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VNPA acknowledges the many First 
Peoples of the area now known as 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���_�o�m�o�†�u�v���|�_�;�b�u���1�o�m	ž�m�†�b�m�]��
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�-�m�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�v���$�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u���f�o�b�m�|�J

management of parks and public 
�t�-�m�7���=�o�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-	ž�o�m���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���-�m�7��
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�o�=���|�_�;�����†�t�b�m�����-	ž�o�m�:���)�;���o�@�;�u���o�†�u���u�;�v�r�;�1�|��

to Elders past, present and future. 
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contributors are not necessarily VNPA's.
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�7�b�v�1�†�v�v���b�7�;�-�v���=�o�u���=�†�|�†�u�;���-�u	ž�1�t�;�v�7���r�t�;�-�v�;���;�l�-�b�t���|�_�;��
���7�b�|�o�u�7�����-�†�t�����t�b�[�o�m��paul@vnpa.org.au.
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paul@vnpa.org.au�:�����t�t���-�7�ˆ�;�u	ž�v�;�l�;�m�|�v���v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;��
�1�o�l�r�-	ž�0�t�;���‰�b�|�_���(���������r�o�t�b�1�b�;�v�:�����†�0�t�b�1�-	ž�o�m���7�o�;�v��
�m�o�|���b�l�r�t�‹���;�m�7�o�u�v�;�l�;�m�|���0�‹���(���������o�=��
a product or service. VNPA reserves 
�|�_�;���u�b�]�_�|���|�o���u�;�=�†�v�;���-�7�ˆ�;�u	ž�v�;�l�;�m�|�v�:

Park Watch �b�v���r�u�b�m�|�;�7���‰�b�|�_���l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t��
�=�u�o�l���‰�;�t�t�J�l�-�m�-�]�;�7���
�"���c�J�1�;�u	ž�C�;�7��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���u�;�1�‹�1�t�;�7���l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t�v�7���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u��
controlled sources.
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�
�u�o�m�|���1�o�ˆ�;�u�9�����o�t�-�m�v�����u�o�v�v�b�m�]�7��
�)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h�7���)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b���-�m�7���	�f�-���	�f�-��
Wurrung Country

IMAGE: SANDY SCHELTEMA 
GRAPHICS: PAUL CLIFTON

408 24

31 345
Regular features
4 �
�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|

�� ���o�|���‰�;�-�|�_�;�u���t�†�b�Œ

9 Plant Blindness: Hairy-leaf Triggerplant

11 Spotlight on Nature: Australian ���‰�t�;�|�J
nightjar

13 Salty Science: Moon Snail

15�� ���t�-�7���|�b�7�b�m�]�v�9���"�r�o�|�|�;�7���$�u�;�;���
�u�o�]�v

28 Unwanted Visitors: English Holly

34�� ���u�o�†�v�;�����-�u�h�v�9�����;�m�����-�f�o�u �
�t�o�u�-���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;

38�� �!�;�1�;�m�|���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v

39�� ���o�o�h���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�v�9��Bear to the Rescue and Birds of 
the Western Port Woodlands

41 Activities update and calendar

42�� �)�b�t�7���
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v�9���"�†�l�l�;�u���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]

Campaigns and updates
5 �
�u�o�l�����u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v���|�o���]�u�;�-�|���t�;�|�7�o�‰�m�9�� 

�|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���]�u�;�;�m���u�;�|�u�;�-�|

8 Wildlife Act  review falls on deaf ears

10 �	�o�m�]�|���v�_�o�o�|�4�����-�u�h�v���o�r�;�m�;�7���†�r���|�o���_�†�m�|�b�m�]

11���� �$�u�;�-�|�‹���b�v���_�;�u�;�4

12 Protecting nature on private land

13�� ���m�;�u�]�‹���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���m�;�;�7�v���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m

14�� ���r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���m�o�|���|�o���0�;���l�b�v�v�;�7 for 
�;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u

15�� �
�o�v�|�;�u�ˆ�b�t�t�;�����b�m�;���-���]�o�t�7�;�m���7�;�-�t���‰�b�|�_���-���7�b�u�|�‹��
cost

Our community
29 �
�†�|�†�u�;���o�=���‰�;�;�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���0�b�o�1�o�m�|�u�o�t��

�� ���-�l�b�t�|�o�m���
�b�;�t�7�����-�|�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�r�r

30 ���o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���-�|���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�b�o�m

31�� �$�;�u�u�b�����-�1�	�o�m�-�t�7�9�����Š�r�u�;�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;

32�� ���-�u�h���
�u�b�;�m�7�v�9�����u�;�-�|�����|�‰�-�‹

34�� �(�-�t�;�����;�o�=�=���	�†�u�_�-�l

35 VNPA honours advocates for nature: Gayle 
���v�0�o�u�m�;�7���)�;�m�7�‹���!�-�7�=�o�u�7���-�m�7���"�|�†�-�u�|���
�u�-�v�;�u

 New VNPA Council and President

36 Staff farewells: Caitlin Griffith, Jessie 
Borrelle and Michael Loo

38�� ���u�o�‰�b�m�]���v�h�b�t�t�v���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹

40�� �����t�o�m�]���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7���o�=���0�;�-�1�_���‰�-�t�h�v

44�� �"�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u���r�u�o�=�b�t�;�9���	�;�b�u�7�u�;���"�t�-�|�|�;�u�‹

16�� �)�;�t�1�o�l�;���o�†�u���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v�4

18�� �)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h

19�� ���o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h

20�� ���‹�u�;�m�;�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h

21�� �)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m

22�� ���b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h

23�� ���o�0�-�‰�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h

�� ���;�r�0�†�u�m�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h

24 Protecting the legacy and future of national 
�r�-�u�h�v

26�� �!�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���]�;�|�|�b�m�]���v�l�-�v�_�;�7

16

� PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302 �PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302

mailto:vnpa%40vnpa.org.au?subject=
http://www.vnpa.org.au
mailto:paul%40vnpa.org.au?subject=
mailto:paul%40vnpa.org.au?subject=


continued over page...

MARILYNE CRESTIAS�7�������)���+�����������$���	���(�����������!���"���	�����$�7���)�������������"���+���&���$�����$������
�	�������������!���‘�•�‘�”�����	���$�����������
  PARK WATCH

I �|�]�v���-���u�;�-�t���_�o�m�o�†�u���|�o���|�-�h�;���o�m���|�_�;���u�o�t�;���o�=���(�����������u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|�:��
���=�l���o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t�t�‹���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���v�o�†�|�_���o�=���
�u�-�m�1�;�7���-�m�7���=�b�u�v�|���1�-�l�;��

to Australia as an exchange student at Melbourne 
University. There I was introduced to the Australian bush 
�0�‹���†�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���=�u�b�;�m�7�v�:���$�_�;�‹���|�o�o�h���l�;���o�m���v�1�†�0�-���7�b�ˆ�;�v���b�m��
���o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r�����-�‹�7���o�m���t�o�m�]���_�b�h�;�v���-�|���|�_�;�����u�o�l�7���u�o�1�h���1�t�b�l�0�b�m�]��
�-�|�����o�†�m�|�����u�-�r�b�t�;�v�F�	�‹�†�u�u�b�|�;�7���v�h�b�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h�7���o�m���7�-�‹���|�u�b�r�v���|�o�����-�r�;���)�o�o�t�-�l�-�b�:�������=�;�t�t���b�m���t�o�ˆ�;���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;��
�ˆ�-�v�|���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�7���|�_�;���-�v�|�o�m�b�v�_�b�m�]���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;�7��
the distinctive scent of eucalyptus in the forests. 

These precious habitats are facing growing challenges, 
�-�m�7���|�_�-�|�=�v���‰�_�‹���b�|�=�v���u�;�-�t�t�‹���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���=�o�u���(���������|�o���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;��
�o�†�u���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���‰�o�u�h���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��

���o�‰���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���;�ˆ�;�u�7���v�|�u�o�m�]���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹�7���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;��
�-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���-�u�;���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t�:�������t�o�o�h���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7���|�o��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���(���������b�m���l�‹���u�o�t�;���-�v�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|�:���(�����������o�†�m�1�b�t��
�b�v���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���u�o�t�t�b�m�]���†�r���b�|�v���v�t�;�;�ˆ�;�v���0�‹���u�†�m�m�b�m�]���-���u�;�1�u�†�b�|�l�;�m�|��
�7�u�b�ˆ�;���|�o���u�;�=�u�;�v�_���|�_�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r���o�=���o�†�u�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�v���-�m�7��
�r�u�;�r�-�u�;���=�o�u���†�r�1�o�l�b�m�]�����o�†�m�1�b�t���ˆ�-�1�-�m�1�b�;�v�:�������t�o�o�h���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7��
�|�o���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���l�o�u�;���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�b�v���u�;�1�u�†�b�|�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���K���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���‰�o�u�h���o�=�����o�†�m�1�b�t���l�o�u�;���0�u�o�-�7�t�‹���K���b�m���=�†�|�†�u�;���;�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���o�=��
ParkWatch.

���m���|�_�b�v���b�v�v�†�;���‰�;�=�u�;���|�_�u�b�t�t�;�7���|�o���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�;���|�_�;���t�o�m�]�J�-�‰�-�b�|�;�7��
legislative approval of new protected areas in our state: 
�)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�7�����o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u���-�m�7�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v��

�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�8�����o�0�-�‰�7�����;�r�0�†�u�m���-�m�7�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h�v�8���|�_�;���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m���|�o��
���;�m�7�b�]�o���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7���)�b�l�l�;�u�-�����;�u�b�|�-�]�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u��
�;�Š�|�;�m�v�b�o�m�:�����†�u���v�r�;�1�b�-�t���;�b�]�_�|�J�r�-�]�;���v�r�u�;�-�7���‰�b�t�t���_�;�t�r���‹�o�†��
�;�Š�r�t�o�u�;���;�-�1�_���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�=�v���f�o�†�u�m�;�‹���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�7���1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t��
significance, and the wildlife finally granted greater 
protection. 

���;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���‰�b�|�_���l�-�u�h�b�m�]���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|��
���|�‰�-�‹�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���_�o�m�o�†�u�b�m�]���|�_�u�;�;���|�b�|�-�m�v���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�‰�b�|�_���(�����������b�=�;�����;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r�v�7���-�m�7���=�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t�b�m�]���v�o�l�;��
�‰�o�m�7�;�u�=�†�t���v�|�-�=�=���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�:

���†�|���o�=���1�o�†�u�v�;���‰�;���1�-�m�=�|���t�;�|���o�†�u���]�†�-�u�7���7�o�‰�m�:���)�;���|�-�h�;���-��
�7�;�;�r���7�b�ˆ�;���b�m�|�o���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���u�;�|�u�;�-�|���=�u�o�l��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���u�;�t�;�-�v�;���o�=���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v��
�$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���u�;�r�o�u�|�7���-���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰���b�m�|�o���|�_�;��Wildlife Act, and the 
�-�1�|�b�o�m�v���0�‹���ˆ�;�|�;�u�-�m���r�-�u�h���u�-�m�]�;�u�v���|�o���v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7���‰�_�-�|���‰�;��
�_�-�ˆ�;�:�����7�u�b�-�m�����-�u�v�_�-�t�t���u�;�r�o�u�|�v���o�m���|�_�;���-�t�-�u�l�b�m�]���u�-�|�;���o�=��
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���r�u�;�1�b�o�†�v���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v�7���r�t�†�v���‰�;���t�o�o�h��
�-�|���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;���o�m���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7�7���-�m�7���;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���=�;�u�-�t��
�7�;�;�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7�:

�����_�o�r�;���‹�o�†���;�m�f�o�‹���v�o�l�;���u�;�v�|���-�m�7���u�;�t�-�Š�-�|�b�o�m���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���‰�b�|�_��
�‹�o�†�u���=�-�l�b�t�‹���-�m�7���=�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���_�o�t�b�7�-�‹���v�;�-�v�o�m�:���"�|�-�‹���v�-�=�;�7��
�-�m�7���7�o�m�]�|���=�o�u�]�;�|���|�o���1�_�;�1�h���o�†�|���o�†�u���t�†�b�Œ���0�;�t�o�‰���=�o�u���|�b�r�v���o�m��
how to help our wildlife on those extra hot days. 

�
�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|

�.  �. How do kangaroos cope with hot weather? 

a. They find shade during the hottest parts of the day
b. They pant like a dog
c. They lick their forearms to cool through evaporation
d. All of the above! 

�.  �. What is the reason for a possum to be on the ground 
during daylight hours in hot weather?

a. Having a nap b. Suffering heat stress 
c. Getting a tan d. Looking for a mate 

�.  �. What can you do to help wildlife on hot days?

a. Put out shallow containers of water
b. Provide artificial shade
c. Mist trees and shrubs with water
d. All of the above!

�.  �. Should you try to make a wild animal drink when 
they’re heat stressed? 

�.  �. What job do the black tips of an Emu’s feathers have 
in hot weather?

a.  To cool it down b.  To ward off flies
c.  It’s a summer fashion statement!

�.  �. How do vertically hanging leaves help beat the heat?

�.  �. What is 'aestivation' and how does it help amphibians 
cope with hot weather?

�.  �. Who should you call if you find a heat stressed Grey-
headed Flying Fox?

a. No one, you can help the flying fox yourself 
b. Wildlife Victoria’s Emergency Response Service
c. Flying Fox Busters!

�.  �. How is tree hugging beneficial for Koalas on hot days?

��.  ��. True or false, every single type of fungi avoids hot 
weather and only pops up its sporing body in Autumn?

Answers on p.38

�
�u�o�l�����u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v���|�o���]�u�;�-�|���t�;�|�7�o�‰�m�9�� 
�|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���]�u�;�;�m���u�;�|�u�;�-�|

���
�$���!���+�����!�"�����
���������"�&���$���$�������7���!�������!�$�"�������	�������������"�7���$�������(�����$���!�������������(���!���������$��
�����"�������$�$�������$�����"�����)���������$���!���"�����
�������!�����������$�������$�&�!�������!���$�����$���������"���+�"�� MATT 
RUCHEL,�����*�����&�$���(�����	���!�����$���!

I �m���‘�•�•�–�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�����-�0�o�u��
���o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�7���-���v�;�u�b�;�v���o�=��

�<���l�l�;�7�b�-�|�;�����u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7�����u�;�-�v�=���P�������v�Q�7��
�7�;�v�1�u�b�0�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���|�_�;�m���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u���-�v���<�|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���r�t�-�m���b�m���o�†�u���v�|�-�|�;�=�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�=�:��
After six years, two panel processes, 
�-���|�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;�7���-�m�7���|�_�u�;�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t��
�P�(�������Q���u�;�r�o�u�|�v�7���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���t�b�|�|�t�;���|�o���v�_�o�‰��
for it. 

Phase 1: Mirboo North and 
Strathbogie Ranges
���m���‘�•�‘�•���-�m�����l�b�m�;�m�|�����-�m�;�t���=�o�u��
���o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�����m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���P���������Q��
�0�;�]�-�m���r�_�-�v�;���•���o�=���b�|�v���‰�o�u�h�7���t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
at two IPAs, Mirboo North and 
�"�|�u�-�|�_�0�o�]�b�;���!�-�m�]�;�v�:�����m�=�o�u�l�;�7���0�‹��
�-���(���������7�;�v�h�|�o�r���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���-�m�7��
�0�b�o�J�1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���v�|�†�7�‹�7���r�t�†�v���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
consultation, the phase 1 report was 
released in August 2022. It provided 
�•�“���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�o���;�m�_�-�m�1�;��
�|�_�;���=�†�|�†�u�;���†�v�;���-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=��
the Strathbogie Ranges, including a 
trial of new tenure called Cultural 
�!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:�����|���-�t�v�o���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7���-��
���-�|�†�u�;�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h���0�;���1�u�;�-�|�;�7��
in Mirboo North. Three years later, 

�|�_�;�v�;���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���-�m�7�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_��
included in legislation to create new 
�r�-�u�h�v���b�m���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�| (see p. 22). 

These decisions all predate the end 
�o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�:�����u�b�]�b�m�-�t�t�‹�7��
�|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�r�o�v�;�7���|�o���‰�b�m�7��
down logging by 2030. In May 2023 
they brought the date forward, with 
logging to end on 1 January 2024. The 
�l�;�7�b�-���u�;�t�;�-�v�;���-�|���|�_�;���|�b�l�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7��
�<�$�_�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���‰�b�t�t���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_���-�m��
�-�7�ˆ�b�v�o�u�‹���r�-�m�;�t���|�o���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���-�m�7���l�-�h�;��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�o�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���o�m��
�|�_�;���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�_�-�|���t�†�-�t�b�=�‹��
�=�o�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v�;�=���$�_�b�v��
�=�t�-�]�]�;�7���|�_�;���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���o�=���‰�_�-�|��
�‰�;���m�o�‰���h�m�o�‰���-�v���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v��
�$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���P�����$�Q�:��

Phase 2: Central Highlands
Meanwhile, phase 2 of the EPCE 
considered the future of the Central 
Highlands. As part of this process, 
�(���������1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7���-�m���b�m�|�;�u�b�l���7�;�v�h�|�o�r��
�-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���b�m���	�;�1�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�’�:�����|��
concluded that:

A large protected area such as a 
national park is commensurate with 
the outstanding natural values of three 

large areas in the north and south 
…and would link the existing Yarra 
Ranges, Kinglake, Lake Eildon and Baw 
Baw national parks and the Bunyip, 
Cathedral Range and Moondarra state 
parks.

�"�o�†�m�7�v���v�†�v�r�b�1�b�o�†�v�t�‹���t�b�h�;���-���0�b�]���1�_�†�1�h���o�=��
�-���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�4

�&�m�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;�t�‹�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
consultation around phase 2 was 
�_�b�f�-�1�h�;�7�7���o�u���-�|���t�;�-�v�|���7�;�;�r�t�‹���=�t�-�‰�;�7�:��
�	�u�o�r�J�b�m���v�;�v�v�b�o�m�v���‰�;�u�;���7�o�l�b�m�-�|�;�7���0�‹��
�m�o�b�v�‹���-�m�|�b�J�r�-�u�h���]�u�o�†�r�v�:�����-�m�‹���t�o�1�-�t�v��
were not aware sessions were being 
held, and if they did attend, found 
�|�_�;���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���|�o���0�;���b�m�|�b�l�b�7�-�|�b�m�]�:��
���b�v�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���‰�-�v���u�b�=�;�:

In late 2024, the report given 
�|�o���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7���’�’��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���=�†�|�†�u�;��
�†�v�;���-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v��
in the Central Highlands. It was finally 
�u�;�t�;�-�v�;�7���|�o���|�_�;���r�†�0�t�b�1���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”�7��
�-�m�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u��
significant additions to Yarra Ranges 
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7���t�-�u�]�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v�:��
This included 68,570 ha of new 
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���v�•�‘�•���_�-���o�=���v�|�-�|�;���r�-�u�h�v�7��
�-�m�7���•�•�”�7�’�•�•���_�-���o�=���=�o�u�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v�7���l�o�u�;��
than expected.

Park Watch Hot Weather Quiz

�Ç���!�†�0�b�1�o�m���"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�7���$�-�†�m�]�†�u�†�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��JUSTIN CALLY� PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302
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�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���t�-�u�]�;�t�‹���b�]�m�o�u�;�7���|�_�;�v�;��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v�:�����m�v�|�;�-�7�7���|�_�;�‹��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���-�7�7���+�-�u�u�-���|�u�b�0�†�|�-�u�b�;�v��
�v�†�1�_���-�v�����u�l�v�|�u�o�m�]�����u�;�;�h���1�-�|�1�_�l�;�m�|��
�-�m�7�����;�l�;�m�|�����u�;�;�h���|�o���|�_�;���+�-�u�u�-���!�-�m�]�;�v��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7���‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���b�m��
�1�t�o�v�;�7���1�-�|�1�_�l�;�m�|���-�u�;�-�v���P�|�o�|�-�t���-�0�o�†�|��
�”�7�•�•�•���_�-�8���f�†�v�|���u�:�–���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=���‰�_�-�|��
�‰�-�v���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7�Q�:��

�"�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���-�u�;�-�v���=�o�u��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���l�o�†�m�|�-�b�m�o�†�v��
�;�v�1�-�u�r�l�;�m�|�v���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]���|�_�;�����-�‰��
���-�‰�����t�-�|�;�-�†�7���u�;�l�-�b�m���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�t�‹��
unprotected.

Backwards steps
���|���|�o�o�h���-���‹�;�-�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|��
of the end of native forest logging for 
�|�_�;�����u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���P�����$�Q��
to be established. It was created in 
���r�u�b�t���‘�•�‘�“�7���‰�b�|�_���-���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���o�=���j�”��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m���b�m���|�_�;���‘�•�‘�“���"�|�-�|�;�����†�7�]�;�|�:�������$��
�|�o�o�h���o�ˆ�;�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����l�b�m�;�m�|�����;�u�v�o�m��
Panel for east Victoria. At this stage, 
�����$���‰�-�v���|�-�v�h�;�7���‰�b�|�_���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�‹�b�m�]���-�u�;�-�v��
�|�o���-�7�7���|�o���|�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���;�v�|�-�|�;�:��

���†�|���o�=���|�_�;���0�t�†�;�7���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�“�7���|�_�;��
�r�†�u�r�o�v�;���o�=���|�_�;���|�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���‰�-�v���1�_�-�m�]�;�7�:��
�$�_�;�‹���v�|�-�|�;�7���]�:�:�:���|�_�;���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���‰�b�t�t���m�o�|��
�0�;���l�-�h�b�m�]���-�m�‹���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m���=�o�u��
large-scale changes to land tenure, 
including not creating any new 
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:�]

�$�_�b�v���‰�-�v���-���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;���0�-�1�h�=�t�b�r���o�m��
�r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v�7���‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�7��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v���|�o���<�$�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|��
�;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m���|�o���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l��
�b�m���o�†�u���v�|�-�|�;�=�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�:�=

�$�_�;���7�b�v�l�-�‹���-�l�o�m�]���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
groups deepened in July 2025 
�‰�_�;�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u��
�"�|�;�ˆ�;���	�b�l�o�r�o�†�t�o�v���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�7���-�|��
the Electrical Trades Union state 
�1�o�m�=�;�u�;�m�1�;���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���‰�-�v���m�o�|�����-�0�o�u���r�o�t�b�1�‹���-�m�7��
would not be created. It was a clear 
�v�b�]�m�-�t���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���‰�-�v���v�|�;�r�r�b�m�]��
�0�-�1�h���=�u�o�l���b�|�v���o�‰�m���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�:���$�_�;��
writing was on the wall, but the full 
�b�l�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v���‰�;�u�;���v�|�b�t�t���†�m�1�t�;�-�u�:

���|���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�7���r�t�-�m�v���|�o���o�r�;�m��
�•�’�•�7�•�•�•���_�-���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v�����u�u�b�m�†�m�7�u�-��
�-�m�7���"�m�o�‰�‹���!�b�ˆ�;�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���|�o��
deer hunting were announced (see p. 
10). This contradicts the 2016 Greater 
���t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
���t�-�m�:�����m�o�|�_�;�u���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7���v�|�;�r�:��

Light on, lacklustre, lazy 
policy
This long and winding process 
�1�†�t�l�b�m�-�|�;�7���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;��
�u�;�t�;�-�v�;���o�=���|�‰�o�������$���u�;�r�o�u�|�v���o�=���1�t�o�v�;���|�o��
�‘�•�•���r�-�]�;�v�:���$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7��
�o�m�t�‹���-���|�o�h�;�m���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;�:�����|���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7��
�-�m���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���j�’�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���=�o�u��
various projects. 

While strong on rhetoric and 
�]�†�=�=�7���‰�_�-�|���‰�;�=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���_�-�m�7�;�7���b�v��
�-���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���v�l�-�t�t���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���|�_�-�|��
�7�o�m�=�|���-�7�7���†�r���|�o���]�;�m�†�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�:��
���|�=�v���t�b�]�_�|���o�m�7���t�-�1�h�t�†�v�|�u�;�7���t�-�Œ�‹���r�o�t�b�1�‹�:��
���v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���-�l�o�†�m�|��
of consultation, deliberation and 
�_�†�m�7�u�;�7�v���o�=���_�o�†�u�v���l�-�m�‹���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
groups spent providing detailed 
�1�o�l�l�;�m�|�v�:��

There were four areas discussed: 

�•�:�����u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���o�†�u���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��

• �����v�l�-�t�t���;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���+�-�u�u�-��
�!�-�m�]�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���0�‹���-�7�7�b�m�]��
�+�-�u�u�-���$�u�b�0�†�|�-�u�b�;�v���
�o�u�;�v�|���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���-�m�7��
���b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h��
�P�-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���b�m���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m�Q�:

• ���7�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t���v�b�]�m�v���‰�b�|�_���<�1�†�;�v���|�o���1�-�u�;�=��
�|�o���0�;���b�m�v�|�-�t�t�;�7���b�m���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���|�o��
�;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�=�|�;�u���o�†�u��
great outdoors. 

• The need for existing legislation 
changes were cited to end loophole 
logging, but nothing new was 
announced.

• Restoration of logging coupes that 
failed to regenerate after being 
logged. About 1200 hectares has 
�0�;�;�m���1�o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7�7���0�†�|���m�o���;�v�|�b�l�-�|�;��
�]�b�ˆ�;�m���-�0�o�†�|���=�†�|�†�u�;���‰�o�u�h�:��

�‘�:���!�;�v�;�|�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�=�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h���=�o�u���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v

• ���;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�m�]���o�=���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���r�†�u�r�o�v�;�v��
�=�o�u���|�_�;���’�:�‘���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=��
�v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�7���=�o�u���l�†�t�|�b�r�t�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:��
However, the specifics of this 
change are unclear. This could be 
�_�;�t�r�=�†�t���b�m���0�t�o�1�h�b�m�]���=�†�|�†�u�;���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�7��
�0�†�|���|�_�;���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���‰�;�u�;���m�o�|��
specific. 

• �j�“���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���=�o�u���m�;�‰���	�����������;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m��
�v�|�-�=�=���P�m�o�m�;���=�o�u���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���v�|�-�=�=�Q�:

• Creating a new tenure of ‘cultural 
�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�=�:���$�_�;�v�;���‰�b�t�t���t�b�h�;�t�‹���0�;��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���t�o�m�]���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���m�;�‰��
Public Land Act, expected next year. 

• ���m�-�0�t�b�m�]���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u��
collaborative governance, planning 
�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:������
�‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���v�|�;�r���0�†�|���b�|���t�-�1�h�v���7�;�|�-�b�t�:��

�’�:���)�o�u�h�b�m�]���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���=�o�u���_�;�-�t�|�_�‹��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v

• �$�_�;���l�-�b�m���;�l�r�_�-�v�b�v���‰�-�v���j�“���l�b�t�t�b�o�m��
for developing and piloting a new 
�v�;�|���o�=�����;�-�t�|�_�‹���
�o�u�;�v�|�����t�-�m�v���=�o�u��
���o�o�f�;�;���-�m�7�����u�0�o�v�|���<�:�:�:�|�o���h�;�;�r���o�†�u��
forests resilient, valued, accessible 
�-�m�7���o�r�;�m���=�o�u���-�t�t���|�o���;�m�f�o�‹�:�=��

�“�:���	�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]�7���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���|�o�†�u�b�v�l��
�b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|�v���b�m���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���;�1�o�m�o�l�b�;�v

• �����r�u�o�l�b�v�;���o�=���j�‘�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���=�o�u��
�t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���l�-�b�m�|�;�m�-�m�1�;���o�=���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u��
�b�m�=�u�-�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;�7���-���l�-�u�h�;�|�b�m�]���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m��
and four priority planning or 
infrastructure projects. 

���1�1�o�u�7�b�m�]���|�o���|�_�;�������$�7���<�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�-�m�7���0�b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���;�l�;�u�]�;�7���-�v���|�_�;���|�o�r��
�r�u�b�o�u�b�|�‹���-�1�u�o�v�v���;�m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7���‰�b�|�_��
�1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v��
�P�;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���7�;�;�u���-�m�7���0�t�-�1�h�0�;�u�u�b�;�v�Q�7��
and old-growth forest degradation 
identified as urgent threats to be 
�-�7�7�u�;�v�v�;�7�=�:���$�_�;�v�;���|�o�r���r�u�b�o�u�b�|�b�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;��
been largely ignored. The refusal to 
�t�o�o�h���-�|���t�-�u�]�;���m�;�‰���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v��
and the failure to close loopholes are 
�l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|�v���b�m���|�_�;���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;�:

Native forest logging return? 
�����$�]�v���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m���‰�-�v���ˆ�;�u�‹��
clear: ‘Change relevant legislation and 
regulations to prevent the return of 
�t�-�u�]�;�J�v�1�-�t�;���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���|�b�l�0�;�u��
�_�-�u�ˆ�;�v�|�b�m�]���b�m���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:�=��

While light on specific legislative 
changes, it notes:

Commercial native timber harvesting 
has ceased in Victoria and native 
timber harvesting is not an intended 
use or value that state forests should 
be managed for. Healthy Forest Plans 
must not include management of state 
forests for native timber harvesting.

�����1�_�-�m�]�;���b�m���r�o�t�b�1�‹���o�u���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
could see native forest logging return 
�‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���v�|�u�o�h�;���o�=���-���r�;�m�:���$�_�;�u�;���-�u�;��
obvious loopholes that need to be 
closed, including: 

• Forest Act 1958: enables the issuing 
of forest product licences that 
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;���|�b�l�0�;�u�F�‰�o�o�7�:�����|���b�v���|�_�;���t�;�]�-�t��
�l�;�1�_�-�m�b�v�l���0�‹���‰�_�b�1�_���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹���‰�-�v��
�1�o�m�7�†�1�|�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���•�–�v�•�v���-�m�7���b�m���|�_�;��
west of the state until it ended. 
Logging could start again with a 
�v�b�l�r�t�;���b�v�v�†�b�m�]���o�=���t�b�1�;�m�1�;�v�:��

• Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Act 
1996: this gives exclusive access 
to certain areas of the Central 
Highlands for pulp.

• ���u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�9 this is allowed 
through the state provisions for 
�r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���v�1�_�;�l�;�v�:���)�;�=�ˆ�;���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7��
�|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���‰�b�|�_���7�;�|�-�b�t�;�7���-�7�ˆ�b�1�;��
on how this can be changed to stop 
new proposals for native forest 
logging on private land.

�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���v�-�b�7���|�_�-�|���<�;�|�_�;�u�;��
will be no further changes to 
�o�†�u���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�;�=���$�_�;�b�u���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]��
aversion to legislating for national 
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���7�;�v�r�b�|�;��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���b�v���_�-�u�7���|�o���b�]�m�o�u�;�:

���o�m�v�b�7�;�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���r�o�r�†�t�-�u�b�|�‹���o�=���r�-�u�h�v�7��
�‰�;���_�o�r�;���‰�b�v�7�o�l���‰�b�t�t���r�u�;�ˆ�-�b�t���0�;�=�o�u�;��
Labor trashes their own legacy. If they 
want any credibility on ending native 
forest logging, they need to close the 
loopholes. 

And they need to reconsider their 
position on nature protection, before 
voters head to the polls next year.  

�
�u�o�l���]�u�;�-�|���o�†�|�7�o�o�u�v���|�o���]�u�;�-�|���t�;�|�7�o�‰�m cont...
�$�b�l�;�t�b�m�;���o�=���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m

������
���������
����������
����������������������

While strong on rhetoric and While strong on rhetoric and 
guff, what we’ve been handed guff, what we’ve been handed 

is a collection of small is a collection of small 
projects that don’t add up to projects that don’t add up to 
genuine protection. It’s light genuine protection. It’s light 
on, lacklustre, lazy policy.on, lacklustre, lazy policy.

The refusal to look at large The refusal to look at large 
new protected areas and the new protected areas and the 
failur e to close loopholes are failure to close loopholes are 

massive oversights in the massive oversights in the 
response.response.
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Nov 2019
Government announces a series of so 
called ‘Immediate Protected Areas’ (IPAs) 
described at the time by then environment 

minister as 'the largest environmental 
protection plan in our state’s history.’

2021 
Eminent Panel for Community Engagement 
(EPCE) commences phase 1: IPAs.

Aug 2022 
Final phase 1 report released on IPAs Strathbogie 
Ranges and Mirboo North.

May 2023 
Government announces bringing forward end of native forest 
logging to 1 January 2024 and taskforce to look at '…areas of 
our forests that qualify for protection as National Parks.' 

2023 
EPCE begins phase 2: review of Central Highlands.

Sept 2023
Jacinta Allen sworn in as new Premier. 

Dec 2023 
VEAC produces interim desktop assessment of the 
Central Highlands.

Jan–May 2024
EPCE commences community consultation. 

April 2024
Great Outdoors Taskforce (GOT) established. 

Oct 2024 
GOT announces they 'will not be making any 
recommendation for large-scale changes to land 
tenure, including not creating any new national parks.'

Late 2024 
EPCE Phase 2 final report delivered. 

July 2025 
At ETU conference, Environment Minister Steve Dimopoulos 
declares 'no Great Forest National Park.' Premier announces 
opening parts of eastern national parks for deer hunting. 

Sept 2025 
Central west parks legislation enters parliament. 

Oct 2025 
GOT and EPCE responses released.

Nov 2025 
Central west parks legislation passes parliament.
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ACHIEVES ANYTHING

�
 �o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�;���]�u�†�;�v�o�l�;���7�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹��
of over 300 slaughtered Wedge-

tailed Eagles in East Gippsland in 
�‘�•�‘�•�7���|�_�;�m���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�����b�t�‹��
�	�=���l�0�u�o�v�b�o���1�o�l�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�;�7���-���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰���o�=��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��Wildlife Act 1975.

A chorus of voices across the state, 
including VNPA, were appalled at 
�|�_�;���7�;�-�|�_�v���o�=���v�†�1�_���l�-�f�;�v�|�b�1���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:��
�)�;���‰�;�u�;���;�t�†�-�t�t�‹���7�b�v�l�-�‹�;�7���-�|���|�_�;��
�v�†�0�v�;�t�†�;�m�|���v�t�-�r���o�m���|�_�;���‰�u�b�v�|���|�_�;��

perpetrators received: one person was 
�=�b�m�;�7���j�‘�7�”�•�•���-�m�7���f�-�b�t�;�7���=�o�u���•�“���7�-�‹�v��
for this offence. This was, however, 
�|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���1�†�v�|�o�7�b�-�t���v�;�m�|�;�m�1�;���=�o�u���h�b�t�t�b�m�]��
wildlife in Victoria.

The Wildlife Act���b�m���b�|�v���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���=�o�u�l���b�v��
now 50 years old. Since its creation, 
�|�_�;���_�†�l�-�m���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�v��
�]�u�o�‰�m���-�t�l�o�v�|���=�o�†�u�J�=�o�t�7���=�u�o�l���•�:�v�“��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m���b�m���•�–�•�”���|�o���o�ˆ�;�u���•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���|�o�7�-�‹�:��

In this half a century, habitats 
have been destroyed, increasing 
interactions between people and 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:���$�_�;�u�;�=�v���-�t�v�o���0�;�;�m���-���1�_�-�m�]�;���b�m��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�|�|�b�|�†�7�;�v���|�o���o�m�;���o�=���]�u�;�-�|�;�u��
love and care for native wildlife. This 
was a point explicitly noted in the 
review report.

���=�|�;�u���v�b�|�|�b�m�]���o�m���m�†�l�;�u�o�†�v���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�v�=���7�;�v�h�v���v�b�m�1�;���‘�•�‘�•�7���|�_�;��
Wildlife Act review was released to the 

�r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�|�;���o�m���-���
�u�b�7�-�‹���-�=�|�;�u�m�o�o�m���b�m��
���1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”�9���-���|�-�1�|�b�1���f�o�†�u�m�-�t�b�v�|�v���u�;�=�;�u��
�|�o���-�v���<�|�-�h�b�m�]���o�†�|���|�_�;���u�†�0�0�b�v�_�:�=��

���ˆ�;�u���•�7�•�•�•���r�;�o�r�t�;���l�-�7�;���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v��
to the process, and attended and 
participated in hearings. Yet the 
���t�t�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;���|�o���|�_�;��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�u�;���†�m�7�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�b�m�]�:��
�$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���7�b�v�l�b�v�v�b�ˆ�;���o�=���l�-�m�‹���1�u�†�1�b�-�t��
changes needed to protect wildlife in 
Victoria. 

�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;���v�|�u�o�m�]���=�b�m�7�b�m�]�v���o�=���|�_�;��
�r�-�m�;�t�7���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�;�f�;�1�|�;�7��
�l�-�m�‹���l�†�1�_�J�m�;�;�7�;�7���u�;�=�o�u�l�v�:���)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���v�-�b�7���<�:�:�:�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;��
�b�m�v�|�;�-�7���_�-�v���=�o�1�†�v�v�;�7���t�-�u�]�;�t�‹���o�m���v�o�l�;��
�u�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u�‹���†�r�7�-�|�;�v���-�m�7���1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;��
�u�-�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�m���|�_�;���u�;�=�o�u�l���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�7�=���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���<�;�u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;���_�-�v���=�-�b�t�;�7���|�o���|�-�h�;���|�_�;��
opportunity to drive the structural 
�|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���0�o�|�_���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7��
by the Expert Advisory Panel and 
�-�0�v�o�t�†�|�;�t�‹���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�7���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�=

Protected invasive species
���m���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���-�u�;�-���m�;�;�7�;�7���|�o���=�†�u�|�_�;�u��
protect our wildlife and habitats is 
�|�_�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
Wildlife Act���-�v���-���<�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���]�-�l�;��
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v�:�=���+�;�|���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���_�-�v��
�7�;�1�b�7�;�7���|�o���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�†�v���t�†�o�7��
despite widespread confusion and 
�=�u�†�v�|�u�-�|�b�o�m���-�0�o�†�|���‰�_�‹���7�;�;�u���u�;�l�-�b�m���|�_�;��
only invasive species protected under 
nature laws. 

���-�m�7���_�o�t�7�;�u�v���l�†�v�|���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���-�r�r�t�‹��
�|�o���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���0�‹���|�u�-�r�r�b�m�]�:�����u���b�m��
�v�o�l�;���1�-�v�;�v���1�-�m�=�|���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�|��
�-�t�t�:�����o�]���	�;�;�u�7���7�;�v�r�b�|�;���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���1�o�-�v�|�-�t��
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v�7���u�;�l�-�b�m��
protected on public and private land.

An independent regulator
�$�_�;���v�;�1�o�m�7���m�;�1�;�v�v�-�u�‹���u�;�=�o�u�l���‰�-�v��
�|�_�;���m�;�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;�����=�=�b�1�;���o�=���|�_�;��
���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���!�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u���P�����!�Q���|�o��
be established as an ‘Independent 
�-�m�7���v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�-�t�t�‹���v�;�r�-�u�-�|�;���u�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u�=�7��
�o�†�|�v�b�7�;���o�=���|�_�;���	�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|���o�=�����m�;�u�]�‹�7��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���-�m�7�����t�b�l�-�|�;�����1�|�b�o�m��
�P�	���������Q�:

���v���‰�;�=�ˆ�;���v�;�;�m���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���r�-�v�|���=�;�‰��
�‹�;�-�u�v�7���|�_�;�������!���b�v���†�m�-�0�t�;���|�o���u�;�]�†�t�-�|�;��
�
�o�u�;�v�|���
�b�u�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�o�r�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���P�‰�_�b�1�_���v�b�|�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m���	���������Q�7��
�‰�b�|�_���7�;�ˆ�-�v�|�-�|�b�m�]���1�o�m�v�;�t�†�;�m�1�;�v�:���
�o�u��

Wildlife Act review falls on deaf ears

�;�Š�-�l�r�t�;�7���=�†�;�t���0�u�;�-�h���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���Paka 
�t�o�o�r�_�o�t�;���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�Q���b�m���+�-�u�u�-���!�-�m�]�;�v��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7���-�m�1�b�;�m�|��
�|�u�;�;�v���-�m�7���h�b�t�t�;�7���-�|���t�;�-�v�|���o�m�;�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
Endangered Greater Glider.

Some positive changes, but 
who enforces them?
���|�_�;�u���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���=�b�m�;�v��
�-�m�7���f�-�b�t���|�b�l�;���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���m�;�‰���o�=�=�;�m�1�;�v�:��
�$�_�;�v�;���u�-�m�]�;���=�u�o�l���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=��
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���-�m�7���=�;�;�7�b�m�]���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���b�m���|�_�;��
�‰�b�t�7���|�o���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���|�u�-�=�=�b�1�h�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�u�;�=�v��
also a fit-and-proper persons test for 
people who own wildlife.

These changes have been needed 
�=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���-�m�7���-�u�;���]�o�o�7���=�b�u�v�|��
�v�|�;�r�v�:�����|�_�;�u���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�9

• ���m���†�r�7�-�|�;�7���t�b�1�;�m�1�b�m�]���v�‹�v�|�;�l���=�o�u��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���‰�b�|�_���1�o�l�r�t�;�Š���m�;�;�7�v���v�†�1�_��
�-�v���ˆ�;�m�o�l�o�†�v���v�m�-�h�;�v���-�m�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u��
�t�b�Œ�-�u�7�v�:��

• ���b�l�b�|�v���o�m���t�-�u�]�;�J�v�1�-�t�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]���|�o���v�|�-�l�r���o�†�|���1�u�†�;�t��
breeding practices.

• �����0�-�m���o�m���h�;�;�r�b�m�]���1�u�o�1�o�7�b�t�;�v���-�v��
pets. 

�"�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|�v���‰�;�u�;���-�t�v�o��
�l�-�7�;���|�o���-���m�;�‰���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�o�v�r�b�|�-�t���b�m��
���‹�-�0�u�-�l�7���-�m�7���]�u�-�m�|�v���=�o�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
carers. Grants include vet outreach, 
�-�m�7���|�u�-�b�m�b�m�]���|�o���_�;�t�r���0�†�b�t�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���-�m�7��
�1�-�r�-�1�b�|�‹���=�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�b�;�v�:��
These are a step in the right 
direction to support volunteer 
wildlife carers.

���†�|���‰�b�|�_���-�t�t���|�_�;�v�;���l�†�1�_�J�m�;�;�7�;�7��
legal changes, who will enforce 
�|�_�;�l�5���)�b�|�_���|�_�;�������!���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���†�m�7�;�u��
�r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���v�-�1�h�b�m�]���o�=���’�’��
�v�|�-�=�=���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�“�7���b�|�]�v���†�m�1�t�;�-�u��
how these new offences will be 
enforced or overseen. 

Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a belief they are inferior to animals

Hairy-leaf Triggerplant  
Stylidium armeria subsp. 
pilosifolium

W �b�|�_���-���t�o�|���o�=���o�†�u���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�7���b�|�=�v���|�_�;���v�†�0�|�t�;���0�†�|��
�-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���-�7�-�r�|�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�_�-�|���l�-�h�;���|�_�;�l���;�m�7�t�;�v�v�t�‹��

fascinating.

�$�_�;�����-�b�u�‹�J�t�;�-�=���$�u�b�]�]�;�u�r�t�-�m�|�=�v���;�m�|�b�u�;���_�o�l�;���u�-�m�]�;���b�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|�:�����|�=�v���v�|�u�o�m�]�_�o�t�7���b�v���-�u�o�†�m�7���v�o�†�|�_�J
�;�-�v�|�����-�1�;�7�o�m���!�-�m�]�;�v���m�;�-�u�����-�u�u�b�m�]�o���-�m�7���!�b�7�7�;�t�t�v�����u�;�;�h�7��
�-�m�7���b�m���|�_�;�����‹�u�;�|�;���!�-�m�]�;���b�m���|�_�;���m�;�‰���)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:

�&�m�t�b�h�;���|�_�;���l�o�u�;���1�o�l�l�o�m�����u�-�v�v���$�u�b�]�]�;�u�r�t�-�m�| (Stylidium 
graminifolium)���|�_�-�|���1�-�m���0�;���=�o�†�m�7���‰�b�|�_���-�t�l�o�v�|�J�‰�_�b�|�;��
�|�o���ˆ�;�u�‹���7�;�;�r���r�b�m�h���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v�7���|�_�;�����-�b�u�‹�J�t�;�-�=���$�u�b�]�]�;�u�r�t�-�m�|��
�=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���u�-�m�]�;���=�u�o�l���‰�_�b�|�;���|�o���ˆ�;�u�‹���r�-�t�;���r�b�m�h�:

���v���|�_�;���m�-�l�;���v�†�]�]�;�v�|�v�7���b�|�=�v���]�o�|���_�-�b�u�‹���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���‰�_�b�1�_���t�b�h�;�t�‹��
�_�;�t�r���b�|���h�;�;�r���1�o�o�t���b�m���=�-�b�u�t�‹���_�-�u�v�_���1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���o�=���7�u�‹�7���v�_�-�t�;�‹��
soils. 

���b�h�;���o�|�_�;�u���|�u�b�]�]�;�u�r�t�-�m�|�v�7���b�|���_�-�v���b�1�o�m�b�1���<�|�u�b�]�]�;�u�=���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v��
�‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;���t�b�h�;���-���v�r�u�b�m�]�J�t�o�-�7�;�7���|�u�-�r�:���)�_�;�m���-�m���b�m�v�;�1�|��
�t�-�m�7�v���o�m���|�_�;�l�7���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���1�o�t�†�l�m���r�o�r�v���o�†�|���=�u�o�l���0�;�_�b�m�7��
�|�_�;���=�t�o�‰�;�u���-�m�7���‰�_�-�1�h�v���|�_�;���_�†�m�]�u�‹���b�m�v�;�1�|�:���$�_�;���b�m�v�;�1�|���b�v��
covered in a good dose of pollen to carry off to the next 
flower. 

�$�_�;���|�u�b�]�]�;�u���1�o�t�†�l�m���b�v���l�-�7�;���†�r���o�=���0�o�|�_���l�-�t�;���-�m�7���=�;�l�-�t�;��
�u�;�r�u�o�7�†�1�|�b�ˆ�;���o�u�]�-�m�v���P�v�|�-�l�;�m���-�m�7���v�|�b�]�l�-�Q�:

�$�_�;���m�;�‰���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v���‰�b�t�t���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�����-�b�u�‹�J�t�;�-�=��
�$�u�b�]�]�;�u�r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���v�o���l�-�m�‹���o�|�_�;�u���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���‰�b�t�7�=�t�o�‰�;�u�v��
that live in the area. 

Wildlife Act review falls on deaf ears cont...
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Plant Blindness with Jordan Crook
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Australian 
���‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u���� 
Aegotheles cristatus 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u�v���-�u�;���|�_�;���l�o�v�|��
widespread nocturnal bird in Australia, 
living in every state and extending 
to southern New Guinea and nearby 
�b�v�t�-�m�7�v�:�����;�-�v�†�u�b�m�]���f�†�v�|���•�–�K�‘�”���1�l�7���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���-�t�v�o���|�_�;��
�v�l�-�t�t�;�v�|���m�o�1�|�†�u�m�-�t���0�b�u�7�7���l�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�o���v�r�o�|��
�-�|���m�b�]�_�|�4���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���o�1�1�-�v�b�o�m�-�t�t�‹���v�;�;�m���r�;�;�u�b�m�]���o�†�|���o�=���-��
roosting hollow during the day.  

���|�=�v���m�o�|���_�-�u�7���|�o���0�;���1�_�-�u�l�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�v�;���v�l�-�t�t���0�b�u�7�v���‰�b�|�_��
�|�_�;�b�u���0�b�]�7���0�u�o�‰�m���;�‹�;�v���-�m�7���7�-�b�m�|�‹���r�b�m�h���=�;�;�|�:�����-�1�_���0�b�u�7��
�_�-�v���†�m�b�t�†�;���=�;�-�|�_�;�u�v�7���1�o�l�l�o�m�t�‹���]�u�;�‹���‰�_�b�t�;���v�o�l�;���-�u�;���-��
�u�;�7�7�b�v�_�J�0�u�o�‰�m���P�u�†�=�o�†�v�Q���1�o�t�o�†�u�7���‰�b�|�_���r�-�t�;���†�m�7�;�u�v�b�7�;�v�:��

���b�h�;���l�-�m�‹�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���0�b�u�7�v�7���|�_�;�b�u���m�-�l�;���b�v���l�b�v�t�;�-�7�b�m�]�:��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u�v���-�u�;���m�;�b�|�_�;�u���-�m���o�‰�t�7���m�o�u��
�-���m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u�7���|�_�o�†�]�_���|�_�;�‹���t�o�o�h���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���|�o���0�o�|�_�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;��
�†�m�b�t�†�;�7���0�;�t�o�m�]�b�m�]���|�o���-���=�-�l�b�t�‹���o�=���m�o�1�|�†�u�m�-�t���0�b�u�7�v��
�;�m�7�;�l�b�1���|�o�����†�v�|�u�-�t�-�v�b�-�:���!�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�‹�7���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���|�_�;���o�m�t�‹��

�|�‹�r�;���o�=�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u��
that lives in Australia. 

���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����‰�t�;�|�J
nightjars live in open 
forests or woodlands 
with tree hollows 
suitable for shelter and 
nesting. These cavities 
are arguably one of 
�|�_�;���l�o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|��
habitat resources in 

���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���†�v�;�7���0�‹���l�-�m�‹���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���0�b�u�7�v�7��
�r�o�v�v�†�l�v�7���]�t�b�7�;�u�v�7���-�m�7���0�-�|�v�:�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u�v��
�-�u�;���b�m�v�;�1�|�b�ˆ�o�u�o�†�v�7���7�b�m�b�m�]���o�m���-���l�;�m�†���o�=���l�o�|�_�v�7���0�;�;�|�t�;�v�7��
�v�r�b�7�;�u�v�7���1�o�1�h�u�o�-�1�_�;�v���-�m�|�v���-�m�7���l�o�u�;�:����

�$�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�7�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u�v���‰�;�u�;���u�;�1�o�u�7�;�7���0�‹���(��������
���-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���1�-�l�;�u�-�v���b�m���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;���-�=�=�;�1�|�;�7���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
reserves and open lowland forest areas in Mount Cole. 
�$�_�b�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�v���-�u�;�-�v���‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���‰�o�u�h�;�7��
�_�-�u�7���|�o���v�-�ˆ�;���|�u�;�;�v���0�;�b�m�]���1�t�;�-�u�;�7���b�m���r�o�v�|�J�=�b�u�;���<�1�t�;�-�m���†�r�v�=�:��
���†�u�m�|���o�u���m�o�|�7���|�_�;�v�;���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�u�;�;�v���-�u�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|��
habitat refuges in forests continuing to recover. 

Jorja Stevens is a NatureWatch student placement 
studying at Deakin University
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T �_�;���0�b�t�t���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v���b�m��
�1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���‰�-�v�m�=�|��

all good news. Alongside long-
�o�ˆ�;�u�7�†�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���1�-�l�;���-���7�;�;�r�t�‹��
�7�b�v�-�r�r�o�b�m�|�b�m�]���|�‰�b�v�|���L���-���=�o�u�l�-�t���1�_�-�m�]�;��
to the National Parks Act 1975 allowing 
deer hunting in parts of our eastern 
�-�m�7���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:��

�$�_�b�v���l�o�ˆ�;���o�r�;�m�v���•�’�•�7�•�•�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=��
Errinundra and Snowy River national 
�r�-�u�h�v���=�o�u���l�o�v�|���o�=���|�_�;���‹�;�-�u���-�m�7���r�-�u�|�v��
�o�=���)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]���-�m�7�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���|�o���7�;�;�u���_�†�m�|�b�m�]��
�0�;�|�‰�;�;�m�����-�‹���-�m�7���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u�:��

���-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���;�Š�b�v�|���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�=�b�u�v�|���-�m�7���=�o�u�;�l�o�v�|�:���$�_�;�‹�=�u�;���r�t�-�1�;�v��
where wildlife and habitats can 
recover, and where people can safely 
explore and connect with nature. 
�$�†�u�m�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���b�m�|�o���_�†�m�|�b�m�]���]�u�o�†�m�7�v��
�†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�;�v���0�o�|�_���r�†�u�r�o�v�;�v�:��

Serious safety concerns
���;�o�r�t�;���ˆ�b�v�b�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���|�o���1�-�l�r�7��
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�7���0�b�u�7�‰�-�|�1�_���-�m�7���b�l�l�;�u�v�;��
�|�_�;�l�v�;�t�ˆ�;�v���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�:�����r�;�m�b�m�]���|�_�;�l��
to hunting raises serious safety 
concerns. Even the perception of 
�7�-�m�]�;�u���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���;�m�o�†�]�_���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹��
visitors to stay away. 

�"�-�7�t�‹�7���|�_�;���u�b�v�h�v���-�u�;���u�;�-�t�:�����m���‘�•�•�v�7��
�-���l�-�m���‰�-�v���v�_�o�|���-�m�7���h�b�t�t�;�7���‰�_�b�t�;��
�l�o�†�m�|�-�b�m���0�b�h�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���
�u�;�m�1�_�����t�r�v�:��
Here in Victoria, there's been at least 

five shooting-related injuries since 
2008, including incidents in the Alpine 
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�m���‘�•�‘�•���-�m�7���‘�•�‘�•�7��
and in Noojee in 2024. Introducing 
recreational shooting into high-use 
�r�†�0�t�b�1���-�u�;�-�v���†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�;�v���|�_�;���v�;�m�v�;���o�=��
safety people expect when they visit 
�r�-�u�h�v�:�����m�7���‰�;���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���l�b�t�t�b�o�m�v���o�=��
hectares of unprotected state forest in 
Victoria open for hunting. 

���o�u�;���|�_�-�m���”�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���r�;�o�r�t�;��
�ˆ�b�v�b�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7��
conservation reserves each year. 
These protected places are well loved 
�0�;�1�-�†�v�;���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���v�-�=�;�7���-�1�1�;�v�v�b�0�t�;���-�m�7��
focused on nature. 

This decision also contradicts the 
���u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�r�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�����t�-�m���P�‘�•�•�u�Q�7���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�;�7��
after extensive consultation and 
�|�-�0�t�;�7���b�m�����-�u�t�b�-�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�-�|���r�t�-�m���o�r�;�m�;�7��
�t�b�l�b�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���|�o���_�†�m�|�b�m�]���0�†�|���;�Š�1�t�†�7�;�7��
Snowy River and Errinundra national 
�r�-�u�h�v�:�����|���|�_�;���|�b�l�;�7���‰�;���‰�;�u�;���|�o�t�7���|�_�b�v��
was as far as hunting expansion would 
�]�o�:�����o�‰�7���b�|���v�;�;�l�v���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���b�v��
�0�-�1�h�|�u�-�1�h�b�m�]�:��

���v���(�������=�v���t�o�m�]�J�|�b�l�;�����-�u�h�v�����u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m��
���7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;�����_�b�t�����m�]�-�l�;�t�t�v���v�-�b�7���‰�_�;�m��
that plan was released: 

There is no evidence that recreational 
hunting reduces deer populations, and 
increased access for amateur shooters 
risks conflict with other park users. 

���;�|�=�v���0�;���_�o�m�;�v�|�7���|�_�b�v���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���b�v�m�=�|��
�-�0�o�†�|���|�-�1�h�t�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�:��
���=���-�m�‹�|�_�b�m�]�7���b�|���7�b�v�|�u�-�1�|�v���=�u�o�l���u�;�-�t�7��
coordinated efforts to reduce 
�7�;�;�u���m�†�l�0�;�u�v�:���)�_�-�|�=�v���m�;�;�7�;�7���-�u�;��
professional, evidence-based control 
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���1�o�l�0�b�m�b�m�]���-�;�u�b�-�t���1�o�m�|�u�o�t�7��
accredited and supervised hunters, 
�-�m�7���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��

sensitive habitats. 

�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v��
own 2021 
�"�|�-�|�;�‰�b�7�;���	�;�;�u��
Control Strategy 
�-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;�v��
recreational hunting 
�-�t�o�m�;���7�o�;�v�m�=�|��
effectively control 
deer — a finding 
repeated in the 
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t���
�;�u�-�t��
�	�;�;�u�����1�|�b�o�m�����t�-�m��
�‘�•�‘�’�K�‘�v���-�m�7��
other reviews. The 

Independent Review of the Wildlife Act 
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7���7�;�1�t�-�u�b�m�]���7�;�;�u���-���r�;�v�|��
species, but this too was ruled out by 
�|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:��

�
�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�u�;���-���v�;�u�b�o�†�v���-�m�7���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]��
�r�u�o�0�t�;�l�:���$�_�;�‹���|�u�-�l�r�t�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�7��
�7�-�l�-�]�;���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�‰�-�‹�v�7��
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m���u�-�u�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:���$�_�;�‹���b�l�r�-�1�|��
agriculture and cause road accidents. 
���|�_�;�u���v�|�-�|�;�v�7���t�b�h�;���"�o�†�|�_�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7��
�-�u�;���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���|�o���;�u�-�7�b�1�-�|�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u��
strategically. Victoria should be leading 
�|�_�o�v�;���;�=�=�o�u�|�v�7���m�o�|���†�m�7�;�u�l�b�m�b�m�]���|�_�;�l��
by relying on recreational hunting as a 
control strategy. 

���=���_�†�m�|�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�;�7�v�7�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
�‰�b�t�t���m�;�;�7���=�-�u���l�o�u�;���u�-�m�]�;�u�v���|�o���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m��
visitor safety. Yet funding and rangers 
have been gutted. 

�(���������-�m�7���l�-�m�‹���o�|�_�;�u�v���b�m���|�_�;��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�u�;���1�-�t�t�b�m�]��
�o�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���u�;�|�_�b�m�h���|�_�b�v��
approach. Victoria needs a clear, 
�‰�;�t�t�J�=�†�m�7�;�7���r�t�-�m���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u���l�o�v�|��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�:���$�o���|�-�1�h�t�;���|�_�;��
�=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���1�u�b�v�b�v���r�u�o�r�;�u�t�‹�7���-�m�7���h�;�;�r��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���=�o�u���‰�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���l�;�-�m�|��
to be: sanctuaries for wildlife and 
�r�;�o�r�t�;���-�t�b�h�;�:��

�	�o�m�]�|���v�_�o�o�|�4�����-�u�h�v���o�r�;�m�;�7���†�r���|�o���_�†�m�|�b�m�] �$�u�;�-�|�‹���b�v���_�;�u�;�4
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V ictoria's new Treaty recognises 
that Aboriginal people are the 

�;�Š�r�;�u�|�v���o�m���|�_�;�b�u���o�‰�m���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�7��
�1�†�t�|�†�u�;���-�m�7�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:�����|���‰�b�t�t���l�;�-�m��
�
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���r�;�o�r�t�;���1�-�m���†�v�;���|�_�;�b�u��
�t�o�1�-�t���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�o���1�o�l�;���†�r���‰�b�|�_���-�m�7��
deliver practical solutions for their 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:

���;�u�;�=�v���‰�_�-�|���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���m�;�]�o�|�b�-�|�;�7�:

�	�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�v���-�0�o�†�|���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���r�;�o�r�t�;��
�l�-�7�;���0�‹���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���r�;�o�r�t�;�9��The 
�
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=�����v�v�;�l�0�t�‹���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���‰�b�t�t��
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�u�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�t�‹��
�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�;�7�:�����v�v�;�l�0�t�‹�����;�l�0�;�u�v���‰�b�t�t��
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;���=�o�u���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=��
needs, hopes and aspirations. 

���o�‰�;�u���|�o���_�o�t�7���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o��
�b�|�v���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v�9�������m�;�‰�����†�|�1�o�l�;�v��
�-�m�7�����†�v�|�b�1�;�����o�l�l�b�v�v�b�o�m���1�-�t�t�;�7��

���]�b�m�l�-�����]�-�b�m�]�-���)�-�u�-���‰�b�t�t���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;��
independent oversight and 
�-�1�1�o�†�m�|�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���=�o�u���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:�����|���‰�b�t�t��
be able to hold public hearings and 
�t�†�;�v�|�b�o�m���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�v���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;�‹��
�-�u�;���7�;�t�b�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]���=�o�u���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�:

�$�u�†�|�_�J�|�;�t�t�b�m�]���-�m�7���_�;�-�t�b�m�]�9��The 
���v�v�;�l�0�t�‹���‰�b�t�t���v�;�|���†�r�����‹�;�u�m�-���+�o�o�u�u�o�o�h��
�$�;�t�h�†�m�-���|�o���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�_�;���|�u�†�|�_�J�|�;�t�t�b�m�]��
and healing process so everyone 
across the state can understand our 
past and share a better future. 

�&�r�]�u�-�7�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���b�m�=�u�-�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;�9 
�����
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=�����m�=�u�-�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;���
�†�m�7��
�‰�b�t�t���_�;�t�r���l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m���-�m�7���†�r�]�u�-�7�;��
Aboriginal-led organisations facilities 
and infrastructure so they can 
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���t�†�-�t�b�|�‹���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v���|�o��
�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���=�o�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:��

���o�u�;���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=���r�t�-�1�;���m�-�l�;�v�9��
���ˆ�;�u�‹���l�o�†�m�|�-�b�m�7���u�b�ˆ�;�u���-�m�7���0�;�-�1�_��
across this beautiful land has had 
�-���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=���r�t�-�1�;���m�-�l�;���=�o�u��
thousands of years. To help celebrate 
this rich history and to share our 
�t�-�m�]�†�-�]�;�v�7���|�_�;���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=�����v�v�;�l�0�t�‹��
will play a greater role in restoring 
�l�o�u�;���r�t�-�1�;���m�-�l�;�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���r�-�u�h�v�7��
waterways and waterfalls. 

�$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u���$�u�;�-�|�b�;�v�9��Traditional 
���‰�m�;�u�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;���‰�b�t�t���0�;���-�0�t�;��
to negotiate their own Treaties that 
reflect their local priorities.

�$�;�-�1�_�b�m�]���o�†�u���|�u�†�;���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�9��Under 
Treaty, all students in Victoria will learn 
the true history of these lands. 

���;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���o�†�u���1�†�t�|�†�u�;�9 
�$�_�u�o�†�]�_���$�u�;�-�|�‹�7���|�_�;���
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=��
���v�v�;�l�0�t�‹���‰�b�t�t���t�;�-�7���|�_�;���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�m�]���-�m�7��
sharing of 60,000+ years of culture in 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���;�ˆ�;�u�‹�o�m�;���1�-�m��
�;�l�0�u�-�1�;���-�m�7���|�-�h�;���r�u�b�7�;���b�m�:��

���†�b�t�7�b�m�]���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���-�m�7��
�t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r�9�������
�b�u�v�|�����;�o�r�t�;�v�=�����m�v�|�b�|�†�|�;��
will be created to help nurture and 
support future leaders. 

Discover more at firstpeoplesvic.org
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Spotlight on Nature with Jorja Stevens

�Ç�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����‰�t�;�|�J�m�b�]�_�|�f�-�u���G��J J HARRISON

�Ç�����†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u�v���b�m���7�;�m�v�;���u�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|���b�m�����u�u�b�m�†�m�7�u�-�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G�� ISAAC CARNE

A welcome amendment 
for Mount Buangor 
�$�_�;�u�;�=�v���o�m�;���v�b�t�ˆ�;�u���t�b�m�b�m�]�:�������t�-�v�|�J
�l�b�m�†�|�;���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7��
���o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h��
�=�u�o�l���-�u�;�-�v���o�r�;�m�;�7���|�o���_�†�m�|�b�m�]�:��

�)�_�;�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���-�1�1�;�r�|�;�7��
�(�������]�v���‘�•�•�–���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v�7��
�|�_�;�u�;���‰�-�v���m�o���l�;�m�|�b�o�m���o�=���_�†�m�|�b�m�]��
�b�m�����o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:��
Yet the recent bill unexpectedly 
�b�m�1�t�†�7�;�7���b�|�:���$�_�;���r�-�u�h���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�v��
�|�_�;�����;�;�u�b�r�l�o���)�-�t�h�7���=�b�ˆ�;��
�1�-�l�r�]�u�o�†�m�7�v�7���!�-�]�t�-�m���
�-�t�t�v���t�o�o�h�o�†�|��
and other well-used recreation 
areas. Hunting here would have 
�0�;�;�m���b�m�1�o�l�r�-�|�b�0�t�;���‰�b�|�_���v�-�=�;���-�m�7��
enjoyable outdoor experiences. 

�$�_�-�m�h�v���|�o���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���=�u�o�l���(�������7��
���†�|�7�o�o�u�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���|�_�;�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m��
���-�l�r�v�����v�v�o�1�b�-�|�b�o�m�7���-�m�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����u�;�;�m�v�7�����m�b�l�-�t�����†�v�|�b�1�;��
Party and Legalise Cannabis 
���-�u�|�‹�7���|�_�b�v���t�-�v�|�J�l�b�m�†�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;���‰�-�v��
�|�_�-�m�h�=�†�t�t�‹���o�ˆ�;�u�|�†�u�m�;�7�:����
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SARAH BRUGLER AND 
BENJAMIN J RICHARDSON 
�!���"�����!�������$���������!���$�����$��������
���
�����!���"�"�������	�"�������	�����$�����!��
�$���!�����$�������	�����������$���$�"��������
���!���(���$�����������	

I �|�=�v���-���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���|�b�l�;���|�o���]�;�|���l�o�u�;��
landowners involved in nature 

conservation. Threatened 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���t�b�h�;���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;��
underrepresented in our reserve 
�v�‹�v�|�;�l���-�m�7���l�-�b�m�t�‹���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�;���o�m���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;��
�t�-�m�7�:�����u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�b�m�]���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���t�-�m�7��
�†�v�;�v���t�b�h�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���-�m�7��
�o�ˆ�;�u�]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���o�m���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7���b�v���ˆ�b�|�-�t��
to protect habitats and threatened 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���t�b�h�;�����t�-�b�m�v���)�-�m�7�;�u�;�u�v���-�m�7��
�"�|�u�b�r�;�7�����;�]�t�;�v�v�����b�Œ�-�u�7�v�:�����m���b�m�J
�r�;�u�r�;�|�†�b�|�‹���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|���l�-�‹��
�0�;���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���t�;�]�-�t���|�o�o�t���=�o�u��
safeguarding nature on private land.

In Victoria, 60 per cent of land 
is owned privately. Protecting 
grasslands and other threatened 
habitats therefore relies on private 
landowners. Nature and planning 
�t�-�‰�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���v�o�l�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���|�o��
�r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|���|�u�;�;�v���=�u�o�l���0�;�b�m�]���1�†�|���7�o�‰�m�:��
However, these laws often fail to 
prevent habitat destruction or protect 
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����o�|�-�0�t�‹�7���_�-�u�l�=�†�t��
�t�-�m�7���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�;�v���K���t�b�h�;���o�ˆ�;�u�J�]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]��
�-�m�7���b�m�|�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;���1�u�o�r�r�b�m�]���K���-�u�;���ˆ�b�u�|�†�-�t�t�‹��
unregulated on private land.  

���t�|�_�o�†�]�_���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v���7�o���m�o�|���u�;�t�†�b�u�;��
�t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v���|�o���l�-�m�-�]�;���t�-�m�7���=�o�u���|�_�;��
benefit of native wildlife, increasingly, 
private landowners are understanding 
�|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=�7���-�m�7���-�u�;���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7��

to, doing so. Landowners are joining 
�t�o�1�-�t�����-�m�7�1�-�u�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�7���u�;�r�t�-�m�|�b�m�]��
shelterbelts and riparian habitat. 
�
�-�u�l�;�u�v���-�u�;���r�-�u�|�b�1�b�r�-�|�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���1�-�u�0�o�m��
�l�-�u�h�;�|���|�o���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�=�‹���|�_�;�b�u���b�m�1�o�l�;���-�m�7��
�l�-�m�‹���m�o�‰���;�m�]�-�]�;���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���1�-�r�b�|�-�t��
�-�1�1�o�†�m�|�b�m�]���=�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�v���P�‰�_�b�1�_���_�;�t�r��
�l�;�-�v�†�u�;���-�m�7���u�;�r�o�u�|���o�m���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
�r�;�u�=�o�u�l�-�m�1�;�Q�:���$�_�;�u�;�]�v���-�t�v�o���-���m�;�‰��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�|�†�u�;���!�;�r�-�b�u�����-�u�h�;�|���‰�_�b�1�_��
�-�b�l�v���|�o���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;���l�o�u�;���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v��
to participate in private land 
conservation. 

Conservation covenants
���u�]�†�-�0�t�‹�7���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���‰�;�t�t���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7��
�-�m�7���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���|�o�o�t���=�o�u���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹��
protecting threatened wildlife on 
private land is the use of conservation 
�1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|�v�:���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�v���|�_�;���l�o�v�|��
covenants nationally, covering about 
1,800 properties. Across Australia, 
�1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|�b�m�]���0�o�7�b�;�v���v�|�u�†�]�]�t�;���|�o���l�;�;�|��
�|�_�;���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���7�;�l�-�m�7���=�u�o�l���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v��
wanting a covenant. 

A conservation covenant establishes 
�-���<�r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�=�:�����m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7��
a landowner enters a conservation 
covenant with Trust for Nature 
�P�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�Q���-�m�7�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���-�r�r�u�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���|�_�;��
Minister, the covenant is registered 
against the title of their land. The 
�|�;�u�l�v���o�=���;�-�1�_���1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|���-�u�;���v�r�;�1�b�=�b�1���|�o��
�|�_�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�|�‹�:���$�_�;�‹���1�-�m���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹��
�r�u�o�_�b�0�b�|���t�-�m�7���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]�7���o�ˆ�;�u�]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]�7��
fertiliser use, subdivision, construction 
�-�m�7���l�o�u�;�:�����m�7���|�_�;�‹���u�;�l�-�b�m���b�m���r�t�-�1�;��
even when the property is sold.

���-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v���u�;�l�-�b�m���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�t�;���=�o�u��
�|�_�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���t�-�m�7�7���;�ˆ�;�m��

�b�=���b�|�=�v���1�o�ˆ�;�u�;�7���0�‹���-���1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|�:���$�u�†�v�|��
�=�o�u�����-�|�†�u�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�v���-���1�†�v�|�o�l�b�v�;�7��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���r�t�-�m���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u��
and supports landowners with best 
�r�u�-�1�|�b�1�;���t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���b�|�v��
�v�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v�_�b�r���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�:��

���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|�v���-�u�;���0�;�1�o�l�b�m�]��
�l�o�u�;���r�o�r�†�t�-�u���-�l�o�m�]���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|���|�‹�r�;�v��
�o�=���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v�:�����-�u�|�t�‹�7���b�|�=�v���0�;�1�-�†�v�;��
landowners with covenants in Victoria 
�1�-�m���m�o�‰���]�;�|���-���t�-�m�7���|�-�Š���;�Š�;�l�r�|�b�o�m�:��
���t�†�v�7���v�o�l�;���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�†�m�1�b�t�v���o�=�=�;�u���u�-�|�;��
�u�;�0�-�|�;�v�7���-�m�7���b�m���v�o�l�;���1�b�u�1�†�l�v�|�-�m�1�;�v��
�t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v���l�-�‹���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;���-�m���b�m�1�;�m�|�b�ˆ�;��
�r�-�‹�l�;�m�|���|�o���;�m�|�;�u���-���1�o�ˆ�;�m�-�m�|�:��

���|�=�v���m�o�|���‹�;�|���1�t�;�-�u���_�o�‰���|�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�|�†�u�;���!�;�r�-�b�u�����-�u�h�;�|���‰�b�t�t���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
landowners with covenants, but 
�|�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���|�‰�o���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���l�;�|�_�o�7�o�t�o�]�b�;�v��
�1�†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹���b�m���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���K���<���m�_�-�m�1�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���ˆ�;�]�;�|�-�|�b�o�m�=���-�m�7���<���u�o�|�;�1�|���-�m�7��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�;�:�=���$�_�;�‹���1�o�†�t�7���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹��
generate financial revenue for 
landowners with covenants.

�)�;�=�u�;���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���o�m���-���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���=�†�m�7�;�7��
by the Australian Research Council to 
study how conservation covenants 
�1�-�m���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���_�;�t�r���l�o�u�;���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v��
protect threatened wildlife and 
habitats on their land.  

Sarah Brugler is an environmental law 
professional and researcher

Benjamin J Richardson is a Professor of 
Environmental Law at the University of 
Tasmania 

Learn more about their project at: 
www.utas.edu.au/research/projects/
conservation-covenants-for-ecosystem-
restoration-and-climate-adaptation

Protecting nature on private land

�)���"�$���!���������!�$��
�����+�=�"���)���$�������	�"��
ARE TEETERING 

�������$���������	���������
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���������������!�$�����$���	�������"�������7��
�!�������!�$�"��SHANNON HURLEY, 
�����$�&�!�����������"���!�(���$��������
CAMPAIGNER

W estern Port Bay, one of 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���-�m�7��

treasured waterways, is once again at 
�|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�;���o�=���-���l�-�f�o�u���1�u�o�v�v�u�o�-�7�v�:���$�_�b�v��
�|�b�l�;�7���b�|�=�v���m�o�|���-���]�-�v���|�;�u�l�b�m�-�t���o�u���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�b�-�t��
expansion threatening its fragile 
habitats, but the proposed Victorian 
�!�;�m�;�‰�-�0�t�;�����m�;�u�]�‹���$�;�u�l�b�m�-�t���P�(�!���$�Q�:

We need renewables, but not at 
the expense of the web of life 
they're designed to protect. Local 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�u�o�†�r�v��
support the transition to renewable 
energy. And they're urging the 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���l�-�h�;��
sure the process has appropriate 

�v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7�v���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���|�_�;���0�-�‹�=�v��
habitats and wildlife.

In a joint letter to four Victorian 
�l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�v�7���(�������7�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
Victoria, Western Port Biosphere, Save 
Westernport, and the Phillip Island 
Conservation Society called for urgent 
�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v���|�o���|�_�;�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t��
���=�=�;�1�|�v���"�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|���P�����"�Q���v�1�o�r�b�m�]��
�u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|�v�:

�$�_�;���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���7�u�-�=�|���u�b�v�h�v���o�ˆ�;�u�t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
�1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���|�_�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���1�o�†�t�7���_�-�ˆ�;�:��
���|�v���m�-�u�u�o�‰���=�o�1�†�v���7�o�;�v�m�=�|���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���|�_�;��
�‰�b�7�;�u���;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�m���|�_�;���0�-�‹�:���
�o�u���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;�7��
�b�|���-�7�7�u�;�v�v�;�v���_�o�‰���u�;�l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v��
�-�m�7���l�†�7�=�t�-�|���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���‰�b�t�t���b�l�r�-�1�|���0�b�u�7�v��
in the area. But what will the flow on 
effects be up the chain and in other 
�-�u�;�-�v�5�����m�7���_�o�‰���‰�b�t�t���1�o�m�v�|�-�m�|���m�o�b�v�;��
�7�b�v�u�†�r�|���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���l�b�]�u�-�|�b�m�]���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;��
�0�-�‹�5

�$�_�;���l�;�v�v�-�]�;���b�v���1�t�;�-�u�9���o�=�=�v�_�o�u�;���‰�b�m�7��
�b�v���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t���=�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���1�t�;�-�m���;�m�;�u�]�‹��
�=�†�|�†�u�;�:�����m�7���b�|���l�†�v�|���0�;���7�o�m�;���u�b�]�_�|�:�����†�u��
letter highlights the gaps in planning 
�=�o�u���l�-�u�b�m�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7��

shows how leaving all decisions to the 
EES is insufficient.

�)�;���1�-�t�t�;�7���o�m���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o��
strengthen the EES so it:

• Aligns with the Marine and Coastal 
Act.

• ���l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�v���-���t�o�m�]�J�o�ˆ�;�u�7�†�;���l�-�u�b�m�;��
spatial plan for Western Port Bay.

• �
�†�t�t�‹���f�†�v�|�b�=�b�;�v���|�_�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�=�v���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m��
and design.

These steps will safeguard Western 
���o�u�|�����-�‹�=�v���†�m�b�t�†�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7��
�†�r�_�o�t�7���|�_�;���1�u�;�7�b�0�b�t�b�|�‹���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�;�v�7��
�-�m�7���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���u�;�m�;�‰�-�0�t�;���;�m�;�u�]�‹��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���;�-�u�m�v���|�_�;���v�o�1�b�-�t���t�b�1�;�m�1�;���b�|��
deserves.

���|�=�v���ˆ�b�|�-�t���|�_�b�v���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���u�;�v�|�o�u�;�v���r�†�0�t�b�1��
trust in the planning process and sets 
a positive precedent for renewable 
�;�m�;�u�]�‹���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:

���|���|�_�;���|�b�l�;���o�=���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]�7���|�_�;���l�b�m�b�v�|�;�u�v��
�_�-�ˆ�;���m�o�|���‹�;�|���u�;�v�r�o�m�7�;�7���|�o���u�;�t�†�;�v�|�v��
�=�o�u���-���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�:���)�;���_�o�r�;���o�†�u���=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h��
�‰�b�t�t���0�;���|�-�h�;�m���o�m���0�o�-�u�7�:��

���m�;�u�]�‹���|�u�-�m�v�b�|�b�o�m���m�;�;�7�v���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m

Moon Snail  
Genus Conuber 

Y �o�†���h�m�o�‰���|�_�o�v�;���v�-�†�v�-�]�;�J
shaped, gelatinous blobs you 

�v�;�;���‰�-�v�_�;�7���†�r���o�m���|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_�5��
�$�_�;�‹���-�u�;�m�=�|���f�;�t�t�‹�=�b�v�_���K���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���|�_�;��
�;�]�]���v�-�1�v���o�=���l�o�o�m���v�m�-�b�t�v�4

Specifically, they belong to 
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���]�;�m�†�v�����o�m�†�0�;�u�7��
�|�_�;���]�u�o�†�r���o�=���l�o�o�m���v�m�-�b�t�v���l�o�v�|��
�1�o�l�l�o�m�t�‹���v�;�;�m���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:��

���o�m�v�b�v�|�b�m�]���o�=���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���–�”���r�;�u��
�1�;�m�|���‰�-�|�;�u�7���-�m�7���_�o�t�7�b�m�]���|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v���o�=���;�l�0�u�‹�o�v�7���|�_�;��
�;�]�]�v���7�u�b�=�|���b�m���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���1�o�t�†�l�m���‰�_�b�t�;���|�_�;���‹�o�†�m�]���v�m�-�b�t�v��
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�:���$�_�;���l�;�l�0�u�-�m�;�J�0�o�†�m�7���f�;�t�t�‹���l�-�|�u�b�Š���b�m�=�t�-�|�;�v���‰�b�|�_��
surrounding seawater, causing the eggs to be far larger 
�|�_�-�m���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���|�_�;�l�v�;�t�ˆ�;�v�:�����u�;�;�7�b�m�]���r�u�;�v�†�l�-�0�t�‹��
�o�1�1�†�u�v���=�u�o�l���"�r�u�b�m�]���|�o�����†�|�†�l�m�7���‰�b�|�_���t�†�m�-�u���r�_�-�v�;�v��
suspected to influence spawning events.

���†�|���|�_�;���l�o�o�m���v�m�-�b�t���_�-�v���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���o�m�;���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���1�-�u�7�:���+�o�†��
�l�-�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���m�o�|�b�1�;�7���|�_�-�|���v�o�l�;���v�;�-�v�_�;�t�t�v���‰�-�v�_�;�7���†�r���o�m���|�_�;��

beach have neat, perfectly 
�u�o�†�m�7���_�o�t�;�v���b�m���|�_�;�l�:��
�$�_�;�v�;���-�u�;�m�=�|���|�_�;���‰�o�u�h��
�o�=���-���l�-�7���0�;�-�1�_�1�o�l�0�;�u��
�‰�b�|�_���-���7�u�b�t�t���K���|�_�;�‹�=�u�;���|�_�;��
�r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|���l�-�u�h���t�;�=�|���=�u�o�l��
�-���l�o�o�m���v�m�-�b�t�=�v���l�;�-�t�:���$�_�;�‹��
trail the sandy shallows in 

�v�;�-�u�1�_���o�=���-���1�t�-�l�7���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���v�m�-�b�t�7���o�u���;�ˆ�;�m��
�-���1�u�-�0�:�����m�1�;���-���ˆ�b�1�|�b�l���b�v���=�o�†�m�7�7���|�_�;���l�o�o�m��
�v�m�-�b�t���t�-�|�1�_�;�v���o�m���†�v�b�m�]���b�|�v���v�|�u�o�m�]�7���l�†�v�1�†�t�-�u��
�=�o�o�|�:���$�_�;�m�7���b�|���;�Š�1�u�;�|�;�v���;�m�Œ�‹�l�;�v���-�m�7��
�-�1�b�7�v���|�o���‰�;�-�h�;�m���|�_�;���r�u�;�‹�=�v���v�_�;�t�t�7���-�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���u�-�7�†�t�-���P�-���u�-�v�r�b�m�]�7���|�o�m�]�†�;�J�t�b�h�;���o�u�]�-�m��
�b�m���|�_�;�b�u���l�o�†�|�_�Q���|�o���7�u�b�t�t���|�_�;���u�;�v�|���o�=���|�_�;��

�‰�-�‹���|�_�u�o�†�]�_�:�����m�1�;���|�_�;���_�o�t�;���b�v���l�-�7�;�7���|�_�;��
�1�o�m�|�;�m�|�v���-�u�;���|�_�;�m���v�†�1�h�;�7���o�†�|�:���	�;�t�b�1�b�o�†�v�4

�"�o���m�;�Š�|���|�b�l�;���‹�o�†���v�|�u�o�t�t���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_�7���h�;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�†�|��
for the clues: neat holes in shells, odd jelly blobs in the 
�v�_�-�t�t�o�‰�v�7���o�u���|�u�-�b�t�v���b�m���|�_�;���v�-�m�7�:�����-�1�_���o�m�;���b�v���-���u�;�l�b�m�7�;�u��
�o�=���|�_�;���l�o�o�m���v�m�-�b�t�=�v���r�u�;�v�;�m�1�;�7���-�m���†�m�-�v�v�†�l�b�m�]���‹�;�|���v�h�b�t�t�;�7��
�-�v�v�-�v�v�b�m���|�_�-�|���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���b�|�v���l�-�u�h���-�1�u�o�v�v���o�†�u���v�_�o�u�;�v�: 

Ben Travaglini is a ReefWatch intern studying marine 
science at Deakin University
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�Ç���"�|�u�b�r�;�7�����;�]�t�;�v�v�����b�Œ�-�u�7���G��BENJAMINT444

Salty Science with Ben Travaglini
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���r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���m�o�|���|�o���0�;���l�b�v�v�;�7���=�o�u���;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]��
feral deer

�-  Tadpoles ahoy! 
More than 600 Critically Endangered Spotted Tree 
Frogs (Dryopsophus spenceri) have joined wild 
populations in the Kiewa River. This Zoos Victoria 
conservation breeding program aims to boost numbers 
and genetic diversity after 50% of the frog’s Victorian 
habitat was severely burnt in the 2019–20 bushfires.

Biologists from Zoos Victoria and Wild Research 
released 265 one-year-old frogs, following a 2024 
release of 300 tadpoles and 70 juvenile frogs. So far 
more than half of those released have been found again.

Spotted Tree Frogs grow to about 6cm long and are well 
camouflaged with their vivid green spotty skin. They 
live in mountain streams between Victoria’s Central 
Highlands and Mount Kosciuszko in NSW.

The survey required a huge team effort. Traditional 
Owners, recreational fishers and citizen scientists 
joined biologists, walking up and down the stream with 
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�������"���!�(���$��������
CAMPAIGNER, SAYS 

�$�������
���"�$���!�(����������
�������������*�������"�����������"�������	�&�	��
�	���������
���!�������$�&�!��

T �_�;���v�|�-�|�;���-�m�7���=�;�7�;�u�-�t���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v�=��
�-�r�r�u�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���|�_�;���
�o�v�|�;�u�ˆ�b�t�t�;�����o�t�7��

���b�m�;���;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m���l�-�u�h�v���-���0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7��
step for nature protection in Victoria. 
It's bad news for habitats, water and 
�t�o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:

At hearings in Bendigo and 
Melbourne, groups including the 
���;�m�7�b�]�o���-�m�7���	�b�v�|�u�b�1�|�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
���o�†�m�1�b�t�7�����;�m�7�b�]�o�����t�b�l�-�|�;�����t�t�b�-�m�1�;��
�-�m�7���"�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�����-�l�r�-�v�r�;���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�;�7��
�7�;�|�-�b�t�;�7���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;���|�o���|�_�;�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
���=�=�;�1�|�v���"�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|���P�����"�Q�:���"�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;��
���-�l�r�-�v�r�;�7���b�m���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�7���t�;�7���-�m��
extensive effort to expose the flaws 
�b�m���|�_�;���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�:���$�_�;�v�;��
local advocates deserve recognition 
�=�o�u���_�o�t�7�b�m�]���o�m�;���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|��
�r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���l�b�m�b�m�]���o�r�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�o��
account.

The conditions attached to the 
�-�r�r�u�o�ˆ�-�t���-�|�|�;�l�r�|���|�o���v�o�=�|�;�m���|�_�;���0�t�o�‰�9��

new surface-water 
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]�7���-�m�7��
air and vibration 
controls. But over 
10 ha of Grey Box 
Grassy Woodland, a 
nationally significant 
and threatened 
habitat, will be 
cleared. However, 
�|�_�;���1�o�l�r�-�m�‹���l�†�v�|��
�v�;�1�†�u�;���-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;��
�l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�’�•���_�-���o�=��
�o�=�=�v�;�|�v���K���-���r�u�o�l�b�v�;��
that rarely translates 
into true ecological 
recovery.

�$�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�=�v��
fears of 
�1�o�m�|�-�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���o�=��
�|�_�;�����-�l�r�-�v�r�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u�7��
�-�m�7���†�t�|�b�l�-�|�;�t�‹���|�_�;�����†�u�u�-�‹���-�|�����1�_�†�1�-�7��
�‰�;�u�;���1�o�m�=�b�u�l�;�7���0�‹���	�u�����1���†�l�0�;�u�7��
hydrogeologist and expert witness for 
�"�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�����-�l�r�-�v�r�;�:���$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v�=��
�-�|�|�;�l�r�|�v���|�o���v�_�u�†�]���o�=�=���0�o�|�_���b�l�l�;�7�b�-�|�;��
�-�m�7���1�†�l�†�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���-�v���0�;�b�m�]��
�<�-�1�1�;�r�|�-�0�t�‹���l�-�m�-�]�;�7�=���-�u�;���v�b�l�r�t�‹���m�o�|��
good enough.

�$�_�;���0�;�7�u�o�1�h���o�=���|�_�b�v���u�;�]�b�o�m���K���b�|�v��
wildlife, habitats, waterways, and 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���K���1�-�m�m�o�|���0�;���|�u�-�7�;�7��
�=�o�u���-���=�;�‰���;�1�o�m�o�l�b�1���|�-�t�h�b�m�]���r�o�b�m�|�v�:��
���;�m�7�b�]�o�=�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���]�u�o�†�r�v���_�-�ˆ�;���7�o�m�;��
�|�_�;���_�-�u�7���‰�o�u�h�8���m�o�‰���b�|�=�v���|�b�l�;���=�o�u���|�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���|�o���7�o���|�_�;�b�u�v�7���0�‹���;�m�=�o�u�1�b�m�]��
every condition with genuine rigour 
and transparency.  

�
�o�v�|�;�u�ˆ�b�t�t�;�����b�m�;���-���]�o�t�7�;�m���7�;�-�t���‰�b�|�_���-���7�b�u�|�‹���1�o�v�|

�
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�	�����!���������$�!���������������&�����$�+��
�����$�)���!���7�����*�����&�$���(����
���
�
�������!

T �_�;���l�-�]�m�b�=�b�1�;�m�|�����-�f�o�u�����b�|�1�_�;�t�t��
���t�-�|�;�-�†���1�o�l�l�-�m�7�v���|�_�;���0�-�1�h�7�u�o�r��

�|�o���-���r�b�1�|�†�u�;�v�t�†�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�|�‹���0�o�u�7�;�u�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���;�-�v�|�;�u�m���v�b�7�;���o�=�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v��
�P���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7�Q�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:���$�o�l�����†�|�_�u�b�;��
�b�v���-���v�_�;�;�r���=�-�u�l�;�u���-�m�7���‰�b�m�;�l�-�h�;�u�8��
�_�b�v���=�-�l�b�t�‹���_�-�v���=�-�u�l�;�7���|�_�b�v���t�-�m�7���=�o�u���-��
hundred years.

�$�o�l���t�o�ˆ�;�v���|�_�b�v���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�7���b�m���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u��
�|�_�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u���!�;�7�����†�l���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���‰�b�|�_��
�l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;�7���-�m�1�b�;�m�|���|�u�;�;�v���-�u�o�†�m�7���o�m�;��
thousand years old. He sees the 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=���=�-�u�l�b�m�]���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���_�-�m�7���b�m���_�-�m�7�:��
Nearly half the 3000-acre property is 
fenced to protect native habitat.

�$�o�l�=�v���v�;�;�m���_�b�v���v�_�-�u�;���o�=���=�b�u�;�v�7���=�t�o�o�7�v�7��
�-�m�7���7�u�o�†�]�_�|�:�����†�|���_�;���u�;�1�h�o�m�v���|�‰�o��
�u�;�1�;�m�|���t�-�u�]�;���=�b�u�;�v���b�m���|�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F
���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7���_�-�r�r�;�m�b�m�]���b�m���t�†�b�1�h��
succession have had a devastating 
�b�l�r�-�1�|���o�m���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���t�b�ˆ�;�t�b�_�o�o�7�v���-�m�7��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:�����;���t�o�v�|���=�;�m�1�b�m�]�7���r�-�v�|�†�u�;��
�-�m�7���]�u�-�r�;���_�-�u�ˆ�;�v�|���0�†�|���b�v���|�_�-�m�h�=�†�t���_�b�v��
�_�o�†�v�;���-�m�7���v�|�o�1�h���‰�;�u�;���v�-�ˆ�;�7�:

���;�=�v���-�t�v�o���v�;�;�m���|�_�;���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���r�;�v�|�v��
�t�b�h�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���b�m���|�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���]�u�o�‰��
�-�m�7���;�Š�r�-�m�7�:���<�
�o�u�|�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���0�-�1�h�������l�b�]�_�|��
�_�-�ˆ�;���v�;�;�m���o�m�;���7�;�;�u���b�m���v�b�Š���l�o�m�|�_�v���-�m�7��
its was a curiosity. Then, 10 years ago, 
�����‰�-�v���v�;�;�b�m�]���l�o�0�v���o�=���v�b�Š���|�o���;�b�]�_�|���=�;�u�-�t��
�7�;�;�u�:�����m���|�_�;���t�-�v�|���=�;�‰���‹�;�-�u�v�7�������-�l���v�;�;�b�m�]��
�l�o�0�v���o�=���u�•���o�u���l�o�u�;�=���v�-�‹�v���$�o�l�:

�<�$�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7���b�v���t�b�h�;���-��
land island, and we should be able to 
�;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���b�=���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v��
�-�m�7���m�;�b�]�_�0�o�†�u�v���‰�o�u�h���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�=���_�;��
adds. ‘The extensive fires provide a 
rare opportunity right now to cull deer 
�;�=�=�b�1�b�;�m�|�t�‹���-�m�7���_�†�l�-�m�;�t�‹���b�m���|�_�;���r�-�u�h��
�=�u�o�l���_�;�t�b�1�o�r�|�;�u�v���‰�_�b�t�;���|�_�;���|�u�;�;���1�-�m�o�r�‹��
�b�v���v�r�-�u�v�;�:�����o�l�0�b�m�;�7���‰�b�|�_���]�u�o�†�m�7��
shooting on open adjoining private 
�t�-�m�7�7���‰�;���1�-�m���;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u�7���0�†�|��
�‰�;���m�;�;�7���|�o���-�1�|���m�o�‰�7���m�o�|���‰�-�b�|�:�����|�=�v��
�_�;�-�u�|�0�u�;�-�h�b�m�]���|�o���v�;�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�u�;��
�m�o�‰���l�†�m�1�_�b�m�]���-�m�7���|�u�-�l�r�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�-�m�7���=�-�u�l�t�-�m�7���-�v���b�|�]�v���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]�:�=

�<���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�ˆ�;���u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���-�7�ˆ�b�v�;�7��
�l�;���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]���r�;�v�|��
�-�m�b�l�-�t���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���r�o�v�|���=�b�u�;�v���-�m�7���_�-�ˆ�;��
invited adjoining landowners to give 
approval to control pests on their 
properties, including feral deer. As a 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�b�v�|���-�m�7���=�-�u�l�;�u���-�7�f�o�b�m�b�m�]��

�|�_�;���r�-�u�h�������-�r�r�t�-�†�7���|�_�b�v���1�o�t�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�b�o�m��
�‰�b�|�_���m�;�b�]�_�0�o�†�u�v���-�v���b�|���b�v���h�;�‹���|�o��
�v�†�1�1�;�v�v�:�=

�<���o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���‰�;���l�†�v�|���|�-�h�;���|�_�b�v��
�o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�;���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���=�o�u��
good and not be left with expensive 
�‹�;�-�u���|�o���‹�;�-�u���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���l�-�h�b�m�]��
no inroads as the population expands. 
Currently, landowners are left with 
building expensive deer proof fences 
or seeing valuable crops and pastures 
�0�;�b�m�]���7�-�l�-�]�;�7�:�������‰�o�†�t�7���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���-��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�t�†�;���-�m�7���7�-�|�-�0�-�v�;���‰�_�;�u�;��
neighbours can report pests and 
�t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���‰�o�u�h���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���o�m��
�v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1���1�o�m�|�u�o�t�:�=

�<���t�b�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���m�o�‰���=�u�o�l��
�0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;���-�=�=�;�1�|�;�7���r�t�-�1�;�v���t�b�h�;��
���u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v���P���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7�Q���-�m�7�����b�|�|�t�;��
�	�;�v�;�u�|���l�-�h�;�v���r�;�u�=�;�1�|���v�;�m�v�;�7���v�o�������v�-�‹��
�]�;�|���o�m���‰�b�|�_���b�|�4�=���v�-�‹�v���$�o�l�:��

Expert advice ignored
���m�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u�7���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
announced it will be ignoring 
�o�ˆ�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�b�m�]���r�†�0�t�b�1���o�r�b�m�b�o�m���-�m�7��
the advice of its own expert panel 
�|�_�-�|���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7���]�7�;�;�u���v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;��
�u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��Wildlife Act so they 
can be declared a pest' (see p. 8). 

���m�;�Š�r�t�b�1�-�0�t�‹�7���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���‰�b�t�t���u�;�l�-�b�m���|�_�;��
�o�m�t�‹���l�-�b�m�t�-�m�7���v�|�-�|�;���|�_�-�|���v�|�b�t�t���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�v��
feral deer despite having the highest 
population and spread, continuing this 
barrier to effective control. 

Find out more from the Victorian Deer 
Control Community Network at  
vdccn.org.au

headlamps, looking for frog eyes reflecting back and 
listening out for calls. Even though the frogs were 
individually marked (with a skin clip on their toe), 
finding them again could be challenging. �Á
Read more at zoo.org.au/fighting-extinction/local-
threatened-species/spotted-tree-frog

Glad tidings Nature news to bring a smile to your face
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�;�v�;���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m�v���-�u�;���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��
and waters of the �)�†�u�†�m�7�f�;�u�b�7���	�f�-���	�f�-���)�†�u�u�†�m�]�7���)�-�7�-�‰�†�u�u�†�m�]�7���	�f�-�0��
�)�†�u�u�†�m�]�7�����-�v�|�;�u�m�����-�-�u�7���)�o�|�f�o�0�-�t�†�h���-�m�7�����†�m�-�b�����†�u�m�-�b and recognise 
their ongoing role in caring for Country

Welcome our   new parks!
LEGISLATION TO CREATE NEW NATIONAL PARKS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS IN THE CENTRAL WEST HAS FINALLY 
PASSED THE VICTORIAN PARLIAMENT

I �m�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;�����o�†�m�1�b�t���r�-�v�v�;�7���|�_�;��
���-�u�h�v���-�m�7�����†�0�t�b�1�����-�m�7�����;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m�����l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|���P���;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���-�m�7��

�o�|�_�;�u���l�-�|�|�;�u�v�Q�����b�t�t�7���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�u�;�;���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���r�t�†�v���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�v��
�-�m�7���m�;�‰���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h�v�:

���o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�b�v�|�v���v�r�;�m�|���7�;�1�-�7�;�v��
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�b�m�]���=�o�u���0�;�|�|�;�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�:

���-�1�h���b�m���‘�•�‘�•�7���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���t�b�v�|�;�m�;�7���|�o���;�Š�r�;�u�|���-�7�ˆ�b�1�;���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t���P�(�������Q�7���-�1�1�;�r�|�b�m�]���•�u���o�=��
�•�•���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t���)�;�v�|�����m�ˆ�;�v�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m���!�;�r�o�u�|�:�����|��
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���|�_�u�;�;���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
reserves. 

�$�_�;���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���1�-�u�;�=�†�t�t�‹���7�;�v�b�]�m�;�7���|�o���0�-�t�-�m�1�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���‰�_�b�t�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���|�_�-�|��
suit each place.

�(���������_�-�v���v�r�;�m�|���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v���v�|�b�1�h�b�m�]���†�r���=�o�u���|�_�;�v�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:�����m�7���m�o�‰��
�|�_�;�‹���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���|�_�;�‹���7�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�4

Greater protection for nature

�$�_�;�v�;���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v���‰�b�t�t���h�;�;�r���|�_�;���_�o�l�;�v���o�=���_�†�m�7�u�;�7�v���o�=���u�-�u�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7��
�r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���=�†�m�]�b���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹���v�-�=�;���=�u�o�l���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�b�;�v���t�b�h�;��
�l�b�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�‹�]�t�t���t�;�|���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�;�-�t���-�=�|�;�u���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=��
�7�-�l�-�]�;�:

�$�_�;���_�;�-�7�‰�-�|�;�u�v���‰�_�;�u�;���v�b�Š���l�-�f�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���u�b�ˆ�;�u�v���0�;�]�b�m���|�_�;�b�u���f�o�†�u�m�;�‹��
�-�u�;���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�v�;���r�-�u�h�v�:���$�_�;�‹�=�t�t���h�;�;�r���o�†�u���-�b�u���1�t�;�-�m���-�m�7���t�o�1�h��
�-�‰�-�‹���l�b�t�t�b�o�m�v���o�=���|�o�m�m�;�v���o�=���1�-�u�0�o�m���b�m���_�;�-�t�|�_�‹���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:

���u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;�v�;���_�;�t�r���†�v���t�;�-�ˆ�;���-���_�;�-�t�|�_�‹�7���|�_�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�-�t��
world as a gift to our children, grandchildren and the planet.

�
�o�u���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���|�_�;�v�;���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;��
�0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���r�t�-�1�;�v���=�o�u���=�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���|�o���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�7���1�-�l�r�7���_�b�h�;���-�m�7���1�o�m�m�;�1�|���‰�b�|�_��
�m�-�|�†�u�;�:���$�_�;�‹���0�u�b�m�]���m�;�‰���f�o�0�v���|�o���t�o�1�-�t���|�o�‰�m�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�o�†�u�b�v�l���-�m�7���r�-�u�h��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7���-�m�7���_�;�t�r���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v���1�-�u�;���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

���u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�t�;���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���|�_�-�|���7�o�;�v�m�]�|���_�-�u�l��
�m�-�|�†�u�;�:���$�_�;�‹���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���1�t�;�-�m���7�u�b�m�h�b�m�]���‰�-�|�;�u���=�t�o�‰�v���|�o���=�-�u�l�v���-�m�7��
towns by protecting river sources and help us cope with our changing 
�1�t�b�l�-�|�;�:���$�_�;�‹���h�;�;�r���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�;�7���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���v�|�u�o�m�]�:

�)�b�|�_���‹�o�†�u���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�7���(���������‰�b�t�t���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���|�_�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=��
�|�_�;�v�;���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���=�-�|�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�m�‹���v�l�-�t�t�;�u���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
reserves in the central west still awaiting protection.

What's not included? 

�$�_�;���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m���7�o�;�v���m�o�|���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���v�;�ˆ�;�m���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���•�•���m�-�|�†�u�;��
conservation reserves, 18 bushland reserves and expansions to 
�;�Š�b�v�|�b�m�]���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���|�_�-�|���‰�;�u�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���(���������u�;�r�o�u�|�:���$�_�;�v�;��
are expected to be created under different legislation, through an 
�-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|���|�o���|�_�;��Public Land Act�:���(���������‰�b�t�t���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���|�_�;��
�r�u�o�]�u�;�v�v���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v�: ��� �
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DETAILS
 Wurundjeri, 

Dja Dja Wurrung 
& Wadawurrung 
Country

�È 44,700 ha

SIGNIFICANCE
Largest intact forest between 
Grampians (Gariwerd) and 
eastern highlands. 

Protects headwaters of six 
major rivers.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, camping, 4WD, 
mountain biking, fishing. 

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Western Burrowing Crayfish, Platypus, Musk Duck, Grey 
Goshawk, Little Eagle, Square-tailed Kite, Powerful Owl, 
Barking Owl, Sooty Owl, Gang-gang Cockatoo, Blue-winged 
Parrot, Swift Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Hooded 
Robin, Speckled Warbler, Diamond Firetail, Brush-tailed 
Phascogale, Common Dunnart, Southern Greater Glider, 
Mountain Skink, Growling Grass Frog, Golden Sun Moth

THREATENED PLANTS 
Brown Treecreeper, Eastern Bent-winged Bat, Sticky Wattle, 
Dwarf Silver-wattle, Spotted Hyacinth-orchid, Wiry Bossiaea, 
Black Gum, Brooker’s Gum, Yarra Gum, Clover Glycine, 
Creeping Grevillea, Basalt Peppercress, Hairy Beard-heath, 
Austral Tobacco, Dense Mint-bush, Tangled Pseudanthus, 
Swamp Bush-pea, Fragrant Saltbush, One-flower Early 
Nancy, Western Pellitory, Southern Blue-gum, Golden Bush-
pea, Pale Swamp Everlasting, Wombat Bush-pea, Small 
Sickle Greenhood, Brock Knawel, Tiny Violet, Fuzzy New 
Holland Daisy, Bacchus Marsh Wattle, Large-leaf Cinnamon-
wattle, Grey Scentbark, Tasman Fan-fern, Wombat Bossiaea, 
Werribee Blue-box, Canary Dermocybe, Orange Dermocybe
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DETAILS
 Eastern Maar 

& Djab Wurrung 
Country

�È 5,300 ha

SIGNIFICANCE
Protects headwaters 
of Wimmera River and 
tributaries.

Wildlife hotspot with old-
growth gullies and dry ridges. 

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, birdwatching, 
camping, 4WD, mountain 
biking; features the popular 
multi-day Beeripmo Walk. 

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Lewin’s Rail, Little Eagle, Square-tailed Kite, Powerful Owl, 
Blue-winged Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Speckled 
Warbler, Brush-tailed Phascogale

THREATENED PLANTS 
Brown Treecreeper, Wiry Bossiaea, Yarra Gum, Tight 
Bedstraw, Shiny Tea-tree, One-flower Early Nancy, Colourful 
Spider-orchid, Deane’s Wattle, Dwarf Boronia, Grampians 
Bitter-pea, Large-fruit Yellow-gum, Mount Cole Grevillea, 
Orange Billy-buttons, Slender Fireweed, Penny-leaf Flat-pea

GAYLE OSBORNE, WOMBAT FORESTCARE
�)�o�l�0�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�1�-�u�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���-�u�;���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�u�;�;���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:��
�$�_�;�u�;���b�v���v�o���l�†�1�_���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���0�o�|�_���u�-�u�;���-�m�7���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7�7���|�_�-�|���‰�b�t�t���m�o�‰���_�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�b�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|��
�r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7�:���$�_�b�v���b�v���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���=�o�u���|�_�o�v�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�_�-�|���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���t�o�]�]�;�7���|�o��
�u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u���-�m�7���-�]�;���-�m�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���_�o�l�;�v���=�o�u���-�t�t���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���v�†�1�_���-�v���o�†�u���b�1�o�m�b�1�����o�-�t�-�v�:

���†�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���(���������_�-�ˆ�;���‰�o�u�h�;�7���_�-�u�7���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�v�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;�b�u��
�b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����-�m�‹���t�o�1�-�t���m�-�|�†�u�;���]�u�o�†�r�v���_�-�ˆ�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�7���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�8���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���-�|�|�;�m�7�;�7���r�u�o�|�;�v�|���;�ˆ�;�m�|�v���-�m�7���‰�u�b�|�|�;�m���t�;�|�|�;�u�v���|�o���r�o�t�b�|�b�1�b�-�m�v�:���$�_�b�v���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���-�m��
�b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���|�;�-�l���;�=�=�o�u�|���|�_�-�|���_�-�v���-�|���t�-�v�|���u�;�v�†�t�|�;�7���b�m���v�†�1�1�;�v�v�:

SERA BLAIR, NATUREWATCH COORDINATOR
���-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���_�-�v���‰�o�u�h�;�7���1�t�o�v�;�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v�7���t�o�1�-�t���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�o�ˆ�;�u�v���-�m�7���t�-�m�7�o�‰�m�;�u�v��
�b�m���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�b�m�]���|�_�;���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���-�u�u�-�‹���o�=���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���b�m���‰�_�-�|���‰�b�t�t���0�;�1�o�l�;�����o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�u�h�:���)�;�]�ˆ�;���1�o�m�7�†�1�|�;�7���r�o�v�|�J�=�b�u�;���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v���-�|�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���o�=���r�t�-�m�|�v��
�-�m�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���t�b�h�;���|�_�;�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�:

���t�o�m�]���‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���b�m���|�‰�o���o�|�_�;�u���m�;�‰�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���K���)�o�l�0�-�|�J
���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7�����o�0�-�‰�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h���K���|�_�;���0�o�†�m�7�t�;�v�v�t�‹���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�|�b�1��
�‰�o�u�h���o�=���o�†�u���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���_�-�v���_�;�t�r�;�7���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�;���|�o���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;�7���-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�b�o�m��
and understanding of these wonderful natural areas.

�Ç�����o�t�b�0�-�m���!�b�ˆ�;�u�7���)�o�l�0�-�|�J���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��SANDY SCHELTEMA

�Ç���"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�����u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�b�7�;�u���G��GAYLE OSBORNE �Ç�����o�†�m�|�-�b�m���"�h�b�m�h���G��GAYLE OSBORNE

�Ç���)�o�l�0�-�|�����o�v�v�-�b�-���G��GAYLE OSBORNE

�Ç�����;�;�u�b�r�l�o���)�-�t�h�7�����o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��BLAKE NISBET

�Ç�����;�‰�b�m�]�v���!�-�b�t���G��INDRA BONE

�Ç�����;�;�u�b�r�l�o���)�-�t�h�7�����o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��BLAKE NISBET

�Ç�����o�†�m�|�����o�t�;�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-���G��JORDAN CROOK
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SIGNIFICANCE
Protects Avoca and 
Wimmera catchments, 
reducing erosion and 
improving water quality. 
Safeguards 15,000 ha of 
forest habitat.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, scenic viewing, 
4WD. 

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Platypus, Little Eagle, Powerful Owl, Swift Parrot, Hooded 
Robin, Southern Whiteface, Speckled Warbler, Painted 
Honeyeater, Diamond Firetail, Lace Monitor

THREATENED PLANTS 
Brown Treecreeper, Buloke, Clover Glycine, Bristly Bush-
pea, Tucker’s Spear-grass, Squat Picris, Late-flower Flax-lily, 
Pyrenees Gum

SIGNIFICANCE
One of Victoria's largest and 
best Box-Ironbark forests. 
Important to the network 
of forests around Bendigo 
and in linking them with the 
Campaspe River to the east.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, biking, bird-
watching, camping. 

Protects scar trees, artefact 
scatters and First Nations 
cultural sites

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Little Eagle, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Square-tailed Kite, 
Swift Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Hooded Robin, 
Crested Bellbird, Grey-crowned Babbler, Chestnut-rumped 
Heathwren, Speckled Warbler, Diamond Firetail, Brush-tailed 
Phascogale, Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard, Lace Monitor, Brown 
Toadlet

THREATENED PLANTS 
Brown Treecreeper, Ausfeld’s Wattle, Bent-leaf Wattle, 
Whirrakee Wattle, Buloke, Clover Glycine, Small-leaf 
Goodenia, Sand Rush, Dainty Phebalium, Sikh’s Whiskers, 
Crimson Sun-orchid, Inland Red-tip Greenhood, Southern 
Swainson-pea, Dwarf Cassinia

DETAILS
 Wadawurrung, 

Dja Dja Wurrung, 
Wotjobaluk, Djab 
Wurrung & Eastern 
Maar Country

�È 15,126 ha
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DETAILS
 Dja Dja Wurrung 

Country

�È 7,100 ha added 
to Bendigo Regional 
Park

DAVID TATNALL, NATURE PHOTOGRAPHER
���-�l�r�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���o�=���|�_�;�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v���!�-�m�]�;�v���b�v���v�o���l�;�l�o�u�-�0�t�;�7���‰�b�|�_���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;�v���v�†�1�_���-�v��
�‰�-�h�b�m�]���|�o���|�_�;���v�o�†�m�7�v���o�=���r�-�u�u�o�|�v���-�m�7���]�-�t�-�_�v���o�ˆ�;�u�_�;�-�7�7���-�m�7���;�Š�r�t�o�u�b�m�]���|�_�;���u�b�1�_���‰�b�t�7�=�t�o�‰�;�u�J
�=�b�t�t�;�7���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:�����m�7���|�_�;���o�u�1�_�b�7���7�b�v�r�t�-�‹�v���|�_�;�u�;���1�-�m���0�;���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;�4

�$�_�b�v���r�t�-�1�;���‰�-�v���t�o�m�]���o�ˆ�;�u�7�†�;���=�o�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�v���-���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�:�����=�l���ˆ�;�u�‹���r�t�;�-�v�;�7���|�_�b�v���b�v��
�=�b�m�-�t�t�‹���_�-�r�r�;�m�b�m�]�:�������_�o�r�;���l�-�m�‹���l�o�u�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v���]�;�|���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���7�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u���-�m�7���;�m�f�o�‹��
�b�|�v���‰�o�m�7�;�u�v���-�|���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���|�b�l�;���-�v���b�|�v���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���]�;�|���|�_�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���|�_�;�‹���7�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�:

WENDY RADFORD, BENDIGO AND DISTRICT ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL
�)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���b�v���-�m���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���r�t�-�1�;���‰�b�|�_���v�o���l�-�m�‹���ˆ�-�u�b�;�|�b�;�v���o�=���|�u�;�;�v���-�m�7���r�t�-�m�|�v�:�����ˆ�;�u�‹�o�m�;�]�v��
�-�t�‰�-�‹�v���h�m�o�1�h�;�7���o�†�|���0�‹���|�_�;���0�b�]�����u�o�m�0�-�u�h�v�7���0�†�|���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���_�-�v���l�-�m�‹���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|���v�r�;�1�b�-�t���-�u�;�-�v�:

���|�v�����u�;�‹�����o�Š�����u�-�v�v�‹���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���b�v���-���u�;�l�m�-�m�|���o�=���‰�_�-�|���|�_�;���m�o�u�|�_�;�u�m���r�t�-�b�m�v���‰�;�u�;���o�m�1�;��
�t�b�h�;�:���$�_�b�v���v�-�m�7�‹���-�u�;�-���_�-�u�0�o�†�u�v���|�_�;�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���	�o�o�h�b�;���	�-�b�v�‹�7���u�b�]�_�|���m�;�-�u���-���l�-�]�m�b�=�b�1�;�m�|��
�’�•�•�³���‹�;�-�u���o�t�7���)�_�b�|�;�����o�Š�:���"�|�u�o�t�t�b�m�]���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���‹�o�†�=�t�t���v�;�;���+�;�t�t�o�‰�����†�l�7���!�;�7�����†�l�7�����u�;�‹�����o�Š�7��
���u�;�;�m���-�m�7�����†�t�t�����-�t�t�;�;�:�����m�7���‰�;�]�t�t���v�o�o�m���v�;�;���|�_�;���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���"�†�l�l�;�u���0�t�o�o�l�b�m�]���o�=�����u�o�m�0�-�u�h�v�7��
�0�;�]�b�m�m�b�m�]���|�o���‹�b�;�t�7���m�;�1�|�-�u���b�m���;�-�u�t�‹���
�;�0�u�†�-�u�‹�:�����o���‰�o�m�7�;�u���|�_�;���"�‰�b�=�|�����-�u�u�o�|�v���7�u�o�r���b�m���_�;�u�;���P�o�ˆ�;�u��
�“�•�•���1�o�†�m�|�;�7���|�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�Q���o�m���|�_�;�b�u���‹�;�-�u�t�‹���l�b�]�u�-�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l���$�-�v�v�b�;�:���$�_�;�‹�=�ˆ�;���]�o�|���]�o�o�7���|�-�v�|�;�4

�Ç�����-�u�]�;���|�u�;�;���b�m���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���G��JOHN TJHIA

�Ç���)�_�b�u�u�-�h�;�;���)�-�|�|�t�;���G��BEC SCHWINGHAMMER

�Ç�����b�m�h�J�|�-�b�t�;�7���)�o�u�l�����b�Œ�-�u�7���G��INDRA BONE�Ç�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v�����†�l���G��DEAN NICOLLE/INATURALIST

�Ç Lace Monitor 
GREG DRYBURGH

�Ç�����u�b�v�|�t�‹�����†�v�_�J�r�;�-���G��JOHN EICHLER

�Ç�����-�m�7�v�0�o�u�o�†�]�_�����b�t�t�7�����‹�u�;�m�;�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��DAVID TATNALL �Ç���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|�7�����;�m�7�b�]�o���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���G��STUART FRASER�� PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302 ��PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302

���&�! campaigns



SIGNIFICANCE
This tall wet forest is a vital 
refuge in an area heavily 
cleared for agriculture and 
plantations.

SIGNIFICANCE
Important habitat corridor 
connecting central west for-
ests to Macedon and beyond. 
Protects Campaspe River 
tributaries, improves stream 
health and reduces erosion.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, birdwatching, 
geocaching. 

The Lyrebird Forest Walk is a 
moderate one and a half hour 
bushwalk through the park.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, biking, 
climbing, orienteering. 

Significant Aboriginal 
heritage sites, and joint 
management with Traditional 
Owners

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Southern Greater Glider, South Gippsland Burrowing 
Crayfish, Lace Monitor, Powerful Owl, Superb Lyrebird

THREATENED PLANTS 
Rush Lily, Strzelecki Gum

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Little Eagle, Powerful Owl, Blue-winged Parrot, Brush-tailed 
Phascogale, Tufted Club-sedgeDETAILS

 Gunai Kurnai 
Country

�È approx 440 
ha 
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DETAILS
 Wurundjeri 

& Taungurung 
Country

�È 2,532 ha

MARG THOMAS, PRESERVE OUR FORESTS MIRBOO NORTH
�$�_�b�v���b�v���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���ˆ�b�1�|�o�u�‹���b�m���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���0�‹�����u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���o�†�u���
�o�u�;�v�|�v�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
�|�_�b�v���v�l�-�t�t�7���‹�;�|���ˆ�b�|�-�t���=�o�u�;�v�|���-�u�;�-�:�����|���1�o�m�|�-�b�m���;�m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���-�m�7���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�t�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;��
�_�o�l�;���|�o���v�o���l�†�1�_���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���t�b�h�;�����u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�b�7�;�u�v�7�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�7���"�|�u�Œ�;�t�;�1�h�b�����o�-�t�-�v��
�-�m�7���"�†�r�;�u�0�����‹�u�;�0�b�u�7�v�7���f�†�v�|���|�o���m�-�l�;���-���=�;�‰�:

���=�|�;�u���-�m���;�b�]�_�|���‹�;�-�u���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�7���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|�t�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�-�m�7���r�;�o�r�t�;���=�u�o�l���=�-�u���-�m�7���‰�b�7�;���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u���;�Š�r�;�u�|�b�v�;�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���-�m�7���7�o�t�t�-�u�v�7���‰�;���1�-�m���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹��
�1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�;���|�_�b�v���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�:���$�_�;���7�;�v�b�]�m�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�-�u�h���=�o�u���|�_�b�v���=�o�u�;�v�|���b�v���-��
balance of conservation and recreation.

BEN GILL, NATURE
CONSERVATION CAMPAIGNER
���;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�m�]�����o�0�-�‰�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h��
�b�v���-���l�;�-�m�b�m�]�=�†�t���v�|�;�r���|�_�-�|���v�_�o�‰�v���_�o�‰��
�v�1�b�;�m�1�;�J�0�-�v�;�7���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���1�-�m��
�0�;�1�o�l�;���t�-�v�|�b�m�]���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��
���|�=�v���r�u�o�o�=���|�_�-�|���r�;�u�v�b�v�|�;�m�1�;���‰�o�u�h�v�7���0�†�|��
�-�t�v�o���-���u�;�l�b�m�7�;�u���o�=���_�o�‰���t�o�m�]���o�ˆ�;�u�7�†�;��
�|�_�b�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���b�v�:�����|�=�v���|�-�h�;�m���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹�7���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���-�m�7��
perseverance to get here. 

Protecting Cobaw's forests and granite 
ridges is a victory for nature. These new 
protections safeguard rare wildlife and 
precious bushland, and prove nature 
conservation and regional prosperity can 
go hand in hand.

      Hepburn Conservation Park
�$�_�b�v���r�-�u�h���‰�b�t�t���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���=�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���b�m���|�_�;���_�;�-�u�|���o�=���	�f�-���	�f�-���)�†�u�u�†�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:�����|���‰�b�t�t��
�v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7���r�u�;�1�b�o�†�v���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���_�;�t�r���v�|�u�;�m�]�|�_�;�m���|�_�;���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�=�v��
�u�;�v�b�t�b�;�m�1�;���|�o���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�:��

�)�;���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���1�o�m�v�†�t�|���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���	�f�-���	�f�-���)�†�u�u�†�m�]�����t�-�m�v��
Aboriginal Corporation on the potential granting of Aboriginal title, recognising the deep 
�1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���-�m�7���v�r�b�u�b�|�†�-�t���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�o�m���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v���_�o�t�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�b�v�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:���$�_�b�v���r�-�u�|�m�;�u�v�_�b�r��
offers a chance to care for Country in ways that honour both ecological and cultural values for 
�]�;�m�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�o���1�o�l�;�:

�������
������������

����

����������
�������

����������
��������

����

����

�Ç Superb Lyrebird

�Ç�����u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�b�7�;�u���b�m�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_���G��D STICKNEY �Ç���
�†�m�]�b���b�m�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_

�È�����u�†�v�_�J�|�-�b�t�;�7�����_�-�v�1�o�]�-�t�;���1�-�†�]�_�|���o�m���1�-�l�;�u�-���b�m�����o�0�-�‰

�Ç�����‹�u�;�0�b�u�7���)�-�t�h�7�����b�u�0�o�o�����o�u�|�_�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h���G��PRESERVE OUR FORESTS MIRBOO NORTH

DETAILS

 Dja Dja Wurrung Country

�È 2,714 ha
+

�Ç�����o�0�-�‰�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����-�u�h���G��VNPA�� PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302 ��PARKwatch �‹���	�������������!���‘�•�‘�”���� #302
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A �v���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v�7���‰�;�]�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�|��
�o�†�u���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7���•�•�³���‹�;�-�u���1�-�u�;�;�u�v��

�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:���)�;�]�ˆ�;���|�u�-�1�h�;�7��
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���u�;�l�o�|�;��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�;�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�r�t�-�m�v���‰�b�|�_���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�7���-�m�7���_�;�t�r�;�7��
�7�-�l�-�]�;�7���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v���u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u���o�m�1�;��
�t�o�]�]�b�m�]���-�m�7���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���_�-�ˆ�;���1�;�-�v�;�7�:��

We thought we had seen it all. So we 
were stunned in 2024 when budget 
�1�†�|�v���t�;�7���|�o���-�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���u�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;��
�|�_�-�|���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�-�m�7���l�-�u�h�;�|�b�m�]���|�;�-�l���‰�_�b�t�;���u�;�7�†�1�b�m�]��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���-�m�7���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���v�|�-�=�=�:��

���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���v�|�-�=�=���b�m���|�_�;���u�;�]�b�o�m�v�7��
long under-resourced, were 
�b�m�v�|�u�†�1�|�;�7���|�o���t�b�v�|���-�t�t���‰�o�u�h���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�m�7��
�-�l�o�†�m�|�b�m�]���|�o���-���t�b�v�|���o�=���•�•�•���b�|�;�l�v���b�m���-��
�]�v�1�_�;�7�†�t�;���o�=���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v�]�7���-�m�7���l�-�h�;���1�†�|�v�:��
���m���o�u�7�;�u���|�o���l�;�;�|���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���u�;�7�†�1�;�7��
staff capacities and budgets, they had 
�|�o���1�_�o�o�v�;���‰�_�b�1�_���l�†�v�|���0�;���7�o�m�;�7���7�o��
only if funded externally, or halted. 
���o�m�v�;�t�†�;�m�|�t�‹�7���”�•���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v���‰�;�u�;��
�7�;�=�;�u�u�;�7�7���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;�l���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���m�o�|���u�;�v�o�†�u�1�;�7���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
external funding, including Junior 
�u�-�m�]�;�u���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�:��

Protecting the 
legacy &  
future of 
national parks

across the state. This has resulted in 
�|�_�;���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���o�=���-���‰�o�u�t�7�J�1�t�-�v�v��
�v�‹�v�|�;�l���o�=���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�7���0�-�v�;�7��
on evidence, not politics.

The National Parks Act gave us as 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���|�_�;���|�o�o�t�v���|�o���7�o���o�†�u���f�o�0�v��
properly. This legislation is prescriptive 
with clear objectives, beginning 
with the protection of nature and 
cultural values and concluding with 
�|�_�;���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m��
and education, subject to those 
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���m�o�|���7�;�|�u�b�l�;�m�|�-�t�t�‹���-�=�=�;�1�|�b�m�]��
conservation values. 

The unravelling
VEAC has been largely sidelined by 
�|�_�;���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�:�����v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v��
that were once transparent and 
science-based with broad public input 
�-�u�;���m�o�‰���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�m���0�‹���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�J
appointed panels, influenced by 
�r�o�t�b�|�b�1�-�t���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�|�_���t�b�l�b�|�;�7��
scientific or public input. 

�$�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���_�-�v���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�7���b�|��
�‰�b�t�t���m�o�|���1�u�;�-�|�;���-�m�‹���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
�-�=�|�;�u���|�_�;���|�_�u�;�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v�:���$�_�b�v��
�b�v���-�m���-�r�r�-�t�t�b�m�]���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���r�o�t�b�1�‹���-�|��
�-���|�b�l�;���‰�_�;�m���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�†�v���-�m�7���=�†�|�†�u�;��
�†�v�;�v���o�=���m�;�-�u�t�‹���|�‰�o���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=��
state forests needs to be re-evaluated 
following the end of native forest 
logging. It abandons the world-
�t�;�-�7�b�m�]���t�-�m�7�J�†�v�;���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|���r�u�o�1�;�v�v��
�l�-�b�m�|�-�b�m�;�7���0�‹���v�†�1�1�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v��
for over half a century.

�$�_�;���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�-�u�h�v���v�|�o�u�‹���0�u�;�-�h�v��
our hearts. We've watched the 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���1�u�†�l�0�t�;�:��
�$�_�;���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=���=�b�v�_�;�u�b�;�v���o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v�7��
who educate fishers and enforce 
protections, have been halved and 

two fisheries stations 
closed. Without 
�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|�7��
�l�-�u�b�m�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h�v���-�u�;���f�†�v�|��
�t�b�m�;�v���o�m���l�-�r�v�:

This pattern 
repeats everywhere 
�‰�;���t�o�o�h�:��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���r�t�-�m�v��
we developed 
�‰�b�|�_���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�b�m�r�†�|���-�u�;���b�]�m�o�u�;�7�8��
the contract 
with affected 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v��
�0�u�o�h�;�m�:���$�_�;���v�_�b�=�|��
to landscape-scale 
plans without specific 
infrastructure direction 
has created a void that 
�|�o�†�u�b�v�l���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�v���=�b�t�t���‰�b�|�_��
their own agendas.

�)�;���v�;�;���-���=�†�m�7�-�l�;�m�|�-�t���l�b�v�†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7-
�b�m�]���o�=���K���o�u���7�;�t�b�0�;�u�-�|�;���7�b�v�u�;�]�-�u�7���=�o�u��
�K���|�_�;��National Parks Act's objectives 
�-�v���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v��
decision to no longer fund day-to-
�7�-�‹���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���-�m�7���|�o��
�u�;�t�‹���o�m���v�_�o�u�|�J�|�;�u�l���;�Š�|�;�u�m�-�t���]�u�-�m�|�v�:��
Not surprisingly, external funders are 
unwilling to underwrite the costs for 
�‰�_�-�|���v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���0�-�v�b�1��
�t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�0�t�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�v�:��

�)�;���_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�7���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u���b�l�r�-�1�|�v��
while balancing recreation with 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7���7�;�-�t�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
�u�;�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���=�u�o�l���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;�v�7���=�t�o�o�7�v�7���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�=���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���-�m�7���t�o�]�]�b�m�]�:��
Alpine peatlands and reintroduced 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�����u�†�v�_�J�|�-�b�t�;�7��
�!�o�1�h�J�‰�-�t�t�-�0�‹�7���m�;�;�7���o�m�]�o�b�m�]���;�Š�r�;�u�|�b�v�;�:��
���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���=�-�1�;�v���r�;�u�v�b�v�|�;�m�|��
funding shortages, restructuring, 
and staff transfers, including fire and 
�;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���u�o�t�;�v���l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�o���	����������
in 2023 and proposed staff transfer 
�|�o���|�_�;�����u�;�-�|�����1�;�-�m���!�o�-�7�����o�-�v�|���-�m�7��
���-�u�h�v�����†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���b�m���‘�•�‘�u�:���$�_�b�v���=�†�u�|�_�;�u��
�u�;�7�†�1�;�v���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���1�-�r�-�1�b�|�‹���-�m�7��
expertise, eroding the professional 
foundation supporting our protected 
�-�u�;�-���v�‹�v�|�;�l�:

Why we're speaking 
out
�)�;�]�u�;���v�r�;�-�h�b�m�]���o�†�|���=�o�u��

�r�-�u�h�v�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v��
they serve, and for future 

generations who deserve to 
�;�m�f�o�‹���|�_�;�l�:���)�;���m�;�;�7���|�o���7�o��

three things urgently. 

�
�b�u�v�|�7���|�o���-�t�;�u�|���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�|�_�-�|���r�-�u�h�v���m�;�;�7���_�;�t�r�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;��
�;�Š�1�;�t�t�;�m�|���‰�o�u�h���t�†�-�m�|�b�=�‹�b�m�]��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t�7���v�o�1�b�-�t�7���-�m�7��

�;�1�o�m�o�l�b�1���0�;�m�;�=�b�|�v�7���|�_�b�v���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;��
hasn't translated into sustainable 

funding.

Second, to convince politicians 
�-�0�o�†�|���‰�_�-�|���r�-�u�h�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�9���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m��
for nature, wellbeing benefits for 
�r�;�o�r�t�;�7���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���;�1�o�v�‹�v�|�;�l��
�v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v���t�b�h�;���‰�-�|�;�u���1�-�|�1�_�l�;�m�|�v�7���=�t�o�o�7��
�l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�7���=�b�v�_���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7��
carbon storage.

�$�_�b�u�7�7���|�o���v�;�;�h���-���0�;�|�|�;�u���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�l�o�7�;�t���=�o�u���o�†�u���r�-�u�h�v�:�����u�;�����-�u�h�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�b�t�b�|�b�;�v��
�K���v�r�-�m�m�b�m�]���=�u�o�l�����t�0�;�u�|�����-�u�h���|�o��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���K���|�o�o���0�u�o�-�7�5���)�o�†�t�7���-��
�l�o�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�J�=�o�1�†�v�;�7���;�m�|�b�|�‹���t�b�h�;��
���"�)�=�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v���-�m�7���)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�"�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���o�u���-���=�;�7�;�u�-�t���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
agency, such as those in Canada and 
the United States, better serve our 
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�5

We've dedicated our careers to 
�0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���v�|�u�;�m�]�|�_�;�m�b�m�]���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�v�‹�v�|�;�l���o�=���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:�����o�‰���‰�;�]�u�;��
�v�o�†�m�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���-�t�-�u�l�:�����|�=�v���|�b�l�;���‰�;���-�1�|��
�|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u���r�-�u�h�v�: 

Adapted from a presentation by Felicity 
Brooke to the VNPA AGM, 21 Oct 2025.

Felicity Brooke, VPAC President, 
was a parks planner, ranger, and 
regional coordinator of interpretation 
information and education, 1987-2024. 

Charlie Pascoe, VPAC Vice-President 
and VNPA Councillor, was a park and 
biodiversity planner and manager 
across Victoria, 1988-2024. 

victorianprotectedareascouncil.org 

�(�����$���!�����������!���$�����$���	�����!�����"�������&���������]�"��
�
�����������$�+�����!�����������_���������!�������������"������ ��������
�)���+���(�����$���!�����]�"�������!���"���������	�����&�!����������

Nations People, reshaping nature 
conservation and protected area 
�=�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�v���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:

�$�_�;���v�|�o�u�‹���o�=���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���0�;�]�b�m�v���b�m��
�•�v�–�‘���‰�b�|�_���$�o�‰�;�u�����b�t�t�7���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v���=�b�u�v�|��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�:�����‹���•�–�u�•�7���7�;�]�u�-�7�;�7���0�‹��
�]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]�7���u�;�v�o�†�u�1�;���;�Š�|�u�-�1�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���r�;�v�|��
invasion, it had been downgraded to a 
state wildlife reserve. 

�)�b�t�t���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���=�-�|�;���0�;�=�-�t�t���o�†�u��
�l�o�u�;���u�;�1�;�m�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�5���$�_�;��
�]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���b�v���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]�t�‹���;�Š�r�;�1�|�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�l���|�o���=�o�1�†�v���o�m���|�o�†�u�b�v�l���-�m�7���1�-�|�;�u���=�o�u��
�b�m�1�o�l�r�-�|�b�0�t�;���o�u���7�-�l�-�]�b�m�]���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���P�v�†�1�_���-�v���7�;�;�u���_�†�m�|�b�m�]��
�-�m�7���]�o�t�7���r�u�o�v�r�;�1�|�b�m�]�Q�7���-�t�t���‰�_�b�t�v�|��
�7�;�=�†�m�7�b�m�]���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t���-�m�7���o�=�|�;�m���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�:

�$�_�;���l�o�7�;�u�m���;�u�-���o�=���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v��
in Victoria really began with saving 
�|�_�;�����b�|�|�t�;���	�;�v�;�u�|���=�u�o�l���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|��
�b�m���|�_�;���•�–�u�•�v�:���$�_�b�v���ˆ�b�1�|�o�u�‹���t�;�7���|�o��
�|�_�;���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;�����-�m�7��
���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�����o�†�m�1�b�t���b�m���•�–�•�•�7��
�m�o�‰���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
���v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�����o�†�m�1�b�t���P�(�������Q�7���‰�_�b�1�_��
�†�m�7�;�u�|�o�o�h���v�‹�v�|�;�l�-�|�b�1���b�m�ˆ�;�v�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�v��
of Victorian public land, incorporating 
scientific evidence and extensive 
public consultation. It developed 
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v���|�o���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
for appropriate uses of public land 

In this 50th anniversary year of the 
National Parks Act, we couldn't just 
�‰�-�t�h���-�‰�-�‹�:���!�;�|�b�u�;�7���-�m�7���=�o�u�l�;�u���v�|�-�=�=�7��
with deep and extensive experience 
�b�m���r�-�u�h���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���-�1�1�†�l�†�t�-�|�;�7��
�o�ˆ�;�u���7�;�1�-�7�;�v�7���=�o�u�l�;�7���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
���u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7�����u�;�-�v�����o�†�m�1�b�t���P�(�������Q�:��

VPAC is a professional association 
�=�o�u���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���-�m�7���=�o�u�l�;�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7��
�-�u�;�-���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���|�_�-�|���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;�v���=�o�u��
the critical role of protected areas in 
conserving natural and cultural values 
and visitor experiences, supports 
�|�_�;���r�u�o�=�;�v�v�b�o�m�-�t���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���o�=��
current staff and facilitates ongoing 
contributions to protected area 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���0�‹���=�o�u�l�;�u���v�|�-�=�=�:

The parks we love
���†�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7��
areas are living cultural landscapes, 
�1�-�u�;�7���=�o�u���0�‹���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v���=�o�u��
�|�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v���o�=���‹�;�-�u�v�:���$�_�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���v�‹�v�|�;�l��
we have today was built through 
passion, dedication and visionary policy 
but unfortunately not in consultation 
�‰�b�|�_���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v�����;�o�r�t�;�:���$�u�;�-�|�‹���‰�b�t�t��
introduce new approaches to land 
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���b�m�r�†�|���o�=���
�b�u�v�|��

�Å���!�;�7�J�|�-�b�t�;�7�����t�-�1�h��
���o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v���G��GABY/FLICKR

�Å�����;�l�o�m�J�v�1�;�m�|�;�7���"�†�m�����u�1�_�b�7���G��
MEGHAN LINDSAY

�È���$�‰�;�t�ˆ�;�����r�o�v�|�t�;�v�7�����o�u�|�����-�l�r�0�;�t�t�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7���$�‰�;�t�ˆ�;�����r�o�v�|�t�;�v��
���-�u�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7�����-�v�|�;�u�m�����-�-�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��PAUL CLIFTON

We're speaking out for We're speaking out for 
parks, for the communities parks, for the communities 
they serve, and for future they serve, and for future 

generations who deserve to generations who deserve to 
enjoy them.enjoy them.
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�� �†�u���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;���|�_�;���ˆ�b�1�|�b�l�v���o�=��
�r�o�o�u���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7���b�m�-�7�;�t�†�-�|�;��

�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���v�‹�v�|�;�l�b�1���=�-�b�t�†�u�;�v��
�-�1�u�o�v�v���l�†�t�|�b�r�t�;���t�;�ˆ�;�t�v���o�=���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
and industry. With only 0.5% of 
�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
Yarra River/Birrarung to Portland, 
�;�ˆ�;�u�‹���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�7���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v���-��
step toward ecological collapse. 

Death by a thousand cuts 
�!�;�1�;�m�|���b�m�1�b�7�;�m�|�v���r�-�b�m�|���-���v�|�-�u�h���r�b�1�|�†�u�;��
�o�=���o�m�]�o�b�m�]���7�-�l�-�]�;�:�����m�����-�‹�7�����o�‹�m�;��
�"�_�b�u�;���1�t�;�-�u�;�7���’�:�”���h�l���o�=���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
grassland along Castle Carey Road, a 
�1�u�b�l�;���-�]�-�b�m�v�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���|�_�-�|���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|�v��
�|�_�;���0�u�o�-�7�;�u���1�u�b�v�b�v�:�����†�v�|���‰�;�;�h�v���;�-�u�t�b�;�u�7��
Powercor faced responsibility for 32 
�v�;�r�-�u�-�|�;���b�m�v�|�-�m�1�;�v���o�=���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���7�-�l�-�]�;�:����

���-�v�|���‹�;�-�u���-�t�o�m�;�7���•�•���h�l���o�=���|�_�;��
�)�b�l�l�;�u�-�]�v���=�b�m�;�v�|���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7��
was cropped for wheat in what can 
only be described as industrial-scale 
habitat destruction. 

This destruction continues through 
�v�|�o�1�h���7�-�l�-�]�;�7���†�m�-�†�|�_�o�u�b�v�;�7���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]�7��
�-�m�7���1�o�†�m�|�t�;�v�v���v�l�-�t�t�;�u���b�m�1�b�7�;�m�|�v���|�_�-�|��
collectively represent death by a 
thousand cuts for these irreplaceable 
habitats. 

Roadside grassland conservation 
�;�Š�b�v�|�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m���-���‰�;�0���o�=���1�o�l�r�;�|�b�m�]��
�r�u�b�o�u�b�|�b�;�v���-�m�7���t�;�]�b�|�b�l�-�|�;���b�m�=�u�-�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;��
�m�;�;�7�v�:���!�o�-�7�v���u�;�t�†�b�u�;���l�-�b�m�|�;�m�-�m�1�;�7��
�†�|�b�t�b�|�‹���1�o�l�r�-�m�b�;�v���l�†�v�|���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���|�_�;�b�u��
�-�v�v�;�|�v�7���|�_�;�����
�����m�;�;�7���=�b�u�;�0�u�;�-�h�v�7��

�-�m�7���;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���ˆ�;�_�b�1�t�;���-�1�1�;�v�v���1�-�m�]�|��
�0�;���1�o�l�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7�:���)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���v�|�u�b�h�;��
�r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���=�b�u�;���u�b�v�h���u�;�7�†�1�|�b�o�m���-�7�7��
�-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;�v�:��

�$�_�;���h�;�‹���t�b�;�v���m�o�|���b�m���;�t�b�l�b�m�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�;�v�;��
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���0�†�|���b�m���l�-�h�b�m�]���v�†�u�;���-�t�t��
�v�|�-�h�;�_�o�t�7�;�u�v���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7���|�_�;�b�u���u�o�t�;�v�7��
responsibilities, and the conservation 
�ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���-�|���v�|�-�h�;�:��

Problem of recognition 
�����=�†�m�7�-�l�;�m�|�-�t���1�_�-�t�t�;�m�]�;���t�b�;�v���b�m��
grassland identification. In Winter, 
after burning, or in wet conditions 
�7�o�l�b�m�-�|�;�7���0�‹���r�-�v�|�†�u�;���]�u�-�v�v�;�v�7��
valuable native grasslands can be 
difficult to detect by the untrained 
�;�‹�;�:���$�_�b�v���b�m�ˆ�b�v�b�0�b�t�b�|�‹�7���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
�-�0�v�;�m�|���o�u���b�m�-�7�;�t�†�-�|�;���v�b�]�m�-�]�;�7���1�u�;�-�|�;�v��
�-���7�-�m�]�;�u�o�†�v���-�v�v�†�l�r�|�b�o�m���|�_�-�|���m�o�|�_�b�m�]��
of value is present. 

���o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���0�u�;�-�h�7�o�‰�m�v��
�1�o�l�r�o�†�m�7���|�_�;���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�:�����o�†�m�1�b�t��
�0�b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=�=�b�1�;�u�v���l�-�‹���h�m�o�‰��
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���;�Š�b�v�|�v�7���0�†�|���|�_�b�v���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�v���v�b�t�o�;�7���†�m�t�;�v�v���v�‹�v�|�;�l�-�|�b�1��
�1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�|�b�o�m���o�1�1�†�u�v�:�����ˆ�;�u�‹���‰�o�u�h�;�u��
operating near potential grassland 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���-�0�o�†�|��
identification and clear protocols for 
�v�;�;�h�b�m�]���;�Š�r�;�u�|���-�v�v�b�v�|�-�m�1�;���‰�_�;�m���b�m��
doubt. 

The insidious nature of grassland 
�7�-�l�-�]�;���l�-�h�;�v���l�-�|�|�;�u�v���‰�o�u�v�;�:���(�;�_�b�1�t�;��
�|�u�-�1�h�v���l�-�‹���-�r�r�;�-�u���l�b�m�o�u���0�†�|���1�u�;�-�|�;��
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���v�o�b�t���1�o�l�r�-�1�|�b�o�m�7��

Roadside 
grasslands 
getting smashed
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�r�t�-�m�|���l�o�u�|�-�t�b�|�‹�7���-�m�7���‰�;�;�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�o�m��
pathways. 

With state and federal funding, the 
���b�m�;�-�u���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�����u�o�f�;�1�|���_�-�v���l�-�7�;��
significant progress in surveying 
roadside conservation values, and 
�l�-�h�b�m�]���1�u�†�1�b�-�t���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���r�†�0�t�b�1�t�‹��
accessible through the VVP Linear 
Reserves Planning Portal. However, 
�v�†�0�v�|�-�m�|�b�-�t���]�;�o�]�u�-�r�_�b�1���]�-�r�v���u�;�l�-�b�m�7��
�u�-�r�b�7���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���o�m�t�‹��
general guidance rather than definitive 
conservation status, and data 
�1�;�m�|�u�-�t�b�v�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���o�m�]�o�b�m�]���‰�o�u�h��
and funding. 

���o�l�r�u�;�_�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;���l�-�r�r�b�m�]���o�=���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
conservation values is essential for 
effective protection strategies. 

More carrots, more sticks
���†�u�u�;�m�|���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���l�;�1�_�-�m�b�v�l�v��
�-�u�;���7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�0�t�‹���b�m�-�7�;�t�†�-�|�;�:��
���o�1�-�t���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v���t�-�1�h���v�†�=�=�b�1�b�;�m�|��
resourcing to fulfil their responsibilities 
effectively. 

���;�u�_�-�r�v���l�o�v�|���1�o�m�1�;�u�m�b�m�]���b�v���|�_�;��
�‰�b�7�;�v�r�u�;�-�7���7�b�v�u�;�]�-�u�7���=�o�u���v�l�-�t�t�;�u��
�o�=�=�;�m�1�;�v�7���7�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;�b�u���1�†�l�†�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�:���$�_�;���u�;�v�†�t�|�b�m�]���7�;�v�r�-�b�u���-�l�o�m�]��
conservationists, who increasingly 
�-�0�-�m�7�o�m���u�;�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���l�b�m�o�u���b�m�1�b�7�;�m�|�v�7��
�v�b�]�m�-�t�v���v�‹�v�|�;�l���=�-�b�t�†�u�;�:��

�"�|�-�|�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���l�†�v�|���-�v�v�†�l�;��
greater responsibility for these 
�v�|�-�|�;�‰�b�7�;���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�v�:�����7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m��
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���u�;�t�†�b�u�;���;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m�7���-�m�7��
structural organisational changes are 
necessary to prevent institutional 
�l�;�l�o�u�‹���t�o�v�v���|�_�-�|���r�;�u�r�;�|�†�-�|�;�v��
destructive practices. 

�$�_�;���1�†�u�u�;�m�|���v�‹�v�|�;�l���u�;�t�b�;�v���|�o�o���_�;�-�ˆ�b�t�‹��
�o�m���r�†�m�b�v�_�l�;�m�|���‰�_�b�t�;���b�]�m�o�u�b�m�]���r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;��
incentives. Landholders who protect 
adjacent roadsides deserve recognition 
�-�m�7���u�;�‰�-�u�7�v�:�����o�†�m�1�b�t�v���7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�|�b�m�]��
�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�7���1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;���v�_�o�†�t�7���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;��
�b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���=�†�m�7�b�m�]�:�����o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t��
contracts should favour organisations 
�‰�b�|�_���-���7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�|�;�7���-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���]�o�o�7���|�u�-�1�h���u�;�1�o�u�7�:��

�$�_�;�v�;���<�1�-�u�u�o�|�v�=���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|���†�m�|�-�r�r�;�7��
potential for voluntary conservation 
�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v�:��

The grazing dilemma 
�!�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���u�;�]�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v��
particular challenges. When conducted 
�u�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�t�‹�7���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���o�=���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;��
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���1�-�m���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���l�†�|�†�-�t���0�;�m�;�=�b�|�v��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���=�b�u�;���u�b�v�h���u�;�7�†�1�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���v�|�o�1�h��
feed provision, particularly where 

native grassland is absent or can 
�|�o�t�;�u�-�|�;���1�-�u�;�=�†�t���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�:��

���o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���;�Š�1�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;���v�|�o�1�h�b�m�]��
�u�-�|�;�v���-�m�7���v�|�o�1�h���-�1�1�;�v�v���|�o���t�†�-�t�b�|�‹��
grasslands during Spring, in wet 
conditions or for extended periods 
�1�-�†�v�;�v���r�;�u�l�-�m�;�m�|���7�-�l�-�]�;�:���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t��
�1�†�l�†�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���1�-�m���0�;���v�;�ˆ�;�u�;�:��

���;�u�l�b�|�v���v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;���l�-�m�7�-�|�o�u�‹���=�o�u��
�-�t�t���u�o�-�7�v�b�7�;���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]�7���‰�b�|�_���1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v��
reflecting the nuanced relationship 
�0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���-�m�7���0�;�m�;�=�b�|�v�:��
���;�u�l�b�|���1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���1�o�m�v�b�v�|�;�m�|��
�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|�:���)�_�b�t�;���7�u�o�†�]�_�|��
�1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���=�-�u�l�;�u���_�-�u�7�v�_�b�r��
�7�;�l�-�m�7���1�o�l�r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�-�|�b�o�m�7��
precious grasslands cannot be 
sacrificed when alternatives exist. 

���Š�r�-�m�7�;�7���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���l�†�v�|��
�u�;�-�1�_���=�-�u�l�;�u�v���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���|�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t��
���-�m�7�1�-�u�;���m�;�|�‰�o�u�h�v�7���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���l�-�f�o�u���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�t�b�h�;���)�o�o�t�����m�7�†�v�|�u�b�;�v�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:��

Restoration is non-negotiable 
���ˆ�;�u�‹���b�m�v�|�-�m�1�;���o�=���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���7�-�l�-�]�;��
�v�_�o�†�t�7���|�u�b�]�]�;�u���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�l�;�m�|�v���=�o�u��
high-standard restoration involving 
seed-based, high diversity plantings 
�‰�b�|�_���l�†�t�|�b�J�‹�;�-�u���‰�;�;�7���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���-�m�7��
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���r�u�o�|�o�1�o�t�v�:�����†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹�7��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���v�;�;�7���v�_�o�u�|�-�]�;�v���_�-�l�r�;�u���t�†�-�t�b�|�‹��
restoration efforts. 

���b�m�h�b�m�]���7�-�l�-�]�;���b�m�1�b�7�;�m�|�v���|�o��
�u�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|��
�1�o�†�t�7���]�;�m�;�u�-�|�;���v�†�0�v�|�-�m�|�b�-�t���;�1�o�m�o�l�b�1��
and ecological benefits. Seed-based 
�u�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v���-�m���;�l�;�u�]�b�m�]��
�u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���;�1�o�m�o�l�‹���‰�_�o�v�;���|�b�l�;���_�-�v��
�1�o�l�;�:��

We need a Grassland Czar 
Statewide coordination is essential 
to address behaviours destroying 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���o�m���|�_�;���0�u�b�m�h���o�=���;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m�:��
Business as usual has failed. Effective 
�-�1�|�b�o�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���-�m���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m��
�‰�b�|�_���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|���-�†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���-�m�7��
educational capacity capable 
of delivering real on-ground 

�b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v�:���$�_�b�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�v���r�u�o�-�1�|�b�ˆ�;��
�r�o�t�b�1�‹���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�7���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1��
regulation, and regional solutions 
�;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:��

�$�_�;�����=�=�b�1�;���o�=���|�_�;�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�!�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u���P�����!�Q���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v���-�m���o�0�ˆ�b�o�†�v��
candidate to lead this effort, but 
�u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t���u�;�v�o�†�u�1�;�v���-�m�7��
potentially enhanced powers. The 
�<�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�-�0�t�;���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]�=���b�l�r�o�v�;�7���o�m��
���o�‰�;�u�1�o�u���0�‹���|�_�;�������!���7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�|�;�v��
�o�m�;���;�t�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���b�m�|�;�u�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m�7��
�0�†�|���1�o�l�r�u�;�_�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;���1�_�-�m�]�;���7�;�l�-�m�7�v��
�7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���|�;�-�l�v���=�o�1�†�v�;�7���o�m���|�_�;��
broader challenge and substantial 
�u�;�v�o�†�u�1�;���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v�:��

Roadside grassland conservation 
�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�v���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]��
nature — it's about safeguarding the 
�t�-�v�|���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�v���o�=���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���|�_�-�|���o�m�1�;��
defined our landscape. With only 0.5% 
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]�7���‰�;���1�-�m�]�|���-�=�=�o�u�7���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�7��
destruction through preventable 
�7�-�l�-�]�;�7���b�m�-�7�;�t�†�-�|�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7���-�m�7��
�v�‹�v�|�;�l�b�1���=�-�b�t�†�u�;�v�:��

�$�_�;���v�o�t�†�|�b�o�m���u�;�t�†�b�u�;�v���1�o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�;�7��
�-�1�|�b�o�m���-�1�u�o�v�v���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�7���b�m�7�†�v�|�u�‹�7��
�-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:���)�;���m�;�;�7���0�;�|�|�;�u��
�;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m�7���v�|�u�o�m�]�;�u���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�l�;�m�|�7��
�r�o�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���b�m�1�;�m�|�b�ˆ�;�v�7���1�o�l�r�u�;�_�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;��
�l�-�r�r�b�m�]�7���-�m�7���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r�:��
���o�v�|���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�t�‹�7���‰�;���m�;�;�7���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�|�b�o�m��
that these grasslands represent 
irreplaceable natural heritage 
�7�;�v�;�u�ˆ�b�m�]���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���;�t�†�-�t���|�o���-�m�‹��
other critical infrastructure. 

�$�_�;���t�†�;�v�|�b�o�m���b�v���m�o�|���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���‰�;���1�-�m��
afford to act, but whether we can 
�-�=�=�o�u�7���m�o�|���|�o�:�����†�u���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�u�;��
counting on us to get this right. 

grassyplains.net.au

�Å Roadside grassland clearing on Castle Carey Rd, 
�m�;�-�u�����o�u�|�t�-�h�;�7�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�”���G��ADRIAN MARSHALL

�Å �� �È���$�_�;���t�†�-�t�b�|�‹���-�m�7���;�Š�|�;�m�|���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
vegetation can be difficult to see in 
this grassland in western Victoria in 
���r�u�b�t���P�t�;�=�|�Q���-�=�|�;�u���-���0�†�u�m���1�o�l�r�-�u�;�7���|�o��
�	�;�1�;�l�0�;�u���P�0�;�t�o�‰�Q���b�m���=�†�t�t���=�t�o�u�-�t���=�t�†�v�_���G��
BEN ZEEMAN

�����!���]�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�-�0�t�;��
�†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]�]

E�-�u�t�b�;�u���|�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�7���|�_�;�����=�=�b�1�;��
�o�=���|�_�;�a���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��

�!�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u�a�P�����!�Q���_�b�|�����o�‰�;�u�1�o�u��
�‰�b�|�_���-���t�;�]�-�t�t�‹���0�b�m�7�b�m�]�a�<�;�m�=�o�u�1�;�-�0�t�;��
�†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]�=�a�=�o�u���7�-�l�-�]�;���-�1�u�o�v�v��
32 locations in western Victoria, 
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;�����-�l�b�t�|�o�m�7�����;�m�|�‹��
and Glenelg highways. 

�$�_�;���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�-�0�t�;���†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�b�m�]��
�l�-�m�7�-�|�;�v���u�;�l�;�7�b�-�|�b�o�m���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�v�;�;�7�b�m�]�7���‰�;�;�7���1�o�m�|�u�o�t�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]��
and reporting, internal education, 
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���1�o�l�r�t�b�-�m�1�;��
�u�;�r�o�u�|�b�m�]�7���-�7�f�†�v�|�b�m�]���‰�o�u�h�v���|�o���-�ˆ�o�b�7��
�‰�;�|���‰�;�-�|�_�;�u���7�-�l�-�]�;�7���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�7��
�b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���v�h�b�t�t�v�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=��
threatened wildlife and habitat, 
and increased auditing. 
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�
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T he 2025 Victorian Weeds 
Conference in Hepburn Springs 

�‰�-�v���f�-�l���r�-�1�h�;�7���‰�b�|�_���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�u�-�m�]�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���b�m�v�r�b�u�b�m�]���|�o���7�-�†�m�|�b�m�]�:��

���m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�b�m���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|�v���‰�-�v���_�;�-�u�b�m�]��
�-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���v�|�o�u�‹���o�=�����†�1�h�u�-�0�-�m�‹�†�t�;�:��
���1�t�†�b�u�;�7���0�‹�����†�v�_�����;�u�b�|�-�]�;���b�m���‘�•�‘�•�7��
�|�_�b�v���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���•�v���h�l���;�-�v�|���o�=�����_�-�u�t�|�o�m���b�v��
�o�=���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���ˆ�-�t�†�;���|�o���|�_�;���	�f�-��
�	�f�-���)�†�u�u�†�m�]���r�;�o�r�t�;�:���"�_�-�m�-�����;�u�;�m�0�;�u�]��
�-�m�7�����-�l�0�b�����;�;�v���=�u�o�l���	�f�-���	�f�-��
Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation 
�P�	�������!���Q���v�_�-�u�;�7���|�_�;���0�;�]�b�m�m�b�m�]���o�=��
�-���m�;�‰���1�_�-�r�|�;�u���=�o�u�����†�1�h�u�-�0�-�m�‹�†�t�;�7��
a landscape plagued with invasive 
Wheel Cactus (Opuntia robusta). 
�$�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;�b�u���1�o�J�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7��
�;�Š�r�;�u�b�l�;�m�|�-�t���‰�;�;�7���|�u�;�-�|�l�;�m�|�v���-�m�7��
intensive survey efforts, Bush Heritage 
�-�m�7���	�������!�����_�-�ˆ�;���l�-�7�;���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|��
headway in protecting and restoring 
the cultural values and habitats of 
���†�1�h�u�-�0�-�m�‹�†�t�;�:��

It was also exciting hearing about 
�|�_�;���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���0�;�b�m�]���t�;�7���0�‹�����t�-�1�h�‰�o�o�7��
�-�m�7�����-�u�u�‹�=�v���!�;�;�=�����-�m�7�1�-�u�;�����u�o�†�r���b�m��
�1�o�t�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���‰�b�|�_���)�o�l�0�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�1�-�u�;�:��
Their crusade against English Holly 
(Ilex aquifolium)���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�o�m���b�m�|�o���)�o�l�0�-�|��
�
�o�u�;�v�|���_�-�v���u�-�t�t�b�;�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7��
�v�;�|���|�_�;�l���|�o���‰�o�u�h�7���|�u�b�-�t�t�b�m�]���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|��
�|�u�;�-�|�l�;�m�|�v�:�����|���‰�-�v���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�b�m�]���_�;�-�u�b�m�]��
how English Holly not being a declared 
noxious weed in Victoria has been a 

barrier to accessing funding for their 
project. This is despite the invasion of 
�_�o�t�t�‹���0�;�b�m�]���-���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���|�_�u�;�-�|���|�o���l�-�m�‹��
of the forests in the central west. 

�"�-�=�b�=�v���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���=�o�u���0�b�o�1�o�m�|�u�o�t���‰�-�v���‰�;�t�t��
�1�-�|�;�u�;�7���=�o�u���‰�b�|�_�����]�u�b�1�†�t�|�†�u�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���7�b�v�r�t�-�‹���0�o�o�|�_�:���	�u��
Raelene Kwong told us about the 
ebbs, flows and future directions 
of biocontrol in Victoria. There was 
�|�-�t�h���o�=���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���|�o���-�v�v�;�v�v���b�=���]�;�m�;�|�b�1��
diversity within gorse populations is 
�u�;�7�†�1�b�m�]���|�_�;���;�=�=�b�1�-�1�‹���o�=���0�b�o�1�o�m�|�u�o�t�;��
�v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���‰�;���_�o�r�;���|�o���_�;�-�u���l�o�u�;��
about in the future.

���b�t�‹���;�m�f�o�‹�;�7���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�o�m���|�_�u�;�-�7���|�_�;��
talented MC, Millie Ross of Gardening 
Australia�7���‰�o�ˆ�;�:�����t�|�_�o�†�]�_���‰�;���l�-�‹���0�;��
�o�ˆ�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���|�_�u�;�-�|���‰�;�;�7�v��
�r�o�v�;���|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;�7���|�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���v�o���l�-�m�‹��
passionate and talented people 
leading the charge at every level. 
�)�_�;�|�_�;�u���b�|�=�v���|�_�o�v�;���‰�_�o���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;���|�_�;�b�u��
career to developing weed control 

���-�l�b�t�|�o�m���
�b�;�t�7�����-�|�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�r�r��

H �-�l�b�t�|�o�m���
�b�;�t�7�����-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|�v�����t�†�0���_�-�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7���-���=�u�;�;���-�r�r���1�o�ˆ�;�u�b�m�]��
�–�u���-�u�;�-�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m���-�m���;�-�v�‹���7�u�b�ˆ�;���o�=�����-�l�b�t�|�o�m���b�m���v�o�†�|�_�J�‰�;�v�|�;�u�m��

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:���$�_�;���-�r�r���b�v���0�-�v�;�7���o�m���|�_�;���v�;�1�o�m�7���;�7�b�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���0�o�o�h���o�=���|�_�;��
�v�-�l�;���m�-�l�;�:�����|���1�o�ˆ�;�u�v�����†�m�7�b�|�f�l�-�u�-���-�m�7�����-�v�|�;�u�m�����-�-�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�$�_�;���-�u�;�-�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���†�m�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v��
�-�m�7���v�l�-�t�t���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:�����-�1�_���v�b�|�;���b�v���l�-�r�r�;�7���-�m�7���7�;�|�-�b�t�v���|�_�;���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�7���t�-�m�7�=�o�u�l�7��
geology, history and wildlife.

�$�_�;���-�r�r���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�v���-�m���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�|�b�o�m���|�o���|�_�;���7�b�v�|�u�b�1�|�7���]�†�b�7�;�v���|�o���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�1�-�l�r�b�m�]�7���t�b�m�h�v���|�o���u�;�t�;�ˆ�-�m�|���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���-�m�7���t�b�v�|�v���o�=���o�=���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;��
species.

The app is currently only available for Mac products. To get it, go to the App Store 
�-�m�7���v�;�-�u�1�_���=�o�u���]���-�l�b�t�|�o�m�����-�|�†�u�;�����†�b�7�;�]�:��

�l�;�|�_�o�7�v�7���o�u���v�o�l�;�o�m�;���‰�_�o���r�†�t�t�v���|�_�;��
heads off their agapanthus, every 
�;�=�=�o�u�|���1�o�†�m�|�v�4

�)�;�=�7���t�b�h�;���|�o���|�_�-�m�h���|�_�;���)�;�;�7���"�o�1�b�;�|�‹��
of Victoria and presenters for donating 
�|�_�;�b�u���|�b�l�;���-�m�7���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;��
�-�m�7���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���†�m�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�7�t�‹�:���)�;�=�7���-�t�v�o��
�t�b�h�;���|�o���|�_�-�m�h���(���������=�o�u���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹��
�|�o���-�|�|�;�m�7���|�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�=�v���1�o�m�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�:����

Maggie Logan

��� ��������������������������������

Having a party during the holiday period? Cleaning up 
discarded containers in your neighbourhood or in nature? 
Send your container deposit refund to VNPA! Every eligible 
drink container will earn 10 cents towards VNPA’s work.

Simply scan or show this barcode 
or enter our donation partner ID

Info at vnpa.org.au/container-deposit-scheme-for-nature C200 000 8806

�Ç Caption | CREDIT

Unwanted Visitors  with Feral Beryl

�Ç ���o�t�t�‹���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���0�;�u�u�b�;�v���G��REINER RICHTER

�Ç ���o�t�t�‹���|�u�;�;���G��REINER RICHTER

Why is it unwanted? 
Holly has invaded the eastern half of Victoria. It can 
�=�o�u�l���7�;�m�v�;���v�|�-�m�7�v�7���1�u�o�‰�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���v�_�-�7�b�m�]���o�†�|���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
plants and destroying habitats for wildlife. 

How do we evict this overstaying guest? 
�"�l�-�t�t���v�;�;�7�t�b�m�]�v���1�-�m���0�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���0�‹���_�-�m�7���0�†�|���0�;��
sure to get all the roots. Cut and paint or drill and fill 
�_�;�u�0�b�1�b�7�;���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���l�;�|�_�o�7�v���-�u�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u���‹�o�†�m�]���-�m�7��
large plants.  

���=���‹�o�†�]�u�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���b�|���=�u�o�l���7�-�l�r���-�u�;�-�v�7���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���‹�o�†��
don't leave any part of the plant touching the ground. 
���=���t�;�=�|���o�m���7�-�l�r���v�o�b�t�7���v�l�-�t�t���0�u�-�m�1�_�;�v���-�m�7���|�u�†�m�h�v���o�=��
�|�_�b�v���r�;�v�h�‹���r�t�-�m�|���1�-�m���v�r�u�o�†�|���u�o�o�|�v���-�m�7���h�;�;�r���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]�:��
���;���-�‰�-�u�;���‰�_�;�m���†�v�b�m�]���|�_�;���7�u�b�t�t���-�m�7���=�b�t�t���l�;�|�_�o�7���|�_�;��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���7�;�-�7���|�u�;�;���l�-�‹���m�;�;�7���|�o���0�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���=�o�u��
safety reasons. 

English Holly 
Ilex aquifolium

W �_�b�t�;���-���=�-�l�b�t�b�-�u���v�b�]�_�|���-�v���-���|�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����_�u�b�v�|�l�-�v��
decoration, this weed is definitely on the 

�m�-�†�]�_�|�‹���t�b�v�|�:�����|�]�v���-���v�l�-�t�t���|�u�;�;�7���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���|�o���-�0�o�†�|��
�•�•���l�;�|�u�;�v�7���‰�b�|�_���]�t�o�v�v�‹���7�-�u�h���]�u�;�;�m�7���v�r�b�h�‹���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v�:�����|��
produces loads of bright red berries, but don't let that 
�t�o�ˆ�;�t�‹���1�o�t�o�†�u���t�†�u�;���‹�o�†���b�m�7���|�_�;�‹�]�u�;���r�o�b�v�o�m�o�†�v�4

Who invited them? 
Holly is native to western and southern Europe, 
�‰�;�v�|�;�u�m�����v�b�-���-�m�7���m�o�u�|�_�;�u�m�����=�u�b�1�-�:�����|�=�v���0�;�;�m���‰�b�7�;�t�‹��
�1�†�t�|�b�ˆ�-�|�;�7���-�v���-�m���o�u�m�-�l�;�m�|�-�t���]�-�u�7�;�m���r�t�-�m�|���b�m���1�o�o�t�;�u�7��
high rainfall areas of Australia. Birds and other 
�-�m�b�l�-�t�v���;�-�|���|�_�;���0�;�u�u�b�;�v���|�_�;�m���|�u�-�ˆ�;�t���-�1�u�o�v�v���t�-�u�]�;���-�u�;�-�v�7��
spreading seeds in their droppings along the way. It 
�-�t�v�o���]�;�|�v���v�r�u�;�-�7���b�m���7�†�l�r�;�7���]�-�u�7�;�m���‰�-�v�|�;�:��

�Ç Lily, Jacob, Maggie and Safi at the conference

�Ç�����-�1�h�b�;���"�|�;�;�t�;���=�u�o�l�����]�u�b�1�†�t�|�†�u�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���‰�b�|�_�����-�]�]�b�;�����o�]�-�m
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

and waters of the ���†�m�†�u�o�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

DI MARSHALL AND CHRIS SMYTH���!�������!�$��������
���!�������"���	���	���(���������������$�����$�����������$����������������
�����$�����������������!����

Movement
at the station

P�t�-�m�v���=�o�u���m�;�‰���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���-�|��
the Quarantine Station in Point 

���;�r�;�-�m�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�u�;���-���l�b�v�v�;�7��
opportunity to bring this extraordinary 
heritage site to life through adaptive 
reuse.

�
�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���‘�”���‹�;�-�u�v�7���(��������
has been part of the story at Point 
���;�r�;�-�m�:�����m���|�_�;���t�-�|�;���•�–�–�•�v���|�_�;�‹��
�f�o�b�m�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�u�o�†�r�v���|�o���v�|�o�r��
�|�_�;�����o�l�l�o�m�‰�;�-�t�|�_�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
selling off the Quarantine Station and 
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�;�7���=�o�u���b�|�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�v���-��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�:�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
nature, and they also safeguard our 
shared heritage. At Point Nepean, the 
�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m���‰�-�v���-�t�‰�-�‹�v���=�o�u���-���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�†�v�;�†�l��
that reuses and celebrates its heritage-
listed buildings.

Today, the Quarantine Station is 
�_�o�l�;���|�o���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���-�m�7���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���L���-��
�‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���†�v�;���=�o�u���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���v�b�|�;�:�����†�|��
�0�u�o�-�7�;�u���r�t�-�m�v���=�o�u���m�;�‰���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|��
�l�b�v�v���|�_�;���1�_�-�m�1�;���|�o���l�-�h�;���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���r�-�u�h�=�v���l�-�m�‹���l�-�]�m�b�=�b�1�;�m�|���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1��
buildings.

�$�o���_�;�t�r���1�_�-�m�]�;���|�_�-�|�7�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���b�v��
�;�l�0�-�u�h�b�m�]���o�m���-�m�����Š�r�u�;�v�v�b�o�m���o�=�����m�|�;�u�;�v�|��
process for the Quarantine Station. 
The hope is that new proposals will 
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�-�|�;���|�_�;���-�u�;�-���-�v���-���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�†�v�;�†�l��
�-�m�7���l�-�h�;���0�;�|�|�;�u���†�v�;���o�=���b�|�v���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;��
buildings while offering fresh visitor 
experiences.

���m�v�b�7�;���|�_�;���r�-�u�h���|�_�;�u�;�=�v���o�ˆ�;�u���•�‘�•��
�_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;�J�t�b�v�|�;�7���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���•�–�|�_��
�-�m�7���;�-�u�t�‹���‘�•�|�_���1�;�m�|�†�u�b�;�v�7���l�-�m�‹���m�o�‰���b�m��
�ˆ�-�u�‹�b�m�]���v�|�-�|�;�v���o�=���u�;�r�-�b�u�:�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
recently signed a 42-year lease for the 
Point Nepean Research and Education 
�
�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�b�o�m�7���-���f�o�b�m�|���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
the University of Melbourne and 
Monash University.

�	�b�v�-�r�r�o�b�m�|�b�m�]�t�‹�7���|�_�;���‘�•�•�•�����-�v�|�;�u��
Plan supported a new building 

TERRI MACDONALD 
�
�����	�"�����!�$���"�$������
�����"�����!���$���������
�!������

NATURE IN HER 
�������$�!�������(�����$���!������������������

I �‰�o�u�h���r�u�b�l�-�u�b�t�‹���b�m���‰�-�|�;�u�1�o�t�o�†�u�7��
�-�t�|�_�o�†�]�_�������7�o���t�b�h�;���|�o���;�Š�r�;�u�b�l�;�m�|�4������

�7�b�7���l�‹�����_�	���‰�b�|�_���-���=�o�1�†�v���o�m���|�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t��
natural history illustration, which led 
�l�;���|�o���
�;�u�7�b�m�-�m�7���P���†�1�-�v�Q�����-�†�;�u���-�m�7��
���_�-�u�t�;�v�J���t�;�Š�-�m�7�u�;�����;�v�†�;�†�u���K���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���†�v�;���o�=���ˆ�;�t�t�†�l���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹��
�-�u�|�‰�o�u�h�:�������v�|�b�t�t���‰�o�u�h���‰�b�|�_�����;�t�l�v�1�o�|�|��
�ˆ�;�t�t�†�l�7���‰�_�b�1�_���b�v���|�;�1�_�m�b�1�-�t�t�‹���1�_�-�t�t�;�m�]�b�m�]��
but allows the creation of intricately 
�7�;�|�-�b�t�;�7���‰�o�u�h���‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�v���b�|�v���o�‰�m���<�]�t�o�‰�=�:��

I have recently started exploring 
copperplate and drypoint etching. I 
�;�m�f�o�‹���|�_�;���r�u�b�m�|�l�-�h�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���‰�_�b�1�_��
sees a very hands-on approach, with 
�;�ˆ�;�u�‹���r�u�b�m�|���†�m�b�t�†�;�:������

�$�‹�r�b�1�-�t�t�‹�7�������‰�o�u�h���=�u�o�l���-���1�o�l�0�b�m�-�|�b�o�m��
�o�=���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_�b�1���u�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�v���P�;�b�|�_�;�u���l�‹��
�o�‰�m���o�u���=�u�o�l���=�u�;�;���u�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;���v�b�|�;�v�Q�7��
�-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���l�‹���o�‰�m���7�u�-�‰�b�m�]�v���-�m�7��
�o�0�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�v�:�����†�1�h�b�t�‹�7�����]�l���m�o�|��
�v�_�o�u�|���o�=���u�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;���=�o�u���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]��
and inspiring subjects in 
�u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�4

���=�l���t�†�1�h�‹���;�m�o�†�]�_���|�o���t�b�ˆ�;��
�o�m���-���v�l�-�t�t���r�u�o�r�;�u�|�‹���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�;�7��
�0�‹���=�-�u�l�t�-�m�7���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���0�†�v�_��
�-�u�;�-�v���K���-�t�t���o�=���‰�_�b�1�_���-�u�;���r�;�u�=�;�1�|��
�=�o�u���o�0�v�;�u�ˆ�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;�4���)�;��
have a wide variety of 

Expressions of nature
�0�b�u�7�v���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
that regularly visit. 
Most recently I saw a 
�r�-�b�u���o�=�����l�†�v�8���|�_�;�‹�]�u�;��
�1�;�u�|�-�b�m�t�‹���_�b�]�_���o�m���l�‹���t�b�v�|�7��
right after the Tawny 
�
�u�o�]�l�o�†�|�_�v�:

���=�ˆ�;���-�t�‰�-�‹�v���0�;�;�m��
obsessed with 
the natural world, 
irrespective of what 
�|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t���o�u���r�t�-�m�|���b�v��
�K���=�u�o�l���v�r�b�7�;�u�v�7���v�m�-�h�;�v��
and insects through 
�|�o���-�l�r�_�b�0�b�-�m�v�7���0�b�u�7�v��
�-�m�7���l�-�l�l�-�t�v�7���=�b�v�_���o�u��
crustaceans. All are 
fascinating and beautiful 
in their own way, and 
�l�‹���f�o�0���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���|�o��
�v�_�-�u�;���|�_�-�|���ˆ�b�v�†�-�t�t�‹�:���P���‹���7�u�;�-�l���f�o�0���b�v���u��
�l�o�m�|�_�v���b�m�����m�|�-�u�1�|�b�1�-���r�-�b�m�|�b�m�]���r�;�m�]�†�b�m�v��
�K���_�o�‰���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;�4�Q

My real goal is to show the beauty, 
intricacy and connection we can have 

�‰�b�|�_���m�-�|�†�u�;���K���0�;���|�_�-�|���r�t�-�m�|�7��
�-�m�b�l�-�t�7���0�b�u�7�7���b�m�v�;�1�|�:���)�;���o�=�|�;�m��
�t�b�ˆ�;���b�m���0�†�b�t�|���†�r���-�u�;�-�v���|�_�-�|���v�;�;�l��
devoid of that connection, but 

�����|�_�b�m�h���|�_�-�|���-�|���o�†�u���1�o�u�;�7��
we still want to have that 

relationship with nature. 
���‹���‰�o�u�h���b�v���-�m���-�|�|�;�l�r�|���|�o���_�;�t�r��
bridge that gap and bring 
the viewer closer to nature 

through the depiction of 
�l�‹���v�†�0�f�;�1�|�v�:

I recently finished an exhibition in 
���‹�m�;�|�o�m���‰�b�|�_���•�”���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t���‰�o�u�h�v�7��
�r�u�b�l�-�u�b�t�‹���-�u�o�†�m�7�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���0�b�u�7�t�b�=�;�7��
in watercolour and copper-plate 
etchings. Before that I exhibited at 
�|�_�;�����†�1�-�t�‹�r�|�†�v���	�b�v�|�b�t�t�;�u�‹�����†�v�;�†�l�]�v��
�b�m�-�†�]�†�u�-�t�����†�1�‹�����u�|���"�_�o�‰�7���‰�_�;�u�;���l�‹��
�‰�o�u�h In the Gums won Best in Show.

���=�l���_�-�r�r�‹���|�o���|�-�h�;���1�o�l�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���-�m�7��
�1�_�-�|���-�0�o�†�|���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v�7���b�=���‹�o�†�]�u�;���t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
�=�o�u���-���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹���b�t�t�†�v�|�u�-�|�o�u�4��

for staff and students rather than 
encouraging reuse of existing heritage 
�0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]�v�:�����u�o�†�m�7���j�•�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���b�m��
���o�l�l�o�m�‰�;�-�t�|�_���=�†�m�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���j�•�•��
�l�b�t�t�b�o�m���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���†�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�b�;�v���‰�b�t�t���]�o��
towards constructing this new facility 
and renovating Badcoe Hall. The 
�r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���=�o�u���|�_�b�v���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|��
is currently underway.

�)�_�;�m�����o�b�m�|�����;�r�;�-�m�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h��
�‰�-�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7���b�m���‘�•�•�–�7���b�|���‰�-�v���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|��
wildlife, habitats, and heritage. While 
�|�_�;���=�†�t�t���ˆ�b�v�b�o�m���o�=���-���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�†�v�;�†�l��
�b�v���‹�;�|���|�o���0�;���u�;�-�t�b�v�;�7�7���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v��
�_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���l�-�7�;�:�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�v��
upgraded essential services and 
delivered projects including:

• �$�_�;���)�-�t�h���o�=���)�;�t�1�o�l�;�7���-��
collaboration with the Bunurong 
�r�;�o�r�t�;���†�v�b�m�]���t�-�u�]�;���l�;�|�-�t���v�|�;�r�r�b�m�]��
�v�|�o�m�;�v���|�o���|�u�-�1�;���|�_�;���-�u�;�-�=�v���_�b�v�|�o�u�‹�:

• �
�o�u�|�‹�J�v�b�Š���]�t�-�l�r�b�m�]���|�;�m�|�v�7���‰�b�|�_���v�_�-�u�;�7��
facilities in heritage buildings.

• Interpretive displays in the 
�	�b�v�b�m�=�;�1�|�b�m�]���-�m�7�����-�|�_�b�m�]�����o�l�r�t�;�Š�7��
sharing the experiences of those 
�‰�_�o���;�m�7�†�u�;�7���t�†�-�u�-�m�|�b�m�;�:

• ���m���†�r�]�u�-�7�;�7�����o�t�;�v���$�u�-�1�h�7���m�o�‰���-��
shared trail with interpretive signage.

• Restoration of the forts at the 
western end of Point Nepean.

�$�_�;�v�;���†�r�]�u�-�7�;�v�7���-�t�o�m�]���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�=�v��
natural and cultural values, now 
�-�|�|�u�-�1�|���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���u�•�•�7�•�•�•���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���-��
�‹�;�-�u�7���‰�b�|�_���m�†�l�0�;�u�v���;�Š�r�;�1�|�;�7���|�o���u�;�-�1�_��
�o�m�;���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���0�‹���‘�•�’�•�:�������u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;��
�-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���]�b�ˆ�;�m���u�;�7�†�1�;�7���v�|�-�=�=�b�m�]�7��
�u�;�v�o�†�u�1�;�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�;���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�=���|�_�;��
�����(���	���r�-�m�7�;�l�b�1�:

Yet the adaptive reuse of heritage 
�0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]�v�7���|�_�;���_�;�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�=�v��
�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m�7���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���t�b�l�b�|�;�7�:���$�_�;��
opportunity is still there to bring that 
vision to life, and create a true living 
�l�†�v�;�†�l���-�|�����o�b�m�|�����;�r�;�-�m�:��

Di Marshall is a VNPA Councillor. Chris 
Smyth is a former VNPA staff member.

�Ç�����o�m�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���0�;�]�†�m���o�m���|�_�;�����o�b�m�|�����;�r�;�-�m���!�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���-�m�7�����7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���
�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�b�o�m���G��CHRIS SMYTH

�

�Å�����o�b�m�|�����;�r�;�-�m��� �†�-�u�-�m�|�b�m�;���"�|�-�|�b�o�m���G��CHRIS SMYTH

�Å In flight �G��ALL IMAGES TERRI MACDONALD

�È Banksia study �P�v�;�1�|�b�o�m�Q

See more of Terri's work See more of Terri's work 

terrimacdonaldart. comterrimacdonaldart.com

�È In the Gums

�Å Queen Bee
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�È Surfing at Wye River | CHRIS ORR
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�Ç Cool Temperate 
Rainforest, Grey River 
| CHRIS ORR
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�Ç Platypus at  
Lake Elizabeth |   
TUE SECHER JENSEN
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�Ç Spiral Sun Orchid 
| MICHAEL KEOGH
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�������$�������‘�•�$�������������(���!�"���!�+�����
�����$�"�����!�����$�������7��
�)�����(���"���$�����!�����$�����$�)���+�������$�����������������!��

G�u�;�-�|�����|�‰�-�‹�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���‰�-�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7���b�m���‘�•�•�”���=�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]��
�-���v�|�u�o�m�]���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�:�����|���1�o�l�0�b�m�;�7�����|�‰�-�‹��

���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���P�7�;�1�t�-�u�;�7���•�–�v�•�Q�7�����m�]�-�_�o�o�h�J���o�u�m�;���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7��
���-�u�t�b�v�t�;���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7�����;�t�0�-�����†�t�t�‹���"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�7���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���|�_�;��
���|�‰�-�‹���"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7���-���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=���1�u�o�‰�m���t�-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:

�)�b�|�_���l�†�1�_���o�=���b�|�v���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���o�t�7�J�]�u�o�‰�|�_���=�o�u�;�v�|���7�;�ˆ�-�v�|�-�|�;�7���0�‹��
logging, the forest standing today is vital habitat and now has 
the chance to recover.

���-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�=�v���]�u�;�-�|���-�r�r�;�-�t���b�v���|�_�-�|���b�|�]�v���‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;���0�†�v�_��
�l�;�;�|�v���|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_�:�����|�v���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�u�;���_�o�l�;���|�o���-���l�†�t�|�b�|�†�7�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7��
�r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���=�†�m�]�b�:�����b�h�;���b�m�1�u�;�7�b�0�t�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v�7���|�o�‰�;�u�b�m�]�����o�†�m�|�-�b�m��
���v�_�7���1�u�‹�r�|�b�1�����t�-�|�‹�r�†�v�7���1�-�u�m�b�ˆ�o�u�o�†�v�����|�‰�-�‹�����t�-�1�h���"�m�-�b�t�v�7��
�v�r�;�1�|�-�1�†�t�-�u���]�t�o�‰���‰�o�u�l�v�7���v�|�u�b�h�b�m�]���"�-�|�b�m�����o�‰�;�u�0�b�u�7�v���-�m�7���†�m�b�t�†�;��
�$�;�-�J�|�u�;�;���
�b�m�]�;�u�v���=�†�m�]�†�v�:���$�_�;���r�-�u�h���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�;�7���0�‹��
���b�u�7���b�=�;�����m�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���-�v���-�m�����l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�����b�u�7�����u�;�-�:

�$�_�;�����u�;�-�|�����1�;�-�m���!�o�-�7���u�†�m�v���|�_�;���t�;�m�]�|�_���o�=���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�7���_�o�v�|�b�m�]��
�u�:�v���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u�v���-�m�m�†�-�t�t�‹�:���!�;�v�r�o�m�v�b�0�t�;���1�o�m�|�u�o�t���o�=���l�-�v�v��
�|�o�†�u�b�v�l���b�v���-�m���o�m�]�o�b�m�]���b�v�v�†�;�7���;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���r�-�u�h�]�v��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���|�u�-�m�v�=�;�u�u�b�m�]���=�u�o�l�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�o�����u�;�-�|��
���1�;�-�m���!�o�-�7�����o�-�v�|���-�m�7�����-�u�h�v�����†�|�_�o�u�b�|�‹���P�����!���������Q�:���$�_�;�u�;���b�v��
�1�o�m�1�;�u�m�������!���������=�v���=�o�1�†�v���‰�b�t�t���0�;���|�o�o���l�†�1�_���o�m���|�_�;���u�o�-�7���-�m�7��
�|�o�†�u�b�v�l�7���-�m�7���m�o�|���;�m�o�†�]�_���o�m���|�_�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���o�=���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�:�����-�u�t�‹��
�b�m�7�b�1�-�|�o�u�v���o�m���|�_�;���|�u�;�-�|�l�;�m�|���o�=���r�-�u�h���u�-�m�]�;�u�v���b�v���m�o�|���r�u�o�l�b�v�b�m�]�:��

���m�]�t�;�v�;�-�7�����b�u�;�‹�v�����m�t�;�|���"�o�1�b�;�|�‹���=�o�u���|�_�;�����u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���
�t�o�u�-��
�-�m�7���
�-�†�m�-���P�����������!�Q�7���=�o�†�m�7�;�7���b�m���•�–�u�–�7���‰�o�u�h�v���|�o���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;��
�-�‰�-�u�;�m�;�v�v���o�=���|�_�;���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���|�_�-�|���l�-�h�;���|�_�;���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���v�o��
special.

�
�o�†�m�7�;�7���b�m���•�–�–�•�7���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=�����-�v�|�;�u�m�����|�‰�-�‹�v���P�
�����Q
�1�o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�;�v���l�o�m�|�_�t�‹���;�ˆ�;�m�|�v���P�‰�-�t�h�v�7���m�b�]�_�|���v�r�o�|�|�b�m�]�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�1�-�l�;�u�-���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v�Q�7���‰�;�;�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���P�+�;�t�t�o�‰�J
bellied and Sugar Glider surveys, and an annual Koala count 
�-�|�����u�;�‹���!�b�ˆ�;�u�Q�:���$�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u�7���
�������-�m�7�������������!���‰�b�|�_�����-�u�‰�o�m��
�)�-�|�;�u���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�]�†�m���b�m�v�|�-�t�t�b�m�]���=�t�o�-�|�b�m�]���b�v�t�-�m�7�v���b�m���|�_�;�����-�b�m�h�-�t�-�1��
�	�-�l���|�o���;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�;���‰�-�|�;�u���0�b�u�7�v�:

�
�������_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���=�o�u���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•���‹�;�-�u�v�7��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���_�o�v�|�b�m�]���-�m���-�m�m�†�-�t���1�o�†�m�|���o�=�����m�]�-�_�o�o�h���
�b�m�]�;�u�v��
(Caladenia maritima). �	�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u�;�7���0�‹���
�������l�;�l�0�;�u�����-�u�]�-�u�;�|��
���-�1�	�o�m�-�t�7���b�m���•�–�–�v�7���|�_�;�‹���o�m�t�‹���t�b�ˆ�;���b�m���|�_�;�����|�‰�-�‹�v�:��

�"�r�b�u�-�t���"�†�m�����u�1�_�b�7�v��(Thelymitra matthewsii) have also been 
�l�o�m�b�|�o�u�;�7���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�b�v���‹�;�-�u���‰�;�u�;���=�;�7�;�u�-�t�t�‹��
�7�;�1�t�-�u�;�7�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7�:���
�������-�m�7�������������!���_�-�ˆ�;���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���-��
�1�o�t�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���‰�b�|�_�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���"�†�u�=�����o�-�v�|���"�_�b�u�;�7��
�	�����������-�m�7���!�o�‹�-�t�����o�|�-�m�b�1�����-�u�7�;�m�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���_�-�0�b�|�-�|��
and increase the population. 

With thanks to Keith McLean, Margaret MacDonald, Erin Nash
�È�����m�]�-�_�o�o�h���
�b�m�]�;�u�v���G��WARREN CAMERON
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PARKfriends
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��

waters of the �)�-�7�-�‰�†�u�u�†�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
role in caring for Country

Flora Reserve

BEN GILL�7�������$�&�!�����������"���!�(���$���������������������������!�7��
�(���"���$�"�������
�����!�������)�����	���!���������$�������������$�!�������)���"�$��

Ben Major VNPA honours advocates for nature
THREE REMARKABLE 
�(�����$���!�������"���)���!����
���!���"�����$���	���)���$�����(�������������
����
�����������!�"�����������$�����&�!����������

Gayle Osborne

�
 �o�u���-�t�l�o�v�|���|�‰�o���7�;�1�-�7�;�v�7�����-�‹�t�;��
has been the heart and driving 

�=�o�u�1�;���0�;�_�b�m�7���)�o�l�0�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�1�-�u�;�7��
�|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�b�m�]���-���t�o�1�-�t���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���b�m�|�o��
�o�m�;���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�o�v�|���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|��
conservation successes. Her leadership, 
�7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1���1�†�u�b�o�v�b�|�‹��
have changed the future of the 
�)�o�l�0�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7���0�;�‹�o�m�7�:

���-�‹�t�;���_�;�t�r�;�7���|�†�u�m���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�1�o�m�1�;�u�m���b�m�|�o���-�1�|�b�o�m�:���)�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_��
VNPA and allied groups, she led the 
�r�†�v�_���|�o���v�;�1�†�u�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���v�|�-�|�†�v��
�=�o�u���|�_�;���)�o�l�0�-�|���-�m�7�����;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:�����;�u���|�b�u�;�t�;�v�v���;�=�=�o�u�|���1�†�t�l�b�m�-�|�;�7��
�b�m���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���‘�•�‘�•��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���|�_�;���m�;�‰��
�)�o�l�0�-�|�K���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7��
�|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���v�|�;�r���b�m���-���u�•�7�•�•�•���_�;�1�|�-�u�;���r�-�u�h�v��
�r�-�1�h�-�]�;���-�1�u�o�v�v���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:

���-�‹�t�;�=�v���b�l�r�-�1�|���_�-�v�m�=�|���v�|�o�r�r�;�7���|�_�;�u�;�:��
�"�_�;�=�v���]�†�b�7�;�7���o�m�J�]�u�o�†�m�7���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_�7���t�;�7��
surveys for threatened wildlife, and 
inspired hundreds of volunteers. Under 
�_�;�u���7�b�u�;�1�|�b�o�m�7���)�o�l�0�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�1�-�u�;�=�v��
�1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���‰�o�u�h���†�m�1�o�ˆ�;�u�;�7��
new populations of Endangered 
���o�†�m�|�-�b�m���"�h�b�m�h�v�7���;�Š�r�-�m�7�b�m�]���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1��
understanding and strengthening the 
case for protection.

Her advocacy has even reached 
the courts, leading her group to a 
�v�†�1�1�;�v�v�=�†�t���"�†�r�u�;�l�;�����o�†�u�|���b�m�f�†�m�1�|�b�o�m��
halting unlawful native forest 

logging in 2023. It 
was an extraordinary 
�;�Š�-�l�r�t�;���o�=���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���t�;�]�-�t��
courage.

���-�‹�t�;�=�v���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|��
is entirely voluntary 
�K���1�o�†�m�|�t�;�v�v���_�o�†�u�v�7���m�o��
expectation of reward 
�K���-�m�7���_�;�u���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v��
�]�o���=�-�u���0�;�‹�o�m�7���‰�_�-�|�=�v��
�m�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹���;�Š�r�;�1�|�;�7���o�=���-�m�‹��
volunteer. Her legacy is 
�‰�u�b�|�|�;�m���b�m�|�o���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�7���b�m���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h�v�7��
stronger protection, 
�-�m�7���-���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
�;�l�r�o�‰�;�u�;�7���|�o���7�;�=�;�m�7���b�|�v���=�o�u�;�v�|�:

Wendy Radford and Stuart 
Fraser
�$�_�b�v���-�‰�-�u�7���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;�v���-���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;��
partnership. Together, Wendy and 
Stuart have dedicated decades to 
�|�_�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
���o�Š�J���u�o�m�0�-�u�h���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹��
�|�_�;���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���m�;�-�u�����;�m�7�b�]�o�:��
�$�_�;�b�u���‰�o�u�h���_�-�v���v�_�-�r�;�7���0�o�|�_���t�o�1�-�t��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���v�|�-�|�;�J�‰�b�7�;���r�-�u�h��
�o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�:

�"�|�†�-�u�|���
�u�-�v�;�u�7���-���=�o�†�m�7�b�m�]���l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=��
���;�m�7�b�]�o���-�m�7���	�b�v�|�u�b�1�|�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|��
���o�†�m�1�b�t���P���	�����Q���b�m���•�–�v�v�7���0�u�o�†�]�_�|��
�l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���v�b�Š�|�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���;�1�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t��
�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���-�m�7���=�b�;�t�7���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���|�o���|�_�;��
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�:�����b�v���7�;�;�r���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]��
of forest ecology, coupled with an 
�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���|�o���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�;���b�|���‰�b�|�_���‰�-�u�l�|�_��
and clarity, inspired generations of 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�b�v�|�v�:���"�|�†�-�u�|�=�v���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r��
�;�m�7�;�7���1�o�l�l�;�u�1�b�-�t���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���b�m���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7����
�
�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7���]�†�b�7�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��

advocacy that led to the listing of 
its 'Big Trees' on the National Trust 
Significant Trees Register.

�)�;�m�7�‹���!�-�7�=�o�u�7���f�o�b�m�;�7�����	�������b�m���•�–�–�v��
�-�m�7���0�;�1�-�l�;���b�|�v���t�o�m�]�J�v�;�u�ˆ�b�m�]���v�;�1�u�;�|�-�u�‹�:��
���;�u���-�7�l�b�m�b�v�|�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���v�h�b�t�t���-�m�7���|�b�u�;�t�;�v�v��
dedication helped steer decades of 
�v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v�7���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�v���-�m�7���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v��
�K���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|�����o�Š�J���u�o�m�0�-�u�h���r�-�u�h�v��
in 2001 to the 2025 legislation 
expanding protected areas across the 
region. She helped build alliances, 
�o�u�]�-�m�b�v�;���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m�J�v�1�b�;�m�1�;���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v�7���-�m�7��
�l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���)�;�t�t�v�=�o�u�7���v�|�-�‹�;�7���o�m���|�_�;��
�r�o�t�b�|�b�1�-�t���l�-�r�:

�$�o�]�;�|�_�;�u�7���)�;�m�7�‹���-�m�7���"�|�†�-�u�|���;�Š�;�l�r�t�b�=�‹��
�‰�_�-�|���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r��
�1�-�m���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�:���$�_�;�‹�=�ˆ�;���v�|�u�;�m�]�|�_�;�m�;�7��
�(�������=�v���u�;�-�1�_�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�7���(��������
investigations, and built enduring 
partnerships between local and 
state groups. Their advocacy has 
turned public awareness into tangible 
protection for nature. 

Ben Gill, Nature Conservation 
Campaigner

B �;�m�����-�f�o�u���
�t�o�u�-���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�v���-�m��
incredible patch of forest in 

Victoria's central west, north of 
Beaufort in Pyrenees country, near 
�)�-�|�;�u�t�o�o���-�m�7���|�_�;�����;�m�����-�f�o�u���
�o�u�;�v�|�:����

Wander the open woodlands and 
�]�u�-�m�b�|�;���0�o�†�t�7�;�u�v���-�m�7���‹�o�†���l�b�]�_�|���v�r�o�|��
the star of the show, the locally 
�=�-�l�o�†�v�����;�m�����-�f�o�u�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�- (Grevillea 
floripendula), thriving in sandy soils. 
���o�o�h���†�r���=�o�u���+�-�u�u�-�����†�l�v (Eucalyptus 
yarraensis) as well, a rare beauty of 
valley floors and gentle slopes that still 
persists across this landscape. 

This reserve helps stitch together 
habitat between the recently legislated 

���o�†�m�|�����†�-�m�]�o�u�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7��
the broader Pyrenees area, protecting 
threatened wildlife. 

�)�;�]�u�;���h�;�;�m���|�o���v�;�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���t�o�1�h�;�7��
�b�m���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���u�;�]�b�o�m�:���)�;�]�t�t���h�;�;�r���†�r���|�_�;��
�r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���|�o���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m��
30 bushland reserves announced as 
�r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|��
�r�-�1�h�-�]�;���-�u�;���m�o�|���=�o�u�]�o�|�|�;�m

�)�_�;�m���ˆ�b�v�b�|�b�m�]�7���u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u���|�o���r�-�1�h��
water, respect cultural sites, always 
�v�|�b�1�h���|�o���|�u�-�1�h�v���-�m�7���h�;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�†�|��
�=�o�u���u�;�r�|�b�t�;���0�-�v�h�b�m�]���v�r�o�|�v���-�m�7���7�;�t�b�1�-�|�;��
�v�;�;�7�t�b�m�]�v���†�m�7�;�u�=�o�o�|�4�����-�|�†�u�;���|�_�u�b�ˆ�;�v��
when we show care and respect for its 
�]�u�o�†�v�;���r�-�u�h�v�:����

New VNPA Council 
and President

A t our 73rd Annual General 
���;�;�|�b�m�]���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�7���l�;�l�0�;�u�v��

elected a new Council, and Marilyne 
Crestias was elected President (see p. 
4),���u�;�r�t�-�1�b�m�]���	�-�ˆ�b�7�����†�]�;�m�|���‰�_�o���_�-�v��
stepped down after four years. 

�	�o�†�]���!�o�0�b�m�v�o�m���‰�-�v���;�t�;�1�|�;�7���(�b�1�;�J
���u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|���-�m�7���"�;�1�u�;�|�-�u�‹���P�-�1�|�b�m�]�Q�7���-�m�7��
���v�h�b�m�����o�u�u�b�v�o�m���b�v���$�u�;�-�v�†�u�;�u�:

���t�;�1�|�;�7���|�o�����o�†�m�1�b�t���-�u�;�����-�u�-�����b�1�h�=�o�u�7�7��
�	�b�-�m�m�;�����-�u�v�_�-�t�t�7�����u�†�1�;�����1���u�;�]�o�u�7��
���;�u�-�u�7�����1���_�;�;�7�����-�m�����;�m�7�u�b�h��
���u�†�;�]�]�;�l�;�b�;�u�7�����m�7�u�;�‰�����o�u�l�-�m�7�����_�u�b�v��
���b�0�0�†�u�|���-�m�7�����_�-�u�t�b�;�����-�v�1�o�;�:���)�;�t�1�o�l�;��
�|�o���-�t�t���m�;�‰���-�m�7���u�;�|�†�u�m�b�m�]���1�o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�v�4

Council establishes policy guidelines, 
approves annual budgets and 
�†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�v���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]���=�o�u���|�_�;��
association. Council is supported by 
�-���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=���-�1�|�b�ˆ�;���v�†�0�J�1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�v��
�‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�u�m�;�v�v���|�_�;���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�l���o�=��
�l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7���v�|�-�=�=���o�m���h�;�‹���-�u�;�-�v�: vnpa.org.au/about/council

�(�-�t�;�����;�o�=�=���	�†�u�_�-�l

W e were very saddened to 
learn of the death of Geoff 

�	�†�u�_�-�l���o�m���•�”�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u�:

Geoff was an absolute stalwart for 
�|�_�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;��
in Victoria, as VNPA president, 
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���t�;�-�7�;�u���-�m�7���-�†�|�_�o�u�:��

He wrote an extraordinary 88 
articles over 23 years for ParkWatch, 

�‰�_�;�u�;���_�b�v���]���m�����-�u�h�v�]��
series ran up to 
March 2024.

Geoff will be 
�]�u�;�-�|�t�‹���l�b�v�v�;�7�7���_�b�v��
thoughtful insights and 
�;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�l���‰�;�u�;���l�†�1�_���-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�;�7�:��
���†�u���7�;�;�r�;�v�|���1�o�m�7�o�t�;�m�1�;�v���-�u�;���v�;�m�|��
�|�o���-�t�t���_�b�v���=�-�l�b�t�‹���-�m�7���=�u�b�;�m�7�v�:��

We will pay tribute to Geoff's long life 
and enormous contribution in our next 
���-�u�h�)�-�|�1�_ in March 2026.

�Ç�����-�u�b�t�‹�m�;�����u�;�v�|�b�-�v���G��PAUL CLIFTON

Ben Major Flora Reserve, Ben Major Flora Reserve, 
Ampitheatre Rd, ChuteAmpitheatre Rd, Chute

183 km183 km// 2:30 hour drive  2:30 hour drive  
NW of MelbourneNW of Melbourne

�Ç �È�����;�m�����-�f�o�u�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-���G��BILL BLACKBURN

�Ç�����;�m�����b�t�t���‰�b�|�_�����-�‹�t�;�����v�0�o�u�m�;���-�m�7���)�;�m�7�‹���!�-�7�=�o�u�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u���-�m�7��
�"�|�†�-�u�|���
�u�-�v�;�u�]�v���1�o�l�l�;�l�o�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���m�-�|�†�u�;���r�u�b�m�|�v���G��PAUL CLIFTON
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Adieu Jessie Borrelle, our 
�t�†�;�;�m���o�=���1�o�l�l�v
V NPA recently bid goodbye to Jessie Borrelle after six 

�|�u�-�m�v�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‹�;�-�u�v�:���)�b�|�_���_�;�u���7�;�;�r���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���o�=���_�o�‰���|�o��
�1�o�m�m�;�1�|���‰�b�|�_���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v�7���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���]�;�m�;�u�-�t���r�†�0�t�b�1�7��
���;�v�v�b�;���l�-�v�|�;�u�=�†�t�t�‹���v�_�-�r�;�7���|�_�;���‰�o�u�7�v���-�m�7���b�l�-�]�;�v���|�_�-�|���|�o�t�7���o�†�u���v�|�o�u�b�;�v�7��
all driven by a profound love for nature.

���;�v�v�b�;�=�v���b�m�b�|�b�-�t���]�u�-�m�|�J�=�†�m�7�;�7���u�o�t�;���b�m���‘�•�•�–���1�;�m�|�u�;�7���o�m���u�-�l�r�b�m�]���†�r��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:�����;�u���‰�o�u�h��
�;�Š�r�-�m�7�;�7���-�v���=�†�m�7�b�m�]���0�;�1�-�l�;���-�ˆ�-�b�t�-�0�t�;�7���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�-�h�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;���m�;�‰�t�‹��
�1�u�;�-�|�;�7���u�o�t�;���o�=���	�b�]�b�|�-�t�����m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���-�m�7�����o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v�����-�m�-�]�;�u�:

�$�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�-�t���‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���7�;�=�b�m�b�m�]���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�7���o�m�;���|�_�-�|��
�v�|�u�;�|�1�_�;�7���v�o���t�o�m�]���b�|���1�o�ˆ�;�u�;�7���|�_�;���;�m�|�b�u�;�|�‹���o�=�����;�v�v�b�;�]�v���|�b�l�;���‰�b�|�_���(�������4���+�;�|��
�-�t�t���o�†�u���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v���-�m�7���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�����;�v�v�b�;���v�|�-�l�r���o�m���|�_�;�l�8���=�u�o�l��
�1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m�b�m�]���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v�7���†�m�|�-�m�]�t�b�m�]���|�_�;���1�o�l�r�t�;�Š�b�|�b�;�v��
�o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;���v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m�m�b�m�]�7���0�u�b�m�]�b�m�]���m�†�-�m�1�;���|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v�7���|�o���v�_�-�u�b�m�]��

�
�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t�����;�Š�|���;�m�����b�1�_�-�;�t�����o�o

I �m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�7���(���������=�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t�;�7�����b�1�_�-�;�t�����o�o�7�����;�Š�|���;�m��
���-�|�†�u�;�����o�m�ˆ�;�m�o�u�:���"�b�m�1�;�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�“�7�����b�1�_�-�;�t���‰�-�v���-��

�]�†�b�7�b�m�]���_�-�m�7���=�o�u�����;�Š�|���;�m�����-�|�†�u�;�7���=�-�1�b�t�b�|�-�|�b�m�]���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�v��
�-�m�7���1�†�u�-�|�b�m�]���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;�v���=�o�u���•�v�K�’�”�J�‹�;�-�u�J�o�t�7�v���h�;�;�m���|�o��
�v�r�;�m�7���l�o�u�;���|�b�l�;���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�l�o�m�]���|�_�;�b�u���r�;�;�u�v�:

���b�1�_�-�;�t���1�o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�;�7���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t�����u�;�-�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���
�b�v�_�����o�†�m�|��
�v�m�o�u�h�;�t�v�7���-�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�����†�-�u�7�b�-�m�v���o�ˆ�;�u�m�b�]�_�|���1�-�l�r�7���-���|�o�†�u��
�o�=���h�;�t�r���u�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���v�b�|�;�v���b�m�����o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r�����-�‹�7���-�m�7���-���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]��
bee to build nestboxes for Critically Endangered Swift 
���-�u�u�o�|�v�:�����;���-�t�v�o���u�-�m���l�-�m�‹���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�v���-�m�7���v�h�b�t�t�v���‰�o�u�h�v�_�o�r�v��
for the NextGen Nature collective.

���b�1�_�-�;�t���h�m�;�‰���_�o�‰���|�o���_�o�v�|���-�m���;�ˆ�;�m�|���K���_�;���‰�-�v���‰�;�t�t��
�o�u�]�-�m�b�v�;�7�7���=�u�b�;�m�7�t�‹�7���-�m�7���-�t�‰�-�‹�v���u�†�v�|�t�;�7���†�r���-�m���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�ˆ�;��

spread for the crucial feed and lively discussions after the 
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹�4���)�;���v�-�‹���|�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†���-�m�7���=�-�u�;�‰�;�t�t���=�o�u���m�o�‰�7���-�m�7���]�o�o�7��
�t�†�1�h���=�o�u���‰�_�-�|���‰�;���h�m�o�‰���‰�b�t�t���0�;���-���0�u�b�]�_�|���=�†�|�†�u�;�:����

Caitlin Griffith's  
�|�u�;�;�J�l�;�m�7�o�†�v���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|��
�|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;�4
�� �ˆ�;�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���•�v���‹�;�-�u�v���-�|���(�������7��

���-�b�|�t�b�m�����u�b�=�=�b�|�_���_�-�v���‰�o�u�m���l�-�m�‹��
�P�=�-�0�†�t�o�†�v�Q���_�-�|�v���K���=�u�o�l�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_��
���o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�o�u�7�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�����u�o�f�;�1�|�v��
���o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�o�u�7�����-�m�-�]�;�u���o�=�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
���;�-�u�m�b�m�]���-�m�7�����m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7���-�m�7���;�ˆ�;�m���-��
�v�|�b�m�|���-�v�����1�|�b�m�]�����Š�;�1�†�|�b�ˆ�;���	�b�u�;�1�|�o�u�:��

�
�u�o�l���‘�•�•�•���|�o���‘�•�•�”�7�����-�b�|�t�b�m���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�;�7��
�|�_�;�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���P�=�o�u�l�;�u�t�‹��
���-�u�h�����-�|�;�v�Q�:���"�_�;���u�;�1�u�†�b�|�;�7���o�ˆ�;�u���‘�•�•��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�v���-�m�7���‰�o�u�h�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���]�u�o�†�r�v�7���t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���-�m�7��
scientists researching and responding 
to conservation issues across the 
state. In 2016, she began laying the 
�]�u�o�†�m�7�‰�o�u�h���=�o�u���‰�_�-�|���0�;�1�-�l�;���|�_�;���)�b�t�7��
�
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�7���|�o���1�o�m�m�;�1�|���1�†�u�b�o�†�v��
�=�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���‰�b�|�_���m�-�|�†�u�;�:���$�o�7�-�‹�7���o�ˆ�;�u���’�•�•�•��
�)�b�t�7���
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;���†�v�;�7���o�†�u���m�-�|�†�u�;��
activity sheets to explore and learn 
about forests, grasslands, water and 
everywhere in between.

Caitlin is passionate about creating 
experiences in nature for people of all 
�-�]�;�v�7���0�-�1�h�]�u�o�†�m�7�v���-�m�7���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�v�:���"�_�;��
�|�o�o�h���l�-�m�‹���m�;�‰���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v�7���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v���-�m�7��
initiatives under her wing, providing 
enthusiastic support for their ongoing 
�7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�:

Caitlin is a creative and highly 
engaging facilitator of nature-based 
�t�;�-�u�m�b�m�]�7���v�r�-�u�h�b�m�]���1�†�u�b�o�v�b�|�‹���-�m�7���f�o�‹��
�b�m���h�b�7�v���-�m�7���-�7�†�t�|�v���-�t�b�h�;�:���"�_�;���-�t�‰�-�‹�v��
brought her positive energy, passion 

for nature, and the 
�o�1�1�-�v�b�o�m�-�t���7�-�m�1�;���l�o�ˆ�;��
�-�m�7���_�;�u���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�l���‰�-�v��
certainly contagious.

Caitlin has been a 
�1�o�l�r�-�v�v�b�o�m�-�|�;���t�;�-�7�;�u���‰�_�o��
�b�m�1�o�u�r�o�u�-�|�;�v���;�ˆ�;�u�‹�o�m�;�=�v���b�7�;�-�v��
�-�m�7���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���]�o�o�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�:��
�"�_�;���‰�-�v���1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�7���|�o���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�b�m�]��
how VNPA engages diverse and 
dispersed audiences, as well as 
exploring ways to support the wellbeing 
�o�=���v�|�-�=�=���-�m�7���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�v���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���b�m��
conservation. In her own words, ‘nature 
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���1�o�l�;�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���_�;�-�u�|���K��
�-�m�7���o�†�u���_�;�-�u�|�v���m�;�;�7���1�-�u�;�7���|�o�o�:�=

�"�o���l�-�m�‹���o�=���o�†�u���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���r�u�;�1�b�o�†�v���l�;�l�o�u�b�;�v��
�o�=���l�o�l�;�m�|�v���v�r�;�m�|���1�o�m�m�;�1�|�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���|�_�-�m�h�v���|�o�����-�b�|�t�b�m�=�v���;�=�=�o�u�|�v�:�����|�=�v��
�_�-�u�7���|�o���r�†�|���b�m�|�o���P�r�-�]�;���t�b�l�b�|�;�7�Q���‰�o�u�7�v��
the legacy she leaves behind. Her 
�1�o�l�r�-�v�v�b�o�m���=�o�u���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���‰�b�t�t��
�t�b�ˆ�;���o�m���b�m���|�_�;���‰�o�u�h���v�_�;���_�-�v���7�o�m�;���=�o�u��
�-�t�l�o�v�|���|�‰�o���7�;�1�-�7�;�v���-�|���(�������:

As Caitlin starts a new adventure, 
�‰�;���|�_�-�m�h���_�;�u���=�o�u���_�;�u���<�|�u�;�;�J�l�;�m�7�o�†�v�=��
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���(�������=�v���ˆ�b�v�b�o�m���-�m�7��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���‰�b�v�_���_�;�u���-�t�t���|�_�;���ˆ�;�u�‹��
�0�;�v�|�4����

Nicole Mertens, Community Learning 
& Engagement Manager and Sera Blair, 
NatureWatch Coordinator

�m�-�|�†�u�;���‰�b�|�_���h�b�7�v���b�m���)�b�t�7���
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹��
�v�_�;�;�|�v�:�����;�u���l�-�u�h���b�v���-�t�v�o���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�|���b�m���|�_�;��
�1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���t�-�m�7�l�-�u�h���‰�b�m�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���;�m�7��
of native forest logging, the recent Treaty 
process, and of course the new central 
�‰�;�v�|���r�-�u�h�v�:

���m�;���o�=�����;�v�v�b�;�=�v���]�u�;�-�|���-�1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v��
�‰�-�v���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]���-���v�l�-�t�t���0�†�|���v�|�u�o�m�]���1�o�l�l�v��
�|�;�-�l���|�o���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���o�†�u���l�-�m�‹���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v��
and activities. Across a wide range of 
�l�;�7�b�-���K���=�u�o�l���r�u�b�m�|���-�m�7���u�-�7�b�o�7���|�o���o�†�u��
�;�ˆ�;�u�J�;�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�b�m�]���v�o�1�b�-�t���l�;�7�b�-���K�����;�v�v�b�;���|�_�u�;�‰��
�_�;�u���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�-�0�t�;���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���-�m�7���r�-�v�v�b�o�m��
�b�m�|�o���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���m�o�o�h���-�m�7���1�u�-�m�m�‹�:���$�_�-�m�h�v���|�o��
�_�;�u���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���o�=���;�7�b�|�o�u�b�-�t���]�†�b�7�;�v���-�m�7��
�1�o�l�l�v���1�o�m�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]�7���v�|�‹�t�;���-�m�7��
�|�o�m�;���o�=���ˆ�o�b�1�;�7���(�������]�v���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v��
now have a strong, consistent foundation 
for the years ahead.

���;�v�v�b�;�=�v���;�Š�†�0�;�u�-�m�|���r�u�;�v�;�m�1�;���‰�b�t�t���0�;��
�]�u�;�-�|�t�‹���l�b�v�v�;�7���-�|���(�������7���0�†�|���‰�;���‰�b�v�_��
her all the best in her exciting new 
adventures. 

Paul Clifton, ���-�u�h�)�-�|�1�_ editor

�Ç�����b�1�_�-�;�t���P�b�m���‹�;�t�t�o�‰���|�J�v�_�b�u�|�Q���‰�b�|�_���_�-�r�r�‹�����;�Š�|���;�m�����-�|�†�u�;���r�-�u�|�b�1�b�r�-�m�|�v

�Ç�����-�b�|�t�b�m���P�t�;�=�|�Q���1�o�m�7�†�1�|�b�m�]���-���)�b�t�7���
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���;�ˆ�;�m�|���-�|�����o�b�m�|�����7�7�b�v�7���)�-�7�-�‰�†�u�u�†�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹���G��CONSUELO QUEVADO

Over the years, I’ve Over the years, I’ve 
become fascinated by the become fascinated by the 

joy that happens when people joy that happens when people 
come together to experience our come together to experience our 
forests, grasslands and marine forests, grasslands and marine 
habitats. habitats. 

I’m constantly inspired by the I’m constantly inspired by the 
spark that lights up a group spark that lights up a group 
when they see a sea slug, a when they see a sea slug, a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle, a dolphin, Wedge-tailed Eagle, a dolphin, 
a patch of wildflowers, or the a patch of wildflowers, or the 
sheer diversity of fungi across a sheer diversity of fungi across a 
forest floor.forest floor.

I love it when people share their I love it when people share their 
knowledge, experience and care knowledge, experience and care 
for the nature we love. That for the nature we love. That 
joy – the curiosity, wonder joy – the curiosity, wonder 
and happiness it brings – is and happiness it brings – is 
infectious, vital, and something I infectious, vital, and something I 
want to keep exploring, because want to keep exploring, because 
it really does matter.it really does matter.

I’m deeply grateful to everyone I’m deeply grateful to everyone 
I’ve worked with along the way. I’ve worked with along the way. 
VNPA has been such a special VNPA has been such a special 
community to be part of, and community to be part of, and 
I’ll  always carry that spirit of I’ll always carry that spirit of 
connection and care into what connection and care into what 
comes next.comes next.

I’m excited to explore new I’m excited to explore new 
ways of helping people and ways of helping people and 
organisations deepen their organisations deepen their 
connection and action for nature connection and action for nature 
in my next chapter. I hope our in my next chapter. I hope our 
nature conservation nature conservation 
paths cross again!paths cross again!

There's never a dull moment in nature. And the same is true There's never a dull moment in nature. And the same is true 
for nature conservation. Not in the lifting of a leaf to identify its for nature conservation. Not in the lifting of a leaf to identify its 

species. Not in the torchlight you fire into the gums, longing to cast species. Not in the torchlight you fire into the gums, longing to cast 
a Greater Glider's silhouette. Not in the slow years an old promise takes a Greater Glider's silhouette. Not in the slow years an old promise takes 
to become new national parks. And certainly not in drafting these words, to become new national parks. And certainly not in drafting these words, 
when mid-way through, you receive a text from one of your brilliant ex-when mid-way through, you receive a text from one of your brilliant ex-
colleagues: 'Central West just passed the upper house!!!'colleagues: 'Central West just passed the upper house!!!'

There's no place quite like VNPA. I entered as a Digital Campaigner and There's no place quite like VNPA. I entered as a Digital Campaigner and 
left as Digital Communications and Engagement Manager. Landscape-left as Digital Communications and Engagement Manager. Landscape-
scale protection, I soon learnt, is a marathon not a sprint. It's sunshine scale protection, I soon learnt, is a marathon not a sprint. It's sunshine 
and grease, hope and graft. It's people and persistence, strategy and and grease, hope and graft. It's people and persistence, strategy and 
steadfastness. Nature isn't static, and neither is the movement to keep our steadfastness. Nature isn't static, and neither is the movement to keep our 
miraculous web of life safe and salubrious. miraculous web of life safe and salubrious. 

So thank you. For reading the words and taking the actions I was lucky So thank you. For reading the words and taking the actions I was lucky 
enough to be part of for six years. Like a wildflower in Wellsford, a enough to be part of for six years. Like a wildflower in Wellsford, a 
grevillea in Mount Cole and a Wombat in Wombat – it's utter magic to be grevillea in Mount Cole and a Wombat in Wombat – it's utter magic to be 
part of nature. Especially when she's revered and respected. part of nature. Especially when she's revered and respected. 

And as that long-awaited message, still lighting up my phone, says: And as that long-awaited message, still lighting up my phone, says: 
'Congrats on all the years of hard work!''Congrats on all the years of hard work!'

IMAGE: MEGHAN LINDSAY
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Quiz answers �=�u�o�l���r�:���“

1. d)�����t�t���o�=���|�_�;���-�0�o�ˆ�;�4���+�o�†�=�t�t���l�o�v�|���t�b�h�;�t�‹���v�;�;��
�l�o�0�v���t�-�‹�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���v�_�-�7�;�7���-�m�7���o�=�|�;�m���t�b�1�h�b�m�]��
�|�_�;�b�u���=�o�u�;�-�u�l�v�:

2. b) ���o�v�v�†�l�v���-�u�;���v�o�l�;�|�b�l�;�v���v�;�;�m���o�m���|�_�;��
ground, out in the open in daylight when 
�v�†�=�=�;�u�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���_�;�-�|���v�|�u�;�v�v�:�����b�u�7�v���-�m�7���0�-�|�v��
�l�-�‹���u�;�v�r�o�m�7���v�b�l�b�t�-�u�t�‹�:���!�b�m�]�|�-�b�t�����o�v�v�†�l�v��
�-�u�;���l�o�u�;���r�u�o�m�;���|�o���_�;�-�|���v�|�u�;�v�v���|�_�-�m��
���u�†�v�_�|�-�b�t�����o�v�v�†�l�v�:��

3. d)�����t�t���o�=���|�_�;���-�0�o�ˆ�;�4�����†�|���o�†�|���v�l�-�t�t�7���v�_�-�t�t�o�‰��
containers of water at various levels. 

���t�-�1�;���v�|�b�1�h�v���-�m�7��
�u�o�1�h�v���b�m���‰�-�|�;�u��
bowls to prevent 
�v�l�-�t�t���-�m�b�l�-�t�v��
�=�u�o�l���7�u�o�‰�m�b�m�]�:��
Replenish the 
water regularly and 
avoid placing it in 
direct sunlight as 
�‰�-�|�;�u���1�-�m���t�†�b�1�h�t�‹��
�u�;�-�1�_���†�m�7�u�b�m�h�-�0�t�;��
�|�;�l�r�;�u�-�|�†�u�;�v���o�u��
evaporate. 

4. ���o�4���	�o�m�]�|���|�u�‹���-�m�7���7�b�u�;�1�|�t�‹���]�b�ˆ�;���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t��
�=�o�o�7���o�u���‰�-�|�;�u�7���b�|���1�-�m���;�-�v�b�t�‹���1�-�†�v�;���|�_�;�l��
�|�o���-�v�r�b�u�-�|�;���P�1�_�o�h�;�Q�:���+�o�†���v�_�o�†�t�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;��
�|�_�;�l���‰�b�|�_���-���v�_�-�t�t�o�‰���0�o�‰�t���o�=���‰�-�|�;�u���m�;�-�u�0�‹��
that they can lap if they are well enough, 
but do not put anything directly in their 
�l�o�†�|�_�:��

5. a) ���t�-�1�h���|�b�r�v���-�0�v�o�u�0���_�;�-�|���u�-�7�b�-�|�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�v�†�m�:���$�_�;���0�†�t�h���o�=���]�u�;�‹�b�v�_���0�u�o�‰�m���=�;�-�|�_�;�u�v��
�†�m�7�;�u�m�;�-�|�_���|�_�;�l���_�;�t�r�v���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|���_�;�-�|��
�|�u�-�m�v�=�;�u���|�o���|�_�;�����l�†�]�v���v�h�b�m�:���)�b�m�7���1�-�m���|�_�;�m��
blow the heat away.

6. �(�;�u�|�b�1�-�t���t�;�-�ˆ�;�v���l�;�-�m�v���t�;�v�v���7�b�u�;�1�|���v�†�m, 
�‰�_�b�1�_���l�;�-�m�v���t�;�v�v���;�ˆ�-�r�o�u�-�|�b�o�m�:

7. ���;�v�|�b�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���b�v���ˆ�;�u�‹���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���|�o���_�b�0�;�u�m�-�|�b�o�m��
�-�m�7���|�o�u�r�o�u�7���;�Š�1�;�r�|���|�_�-�|���b�|�]�v���-���"�†�l�l�;�u��
�u�-�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�m���-���)�b�m�|�;�u���v�t�;�;�r�:���$�_�;���-�l�r�_�b�0�b�-�m��
�f�†�v�|���v�|�o�r�v���l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���-�t�|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���=�o�u���l�o�m�|�_�v��
on end until a big rain. After digging 
�0�-�1�h�‰�-�u�7�v���b�m�|�o���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7�7���|�_�;���=�u�o�]���=�o�u�l�v��
�-���1�o�1�o�o�m���o�=���l�†�1�o�†�v���-�m�7���v�_�;�7���v�h�b�m���-�v���b�|��
�]�o�;�v���b�m�|�o���-���7�o�u�l�-�m�|���v�|�-�|�;�:

8. b) ���;�ˆ�;�u���|�u�‹���|�o���1�-�|�1�_���-�����u�;�‹�J�_�;�-�7�;�7���
�t�‹�b�m�]��
�
�o�Š�:�����-�t�t���)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���|�o���u�;�r�o�u�|���-���_�;�-�|��
�v�|�u�;�v�v���-�m�7���|�_�;�‹�=�t�t���7�b�v�r�-�|�1�_���-���|�u�-�b�m�;�7���-�m�7��
experienced volunteer to attend.  

���=���‹�o�†���;�m�1�o�†�m�|�;�u���-���_�;�-�|�J�v�|�u�;�v�v�;�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�7��
�]�;�m�|�t�‹���r�b�1�h���b�|���†�r���†�v�b�m�]���-���|�o�‰�;�t���-�m�7��
protective gloves and place it in a secure 
�0�o�Š���b�m���-���1�o�o�t�7���7�-�u�h�7���t�†�b�;�|���b�m�7�o�o�u���-�u�;�-�:�����-�h�;��
sure the box has ventilation and avoid 
�‰�u�-�r�r�b�m�]���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t���b�m���-�m�‹�|�_�b�m�]���v�o���|�_�;�‹��
have a chance to cool down. 

�–�:�����|���1�o�o�t�v���|�_�;�l���7�o�‰�m�: Researchers at the 
�&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���†�v�;�7���|�_�;�u�l�-�t��
�1�-�l�;�u�-�v���|�o���7�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u�����o�-�t�-�v���-�u�;���_�†�]�]�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���|�u�†�m�h�v���o�=���1�o�o�t���|�u�;�;�v���|�o���h�;�;�r���|�_�;�b�u���0�o�7�‹��
�|�;�l�r�;�u�-�|�†�u�;�v���7�o�‰�m�:

10. �
�-�t�v�;�4���
�†�m�]�b���7�o���l�o�v�|�t�‹���r�o�r���†�r���b�m�����†�|�†�l�m��
�0�†�|���1�-�m���;�l�;�u�]�;���-�|���-�m�‹���|�b�l�;���o�=���‹�;�-�u���b�=��
�1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v���-�u�;���u�b�]�_�|�:���$�_�;�����;�;�1�_�����u�-�m�]�;��
(Cyttaria gunni) fungus is a special case, 
�0�†�1�h�b�m�]���|�_�;�����†�|�†�l�m���|�u�;�m�7���-�m�7���r�o�r�r�b�m�]���†�r��
�-�|���|�_�;���;�m�7���o�=���"�r�u�b�m�]�4

���=���‹�o�†���;�m�1�o�†�m�|�;�u���-���_�;�-�|�J�v�|�u�;�v�v�;�7���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�-�m�b�l�-�t�7���1�-�t�t���‹�o�†�u���t�o�1�-�t���|�u�†�v�|�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��
�u�;�v�1�†�;�u���o�u���)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���‘�“�F�•��
���l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���!�;�v�r�o�m�v�;���"�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;���o�m���P�•�’�Q��
�v�“�•�•���•�’�•�•�:
Sources: ABC Online, Wildlife Victoria, University 
of Melbourne

�(���������)���"�����!���&�	���$����
�"�������"���!�������
���!�"�$�������$�������"��
�)���������7�� ELECTRA GREENE, 
�$���������!�$�����������$�����������$�������)��������
�����$�������������������	���!�"��������
���!�����!�������������‘�•�‘�”

Electra is a proud Gunai Kurnai 
�-�m�7�����o�m�;�u�o���‰�o�l�-�m���‰�_�o���1�-�u�;�v��

deeply for nature. She is is dedicated 
to supporting others to develop that 
�v�-�l�;���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���-�m�7���1�-�u�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���v�_�-�u�b�m�]��
�v�|�o�u�b�;�v�7���r�o�;�|�u�‹�7���-�m�7���‰�o�u�h�v�_�o�r�v�:����

Electra is a local organiser with 
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7��
���1�|�b�o�m�����;�|�‰�o�u�h���K���_�;�t�r�b�m�]���|�o���0�u�b�m�]���_�;�u��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���|�o���|�-�h�;���-�1�|�b�o�m���|�o��

�r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u���1�t�b�l�-�|�;�7���t�-�m�7���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�:��
���t�;�1�|�u�-���-�t�v�o���‰�o�u�h�v���‰�b�|�_�����†�]�����t�b�|�Œ�7���-��
�v�l�-�t�t���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�7��
�u�†�m�m�b�m�]���‰�o�u�h�v�_�o�r�v���-�m�7���;�ˆ�;�m�|�v���|�o��
teach people about invertebrates, leaf 
�l�-�|�|�;�u���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�7���‰�;�-�ˆ�b�m�]���v�|�o�u�b�;�v��
of culture and country into these 
�‰�o�u�h�v�_�o�r�v�:��

�<���;�|�|�b�m�]���|�o���f�o�b�m���|�_�;���)���������R�)�o�l�;�m�]�v��
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t�����;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�S��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���b�v���-��
�]�u�;�-�|���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹�:�����=�l���h�;�;�m���|�o���t�;�-�u�m��
�l�o�u�;���-�0�o�†�|���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�b�m�]���-�m�7���‰�_�-�|��
else I can learn to be a good activist. 
���m���l�‹���u�o�t�;�v�������‰�-�m�|���|�o���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���l�‹��
�v�h�b�t�t�v���-�m�7���1�o�m�=�b�7�;�m�1�;�7���;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���b�m��
�|�-�t�h�b�m�]���|�o���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�m�7���|�_�;���l�;�7�b�-�:��
���;�b�m�]���-�m�����0�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t���‰�o�l�-�m�7�������_�-�ˆ�;��
�-�m���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���l�-�h�;���-�m���b�l�r�-�1�|�:��

���;�1�-�†�v�;���‰�_�;�m���r�;�o�r�t�;���t�b�v�|�;�m���|�o���l�;���|�-�t�h��
�-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�7���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�u�;��
open to hearing what I have to say. 
���v���-���l�;�v�v�;�m�]�;�u�7���|�_�;�‹���|�u�†�v�|���b�m���|�_�;�v�;��
�b�v�v�†�;�v�:���$�_�;�‹���v�;�;�l���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;���;�l�r�-�|�_�‹���b�m��
�|�_�;���=�;�;�t�b�m�]�7���h�m�o�‰�b�m�]���|�_�-�|�������u�;�-�t�t�‹���-�l��
�1�o�m�1�;�u�m�;�7���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�:��
�$�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†���|�o���(���������=�o�u���l�-�h�b�m�]���b�|��
�r�o�v�v�b�0�t�;���=�o�u���l�;���|�o���]�u�o�‰���l�‹���v�h�b�t�t�v���=�o�u��
country, and for 
�r�;�o�r�t�;�:�=������

���u�o�‰�b�m�]���v�h�b�t�t�v���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹

�!�;�1�;�m�|���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v��

V ���������v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���r�u�;�r�-�u�;�7���b�m���|�_�;��
�t�-�v�|���|�‰�o���l�o�m�|�_�v�9�� 

Cairnlea Section G Mixed Use 
Development,�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�” 

Draft national recovery plan for the 
Golden Sun Moth,�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�” 

Submission to application 02850 native 
forest logging operation at Mount 
Horsfall,�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”

Feedback on a draft National 
Recovery Plan for the South-eastern 
Long-eared Bat�7�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”

Falls to Hotham Alpine Crossing 
– Submission to application 
2025/10319 �7�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�”

Proposed Development at 103 Reid 
Street and 18b Jonesfield Corner, Ardeer 
(Grassy Plains Network)�7�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u��
2025

�!�;�-�7���-�t�t���o�†�u���v�†�0�l�b�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m�t�b�m�;�:��

Bear to the Rescue, Romane Cristescu 
& Nic Gill. Illustrated by Sylvia Morris 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�”�7���’�‘�r�r�7�����"������
�–�•�v�•�“�v�u�’�•�“�–�•�“��

�
 �-�m�1�‹���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�b�m�]���-���0�o�o�h���-�0�o�†�|���-�m��
�-�7�o�u�-�0�t�;���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���7�o�]���1�-�t�t�;�7�����;�-�u�5��

Yes!

�����‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���7�o�]���†�v�b�m�]���_�b�v���1�-�m�b�m�;��
�v�†�r�;�u�r�o�‰�;�u�v���|�o���u�;�v�1�†�;���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�4��
Yes! Hand it over!

We have a few ParkWatch reviews 
under our belt, but this is the first one 
that Billie read all by herself. Before 
I even had a chance to scan the 
publisher notes, she was on the couch 
ooo-ing and ahhh-ing.

Readers are in experienced hands. The 
�|�;�Š�|���b�v���1�o�J�-�†�|�_�o�u�;�7���0�‹���-���h�o�-�t�-���]�;�m�;�|�b�1�v��
researcher and a conservation dog 
handler.

The story follows a frenetic puppy 
hot on the trail of his true calling. 
�����v�;�t�=�J�;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�7���]�u�;�m�o�ˆ�-�|�o�u�]���P�u�;�-�7�9��
�7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�;�u���o�=���=�†�u�m�b�v�_�b�m�]�v�Q�7�����;�-�u���b�v���-��
great character. 

���b�h�;���-�m�‹���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���7�o�]���‰�b�|�_�o�†�|��
a job, Bear struggles to fit in to 
�_�b�v���=�b�u�v�|���_�o�l�;�:�����=�|�;�u���-���=�;�‰���l�o�u�;��
�=�-�t�v�;���v�|�-�u�|�v�7���_�;���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹���l�;�;�|�v��
�v�o�l�;�o�m�;���‰�_�o���v�;�;�v���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t���b�m���_�b�v��
�r�-�m�7�;�l�o�m�b�†�l�:

���b�t�t�b�;���t�o�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|�J�7�o�]���m�-�u�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;�8��
�|�_�;���_�b�]�_�v���P�]�;�|�|�b�m�]���]�_�b�u�;�7�]���0�‹��
�;�1�o�t�o�]�b�v�|�v�Q���-�m�7���t�o�‰�v���P�|�_�;���-�=�|�;�u�l�-�|�_��
�o�=���-���7�;�-�7�t�‹���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;�Q�:���$�_�;���|�o�m�;��
�0�-�t�-�m�1�;�v���-�†�|�_�;�m�|�b�1���;�l�o�|�b�o�m��
�‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���0�-�v�b�1���l�;�1�_�-�m�b�1�v���o�=���7�o�]��
detection in nature conservation. 

The text shows readers how 
trainers teach Bear and his friends to 
�t�o�1�-�|�;���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�t�;���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���-�m�7��
�_�o�‰���|�_�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���-�u�;���1�-�u�;�7���=�o�u�:

���v�����b�t�t�b�;���r�†�|���b�|�7���]���|�]�v���]�b�ˆ�b�m�]���l�;���_�o�r�;��
about how the wildlife are surviving 
�o�†�|���|�_�;�u�;�:�������t�b�h�;���|�_�-�|���b�|���_�-�v���-���u�;�-�t��
�v�|�o�u�‹���-�|���|�_�;���0�-�1�h���-�m�7���t�o�|�v���o�=���|�_�b�m�]�v��
�-�|���|�_�;���;�m�7�:�]���$�_�;���v�†�r�r�t�;�l�;�m�|�-�u�‹��
�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m�7���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���0�o�o�h�7���b�v���r�t�-�‹�=�†�t��
�-�m�7���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�ˆ�;�:

Morris's illustrations are classic 
and cheerful. Billie was especially 

�;�m�|�_�u�-�t�t�;�7���0�‹���|�_�;���]�t�b�|�|�t�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���‹�o�†���1�-�m��
�=�b�m�7�]���b�m���v�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���-�u�|�‰�o�u�h�:

���b�t�t�b�;���7�b�7���-�v�h���b�=���|�_�;���r�†�0�t�b�v�_�;�u���u�;�-�7���_�;�u��
�t�-�v�|���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰���b�m���‰�_�b�1�_���v�_�;���;�l�r�_�-�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
�v�†�]�]�;�v�|�;�7���|�_�;���b�m�1�t�†�v�b�o�m���o�=���v�|�b�1�h�;�u�v�:��
�)�_�b�t�;���v�_�;���t�o�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;���0�o�o�h���P�v�|�b�1�h�;�u�v��
�o�u���m�o�|�Q���-�m�7���-�t�t���h�b�7�v���u�;�-�7���-�|���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|��
levels, we'd say it's ideal for 5 to 
7-year-olds.  

Jessie Borrelle, former Digital 
Engagement and Communications 
Manager, and Billie (aged 7¾)

Bear the Koala detection dog

Birds of the Western Port Woodlands, 
Save Western Port Woodlands 

Save Westernport Woodlands, 2025, 
�–�u�r�r�7�����"�������–�•�v�•�u�“�”�•�•�•�’�‘�•

Save Western Port Woodlands have 
published their first field guide 

to the iconic birds of the threatened 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�o�u�u�b�7�o�u���=�u�o�l�����‹�o�u�-���|�o��
Grantville on Bunurong Country.

�	�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���0�b�u�7�v���o�=���|�_�;���)�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v��
�‰�b�|�_���|�_�b�v���m�b�=�|�‹���r�o�1�h�;�|���]�†�b�7�;�0�o�o�h�7��
featuring 85 superb full-colour photos.

Birds of the Western Port Woodlands 
was launched to a large crowd of 
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7���t�o�ˆ�;�u�v���b�m�����o�ˆ�;�l�0�;�u���0�‹�����u��
Rochelle Halstead, Mayor of Bass 
���o�-�v�|�7���-�|�����†�u�7�b�;�v���)�b�m�;�u�‹���o�ˆ�;�u�t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
the woodlands and the bay. 

�$�_�;���0�o�o�h���b�v���-���|�;�v�|�-�l�;�m�|��
to the passion and 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���|�o���|�_�;��
�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v���o�=���	�-�ˆ�;���-�m�7��
���-�1�h�b�;�����;�‰�l�-�m�7���‰�_�o�v�;��
stunning photos grace the 
pages of this great new 
resource. 

���|���f�†�v�|���j�•�”�7���b�|�=�v���|�_�;���r�;�u�=�;�1�|��
���_�u�b�v�|�l�-�v���v�|�o�1�h�b�m�]���=�b�t�t�;�u��
or a great introduction to 
birding.

It's on sale at Corinella 
General Store, Bunurong 

���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����;�m�|�u�;�7�����†�u�7�b�;�v��
�)�b�m�;�u�‹�7���)�o�m�|�_�-�]�]�b�����-�u�h�;�|���-�m�7��
�)�o�m�|�_�-�]�]�b�����u�|�"�r�-�1�;�:�����u���o�u�7�;�u���o�m�t�b�m�;��
at �v�-�ˆ�;�‰�;�v�|�;�u�m�r�o�u�|�‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v�:�o�u�]�F
�0�b�u�7�v�o�=�|�_�;�‰�r�‰. All proceeds go to 
the Save Western Port Woodlands 
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�:��

Jordan Crook is Parks and Nature 
Campaigner

�	�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���0�b�u�7�v���o�=���|�_�;��
Western Port Woodlands
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=��

the ���†�m�-�b�����†�u�m�-�b�7�����b�7�‰�;�t���-�m�7��
���o�m�;�u�o and recognise their 

ongoing role in caring for 
Country

Summer 
activities 
���†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;�����1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v�����-�t�;�m�7�-�u���0�u�b�m�]�v���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v��
�|�o���]�;�|���b�m�|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
science, short courses and events for all ages. 
Right now, there's plenty of places to join us for 
an adventure in nature. 

���_�;�1�h���o�†�|���o�†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;���1�-�t�;�m�7�-�u���K���m�;�‰���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v��
�-�u�;���-�7�7�;�7���u�;�]�†�t�-�u�t�‹�4

Where we went in Spring
�)���������	���������&�"�+���$���������������"�����$���������!�7�������$�������!�������	�������(���������!�7�������!���"�"���$�������������	�������	���)���$���!��

�
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���-�m�7���m�†�7�b���m�;�u�7�v��
�f�o�b�m�;�7���†�v���=�o�u���-���m�b�]�_�|�J�|�b�l�;��
Sea Slug Census at San 
�!�;�l�o�:��

���†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u�v���ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;�7��
out to Cape Conran (see 
p.40), Brisbane Ranges, 
Mornington Peninsula, 
Heathcote, Cathedral Range 
�-�m�7���|�_�;�����|�‰�-�‹�v�:��

Budding Nature Stewards 
started their Spring 2025 
courses in Ballarat and 
Geelong.

VNPA ReefWatch and 
���-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���|�;�-�l�v��
presented at the Australian 
���b�|�b�Œ�;�m���"�1�b�;�m�1�;�����o�m�=�;�u�;�m�1�;��
in Melbourne.

�"�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�;�u�v���-�m�7���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v��
�-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;���|�o�o�h���r�-�u�|���b�m��
�|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���=�;�‰���‰�;�;�h�v���o�=���|�_�;��
�-�m�m�†�-�t�����u�;�-�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���
�b�v�_��
Count. 

Grasslands tours galore: 
���;�u�u�b�����u�;�;�h�7���"�|�����t�0�-�m�v�7��
���t�t�-�0�-�u�o�o�h�7���!�o�‹�-�t�����-�u�h�7��
the Jollys, Toolern Vale, 
���u�-�l�o�o�7�����o�0�v�o�m�=�v�����-�‹�7��
Woollert, Epping, Sunbury, 
Woorndoo, and Melbourne 
�1�b�|�‹���1�;�m�|�u�;�4��

�"�-�t�|�‹���=�o�t�h�v���|�o�o�h���-���7�;�;�r���7�b�ˆ�;��
into topics such as healthy 
�‰�-�|�;�u�‰�-�‹�v�7���l�;�v�o�r�_�o�|�b�1��
reefs, and ten years of fishy 
data for the annual Great 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���
�b�v�_�����o�†�m�|���h�b�1�h�J�o�=�=��
webinar. 

���-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
�v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���|�o�o�h���-���=�b�;�t�7���|�u�b�r��
�|�o�����†�m�]�-�t���"�|�-�|�;���
�o�u�;�v�|���|�o��
�u�;�|�u�b�;�ˆ�;���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�-�l�;�u�-�v�:

Grassland lovers learnt 
about bandicoots, the 
Western Grassland Reserve 
and Grasslands of the 
Murray Valley Plain at 
�l�o�m�|�_�t�‹���]�u�-�v�v�‹���|�-�t�h�v�:

A long 
weekend of 
beach walks

RICHARD PERRY 
SHARES THE 
���*�����!���������������
������

VNPA BUSHWALKING 
���!���&�����$�!�������$�����$�������
���!�������"�$��
���
���(�����$���!������

I �m���t�-�|�;���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u�7���-���]�u�o�†�r���o�=���v�;�ˆ�;�m��
�v�;�|���†�r���1�-�l�r���-�|�����-�m�h�v�b�-�����t�†�=�=��

���-�l�r�]�u�o�†�m�7�7���t�o�1�-�|�;�7���‰�b�|�_�b�m�����-�r�;��
���o�m�u�-�m�����o�-�v�|�-�t�����-�u�h�7���’�u���h�l���v�o�†�|�_�J
�;�-�v�|���o�=�����u�0�o�v�|�:

�$�_�;���1�-�l�r�]�u�o�†�m�7���‰�-�v���t�†�b�|�;���0�†�v�‹�7���-�v��
�-���t�o�m�]���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7���1�-�l�r���0�‹���|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_��
�v�_�o�†�t�7���0�;�:�����†�u���]�u�o�†�r���_�-�7���|�‰�o���l�-�f�o�u��
�‰�-�t�h�v���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7�:

�
�u�b�7�-�‹���‰�-�v���-���t�o�ˆ�;�t�‹���7�-�‹���‰�b�|�_���v�†�m���-�m�7��
�v�m�-�h�;�v���-�0�o�†�|�:���)�;���t�;�=�|���|�_�;���v�|�†�m�m�b�m�]��
�+�;�;�u�†�m�]���!�b�ˆ�;�u���;�v�|�†�-�u�‹���b�m���|�_�;���l�o�u�m�b�m�]��
�-�m�7���b�l�l�;�7�b�-�|�;�t�‹���v�‰�†�m�]���-�u�o�†�m�7���|�o��
cross the river on the vehicle bridge, 
before soon leaving the traffic behind 
�|�o���=�o�t�t�o�‰���-���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���|�u�-�1�h�:

���†�u���7�;�v�|�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���‰�-�v���	�o�1�h�����m�t�;�|�7���•�‘��
�h�l���7�†�;���;�-�v�|�:�����|�=�v���-���0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���1�o�-�v�|�-�t��
�t�-�h�;���m�;�v�|�t�;�7���b�m���0�;�_�b�m�7���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;��
foreshore dune. This first section was 
�1�o�l�=�o�u�|�-�0�t�‹���=�b�m�b�v�_�;�7���b�m���-���1�o�†�r�t�;���o�=��
�_�o�†�u�v�7���=�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���0�‹���t�†�m�1�_���o�ˆ�;�u�t�o�o�h�b�m�]��
�|�_�;���0�;�-�1�_���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���7�†�m�;���;�7�]�;�7���‰�_�b�t�;��

watching dolphins play just offshore. 
�"�o�o�m���‰�;���‰�;�u�;���1�o�l�l�;�m�1�b�m�]���|�_�;���t�o�m�]��
�0�;�-�1�_���‰�-�t�h���0�-�1�h���|�o���1�-�l�r�7���-�7�l�b�u�b�m�]��
�]�u�o�†�r�v���o�=���1�o�u�l�o�u�-�m�|�v���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;���‰�-�‹�:��

�"�-�|�†�u�7�-�‹���0�u�o�†�]�_�|���-���v�b�l�b�t�-�u�t�‹���m�b�1�;���v�†�m�m�‹��
�7�-�‹�:�����v���-�m���-�r�r�;�|�b�v�;�u���|�o���|�_�;���l�-�b�m���;�ˆ�;�m�|�7��
we enjoyed a circuit of the Heathland 
�)�-�t�h�:���)�b�t�7�=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���t�o�ˆ�;�t�‹��
�o�u�1�_�b�7�v���‰�;�t�1�o�l�b�m�]�t�‹���v�t�o�‰�;�7���o�†�u���r�-�1�;�:

�$�_�;�m���‰�;���;�l�0�-�u�h�;�7���o�m���|�_�;�����-�r�;��
Conran Nature Trail, an exploration 
�o�=���|�_�;���l�o�u�;���7�b�v�|�-�m�|���)�;�v�|�����-�r�;�7�����-�v�|��
���-�r�;���-�m�7���b�|�v���0�o�-�u�7�‰�-�t�h�:�����†�m�1�_���‰�-�v���-�|��
�|�_�;���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1�����o�b�m�;�u�v�����o�l�;�v�|�;�-�7���v�b�|�;��
�o�ˆ�;�u�t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-���v�l�-�t�t���0�;�-�1�_���-�m�7�����o�b�m�;�u�v��
���_�-�m�m�;�t�7���-�m���o�t�7���=�b�v�_�b�m�]���=�-�l�b�t�‹���v�b�|�;�:���)�;��
continued to West Cape itself and 
�|�_�;�m���"�-�t�l�o�m���!�o�1�h�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���ˆ�-�u�‹�b�m�]���|�_�;��
return route by dropping down onto 
the shoreline. Eventually we hit the 
���-�v�|�����-�r�;���0�o�-�u�7�‰�-�t�h�7���u�;�|�†�u�m�b�m�]���†�v��
�1�o�l�=�o�u�|�-�0�t�‹���|�o���1�-�l�r�:��

���ˆ�;�u�-�t�t�7���|�_�;���1�-�l�r���-�m�7���b�|�v���-�7�f�o�b�m�b�m�]��
�‰�-�t�h�v���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�;�7���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�r���]�u�;�-�|�t�‹�7���-�v��
did the Spring wildflowers and local 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:���$�_�-�m�h�v���v�o���l�†�1�_���|�o���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�;�u��
�-�m�7�����†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�����;�-�7�;�u���!�b�1�_�-�u�7��
�$�-�]�]���=�o�u���-���]�u�;�-�|���‰�;�;�h�;�m�7���b�m���=�-�u���;�-�v�|��
���b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7�4��

Subscribe to our mailing list to Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive activities updates receive activities updates 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
activities-sign-upactivities-sign-up

Discover Discover 
more at more at 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
activitiesactivities

ALL IMAGES RICHARD PERRY

Keen to join a VNPA Keen to join a VNPA 
bushwalk?  bushwalk?  

Find out more atFind out more at

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
bushwalkingbushwalking�

�� PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302 ��PARKwatch �‹ DECEMBER 2025  #302

OURactivitiesOURactivities



�w
ILLUSTRATION © RENEE TREML

IMAGES: TESS HOINVILLE, NICOLE MERTENS, PXHERE, KADE MILLS

Sneak a peek at life below the waves 
�	�b�7���‹�o�†���h�m�o�‰���•�•���|�o���–�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;���b�m���v�o�†�|�_�J�;�-�v�|�;�u�m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���-�u�;���=�o�†�m�7���m�o�‰�_�;�u�;���;�t�v�;���b�m���|�_�;���‰�o�u�t�7�5���"�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]���b�m��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���]�b�ˆ�;�v���‹�o�†���|�_�;���1�_�-�m�1�;���|�o���v�;�;���†�m�b�t�†�;���l�-�u�b�m�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���b�m���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v���0�;�7�v�7���h�;�t�r���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���u�o�1�h�‹���u�;�;�=�v���-�m�7���v�r�o�m�]�;���]�-�u�7�;�m�v�:��

Tips for Summer Snorkelling

1Do some research 
on the best and safest 

snorkelling spots near 
you. There's plenty of great 
places to try snorkelling 
across the Victorian coast.

5 Defog your mask 
by rubbing toothpaste 

in it and washing it out 
before you leave home.  
And don’t forget to spit in 
it and rinse it out before 
putting it on.

2 Learn about 
and practice safe 

snorkelling techniques. 
Practice using your mask and 
snorkel in a pool or your bath 
before you head to the 
ocean.

6 Use fins to propel 
yourself through the 

water and for easy return to 
shore. Try to move your legs 
from the hips (not your knees), 
keep your toes pointed, and 
use gentle, long kicks.

4 Choose calm conditions 
with little wind and waves. 

Slack tides will make you feel more 
comfortable and safe plus the 
water will be clearer!

8 Look at but don't touch 
wildlife. It's stressful for the 

animals, and some might protect 
themselves with a painful bite or 
sting.

3 If you don't have your 
own gear (fins and a 

mask), you might be able to 
hire some from your local 
dive store.

7Keep your mask tightly 
fitted to your face to stop it 

from leaking. Get someone to check 
that your your hair i sn't caught 
between your mask and face when 
you put it on.

Summer snorkelling

Discover wonderful wildlife 
at snorkelling sites across 
Port Phillip Bay/Nerm

1�����0�o�-�|���-�m�7���v�m�o�u�h�;�t���|�o�†�u���|�o�����o�r�;�=�v�����‹�;���b�m�����o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r�����;�-�7�v��
���-�u�b�m�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�v���-���1�_�-�m�1�;���|�o���l�-�h�;���=�u�b�;�m�7�v���‰�b�|�_���-��

Western Blue Groper. This fish changes colour through its 
�t�b�=�;�|�b�l�;���-�m�7���1�-�m���;�ˆ�;�m���1�_�-�m�]�;���=�u�o�l���=�;�l�-�t�;���|�o���l�-�t�;�:

2 �"�r�o�|���-���v�;�-���v�t�†�]���P�m�†�7�b�0�u�-�m�1�_�Q���b�m���|�_�;���u�o�1�h�r�o�o�t�v���-�|�����o�b�m�|��
���o�m�v�7�-�t�;�:���"�;�-���v�t�†�]���-�u�;���-���|�‹�r�;���o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;���v�m�-�b�t���‰�b�|�_�o�†�|���-��

�v�_�;�t�t�7���-�m�7���_�-�ˆ�;���=�;�-�|�_�;�u�‹�7���<�m�†�7�;�=���]�b�t�t�v���o�m���|�_�;�b�u���0�-�1�h�v�:

3 ���t�b�7�;���-�t�o�m�]���†�m�7�;�u���"�|�����;�o�m�-�u�7�=�v�����b�;�u���-�m�7���h�;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�†�|��
for the Big-belly Seahorse. These fish have long, curly tails 

that they use to hold on tight to seaweed.

4 ���;�;�|���-�����-�m�f�o���"�_�-�u�h���-�|�����o�b�m�|�����o�o�h�:�����-�m�f�o���"�_�-�u�h�v���0�;�t�o�m�]���|�o��
�-���]�u�o�†�r���o�=���=�b�v�_���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���u�-�‹�v���-�m�7���v�_�-�u�h�v�:

5 �"�‰�b�l���‰�b�|�_���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���o�=���0�t�-�1�h�J�-�m�7�J�‰�_�b�|�;���v�|�u�b�r�;�7���,�;�0�u�-���
�b�v�_���-�|��
Jawbone Marine Sanctuary. 

6 ���;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�†�|���=�o�u���|�_�;���=�u�b�;�m�7�t�‹�����o�u�|�����-�1�h�v�o�m���"�_�-�u�h���_�b�7�b�m�]��
�†�m�7�;�u���u�o�1�h�‹���u�;�;�=�v���-�m�7���v�;�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���=�o�u���=�o�o�7���b�m���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v���0�;�7�v��

�-�|���!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v�����o�b�m�|�:

7 ���;�-�u�m���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;���-�|���!�‹�;�����b�;�u���=�u�o�l���b�m�|�;�u�r�u�;�|�b�ˆ�;��
�v�b�]�m�v���o�m���|�_�;�����1�|�o�r�†�v�����-�u�7�;�m���$�u�-�b�t�:

8 Spot all the colours of the rainbow in the sponge gardens 
under Blairgowrie Pier.

9 �"�;�-�u�1�_���=�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���l�-�u�b�m�;���-�m�b�l�-�t���;�l�0�t�;�l�7���|�_�;���)�;�;�7�‹��
�"�;�-�7�u�-�]�o�m�7���-�|�����o�u�|�v�;�-�����b�;�u�:���$�_�;���l�-�t�;���v�;�-�7�u�-�]�o�m���1�-�u�u�b�;�v��

eggs on his long tail until the babies are ready to hatch.

ILLUSTRATION: NICOLE MERTENS

MAP: NICOLE MERTENS

Great Victorian Fish Count
�
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v���‰�b�|�_���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]���1�-�m���0�;��
�l�-�u�b�m�;���0�b�o�t�o�]�b�v�|�v���=�o�u���|�_�;���7�-�‹���0�‹���|�-�h�b�m�]���r�-�u�|���b�m��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���l�-�u�b�m�;���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���;�ˆ�;�m�|�7��

�|�_�;�����u�;�-�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���
�b�v�_�����o�†�m�|�:

Safety first snorkelling
���t�‰�-�‹�v���u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u���|�o���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���v�-�=�;�|�‹��
�o�m���=�-�l�b�t�‹���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;�v�:�����-�h�;���v�†�u�;���|�_�;��
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���-�u�;���v�†�b�|�-�0�t�;���=�o�u���‹�o�†�u���=�-�l�b�t�‹�=�v��
�-�0�b�t�b�|�b�;�v�7���‹�o�†���_�-�ˆ�;���1�o�l�r�;�|�;�m�|���v�†�r�;�u�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m��
�-�|���-�t�t���|�b�l�;�v�7���-�m�7���7�o�m�]�|���=�o�u�]�;�|���|�o���1�_�;�1�h��
local weather conditions.

���=���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]���b�v���m�;�‰���|�o���‹�o�†�u���=�-�l�b�t�‹�7���‰�;���v�†�]�]�;�v�|���]�o�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���-���v�m�o�u�h�;�t��
tour operator. They'll provide the gear, expertise and training you 
�m�;�;�7���=�o�u���-���]�u�;�-�|���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;�:�����t�†�v���|�_�;�‹�]�t�t���v�_�-�u�;���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���v�|�o�u�b�;�v���-�m�7��
�=�-�1�|�v���-�0�o�†�|���t�o�1�-�t���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;�:���+�o�†���1�-�m���=�b�m�7���-���t�b�v�|���o�=���v�m�o�u�h�;�t���|�o�†�u��
�o�r�;�u�-�|�o�u�v���u�;�]�b�v�|�;�u�;�7���‰�b�|�_�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�|���r�-�u�h�v�:�ˆ�b�1�:�]�o�ˆ�:�-�†�F�t�|�o

To get involved, visit  
vnpa.org.au/ fish-count

�	�o�‰�m�t�o�-�7���o�†�u���=�†�t�t���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���)�b�t�7���
�-�l�b�t�b�;�v��
activity sheets and wildlife colouring-in 

sheets at vnpa.org.au/wild-families

WILDfamilies

�� PARKwatch �‹���	�������������!���‘�•�‘�”���� #302 ��PARKwatch �‹���	�������������!���‘�•�‘�”���� #302



Deirdre 
Slattery 

DEIRDRE SLATTERY�������"���������������������������$�$���	��
�(�������������������!�������	�����������!���&�"���"�&�������!�$���!��
�
���!�����(���!���’�”���+�����!�"�:���"�������"�����!���"�������!���"�$���!�+

�����‰�-�v���0�o�u�m���b�m�����r�u�b�t���•�–�“�u�7���v�o�����=�l���-���ˆ�;�u�‹���;�-�u�t�‹�����-�0�‹�����o�o�l�;�u�:�����m��
�|�_�;���v�•���‹�;�-�u�v���v�b�m�1�;�7���l�‹���t�b�=�;���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|�t�‹���v�_�-�r�;�7���0�‹��
�|�_�;���b�7�;�-�v���(���������_�-�v���1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m�;�7���v�b�m�1�;���b�|�v���o�‰�m���0�b�u�|�_���b�m���•�–�”�‘�:��
���m�f�o�‹�l�;�m�|���o�=���o�†�u���†�m�b�t�†�;���-�m�7���u�;�l�-�u�h�-�0�t�;���0�†�v�_���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;��
�0�;�v�|���|�_�b�m�]�v���-�0�o�†�|���t�b�=�;���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���-�m�7���|�_�-�|���b�=���l�o�u�;���r�;�o�r�t�;��
�h�m�;�‰���l�o�u�;���-�0�o�†�|���b�|�7���b�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���;�-�v�b�;�u���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�:���$�_�-�|�=�v���‰�_�‹��
�����t�;�=�|���l�o�m�;�‹���|�o���(���������b�m���l�‹���)�b�t�t�7���v�o���|�_�;�‹���1�-�m���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o��
push for better protection of the places I love. 

�$�_�;���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;���|�o���‰�_�b�1�_�������‰�-�v���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���-�v���-���1�_�b�t�7���‰�-�v���l�b�Š�;�7�:��
�
�u�o�l���l�‹���]�u�-�m�7�=�-�|�_�;�u�7���-�m�����-�v�|�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7���=�-�u�l�;�u�7�������t�;�-�u�m�;�7��
�_�o�‰���|�o���h�b�t�t���-���v�m�-�h�;�7���|�_�-�|���)�o�l�0�-�|�v���‰�;�u�;���ˆ�;�u�l�b�m���-�m�7���v�_�;�;�r��
�‰�;�u�;���|�_�;���1�;�m�|�u�;���o�=���t�b�=�;�:�����m���|�_�;���o�|�_�;�u���_�-�m�7�7���	�-�7�=�v���b�7�;�-���o�=���-��
�]�o�o�7���l�o�u�m�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;���=�-�u�l���‰�-�v���|�o���|�-�h�;���_�b�v���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���1�_�b�t�7�u�;�m��
�K���‰�b�|�_���-�m���-�r�r�t�;���b�m���o�m�;���r�o�1�h�;�|���-�m�7���v�o�l�;�|�b�l�;�v���-���0�t�o�1�h���o�=��
�1�_�o�1�o�t�-�|�;���b�m���|�_�;���o�|�_�;�u���K���|�o���1�t�b�l�0���|�_�;�����b�t�t�����-�7�7�o�1�h�7���b�m�v�r�;�1�|��
�|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���_�o�t�;�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���†�m�7�;�u�v�|�o�u�;�‹�7���-�m�7���t�o�o�h���=�o�u���v�b�]�m�v���o�=��
wildlife as we went. 

���‹���=�-�|�_�;�u���‰�-�v���-���|�;�-�1�_�;�u���-�m�7���h�;�;�m���0�b�u�7���‰�-�|�1�_�;�u�7���-�m�7���l�‹��
�l�o�|�_�;�u���‰�-�v���-�m���;�Š�r�;�u�|���o�m���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|�v�:�����v���‰�;���l�o�ˆ�;�7���-�1�u�o�v�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���=�o�u���	�-�7�]�v���‰�o�u�h�7���‰�;���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�7���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;��
�‰�-�‹�:���)�;���r�b�1�m�b�1�h�;�7���-�m�7���u�o�1�h�r�o�o�t���u�-�l�0�t�;�7���-�|�����o�u�|�����-�l�r�0�;�t�t��
�-�m�7�����r�o�t�t�o�����-�‹�7���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;�7���|�_�;�����u�-�l�r�b�-�m�v�F���-�u�b�‰�;�u�7���-�m�7��
�|�_�;���ˆ�o�t�1�-�m�b�1���_�b�t�t�v���-�u�o�†�m�7�����-�l�r�;�u�7�o�‰�m�7���=�o�†�m�7�����0�o�u�b�]�b�m�-�t��
�l�b�7�7�;�m�v���-�m�7���v�;�-�u�1�_�;�7���=�o�u���r�-�r�;�u���m�-�†�|�b�t�†�v���v�_�;�t�t�v���-�|���)�u�;�1�h��
���;�-�1�_���b�m�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7�:�����|���+�-�u�u�-�‰�o�m�]�-���‰�;���h�m�;�‰���-���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹��
officer who was regenerating Murray Pine in exclosure plots 
in the Warby Ranges, and we played in snow for the first 
�|�b�l�;���-�|�����o�†�m�|�����†�=�=�-�t�o�:��

The Land Conservation Council Study for East Gippsland 
�|�_�-�|���l�‹���r�-�u�;�m�|�v���r�†�u�1�_�-�v�;�7���-�7�7�;�7���v�o���l�†�1�_���ˆ�-�t�†�;���|�o���|�_�;��

�r�t�-�1�;�v���b�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�������t�o�ˆ�;�7�7���-�m�7���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���l�;���|�o���|�_�;���b�7�;�-���o�=��
�v�1�b�;�m�1�;���0�;�b�m�]���r�-�u�|���o�=���-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���t�-�m�7�:���!�;�-�7�b�m�]���	�b�1�h��
���o�_�m�v�o�m�=�v��The Alps at the Crossroads �v�b�l�b�t�-�u�t�‹���-�t�;�u�|�;�7���l�;���|�o��
the need for protection. Both were foundations of the idea 
�|�_�-�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�|�b�o�m���1�-�m���0�u�b�m�]���]�o�o�7���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v���=�o�u��
�m�-�|�†�u�;�7���b�=���b�|�=�v���=�o�†�m�7�;�7���o�m���v�o�†�m�7���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;��
�b�m���|�_�-�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:��

���m���•�–�v�v�7�������v�1�o�u�;�7���|�_�;���f�o�0���o�=���l�‹���7�u�;�-�l�v�9���"�1�_�o�o�t�v�����7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m��
���=�=�b�1�;�u���b�m���|�_�;���|�_�;�m���	�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|���o�=�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7���
�o�u�;�v�|�v��
�-�m�7�����-�m�7�v�7���l�-�b�m�t�‹���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�m�]���|�;�-�1�_�;�u�v���-�0�o�†�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:��
���ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���m�;�Š�|���=�b�ˆ�;���‹�;�-�u�v�7�������t�;�-�u�m�;�7���-���ˆ�-�v�|���-�l�o�†�m�|���-�0�o�†�|��
�‰�u�b�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���=�u�o�l�����_�b�t�����m�]�-�l�;�t�t�v���-�m�7�����b�1�_�-�;�t��
���o�‰�;�v�7���-�m�7���1�-�l�;���|�o���v�_�-�u�;���|�_�;�b�u���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���=�o�u���0�o�|�_���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���(�������:�������-�t�v�o���0�;�1�-�l�;���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m��
Alps, which led by lengthy pathways in both public and 
�r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�b�=�;���|�o���l�‹���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]��Australian Alps National Parks and to 
�l�;�;�|�b�m�]���b�m�|�;�u�v�|�-�|�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���‰�b�|�_���v�h�b�t�t���-�m�7���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���t�b�h�;�����u�-�;�l�;��
�)�o�u�0�o�‹�v�7���‰�b�|�_���‰�_�o�l�������‰�u�o�|�;��Kosciuszko: A Great National 
Park.  

���=�l���r�u�o�†�7���|�_�-�|�����=�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���-���(���������l�;�l�0�;�u���=�o�u���’�”���‹�;�-�u�v���-�m�7��
�‰�-�v���-�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u���=�o�u���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���|�;�m�:�������-�t�v�o���v�;�u�ˆ�;�7���o�m���|�_�;��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v�����7�ˆ�b�v�o�u�‹�����o�†�m�1�b�t���=�o�u���|�;�m���‹�;�-�u�v���-�m�7���‰�-�v�����_�-�b�u��
�o�=���|�_�;���!�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�����u�;�-�v�����7�ˆ�b�v�o�u�‹�����o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�:�������_�o�r�;���|�_�-�|��
�-�t�t���|�_�;�v�;���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�o�m�v�7���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���|�;�-�1�_�b�m�]��
�-�0�o�†�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���b�m���_�b�]�_��
schools and at La Trobe University, have 
�l�-�7�;���-���v�l�-�t�t���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�:����

For more information on including a gift 
for nature in your Will, visit vnpa.org.au/
support/gifts-in-wills
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Costin, both aged 

in their late 80s, 
���o�v�1�b�†�v�Œ�h�o��
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7��
�
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 �Ç Billy Buttons in a Tall Alpine 
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GRAEME WORBOYS COLLECTION
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