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< uraw 1o Welp our wildlife on those extra hot days. %

How do kangaroos cope with hot weather? What job do the black tips of an Emu’s feathers have

a. They find shade during the hottest parts of the day in hot weather?
b. They pant like a dog a. To cool it down b. To ward off flies
c.

They lick their forearms to cool through evaporation C.

All of the above!

It's a summer fashion statement!
d.

How do vertically hanging leaves help beat the heat?
What is the reason for a possum to be on the ground
during daylight hours in hot weather?
a. Having a nap b. Suffering heat stress
c. Getting a tan d. Looking for a mate

What is ‘aestivation' and how does it help amphibians
cope with hot weather?

Who should you call if you find a heat stressed Grey-
headed Flying Fox?

— -
What can you do to help wildlife on hot days? a. No one, you can help the flying fox yourself

a, Putoutshallow containersiof water b. Wildlife Victoria’s Emergency Response Service
b. Pr.owde artificial shade : c. Flying Fox Busters!

c. Mist trees and shrubs with water

d. All of the above!

How is tree hugging beneficial for Koalas on hot days?

Should you try to make a wild animal drink when

True or false, every single type of fungi avoids hot
they're heat stressed?

weather and only pops up its sporing body in Autumn?

Answers on p.38
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consultation, the phase 1 report was
released in August 2022. It provided
e“ u;loll;m7-]bomv |o ;m
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Meanwhile, phase 2 of the EPCE in the Central Highlands. It was finally
considered the future of the Central ust;-v;7 |o |_; rtfOtbl bm 1]o0Oju
- nifighlands. As part of this process, -m7 bm1ltt7;7 u;loll;m7-|bomyv

( o=lolrt;];7 -m bm|;ubl 7; v $igrificant additions to Yarra Ranges

: ; : - Co bom-t -uh -m7 t-u]; =ou;v]| r-t
the Strathbogie Ranges, including a vvi;vvli;m| bm ;1;10;u - |

trial of new tenure called Cultural concluded that This included 68,570 ha of new

I;v;u™;v: | -tvo u;loll;m7;7 Alarge protected area such as a -|7b?.n3;t,'r.-uhv7_v_- * - 0= \:1||7
-|Tu; omv;u"-|bom -uh 0; Inatienalpark is commensurate with -m _- 0= =ou;v| r-uhv

in Mirboo North. Three years later, than expected.

the outstanding natural values of three .
continued over page...
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Nﬁq)v\;a forest logging return?
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Commercial native timber harvesting
7 Thhs tB&BY in Victoria and native

m=oul;l #thbe¥ harveésdng is not an intended

use or value that state forests should

iV, %obtt tbh;t<<kb®managed for. Healthy Forest Plans
; tom] ruolbmyst not jd&lude management of state

forests for native timber harvesting.
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could see native forest logging return
%ob|_ |_; v]juoh;
obvious loopholes that need to be
closed, including:

» Forest Act 1958:enables the issuing
of forest product licences that
bm1ltt7; [bIO;uF%o007: |
I;50_-mbvl Oc %_bl_ =ou;
lom7t1|;7 bm |_; e=vev
west of the state until it ended.
Logging could start again with a
vblrt; bvvtbm] o= tbl;m

 Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) A
1996: this gives exclusive access
to certain areas of the Central
Highlands for pulp.

e ub”-|; t-m7 teni$sralldved
rt-mmbm] vl _;l;v: );=";
[_: Jo suml;m| %b]|_ 7;]
on how this can be changed to stop
new proposals for native forest
logging on private land.

$_ ;Jo";uml;m| v-b7 |_-| <;

will be no further changes to

otfu v|-|; =ou;v|v;= $_
aversion to legislating for national

r
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ybu ]
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u;loll;m7-|bomv bv _-u7 |o

omvb7;ubm] |_; rortt-ub]«
%0; _0r; %obv7ol %btt ru;"-b
Labor trashes their own legacy. If they
want any credibility on ending native
forest logging, they need to close the
loopholes.

And they need to reconsider their
position on nature protection, before
voters head to the polls next year. %

o= -r;m: $_

$bl;tbm; o= r-uhv -m7 ruoj,

= Nov 2019
- Government announces a series of so
3

» called ‘immediate Protected Areas’ (IPAs)

described at the time by then environment
minister as 'the largest environmental
protection plan in our state’s history.

2021
Eminent Panel for Community Engagement
(EPCE) commences phase 1: IPAs.

Aug 2022
Final phase 1 report released on IPAs Strathbogie
Ranges and Mirbao North.

May 2023

Government announces bringing forward end of native forest
logging to 1 January 2024 and taskforce to look at '...areas of
our forests that qualify for protection as National Parks.'

[ ) 2023
EPCE begins phase 2: review. of Central Highlands.

Sept 2023

Jacinta Allen sworn in as new Premier.

Dec 2023
# VEAC produces interim desktop assessment of the
Central Highlands.

Jan—May 2024
EPCE commences community consultation.

April 2024
Great Outdoors Taskforce (GOT) established.

Oct 2024

GOT announces they 'will not be making any
recommendation‘for large-scale changes to land
tenure, including noet creating any new national parks:

IMAGES: VICTORIAN GOVT, JUDE LIZARDSTOMP, JUSTIN CALLY, JAMES,
ELIZABRETH DONOVAN

Late 2024
EPCE Phase 2 final report delivered.

July 2025

At ETU conference, Environment Minister Steve Dimopoulos
declares 'no Great Forest National Park. Premier announces
opening parts of eastern national parks for deer hunting.

Sept 2025
Central west parks legislation enters parliament.

Oct 2025
GOT and EPCE responses released.

Nov 2025
Central west parks legislation passes parliament.
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Wildlife Act review falls on deaf ears

498, JORDAN CROOK, perpetrators received: one person was rtfotbl t-|; om - ub7-< -=|;umoom bm
«..fﬁ: | $&! =bm;7 j'77¢¢ -m7 f-bt;7 =ou «I'|@O<u ‘«“"9 - |-1|b1 fotum-tbv|v u;=;u . .
,t@* CAMPAIGNER for this offence. This was, however, [o -v <|-hbm] of| |_; ut00bv_:= Halry—leaf Trlggerplant N
-, f |_; =buv| 1fv|jo7b-t vim|;m1l;~3ouzhbitb@dt; |-7; vtolbvvbomyv -t . (
) 3 '& wildlife in Victoria. to the process, and attended and Sty“d'um armerI$UbSp '
The Wildlife Act bm b|v 1tuu;m| =pauitigated in hearings. Yet the = o o
bC) $ now 50 years old. Since its creation, tt-m o";uml;m|=v u;vromv; |0 |_; pIIOS|fOI|um
) $7 &% " " $|_; _ftl-mrortt-|bom o= (blpgdbtl;mV-|bomv -u; Tm7;u% _;tlbm]:
ACHIEVES ANYTHING Juo%m -tlov| =otuJ=0t7 =udi_sx#u; 7bvibvvb™; o= I-mc 1utlb-t b| - to] o= oftu m-|b"; rt-m|v7 b|=
Ibttbom bm «—+” |0 0" ;u « |bchanges reeded fo protect wildlife in /' -1-Ebm] -7-r|-[bomv [_-| I-h; |_;l;
otto%bm] |_; Jut;vol; 7bnthishaka century, habitats Victonia. fascinating.
of over 300 slaughtered Wedge- have been destroyed, increasing ;vrbl; |_; vluom] =bm7bm]v o= |_; $_; -buddt;-= $ub]];urt-m|[=v ;m|bu; _o
tailed Eagles in East Gippsland in interactions between people and r-m;t7 |_; Jo;umlb;m| u;f;1];7 (blfloub-=v 1;m|u-t %;v|: [=v vjuom]_
“e‘e7 |_:;m ;m"buoml;m| Ibmb%Qt7tbt;: $_;u;=v -tvo O;;ml-mr_Ld];Jem;7:7 u;=oulv: )bt7tb=; ;-v|] -1;7om !-m]iv m;-u -uubmjo -m7
= |lQuovbo lollbvvbom;7 - utoBtwmbic -||b|t7;v |[o om; o Lldoyby v-b7 <:::]Jo";uml;m| u;vromv; -m7 bm |_; «<u;[; '-m]; bm |_; m;% )ol0
(b 1] o uMildiife Act 1975. love and care for native wildlife. This bmv|;-7 _-v =oltvv;7 t-u];tc om vol; -|lbom-t -uh:
A chorus of voices across the state, was a point explicitly noted in the usJtt-louc tr7-|;v -m7 lolrtb-m1; &mtbh; | _; lou; 1ollom u-vv (Sylwigmurt-
including VNPA, were appalled at review report. U-_I_;_U -I_-m I_-; u;=oul l{;thU§7:_ -m7 graminifolium) | _-| 1-m 0; =otm7 %b|_ -tlov
| 3 7;-1_v o= vt1_I-f;vibl -mbjutvb||bm] om mtl;uotv ;Lﬁ-“b<u’oum\1f91. Vi _-v =-bt;7 Jo |-h; | [o "ju< 7;;r rbmh =to%;,uv7 |_; -bu<Jt;
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viOov;tt;m| vt-r om |_; %o ub Wildlife Actreview was released to the |u-mv-ou|-|_bom Oof_ uilollim7;7 vV [_; m-1; vt]l;v|v7 b|=v ]Jo| _-buc< t;-"
by the Expert Advisory Panel and tr b| h:;r 100t bm =-but< _-uv_ lom?7 _ .
. -Ovotf|;tcu;ttbu;7 |o ruo|;1| otu = n = = NATER : !
b L soils. . =
.‘\ V % bt7tb=::= C -bu<Jt;-= $ub]paAvID FRANGES/FLICKR
’ bh;)ol_;u |ubbh]];urt-n;)|v]7 b|] -v tl)loml)31$<ju|rtﬁ)4]J'u.© i%)ot%éol;r#vbv I-7: tr 0= 0o|_ I-t: -m7
i i i %0 1_ -u; t ; - vrubm]Jto-7;7 |u-r: )_Sm - " " = — T T
Protected invasive species t-m7v om |_;17 |_; 1;m|u-t 1ottim rorv B4 U2 gl‘l P, pgd-mv Pv|-lim -m7 v|b]I-Q:
m blrou|-m| -u;- m;;7;7 |o =tu|_;u | ; =to%o;u -m7 % _-1hv |_; _tmJu< bmv$l]: ®; % bmm;|uj-tb%;v| r-uhv %btt ruo|;1| -bu:
protect our wildlife and habitats is covered in a good dose of pollen to carry offto the next ~ $ub]];urt-m|v -m7 vo |-m< o|_;u bmlu;7b0t; %
[_; u;lo”™-t o= =;u-t 7;;u =uol |_; flower. that live in the area. "
wildlife Act -v - <ruo];1[;7 ]-1;
vr;lb;v:= +;] |_; ]Jo";uml;m| _-v
7:1b7;7 |o I-bm|-bm |_; v]|-|fv tto7

despite widespread confusion and

“utviu-|bom -001] % « 7::u u:i-bm |_;VVildlife Act review falls on deaf earscont...

only invasive species protected under .

nature laws. ;S-Irt;7 =1;t Ou;-hakd;-ubmd Blb|v om t-u]l;Jvl-t; %o
-m7 _ot7;uv Itv] 1om|bmt; |o -rrt« toor_ot; to]]bm]Q bm +-uu- Du]nbm] Jo v|-Ir of| 1]
lo lom|uot =;u-t 7;;u Oc¢ |u-rrbm]: u bm ~IPom-t -uh 7ivjuo<7 -m1hgeding practices.

vol; 1-v;v 1-m=| 1lom|uot =;u-t 7;;u -| |usiv -m7 hbtt;7 -] t;-v| om; lét-)an%'lﬁt ;;rbm] luolc
tt: o] :;u7 7;vrb|; 7-1-]bm] lo-v|-t Endangered Greater Glider. pets.
% 007t-m7v -m7 %o;|t-m7Vv7 u;l-bm . " _ . .
protected on public and privatleland. Some positive Changes’ but b]mb—bl-m| bm ,v||,_rr.1|\
who enforces them? -7, 10 - Mm% %bt7tb=; _
; <-0u-17 -m7 Ju-mj|v =ou
An independent regulator |_su1_-ml;v bm1tf7; bmlisres/Graf@inkiude vet outreach,
$ :v:;lom7 m;1l;vv-u< u;=oul %-v -m7 f-bt |b_|,_-V %o Lt -V mlﬁo_ﬁﬂ—_rm}yﬁ{bm] lo _:tr 0t
|_; m;;7 =ou |_; ==bl; o= |_; $_ivi u-m]; =uol 7;viutlibom 03 _oiio%bm] ;1 u]
omv;u“-|bom !;]tt-Jou P !Q |o _-0b|-| -m7 =;;7bm] -mbl-tv_bm 'a step in the right Y
be established as an ‘Independent %o bt7 |0 %obt7tb=; |u-::b1h£ﬂ%sﬁ ) ,a,g\}: | ?
-m7 vjutl|fu-ttc vir-u-|: u:]tt-Jou=7 also afit-and-proper persons test for irection o support volunteer
ot|vb7; o= |_; :r-ujl;m|] o= m;u]«<7 people who own wildlife. wildlife carers.
m-buoml;m| -m7 tbl-[; 1|bom These changes have been needed T %b|_ -tt |_;v; IT1_Jn
P Q: =ou I-m«< <;-uv -m7 -u; ]o o fegabaharges, who will enforce
V % ;=" viim oTiu | r-v| =:% vi;rv: |_;u l_-m];v bm1tt7a; 915 )b|_ |_; ! -tu;-7«
<;-uv7 |_; ! bv tm-0t; |o u;]tt-]|; e m tr7-];7 tbl;milbm] vevfUs¥¥fiu; =uol |_; v-1hbn
ou;v| bu; -m-];I;m]| (bl|loub-=v %obt7tb=; %b|_ 1olrt;S mMFFvfm 1[o0;u '«*“7 bj
or;u-lbomv P% bl _vb|v %b|_bm Q7v “;molotv vm-h;v -m7 |bewhhesa new offences will be
%ob|_ 7;7-v|-|bm] lomv;tt;ml;v: ou thbE-u7v: enforced or overseen. "%

C );71;J|-bt;7 -MURIEBOYLE

PARKwvatch <« DECEMBER 2025 #302 PARKwvatch « DECEMBER 2025 #302



NEWSupdates NEWSupdates

om]| v_oo|4 -uhv or,m;7 ftr |[o _tm|bm] reepenaent oy [ ¢ I Thum R

SKILLS
—110Tm|—0btb|< Zou ] LEADERSHIP +HEALING

“;uml

be able to hold public hearings and 2 T TG
$ &" five shooting-related injuries since &"$! =" 1"$ $! $+ tt;vibom Ilbmbv|;uv |o I-h; \ TREATY - POWER
g 2008, including incidents in the Alpine A welcome amendment $) 1" $ " -u; 7;tb*;ubm] =ou buv| ;o GENERATioNs o
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Protecting nature on private land

SARAH BRUGLER AND

BENJAMIN J RICHARDSON to

to, doing so. Landowners are joining
1-t -m721-u; ruoJu-lv7 u;rt-mjbm]

beach have neat, perfectly

Moon Snall

! ! $ 1$ $ shelterbelts and riparian habitat. uotm?7 _ot;v bm |_;lI
| ww " | -ul;uv -u; r-u|blbr-|bm] bm |_; 1-uOom s $ _:v; -u;m=]| |_; %ouh
: $ ! l-uh;| Jo 7b";uvb=<|_;bu bmlol; -m7 Genus ConUber o= -1-7 0;-1_1010;u
$1 3 $ 8" l-mc< mo% ;m]-1; bm m-[fu-t 1-rb]- %ob|_ - 7Tubtt K |_;c=u; |_;
($ -11o0tm|bm] =u-l;%o0uhv P% _bil_ _;tr YoT hmo% |_ov; v-tv- ; & r;ul-m;m]| [-uh t;=| =uol
l[;-vtu; -m7 u;rou|l om ;m buoml;m]|- shaped, gelatinous blobs you 1@ 1 voimapr CJoom vm-btsv li-tr $_ i«
|=v - 1ub|bl-t |[bl; |o ];| |0[, u=oul-m1;Q: $_;u;]v -tvo - m; %o V;; %-v_;7 tr om |_; O; A trail the sandy shallows in
landowners involved in nature -|lbom-t -|tu; IE ;r-bu -uh;| % _bl_ $ ;< -u;m=| f;tt<=bv_ K v;-ul_ o= - 1t-17 -mo|_;u vm-bt7 ou
conservation. Threatened -va |]o ;mlotu-]; lou; t-m70% m;uv ;11 v-1v o= loom vm-btVvi - 1u-0: m1l; - "bl|bl bv =otTm77 |_;
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articipgte in private land

Specifically, they belong to * vm-bt t-|1_;v om tvbm] b|v viuom]7

underrepresented in our reserve conservation. vr;lb;v =uol |_; ]:mtv . =oo0]: $_;£n? bl ;S1luifiv imE«liv -m7
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More than 600 Critically Endangered Spotted Tree

$ Frogs (Dryopsophus spencerihave joined wild
populations in the Kiewa River. This Zoos Victoria
conservation breeding program aims to boost numbers
and genetic diversity after 50% of the frog’s Victorian
habitat was severely burnt in the 2019-20 bushfires.

Biologists from Zoos Victoria and Wild Research

I released 265 one-year-old frogs, following a 2024

' release of 300 tadpoles and 70 juvenile frogs. So far
more than half of those released have been found again.

Spotted Tree Frogs grow to about 6¢cm long and are well
camouflaged with their vivid green spotty skin. They
live in mountain streams between Victoria’s Central

I8N GLAREY

“rol|;7 $u;;

¢

headlamps, looking for frog eyes reflecting back and
listening out for calls. Even though the frogs were
individually marked (with a skin clip on their toe),
finding them again could be challengingA

Read more atzoo.org.au/fighting-extinction/local-
threatened-species/spotted-tree-frog
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C )ol0-| ovv-BAYIE OSBORNE

C "of|_;um u;-|;uGANEZ OSBGRNE "ty I [IDSBORNE

THREATENED WILDLIFE
Western Burrowing Crayfish, Platypus, Musk Duck, Grey
Goshawk, Little Eagle, Square-tailed Kite, Powerful Owl,
Barking Owl, Sooty Owl, Gang-gang Cockatoo, Blue-winge
Parrot, Swift Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Hooded
Robin, Speckled Warbler, Diamond Firetail, Brush-tailed
Phascogale, Common Dunnart, Southern Greater Glider,
Mountain Skink, Growling Grass Frog, Golden Sun Moth

THREATENED PLANTS

Brown Treecreeper, Eastern Bent-winged Bat, Sticky Wattl
Dwarf Silver-wattle, Spotted Hyacinth-orchid, Wiry Bossiaeg
Black Gum, Brooker’s Gum, Yarra Gum, Clover Glycine,
Creeping Grevillea, Basalt Peppercress, Hairy Beard-heath
Austral Tobacco, Dense Mint-bush, Tangled Pseudanthus,
Swamp Bush-pea, Fragrant Saltbush, One-flower Early
Nancy, Western Pellitory, Southern Blue-gum, Golden Bus
pea, Pale Swamp Everlasting, Wombat Bush-pea, Small
Sickle Greenhood, Brock Knawel, Tiny Violet, Fuzzy New
Holland Daisy, Bacchus Marsh Wattle, Large-leaf Cinnamo
wattle, Grey Scentbark, Tasman Fan-fern, Wombat Bossiae
Werribee Blue-box, Canary Dermocybe, Orange Dermocyb

DETAILS
> Wurundijeri,
Dja Dja Wurrung
& Wadawurrung
Country

E 44,700 ha

SIGNIFICANCE
Largest intact forest between
Grampians (Gariwerd) and
eastern highlands.

Protects headwaters of six
major rivers.

ACTIVITIES

Bushwalking, camping, 4WD
mountain biking, fishing.

PARKvatch <« DECEMBER 2025 #302 C otbO0-m !'b™;u7 )ol0-|J ;u7;u7;u] SANDWSOHELTEMA G

DETAILS

> Eastern Maar
& Djab Wurrung
Country

E 5,300 ha

THREATENED WILDLIFE

Lewin’s Rail, Little Eagle, Square-tailed Kite, Powerful Owl,
Blue-winged Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Speckled
Warbler, Brush-tailed Phascogale

THREATENED PLANTS

Brown Treecreeper, Wiry Bossiaea, Yarra Gum, Tight
Bedstraw, Shiny Tea-tree, One-flower Early Nancy, Colourful
Spider-orchid, Deane’s Wattle, Dwarf Boronia, Grampians
Bitter-pea, Large-fruit Yellow-gum, Mount Cole Grevillea,
Orange Billy-buttons, Slender Fireweed, Penny-leaf Flat-pea

SIGNIFICANCE
Protects headwaters
of Wimmera River and
tributaries.

Wildlife hotspot with old-
growth gullies and dry ridges.

ACTIVITIES

Bushwalking, birdwatching,
camping, 4WD, mountain
biking; features the popular
multi-day Beeripmo Walk.
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C «<u;m;;v TDEABI NICOLLE/INATURALIST

C Lace Monitor
GREG DRYBURGH

C ubv|t< Tv JOHN-EIGHLER

DETAILS

M Wadawurrung,
Dja Dja Wurrung,
Wotjobaluk, Djab
Wurrung & Eastern
Maar Country

E 15,126 ha
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THREATENED WILDLIFE

Platypus, Little Eagle, Powerful Owl, Swift Parrot, Hooded
Robin, Southern Whiteface, Speckled Warbler, Painted
Honeyeater, Diamond Firetail, Lace Monitor

THREATENED PLANTS

Brown Treecreeper, Buloke, Clover Glycine, Bristly Bush-
pea, Tucker’'s Spear-grass, Squat Picris, Late-flower Flax-lil
Pyrenees Gum

btt7

SIGNIFICANCE

Protects Avoca and
Wimmera catchments,
reducing erosion and
improving water quality.
Safeguards 15,000 ha of
forest habitat.

ACTIVITIES

Bushwalking, scenic viewing,
4WD.

C )_buu-h;; )- BEC SBHWINGHAMMER

C bmhJ|-bt;7 )oulINDREBANE G
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bm );ttv=0lOHN Q] G

<u;m;;vDAIDDATNALL-uh G

DETAILS

E 7,100 haadded
to Bendigo Regional
Park

C );ttv=ou7 ou;v|7

;m7b]o ISTWARMFRASERh G

THREATENED WILDLIFE

Little Eagle, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Square-tailed Kite,
Swift Parrot, White-throated Needletail, Hooded Robin,
Crested Bellbird, Grey-crowned Babbler, Chestnut-rumped

Heathwren, Speckled Warbler, Diamond Firetail, Brush-taile
Phascogale, Pink-tailed Worm-Lizard, Lace Monitor, Brown
Toadlet

THREATENED PLANTS

Brown Treecreeper, Ausfeld’s Wattle, Bent-leaf Wattle,
Whirrakee Wattle, Buloke, Clover Glycine, Small-leaf
Goodenia, Sand Rush, Dainty Phebalium, Sikh’s Whiskers,
Crimson Sun-orchid, Inland Red-tip Greenhood, Southern
Swainson-pea, Dwarf Cassinia

)

T

N

SIGNIFICANCE

One of Victoria's largest and
best Box-Ironbark forests.
Important to the network

of forests around Bendigo
and in linking them with the
Campaspe River to the east.

ACTIVITIES

Bushwalking, biking, bird-
watching, camping.
Protects scar trees, artefact
scatters and First Nations
cultural sites

PARKwvatch <« DECEMBER 2025 #302



& ! campaigns

C Superb Lyrebird

C u;-|;u thb7;u bm bubGsDCKABY_

C tmlb bm

buOoo oul_

DETAILS
X Gunai Kurnai
Country

E approx 440
ha
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THREATENED WILDLIFE

Southern Greater Glider, South Gippsland Burrowing
Crayfish, Lace Monitor, Powerful Owl, Superb Lyrebird
THREATENED PLANTS

Rush Lily, Strzelecki Gum

B

\‘/

0 MRRASERVE ODUR FORESTS MIRBOO NORTH

DETAILS

> Wurundijeri
& Taungurung
Country

——

E 2,532 ha

SIGNIFICANCE

This tall wet forest is a vital
refuge in an area heavily
cleared for agriculture and
plantations.

ACTIVITIES

Bushwalking, birdwatching,
geocaching.

The Lyrebird Forest Walk is a
moderate one and a half hou
bushwalk through the park.

E ufv_J|-bt;7 _-vio]-t; 1-t]_| om 1-1;u-

THREATENED WILDLIFE

Little Eagle, Powerful Owl, Blue-winged Parrot, Brush-tailed
Phascogale, Tufted Club-sedge

bm

SIGNIFICANCE

00 - % Important habitat corridor
connecting central west for
ests to Macedon and beyond
Protects Campaspe River
tributaries, improves stream
health and reduces erosion.

ACTIVITIES
Bushwalking, biking,
climbing, orienteering.

Significant Aboriginal
heritage sites, and joint
management with Traditional
Owners

DETAILS
> Dja Dja Wurrung Country
E 2,714 ha
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Protecting the
legacy &
future of
national parks
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A Roadside grassland clearing on Castle Carey Rd,

m;-u ou|t-h;7 -<ADRIANGJARSHALL
AR ES$ ;tt-thj« -m7 ;S|;m| o=
vegetation can be difficult to see in
this grassland in western Victoria in

rt-m| lou|-tb|<7 -m7 %;;7 bm~-vbom rubt Pt;=|Q -=[;u - 0fum lolr
pathways. ;1;10;u PO;t0%Q bm =ttt =tou
BEN ZEEMAN
With state and federal funding, the
bm;-u !';v;u™;v uof;1| _-v I-7
significant progress in surveying
roadside conservation values, and
I-hbm] 1utlb-t bm=oul-|bom rt0tb1ltc«
accessible through the VVP Linear
Reserves Planning Portal. However,
viOov|-m|b-t ];0]Ju-r_bl ]-rv u;l-bm7
u-rb7 -vv;vvl;m|v ruo"b7; omtc«
general guidance rather than definitive  native grassland is absent or can
conservation status, and data [ot;u-]; 1-u;=*tt I-m-];1;m]:
1;m|u-tbv-|bom u;ttbu;v om]gpmﬂ /o/ouéwl vvb~: violhbm]
and funding. ;v -m7 vjolh -11;vv |o tt-tb|c
olru;_;mvb”™; I-rrbm] o= UOg?asblé'ridsduringSpring,inwet
conservation values is essential for conditions or for extended periods
effective protection strategies. 1-tv;v r;ul-m;m]| 7-1-];: !;]bom-t
1t1tt-1b™; blr-1|]v 1-m 0; v;"bdruo”;I;m|v: $_bv bmltt7;v ru

More carrots, more sticks ‘ulb|v v_ott7 0; I-m7-Jouc £8tp1< 7;7torl;m|7 viu-|;]b1

tuu;m| ;m=oul;l;m| I;1_-mb¥lwo-7vb7; Ju-Ebm]7 % b|_requahonpardoagipnal solutions
-u; 7:lomv|u-0t< bm-7:tf-|::reflecting the nuanced relationship ;m]-]bm] tol-t loIITmblb;v:
ol-t Jo™;uml;m]|v t-1h vT::kQIbﬁfm|m Ju-Ebm] blr-1|v -m§ 0;m;=pivVio= | ; omv;u"-|bom
resourcingtofulﬁlthelrrespon5|b|I|t|es ;ulb| 1olrtb-ml; u;ttbu;v 10@1“@‘{&1]“# 'Q u,ru;v;mlv -m 00
) ) effectively. ;m:oul;l;m| ) bt 7uot]_I| candidate to lead this effort, but
( $1 1" &" tu Ju-vvt-m7v -u; |_; "bExTv;b=];mlc ";_blt; -11;vv 1-m]]| u_-rv lov|] Toml;umbm] bv (zlm7t7)|tl)olmv -nt;n7 —-L-Jllu _-Lga?v usv 77b|bom t usvotul:v
P roou I-m-];1;m|7 bm-7;t16}; 1olruolbv;7: )bt7tb=; v|ubh; %b7:vru;-7 7bvu;]-u7 =ou vl- olr-vvbom-|; 1omvbflsbROMAnced powers. The
land b
| wn " ym=oul;l;m| -m7 y<v| Ib1l =- bafunv|bom -m7 =bu; ubvh u;7t1l|lbom -gd4=;m1:v7 7;vrb|; |_;bu 1T|qr(-i:C|rsgrassan S cannot be <:m=oul:-Ot: Tm7,u| hbm]= blrc
e ¢ -luovv Itt|brt; t;";tv o= Jo ;dmTkipblom-t I-m-];l;m| ru;vvtu;v: bir- 1| $ : uivtt|bm] 7:vr- baacwﬁqwhenalternatlveseXIst Mo ulou O¢ | | 7:lomv|u-|;v
| | e andlndustryW|thonIy05%of $ ; h;<tb;v mo| bm ;tblbm-|bm] |_ conservationists, who increasingly Sr- m7 7 ;7t1-lbom ;==oulv,lfvl. t I'm| o= ;::'1|b“ bm|:u”;
! ' 7! '$ oubJbm-t _-0b|-| u;l-bmbm] -1L1gkt“_b v 0tf| bm I-hbm] viu: -tt -0-m7o0om u;roulbm] Ibmou bm;rﬁz;ﬁq-|ul7uv ot|vb7; |u- 7b|d)f l Iru: meA 1 -ml: 7'I-m7
DR ADRIAN MARSHALL, YarraRlver/Bl]n;arunlgt70Polrtland7 Vl_hi ot7:uv tTm7;uv|-m7 |_;bu uot;v7 vblm-tv vev|;l =-bttu;: l-m?%]-u | f-|%obouh\T/7|ro| m]|b ]]t?] v =01tv:7 om |_
$$17 I "+ " Tiu< =u m VIUO T UL Urekpdhy Wilities, andtheconservatlon "I-]1; Jo™;uml;m| 1tv] -vvtl; [-UO ou bm7tvijuc ou by
; ; ; ; ) oader'c aIIenge and substantial
$) step toward ecological collapse. “attivo-| v - greater responsibility for these tbh; )oot m7fv|ub;v fv]u- th Votul: 1ollb[l:m|v:
. V|[-|:%b7; ruoOt;lv: 7t1 o}
Death by a thousand cuts Problem of recognition Hlml]u°f,v Uittbu: Sr- mvbom;‘i‘eﬁpratlon is non-negotiable Roadside grassland conservation
LTOU, ! - L
1:m| bm1b7:m|v r- bm| - vI-ulFREIHUM |t 1 tt:m]: thiv bm structuralorgamsatlor_lalt;ha_ngesare ‘U< bmv|- 0= Ju-vvt- m7:a7u:re i It”;;‘éoufs”afegl’uargngrt‘;lg' lbm]
0= om]obm] 7-1-1;: -<7 OgrﬁbslandMentmcatlon “In Winter, Te?essarytoprevlent||nst|tut|on|aJIr | v_ott7 |Ub]] U uittbu;l; mlv QU _ . Il;m|v o= _-0b|-|v |_-] o
. — . C.bus 1ti-ui7 7" hl o= uo-7VRffer burning, or in wet conditions ilouctovv |_-| riuri|t-1;v  high-standard restoration involving ’ ing -
. ] ’ Mm=0u 1 y O Brassland along Castle Carey Road, a 7olbm- |g7 Oc r-v|tu: Ju-vv:v7 destructive practices. seed-based, high diversity plantings defllned oukr)landYSc?/pe \i\mh onlyo_.Si% ;.
-l- m7:u | _ h b m]] lubl; -]-bmv| m-|tu; |_-| _Dblalkble Native arasslands can be $ ; 1tuu;m| vev];l u;th;v |oGb|-"Htt|bI<;-u %o;;7 lomlud‘t’ oY trt?] hoo, tmt1|| -==ou 0
’ |_; Ouo-7;u lubvbv: Tv]| Ao,,@frcunwee@ggbytheumra.ned om rtmbv_I;m| % _bt; b]moultor‘m]bﬂtoubhb]“ruololotv t u udestfycton throug preventable
_ _ . Powercor faced responsibility for 32 :<;: $_bv bm bvbObtb|<7 10l0bm;7 % b |incentives. Landholderswhoprotect m-1b~; v;;7 v_oul-1;v _-lIr;u ?’rltb|7 bm-7;tt-|; I-m-];;m|7 -n
-utbiu [_bv <;-u7 |5 ==p}iy-|; bmv|-m1;v o= uo- Vb 7alrleu bm-7:tt-|: vblm-1:7 1u:-|:v adjacent roadsides deserve recognition restoration efforts. vev] bl =-bttu;v:
o= |_j;a omv;u"-|bom r Tl ] I l; 9
"]‘rt-lo_daP 'Q' bl 0% ulgl! <-u -tom;7 ee hlo=|_ ;- 7-mJ;uotv -vaIr|bom | -] mo|_bm] -Mm7 U;%-u7v: ofmlbtv 7;lomwHbRMT-1-1; bmib7; m|v |§_; vott|bom u;ttbu;v 1loou7bm
%'obl Cti]-tte Ob_m7bm]' rﬁblé Fbmiv| uo-7vb7; ]uwfvalte fs resent. blruo™;7 lolrtb-m1; v_oTt7 w;djBu-|bom bm7tv|uc 7;";torl|mgm -1uovv Jo™;uml;m|7 bm7
- ’ - 4 pecPfofwheatlnwhatcan . . 9 bmlu;-v;7 =tm7bm]: oll;ulbottt7 ];m;u-|; vtOov|-m|b-t ;dmmdldlltmb|< ); m;;7 0;[|;u
tTm7 ul_hbm]_a_ou 7-1- %? olltmb1l |b0m OU, h70% mv
o A qbe described as industrial-scale lolrotm7 | 0t:1: otmibt contracts should favour organisations  and ecological benefits. Seed-based ;7t1-lbom7 viuom];u ;m=oul;l;r
32 locations in western Victoria, ; olrotm?7 |_; ruoOt;l: ofm %b| - 7:lomv|u-|:7 -Obtb]|< !
bm1tt7bm] om |_: -Ibt|on{*#oltafgestruction. 0bo7b”;uvb|< 0==b1;uv I-< hmo% I ; : h quqg'ﬂ-lﬂiém usru;vimiv o-m S rgMBBl; bmi1;m|b";v7 lolru;_;m
and Glenelg highways. This destruction continues through Ju-vvi-m7 ;Sbv|v7 0t] |_bv hmo%t;7]; '--MM m] -m7 Joo7 fu- Ui Obom-t ;lomolc % _ov; Iblirmom]7 -m7 7;7b1-];7 t;-7;uv_
$ : ‘m=oul:-0t: Tm?'UI-hanflh 7-1-1;7 tm-1|_oubv;7 Gti-ibm]Wbto;7 tmt;vv vev|;l-|b1l $_;vi <l-uuo|v= ujru;v;m| Teirr;7 ov| blrou|-m[t<7 %; m;;7 u;lo]
I-_rr;7,-|'v u-I"7b-’|bom’| lotm|t;vv vi-tt;u bmlb7Z,omjvHt|-Jbom olltuv: “;u< %ouh;u potentlaIAf.or.voluntéryconservatlon Wi dac land C that these grasslands represent
v;;7bm’]7 %0;’;7 1om|uot7 |d':p;{t%q|g Y, rRpyesent degth by a operating near potential grassland blruo™;l;m|v: € need a Grassian zar irreplaceable natural heritage
and reporting, internal education, thousand cuts Tor these irreplaceable _-0b|-] u;tfbu;v ;7f1-|bom -00T]| The arazina dilemma Statewide coordination is essential 7:;vi;u"bm] ruo|;1l|bom ;tt-t |o -n
‘m"buoml;m|-t 1olrth-m1; habitats. identification and clear protocols for 9 9 to address behaviours destroying other critical infrastructure.
u;roulbm]7 -7ftv|bm] %couRoadsaﬂegtaSS‘randconservatlon vi;hbm] 5Sriul -vvbv|-m1; % _;m bm lo-7vb7; Ju-Ebm] u;]ft-|bom r@hy;mewm |_; Oubmh o= ;Sgbmi4baMsm bv mo| % _:|_;u %
%o;.| %o;-_l_;u 7-1-1;7 blruo YSbVWb%Obl brr; -t %L Ob Io —. tonf_iupbm] st f and particularch?)llgngis WheGr;%onducted Bulsil:mess as ustuilbhas failed. Effective baﬁogto act, but whether we can -
tErZétZ]nlekzi:Nti)IdlIh:elgn?jn;at;/itgtbtt\ﬂ “inu-p’?\lf- d')kgn-VYOVrTrth]U'l |--b|r}1|-m7--€r‘1j~:-q]s-lu7[f)-h-dv ﬁ?-%rsssfyaguv-- (;_bit: ;Juvxtm\r%wtl r]nuruo ET% Ol_’r|u’rcf}>,esﬂbq m_m;mli;lcx/ululVm-Im—TOIU]Ol:nblv-l T mol Jo: tu Ju-vvt-m7v -
: a ’ SO - : L ’ ’ e > Lo =S = . - SotirffinG on us to get this right.
and increased auditing. flbtb|< lolr-mb;v Ifv]| v;u bly-Lhbu-< -rr;-u lbmou O0t| 1u;-|; | _uot]_ =bu; ubvh u;71t1|boeducatighal cadahity capable
-vv;|v7 | _; m;;7 =bu;0u;-Aywjutl|bom |_uot]_ vobt 1lolr-1|bom7feed provision, particularly where of delivering real on-ground grassyplains.net.au

PARKwvatch <« DECEMBER 2025 #302

PARKwvatch <« DECEMBER 2025 #302



Unwanted Visitors

with Feral Beryl

English Holly

llex aquifolium
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Summer snorkellingv

Sneak a peek at life below the waves
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