJ-77;m[tu;v lotm]: Ybm|;u: to”; |_; vittm;vv7 ;vr;lb-ttc |_-]| lo
$_; lou; Zl; %; vi;m7 bm |_;v; t-m7vil-r;vio[tsuo¥#i-thbm] -tom] - moul-t Otv_ |u-1h7
lomm;1[;7 %; =;;t |o |_;17 -m7 |_-| Lommvybvo¥%s f-V1%;v-|v|-u| |o -rr;-u7 tmzt b| ttb;|t.
ttzl-];t¢ 7ub”;v ruo|;1Zom: vmo% |u-bt: |=v 1-tl7 - tb,t; %bt77 -m7 7;;
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OURpeople BOOKreviews

Vale Liz Sarrailhe ‘ tr - 0;; =bm7 - _ol

‘e & + e—'%" __ " ¢ ‘e travelling and bird banding with the Billie the Blue Banded Beé/ay Fu, _strv vr-uh 1 tubovb]|<7 ;lr-]_«
Victorian Wader Study Group. Jonathan Leske & John Ravesi and nature protection.
tbE-0:]_ P bEQ "-uu-bt_: Lifefor Lizwas not, of course, 2023, 40pp, ISBN 978-1-7640696-32  More than just a beautifully
% -V - 1:10;u all roses. Her husband, Stuart lue-banded Bees(Amegilla gnld jt%rﬁ Billie the BILf‘el
Of VNPA, as We” passed away in 2005 and Cingulata)are native Australian andae efﬁ a pOWerdU d
-v o= I-m< o]_;u her youngest daughter, 0;;v hmo% m =ou |_;bu v|ub uca onatr’esourlc?r eb5|gneb 7 2
tbh;Jlbm7;7 ymmb; P-] om; |bl; -\\ Ott; 0-m7v -m7 blrou|-m]| U vrbu t u ?V |( ) r'l_(
organisations. Jlrto<;;Q r-vv;7 -%-< rottbm-|bom: "I-tt bm vb&E; C n u o;sf?ezo
She was actively %ﬂggfsbaﬂleW'thcancef: %b|_ Ob] rturov; 7 bttb bv ]Bﬁh du tYoY. ?szource r-vvbom-|; rubl-uc vi_oot |;-
bm~ot™;7 bm [-m«< : o =bm7 _;u %o-< ' . and Their insights helped
outdoor activities bE % btt 0; u;l;10;u;"% agdition to being a member and once-vast Victorian grasslands 1tuu gml Tbtl,r I3 tt)t:nmlr: T77 tv vV g rt:]l spagg[?p%rggﬂihat 's not gnly engpaglng
on the Mornington l-mc -v - Tmbtt; 1_-uMPpthly donor throughout her life, Liz These threatenend land but deeply rooted in truth and care.
- . —  made the thoughtful decision to include nend grasslands are junior and senior students, and
Peninsula, especially who was always on the go. aui - : ol; o - "bOu-m| |-r;v]|u< 0=hdridd¥hwettivities that bring Billie’ All profits are generously donated
: : gift to VNPA in her Will. -0 ' g billie’s
at Coolart Wetlands She was a highly sociable person -mbl-tv -m7 =tm]b =otm7 nwabd, andits thallenges, to life in the lo ( Jv u-vv< t-bmv ;|%ouh?7
-m7 ol;v];-7 m;-u _;u %o_0 -tho-<v 7;tb]_|;7 bm |-vidrenifciealibly grateful for Liz's gift om -u|_ K -m7 btth; m;;7v 1t-tvvimol: %oouhbm] |[o ruo|;1] -m7 u;v|ou;
_ol;: bE& %-v -tvo bm~ot™;7=luhb;m|7vuou lolrt;|; v|u-m];am hérma¥ywbhderful contributions ruo|;l|_| | $_ bv Oooh 1-1: |0 tb= _mg @srareandpremousgrasslands
pursuits including scuba diving, sailing, 0; Ilbvv;7 0« |I-m«: to nature. Through a carefully balanced interplay Uil-uh-0t; Juotr o= r: o rt 9{ u Can| h$lp B|II|7e f.ondlherl )
of real-world photography and hand- V_-u;7 |_;bu |bl;7 hmo%ot; 7], Io 9 |omruo| 1O| oErUU|IoOv|
or T r Z— I - ] g | rendered illustration, Billieinvites to™; =ou ] u-vvt-m7v8 =uol \}vgr;[é)e]ﬁlal [Téjces
I, 1 ;. m | V T O I b VYV b omyv young readers into an ecologically rich  and grassland experts to landscape
. Northwest Alliance <;] o=|;m o";utooh;7 Bile7vl-wl_b|;1|v7 m-|tu; 1lolltmb Pujchase Abiliebluebandedbee.com.au
m 0°;10:u Su tlHu7 otu 1-Ir-b]lm (NWA) submission ]
2025, VNPA's staff have been busy writing regarding the documen | =
F:ieév]vﬁtcr viOolbvvbomv om - %b7; u-mdiorofer the Gekleng | . .
pibjeedPop. | —————| | Draf National Recovery Plan or Grassy  Sttegc Assesament | Tale of toilets, traps & tenacity
up! Developing & | %~ ucalypt WoodlandJan P d devel ’
delivering ;hort-l : Sgsﬁéeéavsadﬁgtiwp@l/m‘eﬂt"Precmct mrgr?tojff;z g\(ﬁigg Rd | The Very Stinky Fly HuntAndrea Wild. tttvju-lou -u;m wu-vitv Oubm]v |_;
notice marine volunteering events. ) Y : and 170 Boundary Rd, || lllustrated by Karen Erasmus insects to life with expressive eyes,
It outlines the trial of a series of Derrimut LOgIStICS Hub Industrial Devel- Dromana.Nov 2025 3 "o +0th b 7 teing o 2 10lb1l 7 : | ‘u lbm - | bom -m7 7 “t bubotv
v_ouldmo|bl; P<rorJtr=Q oRment; 1 "7 ' — 978—.1—4863187Y86 m] ' Ibvl_b;=: bttbh; ;vr;1b-ttc to™;7 |_;
volunteering events in Port Phillip Draft National Recovery Plan for Greater Rea@[ these and all . ]tb | [t; |[T=|v o= _-bu om |_; =tb;v= _;-7v K
-<: $_; -bl %-v |o blruo’; Gliders, ;1 ‘o*" Y bOEYtVT()le lies. If any creature is overdue for | ; tb||t; rovviti] B T
r-ulblbr-lbom7 7b";uvb=« Iﬂ?alﬁ]\/lésf@r'lzlanforWerrlbeeTownshlp on ourwebste. - U l-hio%u7 bl=v |_; TIO& h.-tvo _b]_tb]_|v |_; uot; o-j-u
“m7 W 7tL; |_; mtl0u o= - REBioRAPEdK, 1 re 77 rt0tbl [obt;|v [o [_; IbS mﬁbm?_t Uhve rD| 1obt:[v it bm |
cancelled due to unfavourable Western Port Ramsar Site Mana ¢ lJo| - I-]1_1-7; bm ot=-1|ouc< life of tha st ther lead ch "
weather conditions. PR gemen Andrea Wild’s lively text follows a o ) €s orys other ‘ead character
i Plan (draft), ;1 ‘e ) L . K |_; u-u; -m7C]isd abstmlis.
Read online atvnpa.org.au/ ) real-life scientist in hot pursuit of bush ~m | ti-v| Jt-louotv _-0b|-|v
publications/pop-up Draft National Recovery Plan for Southern dunny residents, turning field research e -
Brown Bandicoot (Eastern), 1 ‘e into an adventure story. 15 u
= - —_ . . As Billie put it, 'l love that it shows : A=
i « 5.e) ou-tv7 ;ttb;v7 "|bmh_oumv7 tv_uoolv El I%lylt ;ﬁgr]z;féCv reladls_\;vel rcé:l)lits,eld -t Tﬁjes aren't just little creepy things you thtle Desert BIOIInk
QUIZ ansSwers=uol r: and Puffballs are all types of fungal B g %o_-| _-7 0;;m Ibvvbm] =uo |m?e tetsotlﬁwﬂtg;]reh\?v)gses?)c;[rlljtar.:lyufc?g]e Plantlng Weekend
1.d)e—u—-: tTm]b tv;7 |[o O; tflr;7 bmvroubm] Oo7b;v: of]_mt|v7 v-7t<7 -u; mo]: S understandlngofthenaturalworld 9 ) g
%b|_ rt-m|v: loto]bv| 'o0;ul| )ab|{t\:Mbstfungi do pop up during = -m -rru;lb-|bom =ou |_; vl-t ’t ﬁm \Lh 7 Yo _; u|_su; Ib] A dedicated Landcare team is
ru_oro_"b?7 lo V;]"7Ub'li__|-_?' ‘iﬂ 0:1-TWi|tIm7 Ot| - Ob] o= u-bm -| 7b==;u;m| |bl;v > ttbh;[tc 7obm] |_; 7bul«< %oou%f%‘”'k% %OUtot rfllyspe0|e$ B organising a planting weekend near
0= | u Vl_l_J P UMY 0=]_; <-ul-m OUbr_nl_l A Tra $_cus = just a funny, educational nature story. V 0 :u Ml Dimboola on 20-21 June. The aim is
=uol rt-m|v -m7 -mbl-tv: -u; -tvo vol; [<r;v o= =tm]b7 tbh; ;;1_ % it de to th .  notici ru;lbv; te %o_< ofu 1ofm|u«= to plant 3,000 trees, shrubs, herbs
2. b) Guttation (right)is a u-ml;v7 |_-| 0t1h |_; fItIm |@;mTnere’s six different fungi threatened 2 S an ode 1o the science ot noticing, 7;viu”; - th{[t; lou; -1hmo % t | ! !
I;1-00tb1l ruol;vv % _;u; and typically pop up at the end of Spring/ with extinction in Victoria, including = and to the value of all beings, great They're quietly sustaining nature’s EBlEEEsEs
fungi exude droplets of 0;]lbmmbm] o= "t1l;u: $:-J|u;; brtaboveland Canary z -m7 vl-tt: U:l-uh-0t: 1<1t: 0= th=:- Join us for a great weekend of
tbtfb7: ou vol; =tfm]b b 7.=Qt o= |_; -007;: tmlb ]i| |_;bu ;ulol<0;: "-7t<7 =fm]b _-"; B-m7 v|btt 70Q mvyrbu;7 O< |_; %ouh o= 7brL’hL}bVL/ u ' planting camaraderie. Camping is
can be used to identify mtlub;m|v =uol -tt |<r;v o= ou]-nméctived a lot less attention than plants = Keith Bayliss, The Very Stinky Fly Hunt GV7T|_; omte |[_bm] |_ available onsite. Lunch and bbq
the species. I-];ub-tv7 bm1tt7bm] uo|lbm] to]vm7;-mitbpuAo b|=v rovvbOf; |_;u;=v lou; gently exposes how little attention Ibvvbm] bv; v|iblh;uv4 u; ; dinner catering will be provided. It
3. 1@_;u;=v ;v[bl-[;7 |0 0; 0;|%;;m -mbl-t Oom;v7 roo7 -m7 ;";m tb" fmehténdzmilv extinction that we haven't 5 o . L i i \ilu-|l_J-m7Jvmb:: hbm7 | will be great to see you there!
50,000 to 250,000 types of fungi in tbh; [u;;v -m7 bmv;1|v: discovered yet. T %o; r-< o |_; tivv 1_-ubvl-|b o
Australia. 8.d o|_ u-m]; ou; (Fadlaschia 10.True! $_; %b7:vru;-7 _ov| T m ] tv bv lom|ubOtf]ouv |o oftu % ;0 odesseBorrellepfbrmer Digital For more info, contact Jonathan
4. );="; omt< =oul-tt< 7;v1lub0;7 uotdalocera)-m7 t< ]-{Amdnita Obottlbm:;vl:m|7 I;-mbm] |_ - ; | . Achias australiso Zinza grandiswe Engagement and Communications Starks jstarks@hindmarsh.vic.gov.au
12,000 types of fungi in Australia so far. muscariajare introduced to Victoria. bmlu;7b0t; -0Obtb|< |0 Jto%o b m | -uh: ]-bm;7 m;% u;vr;1| =ou |_; Madagel, antkBillie (aged 8)
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Where we went In Summé:}

"mouh;tt;uv -m7 7b";uv |ooh |o |_;
V_-tto%vVv |0 |-h; r-u| bm |_; -mmT-
bv_ otm]:

Upcoming
activities

- We toured the Jollys' Parwan Grassland, an

Ehtsthoditg pnivately owned site we've enjoyed
seeing change over the season.

Tv_%-th;uv ;mfo«;7 - I;-m7;ubm] t o'tmvtt] ;m|_tvb-v|v o= -tt -];v |ooh r-u| bm -

oum;7 vo-hbm] tr vol; %eom7;u="%t 2tub;v o= v;- vtt] v;-ul_5;v -] "-m !;lo =ou |_;
"tlhu ";- "tt] ;nisedp42)

h;;m 1u;% 0= %-th;uv hblh;7 o== ‘e‘u %b|_ -m

;-ut< loumbm] vjuott -uotm?7 ublO- ub; |tm;7 bm |Jo lou; u-vv< $-thv9 om; -0o0Tt]
| 7 "b]-t %oouh |_-] )cm7_-1 otmlbt bv 7obm]
[o I-m-]; rub”-]; t-m7 bm |_; =t|tu; );v]|;um

treasures of the Woodend Racecourse grassland. |[]o -uhv (bl]joub-7 -m7 -mo|_;u u;|_bmhbm]
I-m-];I;m| =ou |_u;-|;m;7 Ju-vvt-m7 u;r|bt;v
and frogs.

\ 4 N

@ A Grassy Tour invited us to discover the hidden Grassland Reserve before it's handed over
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C oum; %o-|;u=-ttv I;-m7;u7 u;-|
ot m | LBVAGODNJAVEC

N y,

-vl;um --u _ -G OumfAblloub-m bv_ ofm]| ‘*'" G
KADE MILLS/JANE BOWMAN/OCEAN DIVERS

|%-< -|bom-t -uh?
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Sign up to getonfidateshaitivities
vnpa.org.au/ activities-sign-up

Our online Activities Calendar brings opportunities to get into nature
through bushwalking, citizen science, short courses and events for all ages.

Come and join us for an adventure in nature!
Check out our online calendar — new activities are added regularly.

Discover mmane
informatiomn at
vnpa.org.au/ activities
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KADE MILLS, lo™;I;m|: ou I-m«<7 b| %-Vv |
' )$ [bly |5« _-7 375u vism - vi-
I $ 17 an encounter that turns fascination

into connection, and connection into
SHARES HIS SUMMER  ¢5figence to explore their own local

& shores.
)b|_ lou; |_-m "« r;ort; |-h
E‘;u< vi-vom7 %o; -vh r;ortr{@|7 |_; 7-< %-v =btt;7 %b
pause, crouch low, and peer into lol;m|v 0= %o0m7;u -m7 v_-
- %out?7 |_-| lov|] o= tv _tudiscovery.It's always a joy to watch
The Sea Slug Census is a gentle r;ort; I;;| [_;v; o=|;mJo";u
invitation to slow down and discover -mbl-tv =ou |_; =buv]| |bl;
the astonishing life hiding in plain sight  that, long after the census ends, they’ll
along our return to the coast with new
coastline. ;<;v7 u;-7<]o h;;r ;S
m "tll;u7 learning, and joining us again.
=-lbtb;v7 We run a Sea Slug Census
locals, visitors every season, and we'd love
=uol -uot |lo v;; <ot -] om;4
the world, and This year's Summer Sea Slug
people who
o Census was held as part of
lu-";tt;7 = .
VIl i Summer by the Sea, with
and beyond support from Coastcare
gathered at the
%o-|;u=v ;7];7 ;<;v vi-mmbm \
and seaweed for flashes of colour and

); -1hmo%t;7]; |_bv tol-Zom
|_; tm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-t {-
and waters ofthe tTmtuom]
and recognise their ongoing
role in caring for Country

4
J

C ";- vtf]v v;;m -| "-NCOLEOVERTENS
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Discover a world i e
of kids nature
activities

1 &) s ( %+
S & f " 8

tu )bt7 -lbtb;v ruoju-I _-v
incredible range of resources created VV'd Fa“nile
cvr;lb-tt< =ou =-Ibtb;v %b]|_ l_e7u m -];7
upto 12 years. And they're all free to [ e
70%mto-7 =uol otu % ;0vb]|; 4‘“

With our bright and easy to follow Activity 3
" i lv7 <ot 1-m fobm |_; hb7v
exploring beautiful places, learning about | .
| _; =-lbt< tbh™;v o= otu m-|b” 4«%0
=bm7bm] %o-<V |]o tooh -=];u go;T
web of life.

tu lott;1|bom o= 1otoTubm1me v_
h;;r <otfu <otm] om;v 0tv« %obl 1,
_:-7;7 t<bm] oS;v7 "t]-u th7;uv7?
uo%tbm] u-vv uo]v7 "loo]|_ "|bm]u—<v
-m7 lou;:

tu )bt7 -lbtb;v ruoju-I bv 7rvam Z,,,,
to provide stronger relatlonshlps built on
positive experiences; first-hand learning
about nature and the great outdoors;

0;ll;u r_<vbl-t -m7 I;m|-t _;-t|

S ulbv;8 -m7 orrouleblb v i

-m7 _-"; =tTm4
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Available at vnpa.org.au/shop

Items available in sets of three. Not sold separately.

Stickers: set of 3 for $10

Featuring Wombat-Lerderderg National Park, Cobaw
Conservation Park, and the Wellsford addition to Bendigo
Regional Park.

We've made the Wombat-Lerderderg National Park patch available as a
sticker, and created vibrant stickers for two more new protected areas

in Victoria's central west: Cobaw Conservation Park (featuring a Brush-
tailed Phascogale) and the long-awaited Wellsford addition to Bendigo
Regional Park (featuring its iconic Red Ironbarks).

Now you can stick your park pride anywhere and spark conversations
about this newly protected landscape.




