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AUSTRALIA’S POLICY COMMITMENT
JOURNEY T0 30X 30

June 2021:

Australia signs up to the High Ambition Coalition for
Nature and People — an intergovernmental group of
countries united by a shared ambition to implement
the global goal of effectively conserving and
managing at least 30 per cent of the world’s land
and oceans by 2030.

July 2022:

The 2021 State of the Environment Report

is released, revealing that Australia’s unique
animal and plant species are under significant
pressure and action is needed quickly to arrest
environmental decline.

30 per cent of Australia’s lands and oceans by 2030,

The Australian Government commits to protecting
at the National Press Club.

October 2022:

The Australian Government launches the 7hreatened
Species Action Plan: Towards Zero Extinctions,
including a commitment to zero new extinctions and
re-confirms its 30x30 commitment.

ministers agree to work collectively to achieve the

Australian state, territory and federal environment
national target of 30x30.~

December 2022:

The Australian Government launches the Nature
Positive Plan, the Government’s response to the
Independent Review of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999,
outlining its pathway for protecting and repairing
Australian nature.

Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD), including Australia, adopt the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
including Target 3 (30x30).

June 2023:

ministers agree to develop a roadmap to 30x30

Australian state, territory and federal environment
by 2024.
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ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS MEETING — 21 October 2022

Agreed Communiqué

Australia’s environment ministers met today in Brisbane and made three landmark commitments to halt
and reverse biodiversity loss across our nation and put Australia’s environment back on a path of recovery.

The 2021 State of the Environment Report found that Australia’s unique animals and plants are under
significant pressure. Action is needed quickly to arrest environmental decline and prevent new
extinctions of plants and animals.

In recognition of the scale and urgency of environmental challenges, ministers agreed:

1. To work collectively to achieve a national target to protect and conserve 30% of Australia’s
landmass and 30% of Australia’s marine areas by 2030.

2. To note the Commonwealths’ intention to establish a national nature repair market and agreed to
work together to make nature positive investments easier, focusing on a consistent way to
measure and track biodiversity.

3. To work with the private sector to design out waste and pollution, keep materials in use and

foster markets to achieve a circular economy by 2030. |
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Achieving 30 by 30 on land

National Roadmap for protecting and conserving
30% of Australia’s land by 2030

Protected areas Conserved areas
Australia’s Strategy for the National Other Effective area-based
National Reserve System 2009-2030 Conservation Measures Framework

8SEF*2(=1(]%"31"D(#%(".0$2@$&E([U(BC([U(%&("&3WX/IY Y : KT

#13$$0)BCCDDDE*--&&DE7'GE #C&6GHY%'68&6$CF,6*C6%)CO#+FH-, 5:15)6) o S IRAGBR) $& 8!
#13$$0)BCCDDDE*--&&DE7'GE #C)H$&)C*&( #FSC(HF &) C*HBRO6I(HH'6,F%',*8,0E0*( !

1"#$%&. %



"L&IKP2! &&N,1+'174'+8&)++L &1 (0% 4#* GERIG 8 #%!&)', 5, +&3, 1 I'+ L&AIB3 T 4+#++1&*ABA*3&*+#Y0!
AHY0&, 1#) 4", 1/0, +A#YoSH-IF: &*+8(8)#+8'*I'(IHA&H,|('418*)%0,8*18*1+L&IKP2!8,10%: &4 78**&; I$51#! )8&*+8(8)!
(4#3&H'ANI+'18* 04&1+LH#+1/0,+4H%8H T4'GA&, BAKYSI&<+E&*; | T4'+8&)+8'*1+ Bt %%!'041&)' 5, +&3,-!
"L&I'$A&)+BA&Y (1+L&!,)8&*+8(8)!(4#3&H'ANIS, |+'; GAER) '3T4&L&* BA&:H#; & _OH#+&IH || 4&TA& &*+#+8A&Y!
\C/P]!,5,+&31"(174'+&)+&; #4&#, -I"L8,),)8&*+8(8)!(4#3&H ANI)#1& OHY%Y5HTT7%5!+'!: EA&S!'(1+L&!

C'* &AA&;/A&HIK&+H AN-I"L&IC/P1748%)87%&IH#, 1#%, 18&3%&:;&;! 8*IP&G8*#%! @'448.,+!/GA&&3&* +,!
\I/KF21)48+&48H]IH8+LIA#ASS*G174'+8&)+8 I+ #AG&+1#*138+L";1'(174'+8&)+8'*1SGWBB:BI (43#%! 74'+&)+&;!
HA&H,) O)LI#, 15+ 8 HO I THAN, 1+ I'418* (‘43491 (148, +I T*8*G!,5, +&3, &&I$&Y0'HH!

Box 11: The CAR criteria

Comprehensiveness refers to the aim of including samples of the full range of regional ecosystems recognisable
at an appropriate scale within and across each Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA)
bioregion.

Adequacy refers to how much of each ecosystem should be sampled to provide ecological viability and integrity
of populations, species and ecological communities at a bioregional scale. The concept of adequacy incorporates
the ecological viability and resilience of ecosystems for individual protected areas and for the protected area
system as a whole.

Representativeness is comprehensiveness considered at a finer scale (IBRA subregion) and recognises that the
regional variability within ecosystems is sampled within the reserve system (NRMMC 2009, p. 10).
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Public Land Management & Joint Managed Parks and Reserves in Victoria

Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) Public Land Management Central West Additional Protected Areas 2021

I RAPs - Appainted Boundaries [l Marine National Parks & Sanctuaries [l Bushland Reserves, Nature Reserves & Conservation Parks

= | National P:
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State Forest I Regional Parks
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Parks & Reserves (Plans Under Development) Melbourne Strategic Assessment
SIETE Indigenous Protected Areas (IPAs) [ Proposed Western Grassland Reserves
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Table A: Terrestrial protected areas by jurisdiction as at June 2022 (CAPAD 2022)

Jurisdiction Number of Protected area (ha) % of jurisdiction protected
protected areas

ACT 51 131,904 55.94
NSW 2,350 8,169,918 10.20
NT 85 33,536,325 24.88
QLD 1,222 15,275,846 8.83
SA 2,014 29,721,867 30.20
TAS 1,676 2,893,895 42.31
VIC 4,627 4,012,888 17.64
WA 1,857 76,142,710 30.13
Total 13,903 169,941,262 22.10
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National parks are respected and popular

3% strongly oppose
| 5% oppose
36% strongly
support
. _:i P ]
80% = 8§5%
of Victorians said national parks were of Victorians support the creation of new of 18-34 year olds support the creation of new
important to them national parks national parks

Support for new national parks is largely bipartisan and evenly distributed across the state

819% 796

of Victorians living in inner of Victorians living in outer of Victorians living in rural
and middle suburbs support suburbs support national and regional areas support
national parks parks national parks
National parks are a vote-winner across the board
Support for new national parks by voting intention: Increased likelihood of change in voting intention:

g %
ik - % +36%

o +33 7.
Support for Labor Support for Coalition Labor voters likely to
if it delivers the if it supports new shift their vote to the
Great Forest national parks and Coalition if it supports
National Park bans logging in these new national parks

areas and bans logging in
. ° Labor these areas

Victorians love engaging with nature

Most popular forest-based activities for Victorians:

48%
Least popular forest-

36% based.adivities for
21 C%) Victorians:
O,
69 w5 s

of Victorians report having engaged in at least Picnics Photography ~ Multi-day Trail bike Shooting
one activity in the bush in the past year bushwaﬂs camping/ riding and
Birdwatching (motorised) hunting

Source; Victorian Great Forest National Park survey, prepared by RedBridge Group for VNPA and The Wilderness Society. 11 October 2024
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Which of the following would make you visit national
parks more often?

Waterfalls or rivers -

Peace and quiet~

More short walking tracks and trails =

'S

Seeing wildlife in their natural state -

Interesting natural feature or

~N

Impr dd tion gnage =
Easier access by public transport -
Fishing -

Safe tracks for 4-wheel driving =
More overnight hikes =

Other (please specify) -
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None of these -
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In the last 12 months have you done any of the
following activities in the Victorian bush?

Short bush walks -

o

mEE =!!!!
!—“
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n
w
o

Off track 4-wheel driving =
Mountain bike riding (non-motorised) =

onal pro

Trail bike riding (non-mc
Educational tours =

ght hikes =

Shooting and hunting =
Trail bike riding (motorised) -

Citizen science such as monitor ng wildlife =
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able Fol5: Area available for harvest within native forests of Victoria between 2006 and 2022

Year and area ('000 ha)
Forest management one
Tenure 2006 2008 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Available

General Management Zone 2,403 2318 2,110 2026 2,112 2,180 2,006°  2,029*

State forest

Special Management Zone 182 172 275 263 159 153 152° 200*

Forks ancl Limited timber production 12 12 18 % 19 19 o 0°
—conservation reserves

Total available 2,597 2,502 2403 2,302 22%0 2,352 2,258 2,229
Not Available

Special Protection Zone 828 783 753 747 756 768 773 777
State forest

Immediate Protection Area - - - - - 0 96° 96*
Parks and Limited timber production - - - - - 0 19* 19°
conservation reserves  No timber production 3820 3825 3982 4117 4106 4139 4130 4139
Total not available 4,645 4,608 4,735 4,864 4862 4,907 5,028 5,031
Grand total 7242 7110 7138 7,166 7153 7.259 7,286 7,260

* In 2019, the Victorian Government developed the VFP. The plan identified IPAs across eastern Victoria which included areas where commer-
cial timber harvesting was previously permitted. The area of GMZ in the IPAs (~89,000 ha), and the area of SMZ in the IPAs (~7,000 ha), has not
been included in the area available for harvest

® The areas of limited timber production are forest areas where previous land-use determinations (e.g. by the Land Conservation Council)
outlined that limited timber production is permitted in these areas, usually with conditions and with the permission of the land manager.
While the land-use determinations are still in place these areas were not included in the Allocation Order 2013 (amended in 2014 and 2019).
These areas have not been included in the tally of area available for timber production. These areas include: Ada River sawmills historic
reserve, Colquhoun regional park, Comet Sawmill historic reserve, Grant historic area, Kirchubels tramway and mill historic reserve, Kurth
Kiln regional park, Mississippi no. 1 mill historic reserve, Mount Murphy historic area, Mount murphy historic area, Mount Wills historic area,
Rubicon Valley historic reserve, and Walhalla historic area.
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Alpine Sphagnum Bogs, Associated Fens and Peatlands in North-east Victoria, overlaid with Feral Horse records from the Victorian Biodiversity
Atlas (VBA)
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Identify alpine vegetation Consider options for removing cattle from all State  DELWP
types in State Forests and Forest areas with sub-alpine vegetation or EPBC-
conservation reserves in listed bogs (peatlands) mapped in Departmental

which livestock grazing databases (areas generally above 1000 m

is currently permitted elevation)

and examine options for

. Fence off sensitive alpine vegetation such as
protecting them from

peatlands to prevent cattle access

livestock

Provide water points independent of the

vegetation community, such as spring-fed troughs
Prevent access of cattle to Consider options for removing cattle grazing DELWP
sensitive areas above 1000 m where grazing impacts on the

values of areas designated as Special Protection
Zones (for flora protection purposes) under the
Comprehensive Adequate & Representative (CAR)
Reserve System (e.g. protection of old growth or
protection of EVC).

Consider options for removing cattle grazing above
1000 m in areas designated as Special Areas under
the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994.

Implement removal programs for new or current
small populations of wandering or wild cattle.
Ensure protocols are in place to prevent stock
wandering away from licensed grazing areas, or
allow rapid detection and remediation of such
wandering.
Investigate reference areas to identify potential
impacts of cattle grazing I
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- Red Deer

Hog Deer
Fallow Deer

Sambar Deer

Figure1 Estimated breedingdistributionofdeer(combined)in Victoria
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Map of Priority Biodiversity Values (East)
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B:17 Threatened large-bodied freshwater fish species

Region(s) 2023 status

2023 confidence

Statewide @
Data source(s): DELWP

B:18 Threatened small-bodied freshwater fish species

2023 confidence

Region(s) 2023 status
Statewide .
Data source(s): DELWP
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