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  PARK WATCH �
�!����  
DAVID NUGENT, VNPA PRESIDENT

I �m���o�†�u���t�-�v�|���b�v�v�†�;���o�=��Park Watch���=�o�u���‘�•�‘�“�7��we’re pleased to 
�0�u�b�m�]���‹�o�†���-���‰�u�-�r���†�r���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v�v�†�;�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���o�†�u���v�|�-�|�;�:��

���†�u���m�;�‰���u�;�]�†�t�-�u���=�;�-�|�†�u�;�7���&�m�‰�-�m�|�;�7���(�b�v�b�|�o�u�v�7���=�o�1�†�v�;�v���o�m��
invasive plants and animals, why they're here and what we can 
do to control or eradicate them.

�
�o�u���v�o�l�;���v�;�-�v�o�m�-�t���=�t�-�ˆ�o�†�u�7���‰�;���-�v�h�;�7���(���������v�|�-�=�=���‰�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹��
�‰�o�†�t�7���t�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u�����_�u�b�v�|�l�-�v���b�m���|�_�;�b�u���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���-�m�7���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���-�u�;�-�v�:��
���=���|�_�;�‹�]�u�;���t�†�1�h�‹�7���-���]�;�m�;�u�o�†�v���"�-�m�|�-���l�b�]�_�|���7�u�o�r���-���7�o�m�-�|�b�o�m���7�o�‰�m��

From the President

�|�_�;���(���������1�_�b�l�m�;�‹���|�_�b�v���=�;�v�|�b�ˆ�;���v�;�-�v�o�m�4��

�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���t�o�†�7���=�u�b�m�]�;���ˆ�o�b�1�;�v���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���=�o�u���t�;�v�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�7��
�o�†�u���u�;�1�;�m�|���r�o�t�t�b�m�]���u�;�b�m�=�o�u�1�;�v���|�_�;���=�-�1�|���|�_�;���ˆ�-�v�|���l�-�f�o�u�b�|�‹���o�=��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v���t�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���o�†�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v (see p. 6). Your 
continued support and participation in our campaign actions 
helps our elected representatives hear our voices loud and clear. 

���m�f�o�‹���‹�o�†�u���v�†�l�l�;�u�7���v�|�-�‹���v�-�=�;���;�Š�r�t�o�u�b�m�]���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���o�u��
�‰�_�;�u�;�ˆ�;�u���‹�o�†�u���|�u�-�ˆ�;�t�v���|�-�h�;���‹�o�†�:��

Protecting Victoria's Burrunan Dolphins 
SHANNON 
HURLEY,  NATURE 
�������"���!�(���$��������

�������������������!�7�������(���"��
�$�����������)���	���)�����������)���+��
�����$�$���������"�����	�������������"��
�������	�����!���$�����$���	�����!�����"��

I�=���‹�o�†�=�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�|���|�b�l�;���o�m�����o�u�|�����_�b�t�t�b�r��
���-�‹���o�u���|�-�h�;�m���|�_�;��� �†�;�;�m�v�1�t�b�=�=�J

Sorrento Ferry, you might’ve been 
�t�†�1�h�‹���;�m�o�†�]�_���|�o���‰�b�|�m�;�v�v���-���r�o�7���o�=��
�7�o�t�r�_�b�m�v���u�b�7�b�m�]���|�_�;���0�o�‰�=�v���‰�-�h�;�:�����|�=�v��
�-���0�u�;�-�|�_�|�-�h�b�m�]���v�b�]�_�|���|�_�-�|���_�‹�r�m�o�|�b�v�;�v��
some and spurs others to whip out 
their phones to capture the magic. 

Port Phillip Bay is especially important 
�=�o�u�����o�|�|�t�;�m�o�v�;���	�o�t�r�_�b�m�v�7���;�-�v�b�t�‹��
recognised by their tri-colored 
bodies, stubby noses, and curved 
�7�o�u�v�-�t���=�b�m�v�:���$�_�;�����†�u�u�†�m�-�m���	�o�t�r�_�b�m��
(Tursiops australis)�7���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�u�;�;���|�‹�r�;�v��
�o�=�����o�|�|�t�;�m�o�v�;���	�o�t�r�_�b�m�7���‰�-�v���o�=�=�b�1�b�-�t�t�‹��
�1�t�-�v�v�b�=�b�;�7���-�v���-���†�m�b�t�†�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���b�m���‘�•�•�•�:��
�$�_�;�‹�]�u�;���=�o�†�m�7���m�o�‰�_�;�u�;���;�t�v�;���b�m���|�_�;��
world but south-eastern Australia. 

�$�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���o�m�t�‹���|�‰�o���h�m�o�‰�m���t�o�1�-�t��
populations: Port Phillip Bay has 150 
�b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t�v�7���-�m�7�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7�����-�h�;�v��
�u�•�7���;�-�v�b�t�‹���f�†�v�|�b�=�‹�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
���m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���v�|�-�|�†�v���P�†�m�7�;�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���t�-�‰�v�Q�:��

�&�m�|�b�t���u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹�7���‰�;���7�b�7�m�=�|���h�m�o�‰���l�†�1�_��
about where they spend their time 
across Port Phillip Bay. But new 
�u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���=�o�u�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����-�u�b�m�;�����-�l�l�-�t��
Foundation has shed light on how 
Burrunan Dolphins behave in the bay. 

�$�_�;�v�;���r�t�-�‹�=�†�t���r�o�u�r�o�b�v�;�v���-�u�;���-�1�|�b�ˆ�;���b�m��
the northern and southern regions 
�o�=���|�_�;���0�-�‹�7���-���l�†�1�_���t�-�u�]�;�u���-�u�;�-���|�_�-�m��
�r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v�t�‹���-�v�v�†�l�;�7�:���$�_�;�‹���=�-�ˆ�o�u���7�;�r�|�_�v��

�o�=���”�K�•�”���l�;�|�u�;�v�:���$�_�;���l�o�u�;���‰�;���h�m�o�‰��
about how and where the Burrunan 
�	�o�t�r�_�b�m�v���l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�_�;���l�o�u�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���o�†�u��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���‰�b�t�t���0�;�:����

Assessing current protections
These new discoveries raise questions 
about the endangered dolphin’s 
current protections. Are they enough 
to guard against boating disruptions 
�|�_�-�|���b�m�|�;�u�=�;�u�;���‰�b�|�_���=�;�;�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���u�;�v�|�b�m�]�7��
underwater noise pollution, and the 
�u�b�v�h���o�=���]�;�|�|�b�m�]���|�-�m�]�t�;�7���b�m���=�b�v�_�b�m�]���]�;�-�u�5��

There are real concerns about the 
single dolphin sanctuary zone in 
Port Phillip Bay and whether it 
truly protects these animals. The 
Ticonderoga Bay Sanctuary Zone 
�P�$���"�,�Q�7���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���b�m���•�–�–�u�7���‰�-�v�m�=�|��
�0�-�v�;�7���o�m���|�_�o�u�o�†�]�_���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1���7�-�|�-�:��

���-�u�b�m�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���-�u�;���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t�7��
�-�m�7���v�o�l�;�7���t�b�h�;���!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v�����o�b�m�|�����-�u�b�m�;��

�"�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���b�m���|�_�;���m�o�u�|�_���o�=���|�_�;���0�-�‹�7��
�-�u�;���m�o�‰���h�;�‹���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���=�o�u�����†�u�u�†�m�-�m��
Dolphins. 

�&�m�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;�t�‹�7���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]���0�o�-�|�b�m�]��
�-�m�7���=�b�v�_�b�m�]���b�v���r�†�|�|�b�m�]���r�u�;�v�v�†�u�;���o�m��
these areas. VNPA receives numerous 
�u�;�r�o�u�|�v���=�u�o�l���1�o�m�1�;�u�m�;�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
members 

�$�_�b�v���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�m�‹���u�;�-�v�o�m�v���|�o��
create two new sanctuary zone, one 
�b�m���|�_�;���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�m���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���0�-�‹�7���-�m�7��
�-�m�o�|�_�;�u���|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���;�Š�r�-�m�7���!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v��
���o�b�m�|�����-�u�b�m�;���"�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���|�o���b�m�1�t�†�7�;��
areas up to the 15 metre depth 
contour, increasing the protected 
area’s size. 

We urge the Victorian Government to 
adopt these recommendations. Why 
wouldn’t they use this opportunity to 
help the charismatic dolphin to thrive, 
and give every visitor to the bay a 
�1�_�-�m�1�;���|�o���0�;���_�‹�r�m�o�|�b�v�;�7�5��

�.  �. Not seen since 1969, Victorian Grassland Earless 
Dragons were thought to be extinct. When were 
they rediscovered? 

a. 1999  b. 2023 
c. 2004  d. 2015 

�.  �. True or false, Golden Sun Moths spend most of 
their lives underground? 

�.  �. Which of the following statements about Striped 
Legless Lizards is false? 

a. They can grow up to 2m long 
b. They’re endangered in Victoria 
c. They’re grassland 

specialists 
d. The pattern of scales on 

the back of their head is 
unique to each individual 

�.  �. Where can Spiny Rice-flowers be found? 

a. Widespread across Australia 
b. Only in one grassland reserve in Melbourne 
c. In grasslands across Victoria and New South Wales 
d. Only in grasslands in Victoria 

�.  �. True or false, the last remnant population of 
Sunshine Diuris orchids only has 30 individuals? 

�.  �. What was the primary threat that almost 
led to the extinction of Eastern 
Barred Bandicoots in Victoria? 

a. Introduced Red Foxes 
b. Habitat destruction 
c. Toxoplasmosis 
d. Feral cats 

�.  �. Which of the following is not 
a grass found in grasslands? 

a. Kangaroo Grass 
b. Wallaby Grass 
c. Wombat Grass 
d. Love Grass 

�.  �. Moths, onions and leeks are all 
types of what? 

�.  �. Plains Wanderers are special 
because: 

a. Unlike most birds, the females are more brightly 
coloured than the males 

b. They’re the only living members of an ancient group 
of birds 

c. They can survive without permanent water by 
drinking dew drops 

d. All of the above

��.  ��. Weighing in at just 15 grams, I’m pretty small for a 
marsupial. But that doesn’t stop me devouring the 
introduced mice I share a nest with 
come the end of Winter. I’ve 
also got a chunky tail I use to 
store fat for when times are 
lean. Who am I? 

Park Watch Grasslands Quiz

�Ç Burrunan Dolphin in Port Phillip Bay. NICKI FILBY

�Ç Burrunan Dolphins. NICK TALBOT/FLICKR
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shelved despite community support
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For years, the Andrews/Allan Labor 
Government promised 'the largest 

�;�Š�r�-�m�v�b�o�m���|�o���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;��
system in our state’s history'.

But, despite deep, enduring public 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���=�o�u���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���m�-�|�†�u�;��
protection, these commitments have 
�ˆ�;�;�u�;�7���o�=�=���|�u�-�1�h�:�����m�����-�‹���‘�•�‘�’�7���|�_�;��
Victorian Government planned 'an 
�-�7�ˆ�b�v�o�u�‹���r�-�m�;�t���|�o���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���-�m�7���l�-�h�;��
recommendations to Government on 
�|�_�;���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�_�-�|���t�†�-�t�b�=�‹���=�o�u��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�v���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���|�_�;���-�u�;�-�v��
�o�=���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���v�†�b�|�-�0�t�;��
�=�o�u���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�;�]��

This process, called the Great 
���†�|�7�o�o�u�v���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;�7���‰�-�v���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7��
�|�o���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;���m�o�u�|�_�J�;�-�v�|���-�m�7���;�-�v�|��
���b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7���v�|�-�|�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���-�u�;�-�v�:���$�_�;���=�b�u�v�|��
�=�o�u�l�-�t���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���|�o���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7��
community groups, contained a clear 
�0�-�1�h���|�u�-�1�h�9���]�:�:�:�|�_�;���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���‰�b�t�t���m�o�|���0�;��
�l�-�h�b�m�]���-�m�‹���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���t�-�u�]�;�J
scale changes to land tenure, including 
�m�o�|���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���-�m�‹���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�]�:��

Five years ago in 2019, a similar 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���=�o�u���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t�����b�]�_�t�-�m�7�v��
�‰�-�v���l�-�7�;���=�o�u���]�;�-�m���-�7�ˆ�b�v�o�u�‹���r�-�m�;�t���|�o��
�1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u���-�m�7���l�-�h�;���u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�|�o�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���o�m���|�_�;���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���o�†�u��
�=�o�u�;�v�|�v���|�_�-�|���t�†�-�t�b�=�‹���=�o�u���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���-�v��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�7���|�_�;���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�v��
�|�_�-�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���v�†�b�|�-�0�t�;���=�o�u���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m��
�o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�;�]���‰�_�b�1�_���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���-�m��
���l�b�m�;�m�|�����;�u�v�o�m�����-�m�;�t���=�o�u�����o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹��
���m�]�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���|�o���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;�����;�m�|�u�-�t��
���b�]�_�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t���=�o�u�����u�;�-�|��
�
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:����

The public consultation process has 
�0�;�;�m���_�b�f�-�1�h�;�7���0�‹���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|��
�]�u�o�†�r�v���-�m�7���r�o�t�b�|�b�1�-�t���r�o�v�|�†�u�b�m�]���=�u�o�l��
opposition and minor parties. While 
only representing a small but noisy 
minority, their theatrics seem to have 
unsettled the Allan Government. 

���m�����†�m�;���‘�•�‘�“�7���1�u�-�1�h�v���0�;�]�-�m���|�o���v�_�o�‰��
�‰�_�;�m���|�_�;���m�;�‰�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u�7��
Steve Dimopoulos, told ABC Drive that 
�|�_�;���b�7�;�-���o�=���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
was a 'myth,' contradicting earlier 
�r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v�:�����t�|�_�o�†�]�_���_�;���t�-�|�;�u���v�o�=�|�;�m�;�7��
his stance in a Guardian article in July, 
�-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�b�m�]���|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=��
public input, the damage may have 
already been done. 

We understand the Eminent 
���;�u�v�o�m�����-�m�;�t�]�v���=�b�m�-�t���u�;�r�o�u�|���_�-�v���0�;�;�m��
�v�†�0�l�b�|�|�;�7�7���0�†�|���-�|���|�b�l�;���o�=���‰�u�b�|�b�m�]���|�_�;��
Allan Government has not publicly 
released it. This raises questions: by 
bluntly avoiding considering new 
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���b�v���|�_�;���$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���-�1�|�b�m�]��
independently, or are our elected 
representatives peddling mixed 
�l�;�v�v�-�]�;�v�5

���;�-�m�‰�_�b�t�;�7���|�_�;���v�o�1�b�-�t���l�;�7�b�-��
�l�b�v�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���-�]�-�b�m�v�|��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���b�v���=�-�b�t�b�m�]���|�o���v�‰�-�‹���|�_�;��
�0�u�o�-�7�;�u���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:���"�†�r�r�o�u�|���=�o�u��
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���o�ˆ�;�u�‰�_�;�t�l�b�m�]�t�‹��
�v�|�u�o�m�]���-�1�u�o�v�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���u�;�]�-�u�7�t�;�v�v���o�=��
�‰�_�;�u�;���r�;�o�r�t�;���t�b�ˆ�;���o�u���|�_�;�b�u���0�-�1�h�]�u�o�†�m�7�v�:��

Recent statewide polling, 
commissioned by VNPA and The 
Wilderness Society and conducted by 
�!�;�7�����u�b�7�]�;�����u�o�†�r�7���=�o�†�m�7���|�_�-�|���v�“���r�;�u��
�1�;�m�|���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v���v�;�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
�-�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�7���-�m�7���v�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
�1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���m�;�‰���o�m�;�v�7���‰�_�b�t�;���o�m�t�‹���v���r�;�u��
cent oppose them.

The polling also shows that many 
voters would reconsider their long-
�|�;�u�l���r�o�t�b�|�b�1�-�t���-�t�t�;�]�b�-�m�1�;�v���b�=���h�;�‹���m�-�|�†�u�;��
protection promises aren't met: 34 per 
�1�;�m�|���l�b�]�_�|���v�_�b�=�|���|�_�;�b�u���ˆ�o�|�;���b�=�����-�0�o�u���=�-�b�t�v��
to establish the Great Forest National 
���-�u�h�7���-�m�7���“�v���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���l�b�]�_�|���ˆ�o�|�;��
�-�]�-�b�m�v�|���|�_�;�����o�-�t�b�|�b�o�m���b�=���b�|���o�r�r�o�v�;�v���m�;�‰��
�r�-�u�h�v�:

���ˆ�;�u���_�-�t�=���o�=���-�t�t���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v���v�-�b�7���|�_�-�|��
�r�u�;�v�;�m�1�;���o�=���-���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���‰�o�†�t�7��
�l�-�h�;���|�_�;�l���l�o�u�;���t�b�h�;�t�‹���|�o���ˆ�b�v�b�|���u�;�]�b�o�m�-�t��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:�����;�o�r�t�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v��
�m�o�|���o�m�t�‹���=�o�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���0�†�|���-�t�v�o���=�o�u��
�r�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;���u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m�7���t�b�h�;���v�_�o�u�|���‰�-�t�h�v�7��
birdwatching and photography. 

���1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���t�b�h�;���_�†�m�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���|�u�-�b�t���0�b�h�b�m�]��
�_�-�ˆ�;���=�-�u���t�;�v�v���r�†�0�t�b�1���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�7���‰�b�|�_��
�=�;�‰�;�u���|�_�-�m���=�b�ˆ�;���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v��
participating. 

84% 80% 85% 

69% 

of Victorians said national parks were 
important to them

of Victorians support the creation of new 
national parks

of 18-34 year olds support the creation of new 
national parks

of Victorians report having engaged in at least 
one activity in the bush in the past year

National parks are respected and popular

National parks are a vote-winner across the board

Victorians love engaging with nature

38% very 
important

79% 

of Victorians living in rural 
and regional areas support 
national parks

81% 

of Victorians living in outer 
suburbs support national 
parks

82%
of Victorians living in inner 
and middle suburbs support 
national parks

36% strongly 
support

5% oppose

3% strongly oppose

46% 
somewhat 
important

44% 
support

89%

48%

11%

72%

36%

<5% <5%

94%

21%

+33% 30%+36%

�"�†�r�r�o�u�|���=�o�u���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���0�‹���ˆ�o�|�b�m�]���b�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�m�9

Support for new national parks is largely bipartisan and evenly distributed across the state

���o�v�|���r�o�r�†�t�-�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�J�0�-�v�;�7���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���=�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�v�9

���;�-�v�|���r�o�r�†�t�-�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�J
�0�-�v�;�7���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���=�o�u��
Victorians:

���m�1�u�;�-�v�;�7���t�b�h�;�t�b�_�o�o�7���o�=���1�_�-�m�]�;���b�m���ˆ�o�|�b�m�]���b�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�m�9

Support for Labor 
if it delivers the 

Great Forest 
National Park 

Labor voters likely to 
shift their vote to the 
Coalition if it supports 

new national parks 
and bans logging in 

these areas 

Support for Coalition 
if it supports new 

national parks and 
bans logging in these 

areas 

Short 
bushwalks

Multi-day 
camping/ 

Birdwatching

Picnics Trail bike 
riding 

(motorised)

Shooting  
and 

hunting

Photography

These results are consistent with 
previous state and national polling, 
and no surprise to us. But the message 
seems to be lost on the current Labor 
Government, who, incidentally, hold 
�|�_�;���‰�o�u�v�|���u�;�1�o�u�7���o�m���m�;�‰���r�-�u�h���1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m��
in recent times. 

Nature protection shouldn’t hinge on 
special interest groups who want to 
�1�-�r�|�†�u�;���•�:�v���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���r�†�0�t�b�1��
land to pursue their own, exclusive 
�_�o�0�0�b�;�v�:���$�_�;�u�;�=�v���u�o�o�l���=�o�u���0�o�|�_�7���0�†�|��
our most rare and special places, 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���m�;�;�7���|�_�;���_�b�]�_�;�v�|��
�t�;�ˆ�;�t���o�=���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���K���-�m�7���|�_�-�|���b�m�1�t�†�7�;�v��
�m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:����

�"�o�†�u�1�;�9���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����u�;�-�|���
�o�u�;�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�7���r�u�;�r�-�u�;�7���0�‹���!�;�7���u�b�7�]�;�����u�o�†�r���=�o�u���(���������-�m�7���$�_�;���)�b�t�7�;�u�m�;�v�v���"�o�1�b�;�|�‹�:���•�•�����1�|�o�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�“
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2019
Eminent Person Panel 
�=�o�u�����;�m�|�u�-�t�����b�]�_�t�-�m�7�v��
established

May 2023
���u�;�-�|�����†�|�7�o�o�u�v��
�$�-�v�h�=�o�u�1�;���-�m�m�o�†�m�1�;�7���b�m��
State Budget

2024
Eminent Person Panel 
�=�b�m�-�t���u�;�r�o�u�|�;�7���v�†�0�l�b�|�|�;�7��
to government, but not 
released

June 2024
���m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u��
contradicts earlier 
promises, saying the idea 
�o�=���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h�v���‰�-�v���-���]�l�‹�|�_�]



�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�;�v�;���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m�v���-�u�;���r�-�u�|��
�o�=���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��

�‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;��Dja Dja Wurrung, 
Wadawurrung and Wurundjeri  

and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��

�‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;��Wadawurrung  
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�$�_�;���|�o�t�t���o�=���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���0�†�u�m���t�†�o�|�-�v���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;��
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NATURAL AREAS, SAYS BEN 
GILL,�������$�&�!�����������"���!�(���$��������
�������������������!

T �_�;���t�†�b�;�|�m�;�v�v���v�|�u�b�h�;�v���‹�o�†���=�b�u�v�|�:��
�$�_�;���o�m�1�;���ˆ�o�t�†�l�b�m�o�†�v���v�o�†�m�7�v���o�=��

nesting birds now all but silent. We 
�v�|�-�m�7���o�m���|�_�;���v�b�|�;���o�=���-���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���0�†�u�m�7��
home to several threatened plants 
�-�m�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:���$�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���=�t�o�o�u�7���v�o��
�u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���-���|�_�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���=�o�u�-�]�b�m�]���]�u�o�†�m�7���=�o�u��
Brush-tailed Phascogales (Phascogale 
tapoatafa), is littered with charred logs 
and ash. Flames have reached into the 
canopy, scarring the crowns. 

Earlier this year, our citizen science 
program discovered a healthy 
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���o�=�����u�†�v�_�J�|�-�b�t�;�7�����_�-�v�1�o�]�-�t�;�v��
in this spot in the Wombat Forest. 
�$�_�;���-�u�;�-�7���†�m�0�†�u�m�|���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;���•�–�v�’�����v�_��
�)�;�7�m�;�v�7�-�‹���=�b�u�;�v�7���‰�-�v���-���r�u�b�l�;���;�Š�-�l�r�t�;��
�o�=���-���l�-�|�†�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�;�v�|�:���)�b�|�_���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J
bearing trees, low shrub density, and 
�=�;�‰���=�-�t�t�;�m���|�u�;�;�v�7���b�|���‰�-�v���|�_�;���r�;�u�=�;�1�|��
�=�o�u���]�u�o�†�m�7�J�=�o�u�-�]�;�u�v���‰�_�o���u�;�t�‹���o�m���1�t�;�-�u��
sightlines to detect predators. 

���=�|�;�u���|�_�;���0�†�u�m�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;���0�u�-�1�h�;�m���K���-��
�r�b�o�m�;�;�u���r�t�-�m�|���K���‰�b�t�t���t�b�h�;�t�‹���7�o�l�b�m�-�|�;��
�|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���=�t�o�o�u�7���o�†�|�1�o�l�r�;�|�b�m�]��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�t�-�m�|�v���-�m�7���u�-�b�v�b�m�]���=�†�|�†�u�;���=�†�;�t��
�t�o�-�7�v�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;���o�†�u���7�b�v�1�o�ˆ�;�u�‹���o�=���|�_�;��
�r�_�-�v�1�o�]�-�t�;�v���-�m�7���o�†�u���u�;�t�†�;�v�|���=�o�u��
�l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���
�o�u�;�v�|���
�b�u�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���P�
�
���(�Q���r�u�o�1�;�;�7�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
�|�_�;���0�†�u�m�:���$�_�;�b�u���7�;�v�h�|�o�r���=�†�;�t���t�o�-�7��
assessment said the area was an 
�<�;�Š�|�u�;�l�;�=���u�b�v�h�:���$�_�;���o�m�J�]�u�o�†�m�7���u�;�-�t�b�|�‹��
�v�_�o�‰�;�7���v�|�-�u�h�t�‹���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|���1�o�m�7�b�|�b�o�m�v�:��
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�
���(���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�7���-���1�o�o�t�7���r�-�|�1�_�‹���l�o�v�-�b�1��
�0�†�u�m�:���)�_�-�|���|�_�;�‹���7�b�7���‰�-�v���=�-�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�-�|�:��
���-�m�‹���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]���|�u�;�;�v���|�_�-�|���_�-�7��
survived Ash Wednesday collapsed. 
���o�]�v���|�_�-�|���o�m�1�;���m�o�†�u�b�v�_�;�7���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|��
�=�t�o�o�u���_�-�ˆ�;���|�†�u�m�;�7���|�o���-�v�_�7���-�m�7���|�_�;��
�v�r�u�b�m�]���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]���v�;�-�v�o�m���=�o�u���=�o�u�;�v�|���0�b�u�7�v��

Little River community wins big, twice!
GRASSY PLAINS 
�����$�)���!���]�"��
ADRIAN MARSHALL 

�����������!���$���"���$�)����
���������!�$�����$���)�����"

W �;���‰�o�m���K���|�‰�b�1�;�4�����-�1�b�=�b�1�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
has withdrawn their proposal 

�=�o�u���-���]�b�-�m�|���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�J�v�l�-�v�_�b�m�]���u�-�b�t��
�=�u�;�b�]�_�|���_�†�0���-�|�����b�|�|�t�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u�7���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
���;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���-�m�7�����;�;�t�o�m�]�:��

���m�7���|�_�;���b�1�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;���1�-�h�;�5��
Environment Victoria recognised the 
�7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���_�-�u�7���‰�o�u�h���o�=���|�_�;��
���u�-�v�v�‹�����t�-�b�m�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h���P�������Q���-�m�7���|�_�;��
���b�|�|�t�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u�����1�|�b�o�m�����u�o�†�r���P���!�����Q���‰�b�|�_��
a Campaign Impact Award.  

���!�������v�r�;�-�u�_�;�-�7�;�7���|�_�;���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���|�o���v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7��
the verdant gateway to the You 
�+�-�m�]�v���!�;�]�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:�����������-�m�7���(��������
�0�o�t�v�|�;�u�;�7���|�_�;�b�u���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���‰�b�|�_���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;�J
based submissions on the numerous 
ecological disasters the proposal 
would unleash.  

���|���‰�-�v���-���1�-�v�;���o�=���0�b�]���0�†�v�b�m�;�v�v���7�b�1�|�-�|�b�m�]��
�7�;���=�-�1�|�o���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���r�o�t�b�1�‹���=�o�u���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;��
gain. This distorted the very concept 
�o�=���]�u�;�;�m���‰�;�7�]�;�v���-�m�7���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���|�o��
�o�0�t�b�|�;�u�-�|�;���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���-�u�;�-�v���o�=�����u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
Endangered grassland.  

�$�_�;���r�t�-�m���r�o�v�;�7���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l���u�b�v�h�v���|�o���|�_�;��
Ramsar wetlands downstream and 
would have devastated the amenity 
�o�=�����b�|�|�t�;���!�b�ˆ�;�u�:���$�_�b�v���u�;�]�b�o�m�7���m�;�v�|�t�;�7��
between the Brisbane Ranges and 

Port Phillip Bay, is 
a natural treasure 
trove.  

The Ramsar-listed 
wetlands and the 
rich marine web 
�o�=���t�b�=�;���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;��
western shoreline 
�o�=���|�_�;���0�-�‹���-�u�;��
home to more 
bird species than 
���-�h�-�7�†�:�����;�u�;�7���o�m�;��
�1�-�m���v�|�b�t�t���=�b�m�7���v�|�†�m�m�b�m�]���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7��
orchid-rich heathlands. It’s where 
�‹�o�†�=�7���t�b�h�;�t�‹���=�b�m�7���|�_�;���0�b�]�]�;�v�|���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m��
�o�=���;�m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���
�-�|�J�|�-�b�t�;�7���	�†�m�m�-�u�|�v���b�m��
Victoria. It’s where a Growling Grass 
Frog might hop to your doorstep. It’s 
�‰�_�;�u�;���|�_�;���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹���l�-�]�m�b�=�b�1�;�m�|��
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�v���|�-�h�b�m�]��
shape.   

Yet, a troubling policy blindness 
prevails. These largely treeless, 
�=�t�-�|���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v���-�u�;���v�;�;�m���o�m�t�‹���-�v��
�1�o�m�ˆ�;�m�b�;�m�|���v�b�|�;�v���=�o�u���v�r�u�-�‰�t�b�m�]��
�b�m�=�u�-�v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;�9���v�o�t�-�u���=�-�u�l�v�7���l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;��
�0�-�|�|�;�u�b�;�v�7���]�-�v���r�b�r�;�t�b�m�;�v�7���=�u�;�b�]�_�|���_�†�0�v�7��
youth detention centres and quarries.  

���l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���v�|�†�=�=�7���m�o���-�u�]�†�l�;�m�|���|�_�;�u�;�7��
but we must remove the bureaucratic 
blinders to truly see this landscape 
�‰�b�|�_���o�r�;�m���;�‹�;�v�:���!�o�1�h�‹���]�u�-�Œ�b�m�]���t�-�m�7���b�v��
grassland home to endangered plants 
and animals. An unassuming roadside 
�7�b�|�1�_���1�-�m���0�;���-���r�-�u�-�7�b�v�;���=�o�u���=�u�o�]�v�:�������|�u�;�;��
�t�b�m�;���o�=���m�o�m�J�b�m�7�b�]�;�m�o�†�v���v�†�]�-�u���]�†�l�v���1�-�m��
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;���u�;�=�†�]�;���=�o�u���l�b�1�u�o�0�-�|�v���|�_�-�|���v�h�b�l��
�v�b�t�;�m�|�t�‹���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���r�-�7�7�o�1�h�v���-�|���m�b�]�_�|�:��

Last year, along the railway line that 
�u�†�m�v���-�t�o�m�]�v�b�7�;���‰�_�;�u�;�����-�1�b�=�b�1�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t��

was poised to disrupt nature’s delicate 
�0�-�t�-�m�1�;�7���v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���o�=���m�o�|�;���;�l�;�u�]�;�7�:��
A rare moth, Neritodes verrucata, 
unseen since 1917, was spotted and 
documented on iNaturalist. 

�)�;���v�_�o�†�t�7���h�m�o�‰���0�‹���m�o�‰���|�_�;�v�;��
landscapes are too precious to lose to 
�-���7�-�u�h���v�|�u�;�-�h���o�=���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���=�†�v�b�m�]��
���;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���-�m�7�����;�;�t�o�m�]�:��

���o�t�b�1�‹���l�-�h�;�u�v�7���|�-�h�;���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���t�o�o�h�:��
�$�_�b�v���u�;�]�b�o�m���l�†�v�|���m�o�|���0�;���v�-�1�u�b�=�b�1�;�7���o�m��
�|�_�;���-�t�|�-�u���o�=���7�†�l�0���|�_�o�†�]�_�|���0�†�0�0�t�;�v�:����
���†�u���;�t�;�1�|�;�7���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���l�†�v�|��
strengthen these natural values 
�b�m�v�|�;�-�7���o�=���;�u�o�7�b�m�]���|�_�;�l�:��

�7�b�v�u�†�r�|�;�7�:�����|���=�;�;�t�v���t�b�h�;���-���1�u�†�;�t���]�-�l�;�7��
�u�;�r�;�-�|�;�7�t�‹���v�|�b�=�t�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�=�v���-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���|�o��
recover until one day, it simply won’t. 

���†�u���o�m�t�‹���o�r�|�b�o�m���m�o�‰���b�v���|�o���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���|�_�;��
�;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�m�����u�†�v�_�J�|�-�b�t�;�7�����_�-�v�1�o�]�-�t�;�v��
�-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����m�����m�=�b�;�t�7���"�|�-�|�;��
���-�u�h�7���•�•���h�b�t�o�l�;�|�u�;�v���‰�;�v�|�7���-���u�;�1�;�m�|��
�0�†�u�m���u�;�7�†�1�;�7���=�u�o�l���”�“�”���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���|�o��
55 still resulted in widespread crown 
scorch, hollow tree collapse, and the 
�7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���‰�b�t�7�=�t�o�‰�;�u�J�u�b�1�_��
�=�o�u�;�v�|���=�t�o�o�u�:���$�_�;���o�m�1�;���t�b�ˆ�;�t�‹���=�o�u�;�v�|���b�v��
eerily silent, disturbed only by the 
�-�m�]�u�‹���v�t�†�-�‰�h�v���o�=���1�o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v�:��

Sensitivity not quotas 
�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;���u�;�7�†�1�;�7���-�u�;�-�7���
�
���(���r�†�v�_��
on to meet burn quotas, disregarding 
any long-term consequences on the 
�v�|�-�|�;�=�v���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���‰�;�0���o�=���t�b�=�;�:���$�_�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�v��
�o�=���|�_�;�v�;���0�†�u�m�v���K���=�b�m�;���=�†�;�t���]�u�o�‰�|�_�7��
�7�b�v�u�†�r�|�;�7���=�o�u�;�v�|���v�|�u�†�1�|�†�u�;�7���u�;�r�;�-�|�;�7�t�‹��
�u�;�v�;�|�|�b�m�]���v�o�b�t���r�u�o�=�b�t�;�v���K���7�;�l�-�m�7���u�o�0�†�v�|��
�7�b�v�1�†�v�v�b�o�m���-�m�7���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�;�7���u�;�=�o�u�l�:����

�)�;���l�†�v�|���r�†�|���|�_�;���_�;�-�t�|�_���o�=���|�_�;���m�-�|�†�u�;��
we all depend on at the core. The 
culture wars over land management 
�l�†�v�|���0�;���v�;�|���-�v�b�7�;���|�o���=�o�v�|�;�u��
�†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���-�m�7���v�;�m�v�b�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹�7���0�;�=�o�u�;��
�o�†�u���=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�u�;���7�;�]�u�-�7�;�7���0�;�‹�o�m�7��
�u�;�r�-�b�u�7���t�o�v�|���=�o�u�;�ˆ�;�u�:����

Burnt hollow-bearing tree. BEN GILL �Æ

�Ç�����K�!�9���	�-�ˆ�b�7�����|�|�;�u�v�_�-�m�h�������7�����7�u�b�-�m�����-�u�v�_�-�t�t�7�����7�u�b�-�m�����-�l�b�t�|�o�m���P���!�����Q���-�m�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t�t�o�u�����;�-�|�_�;�u�����-�u�1�†�v�7���‰�b�|�_��
LRAG members. COURTESY DAVID ETTERSHANK

�Ç Growling Grass Frog. JAMES WHITE   �È Fat-tailed Dunnart. BERNARD DUPONT

Give Brush-tailed Phascogales a chance! Give Brush-tailed Phascogales a chance! 
Carnivorous and cryptic with a dramatic love life – Brush-tailed Carnivorous and cryptic with a dramatic love life – Brush-tailed 

Phascogales sure are interesting little marsupials.Phascogales sure are interesting little marsupials.

They live in tree hollows. They like open, dry forests. And they have They live in tree hollows. They like open, dry forests. And they have 
big bushy tails. Like Antechinus, the males spend the mating season big bushy tails. Like Antechinus, the males spend the mating season 

in a fornicating frenzy. They spend so much of their energy spreading in a fornicating frenzy. They spend so much of their energy spreading 
their genetics around that they die soon after. It's de�nitely live fast, their genetics around that they die soon after. It's de�nitely live fast, 

die young for these frisky phascogales.die young for these frisky phascogales.

In Victoria, they're Vulnerable to extinction. They're up against In Victoria, they're Vulnerable to extinction. They're up against 
habitat destruction from �r e and loophole logging. But we can help habitat destruction from �re and loophole logging. But we can help 

protect them.  Add your voice to give our phascogales a chance.protect them.  Add your voice to give our phascogales a chance.

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au// actionaction// minister-give- native-forests-proper-oversightminister-give-native-forests-proper-oversight

The Ramsar-listed wetlands The Ramsar-listed wetlands 
and the rich marine web and the rich marine web 
of life along the western of life along the western 
shoreline of the bay are shoreline of the bay are 

home to more bird species home to more bird species 
than Kakadu. than Kakadu. 

� �
�
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Bull ants, bulldozers and the 
�7�-�u�h���v�b�7�;���o�=���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;

GRASSY PLAINS 
�����$�)���!����
�
�����������$���$���!�7��

ADRIAN MARSHALL, 
�������	���!�"�����
�������$���,�������"��������������
���
�
���!�$�"���$�������!���$�����$��������
�&���������������������$�������+��
�����(���������	���������������!�"���$�������$�"��
���!���
���$���������������"�$

M yrmecia nobilis doesn’t have 
a common name and it isn’t 

common. This native bull ant could 
�0�;���-���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7���v�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u�7���f�†�v�|���t�b�h�;���o�|�_�;�u��
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���|�_�-�|���v�|�-�m�7�7���=�t�-�r�7��
scurry or vegetatively mass in the way 
�o�=���0�†�t�t�7�o�Œ�;�u�v�:�����m�7���|�_�-�|�=�v���;�Š�1�b�|�b�m�]�:

The little evidence we have suggests 
it is a rare grassland specialist, 
�t�b�l�b�|�;�7���|�o���|�_�;�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���u�;�]�b�o�m�7��
�0�†�|���‰�;���7�o�m�=�|���h�m�o�‰���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���m�o���o�m�;��
�_�-�v���u�;�-�t�t�‹���t�o�o�h�;�7���v�b�m�1�;���|�_�;���•�–�“�•�v�:��
���o�m�|�;�l�r�o�u�-�u�‹���7�-�|�-���b�v���=�u�o�l���-���_�-�m�7�=�†�t��
�o�=���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;���u�;�1�o�u�7�v���r�o�v�|�;�7���o�m��
iNaturalist. 

�+�o�†���l�b�]�_�|���|�_�b�m�h���_�-�ˆ�b�m�]���o�m�t�‹���=�b�ˆ�;��
�h�m�o�‰�m���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�v���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;���;�m�o�†�]�_���|�o��

get the ant listed as threatened under 
Victoria’s main nature laws. Sadly, 
you’d be wrong.

�$�o���=�b�m�7���o�†�|���l�o�u�;�7���-���=�;�‰���o�=���†�v���=�u�o�l��
�|�_�;�����u�-�v�v�‹�����t�-�b�m�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h���-�m�7���(��������
teamed up with some Entomological 
Society people to learn about the ant. 

It’s an unusual ant. They live in small 
�1�o�t�o�m�b�;�v���o�=���o�m�t�‹���-�0�o�†�|���‘�•���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v�:��
���m�7���|�_�;���t�†�;�;�m�v���-�u�;���=�t�b�]�_�|�t�;�v�v�7��
meaning the ant is unable to disperse 
widely over the landscape. That’s a 
�1�o�m�1�;�u�m�7���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���b�|���l�-�h�;�v���|�_�;���-�m�|��
more vulnerable to local extinction, 
�;�v�r�;�1�b�-�t�t�‹���b�m���_�b�]�_�t�‹���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�;�7��
grasslands.

�$�o���l�;�;�|���|�_�;���-�m�|�7���‰�;���‰�;�m�|���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u��
the recorded nests, and 
�b�|�]�v���m�o�|���;�-�v�‹���|�o���=�b�m�7���-�m���-�m�|��
�b�m���|�_�b�1�h���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�:

That’s when things went 
�‰�u�o�m�]�:�����m�;���o�=���|�_�;���=�b�ˆ�;��
�h�m�o�‰�m���m�;�v�|���v�b�|�;�v���_�-�7��
been dug up!

�)�;���‰�;�u�;���_�o�u�u�b�=�b�;�7�:�����†�u��
nest had been poached.

It turns out ant collecting 
is surprisingly common, 
�‰�b�|�_���t�†�;�;�m�v���o�=���u�-�u�;���-�m�|�v��
worth good money.

���-�u�|���o�=���o�†�u���_�o�u�u�o�u���‰�-�v��
that our citizen science 

activities had possibly contributed 
to the poaching by alerting people 
to the ant’s potentially rare status, 
�;�m�1�o�†�u�-�]�b�m�]���r�;�o�r�t�;���|�o���t�o�o�h���=�o�u���b�|�:��

We were in a terrible quandary. Keep 
on with the citizen science despite 
�=�;�-�u�v���‰�;���‰�;�u�;���l�-�h�b�m�]���l�-�|�|�;�u�v���‰�o�u�v�;�7��
�h�;�;�r���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���|�o�‰�-�u�7�v���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���-���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t�t�‹���;�m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7��
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v�5�����u���v�|�o�r�7���h�;�;�r���v�;�1�u�;�|���|�_�;��
�u�;�l�-�b�m�b�m�]���h�m�o�‰�m���m�;�v�|���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���-�m�7��
hope the ant survives without human 
�_�;�t�r�5

���m�;���r�o�-�1�_�;�u�7���-�m���-�m�|���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�m�]��
‘enthusiast’ on YouTube, recently told 
us via chat that the reserve where the 
�r�o�-�1�_�b�m�]���_�-�r�r�;�m�;�7���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���-���h�m�o�‰�m��
�1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�m�]���v�b�|�;���=�o�u���‹�;�-�u�v�:

���†�u���u�;�1�;�m�|���b�m�|�;�u�;�v�|�7���b�m���|�_�b�v���b�m�v�|�-�m�1�;�7��
hadn’t had anything to do with the 
poaching. We’d just uncovered it. 

Inaction will gain the ant little. We 
�m�;�;�7���|�o���l�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7���1�-�u�;�=�†�t�t�‹���-�m�7��
through good rigorous science build a 
�v�|�u�o�m�]���0�-�v�b�v���=�o�u���
�
�����t�b�v�|�b�m�]�:��

�$�_�;�m���o�†�u���0�†�t�t���-�m�|���=�u�b�;�m�7���1�-�m���u�;�-�t�t�‹��
stand and bellow!  

Keeping your 
�v�b�]�_�|�b�m�]�v���v�-�=�;
���o�-�1�_�;�u�v���o�=���-�t�t���v�o�u�|�v���P�-�m�|�v�7���o�u�1�_�b�7�v�7��
�t�b�Œ�-�u�7�v�7���‹�o�†���m�-�l�;���b�|�Q���†�v�;���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
�v�1�b�;�m�1�;���7�-�|�-���|�o���b�t�t�;�]�-�t�t�‹���|�-�h�;���u�-�u�;��
�-�m�7���1�o�t�t�;�1�|�b�0�t�;���1�u�;�-�|�†�u�;�v���=�o�u���r�u�o�=�b�|�:��
Here’s what you can do to help:

���=���‹�o�†���v�†�v�r�;�1�|���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���r�o�-�1�_�b�m�]��
incident has occurred, tell the 
Conservation Regulator. They are 
the cop on the beat.

���=���‹�o�†���r�o�v�|���o�0�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�v���o�=��
�1�u�;�-�|�†�u�;�v���t�b�h�;�t�‹���|�o���0�;���r�o�-�1�_�;�7��
to iNaturalist or similar sites, 
blur your data so the exact GPS 
coordinates can’t be seen.

�	�o�m�=�|���r�o�v�|���r�b�1�|�†�u�;�v���o�=���o�u�1�_�b�7�v���b�m��
particular on social media.

Nature's coppers
���=�=�b�1�;���o�=���|�_�;�����o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���!�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u 
�ˆ�b�1�:�]�o�ˆ�:�-�†�F�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�J�u�;�]�†�t�-�|�o�u

�!�;�r�o�u�|���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���1�u�b�l�;�v���o�m���r�†�0�t�b�1���t�-�m�7���•�’�u���•�v�u

�!�;�r�o�u�|���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�u�b�l�;���|�o�����u�b�l�;���"�|�o�r�r�;�u�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�� 
�o�m�t�b�m�;���o�u���o�m���•�v�•�•���’�’�’���•�•�•

�)�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�u�b�l�;���b�v���-�m�‹���b�t�t�;�]�-�t���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹���|�_�-�|���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���b�l�r�-�1�|�v��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���‰�;�t�=�-�u�;�7���‰�_�b�1�_���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���1�-�†�v�b�m�]���r�-�b�m���-�m�7���v�†�=�=�;�u�b�m�]���|�o��
�b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���o�u���-�1�|�v���|�_�-�|���1�o�†�t�7���m�;�]�-�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹���-�=�=�;�1�|���v�r�;�1�b�;�v��
�v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�-�t�:�����1�|�b�o�m�v���|�_�-�|���1�-�m���_�-�u�l�7���v�1�-�u�;�7���o�u���h�b�t�t���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�7���v�†�1�_��
as hunting, poisoning, or trapping without permission are all 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�u�b�l�;�v�:

���|�_�;�u���b�t�t�;�]�-�t���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���1�o�m�v�b�7�;�u�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���1�u�b�l�;�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;���r�o�-�1�_�b�m�]�7��
�|�u�-�7�b�m�]�7���b�l�r�o�u�|�b�m�]�7���;�Š�r�o�u�|�b�m�]�7���h�;�;�r�b�m�]���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���-�v���r�;�|�v��
�†�m�t�-�‰�=�†�t�t�‹�7���-�m�7���7�;�v�|�u�o�‹�b�m�]���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�7���v�†�1�_���-�v���m�;�v�|�v���-�m�7���|�u�;�;�v�:

Glad tidings Nature news to bring a smile to your face

�ã Friends save beard 
orchid from extinction  
The Critically Endangered Bald-tip Beard Orchid 
received a late reprieve after Kinglake Friends of 
the Forest threatened legal action against FFMV, 
prompting it to cancel a planned burn of habitat.

With fewer than 10 plants remaining in the wild, 
this orchid was thought extinct until rediscovered 
in 1968 at a site near Whroo. That site was 
included in a 183 ha area scheduled for controlled 
burns by FFMV, along with two further burns 
nearby in areas designated as potential orchid 
habitat.

Ecologist Karl Just, who surveyed the area near 
Whroo, said the planned burns would have had a 
‘high likelihood of causing a species extinction’. �Á

Source: The Guardian, 8 Oct 2024

�%Rascally rabbits removed 
A rabbit eradication program on Deen Maar Is. (formerly 
Lady Julia Percy Is.) looks to have been a great success. 

Home to Victoria’s largest breeding colonies of Australian 
Fur Seals, Deen Maar lies 8.1 km off the coast between 
Port Fairy and Portland, in Eastern Maar and Gunditjmara 
Country. The 2.4 by 1.2 km island is also an important 

nesting site for Fairy Penguins, Short-tailed Shearwaters, 
Fairy Prions and Common Diving Petrels. 

Rabbits were introduced in 1898. Native animals like 
penguins and seabirds that had called Deen Maar Island 
home for thousands of years could not compete. Many 
had to relocate to treacherous rocky outcrops to survive. 
The rabbits had also been degrading cultural sites.

DEECA declared war by laying carrot baits, unleashing 
calicivirus and setting traps. Monitoring for survivors 
began in December last year and if none are spotted after 
two years, the island will be declared rabbit-free.

Changes are already beginning to occur, with native 
animals reclaiming empty rabbit burrows. ‘To hear stories 
about penguins and seabirds reclaiming areas previously 
overrun with rabbit warrens, or even using empty rabbit 
warrens as nests is just amazing,’ DEECA’s Richard Hill 
said. �Á  

Source: Yahoo! News, 10 Oct 2024

�k Welcome little one! 
We're thrilled! A nursery of baby Mt Cole Grevillea have 
emerged in the fire-ravaged forests it calls home.
After summer 
bushfires 
devoured 
their Mt Cole 
range, we’re 
over the moon 
to find seedlings 
dotting the 
scorched earth.
Despite 
the skeletal 
remains of 
mature plants, 
these critically 
endangered 
grevilleas 
are showing 
incredible 
resilience.
The focus is now 
safeguarding these babes 
from grazing by feral deer 
and other pressures. Funding and long-term research 
initiatives must be top of Environment Minister Steve 
Dimopoulos's list.
Even better – legislate the expert-recommended central 
west national parks to protect all of our vulnerable plants 
and creatures! �Á   

�Ç Myrmecia nobilis in a nest later dug up by poachers 
GELKIU/INATURALIST

It turns out ant collecting is It turns out ant collecting is 
surprisingly common, with surprisingly common, with 
queens of rare ants worth queens of rare ants worth 

good money.good money.
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/08/endangered-bald-tip-beard-orchid-saved-from-burn-victoria
https://au.news.yahoo.com/aussie-island-undergoes-major-change-as-155-year-old-mistake-corrected-004929589.html. 


�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

�-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;���)�o�|�f�o�0�-�t�†�h 
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�	�b�m�]�o���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���7�b�v�]�u�-�1�;���K���1�†�t�t�b�m�]���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�v
JORDAN CROOK, 
PARKS AND NATURE 
�������������������!�7���)���$����

�$�����������$���"�$��������
�	�������������!���$�����$���������•���!������������
�$�����!�����
�‘��

I n mid-September, the Victorian 
Government made the troubling 

�7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m���|�o���;�Š�|�;�m�7���|�_�;���1�†�t�t�b�m�]���o�=��
Dingoes on public and private 
�t�-�m�7���†�m�|�b�t���•�����-�m�†�-�u�‹���‘�•�‘�v�:���$�_�;�b�u��
media release, disingenuously titled 
'Balancing Dingo Conservation and 
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�7�]���o�0�v�1�†�u�;�7���|�_�;���v�;�u�b�o�†�v��
�b�l�r�t�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�v���o�=���|�_�;���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�:��

This unprotection order, enacted 
under the Wildlife Act,���u�;�ˆ�o�h�;�v���|�_�;��
Dingo's status as a threatened species 
under state nature laws (Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act)�:�����|�=�v���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�o��
understand what 'balance' means 
when the culling zone in eastern 
Victoria has expanded by a staggering 
�‘�u�•�7�’�•�–���_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���r�u�b�ˆ�-�|�;���t�-�m�7�:��

This decision blatantly ignores 
�|�_�;���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;���o�=���7�;�1�t�b�m�b�m�]���	�b�m�]�o��
populations and their genetic diversity 
in eastern Victoria. It disregards 
research demonstrating that Dingoes 
are not hybridising with domestic 
dogs. And it undermines the cultural 
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�1�;���o�=���	�b�m�]�o�;�v���|�o���
�b�u�v�|��
Nations communities and their critical 
role in maintaining a resilient, healthy 
�‰�;�0���o�=���t�b�=�;�:��

September’s decision did include 
some small victories, such as ending 
the discredited bounty program that 
targeted Dingoes, and a modest 
investment in non-lethal deterrent 
trials. 

Still, the overall impact is alarming. 
���;�t�b�m�7�-�����u�o�‰�m�b�m�]�7���7�b�u�;�1�|�o�u���o�=��
the Australian Dingo Foundation, 
warned that this decision could push 
alpine Dingoes onto an 'extinction 
trajectory.' 

���-�v�|���‹�;�-�u���-�t�o�m�;�7���-�|���t�;�-�v�|���“�u�v���	�b�m�]�o�;�v��
were trapped and shot. This is a 
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���t�o�v�v���o�=���‘�7�u�“�•���b�m�7�b�ˆ�b�7�†�-�t�v�:����

The estimated population remaining in 
�;�-�v�|�;�u�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���b�v���v�7�v�•�•���-�m�b�l�-�t�v�:��

VNPA is deeply concerned about the 
�]�;�m�;�|�b�1���_�;�-�t�|�_���o�=���|�_�;���)�b�t�h�;�u�u�F�	�b�m�]�o��
population in the Big Desert. These 
�	�b�m�]�o�;�v���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7���=�u�o�l��
state culling programs due to their low 
numbers and genetic diversity.  

We continue to collaborate 
�‰�b�|�_���$�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t�����‰�m�;�u�v���-�m�7��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�b�v�|�v���|�o���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;���=�o�u���m�o�m�J
�t�;�|�_�-�t���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�=���	�b�m�]�o�;�v���o�m��
private land. Together, we can protect 
these incredible animals and end the 
�v�|�-�|�;�J�v�r�o�m�v�o�u�;�7���h�b�t�t�b�m�]���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�v���o�m��
public lands.  

�!�o�1�h���1�t�b�l�0�b�m�]���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;����
P�-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�ˆ�;���r�†�|���=�o�u�‰�-�u�7��

changes to the Dyurrite Cultural 
���-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���P���o�†�m�|�����u�-�r�b�t�;�v�J�$�o�o�-�m��
�"�|�-�|�;�����-�u�h�Q�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|�����t�-�m���|�o��
protect cultural heritage sites. 

This includes $1.7 million to upgrade 
�ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u���=�-�1�b�t�b�|�b�;�v���v�†�1�_���-�v���0�-�u�0�;�1�†�;�v�7��
�r�b�1�m�b�1���|�-�0�t�;�v�7���u�;�=�u�;�v�_�;�7���‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���|�u�-�1�h�v�7��
and trails as well as interpretive 
�v�b�]�m�-�]�;���o�m���|�_�;���1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���v�|�o�u�‹���o�=���|�_�;��
�r�-�u�h�:�����†�|�7�-�|�;�7���|�o�b�t�;�|���=�-�1�b�t�b�|�b�;�v���b�m��
���;�m�|�;�m�-�u�‹�����-�u�h���‰�b�t�t���-�t�v�o���0�;���u�;�r�t�-�1�;�7�:��

�$�_�;���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���1�o�l�;���-�=�|�;�u���;�Š�|�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;��
�v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹���‰�o�u�h���0�‹�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�m�7���|�_�;��
���-�u�;�m�]�b�����-�7�f�b�m�����-�m�7�����o�†�m�1�b�t�7���|�_�;���r�-�u�h��
�b�v���_�o�l�;���|�o���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���v�|�o�m�;��
�t�†�-�u�u�‹���1�o�l�r�t�;�Š�;�v���=�o�†�m�7���b�m�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-��
�‰�b�|�_���u�o�1�h���-�u�|���-�m�7���v�1�-�u���|�u�;�;�v���7�-�|�b�m�]��
�0�-�1�h���’�7�•�•�•���‹�;�-�u�v�:��

�$�_�;���-�l�;�m�7�l�;�m�|�v���|�o���|�_�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
���t�-�m���‰�b�t�t���v�;�;���-���u�;�7�†�1�|�b�o�m���b�m���u�o�1�h��
�1�t�b�l�0�b�m�]���u�o�†�|�;�v���‰�b�|�_�b�m���|�_�;���r�-�u�h���|�o���v�•��
�v�b�|�;�v�7���|�_�;���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�7���†�v�;���o�=���v�o�l�;���o�=��

the climbing sites was jeopardising 
�|�_�;���b�m�|�;�]�u�b�|�‹���o�=���|�_�;���1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���_�;�u�b�|�-�]�;��
�v�b�|�;�v���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���|�_�;���;�1�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���o�=��
�|�_�;���-�u�;�-���‰�b�|�_���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;���|�u�-�1�h�v���-�m�7��
�u�o�†�|�;�v���1�u�;�-�|�;�7���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�t�t�‹�:����

�$�_�;���‰�_�o�t�;���r�†�u�r�o�v�;���o�=���_�-�ˆ�b�m�]���=�o�u�l�-�t��
�v�|�-�|�;���-�m�7���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���b�v���|�o���l�-�m�-�]�;��
�u�;�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���b�m���-���‰�-�‹���|�_�-�|���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�v���h�;�‹��
�ˆ�-�t�†�;�v���o�=���|�_�;���v�b�|�;�v���‰�_�;�|�_�;�u���1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t��
heritage or environmental. 

The Dyurrite Cultural Landscape in on 
�|�_�;���t�-�m�7�v���o�=���|�_�;���)�o�|�f�o�0�-�t�†�h�7�����-�-�7�‰�-�7��
���-�7�-�‰�-�7�f�-�t�b�7���)�;�u�]�-�b�-���-�m�7�����†�r�-�]�†�t�h��
peoples. 
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Discover how Dr Daniel Hunter Discover how Dr Daniel Hunter 
captured these amazing photographs captured these amazing photographs 

and our cover image at  and our cover image at  
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Spotlight on Nature with Trevor Speirs

���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t 
Ninox strenua

W ith their nocturnal activities and well-hidden 
�7�-�‹�t�b�]�_�|���u�o�o�v�|�v�7���=�o�u�;�v�|���o�‰�t�v���-�u�;���o�=�|�;�m���|�_�o�†�]�_�|��

�o�=���-�v���l�‹�v�|�;�u�b�o�†�v���1�u�;�-�|�†�u�;�v�7���0�†�|���|�_�;�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t���b�v��
�b�m���l�-�m�‹���‰�-�‹�v���-���1�u�;�-�|�†�u�;���o�=���_�-�0�b�|�:�����u�;�;�7�b�m�]���r�-�b�u�v���u�-�b�v�;��
�o�m�;���o�u���|�‰�o���1�_�b�1�h�v���-���v�;�-�v�o�m�7���=�t�;�7�]�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���b�m���t�-�|�;��
�"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u���o�u���;�-�u�t�‹�����1�|�o�0�;�u�:

�!�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���=�t�;�7�]�;�7���1�_�b�1�h�v�����‰�b�t�t���m�;�;�7���-���v�|�;�-�7�‹���v�†�r�r�t�‹���o�=��
�_�b�]�_���r�u�o�|�;�b�m���l�;�-�t�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�b�u���r�-�u�;�m�|�v�8�����-�v�|�;�u�m���!�b�m�]�J
�|�-�b�t�;�7�����o�v�v�†�l�v���-�u�;���0�‹���=�-�u���|�_�;���l�-�b�m���=�-�u�;���b�m���|�_�b�v���=�o�u�;�v�|�7��
along with an occasional Greater Glider and Sugar 
���t�b�7�;�u�:�������r�-�b�u���o�=���-�7�†�t�|�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v���1�-�m���r�u�;�‹���o�m��
around 250 to 300 possums/gliders a year and the 
�-�0�†�m�7�-�m�1�;���o�=���-�u�0�o�u�;�-�t���l�-�l�l�-�t�v���‰�b�t�t���0�;���-���r�u�b�l�-�u�‹��
�=�-�1�|�o�u���b�m���7�;�|�;�u�l�b�m�b�m�]���|�_�;���;�Š�|�;�m�|���o�=���-���r�-�b�u�=�v���|�;�u�u�b�|�o�u�‹�:��

���|�=�v���-���7�-�m�]�;�u�o�†�v���|�b�l�;���=�o�u���1�_�b�1�h�v���‰�_�;�m���|�_�;�‹���=�b�u�v�|���t�;�-�ˆ�;��
�|�_�;���m�;�v�|���_�o�t�t�o�‰�:���$�_�;�‹���-�u�;���o�=�|�;�m���v�;�;�m���r�;�u�1�_�;�7���o�m��
�;�Š�r�o�v�;�7���0�u�-�m�1�_�;�v���1�t�o�v�;���|�o���|�_�;���m�;�v�|���|�u�;�;���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;��
�r�-�u�;�m�|�v���1�-�m���=�b�m�7���-���v�;�1�†�u�;���1�o�m�1�;�-�t�;�7���u�o�o�v�|�:�������7�-�‹���v�r�;�m�|��
�b�m���|�_�;���o�r�;�m���1�-�m���t�;�-�ˆ�;���|�_�;�l���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�t�;���|�o���-�|�|�-�1�h�v��
�=�u�o�l���t�-�u�]�;�u���0�b�u�7�v���t�b�h�;�����†�u�u�-�‰�o�m�]�v���-�m�7���"�†�t�r�_�†�u�J�1�u�;�v�|�;�7��
���o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v�:�����o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v���-�u�;���o�=�|�;�m���v�;�;�m���r�o�h�b�m�]���-�u�o�†�m�7��
occupied owl nests during daylight hours.

���m���|�_�;���‰�;�;�h�v���=�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���=�t�;�7�]�b�m�]�7���|�_�;���-�7�†�t�|�v���o�=�|�;�m���l�o�ˆ�;��
�|�_�;���‹�o�†�m�]�v�|�;�u�v���v�o�l�;���7�b�v�|�-�m�1�;���-�‰�-�‹���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]��
�-�u�;�-�7���r�o�v�v�b�0�t�‹���|�o���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���u�-�m�]�;���‰�_�b�1�_��
�_�-�v���-���l�o�u�;���u�;�-�7�b�t�‹���-�ˆ�-�b�t�-�0�t�;���v�†�r�r�t�‹���o�=���r�u�;�‹�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�|�b�l�;���o�=���t�;�-�ˆ�b�m�]���|�_�;���m�;�v�|���|�b�t�t���u�;�-�1�_�b�m�]���b�m�7�;�r�;�m�7�;�m�1�;�7��
�-�m�‹�‰�_�;�u�;���=�u�o�l���u���|�o���v���l�o�m�|�_�v�7���f�†�ˆ�;�m�b�t�;���o�‰�t�v���‰�b�t�t��
have to learn how to hunt and be less reliant on their 
parents. Independence brings more challenges to 
young owls, as they must either pair up with a suitable 
�l�-�|�;���o�u���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_���-���0�u�;�;�7�b�m�]���|�;�u�u�b�|�o�u�‹���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���o�‰�m�:��

Trevor Speirs is a member of Wombat Forestcare

Public consultation on Public consultation on 
the draft management the draft management 
plan was open to 2 Dec. plan was open to 2 Dec. 

Read more atRead more at

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au// arapilesarapiles

Call on your elected Call on your elected 
reps to �nd a better way reps to �nd a better way 
to live with Dingoes, so to live with Dingoes, so 
they get the protection they get the protection 

they deserve.they deserve.

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
minister s-stop-ministers-stop-

persecuting-dingoespersecuting-dingoes

�
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

�-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;�����†�m�†�u�o�m�] 
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

���;�|���=�b�v�_���1�o�†�m�|�b�m�]�4

F rom 16 November to 15 December this year, hundreds 
�o�=���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v���-�m�7���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�;�u�v���‰�b�t�t���r�t�†�m�]�;���b�m�|�o���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���|�o��

�|�-�h�;���r�-�u�|���b�m���|�_�;���0�b�]�]�;�v�|���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m�J�v�1�b�;�m�1�;���;�ˆ�;�m�|���o�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
marine calendar, the Great Victorian Fish Count. 

The Great Victorian Fish Count is an annual citizen science 
�;�ˆ�;�m�|���‰�_�;�u�;���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�v���-�m�7���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v���‰�o�u�h���|�o�]�;�|�_�;�u���|�o��
�u�;�1�o�u�7���-�m�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���l�-�u�b�m�;���=�b�v�_���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
�1�o�-�v�|�t�b�m�;�:���$�_�b�v���;�ˆ�;�m�|���_�;�t�r�v���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v���|�u�-�1�h���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���b�m���=�b�v�_��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�‹���|�u�;�m�7�v�7���-�m�7���-�v�v�;�v�v���|�_�;���_�;�-�t�|�_���o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;��
�;�1�o�v�‹�v�|�;�l�v�7���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���;�=�=�o�u�|�v�:����

The event has been running since 2002, led by VNPA 
�b�m���r�-�u�|�m�;�u�v�_�b�r���‰�b�|�_�����†�v�;�†�l�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7��
Coastcare Victoria, Redmap, local dive operators and local 
community groups. 

By involving local communities, the Fish Count also raises 
awareness about marine biodiversity and encourages 
�v�|�;�‰�-�u�7�v�_�b�r���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
unique underwater 
environments. 

The data collected is uploaded 
�|�o���|�_�;�����|�t�-�v���o�=�����b�ˆ�b�m�]��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���P�-�m���o�m�t�b�m�;���v�|�o�u�;���=�o�u��
biodiversity data, currently 
�‰�b�|�_���o�ˆ�;�u���u�•���l�b�t�t�b�o�m���u�;�1�o�u�7�v�Q��
�|�o���b�l�r�u�o�ˆ�;���o�†�u���h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���o�=��
Victoria’s marine species. 
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Western Port community 
series

�� �†�u���=�b�u�v�|���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���‰�;�0�b�m�-�u���0�u�o�h�;��
a VNPA record, attracting nearly 

500 participants! This phenomenal 
�|�†�u�m�o�†�|���_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|�v���|�_�;���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���o�=��
the Western Port Bay community. 
�$�_�;���‰�;�0�b�m�-�u���‰�-�v���-���1�o�t�t�-�0�o�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���;�=�=�o�u�|��
between VNPA and the Western Port 
Biosphere Foundation, with support 
�=�u�o�l�����o�-�v�|�1�-�u�;�:��

���-�u�b�m�;���1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m�v���v�_�-�u�;�7���ˆ�-�t�†�-�0�t�;��
insights into the seagrass, dolphins, 
whales, brachiopods, and other marine 
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v���|�_�-�|���l�-�h�;���|�_�;�v�;���‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v���v�o��
unique. We learnt: 

• �$�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���•�v���u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|���7�o�t�r�_�b�m�v��
that hang out in Western Port Bay, 
in the areas between Somers and 
Shoreham. 

• Western Port Bay has hard corals 
�-�m�7���b�v���‰�o�u�t�7�J�u�;�m�o�‰�m�;�7���=�o�u���b�|�v��
�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=���_�‹�7�u�o�b�7�v���P�v�|�-�|�b�o�m�-�u�‹��
�r�u�;�7�-�|�o�u�v���u�;�t�-�|�;�7���|�o���f�;�t�t�‹�=�b�v�_�Q�:��

• Seagrass are plants, not algae! 

The recording is available at VNPA’s 
�+�o�†�$�†�0�;���1�_�-�m�m�;�t���Pyoutube.com/user/
VNPATV�Q�:

�"�o�l�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�u�b�m�;���1�_�-�l�r�v���b�m�1�t�†�7�;��
�	�-�ˆ�;���	�o�m�m�;�t�t�‹���-�m�7�����;�=�=���)�;�b�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;��
�	�o�t�r�_�b�m���!�;�v�;�-�u�1�_�����m�v�|�b�|�†�|�;�7���-�m�7�����t�b��
�=�u�o�l���	�;�-�h�b�m���&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹�:����

Western Port Framework 
���†�u���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���=�o�u���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|��
���-�‹���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h���b�v���]�-�b�m�b�m�]���l�o�l�;�m�|�†�l�:��

�$�_�;�����m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���$�o�†�u�b�v�l�����b�m�b�v�|�;�u��
�_�-�v���0�;�;�m���0�u�b�;�=�;�7�7���-�m�7���|�_�;�����-�u�b�m�;��
and Coastal Council have indicated 
support. Now, we need a public 
�1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|���-�m�7���=�†�m�7�b�m�]���|�o���0�u�b�m�]���|�_�b�v��
�ˆ�b�v�b�o�m���|�o���t�b�=�;�:��

�)�;�=�ˆ�;���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�;�7���|�_�;���b�7�;�-�t���|�o�o�t���|�o��
�l�-�h�;���|�_�;���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h��
�;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���-�m�7���v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�t�;���‰�_�b�t�;��
balancing diverse interests: a marine 
�v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m���=�o�u���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�:���	�;�v�r�b�|�;��
a commitment under Victoria’s 
���-�u�b�m�;���-�m�7�����o�-�v�|�-�t�����o�t�b�1�‹�7���|�_�;�u�;�=�v��
�v�|�b�t�t���m�o���v�b�]�m���o�=���-���l�-�u�b�m�;���v�r�-�|�b�-�t���r�t�-�m��
being delivered. Time is running out 
�b�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���b�v���|�o���_�o�m�o�u���b�|�v���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v���|�o��
protect our marine treasures. 

Western Port is an exceptional 
�1�-�m�7�b�7�-�|�;���=�o�u���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���=�b�u�v�|���r�b�t�o�|��
project. As Victoria’s second-largest 
bay, its rapidly declining wetlands are 
�-�m���o�0�ˆ�b�o�†�v���1�_�o�b�1�;���=�o�u���r�u�b�o�u�b�|�b�v�-�|�b�o�m��
and protection.

Victorian Renewable Energy 
Terminal (VRET) 
In January, the Federal Environment 
���b�m�b�v�|�;�u���u�;�f�;�1�|�;�7���|�_�;�����o�u�|���o�=�����-�v�|�b�m�]�v��
proposed expansion to assemble and 
�|�u�-�m�v�r�o�u�|���o�=�=�v�_�o�u�;���‰�b�m�7���l�-�|�;�u�b�-�t�v�:���$�_�b�v��
decision was welcomed by nature and 
community groups due to the serious 
�u�b�v�h�v���b�|���r�o�v�;�7���|�o���|�_�;���!�-�l�v�-�u�J�t�b�v�|�;�7��
�‰�;�|�t�-�m�7�v���o�=���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�:��

���o�‰���|�_�;���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���b�v���0�-�1�h���=�o�u��
�-���v�;�1�o�m�7���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�:���$�_�;�����o�u�|���o�=��
Hastings, representing the Victorian 
Government, is preparing an 
�-�t�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���r�u�o�r�o�v�-�t���=�o�u���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�:��
We understand that this new proposal 
�-�b�l�v���|�o���u�;�7�†�1�;���|�_�;���7�u�;�7�]�b�m�]���=�o�o�|�r�u�b�m�|��
�-�m�7���v�1�-�t�;���0�-�1�h���r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v�t�‹���r�u�o�r�o�v�;�7��
land reclamation. 

The revised proposal is expected to be 
released in early 2025.

���|�]�v���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t���|�_�b�v���r�u�o�f�;�1�|���b�v���1�-�u�;�=�†�t�t�‹��
planned to protect Western Port’s 
wetlands. This is why we continue 
�|�o���r�†�v�_���=�o�u���|�_�;���-�7�o�r�|�b�o�m���o�=���-���l�-�u�b�m�;��
spatial plan under the Western Port 
�
�u�-�l�;�‰�o�u�h�:����

Salty Science with Kade Mills

�Ç���!�;�;�=�)�-�|�1�_�����o�o�u�7�b�m�-�|�o�u�7�����-�7�;�����b�t�t�v�7���b�m���|�_�;�����(�
�����‘�•�‘�“��
t-shirt. DESIGN BY NICOLE MERTENS

Herring Cale  
Olisthops cyanomelas

L �b�h�;���v�-�t�|���-�m�7���ˆ�b�m�;�]�-�u�7���]�b�m���-�m�7���|�o�m�b�1�7���o�u���1�o�r�v���-�m�7��
�7�o�m�†�|�v�7�����;�u�u�b�m�]�����-�t�;���-�m�7���h�;�t�r���-�u�;���-���r�;�u�=�;�1�|���r�-�b�u�b�m�]�:��

�+�o�†�=�t�t���o�m�t�‹���=�b�m�7�����;�u�u�b�m�]�����-�t�;���v�‰�b�l�l�b�m�]���-�m�7���=�;�;�7�b�m�]��
�-�l�o�m�]���|�_�;���t�-�u�]�;���0�u�o�‰�m���-�t�]�-�;���|�_�-�|���=�o�u�l���|�_�;���0�-�1�h�0�o�m�;��
�o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v�����u�;�-�|���"�o�†�|�_�;�u�m���!�;�;�=�:��

�$�_�;�v�;���†�m�b�t�†�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;���‰�u�-�v�v�;���=�-�l�b�t�‹���_�-�ˆ�;��
�=�†�v�;�7���|�;�;�|�_���|�_�-�|���]�b�ˆ�;���|�_�;�l���-���0�;�-�h�J�t�b�h�;���-�r�r�;�-�u�-�m�1�;�7��
�r�;�u�=�;�1�|���=�o�u���m�b�0�0�t�b�m�]���o�m���h�;�t�r�:���&�m�t�b�h�;���l�o�v�|���‰�u�-�v�v�;�7���|�_�;�‹��
�-�u�;�m�]�|���0�o�u�m���=�;�l�-�t�;���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���|�o���1�_�-�m�]�;���v�;�Š���t�-�|�;�u��
�b�m���t�b�=�;�:�����m�v�|�;�-�7�7���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���0�o�u�m���;�b�|�_�;�u���l�-�t�;���o�u���=�;�l�-�t�;���K���-�m�7��
�v�|�-�‹���|�_�-�|���‰�-�‹�:���)�;�b�u�7�7���u�b�]�_�|�5

���-�t�;�v�7���|�u�†�;���|�o���‰�u�-�v�v�;���=�-�v�_�b�o�m�7���-�u�;���|�_�;���=�t�-�v�_�b�;�u���o�=���|�_�;���|�‰�o�7��
�v�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���-���v�|�u�b�h�b�m�]���0�t�†�;�J�0�t�-�1�h���_�†�;���‰�b�|�_���b�u�b�7�;�v�1�;�m�|���0�t�†�;��
lines and spots. Females, on the other hand, blend in 
�0�;�|�|�;�u���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u���h�;�t�r���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]�v�7���v�_�o�‰�b�m�]���o�=�=���-���0�u�o�‰�m�J
golden colour with white spots. 

���v���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u�v���‰�-�u�l���†�r�7���|�_�;�v�;���=�b�v�_���]�;�|���=�u�b�v�h�‹�:�����-�t�;�v��
�;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_���|�;�u�u�b�|�o�u�b�;�v���-�m�7���ˆ�b�]�o�u�o�†�v�t�‹���=�t�b�1�h���|�_�;�b�u���|�-�b�t�v���b�m��

�_�o�r�;�v���o�=���b�l�r�u�;�v�v�b�m�]���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���=�;�l�-�t�;���|�_�-�|���r�-�v�v�;�v���|�_�;�b�u���‰�-�‹�:��
���-�|�b�m�]���b�v���-���7�‹�m�-�l�b�1���-�=�=�-�b�u�9���r�-�b�u�v���v�‰�b�l���-���=�;�‰���l�;�|�;�u�v��
�-�0�o�ˆ�;���|�_�;���h�;�t�r�7���v�r�-�‰�m���-�|���|�_�;���|�o�r���o�=���|�_�;���-�u�1�7���-�m�7���|�_�;�m��
�7�-�u�|���0�-�1�h���7�o�‰�m���K���o�u���b�m���|�_�;���1�-�v�;���o�=���|�_�;���l�-�t�;�7���o�=�=���|�o��
�=�b�m�7���-�m�o�|�_�;�u���l�-�|�;�:���
�†�m���=�-�1�|�9���o�m�;���l�-�t�;���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���v�;�;�m��
�v�r�-�‰�m�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���|�‰�o���=�;�l�-�t�;�v���b�m���f�†�v�|���=�b�ˆ�;���l�b�m�†�|�;�v�4

�"�r�o�|�|�b�m�]���|�_�;�l���1�-�m���0�;���|�u�b�1�h�‹���0�†�|���u�;�‰�-�u�7�b�m�]�:�����o�o�h���=�o�u���t�-�u�]�;��
�0�u�o�‰�m���-�t�]�-�;���0�;�7�v���-�m�7���v�;�-�u�1�_���|�_�;���-�l�o�m�]���|�_�;���0�t�-�7�;�v���=�o�u��
�|�_�;���=�;�l�-�t�;�v���‰�_�b�t�;���h�;�;�r�b�m�]���‹�o�†�u���;�‹�;�v���r�;�;�t�;�7���=�o�u���-���=�t�-�v�_���o�=��
�0�t�†�;���-�m�7���0�t�-�1�h���-�v���|�_�;���l�-�t�;�v���7�-�u�|���-�0�o�†�|�:��

Ask your elected Ask your elected 
representatives to back representatives to back 
the Western Port Bay the Western Port Bay 

FrameworkFramework

actforwesternportba y.auactforwesternportbay.au

�Ç Eastern Curlew. GRAHAM WINTERFLOOD/FLICKR

Get involved in Get involved in 
this year’s Great this year’s Great 
Victorian Fish Victorian Fish 

CountCount

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//   
�sh -count�sh-count

�
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Plant Blindness is the inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a belief they are inferior to animals
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PUBLIC LAND IS A GREAT 
���������!�$�&�����$�+�7�����&�$���$������
�	�!���
�$�������"�������"�"���	���$������
�����!���7���"���+�"��MATT RUCHEL, 
���*�����&�$���(�����	���!�����$���!��

�� �ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���t�-�v�|���=�;�‰���‹�;�-�u�v�7���_�†�m�7�u�;�7�v��
�o�=���t�-�u�]�;���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]���_�-�0�b�|�-�|��

trees have been cleared on public 
�t�-�m�7�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:���"�o�l�;��
contained threatened animals, such as 
���u�;�-�|�;�u�����t�b�7�;�u�v�:���$�_�o�†�v�-�m�7�v���o�=���|�o�m�m�;�v��
�o�=���r�o�|�;�m�|�b�-�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���v�o�t�7���=�o�u��
�=�b�u�;�‰�o�o�7���-�m�7���|�b�l�0�;�u���r�u�o�7�†�1�|�v���b�m���|�_�;��
�m�-�l�;���o�=���=�b�u�;���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m�:����

Everyone recognises the critical 
role services such as Forest Fire 
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���P�
�
���(�Q���r�t�-�‹��
in protecting lives and assets. But 
�7�o�;�v���|�_�b�v���]�b�ˆ�;���|�_�;�l���-���0�t�-�m�h���1�_�;�t�†�;��
�|�o���o�r�;�u�-�|�;���-�v���|�_�;�‹���t�b�h�;���o�†�|�v�b�7�;���o�=��
�;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���r�;�u�b�o�7�v�5��

���b�h�;���-�m�‹���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���7�;�r�-�u�|�l�;�m�|�7��
they should have a high degree 
�o�=���-�1�1�o�†�m�|�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹�7���-�m�7���-�b�l���=�o�u���0�;�v�|��
practice in everything they do.  
�!�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���‰�;�=�ˆ�;���v�;�;�m���
�
���(���]�u�o�‰���b�m��
�v�b�Œ�;���-�m�7���v�1�-�t�;�:�����t�t���=�b�u�;���v�|�-�=�=���=�u�o�l�����-�u�h�v��
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���l�o�ˆ�;�7���|�o���
�
���(�:��
���ˆ�;�u���’�•�•���(�b�1�
�o�u�;�v�|�v���1�o�m�|�u�-�1�|�o�u�v���-�m�7��
�-�u�o�†�m�7���v�•���=�o�u�l�;�u���(�b�1�
�o�u�;�v�|�v���v�|�-�=�=��
�_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���-�7�7�;�7���|�o���|�_�;���‰�o�u�h�=�o�u�1�;���|�o��
�l�-�m�-�]�;���=�b�u�;���r�u�;�r�-�u�-�|�b�o�m���‰�o�u�h�v�:����

�)�o�u�h�v���1�o�m�7�†�1�|�;�7���†�m�7�;�u���|�_�;���]�†�b�v�;��
�o�=���=�b�u�;���l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�o�m���-�u�;���m�o�|���v�†�0�f�;�1�|��
�|�o���m�o�u�l�-�t���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹���]�†�b�7�;�t�b�m�;�v�:�����o�|��
even the minimum standards set out 
�b�m�a�|�_�;�����o�7�;���o�=�����u�-�1�|�b�1�;���=�o�u���$�b�l�0�;�u��

���u�o�7�†�1�|�b�o�m�:�����o�|���;�ˆ�;�m���b�=���|�_�;���|�b�l�0�;�u���b�v��
sold. There’s no independent oversight 
�o�=���=�b�u�;�J�u�;�t�-�|�;�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�7��
such as when the Conservation 
Regulator oversaw VicForests. This 
is despite the same contractors 
being used. In other words, the 
�v�|�o�u�l���1�t�;�-�m�J�†�r���-�m�7���v�|�u�-�|�;�]�b�1���=�†�;�t��
�0�u�;�-�h���1�o�m�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���‰�o�u�h�v���t�o�o�h���-���t�o�|��
�t�b�h�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�u�‹�7���o�u���K���;�ˆ�;�m���‰�o�u�v�;���K���t�b�h�;��
permanent land clearing.  

�$�_�;���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�|�b�o�m���7�u�-�=�|���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�7�;��
�o�=���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���;�Š�r�t�b�1�b�|�t�‹��
recognises conservation issues but 
�u�;�r�;�-�|�v���l�-�m�‹���l�b�v�|�-�h�;�v���-�m�7���=�t�-�‰�v���o�=��
the previous code. It does little to 
improve transparency, accountability 
�o�u���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|�7���-�m�7���t�-�1�h�v���1�o�m�v�b�v�|�;�m�1�‹��
with national and state nature laws.  

NSW's Bush Fire Environmental 
Assessment Code considers 
threatened plants and animals, weed 
management and soil erosion. It has 
detailed rules about what can be done 
�|�o���;�-�v�;���b�l�r�-�1�|�v���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:��
Victoria, with over 2000 threatened 
plants and animals, deserves at least 
�-�m���;�t�†�b�ˆ�-�t�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;���1�o�7�;�:����

�$�_�;���7�u�-�=�|���1�o�7�;���7�o�;�v���1�o�l�l�b�|���|�o��
�<�l�-�Š�b�l�b�v�;���|�_�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��
�=�t�o�u�-���-�m�7���=�-�†�m�-���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�-���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���-�1�|�b�o�m�v���|�_�-�|���v�†�r�r�o�u�|��
persistence and diversity, and/
�o�u���l�b�m�b�l�b�v�;���t�o�v�v���o�u���;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���P�;�:�]�:��
emergency interventions, extinction 
�r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m�Q�]�:���)�_�b�t�;���|�_�-�|���v�o�†�m�7�v���]�o�o�7��
�o�m���r�-�r�;�u�7���b�|���7�o�;�v�m�=�|���v�r�;�t�t���o�†�|���_�o�‰���=�b�u�;��
managers can achieve these aims. 

�$�_�;���7�u�-�=�|���7�o�;�v�m�=�|���l�;�m�|�b�o�m���-�m�‹���o�=���o�†�u��
nature laws, such as the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act. And it does not 
mention the state biodiversity strategy, 
�7�;�v�r�b�|�;���b�|���0�;�b�m�]���u�†�m���o�†�|���o�=���|�_�;���v�-�l�;��
department. 

The revised code does not include 
�1�t�;�-�u���1�o�l�l�b�|�l�;�m�|�v�7���t�b�h�;���|�_�o�v�;���b�m���"�o�†�|�_��
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v�����o�7�;���o�=�����u�-�1�|�b�1�;���=�o�u���
�b�u�;��
���-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�m�����†�0�t�b�1�����-�m�7�:��

What the code does introduce is a 
�m�;�‰���<�=�b�u�;���v�;�m�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���Œ�o�m�;�=���|�_�-�|���-�b�l�v��
�|�o���]�r�u�o�|�;�1�|���=�b�u�;���v�;�m�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v���-�m�7��
ecosystems and manage land primarily 
�=�o�u���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�-�t���o�†�|�1�o�l�;�v�]�:���$�_�b�v���b�v��
�-���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m�7���0�†�|���‰�_�-�|���b�|���t�o�o�h�v��
�t�b�h�;���o�m���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7���b�v���‹�;�|���|�o���0�;���v�;�;�m�:����

���;�‹���r�u�o�0�t�;�l�v���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���7�u�-�=�|���1�o�7�;���o�=��
practice include: 

• ���-�1�h���o�=���|�u�-�m�v�r�-�u�;�m�1�‹�7���-�1�1�o�†�m�|�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹��
and oversight. 

• ���t�;�-�u���]�-�r�v���b�m���|�_�;���|�u�;�-�|�l�;�m�|���o�=��
hollow-bearing trees and threatened 
plants and animals. 

• ���b�v�v�b�m�]���1�t�;�-�u���7�;�=�b�m�b�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���v�o�l�;��
�h�;�‹���1�o�m�1�;�r�|�v�:��

• ���-�1�h���o�=���1�t�-�u�b�|�‹���o�m���|�_�;���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���=�o�u���v�b�|�;��
and values assessments. 

• ���-�1�h���o�=���1�t�-�u�b�|�‹���o�m���|�_�;���u�o�t�;���o�=���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m��
science. 

���ˆ�;�u�‹���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���h�m�o�‰�v���|�_�;���_�-�u�l���|�_�-�|��
�‰�b�t�7�=�b�u�;���1�-�m���1�-�†�v�;�7���0�†�|���1�-�†�v�b�m�]���l�o�u�;��
�_�-�u�l���m�o�‰���|�o���r�u�;�ˆ�;�m�|���=�†�|�†�u�;���7�-�l�-�]�;��
just doesn’t add up. It’s crucial to 
�|�b�]�_�|�;�m���|�_�;���u�†�t�;�v���o�m���=�b�u�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|��
�o�†�|�v�b�7�;���o�=���;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹���|�b�l�;�v�:�����m�‹���m�;�‰��
�1�o�7�;���o�=���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�;���v�_�o�†�t�7���=�o�1�†�v���o�m���†�v�b�m�]��
the best practice in an ecologically 
responsible way.  

���u�-�1�h�b�m�]���|�_�;���=�b�u�;���1�o�7�;

�&�m�b�o�m���]�o�;�v���b�m�|�o���0�-�|���=�o�u�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���v�|�-�=�=
V NPA is concerned about the 

�1�o�m�|�u�-�1�|�b�o�m���o�=�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�]�v��
�0�†�7�]�;�|���-�m�7���r�t�-�m�m�;�7���t�-�‹�o�=�=�v���o�=���u�-�m�]�;�u�v��
�-�m�7���v�|�-�=�=�:

���-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���o�†�u���r�-�u�h�v���-�u�;���†�m�7�;�u��
�]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���v�|�u�;�v�v���=�u�o�l���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�b�m�]���ˆ�b�v�b�|�o�u��
numbers, invasive species and climate 
�1�_�-�m�]�;�:���)�;���m�;�;�7���l�o�u�;���=�;�;�|���o�m���|�_�;��
ground, not less. 

�(���������v�†�r�r�o�u�|�v���1�-�t�t�v���=�u�o�l���†�m�b�o�m�v��
�u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�b�m�]�����-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���v�|�-�=�=���|�o��

protect jobs and conditions. CPSU 
�b�v���|�_�;���l�-�b�m���†�m�b�o�m���=�o�u���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�;�v���-�|��
���-�u�h�v���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:�����|�=�v���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���m�;�|�‰�o�u�h��
�o�=���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7���7�;�t�;�]�-�|�;�v���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;��
�v�|�-�|�;���-�u�;���r�u�o�†�7���o�=���|�_�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���|�_�;�‹���]�;�|��
�|�o���‰�o�u�h���b�m���;�ˆ�;�u�‹���7�-�‹�:����

�<���|���|�_�;���_�;�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���v�r�;�1�b�-�t���t�o�1�-�|�b�o�m�v��
�b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���-�u�;���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v�7���|�_�;�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���-��
job to do and they care. They deserve 
to be treated with respect by their 
�;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u�v�7���0�‹���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�7�-�‹���-�m�7���0�‹���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;���r�†�0�t�b�1�7�]��

CPSU Branch Secretary Karen Batt 
says. 

'When everyone else is on holidays 
�|�_�b�v���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���‰�o�u�h�=�o�u�1�;���b�v���o�m���|�_�;��
�f�o�0�:�������"�&���‰�o�u�h�v���1�t�o�v�;�t�‹���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�b�u��
members who experience the busiest 
periods over the summer which can 
�0�;���1�o�l�r�o�†�m�7�;�7���0�‹���=�b�u�;�v���-�m�7���o�|�_�;�u��
emergencies.'

We will have more in the next edition 
�o�=��Park Watch.  

Cabbage-tree Palm 
Livistona australis

T �†�1�h�;�7���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�u�;�;���u�b�ˆ�;�u�v���b�m�����-�v�|�����b�r�r�v�t�-�m�7���b�v��
Victoria’s only native palm, the Cabbage-tree Palm. 

���|���b�v���v�o���t�o�ˆ�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���-�u�;�-���|�_�-�|���|�_�;���t�o�1�-�t���|�o�‰�m���o�=�����-�0�0�-�]�;��
�$�u�;�;�����u�;�;�h���b�v���m�-�l�;�7���=�o�u���b�|�:

�)�_�b�t�;���|�_�;�‹���v�;�;�l���t�b�h�;���-�m���b�m�-�r�r�u�o�r�u�b�-�|�;���-�7�7�b�|�b�o�m���|�o���|�_�;��
�|�o�‰�;�u�b�m�]�����-�_�o�]�-�m�‹�����†�l��(Eucalyptus botryoides) and 
�l�b�7�v�|�o�u�;�‹���o�=�����b�t�t�‹�����b�t�t�‹��(Acmena smithii)���|�_�;�v�;���|�-�t�t���-�m�7���t�-�m�h�‹��
�r�-�t�l�v���r�o�h�;���†�r���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���1�-�m�o�r�‹���|�o���_�;�b�]�_�|�v���o�=���’�•���l�4

�$�_�;�����-�0�0�-�]�;�J�|�u�;�;�����-�t�l���b�v���m�-�l�;�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���‹�o�†�m�]���v�_�o�o�|�v��
�]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���-�r�b�1�-���v�|�;�l���|�_�-�|���t�o�o�h���v�b�l�b�t�-�u���|�o���-��
�1�-�0�0�-�]�;�:�����|���b�v���-���|�u�-�7�b�|�b�o�m�-�t���=�o�o�7���=�o�u���1�o�-�v�|�-�t���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v��
communities. The young and tender leaves can be 
�1�o�m�v�†�l�;�7���u�-�‰���o�u���1�o�o�h�;�7�:�����|���b�v���†�v�;�7���-�v���-�m���;�l�;�u�]�;�m�1�‹��
�=�o�o�7���o�u���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�o�u�‹���=�o�o�7�7���-�v���1�†�|�|�b�m�]���o�†�|���|�_�;���_�;�-�u�|��
destroys the plant. 

The Cabbage-tree Palm grows best in moist, organically 
rich soils, and thrives in both sheltered and well-lit 
�v�b�|�†�-�|�b�o�m�v�:�����|���b�v���-�t�v�o���v�-�t�|�7���=�u�o�v�|���-�m�7���‰�b�m�7���|�o�t�;�u�-�m�|�:��

�
�-�b�u�t�‹���1�o�l�l�o�m���7�o�‰�m���|�_�;���;�-�v�|���1�o�-�v�|���o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���|�_�;��
palms in East Gippsland are its southernmost extent. 
�"�b�|�|�b�m�]���m�;�-�u���|�_�;���l�o�†�|�_���o�=���|�_�;���"�m�o�‰�‹���!�b�ˆ�;�u�7���b�|���0�;�1�o�l�;�v��
Australia’s most southern growing palm species. In 
Victoria, with such as small and restricted population, 
it is listed as Critically Endangered under the Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

The plant is threatened by loophole logging by Forest 
�
�b�u�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�7���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�m�7���‰�;�;�7���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�o�m�:��
���m���-���v�b�|�;���ˆ�b�v�b�|���b�m���"�;�r�|�;�l�0�;�u���‘�•�‘�“�7���|�_�;���r�-�t�l�v���v�;�;�l�;�7��
�|�o���0�;���v�|�u�†�]�]�t�b�m�]�:���(���������b�v���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���t�o�1�-�t���]�u�o�†�r�v���|�o��
�†�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7���b�=���|�_�;�����-�0�0�-�]�;�J�|�u�;�;�����-�t�l�v���-�u�;���b�m���7�;�1�t�b�m�;�:��

A rare but special plant, at home in a special place in 
East Gippsland. 

Plant Blindness*  with Jordan Crook

Read our full submission Read our full submission 
to the Consultation Draft to the Consultation Draft 
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Bush�r e Management on Bush�re Management on 
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�Ç���
�b�u�;���0�u�;�-�h���‰�o�u�h�v�7�����o�o�f�;�;

Like any government Like any government 
department, they should department, they should 

have a high degree of have a high degree of 
accountability, and aim for accountability, and aim for 
best practice in everything best practice in everything 

they do. they do. 

�Ç Cabbage-tree Palm. MEGHAN LINDSAY
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�	�;�-�t�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���=�;�u�-�t���]�†�;�v�|�v��
A �=�|�;�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]�7���|�_�;���v�;�1�o�m�7��

�]�u�;�-�|�;�v�|���u�b�v�h���|�o���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7��
natural areas is invasive species.

We’ve all seen the damage these 
unwanted visitors have done. 

���=�|�;�u���-���=�;�u�-�t���1�-�|���l�o�ˆ�;�v���b�m�7���‹�o�†�u���"�†�r�;�u�0��
Fairy Wrens disappear, doomed to end 
their enchanting lives in the bellies 
�o�=���r�†�u�u�b�m�]���-�v�v�-�v�v�b�m�v�:�������o�m�1�;���ˆ�b�0�u�-�m�|��
grassland meadow is smothered in 
���_�b�t�;�-�m�����;�;�7�t�;�����u�-�v�v�:�������t�†�v�_���u�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|��
valley is converted into a giant deer 

�‰�-�t�t�o�‰���‰�b�|�_���7�;�-�7���u�b�m�]�0�-�u�h�;�7���"�-�v�v�-�=�u�-�v��
trees.

Research by the Threatened Species 
Recovery Hub reveals invasive pests 
�-�u�;���-���r�u�o�0�t�;�l���=�o�u���•�7�‘�”�•���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
plants and animals in Australia.

We need to reduce pest numbers and 
stop new culprits entering the country.  
���=���b�m�ˆ�-�v�b�ˆ�;�v���7�o���;�m�|�;�u�7���|�_�;�‹���m�;�;�7���|�o���0�;��
�;�u�-�7�b�1�-�|�;�7���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;�‹���v�r�u�;�-�7�:���$�_�b�v���b�v��
�r�b�ˆ�o�|�-�t���|�o���t�o�o�h�b�m�]���-�=�|�;�u���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7��
natural areas.

Dodgy deer protection
needs to go 

�	�����!�����!���������$��
AND NEVER WILL 
BE WILDLIFE IN 

AUSTRALIA SAYS 
JORDAN CROOK, PARKS AND 
�����$�&�!�����������������������!

N �o�|���-���‰�;�;�h���]�o�;�v���0�‹���|�_�-�|�������7�o�m�=�|��
dodge a deer on the road, get 

�_�o�m�h�;�7���-�|���b�m���|�_�;���0�†�v�_���o�u���‰�b�|�m�;�v�v��
�|�_�;���]�u�o�‰�b�m�]���l�;�v�v���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�u�;��
�l�-�h�b�m�]���o�=���o�†�u���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:��
�$�u�;�;�v���u�b�m�]�0�-�u�h�;�7�7���u�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|���ˆ�-�t�t�;�‹�v��
decimated, revegetation projects 
�v�l�-�v�_�;�7�7���-�t�r�b�m�;���0�o�]�v���-�m�7���=�;�m�v���u�†�|�|�;�7��
up.    

�$�_�;���o�0�v�;�v�v�b�o�m���‰�b�|�_���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���=�;�u�-�t��
�7�;�;�u���0�‹���-���v�l�-�t�t���0�†�|���ˆ�o�1�-�t���]�u�o�†�r���o�=��
�_�o�0�0�‹���v�_�o�o�|�;�u�v���b�v���o�m�t�‹���l�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�b�m�]�v��
worse. Deer are chomping and 
stomping through Victoria’s unique 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�b�m�]��
�-�]�u�b�1�†�t�|�†�u�-�t���r�u�o�7�†�1�|�b�o�m�:�����o�u�;���=�u�;�t�†�;�m�|��
�1�o�t�t�b�v�b�o�m�v���‰�b�|�_���1�-�u�v���-�m�7���|�u�†�1�h�v���o�m���o�†�u��
�u�o�-�7�v���b�v���-���u�b�v�h���|�o���_�†�l�-�m���v�-�=�;�|�‹�:��

�$�_�;���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�ˆ�;���u�;�t�b�1���|�_�-�|���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�v���=�;�u�-�t��
deer under state legislation the Wildlife 
Act�7���_�-�u�h�v���0�-�1�h���|�o���|�_�;���7�-�‹�v���o�=���|�_�;��
���1�1�t�b�l�-�|�b�v�-�|�b�o�m���"�o�1�b�;�|�b�;�v���o�=���|�_�;���•�v�•�•�v�:��
It must go. 

�$�_�b�v���v�|�†�0�0�o�u�m���=�b�Š�-�|�b�o�m���o�m���t�b�v�|�b�m�]��
them as a game species put an extra 
burden on public and private land 
�_�o�t�7�;�u�v�:�����|���l�†�7�7�b�;�v���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u���=�o�u��
�-�†�|�_�o�u�b�|�b�;�v���v�;�;�h�b�m�]���|�o���;�u�-�7�b�1�-�|�;���=�;�u�-�t��
deer and rules out control techniques 

�t�b�h�;���|�u�-�r�r�b�m�]���-�m�7��
biocontrol. 

In September, a group 
�o�=���o�ˆ�;�u���•�•�•���-�1�-�7�;�l�b�1�v�7��
�t�-�m�7���l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v�7���=�-�u�l�;�u�v�7��
and national, state and 
regional community 
conservation 
groups wrote to the 
Victoria’s Agriculture 
and Environment 
ministers demanding 
proactive solutions 
to the burgeoning 
�=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�:��
They reiterated the 
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=���t�b�v�|�b�m�]��
them as a pest species. 

Every signatory had an example; 
whether damage to ecological 
�u�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���r�u�o�f�;�1�|�v�7���b�l�r�-�1�|���o�m���=�-�u�l��
�-�m�b�l�-�t�v���‰�_�o���1�o�l�r�;�|�;���=�o�u���=�;�;�7�7���|�o��
�1�-�u�v���‰�u�b�|�|�;�m���o�=�=���-�=�|�;�u���o�m�J�u�o�-�7���7�;�;�u��
�v�|�u�b�h�;�v�:��

The current policy settings are placing 
�v�r�;�;�7���_�†�l�r�v���-�m�7���0�u�b�1�h���‰�-�t�t�v���|�o��
�;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���7�;�;�u���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���-�m�7���1�o�m�|�u�o�t�:�����|�]�v��
time to manage them as the pest they 
�-�u�;�:���$�_�;�b�u���_�o�o�ˆ�;�v���-�m�7���-�m�|�t�;�u�v���‰�u�;�1�h��
�o�u�1�_�-�u�7�v�7���=�-�u�l�v���-�m�7���ˆ�b�m�;�‹�-�u�7�v�:���
�;�u�-�t��
deer spread disease to waterways 
�-�m�7���t�b�ˆ�;�v�|�o�1�h�7���7�-�l�-�]�;���r�u�o�r�;�u�|�‹�7��
cause vehicle collisions, and damage 
�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���]�-�u�7�;�m�v�:���$�_�;�‹��
ruin sensitive and recovering habitats 
�t�b�h�;�����m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7�����o�o�t���$�;�l�r�;�u�-�|�;��
�!�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|���-�m�7���-�t�r�b�m�;���l�;�-�7�o�‰�v�:��

���†�u���;�t�;�1�|�;�7���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v���m�;�;�7��
�|�o���v�;�u�b�o�†�v�t�‹���t�o�o�h���-�|���|�_�;���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�7��
�|�_�;���7�;�ˆ�-�v�|�-�|�b�m�]���;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�m���m�-�|�†�u�;�7��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�m�7���t�b�ˆ�;�t�b�_�o�o�7�v�7���-�m�7���=�b�m�-�t�t�‹��
�t�b�v�|���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�v���|�_�;���r�;�v�|���|�_�;�‹���-�u�;�:�����m���o�†�u���m�;�‰���u�;�]�†�t�-�u���=�;�-�|�†�u�;�7���]�&�m�‰�-�m�|�;�7��

Visitors', we will draw attention to 
emerging and established pests 
undermining our biosecurity. 

�)�;�=�t�t���o�†�|�t�b�m�;���_�o�‰���|�o���h�;�;�r���-�m���;�‹�;���o�m��
them when you’re out and about in 
nature.

�(���������b�v���-���l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v��
���b�o�v�;�1�†�u�b�|�‹���!�;�=�;�u�;�m�1�;�����u�o�†�r�7���-�m�7���b�|�v��
sole nature conservation group. The 
group gives community and industry 
�-���1�_�-�m�1�;���|�o���=�;�;�7���b�m�|�o���_�o�‰���o�†�u���v�|�-�|�;�=�v��
biosecurity strategy is carried out. 

Jordan Crook, Parks and Nature 
Campaigner

Unwanted Visitors

Feral deer
R�;�7�†�1�b�m�]���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���b�v���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���o�†�u���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;��

�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�t�;���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v�:�����‹���|�u�-�1�h�b�m�]���|�_�;�b�u��
�l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|�v�7���‰�;���1�-�m���=�o�1�†�v���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���o�m���‰�_�;�u�;���7�;�;�u���1�-�†�v�;��
the most harm in our landscapes. Early detection 
�_�;�t�r�v���v�r�o�|���m�;�‰���r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;�‹���v�r�u�;�-�7�:��

Who invited them? 
���†�u�o�r�;�-�m���v�;�|�|�t�;�u�v���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���|�o���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-��
�=�o�u���]�-�l�;���_�†�m�|�b�m�]���-�m�7���=�-�u�l�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���m�o�‰���v�;�ˆ�;�m��
species present: Chital Deer (Axis axis), Fallow Deer  
(Dama dama), Hog Deer (Axis porcinus), Red Deer  
(Cervus elaphus), Rusa Deer (Cervus timorensis), Sambar 
Deer (Cervus unicolor)���-�m�7���"�b�h�-���	�;�;�u (Cervus nippon).

Why they're unwanted
���†�u���v�;�m�v�b�|�b�ˆ�;���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v��
didn’t evolve to cope with 
hard hooves. Ancient 
peatlands, moss beds, 
�|�;�l�r�;�u�-�|�;���u�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|���]�†�t�t�b�;�v��
and wetlands are all magnets 
�=�o�u���‰�-�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���7�;�;�u�:���$�_�;�‹��
crush native plants, spread 
�‰�;�;�7�v�7���v�r�o�b�t���=�u�;�v�_���‰�-�|�;�u���-�m�7��
cause erosion. They chew on 
�=�;�u�m�v���-�m�7���v�_�u�†�0�v�7���_�-�u�l�b�m�]��
understorey habitat plants and 
growing trees.  

�Ç���	�-�l�-�]�;�7���1�-�u���-�=�|�;�u���-���1�o�t�t�b�v�b�o�m���‰�b�|�_���-���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u�7���m�;�-�u�����u�0�o�v�|

�	�;�;�u���b�m���"�_�;�u�0�u�o�o�h�;���
�o�u�;�v�|�7��
�	�-�m�7�;�m�o�m�]���!�-�m�]�;�v�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7��

Wurundjeri Country 
ALEX MAISEY

Read the joint Read the joint 
letter calling for the letter calling for the 
unprotection of feral unprotection of feral 
deer and instead list deer and instead list 

them as a pestthem as a pest

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au// joint-joint-
letter-stop-protecting-letter-stop-protecting-

feral-deerferal-deer

Evicting overstaying guests
�	�;�;�u���-�u�;���t�b�v�|�;�7���-�v���-���h�;�‹���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���†�m�7�;�u���o�†�u��
nature laws. Control strategies to manage them exist 
�-�|���-���v�|�-�|�;���-�m�7���=�;�7�;�u�-�t���t�;�ˆ�;�t�:�����m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-���|�_�b�v���b�v���_�-�l�r�;�u�;�7��
by their listing as a game species (see report p. 19). 

Evidence of deer
���o�o�=���l�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���|�u�-�1�h�v�7���l�†�7�7�‹���‰�-�t�t�o�‰�v���P�1�_�†�u�m�;�7��
�l�†�7���7�;�r�u�;�v�v�b�o�m�v���b�m���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7�7���o�=�|�;�m���†�u�b�m�-�|�;�7��
�b�m�Q�7���u�b�m�]�0�-�u�h�b�m�]���-�m�7���-�m�|�t�;�u���u�†�0�0�b�m�]�v���o�m���|�u�†�m�h�v���-�m�7��
�0�u�-�m�1�_�;�v�7���7�u�o�r�r�b�m�]�v���P�v�l�-�t�t�7���7�-�u�h�7���1�‹�t�b�m�7�u�b�1�-�t���•�K�‘�1�l�Q�7��
�r�t�-�m�|���7�-�l�-�]�;���P�u�-�]�]�;�7���|�o�u�m���v�|�;�l�v���-�m�7���1�u�†�v�_�;�7��
�0�u�-�m�1�_�;�v�7���0�u�o�‰�v�;���t�b�m�;�v���o�m���‰�o�o�7�‹���v�_�u�†�0�v�Q�:��

�+�o�†���1�-�m���u�;�1�o�u�7���|�_�;���r�u�;�v�;�m�1�;���o�=���7�;�;�u���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;��
�b���-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|���-�r�r���o�u���|�_�;���
�;�u�-�t�"�1�-�m���-�r�r���P�-�ˆ�-�b�t�-�0�t�;���-�|��
�=�;�u�-�t�v�1�-�m�:�o�u�]�:�-�†�F�7�;�;�u�v�1�-�m�Q�:����

 with Feral Beryl

�Ç Deer wallow. ALEX MAISEY

Deer rubbing, Bullarto South �Æ  
FRED CUMMING/INATURALIST
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I f Santa really is checking who's naughty or nice this year, our crusading campaigners and passionate 
program staff will be the most gifted of all!

Help us sleigh into 2025 with projects that protect our most treasured lands and bring people closer to 
nature. From enchanted tours of our precious grasslands to stocking the Great Forest with dreams of 
national park status.

Supporting these initiatives helps us wrap up resources for nature-loving families, train young citizen 
scientists, map out vital East Gippsland forests, and more. Give the gift of a healthier, more resilient 
nature! If their wishes do come true, we’ll deck Victoria with even more conservation magic.

If you would like to help one of our staff have their Christmas wishes come true, please contact one of our 
elves (aka Jane, Kristian or Matt) by email at  support@vnpa.org.au, or call 03 9341 6500.  

Jordan
NATURE 

�������������������! I’d like �j�•�v�7�•�•�• to update our Western Port Woodlands report emphasising the importance of biolinks through the precious remnant vegetation for threatened animals, and safeguard them from sand mining.

Caitlin
���������&�����$�+��LEARNING & �������������������$

I would love �j�•�‘�7�•�•�• to develop a new set of resources that help families uncover the wonders of nature together.

Blake
NATURE 

�������������������!
The Central Highlands is a 

magnificent forested landscape of 
rare, threatened and remarkable 
creatures. I'd like �j�‘�”�7�•�•�•��to rev 

up our campaign for a Great 
Forest National Park. 

Matt
���*�����&�$���(����

�	���!�����$���!

Now that native forest logging 

has ended, I'd like �j�‘�”�7�•�•�• for 

the mapping of East Gippsland 

forests to inform the 

government of identified 

high value conservation 

areas. 

Adrian
GRASSY PLAINS 

�����$�)���!��

 I’d like �j�•�”�7�•�•�• to run five 

additional community 

engagement tours of our 

precious grasslands.

Sera
NATURE WATCHIf one of Santa’s helpers gave 

me �j�”�•�•�• I could purchase more high-powered spotlights and other wildlife monitoring equipment.  

Shannon

�����!��������
�������������������!

I'd like���j�•�”�7�•�•�• to increase our 

activities that bring together 

local communities and 

advocate for the Western 

Port Bay Framework.

Michael

�����*�$��������

NATURE

I’d love �j�u�•�•�• to run two 

training workshops for 

young adults in citizen 

science.  

Kade
REEF 

WATCH

A gift of �j�‘�•�7�•�•�• would 

help us plan for the return 

of Giant Kelp forests in 

Victoria through the 

collection of oral 

histories.

All I want for 
Christmas is...

���l�-�]�;�9�����|�����o�t�;�����u�;�ˆ�b�t�t�;�-�7�����|�����o�t�;�F���;�u�;�;�r�����;�u�;�;�r�7���	�f�-�0���)�†�u�u�†�m�]�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�: JORDAN CROOK

OURcampaigns
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Citizen scientists surveyed 
�=�o�u���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7��
�-�v�v�;�v�v�;�7���=�†�;�t���t�o�-�7�v��(pictured, 
below) in the soon-to-
be Wombat-Lerderderg 
���-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���-�m�7���|�_�;��
Central Highlands. 

Grassland lovers explored 
�]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���-�|���	�;�;�u�����-�u�h�7��
Parwan, Woorndoo, Epping, 
Darebin, Sunbury, Little 
�!�b�ˆ�;�u�7���$�-�‹�t�o�u�v�����-�h�;�v���-�m�7��
celebrated at the annual 
Spring Fling Grassland 
Festival. 

���-�u�b�m�;���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�|�b�v�|�v��
�v�;�-�u�1�_�;�7���=�o�u���v�;�-���v�t�†�]�v���-�|��
San Remo.

Nature enthusiast learnt 
�-�0�o�†�|���	�b�m�]�o�;�v�7���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;��
�o�=���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|�����-�‹�7���|�_�;��
Great Victorian Fish Count 
�-�m�7���=�;�u�-�t���7�;�;�u���-�|���‰�;�0�b�m�-�u�v�:��

���†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�;�u�v���;�m�f�o�‹�;�7��
�‰�-�t�h�v���-�|���)�;�u�u�b�0�;�;�����o�u�]�;�7��
���|�����†�=�=�-�t�o�7�����o�u�m�b�m�]�|�o�m��
Peninsula, Bunyip State 
���-�u�h�7���)�b�t�v�o�m�v�����u�o�l���-�m�7��
the soon-to-be Wombat-
���;�u�7�;�u�7�;�u�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:��

Nature lovers learned all 
�-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�b�u���t�o�1�-�t���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7��
climate and geology at 
Nature Stewards short 
courses.

Grassy meadow enthusiasts 
learnt all about grasslands 
�-�m�7���=�b�u�;�7���|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=��
�v�o�b�t�v���-�m�7���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v���o�=���|�_�;��
Wimmera at Grassy Plains 
���;�|�‰�o�u�h���l�o�m�|�_�t�‹���l�;�;�|�b�m�]�v�:����

Tips for talking to your 
cranky uncle at Xmas
You’re about to swallow a 

�l�o�†�|�_�=�†�t���o�=���r�t�†�l���r�†�7�7�b�m�]���‰�_�;�m��
�&�m�1�t�;�����;�ˆ�b�m���v�-�‹�v���]���=�ˆ�;���_�-�7���-���]�†�|���=�†�t�t��
�o�=���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:���$�_�;���0�†�v�_���b�v���l�o�u�;��
�v�|�†�=�=�;�7���|�_�-�m���|�_�b�v���u�o�-�v�|���1�_�o�o�h�]�:��

���u���l�-�‹�0�;���<�)�_�;�m���‰�;���1�-�l�r�;�7���-�v���h�b�7�v��
in the high country there weren’t 
�-�m�‹���‰�;�;�7�v�=�:�����u���b�=���‹�o�†�=�u�;���u�;�-�t�t�‹��
�†�m�t�†�1�h�‹�7���<�0�t�o�o�7�‹���‰�o�h�;���b�m�m�;�u�J�1�b�|�‹��
�]�u�;�;�m�b�;�v���-�u�;���|�u�‹�b�m�]���|�o���t�o�1�h���†�v���o�†�|���o�=��
our bush’. 

�)�_�b�t�;���m�o�m�;���o�=���&�m�1�t�;�����;�ˆ�b�m�=�v��
�v�|�-�|�;�l�;�m�|�v���-�u�;���=�-�1�|�†�-�t�t�‹���1�o�u�u�;�1�|�7��
�1�o�†�m�|�;�u�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���=�-�1�|�v���b�v���†�m�t�b�h�;�t�‹���|�o��
�‰�b�m���‹�o�†���|�_�;���7�;�0�-�|�;�:�����u���1�_�-�m�]�;���_�b�v��
mind.  

�"�1�b�;�m�|�b�=�b�1���u�;�-�v�o�m�b�m�]���u�;�t�b�;�v���o�m���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t��
�|�_�b�m�h�b�m�]�7���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;���-�m�7���t�o�]�b�1���|�o���|�;�v�|��
ideas and reach conclusions. But it’s 
�_�†�l�-�m���m�-�|�†�u�;���|�o���=�b�t�|�;�u���t�o�]�b�1���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
�;�l�o�|�b�o�m���|�o���=�o�u�l���o�r�b�m�b�o�m�v�:����

�"�|�†�7�b�;�v���v�_�o�‰���‰�;���-�1�1�;�r�|���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m��
�|�_�-�|���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�v���o�†�u���;�Š�b�v�|�b�m�]���0�;�t�b�;�=�v��
�o�u���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v�7���-�m�7���_�o�‰���‰�;���|�_�b�m�h���|�_�b�m�]�v��
should be. We’re reluctant to give 
�†�r�7���;�ˆ�;�m���b�=���=�-�1�;�7���‰�b�|�_���v�o�t�b�7���r�u�o�o�=��
�1�o�m�|�u�-�7�b�1�|�b�m�]���b�|�:�����b�v�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m��
�b�v�m�=�|���0�o�u�m���=�u�o�l���‰�_�-�|���b�v���u�b�]�_�|���-�m�7��
�‰�u�o�m�]���0�†�|���=�†�;�t�t�;�7���0�‹���u�;�v�;�m�|�l�;�m�|��
and indignation over how the world 
�‰�o�u�h�v�:�����|�=�v���‰�_�‹�����;�ˆ���-�m�7�����-�u�;�m��
�-�1�1�;�r�|���<�=�-�h�;�=���m�;�‰�v���K���b�|�=�v���-���l�o�u�;��
�1�o�l�=�o�u�|�b�m�]���ˆ�;�u�v�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���|�u�†�|�_�:����

Kev might be your uncle, but the 
values, culture and perspectives 
�o�=���_�b�v���m�;�|�‰�o�u�h�v���-�m�7���-�t�]�o�u�b�|�_�l�v��
�b�m�=�t�†�;�m�1�;���-�m�7���u�;�b�m�=�o�u�1�;���_�b�v���v�o�1�b�-�t��
�b�7�;�m�|�b�|�‹�:�����†�v�|���_�o�r���o�m�t�b�m�;���=�o�u���-�m��
�;�m�7�t�;�v�v���1�-�|�-�t�o�]�†�;���o�=���r�;�o�r�t�;��
emotionally rejecting arguments 
despite a meatier evidence-base 
than a glazed ham. 

�"�o���_�o�‰���7�o���‹�o�†���|�-�t�h���|�o�����;�ˆ�b�m�7�����-�u�;�m��
�o�u���-�m�‹�o�m�;���v�_�-�u�b�m�]���l�b�v�b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m��
�-�0�o�†�|���m�-�|�†�u�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�5�����m�7��
how do you do it without spitting 
out your pud, spilling your beer or 
�u�†�b�m�b�m�]���‹�o�†�u���v�†�l�l�;�u���_�o�t�b�7�-�‹�5�����;�u�;��
�-�u�;���-���=�;�‰���o�=���|�b�r�v���|�o���h�;�;�r���‹�o�†�u���|�u�b�=�t�;�v��
�t�b�]�_�|���-�m�7���‹�o�†�u���v�r�b�u�b�|�v���=�;�v�|�b�ˆ�;�:

Join our  
Summer 
activities! 
���†�u���o�m�t�b�m�;�����1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v�����-�t�;�m�7�-�u���0�u�b�m�]�v��
opportunities to get into nature through 
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�7���v�_�o�u�|���1�o�†�u�v�;�v���-�m�7��
�;�ˆ�;�m�|�v���=�o�u���-�t�t���-�]�;�v�:���!�b�]�_�|���m�o�‰�7���|�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���r�t�;�m�|�‹��
�o�=���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���|�o���f�o�b�m���†�v���=�o�u���-�m���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���b�m��
nature. 

���_�;�1�h���o�†�|���|�_�;���o�m�t�b�m�;���1�-�t�;�m�7�-�u���=�o�u���|�_�;���t�-�|�;�v�|��
opportunities to get into nature. New activities 
are added regularly. 

Where we went in Spring
�)�����)���!�������&�"�+���	�&�!���������"���!�������$���������)���$�����"�&�!�(���+�"�7���)�������"�7���)�����������!�"�������	�������!��

1. Lead with empathy
�"�_�-�l�;���b�v���-���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���;�l�o�|�b�o�m�:���$�u�‹���-�m�7���-�ˆ�o�b�7��
�1�-�t�t�b�m�]���o�†�|���=�-�t�v�;�_�o�o�7�v���0�‹���0�;�t�b�|�|�t�b�m�]���|�_�;���r�;�u�v�o�m�:��
���l�r�-�|�_�‹���l�;�-�m�v���=�b�m�7�b�m�]���1�o�l�l�o�m���]�u�o�†�m�7�7��
�t�o�o�h�b�m�]���=�o�u���v�_�-�u�;�7���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v�:���)�_�-�|���1�-�m���‹�o�†���-�]�u�;�;��
�o�m�5���+�o�†���0�o�|�_���t�o�ˆ�;���m�-�|�†�u�;�:���+�o�†���t�o�ˆ�;���v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]��
time in it.  

You: ‘Yeah Kev, it’s hard watching 
the places we love get wrecked. 
They’ve been hit hard for too long. 
Protected areas are one of the 
best ways to keep the stuff we love 
safe. And yeah, I agree, they need 
way more experienced rangers on 
the ground like they used to and way 
more funds to help look after them.'  

2. Ask a lot of questions
���;�o�r�t�;���t�b�h�;���0�;�b�m�]���_�;�-�u�7�:���"�|�-�u�|���‰�b�|�_��
connection, not a correction. Tease it 
�o�†�|�7���t�;�-�m���b�m�|�o���1�†�u�b�o�v�b�|�‹���-�m�7���=�b�m�7���o�†�|��
the source. 

3. Avoid 'but' 
���m���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;�7���l�-�h�;���v�†�u�;���‹�o�†���-�ˆ�o�b�7���|�_�;��
word ‘but’. Cognitive research has 
�v�_�o�‰�m���|�_�-�|���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���|�_�-�|���1�_�-�v�;�v��
'but' or 'however' is disregarded. Try 
'and' instead. 

4. Avoid negation
���o�m�|�u�-�7�b�1�|�b�o�m���v�|�b�1�h�v�7���-�1�1�o�u�7�b�m�]���|�o���1�o�]�m�b�|�b�ˆ�;��
�v�|�†�7�b�;�v�:���	�o�m�=�|���v�-�‹���]�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���7�o��
�m�o�|���1�-�†�v�;���0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;�]�:���$�_�;���‰�o�u�7��
'not' gets detached in memory, 
leaving the listener mashing 
�]�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�]���³���]�0�†�v�_�=�b�u�;�]��
together. 

You: 'Weeds are a problem 
everywhere and national parks 
should have more resources for 
getting rid of them.'  

���-�‹�0�;���‹�o�†���t�b�h�;���-���u�o�0�†�v�|��
discussion, maybe you’re a 
�r�;�-�1�;�h�;�;�r�;�u���o�u���l�-�‹�0�;���|�_�;�v�;��
�h�b�m�7�v���o�=���v�b�|�†�-�|�b�o�m�v���]�b�ˆ�;���‹�o�†��
intolerable indigestion. Either 
�‰�-�‹���K���o�†�u���
��� ���b�v���_�;�u�;���|�o���_�;�t�r�:

Discover Discover 
more at more at 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
activitiesactivities

Subscribe to our mailing list to Subscribe to our mailing list to 
receive activities updates receive activities updates 

vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au/  / 
activities-sign-upactivities-sign-up

Read more atRead more at
vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au//
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;��
�†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v���-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=��

the ���†�m�†�u�o�m�]���-�m�7�����†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b 
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v���r�-�u�|��
�o�=���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

�-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;��Wurundjeri  
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

�$�_�;���l�-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�v���o�=���)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|��
���-�‹���=�o�u�l���-���ˆ�b�|�-�t���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���‰�b�|�_�b�m���b�|�v��
unique, tidally dependent wetlands. 
���;�u�;�7���‹�o�†�=�t�t���=�b�m�7���|�_�;���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�m�l�o�v�|��
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���)�_�b�|�;�����-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;��
(Avicennia marina),���-�t�v�o���h�m�o�‰�m���-�v�����u�;�‹��
���-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�7���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���l�o�v�|���v�o�†�|�_�;�u�t�‹��
occurrence located in Corner Inlet. 

���-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�v���_�;�t�r���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���1�o�-�v�|�t�b�m�;�v�7��
�v�;�u�ˆ�;���-�v���m�†�u�v�;�u�b�;�v���=�o�u���=�b�v�_�7���-�m�7���v�|�o�u�;��
�1�-�u�0�o�m���†�r���|�o���“�•���|�b�l�;�v���=�-�v�|�;�u���|�_�-�m���t�-�m�7��
�;�1�o�v�‹�v�|�;�l�v�:�����o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���r�-�v�|���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u��
agriculture and coastal development 
�_�-�v���t�;�7���|�o���-���=�b�ˆ�;���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���7�;�1�t�b�m�;���b�m��
mangrove habitat in Western Port 
since European settlement.  

Western Port Bay and eastern Port 
���_�b�t�t�b�r���-�u�;���r�o�‰�;�u�_�o�†�v�;�v���o�=���1�o�-�v�|�-�t��
blue carbon. They hold a quarter 
�o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���0�t�†�;���1�-�u�0�o�m���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v��
�-�m�7���m�;�-�u�t�‹���-���|�_�b�u�7���o�=���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;�=�v��
total blue carbon stores. A recent 
�	�;�-�h�b�m���&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���u�;�r�o�u�|���P���t�†�;��
���-�u�0�o�m�����r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���-�|���-�����o�1�-�t��
Scale, conducted in partnership 
with the Western Port Biosphere 
�-�m�7���t�o�1�-�t���1�o�†�m�1�b�t�v�Q���u�;�ˆ�;�-�t�;�7���-���_�†�]�;��
�o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���u�;�v�|�o�u�;���m�;�-�u�t�‹���v�•�•��
�_�;�1�|�-�u�;�v���o�=���_�b�v�|�o�u�b�1���l�-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|�v��
and saltmarsh. This could be even 
�l�o�u�;���b�=���‰�;���l�-�m�-�]�;���u�b�v�b�m�]���v�;�-���t�;�ˆ�;�t�v��
�;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹�:��

�!�;�v�|�o�u�-�|�b�o�m���;�=�=�o�u�|�v���_�-�ˆ�;���|�-�h�;�m��
place in Lang Lang, Jam Jerrup and 
Grantville, with university researchers 
and Landcare groups testing various 
methodologies. 

�����‘�•�•�v�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���)�-�|�;�u���v�|�†�7�‹��
�u�;�1�o�l�l�;�m�7�;�7���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���b�m�|�o��
Western Port's mangroves, including:

• ���b�o�7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹���o�=���l�-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�v���b�m��
�)�;�v�|�;�u�m�����o�u�|���‰�b�|�_���-���=�o�1�†�v���o�m��
�b�m�ˆ�;�u�|�;�0�u�-�|�;���=�-�†�m�-�:

• �&�m�7�;�u�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�=��
sedimentation and erosion on 
mangrove recovery and seedling 
survival.

• Connectivity between mangroves, 
�o�|�_�;�u���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���-�m�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:

���;�-�u�m�b�m�]���l�o�u�;���-�0�o�†�|���|�_�;�v�;���=�-�1�|�o�u�v��
�b�v���;�v�v�;�m�|�b�-�t���|�o���v�-�=�;�]�†�-�u�7�b�m�]���-�m�7��
strengthening Western Port’s 
incredible natural wonders. The next 
step is to protect these mangrove 
�_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���=�u�o�l���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���7�b�v�u�†�r�|�b�o�m��
and coastal development with a 
comprehensive and collaboration 
strategic plan (see article p. 14). 

���;�|�=�v���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���‰�_�-�|���‰�;���t�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u��
generations to come! 

Global study warns of 
risk to mangroves

A HEALTH CHECK 
�
���!�����&�!���(���$������
���������!���(����

�������"�+�"�$�����"���!�����"����
�"���������
���������$�����!�����������"�7��
���&�$���"�����&�$�������"�����*���"�$�7���"���+�"��
SHANNON HURLEY, NATURE 
�������"���!�(���$���������������������������!������

I �m���|�_�;�b�u���=�b�u�v�|���]�t�o�0�-�t���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�7��
�|�_�;�����m�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���&�m�b�o�m���=�o�u���|�_�;��

���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�=�����-�|�†�u�;���P���&�����Q���!�;�7��
���b�v�|���u�;�r�o�u�|�v���|�_�-�|���”�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;��
world’s mangrove ecosystems are 
�-�|���u�b�v�h�:�������=�†�u�|�_�;�u���‘�•���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���-�u�;��
Endangered or Critically Endangered.  

�$�_�;���v�|�†�7�‹���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�;�v���|�_�;���l�-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�v���b�m��
Western Port and south-east Australia 
as endangered, mirroring Victoria’s 
threatened species list. These complex 
�‰�;�0�v���o�=���t�b�=�;�7���-�t�o�m�]���‰�b�|�_���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v���-�m�7��
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communities. 

Not all dandy 
in the ranges
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I t’s been three years since the 
2021 storm event impacted areas 
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machinery disturbance, hazardous 
�|�u�;�;���u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���7�;�v�|�u�†�1�|�b�o�m���o�=��
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�|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7���-�u�;���b�m�|�;�m�v�b�ˆ�;���-�m�7���v�_�o�1�h�b�m�]��
to see.
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protections.  The promises were: 

• �$�_�;���u�;�|�;�m�|�b�o�m���o�=���-�u�;�-�v���o�=���u�;�=�†�]�;��
in the understorey and midstorey 
connectivity.

• �$�_�;���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���1�-�m�o�r�‹���|�u�;�;�v�:

• �$�_�;���;�Š�1�t�†�v�b�o�m���o�=���‰�o�u�h�v���=�u�o�l��
Riparian areas and around water 
bodies.

• ���u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m�v���=�o�u���-�t�t���_�o�t�t�o�‰�J�0�;�-�u�b�m�]�7��
�7�;�m�7���v�-�r���=�;�;�7���|�u�;�;�v���-�m�7���|�u�;�;���=�;�u�m�v�7��
as well as exclusion zones around 
nesting trees during breeding 
season.

• No machinery disturbance in areas 
�o�=���7�;�m�v�;�7���v�‰�-�l�r�‹���ˆ�;�]�;�|�-�|�b�o�m���b�m��
gullies and other damp areas where 
threatened and protected species 
have been recorded.

• �$�_�;���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�1�-�|�b�o�m�7���l�-�u�h�b�m�]���-�m�7��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�o�m���o�=���m�;�v�|���-�m�7���u�o�o�v�|���v�b�|�;�v�:

These all sounded positive in writing, 
but what was actually done on the 
�]�u�o�†�m�7�5

So we visited the site in June to 
assess the area. The result was a list 
�o�=���0�u�o�h�;�m���r�u�o�l�b�v�;�v�:���)�;���b�7�;�m�|�b�=�b�;�7���=�b�ˆ�;��
hollow-bearing trees that had been 
�=�;�t�t�;�7���o�u���u�;�l�o�ˆ�;�7�:�����m�;���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�;�7���-��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���m�;�v�|���|�_�-�|���-�r�r�;�-�u�;�7���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;��
�0�;�t�o�m�]�;�7���|�o���-�����o�†�m�|�-�b�m�����u�†�v�_�|�-�b�t��
Possum. We observed widespread 
heavy machinery disturbance to 
threatened plants such as the 
Powelltown Correa and Victorian Flat-
pea. VNPA and Southern Dandenongs 
Landcare Group had previously alerted 
�
�
���(���|�o���|�_�;���;�Š�b�v�|�;�m�1�;���o�=���|�_�;�v�;��
populations. 

Tree removal operations threaten 
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are expected to recommence over 
�"�†�l�l�;�u�7���=�o�t�t�o�‰�b�m�]���-���_�b�-�|�†�v���7�†�;���|�o��
wet weather and community protests.  
�
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�v�_�o�u�|���o�=���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���;�Š�r�;�1�|�-�|�b�o�m�v�7���‰�b�|�_��
VNPA holding them accountable. We 
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���l�o�m�b�|�o�u���†�r�1�o�l�b�m�]���‰�o�u�h�v��
�-�m�7���r�†�v�_���=�o�u���0�;�|�|�;�u���o�ˆ�;�u�v�b�]�_�|���-�m�7��
transparency. 
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Allan Government to commit to the 
�_�b�]�_�;�v�|���v�|�-�m�7�-�u�7���o�=���-�v�v�;�v�v�l�;�m�|�7��
consultation and nature protections 
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crucially that these principles are 
�;�l�0�;�7�7�;�7���b�m���-���m�;�‰�����o�7�;���o�=�����u�-�1�|�b�1�;��
�=�o�u�����†�v�_�=�b�u�;�����-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���o�m�����†�0�t�b�1��
Land, currently under review (see 
article p. 16). � �

�Ç  �È Hollow-bearing tree 
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Fun FactFun Fact
Blue carbon refers to Blue carbon refers to 
the carbon captured the carbon captured 
and stored by coastal and stored by coastal 

and marine ecosystems and marine ecosystems 
and can store carbon up and can store carbon up 
to 40 times faster than to 40 times faster than 

land ecosystems!land ecosystems!
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Country.
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What are you working on at 
the moment? 
�����-�l���1�†�u�u�;�m�|�t�‹���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���o�m��
�=�o�†�u���r�b�1�|�†�u�;���0�o�o�h�v�9���o�m�;��

�m�o�m�J�=�b�1�|�b�o�m�7���|�‰�o���v�|�o�u�b�;�v���‰�u�b�|�|�;�m��
�0�‹���o�|�_�;�u���-�†�|�_�o�u�v���-�m�7���o�m�;���b�v���-���0�o�o�h������
�_�-�ˆ�;���‰�u�b�|�|�;�m�:���$�_�;�‹���-�u�;���-�t�t���-�|���7�b�=�=�;�u�;�m�|��
�v�|�-�]�;�v�7���v�o���l�‹���7�-�‹���=�t�b�;�v���0�‹���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���o�m��
�|�_�;�l���-�t�t���b�m���t�b�|�|�t�;���1�_�†�m�h�v���o�=���|�b�l�;�4��

Explain your practice and media
�����-�l���-���r�b�1�|�†�u�;���0�o�o�h���-�†�|�_�o�u���-�m�7��
�b�t�t�†�v�|�u�-�|�o�u�7���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���r�u�b�l�-�u�b�t�‹���b�m��
�‰�-�|�;�u�1�o�t�o�†�u�v���-�m�7���|�b�m�h�;�u�b�m�]���b�m��
���_�o�|�o�v�_�o�r�:�������†�v�;�7���|�o���‰�o�u�h���-�|���_�o�l�;��
but have recently joined the lovely 
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�|���|�_�;�����0�0�o�|�v�=�o�u�7�����o�m�ˆ�;�m�|��
�‰�b�|�_���l�‹���=�b�u�v�|���v�|�†�7�b�o���o�†�|���o�=���|�_�;���_�o�†�v�;�7��
�‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���-���‰�o�m�7�;�u�=�†�t���m�;�‰��
chapter. Now I can have lunch while 
hanging with baby lambs! Sometimes, I 
paint massive canvases, when I need a 

�0�u�;�-�|�_�;�u���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���|�b�m�‹���r�-�b�m�|�;�7���7�;�|�-�b�t�v��
�o�=���r�b�1�|�†�u�;���0�o�o�h�v�:

How does nature inspire your 
work? 
���-�|�†�u�;���b�v���l�‹���0�b�]�]�;�v�|���b�m�v�r�b�u�-�|�b�o�m���K������
love the awe it brings me, and my 
challenge is to try and capture that 
�=�;�;�t�b�m�]���o�m���r�-�r�;�u�:�������]�u�;�‰���†�r���v�r�;�m�7�b�m�]��
my time by the sea in Western 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�7���_�-�ˆ�;���t�b�ˆ�;�7���b�m���|�_�;�����-�t�b�=�o�u�m�b�-�m��
mountains, have an obsession with 
�|�_�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�u�o�†�m�7�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;��
�-�m�7���m�o�‰�����]�l���m�o�|���=�-�u���=�u�o�l�����;�u�u�b��
���u�;�;�h�:�������t�t���|�_�;�v�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���-�u�;���v�r�u�b�m�h�t�;�7��
�b�m���0�-�1�h�]�u�o�†�m�7���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�v���b�m���l�‹��
�0�o�o�h�v�:�������t�o�ˆ�;���|�o���|�u�-�ˆ�;�t���-�m�7���0�;���-�0�v�o�u�0�;�7��
�b�m���|�_�;���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|�v���o�=���m�;�‰���r�t�-�1�;�v�7��
�t�o�7�]�b�m�]���l�;�l�o�u�b�;�v�7���|�-�h�b�m�]���r�_�o�|�o�v�7��
�7�u�-�‰�b�m�]���v�h�;�|�1�_�;�v�:

How do you hope 
your work will affect 
others and their 
relationship with 
nature? 
�����|�_�b�m�h���|�_�;���l�o�u�;��
�0�;�-�†�|�‹���‰�;���=�b�m�7���b�m��
�m�-�|�†�u�;���K���-�m�7���|�_�;��
more we are educated 
and understanding 
�o�=���|�_�;���b�l�r�-�1�|���o�=���o�†�u��
own decisions and 
�o�†�u���;�=�=�;�1�|���o�m���b�|���K���|�_�;��
more gentle and caring 
�‰�;���0�;�1�o�l�;���=�o�u���o�†�u��
environment. So, my 

Inspired 
by 
nature

�_�o�r�;���b�v�������1�u�;�-�|�;���‰�o�u�h���|�_�-�|���u�;�-�7�;�u�v��
�=�b�m�7���v�o�l�;���v�r�-�u�h���o�=���1�†�u�b�o�v�b�|�‹���o�u���0�;�-�†�|�‹��
�b�m�7���-�m�7���b�|���v�o�l�;�_�o�‰���_�;�t�r�v���|�_�;�l���=�;�;�t��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���o�=���b�|�v���=�†�|�†�u�;�:��

Where can people see more of your 
work or get in touch? 
I am online at jessesmess.com and at 
instagram.com/jessesmess. 
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F rom a community meeting in 1960 
�|�o���|�_�;���=�b�m�-�t���|�_�;���]�-�Œ�;�|�|�b�m�]���o�=���|�_�;��

���-�l�-�7�]�b�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h���b�m���•�–�v�“�7���|�_�;��
�1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���=�o�u���<�-���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���=�o�u���|�_�;��
national capital’ was certainly worth it.

The Australian Capital Territory’s 
�o�m�t�‹���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�7�����-�l�-�7�]�b���b�v���-��
�0�u�;�-�|�_�|�-�h�b�m�]���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;��
mountain tops covered in Snow Gums 
and alpine meadows, to the wetlands 

down below, it is truly spectacular, 
�‰�b�|�_���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���b�m���-�0�†�m�7�-�m�1�;�:��

�$�_�;���r�-�u�h���v�b�|�v���b�m���|�_�;���m�o�u�|�_�;�u�m���v�;�1�|�b�o�m��
�o�=���|�_�;�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m�����t�r�v�:�����|���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���•�‘��
�r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v���v�|�u�;�|�1�_�b�m�]���=�u�o�l��
Victoria through NSW and into the 
ACT, protecting 1.6 million hectares 
�o�=���r�u�;�7�o�l�b�m�-�m�|�t�‹���b�1�o�m�b�1���-�t�r�b�m�;��
ecosystems.

���m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�7�������7�u�o�ˆ�;���†�r���|�o�����-�l�-�7�]�b��
�|�o���1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�;���|�_�;���“�•�|�_���0�b�u�|�_�7�-�‹���o�=���|�_�;��
�]�-�Œ�;�|�|�-�t���o�=���|�_�b�v���b�1�o�m�b�1���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�:��
And what a great day it was! A guided 
�0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h���-�m�7���-���v�_�o�u�|�;�u���‰�-�t�h���t�;�7���0�‹��
���-�l�b�t�-�u�o�b���l�-�m�����-�u�o�m�����_�-�|�=�b�;�t�7���o�=��
Dreamtime Connections demonstrated 
�†�v�;�v���o�=���r�t�-�m�|�v���†�v�;�7���0�‹���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v��
peoples. A barbecue was put on by the 

Canberra Lions Club, and what would 
�-���0�b�u�|�_�7�-�‹���0�;���‰�b�|�_�o�†�|���-���0�b�u�|�_�7�-�‹���1�-�h�;�5

�$�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†���|�o���|�_�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v��
���v�v�o�1�b�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�������$���=�o�u���r�†�|�|�b�m�]���o�m��
�-���]�u�;�-�|���7�-�‹�7���=�o�u���-���]�u�;�-�|���r�-�u�h���-�m�7���=�o�u��
�‹�o�†�u���‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�1�‹���=�o�u���|�_�;�������$�=�v��
�r�t�-�m�|�v�7���-�m�b�l�-�t�v���-�m�7���r�-�u�h�v�:����

40 years of Namadgi

�Ç�����-�l�b�t�-�u�o�b���l�-�m�����-�u�o�m�����_�-�|�=�b�;�t�7���t�;�-�7�v���r�-�u�|�‹���o�m���‰�-�t�h���0�;�_�b�m�7�����-�l�-�7�]�b���(�b�v�b�|�o�u�����;�m�|�u�;�:��ROSEMARY H

�Ç�����†�|�|�b�m�]�����-�l�-�7�]�b�]�v���0�b�u�|�_�7�-�‹���1�-�h�;�:��JENNIFER C

���)�-�t�h���|�o���+�-�m�h�;�;�����-�|�7�����-�l�-�7�]�b�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�7�����]�†�m�m�-�‰�-�t�����o�†�m�|�u�‹ 
PINKFRANGIPANI/FLICKR

�

Read more about the Read more about the 
40th anniversary of 40th anniversary of 

Namadgi National Park Namadgi National Park 
in the in the NPA BulletinNPA Bulletin

npaact.org.aunpaact.org.au//   
npa-bulletinnpa-bulletin
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research

NICK CARTER 
DESCRIBES HIS 
�!���"�����!�����������$�������&�!��

�������������$�������������*��
���!���	���$���!�7���$�����������)���!�
�&����
���)��

I never really thought that I would 
�†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;���-�����_�	�7���o�u���|�_�-�|���b�|���‰�o�†�t�7���0�;��
included in my career plan, but I’m so 
�_�-�r�r�‹���|�_�-�|�������†�m�7�;�u�|�o�o�h���|�_�b�v���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;��
�K���-�m�7���b�|���u�;�-�t�t�‹���_�;�t�r�v���‰�_�;�m���‹�o�†���_�-�ˆ�;��
such an amazing and supportive team.

What challenges have you 
had to overcome? 
Researching the owls themselves was 
a massive challenge! Their elusive 
�-�m�7���l�‹�v�|�;�u�b�o�†�v���m�-�|�†�u�;���b�v���o�m�;���o�=���l�‹��
�=�-�ˆ�o�†�u�b�|�;���-�v�r�;�1�|�v���o�=���|�_�;�l�7���0�†�|���b�|���u�;�-�t�t�‹��
can be a massive challenge. It requires 
�-���t�o�|���o�=���-�7�-�r�|�b�ˆ�;�m�;�v�v���‰�_�;�m���=�b�;�t�7�‰�o�u�h��
doesn’t necessarily go the way you 
thought it would. 

For example, I was having very little 
�t�†�1�h���7�†�u�b�m�]���o�m�;���o�=���l�‹���1�-�|�1�_�b�m�]��
seasons and there wasn’t much time 
�t�;�=�|���|�o���h�;�;�r���|�u�‹�b�m�]���b�m���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���v�r�o�|�:��
So, we decided to completely move 
study areas, which actually turned out 
�]�u�;�-�|���-�m�7���‰�;�u�;���-�0�t�;���|�o���1�-�|�1�_���=�b�ˆ�;���o�‰�t�v��
�‰�b�|�_�b�m���-���v�_�o�u�|���|�b�l�;���=�u�-�l�;�:

What's the most interesting 
thing you've learnt so far? 
I’ve learnt so much during my PhD 
�-�m�7���=�o�†�m�7���o�†�|���v�o�l�;���u�;�-�t�t�‹���1�o�o�t���|�_�b�m�]�v��
about the owls and how to support 
their conservation, so it’s hard to 
choose just one. Thesis chapter by 
�|�_�;�v�b�v���1�_�-�r�|�;�u�7�������=�o�†�m�7���o�†�|���|�_�-�|�9��

1. Impact assessment tools are data 

�7�;�=�b�1�b�;�m�|�7���-�m�7���t�;�]�b�v�t�-�|�b�o�m���_�-�v���t�b�l�b�|�;�7��
�1�-�r�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t��
���‰�t�v���7�†�;���|�o���|�_�;�b�u���†�v�;���o�=���_�-�0�b�|�-�|��
across multiple tenures, with 
�0�o�|�_���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���v�_�o�u�|�1�o�l�b�m�]�v���t�b�h�;�t�‹��
�1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�b�m�]���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���|�o���|�_�;���v�r�;�1�b�;�v��
decline.

2. ���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v���-�u�;���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|�t�‹��
adjusting their spatial and 
movement behaviour in response 
�|�o���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�;�7���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���K���-�v��
�=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m���b�m�1�u�;�-�v�;�v�7���v�o���|�o�o��
does home-range sizes, limiting 
�|�_�;���-�l�o�†�m�|���o�=���|�;�u�u�b�|�o�u�b�;�v���|�_�-�|���1�-�m��
�o�1�1�†�u���b�m���-���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���7�†�;���|�o���t�-�1�h���o�=��
habitat and connectivity.

3.  Roads aren’t a movement barrier 
�=�o�u�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�7���0�†�|���|�_�;�‹��
�v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���-�7�f�†�v�|���|�_�;�b�u���l�o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|��
�r�-�|�|�;�u�m�v���|�o���=�t�‹���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;���u�o�-�7��
�m�;�|�‰�o�u�h���0�‹���-�1�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹���v�;�-�u�1�_�b�m�]���=�o�u��
�-�u�;�-�v���o�=���7�;�m�v�;���|�u�;�;���1�o�ˆ�;�u���m�;�-�u��
watercourses to cross roads.

4. Despite not consuming rodents, 
���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v���-�u�;���0�;�b�m�]���;�Š�r�o�v�;�7��
to second-generation anticoagulant 
rodenticide poisoning, establishing 
�-���m�;�‰���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v���=�o�u���|�_�b�v��
species.

What impact do you want 
your research to have?
Throughout my PhD and ecologist 
�1�-�u�;�;�u�7�������u�;�-�t�t�‹���_�-�ˆ�;���|�u�b�;�7���|�o���l�-�h�;���l�‹��
research tangible and applicable to 
�-���‰�b�7�;���-�†�7�b�;�m�1�;���o�=���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�;�u�v�7��

including land managers, government, 
researchers, industry and community 
groups. I truly believe that sharing 
and discussing research and ideas 
between academic and non-academic 
�v�|�-�h�;�_�o�t�7�;�u�v���b�v���b�m�|�;�]�u�-�t���=�o�u���v�r�;�1�b�;�v��
conservation and implementing 
positive changes in the real-world. 

���7�;�-�t�t�‹�7�������‰�o�†�t�7���t�o�ˆ�;���=�o�u���r�;�o�r�t�;���|�o���0�;��
inspired by the research my team has 
�†�m�7�;�u�|�-�h�;�m���|�o���7�o���v�l�-�t�t���-�1�|�b�o�m�v���;�-�1�_��
day to not only help owls, but all the 
�o�|�_�;�u���-�l�-�Œ�b�m�]���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���|�_�-�|���‰�;���v�_�-�u�;��
�o�†�u���0�-�1�h�‹�-�u�7�v���‰�b�|�_�:���&�v�b�m�]���-�t�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;�v��
to rodenticides and revegetating your 
property with native trees really does 
go a long way. 

To quote my recently submitted 
thesis ‘to ensure the continued co-
existence with humans and reverse 
�r�o�r�†�t�-�|�b�o�m���7�;�1�t�b�m�;�v���o�=���|�_�b�v���|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m�;�7��
species, its integral that as a society, 
we collectively ‘give a hoot’ and 
�b�l�r�t�;�l�;�m�|���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
actions across our dynamically 
�1�_�-�m�]�b�m�]���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�7���=�o�u���|�_�;���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�-�t��
�o�=�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�=�:����

What's the elevator pitch for 
your PhD? 

I n my thesis, I investigated 
threatening processes such as 

�_�-�0�b�|�-�|���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�-�|�b�o�m�7���r�o�b�v�o�m�b�m�]�7��
movement barriers and protection 
discrepancies. This research is now 
�0�;�b�m�]���†�v�;�7���|�o���_�;�t�r���=�†�u�|�_�;�u���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�;��
���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v��(Ninox strenua) and 
�b�m�=�o�u�l���7�;�1�b�v�b�o�m�J�l�-�h�b�m�]���r�u�o�1�;�v�v�;�v���|�o��
reduce impacts to individuals and their 
territories. 

���o�l�r�t�;�|�;�7���-�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���	�;�-�h�b�m��
�&�m�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�|�‹�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t���!�;�v�;�-�u�1�_��
�$�;�-�l���P�	�&�����!�$�Q�7���l�‹�����_�	���r�u�o�f�;�1�|��
�b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7���†�v�b�m�]���-���l�b�Š�|�†�u�;���o�=�������"��
�|�u�-�1�h�b�m�]���|�;�1�_�m�o�t�o�]�‹���-�m�7���7�-�|�-���=�u�o�l��
deceased owls to investigate how 
owls responded to various threatening 
processes across the urban-rural-
�=�o�u�;�v�|���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:

���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v (Ninox strenua) are 
���†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v���t�-�u�]�;�v�|���o�‰�t�:���&�m�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;�t�‹�7��
they are a threatened apex predator, 
declining throughout their distribution 
�o�=���l�-�b�m�t�-�m�7���v�o�†�|�_�J�;�-�v�|�F�;�-�v�|�;�u�m��
Australia. 

Due to their nocturnal, elusive and 
�_�b�]�_�t�‹���l�o�0�b�t�;���m�-�|�†�u�;�7�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v��
�-�u�;���;�Š�|�u�;�l�;�t�‹���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�o���7�;�|�;�1�|��
and research which means it is also 
�u�;�-�t�t�‹���7�b�=�=�b�1�†�t�|���|�o���;�m�v�†�u�;���|�_�-�|���t�-�m�7��
�l�-�m�-�]�;�u�v���-�u�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹���l�b�|�b�]�-�|�b�m�]��
�b�l�r�-�1�|�v���-�m�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���=�o�u��
�1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�:�����t�|�_�o�†�]�_�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v��

are completely reliant on tree cover 
to survive and establish territories, 
�|�_�;�‹���-�u�;���o�m�;���o�=���|�_�;���=�;�‰�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m��
apex predators that are able to occupy 
spaces in rural and urban habitat 
�=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�;�7���-�u�;�-�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7���;�m�o�†�]�_��
resources are available. However, does 
their ability to occupy habitat along 
the landscape gradient inadvertently 
also create additional challenges that 
�|�_�u�;�-�|�;�m���|�_�;�b�u���v�†�u�ˆ�b�ˆ�-�t�5��

What led you to do this PhD? 
I did my Honours research on 
���o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v���0�-�1�h���b�m���‘�•�•�•�7���-�m�7���‰�-�v��
�t�†�1�h�‹���;�m�o�†�]�_���|�o���0�;���o�=�=�;�u�;�7���-�����_�	��
position by my supervisors to continue 
�‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���o�m���|�_�;�l���b�m���‘�•�‘�•�:�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t��
���‰�t�v���-�u�;���-���v�;�u�b�o�†�v�t�‹���-�‰�;�v�o�l�;���-�m�7��
�l�‹�v�|�;�u�b�o�†�v���-�m�b�l�-�t���K���0�;�b�m�]���-�0�t�;���|�o��
�‰�o�u�h���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;�l���b�v���|�u�†�t�‹���v�o���v�r�;�1�b�-�t�7���v�o��
�_�o�‰���1�o�†�t�7���‹�o�†���v�-�‹���m�o���‰�_�;�m���o�=�=�;�u�;�7���-��
�r�o�v�b�|�b�o�m���t�b�h�;���|�_�-�|�5

In between honours and PhD, I 
�‰�o�u�h�;�7���-�v���-�m���;�1�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t���1�o�m�v�†�t�|�-�m�|��
�-�|���"�����������†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�:�������]�-�b�m�;�7���l�-�m�‹��
important data, time management, 
�=�b�;�t�7���-�m�7���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���v�h�b�t�t�v���|�_�-�|��
�u�;�-�t�t�‹���_�;�t�r�;�7���l�-�h�;���l�‹�����_�	���f�o�†�u�m�;�‹���-��
more enjoyable and easier experience. 
Gaining those real-world experiences 
�o�†�|�v�b�7�;���o�=���-�1�-�7�;�l�b�-�����‰�-�v���u�;�-�t�t�‹��
�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���b�m���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�b�=�‹�b�m�]���l�‹���v�h�b�t�t�v�;�|�8������
was able to start my PhD running and 
�r�u�;�|�|�‹���l�†�1�_���v�|�-�u�|���=�b�;�t�7�‰�o�u�h���o�m���7�-�‹��
one.

Powerful 
research

Get in touch with NickGet in touch with Nick

Instagram: du_powlsInstagram: du_powls

Email:  Email:  
nbca@deakin.edu.aunbca@deakin.edu.au

�Ç�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�:��NICK CARTER

�Ç�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t�v�:��NICK CARTER �Ç�����o�‰�;�u�=�†�t�����‰�t���1�_�b�1�h�v�:��GAYLE OSBORNE
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�È Wilsons Prom in the 70s

History

�������
�����������
�������������

�������
�����������
������
�������������

�������
�����������
�����������

�������
�����������
������������
�

����


���
	������
��������
�����
�

Map

� ������������������������������
������� ����������������������

� �����
�������
��	�����

�È ����������������
�������������������
���������������������
������

������
��������������������������������

Location
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National park & marine national park
Wilsons Promontory

WILSONS PROM�����"���$�����������)�������������$���������!���)����
���
���(�����$���!�����]�"�������$�����������������!���"���"�+�"�$����

T�_�;�����u�o�l���b�v���-�u�]�†�-�0�t�‹���|�_�;���0�;�v�|�J�t�o�ˆ�;�7���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹��
Victorians. It has outstanding conservation, recreation and 

�‰�b�t�7�;�u�m�;�v�v���ˆ�-�t�†�;�v�7���-�m�7���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���7�;�v�b�]�m�-�|�;�7���0�‹���&�����"�������-�v���-��
Biosphere Reserve. 

���m�o�‰�m���-�v���+�b�u�†�h���o�u���)�-�l�o�o�m�7���b�|���_�-�v���t�o�m�]���0�;�;�m���_�;�t�7���b�m���_�b�]�_��
�;�v�|�;�;�l���0�‹���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�b�;�v�:�����|���b�v���h�m�o�‰�m���-�v��
�|�_�;���_�o�l�;���o�=�����o�o�J�;�u�u�m�7���|�_�;���v�r�b�u�b�|���-�m�1�;�v�|�o�u���-�m�7���]�†�-�u�7�b�-�m���o�=��
�|�_�;�a���u�-�|�-�†�-�t�†�m�]���r�;�o�r�t�;���-�m�7���-�m���-�m�1�;�v�|�o�u���o�=���|�_�;�a���†�m�†�u�o�m�]�:���$�_�;��
�l�b�7�7�;�m�v���o�=���7�b�v�1�-�u�7�;�7���v�_�;�t�t�v���|�_�-�|���-�u�;���;�Š�r�o�v�;�7���b�m���l�-�m�‹���o�=���|�_�;��
�0�-�‹�v���-�u�;���;�ˆ�b�7�;�m�1�;���o�=���
�b�u�v�|�����-�|�b�o�m�v���o�1�1�†�r�-�|�b�o�m�:��

About 12,000 years ago, when an ice age greatly lowered the 
�v�;�-���t�;�ˆ�;�t�7���‹�o�†���1�o�†�t�7���‰�-�t�h���|�o���$�-�v�l�-�m�b�-���-�t�o�m�]���-���u�o�†�|�;���l�-�u�h�;�7��
now by Bass Strait islands between the Prom and Flinders 
Island. Some plants on the Prom, such as Crimson Berry, are 
very rare in Victoria but common in Tasmania. 

���m���|�_�;���•�–�|�_���1�;�m�|�†�u�‹�7���|�_�;�����u�o�l���‰�-�v���;�Š�r�t�o�b�|�;�7���0�‹�����†�u�o�r�;�-�m�v���=�o�u��
�‰�_�-�t�;�v�7���v�;�-�t�v�7���|�b�l�0�;�u���-�m�7���|�b�m�:�����|���‰�-�v���=�b�u�v�|���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�7���-�v���-���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�r�-�u�h���b�m���•�v�–�v�7���t�-�u�]�;�t�‹���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���-�1�|�b�o�m���0�‹���|�_�;���
�b�;�t�7�����-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|�v��
���t�†�0���o�=���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:���$�o�7�-�‹�7���|�_�;���‰�-�|�;�u�v���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]���b�|���-�u�;���-�t�v�o��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���b�m���l�-�u�b�m�;���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�v�:��

�(���������_�-�v���t�;�7���-���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=���v�†�1�1�;�v�v�=�†�t���r�u�o�|�;�v�|�v���-�|���|�_�;�����u�o�l�7��
halting proposed large-scale commercial developments. 

�$�_�;�����u�o�l���_�-�v���-���]�u�;�-�|���u�-�m�]�;���o�=���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���|�‹�r�;�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���|�-�t�t��
�-�v�_���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�7���0�-�m�h�v�b�-���‰�o�o�7�t�-�m�7�v�7���u�-�b�m�=�o�u�;�v�|�v���-�m�7���1�o�-�v�|�-�t��
�_�;�-�|�_�t�-�m�7�v�:�����=���‹�o�†���ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u�7���‹�o�†���1�-�m���v�;�;���-���_�;�-�7�‹��
�l�b�Š���o�=���1�o�t�o�†�u�=�†�t���l�-�u�b�m�;���t�b�=�;�7���r�-�u�|�b�1�†�t�-�u�t�‹���-�u�o�†�m�7���|�_�;���|�†�l�0�t�;�7��
�]�u�-�m�b�|�;���0�o�†�t�7�;�u�v���o�=�=���|�_�;���1�o�-�v�|�t�b�m�;�:��

�
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=���|�_�;�����u�o�l�7���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���b�m���•�–�•�–�7���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�;�v���|�o��
�0�o�|�_���=�o�u�l�-�t���u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���-�m�7���1�b�|�b�Œ�;�m���v�1�b�;�m�1�;�:�����u�o�f�;�1�|�v���u�-�m�]�;���=�u�o�l��
Koala and Hooded Plover habitat to combatting mange in 
�)�o�l�0�-�|�v�7���-�v���‰�;�t�t���-�v���b���-�|�†�u�-�t�b�v�|���0�b�o�0�t�b�|�Œ�b�m�]���-�m�7���l�o�m�b�|�o�u�b�m�]���o�=��
Phytophthora cinnamomi and cattle grazing. 

With thanks to Karin Ruff and Jim Whelan, Friends of the Prom

�
�-�b�u�‹�����o�ˆ�;�7���)�b�t�v�o�m�v�����u�o�l�o�m�|�o�u�‹�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h 
 ZAC PORTER

�$�o�o�|�_�0�u�†�v�_�����;�-�|�_�;�u�f�-�1�h�;�|�v���b�m���1�u�-�‹�‰�;�;�7���Æ�� 
JOHN TURNBULL/FLICKR

�Ç Wombat. CHRISTINA HENDRICKS

�Ç Grass Trees. GOLDBERRY/WIKIMEDIA�Ç Emus. JOHN TURNBULL/FLICKR

�Ç Crimson Berry. RON GREER �È Wilsons Prom heathland. RYAN JUBBER

IN PARK FRIENDS 
�������)�����(���"���$�������������
��

�(�����$���!�����]�"�������$������������
�����!���"���$�����!���(�����������$�"��
FEATURES, THREATS 

AND FRIENDS

PARKfriends
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�)�;���-�1�h�m�o�‰�t�;�7�]�;���|�_�b�v���t�o�1�-	ž�o�m���b�v��
�r�-�u�|���o�=���|�_�;���†�m�1�;�7�;�7���|�u�-�7�b	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�m�7�v��

�-�m�7���‰�-�|�;�u�v���o�=���|�_�;�����†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b��
and recognise their ongoing 
�u�o�t�;���b�m���1�-�u�b�m�]���=�o�u�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�:

Coalville
bushland Reserve

I �m���|�_�;���o�m�1�;���l�b�]�_�|�‹���"�|�u�Œ�;�t�;�1�h�b���!�-�m�]�;�v��
�f�†�v�|���v�o�†�|�_���o�=�����o�;���v�b�|�v���|�_�;�����o�-�t�ˆ�b�t�t�;��

G219 Bushland Reserve. It’s on 
���†�m�-�b�h�†�u�m�-�b�����o�†�m�|�u�‹�7���|�†�1�h�;�7���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m��
a pine plantation and private land.

The reserve is predominantly covered 
�0�‹���|�o�‰�;�u�b�m�]�����o�†�m�|�-�b�m�����u�;�‹�����†�l�v��
(Eucalyptus cypellocarpa). I visited the 
�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�m���|�_�;���7�;�r�|�_�v���o�=���)�b�m�|�;�u���‰�_�b�t�;��
�|�_�;���u�-�b�m���‰�-�v���|�u�b�1�h�t�b�m�]���7�o�‰�m���|�_�;���|�u�†�m�h�v��
�o�=���|�_�;�����o�†�m�|�-�b�m�����u�;�‹�����†�l�v�7���-�m�7���l�b�v�|��
�‰�-�v���l�o�ˆ�b�m�]���b�m���-�m�7���o�†�|���o�=���|�_�;���ˆ�-�t�t�;�‹�v�:��

���u�b�o�u���|�o���|�_�;���1�t�;�-�u�b�m�]���-�m�7���1�o�m�ˆ�;�u�v�b�o�m���o�=��
�|�_�;���v�†�u�u�o�†�m�7�b�m�]���0�†�v�_���b�m�|�o���r�-�7�7�o�1�h�v��
and pine plantations, you can imagine 
Yellow-bellied Gliders (Petaurus 
australis) jumping between their large 
�|�u�†�m�h�v�:��

�+�;�|���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���|�_�-�|���u�;�l�-�b�m�v���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�v��
many large and hollow-bearing trees 
�‰�b�|�_���v�b�]�m�v���o�=���†�v�;���0�‹���1�o�1�h�-�|�o�o�v�7���o�‰�t�v��
and parrots. Although small, this 
�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���_�-�v���-�0�†�m�7�-�m�|���0�b�u�7���t�b�=�;�7���‰�b�|�_��
���o�o�h�-�0�†�u�u�-�v���1�-�t�t�b�m�]���o�†�|���|�o���;�-�1�_��
other. 

���m�7���|�_�;���]�u�o�†�m�7�v�|�o�u�;�‹���b�v���r�u�o�t�b�=�b�1���‰�b�|�_��
�v�|�†�m�m�b�m�]���=�†�m�]�b�:�����|���]�o�;�v���|�o���v�_�o�‰���‹�o�†��
�1�-�m���m�;�ˆ�;�u���7�o�†�0�|���|�_�;���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�1�;���o�=��
�;�ˆ�;�m���|�_�;���v�l�-�t�t�;�v�|���r�-�|�1�_���o�=���u�;�l�m�-�m�|��
native vegetation!

�����‰�;�t�1�o�l�;���v�†�u�r�u�b�v�;���-�|���|�_�-�|���|�b�l�;���o�=��
�‹�;�-�u�������ˆ�b�v�b�|�;�7���b�v���|�_�;���b�1�o�m�b�1���r�b�m�h���=�o�u�l���o�=��
the Common Heath (Epacris impressa), 
�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���=�t�o�u�-�t���v�|�-�|�;���;�l�0�t�;�l�:�����|���‰�-�v��
�=�o�†�m�7���-�1�u�o�v�v���|�_�;���‰�_�o�t�;���u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;�:�����|�v��
�r�b�m�h���|�u�†�l�r�;�|�J�t�b�h�;���=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���r�o�h�b�m�]���o�†�|��

JORDAN CROOK 
�(���"���$�"�����������$�$��������������
���
���������&�"���������	��

RESERVE IN THE LA 
�$�!���������(���������+����

amongst the other plants biding their 
�|�b�l�;���†�m�|�b�t���"�r�u�b�m�]���|�o���=�t�o�‰�;�u�:��

�
�o�u���v�†�1�_���-���=�u�-�]�l�;�m�|�;�7���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�7��
the reserve is in great condition, with 
�t�o�‰���t�;�ˆ�;�t�v���o�=���‰�;�;�7�v�:�����o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���b�|���7�o�;�v��
�0�;�-�u���|�_�;���v�1�-�u�v���o�=���=�b�u�;�‰�o�o�7���r�o�-�1�_�b�m�]��
�|�_�-�|���b�v���1�†�u�v�b�m�]���l�-�m�‹���o�=���o�†�u���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7��
reserves.

Next time you’re in the La Trobe 
�(�-�t�t�;�‹�7���7�†�1�h���7�o�‰�m���|�o�����o�-�t�ˆ�b�t�t�;�����‘�•�–��
Bushland Reserve, you won’t regret 
�ˆ�b�v�b�|�b�m�]���|�_�b�v���]�u�o�†�v�;���r�-�u�h�4������

�

�Ç Coalville Bushland Reserve. ALL IMAGES JORDAN CROOK

�Å Coalville Bushland Reserve

Fungi �Æ

�È Common Heath 

ALL IMAGES JORDAN CROOK

Coalville G219 Bushland Coalville G219 Bushland 
Reserve, Reserve, 

Mills Rd, CoalvilleMills Rd, Coalville

145 km145 km// 2¼ hour drive  2¼ hour drive  
south-east of Melbournesouth-east of Melbourne

Glad tidings Nature news to bring a smile to your face

�k  Ghostbusting in the Top End 
Wildlife photographers Lucyna Kania and Nick Volpe 
have discovered a previously unrecorded wasp hiding in 
plain sight near a popular swimming spot in the Northern 
Territory's Nitmiluk National Park.

It has been named the Mam-Burrumurl Wasp, a 
translation of 'ghost wasp' in the Jawoyn language, the 
Traditional Owners of the park. The name captures the 
wasp's distinctive floating flight pattern, reminiscent of a 
ghost. They lay their eggs in the nests of Leaf-cutter Bees 
where their larvae will eat the bee larvae and its food.

Lucyna and Nick 
first found the 
wasps in 2022. 
In collaboration 
with Dr Ben 
Parslow from the 
South Australian 
Museum they described it as a new species to Western 
science, Gasteruption mamburrumurl. �Á

Follow Nick @nvolpe.wild and Lucyna @lucynak.wild for 
some excellent nature content.
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�����������	���!�+�������!�	�������(���!�7���
���!�����!�������!�����!���������!�������	��
���������ƒ�$���!�����(�������������������!�����������"�����������"�7����������
�]���&�"���+���������]�7���"�����!���"���"�����������
�������"���!�������!������������
�"�$���!�+���)���$����PARK WATCH

Bushy 
Bob 

B �o�0���"�;�l�l�;�m�v�=���t�b�=�;�t�o�m�]���r�-�v�v�b�o�m���=�o�u���0�b�u�7�v���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���-�v���-��
childhood hobby recording birds in Leach’s 1911 Bird 

���o�o�h���‰�b�|�_���_�b�v���=�-�|�_�;�u���o�m���|�_�;���=�-�l�b�t�‹���=�-�u�l�:�����-�ˆ�b�m�]���]�u�o�‰�m���†�r���b�m��
�"�;�7�]�;�‰�b�1�h���v�o�†�|�_���o�=�����;�m�7�b�]�o�7���-�m�7���m�o�‰���-�����-�t�t�-�1�o�o�|�-���t�o�1�-�t�7���–�‘��
�‹�;�-�u�J�o�t�7�����o�0���v�|�b�t�t���0�b�u�7���‰�-�|�1�_�;�v���l�o�v�|���7�-�‹�v�:�����b�v���t�o�ˆ�;���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;��
�‰�-�v���|�_�;���7�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]���=�o�u�1�;���0�;�_�b�m�7���-���l�b�7�J�t�b�=�;���1�-�u�;�;�u���1�_�-�m�]�;���|�o��
�0�;�1�o�l�;���-���r�-�u�h���u�-�m�]�;�u���K���v�o�l�;�|�_�b�m�]���_�;���7�;�v�1�u�b�0�;�v���-�v���]�$�_�;���0�;�v�|��
move I ever made.’  

���m���•�–�•�v�7�����o�0���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���-���|�_�u�;�;�J�‹�;�-�u���v�|�b�m�|���-�v���-���u�-�m�]�;�u���b�m��
�|�_�;���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�;���-�m�7���v�|�†�m�m�b�m�]�����u�o�-�f�b�m�]�o�t�o�m�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:���<����
�u�;�l�;�l�0�;�u���1�o�m�7�†�1�|�b�m�]���v�†�u�ˆ�;�‹�v���=�o�u���0�b�u�7�v���t�b�h�;���|�_�;���_�o�o�7�;�7��
�r�t�o�ˆ�;�u���-�t�t���†�r���-�m�7���7�o�‰�m���|�_�;���1�o�-�v�|�:���+�o�†���‰�o�†�t�7���‰�-�t�h���‘�”���h�l��
�o�m�;���‰�-�‹�7���-�m�7���‹�o�†���‰�o�†�t�7���v�;�t�7�o�l���v�;�;���-�m�‹�o�m�;���;�Š�1�;�r�|���=�o�u���|�_�;��
Sea Eagles, and occasionally you would hear a Dingo’s call. 
I had some spectacular adventures. It was just you in the 
wilderness.’

���|���‰�-�v���-�u�o�†�m�7���|�_�b�v���|�b�l�;���|�_�-�|�����o�0���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���l�;�l�0�;�u���o�=���(��������
�-�m�7���]�o�|���b�m�ˆ�o�t�ˆ�;�7���‰�b�|�_���o�†�u���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�7���|�_�;�m���h�m�o�‰�m��
�-�v�����)�����:�����o�0���u�;�1�-�t�t�v���;�m�f�o�‹�b�m�]���-���7�o�Œ�;�m���‰�-�t�h�v�7���-�v�v�b�v�|�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_��
�o�m�;���-�t�o�m�]���|�_�;�����;�m�o�-���!�b�ˆ�;�u���7�o�‰�m���|�o�‰�-�u�7�v�����-�t�t�-�1�o�o�|�-�7���-�m�7��
�-���1�o�-�v�|�-�t���‰�-�t�h���o�ˆ�;�u���|�_�;�����"�)�J�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���0�o�u�7�;�u���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�o��
Nadjee Nature Reserve. 

�<�(���������l�;�l�0�;�u�v���‰�;�u�;���]�o�o�7���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�;�u�v���-�m�7���‰�-�t�h�;�u�v�7���-�m�7��
sometimes I’d be tested! However, I’m sure our time spent in 
�|�_�;���m�-�|�†�u�-�t���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���‰�-�v���]�o�o�7���=�o�u���o�†�u���‰�;�t�t�0�;�b�m�]�=�:��

�"�b�m�1�;���u�;�|�b�u�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�v���"�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�7�����o�0��
�_�-�v���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;�7���|�o���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;���_�b�l�v�;�t�=���|�o���|�_�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m��
�1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹���-�u�o�†�m�7�����-�t�t�-�1�o�o�|�-���K���v�o���l�†�1�_���v�o���_�;�=�v���h�m�o�‰�m��
locally as Bushy Bob. Bob continues to conduct bird surveys 
�v�;�-�v�o�m�-�t�t�‹���-�1�u�o�v�v���v�b�Š���ˆ�-�u�‹�b�m�]���_�-�0�b�|�-�|�v���P�-�v���_�;���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���=�o�u��
�o�ˆ�;�u���’�•���‹�;�-�u�v�Q�7���v�o�l�;�|�b�l�;�v���u�;�1�o�u�7�b�m�]���†�r���|�o���•�•�•���0�b�u�7�v���b�m��
�-���l�o�m�|�_���-�m�7���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���h�;�‹���7�-�|�-���o�m���|�_�;���-�u�;�-���|�o�����b�u�7�t�b�=�;��
Australia. 

�]�+�o�†���m�;�ˆ�;�u���h�m�o�‰���‰�_�-�|���‹�o�†�=�u�;���]�o�b�m�]���|�o���=�b�m�7���_�;�u�;�;�����†�|���0�b�u�7��
�t�b�=�;�7���;�ˆ�;�m���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�;���=�b�u�;�v�7���‰�-�v���v�t�o�‰�t�‹���7�;�1�t�b�m�b�m�]�:���$�_�;�u�;�=�v���t�;�v�v��

�b�m�v�;�1�|�v���‰�b�|�_���|�_�;���;�=�=�;�1�|�v���o�=���1�t�b�l�-�|�;���1�_�-�m�]�;���†�r�v�;�|�|�b�m�]���|�_�;��
�0�-�t�-�m�1�;���o�=���|�_�b�m�]�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�;�m���|�_�;���=�b�u�;���o�=���‘�•�•�–�F�‘�•���1�-�l�;���-�m�7��
�7�;�ˆ�-�v�|�-�|�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����m���l�‹���0�b�u�7���1�o�†�m�|�v���|�_�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���‰�-�v���v�o��
quiet. There were one too many choruses gone. However, 
�0�b�u�7���1�-�t�t�v���-�u�;���l�o�u�;���=�u�;�t�†�;�m�|���|�_�b�v���"�r�u�b�m�]���K�������|�u�†�v�|���|�_�b�v��
continues.’ 

�
�o�u���_�b�v���;�=�=�o�u�|�v�7�����o�0���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;�7���-���	�b�v�|�b�m�]�†�b�v�_�;�7���"�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�����‰�-�u�7��
�=�u�o�l�����b�u�7���b�=�;�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-���-�m�7���-�m�����†�|�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]�����1�_�b�;�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|��
���‰�-�u�7���=�o�u���_�b�v���o�m�]�o�b�m�]���ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���‰�;�;�7�b�m�]���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
Coastal Council in 2015. Bob also remains active with local 
�]�u�o�†�r�v���t�b�h�;���
�u�b�;�m�7�v���o�=�����-�t�t�-�1�o�o�|�-�7���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�b�m�]���h�;�‹���_�-�0�b�|�-�|���-�m�7��
�v�r�;�1�b�;�v�:���<�)�;�=�u�;���l�o�v�|�t�‹���u�;�|�b�u�;�;�v���‰�_�o���-�u�;���h�;�;�m���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���|�_�;��
�v�r�;�1�b�-�t���;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���_�;�u�;���K���|�_�;�‹���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�v�;���b�|�=�v���l�-�]�b�1���|�o�o�:�=��

���o�0�=�v���;�m�|�_�†�v�b�-�v�l���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;���-�m�7���;�ˆ�;�u�‹�|�_�b�m�]���b�m���b�|���b�v��
�b�m�=�;�1�|�b�o�†�v�:���<�)�_�;�u�;���‰�o�†�t�7���‰�;���0�;���‰�b�|�_�o�†�|���0�b�u�7�v�5���)�b�|�_�o�†�|���|�_�;�b�u��
song, colour and activity to enhance your day about town or 
�o�m���‰�-�t�h�v�:�=

We’re delighted to have someone as passionate and 
determined to help people appreciate nature as Bob, as part 
�o�=���|�_�;���(���������1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�:��

�<�����-�r�r�u�;�1�b�-�|�;���|�_�-�|���(���������h�;�;�r�v���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�b�m�]���|�_�;���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|��
�‰�b�|�_���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���o�m���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���-�u�;�-�v���|�o���-�7�7���|�o���;�Š�b�v�|�b�m�]���r�-�u�h�v�7��
�-�m�7���t�o�0�0�‹�b�m�]���|�o���1�u�;�-�|�;���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v�:�����=�l���_�-�r�r�‹���l�-�h�b�m�]��
a monthly donation to support VNPA, and I hope to leave a 
�t�b�|�|�t�;���;�Š�|�u�-���‰�_�;�m�������v�_�†�=�=�t�;���o�=�=�4�����m���|�_�;���l�;�-�m�|�b�l�;�7�����=�t�t���h�;�;�r���7�o�b�m�]��
my bit to preserve habitat and nature’s world.’  

New Nature Stewards 
development role
ANDREW KEAST���$�������"��������
�$�����������)���!�����������
�����!�����!������
�	���(���������������$���
���!�������$�&�!����
STEWARDS

A ndrew Keast is an entrepreneur, 
connector, listener and lover 

�o�=���t�b�=�;�:�����;�=�v���-�t�v�o���-���1�_�-�m�]�;���-�]�;�m�|�7��
�-�7�ˆ�o�1�-�|�;���-�m�7���1�_�-�l�r�b�o�m���=�o�u���v�o�1�b�-�t���-�m�7��
environmental conservation, health, 
wellbeing and regeneration. He’s 
�l�o�v�|���-�|���_�o�l�;���b�m���|�_�;���l�-�]�b�1���o�=���|�_�;��
mountains.   

With over 20 years’ experience 
in business across a wide range 
�o�=���v�;�1�|�o�u�v�7�����m�7�u�;�‰���_�-�v���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�;�7��

the past ten years to the social 
enterprise sector including most 
�u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���!�;�=�†�]�;�;���$�-�t�;�m�|�7���-��
�v�o�1�b�-�t���;�m�|�;�u�r�u�b�v�;���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�b�m�]���u�;�=�†�]�;�;��
�;�l�r�t�o�‹�l�;�m�|�:�����;���‰�-�v���1�o�J�=�o�†�m�7�;�u���o�=��
�)�-�‹�=�-�b�u�;�u�:�1�o�o�r�7���r�b�t�o�|�b�m�]�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�=�v��
�=�b�u�v�|���u�;�]�;�m�;�u�-�|�b�ˆ�;���1�o�l�l�†�m�b�|�‹�J�o�‰�m�;�7��
�|�o�†�u�b�v�l���r�t�-�|�=�o�u�l�:

���m�7�u�;�‰�=�v���u�o�t�;���-�v���	�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|�����=�=�b�1�;�u��
with our Nature Stewards Program 
represents an exciting opportunity to 
�0�†�b�t�7���o�m���|�_�;���v�†�1�1�;�v�v���o�=���|�_�;���1�†�u�u�;�m�|��
�r�u�o�]�u�-�l�:�����b�v���‰�o�u�h���‰�b�t�t���_�;�t�r���1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;��
�|�o���]�u�o�‰���|�_�;���;�1�o�t�o�]�b�1�-�t���t�b�|�;�u�-�1�‹���o�=���|�_�;��
Victorian community, their connection 
�-�m�7���1�-�u�;���o�=���m�-�|�†�u�;�7���-�m�7���1�o�m�=�b�7�;�m�1�;���|�o��
�-�1�|���=�o�u���m�-�|�†�u�;�:��

���_�-�m�]�;���o�=���]�†�-�u�7���=�o�u�����;�Š�|���;�m�����-�|�†�u�;
�
���!���)���������$���� CONSUELO 
QUEVEDO�������	���)��������������
�$����MICHAEL LOO, THE NEW 
�������(�������!���
���!�������*�$��������
�����$�&�!���7�����&�!���+���&������
�������������]�"���������������������$��
���!�����!����

V ���������o�=�=�;�u�v���-���_�†�]�;���|�_�-�m�h���‹�o�†���|�o��
���o�m�v�†�;�t�o��� �†�;�ˆ�;�7�o�7���‰�_�o���=�b�m�b�v�_�;�7��

�†�r���-�v�����;�Š�|���;�m�����-�|�†�u�;���P�������Q�����u�o�]�u�-�l��
���o�m�ˆ�;�m�o�u���b�m�����1�|�o�0�;�u�7���-�m�7���‰�;�t�1�o�l�;�v��
���b�1�_�-�;�t�����o�o���b�m�|�o���|�_�;���u�o�t�;�:��

���v���|�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���1�o�m�ˆ�;�m�o�u�7�����o�m�v�†�;�t�o���t�;�7��
�|�_�;���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�l�;�m�|���o�=���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�:���$�_�b�v��
included much ‘behind the scenes 
�‰�o�u�h�=���v�†�1�_���-�v���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l��
name, objectives and communication 
methods and developing targeted 
activities. 

�$�_�-�m�h�v���|�o�����o�m�v�†�;�t�o�=�v���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r��
style, participants would always leave 
smiling, having learnt and contributed 
to conservation, but also connecting 
with other young adults who are into 
nature too. 

�$�_�-�m�h�v�����o�m�v�†�;�t�o���=�o�u���r�†�|�|�b�m�]���7�o�‰�m��
�|�_�;���u�o�o�|�v���=�o�u���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l���‰�_�b�1�_���‰�b�t�t��
�1�o�m�|�b�m�†�;���|�o���]�u�o�‰���=�u�o�l���_�;�u�;�4

�(���������b�v���;�Š�1�b�|�;�7���|�o���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�����b�1�_�-�;�t��
Loo as the new NextGen Nature 
���o�m�ˆ�;�m�o�u�:�����b�1�_�-�;�t���_�-�v���-���m�†�l�0�;�u���o�=��

�‹�;�-�u�v���o�=���;�Š�r�;�u�b�;�m�1�;���b�m���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m�7��
�-�m�7���_�-�v���r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v�t�‹���‰�o�u�h�;�7���=�o�u�����-�u�h�v��
Victoria and the ACT Public Service. 
���b�1�_�-�;�t���b�v���_�b�]�_�t�‹���l�o�|�b�ˆ�-�|�;�7���|�o���;�m�]�-�]�;��
�‹�o�†�m�]���-�7�†�t�|�v���0�;�|�‰�;�;�m���|�_�;���-�]�;�v���o�=��
�•�v�K�’�”���b�m�|�o�����;�Š�|���;�m�����-�|�†�u�;�����u�o�]�u�-�l��
and VNPA. 

���=���‹�o�†���o�u���v�o�l�;�o�m�;���‹�o�†���h�m�o�‰���‰�o�†�t�7��
be interested in joining an activity, or 
volunteering on the Advisory Group, 
�r�t�;�-�v�;���;�l�-�b�t�����b�1�_�-�;�t�:��

�Ç Andrew Keast

 �Ç Bob with a VNPA group in  
Nadgee Nature Reserve, NSW, 1992

�Å���"�-�1�u�;�7�����b�m�]�=�b�v�_�;�u�:��BOB SEMMENS

 �Ç Consuelo Quevedo  �Ç�����b�1�_�-�;�t�����o�o

�È�����o�0���b�m�����u�o�-�f�b�m�]�o�t�o�m�]�����-�|�b�o�m�-�t�����-�u�h�:��LEONIE DAWS

We're on the lookout for We're on the lookout for 
new volunteers join the new volunteers join the 
NGN Advisory Group.NGN Advisory Group.

Anyone interested can Anyone interested can 
contact Michael Loocontact Michael Loo

michaelloo@ michaelloo@ 
vnpa.org.auvnpa.org.au

OURpeopleOURpeople
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A �|���o�†�u���u�;�1�;�m�|�����������‰�;���_�o�m�o�†�u�;�7��
two extraordinary people who 

�_�-�ˆ�;���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7�a�o�†�|�v�|�-�m�7�b�m�]���v�;�u�ˆ�b�1�;�v��
�|�o���(���������o�ˆ�;�u���-���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|���r�;�u�b�o�7���o�=��
time. Sadly, one was posthumously, to 
�|�_�;���t�-�|�;�����b�1�_�-�;�t���
�;�t�t�;�u���‰�_�o���7�b�;�7���o�m���‘�‘��
January 2024. You can read our tribute 
�|�o�����b�1�_�-�;�t���b�m��Park Watch �r�‘�–�”�7�����-�u�1�_��
2024. 

�$�_�;���o�|�_�;�u���‰�-�v���|�o�����b�1�_�-�;�t�=�v���‰�b�=�;�7��
Evelyn Feller, and was presented 
�0�‹���=�o�u�l�;�u�����u�;�v�b�7�;�m�|���-�m�7���t�o�m�]�J�|�;�u�l��
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�u�7�����u�†�1�;�����1���u�;�]�o�u���=�o�u��
Evelyn’s exceptional service to VNPA. 

Evelyn has been engaging people 
�‰�b�|�_���m�-�|�†�u�;���|�_�u�o�†�]�_���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
leadership, research and education 
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���-�m�7���o�m���(���������1�o�l�l�b�|�|�;�;�v���=�o�u��
�o�ˆ�;�u���-���7�;�1�-�7�;�:�a��

���ˆ�;�t�‹�m���_�-�v���t�o�m�]���0�;�;�m���-���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
�t�;�-�7�;�u���=�o�u���(�������:�����m���‘�•�•�’���v�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���t�;�7��
�-���‰�-�t�h�7���=�u�o�l���	�o�m�m�;�t�t�‹���)�;�b�u���|�o�����|���"�|��
Leonard, and has since led a diversity 
�o�=���;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]���‰�-�t�h�v���=�o�u���l�;�l�0�;�u�v���-�m�7��
supporters. This included leading 
�-���|�‰�o�J�‰�;�;�h���_�b�h�b�m�]���|�u�b�r���b�m�����-�m�-�7�-��
�‰�b�|�_���_�†�v�0�-�m�7�����b�1�_�-�;�t�:�����m�;���o�=���_�;�u��
�=�-�ˆ�o�†�u�b�|�;���r�t�-�1�;�v���=�o�u���t�;�-�7�b�m�]���‰�-�t�h�v���b�v��
the Cathedral Ranges. 

���ˆ�;�t�‹�m���u�;�1�;�m�|�t�‹���r�t�-�‹�;�7���-���v�b�]�m�b�=�b�1�-�m�|��
�u�o�t�;���b�m���|�_�;���u�;�=�u�;�v�_���o�=���|�_�;�����†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
Program through providing valuable 
�=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h�7���;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]���‰�b�|�_���-�m�7���v�;�;�h�b�m�]��
�=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h���=�u�o�l���r�u�;�ˆ�b�o�†�v���0�†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
�t�;�-�7�;�u�v�7���v�|�;�r�r�b�m�]���†�r���-�m�7���t�;�-�7�b�m�]���‰�-�t�h�v��
and demonstrating that there is strong 
�v�†�r�r�o�u�|���=�o�u���|�_�;���r�u�o�]�u�-�l�:�a��

Evelyn has provided her extensive 
�o�†�|�7�o�o�u���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���|�;�-�1�_�b�m�]���v�h�b�t�t�v��
to VNPA as a volunteer researcher, 
contributing to committees in 
�7�b�v�1�†�v�v�b�o�m�v���o�m���h�;�‹���b�v�v�†�;�v�7���-�m�7���b�m��
�r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�b�m�]���=�;�;�7�0�-�1�h���o�m���u�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�v���o�=��
�|�_�;�����-�|�†�u�;�)�-�|�1�_���-�m�7���!�;�;�=�)�-�|�1�_��
programs. She was pivotal in 
�‰�u�b�|�b�m�]���-�u�|�b�1�t�;�v���o�m���o�†�u���‘�•�•�’�a���-�|�†�u�;��
���o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���!�;�ˆ�b�;�‰�a�v�o���|�_�-�|���u�;�-�7�;�u�v��
�o�=�aPark Watch�a�‰�;�u�;���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�7���‰�b�|�_���1�t�;�-�u��
�v�†�l�l�-�u�b�;�v���o�=���|�_�-�|���l�-�v�v�b�ˆ�;���u�;�r�o�u�|�:�a��

Evelyn has also collaborated to 
run education activities including 
�-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���=�o�u���_�b�]�_���v�1�_�o�o�t���v�|�†�7�;�m�|�v���-�|��
Yarra Bend, Wild Families at Toolangi, 
�|�o�o�h���-���t�;�-�7�;�u�v�_�b�r���u�o�t�;���-�|���t�-�u�]�;���(��������
events including welcome to VNPA 
picnics, participated in countless 

NatureWatch citizen science activities, 
and contributed to Shine a Light at 
�)�b�t�v�o�m�=�v�����u�o�l���b�m���‘�•�•�’�7���‰�_�b�1�_���b�v���o�m�;���o�=��
�_�;�u���(���������_�b�]�_�t�b�]�_�|�v�:�a��

Evelyn has done the hard yards by 
contributing to VNPA committee 
governance. In 2011, she brought 
�_�;�u���v�h�b�t�t�v���b�m���o�†�|�7�o�o�u���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7��
�|�;�-�1�_�b�m�]���|�o���|�_�;�����-�u�h�;�|�b�m�]���-�m�7��
Community Engagement, Education 
and Events Committee where she 
was an active contributor until 2022. 
���m���‘�•�‘�‘�7���v�_�;���f�o�b�m�;�7���|�_�;�����†�v�_�‰�-�t�h�b�m�]��
Program subcommittee where she is 
an ongoing contributor. 

�
�o�u���‹�o�†�u���v�;�t�=�t�;�v�v���7�;�7�b�1�-�|�b�o�m���|�o���(��������
and to protecting nature in Victoria we 
honour Evelyn Feller.  

Jane Crouch, Fundraising Manager

���o�m�o�u�-�u�‹���t�b�=�;���l�;�l�0�;�u�v�_�b�r�v���=�o�u�����ˆ�;�t�‹�m���-�m�7��
���b�1�_�-�;�t���
�;�t�t�;�u��

Quiz answers �=�u�o�l���r�:���“

1. b)�����1�o�t�o�]�b�v�|�v���=�o�†�m�7���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m�����u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7��
Earless Dragons in a small grassland 
�u�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���b�m�����;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���b�m���‘�•�‘�’�:��

2. �$�u�†�;�:�����=�|�;�u���|�_�;�b�u���;�]�]�v���_�-�|�1�_�7�����o�t�7�;�m���"�†�m��
���o�|�_���1�-�|�;�u�r�b�t�t�-�u�v���|�†�m�m�;�t���†�m�7�;�u�]�u�o�†�m�7��
and spend and spend up to three years 
�=�;�;�7�b�m�]���o�m���]�u�-�v�v���u�o�o�|�v�:�����m�1�;���|�_�;�‹���|�†�u�m��
into moths they can’t eat so they only live 
�-���=�;�‰���7�-�‹�v���-�0�o�ˆ�;���]�u�o�†�m�7�:��

3. a) Striped Legless Lizards are endangered 
grassland specialists with unique scales 
�o�m���|�_�;���0�-�1�h���o�=���|�_�;�b�u���_�;�-�7���t�b�h�;���v�1�-�t�;�‹��
�=�b�m�]�;�u�r�u�b�m�|�v�:�����†�|���|�_�;�‹���1�-�m���o�m�t�‹���]�u�o�‰���†�r���|�o��
30 cm long. 

4. d)���"�r�b�m�‹���!�b�1�;�J�=�t�o�‰�;�u�v���-�u�;���1�u�b�|�b�1�-�t�t�‹��
�;�m�7�-�m�]�;�u�;�7���-�m�7���1�-�m���o�m�t�‹���0�;���=�o�†�m�7���b�m��
grasslands across Victoria. 

5. �$�u�†�;�:��The last 30 remnant Sunshine 
Diuris are wedged between 
railway lines in Sunshine. But 
�|�_�;�v�;���0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���r�†�u�r�t�;���o�u�1�_�b�7�v��
�-�u�;���l�-�h�b�m�]���-���1�o�l�;�0�-�1�h�7���0�;�b�m�]��
bred in captivity and slowly 
�u�;�b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���|�o���|�_�;�b�u���=�o�u�l�;�u��
homes. 

6. a) Introduced Red Foxes 
are thought to be the 
�r�u�b�l�-�u�‹���1�-�†�v�;���o�=���|�_�;���-�t�l�o�v�|��
�;�Š�|�b�m�1�|�b�o�m���o�=�����-�v�|�;�u�m�����-�u�u�;�7��
Bandicoots in Victoria. But 
habitat destruction, predation 
�0�‹���=�;�u�-�t���1�-�|�v���-�m�7���|�o�Š�o�r�t�-�v�l�o�v�b�v��
�b�m�=�;�1�|�b�o�m���P�v�r�u�;�-�7���0�‹���=�;�u�-�t���1�-�|�v�Q���-�u�;��
other threats that compounded 
to almost wipe out these small 
marsupials. 

7. �1�Q Kangaroo, Wallaby and Love Grass 
�1�-�m���-�t�t���0�;���=�o�†�m�7���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m���]�u�-�v�v�t�-�m�7�v�:��
�)�o�l�0�-�|�����u�-�v�v�7���†�m�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;�t�‹�7���7�o�;�v��
�m�o�|���;�Š�b�v�|�:�����†�|���b�=���b�|���7�b�7���b�|���‰�o�†�t�7���v�†�u�;�t�‹���0�;��
robust, square and cute!

�v�:�� ���=���‹�o�†���v�-�b�7���=�o�o�7 you’d be right. But moths, 
�o�m�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���t�;�;�h�v���-�u�;���-�t�t���-�t�v�o���|�‹�r�;�v���o�=��
�o�u�1�_�b�7�v���|�_�-�|���1�-�m���0�;���=�o�†�m�7���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�m��
grasslands. 

9. d) ���t�t���o�=���|�_�;���-�0�o�ˆ�;�:���
�;�l�-�t�;�����t�-�b�m�v��
Wanderers are more vibrant than males, 
�|�_�;�‹���7�u�b�m�h���7�;�‰���7�u�o�r�v���=�o�u���u�;�=�u�;�v�_�l�;�m�|��
and they’re the only bird in their ancient 
�=�-�l�b�t�‹��Pedionomidae. They’re also 
inherently special, just because they exist. 

10. ���=�l���-���
�-�|�J�$�-�b�t�;�7���	�†�m�m�-�u�|�4 These tiny yet 
�=�;�u�o�1�b�o�†�v���l�-�u�v�†�r�b�-�t�v���-�u�;���ˆ�†�t�m�;�u�-�0�t�;���|�o��
extinction in Victoria. 

Fabulous Frogs, by Katrina Germein

Illustrated by Suzanne Houghton 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�“�7���’�‘�r�r�7�����"������
�–�•�v�•�“�v�u�’�•�•�v�•�”

In the pandemic days, an Eastern 
Bango Frog (Limnodynastes dumerilii) 

moved into our drain. His pobbles 
�-�m�7���0�o�m�h�v���u�;�ˆ�;�u�0�;�u�-�|�;�7���|�_�u�o�†�]�_��
our pipes in gusts, an amphibious 
windchime. 

Billie was two-years-old at the time 
�-�m�7���|�_�;���l�-�]�b�1�-�t���0�;�b�m�]���l�-�h�b�m�]���l�†�v�b�1��
�b�m���o�†�u���r�t�†�l�0�b�m�]���0�;�1�-�l�;���-���v�o�†�u�1�;���o�=��
�‰�o�m�7�;�u�:���$�_�;���=�u�o�]���;�ˆ�;�m�|�†�-�t�t�‹���l�o�ˆ�;�7��
out, but only down the pipe into a 
nearby water garden, where he jams 
�;�-�1�_���m�b�]�_�|���‰�b�|�_���l�-�|�;�v�7���=�o�u���l�-�|�;�v�:

���b�t�t�;�7���-�v���-���]�1�;�t�;�0�u�-�|�b�o�m���o�=�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m��
�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�u�o�]�v�7���-�m�7���|�_�;�b�u���=�-�v�1�b�m�-�|�b�m�]��
�=�;�-�|�†�u�;�v���-�m�7���0�;�_�-�ˆ�b�o�†�u�v�]�7���|�_�;���|�;�Š�|��
�;�-�v�b�t�‹���=�†�=�b�t�v���b�|�v���0�u�b�;�=�:��

Katrina Germein has nailed the 
�1�o�m�|�;�m�|���=�o�u���|�_�;���|�-�u�]�;�|���-�]�;���]�u�o�†�r���=�b�ˆ�;��

�|�o���m�b�m�;�J�‹�;�-�u�J�o�t�7�v�:���$�_�;���r�t�-�‹�=�†�t���u�_�‹�l�b�m�]��
�=�o�u�l�-�|���;�t�;�ˆ�-�|�;�v���|�_�;���;�7�†�1�-�|�b�o�m�-�t��
�;�t�;�l�;�m�|�v�:���$�_�b�v���l�-�h�;�v���|�_�;���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m��
accessible while bubbling nicely along 
on the tongue. 

���b�t�t�b�;�]�v���=�-�ˆ�o�†�u�b�|�;���=�u�o�]�v���-�u�;���m�o�‰�����b�|�|�t�;��
Red Tree Frogs (Litoria rubella). These 
water-loving ribbits can change colour 
�b�m���u�;�v�r�o�m�v�;���|�o���t�b�]�_�|�:�����m���-���v�b�7�;���m�o�|�;�7��
a good place to bump into one is in 
�1�-�u�-�ˆ�-�m���r�-�u�h���v�_�o�‰�;�u���0�t�o�1�h�v���b�m���|�_�;��
�o�†�|�0�-�1�h���o�u���|�_�;���|�u�o�r�b�1�v�:��

Suzanne Houghton's spectrum 
�o�=���b�t�t�†�v�|�u�-�|�b�o�m�7���=�u�o�l���t�b�=�;���1�‹�1�t�;�v���|�o��
�1�-�l�o�†�=�t�-�]�;�7���-�u�;���t�o�ˆ�;�t�‹���-�m�7���;�m�]�-�]�b�m�]�:��
�$�_�;�u�;�]�v���-���]�†�b�7�;���=�o�u���1�u�;�-�|�b�m�]���-���=�u�o�]�J
�=�u�b�;�m�7�t�‹���]�-�u�7�;�m���-�m�7���]�t�o�v�v�-�u�‹�7���=�†�u�|�_�;�u��
deepening the learning journey. 

Fabulous Frogs hits all the right notes 
�K���1�u�;�-�|�b�ˆ�b�|�‹�7���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���]�u�;�-�|��
communication!  

Jessie Borrelle, Digital Engagement & 
Communications Manager, and Billie 
�N�-�]�;���s�Ø�O

�
�b�m�7�b�m�]���=�u�o�]�v���=�-�v�1�b�m�-�|�b�m�]

Living with Wildlife: A Guide for Our 
Homes and Backyards, Tanya Loos 

���"���!�������†�0�t�b�v�_�b�m�]�7���‘�•�‘�“�7���•�–�•�r�r�7�� 
���"�������–�•�v�•�“�v�u�’�•�u�–�“�u

P�o�v�v�†�l�v���b�m���|�_�;���u�o�o�=�7���-�m�����1�_�b�7�m�-���b�m��
the garden, or perhaps a python in 

�|�_�;���r�-�m�|�u�‹�5��Living with Wildlife: A Guide 
for Our Homes and Backyards explores 
�1�o�l�l�o�m�t�‹���-�v�h�;�7���t�†�;�v�|�b�o�m�v���-�m�7���b�v�v�†�;�v��
�-�0�o�†�|���;�m�1�o�†�m�|�;�u�v���‰�b�|�_���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:���$�-�h�b�m�]��
�-���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�J�=�u�b�;�m�7�t�‹���-�r�r�u�o�-�1�_�7���$�-�m�‹�-��
���o�o�v���r�u�o�ˆ�b�7�;�v���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�-�t���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m�7��
advice and solutions, based on 
�1�†�u�u�;�m�|���]�†�b�7�-�m�1�;���=�u�o�l���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���u�;�v�1�†�;��
organisations and the latest research.

Tanya is an ecologist, educator, and 
science communicator living in central 
Victoria who is passionate about 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:

Living with Wildlife���=�;�-�|�†�u�;�v���_�;�t�r�=�†�t��
�-�7�ˆ�b�1�;���o�m���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���u�;�v�1�†�;�7���-�v���‰�;�t�t��
�-�v���1�o�l�l�o�m���b�v�v�†�;�v���v�†�1�_���-�v���=�;�;�7�b�m�]��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���r�;�|�v���-�m�7���7�u�b�ˆ�b�m�]�:�����v��
urbanisation and climate change 
�;�=�=�;�1�|�v���b�m�|�;�m�v�b�=�‹�7�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;��

need our help now more than 
�;�ˆ�;�u�7���l�-�h�b�m�]���|�_�b�v���-���|�b�l�;�t�‹���]�†�b�7�;���=�o�u��
�v�†�1�1�;�v�v�=�†�t�t�‹���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���-�t�o�m�]�v�b�7�;���o�†�u���‰�b�t�7��
neighbours.

�$�_�;���=�b�u�v�|���r�-�u�|���1�o�ˆ�;�u�v���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�u�o�†�m�7��
�‹�o�†�u���_�o�†�v�;�9���0�-�|�v���b�m���|�_�;���u�o�o�=�7���0�b�u�7�v��
hitting windows, and how to remove 
rats and mice without harming other 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:�����;�Š�|���†�r���b�v���_�o�‰���|�o���7�;�-�t���‰�b�|�_��
�;�m�1�o�†�m�|�;�u�v���b�m���‹�o�†�u���0�-�1�h�‹�-�u�7�7���=�u�o�l��
�t�b�|�|�t�;���t�b�Œ�-�u�7�v���|�o���ˆ�;�m�o�l�o�†�v���v�m�-�h�;�v���|�o��
bandicoots digging your lawn. And 
�_�o�‰���|�o���r�u�o�|�;�1�|���‹�o�†�u���1�_�o�o�h�v���=�u�o�l��
predators.

�$�_�;���=�b�m�-�t���v�;�1�|�b�o�m���1�o�m�|�-�b�m�v���r�u�-�1�|�b�1�-�t��
advice and tips on helping injured 
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���_�o�‰���|�o���0�;���-���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�J�=�u�b�;�m�7�t�‹��
�7�u�b�ˆ�;�u���o�m���o�†�u���u�o�-�7�v�7���-�m�7���-�v�h�v���b�=���b�|���o�h�-�‹��
�|�o���=�;�;�7���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���P�_�b�m�|�9���m�o�4�Q�:

�)�b�|�_���r�t�;�m�|�‹���o�=���0�;�-�†�|�b�=�†�t���r�_�o�|�o�v���-�m�7��
a clear layout, Living with Wildlife 
�b�v���-���1�o�l�r�-�1�|���0�†�|���r�o�‰�;�u�=�†�t���|�o�o�t���|�o��
�|�;�-�1�_���r�;�o�r�t�;���o�=���-�t�t���-�]�;�v���_�o�‰���|�o���1�-�u�;��
�=�o�u���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�7���-�m�7���b�m�|�;�u�-�1�|���v�-�=�;�t�‹���-�m�7��
positively with those animals we are 

�=�o�u�|�†�m�-�|�;���|�o���_�-�ˆ�;���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���m�;�-�u�0�‹�:���)�b�|�_��
�l�†�1�_���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���b�v���†�m�7�;�u���|�_�u�;�-�|�7���t�b�ˆ�b�m�]���b�m��
harmony with them is vital.

�$�_�;���0�o�o�h���o�=�=�;�u�v���v�b�l�r�t�;���v�|�;�r�v��
�-�m�7���v�o�t�†�|�b�o�m�v���|�o���;�m�v�†�u�;���r�;�-�1�;�=�†�t��
�1�o�;�Š�b�v�|�;�m�1�;���‰�b�|�_�����†�v�|�u�-�t�b�-�m���‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;�:��
���m�7���b�|�=�v���b�m�=�o�u�l�-�|�b�o�m���‹�o�†���1�-�m���|�u�†�v�|�7���-�v��
�b�|���_�-�v���-�t�t���0�;�;�m���1�_�;�1�h�;�7���0�‹���;�Š�r�;�u�|�v���b�m��
�‰�b�t�7�t�b�=�;���-�m�7���;�1�o�t�o�]�‹�4��

�����0�-�1�h�‹�-�u�7�����u�b�|�|�-�m�b�1�-

�Ç���	�-�ˆ�b�7�����†�]�;�m�|���-�m�7�����u�†�1�;�����1���u�;�]�o�u���r�u�;�v�;�m�|�����ˆ�;�t�‹�m���
�;�t�t�;�u���‰�b�|�_���-���=�u�-�l�;�7���r�_�o�|�o�]�u�-�r�_���o�=���-�����u�b�l�v�o�m���!�o�v�;�t�t�-�7��
�o�m�;���o�=�����b�1�_�-�;�t���
�;�t�t�;�u�]�v���=�-�ˆ�o�†�u�b�|�;���0�b�u�7�v�7���-�|���|�_�;���‘�•�‘�“���(���������������:��PAUL CLIFTON

�Ç���"�r�b�m�‹���!�b�1�;�J�=�t�o�‰�;�u�:��JESS RACKLYEFT
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Wild Families
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Download 
all our Wild 
Families  
activity sheets
vnpa.org.au/
wild-families
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� $ � � � � � " � � � _ � � � $ � ! � � � � � � � " � � � 
 � � � ! � � � � � � � $ � $ � � � � � � � � � � � � � $ � � � � � � � � � $ � & � ! � �

� 
 � � � ! � � � � � * � � � � � � � ! � � � ! � " � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � "

�����������������
���!�������!���
�!���"���������������$�&�!���������$���(���$�+���$�����������$���$�������������$�5�������!���=�"���"�����������!���������"�����!��������
�"�����$�"���������!�������������&�!�������+���&���������������$���$�������+�����&�����������$�!�����"�����!�$���„���������(�����$�����������!�����$�����������4��

  
Ricketts 

Point 
Marine 

Sanctuary, 
Beaumaris  

Featuring sea caves and 
�o�=�=�v�_�o�u�;���u�;�;�=�v�7���!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v��

���o�b�m�|�����-�u�b�m�;���"�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���_�-�v��
�v�o�l�;���7�b�ˆ�;�u�v�;���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u���t�-�m�7�v�1�-�r�;�v�:���!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v�����o�b�m�|��

�b�v���-�t�v�o���-���]�u�;�-�|���v�r�o�|���=�o�u���-���u�o�1�h���r�o�o�t���u�-�l�0�t�;���b�=���‹�o�†�=�7��
�u�-�|�_�;�u���o�m�t�‹���-�7�ˆ�;�m�|�†�u�;���-�m�h�t�;���7�;�;�r�:���)�_�;�|�_�;�u���‹�o�†�=�u�;��

�v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]���o�u���u�o�1�h���r�o�o�t�b�m�]�7���b�|�=�v���-���]�u�;�-�|���v�r�o�|���|�o���v�;�-�u�1�_��
�=�o�u���v�;�-���v�t�†�]�v�:��

Getting there:  �&�v�b�m�]���|�_�;���"�-�m�7�u�b�m�]�_�-�l�����b�m�;���=�u�o�l���
�t�b�m�7�;�u�v���"�|�7���f�†�l�r��
�o�=�=���-�|���"�-�m�7�u�b�m�]�_�-�l�:���
�u�o�l���_�;�u�;�7���]�;�|���o�m���|�_�;���"�o�†�|�_�t�-�m�7���"�����u�•�•�����†�v��

�|�o���!�;�v�;�u�ˆ�;���!�7�F���o�t�7�b�m�]���"�|�����;�-�†�l�-�u�b�v�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;�u�;���b�|�=�v���-�m���v�•�•�l��
�‰�-�t�h���|�o���|�_�;���"�†�u�=�����b�=�;���"�-�ˆ�b�m�]�����t�†�0���‰�_�b�1�_���_�-�v���]�u�;�-�|���v�m�o�u�h�;�t�t�b�m�]���m�;�-�u��

the point. 
Frankston Pier 

���b�;�u�v���o�=�|�;�m���l�-�h�;���]�u�;�-�|���r�t�-�1�;�v���|�o���v�m�o�u�h�;�t���-�m�7��
�
�u�-�m�h�v�|�o�m�����b�;�u���b�v���m�o���;�Š�1�;�r�|�b�o�m�:���&�m�7�;�u���|�_�;���r�b�;�u��

�‹�o�†�=�t�t���=�b�m�7���v�1�_�o�o�t�v���o�=���=�b�v�_���-�m�7���b�=���‹�o�†���t�o�o�h���ˆ�;�u�‹��
closely you might even spot a tiny seahorse. 
Getting there:  ���†�l�r���o�m���-���|�u�-�b�m���|�o���
�u�-�m�h�v�|�o�m���v�|�-�|�b�o�m��
�-�m�7���|�_�;�m���‰�-�t�h���•�:�“���h�l���|�o���|�_�;���r�b�;�u�:�������u���;�Š�b�|���|�_�;���|�u�-�b�m��
�-���|�-�7���;�-�u�t�b�;�u���-�|���"�;�-�=�o�u�7���"�|�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���1�-�|�1�_���|�_�;���•�v�•��
�
�u�-�m�h�v�|�o�m���0�†�v���|�o�����;�r�;�-�m�����‰�‹�F���t�-�‹�m�;���"�|���=�o�u���-��
�v�_�o�u�|�;�u���v�•�•�l���‰�-�t�h�:��

Green Point, Brighton 
�$�-�h�;���|�_�;���v�_�o�u�|���|�u�b�r���=�u�o�l��

���;�t�0�o�†�u�m�;���|�o�����u�b�]�_�|�o�m�����;�-�1�_���=�o�u���-�m���;�-�v�‹��
�v�m�o�u�h�;�t���-�t�o�m�]���-���t�o�ˆ�;�t�‹���u�;�;�=�:�����|�=�v���-���]�u�;�-�|���v�r�o�|���|�o��

�v�;�-�u�1�_���=�o�u���t�;�-�|�_�;�u�f�-�1�h�;�|�v�7���1�o�‰�=�b�v�_���-�m�7���1�u�-�0�v�:��
Getting there:  Jump on the Sandringham train line 

�-�m�7���_�o�r���o�=�=���-�|�����u�b�]�_�|�o�m�����;�-�1�_���|�u�-�b�m���v�|�-�|�b�o�m�:���
�u�o�l���|�_�;�u�;���b�|�=�v���o�m�t�‹��
�-���”�•�•�l���‰�-�t�h���|�o���|�_�;���m�o�u�|�_�;�u�m���;�m�7���o�=�����u�b�]�_�|�o�m�����;�-�1�_���‰�_�;�u�;���‹�o�†��
�1�-�m���7�b�ˆ�;���b�m���-�m�7���v�‰�b�l���m�o�u�|�_���|�o���;�Š�r�t�o�u�;���|�_�;���u�;�;�=�:��

Jawbone Marine Sanctuary, 
Williamstown 

�$�_�;�����-�‰�0�o�m�;�����-�u�b�m�;���"�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���†�m�b�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�m�-�t�t�‹��
�r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���=�o�u���o�ˆ�;�u���•�•�•���‹�;�-�u�v���|�_�-�m�h�v���|�o���|�_�;�����;�u�u�b�|�|���!�b�=�t�;��

�!�-�m�]�;�:�����|�=�v���m�o�‰���b�m�|�;�m�|�b�o�m�-�t�t�‹���r�u�o�|�;�1�|�;�7���-�v���r�-�u�|���o�=���-���v�‹�v�|�;�l��
�o�=���l�-�u�b�m�;���r�-�u�h�v���-�m�7���v�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�b�;�v���|�_�-�|���1�o�ˆ�;�u���”�:�’���r�;�u���1�;�m�|���o�=��

�(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�=�v���1�o�-�v�|�t�b�m�;�:���$�_�;���v�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���=�;�-�|�†�u�;�v���)�_�b�|�;�����-�m�]�u�o�ˆ�;�v�7���v�;�-��
�]�u�-�v�v�;�v�7���†�m�7�;�u�‰�-�|�;�u���0�o�†�t�7�;�u�v���-�m�7���h�;�t�r���=�o�u�;�v�|�v�:���+�o�†���l�b�]�_�|��

�;�ˆ�;�m���v�r�o�|���v�o�l�;�����b�r�;�=�b�v�_���-�l�o�m�]���|�_�;���v�;�-�]�u�-�v�v�:��
Getting there:  Head to North Williamstown Train Station 
�|�_�;�m���1�-�|�1�_���|�_�;���“�•�”���0�†�v���|�o�����-�ˆ�;�u�|�o�m�:�����†�l�r���o�=�=���-�|�����;�u�u�;�|�|��
�	�u�F���o�u�o�u�o�b�|�����u�;�;�h���!�7���-�m�7���‰�-�t�h���v�•�•���l���|�o�����-�‰�0�o�m�;��
Flora and Fauna Reserve, the gateway to the sanctuary.  
���t�|�;�u�m�-�|�b�ˆ�;�t�‹�7���b�=���‹�o�†�=�u�;���†�r���=�o�u���-���t�o�m�]�;�u���‰�-�t�h���‹�o�†���1�-�m��
�_�o�r���o�=�=���-�|���)�b�t�t�b�-�l�v�|�o�‰�m�����;�-�1�_���v�|�-�|�b�o�m���-�m�7���u�;�-�1�_���|�_�;��
�v�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹���b�m���•�:�u���h�l�:��
Close-by Crystals Steps is another great and easy place 
�|�o���v�m�o�u�h�;�t���b�m���)�b�t�t�b�-�l�v�|�o�‰�m�:���+�o�†���1�o�†�t�7���v�|�o�r���|�_�;�u�;���o�m���‹�o�†�u��
�‰�-�‹���0�-�1�h���|�o���)�b�t�t�b�-�l�v�|�o�‰�m�����;�-�1�_���|�u�-�b�m���v�|�-�|�b�o�m���=�o�u���v�m�o�u�h�;�t��

number two!

ILLUSTRATION © TRACE BALLA
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�È�����t�o�0�;���
�b�v�_�7���
�u�-�m�h�v�|�o�m�����b�;�u����
KADE MILLS

�Å�����‹�v�|�;�u�v���-�|�����u�;�;�m�����o�b�m�|

�Å���
�b�7�7�t�;�u���!�-�‹�7�����-�‰�0�o�m�;�����-�u�b�m�;���"�-�m�1�|�†�-�u�‹�:��ANDREW CHRISTIE

�!�b�1�h�;�|�|�v�����o�b�m�|���Ç 
ALLI HORTON

Waterway 
spotto 

VISIT A 
WATERWAY 
AND 
���������&�!��������
THE THINGS 
�+���&���"���������!��
HEAR THERE

W aterways 
are an 

�b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���r�-�u�|���o�=��
�o�†�u���‰�;�0���o�=���t�b�=�;�:��
They're home to 
�l�-�m�‹���0�b�u�7�v�7���=�b�v�_�7��
�=�u�o�]�v�7���b�m�v�;�1�|�v���-�m�7��
mammals.

Waterways collect 
rain, clean water 
and carry it to the 
ocean.

�!�b�ˆ�;�u�v�7���1�u�;�;�h�v�7��
�t�-�h�;�v���-�m�7��
wetlands are 
�-�t�t���|�‹�r�;�v���o�=��
waterways.

What am I?
I have a mouth but never 
�v�r�;�-�h�:

I have a bed but never 
sleep. 

I run smoother than any 
rhyme. 

�����t�o�ˆ�;���|�o���=�-�t�t���0�†�|���1�-�m�m�o�|��
climb.

�)�_�-�|���-�l�����5

WILDfamilies ���*�������!���!�]�" corner
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�ó  How 
�=�-�v�|���b�v���|�_�;��

�‰�-�|�;�u���=�t�o�‰�b�m�]�5

�  Where has the water 
�1�o�l�;���=�u�o�l���-�m�7���‰�_�;�u�;���b�v��

�b�|���]�o�b�m�]�5���P���o�o�h���-�|���-���l�-�r���|�o��
�=�b�m�7���o�†�|�Q

�7  What sounds can 
�‹�o�†���_�;�-�u�5

�}  
�$�_�b�m�h�b�m�]��

about recent 
�-�m�7���=�o�u�;�1�-�v�|��

�‰�;�-�|�_�;�u�7���7�o���‹�o�†���|�_�b�m�h��
the water level will be 
the same, higher or 

�t�o�‰�;�u���b�m���-���=�;�‰��
�7�-�‹�v�5 �¡  

Is the 
water clear 

�o�u���l�†�u�h�‹�5���)�_�‹��
might that 

�0�;�5��

Ex

plo
re y

our waterways



����������������������������������� �
As a Parks Protector monthly donor, you’re at the 
heart of our work safeguarding parks, wildlife and 
nature across Victoria. 

Your regular support means we can keep nature 
�r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�o�m���o�m���|�_�;���-�]�;�m�7�-�:��

To join the Parks Protector 
community, please visit  
vnpa.org.au/support/parks-
protector or call us on 03 
9341 6500. 

IMAGE: SANDY SCHELTEMA

Parks Protector

�)�_�;�m�������f�o�b�m�;�7���(���������b�m���|�_�;���•�–�v�•�v�7�������h�m�;�‰���ˆ�;�u�‹���t�b�|�|�t�;��
�-�0�o�†�|���b�|�v���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|���u�o�t�;���b�m���|�_�;���1�o�m�v�;�u�ˆ�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���|�_�;���m�-�|�†�u�-�t��
�;�m�ˆ�b�u�o�m�l�;�m�|���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:���������t�†�b�1�h�t�‹���t�;�-�u�m�|���f�†�v�|���_�o�‰���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;��
the organisation is.  

In the years since I have supported VNPA in a number 
�o�=���‰�-�‹�v�7���-�v���-���‰�-�t�h�v���-�m�7���-�1�|�b�ˆ�b�|�b�;�v���t�;�-�7�;�u�7���o�m���v�;�ˆ�;�u�-�t��
committees, including Council, and during the 1990s as a 
�ˆ�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u���;�7�b�|�o�u���o�=���|�_�;���l�o�m�|�_�t�‹���m�;�‰�v�t�;�|�|�;�u�:

�(���������b�v���-���|�;�m�-�1�b�o�†�v���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m�:���$�_�;���|�-�t�;�m�|�;�7���v�|�-�=�=��
�u�†�m���l�-�m�‹���;�=�=�;�1�|�b�ˆ�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�v���|�_�-�|���_�-�ˆ�;���u�;�v�†�t�|�;�7�7���b�m���|�_�;��
�1�u�;�-�|�b�o�m���o�=���m�;�‰���m�-�|�b�o�m�-�t���r�-�u�h�v���o�m���t�-�m�7���-�m�7���-�|���v�;�-�7���v�;�;�m���|�_�;��
�u�;�l�o�ˆ�-�t���o�=���1�-�|�|�t�;���=�u�o�l���|�_�;���_�b�]�_���1�o�†�m�|�u�‹�7���-�m�7���l�-�m�‹���o�|�_�;�u��
achievements.  

���v���-���|�u�-�b�m�;�7���=�o�u�;�v�|�;�u�7�������_�-�ˆ�;���=�†�t�t�‹���v�†�r�r�o�u�|�;�7���(�������=�v��
campaign to end the environmentally destructive and 
�†�m�v�†�v�|�-�b�m�-�0�t�;���m�-�|�b�ˆ�;���=�o�u�;�v�|���t�o�]�]�b�m�]���b�m���(�b�1�|�o�u�b�-�:�����m�7���|�_�;���‰�o�u�h��
�|�_�-�|���(���������_�-�v���7�o�m�;���o�m���=�b�u�;���l�-�m�-�]�;�l�;�m�|���_�-�v���0�;�;�m���b�m�v�b�]�_�|�=�†�t��
�-�m�7���r�u�o�=�;�v�v�b�o�m�-�t�:

Supporting VNPA with monthly donations
I am proud to support VNPA with monthly donations and 
ad-hoc donations, and as a volunteer on committees or as a 
�‰�-�t�h�v���t�;�-�7�;�u���0�;�1�-�†�v�;���o�=���|�_�;���]�u�;�-�|���‰�o�u�h���|�_�-�|���|�_�;���o�u�]�-�m�b�v�-�|�b�o�m��
does.  

�(�o�t�†�m�|�;�;�u�b�m�]���]�b�ˆ�;�v���l�;���|�_�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�‹���|�o���|�-�t�h���|�o���r�;�o�r�t�;��
about the natural environment and show them why the 
�‰�o�u�h���o�=���(���������b�v���v�o���b�l�r�o�u�|�-�m�|�:��

I would urge anyone with an interest in the natural 
environment to support VNPA. You may not be able to do 
�|�_�b�v���=�b�m�-�m�1�b�-�t�t�‹���0�†�|���|�_�;�u�;���-�u�;���o�r�r�o�u�|�†�m�b�|�b�;�v���|�o���1�o�m�|�u�b�0�†�|�;��
as a volunteer or to simply be the eyes and ears in 
the community alerting VNPA to threat to our natural 
environment.  

We can all help in some way. 

Euan 
Moore 


