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NEWSupdates

Slaughter of native waterbirds to continue

. PARKS AND NATURE native birds. An odd inclusion was a

) 17 recommendation to change the name

JORDAN CROOK, of State Game Reserves to ‘Outdoor
Recreation Reserves', a currently non-

« Greater recognition of Traditional
%om;uv= hmo%t;7]; o= _tTm]|br
land management.

These minor adjustments will still see

ot - & 1+ existent land tenure in Victoria. v_oo|bm] 01l1tu -1luovv otu v_u
2024 WILL GO DOWN It is unclear if an Outdoor Recreation wetlands and in the habitat of
(M + Reserve would see a reduction in Critically Endangered wildlife such
W ;tlol; o |_; -ul_ ‘e Snow Gum on the Australian Alps scientist, mentor, teacher, campaigner, ) ) $ " areas managed for conservation. It as Plains Wanderers and Southern
edition of Park Watch. )-th Ju-1h7 r;ul_;7 om |_; vadv@nturer, gentleman and nature- ACROSS VICTORIA is important to note that while state Brolgas.
‘e |;Ju;v voT|_J%;v] o= | to";u7 bl_-;t=v lom|ubOt|bom |o m-|tu;

With the end of native forest logging,
this is a year of opportunity for
nature conservation in Victoria. The
Government Advisory Panel has

a critical role in the future of our
native forests; how we protect and

"r;1tt-lbom: “;utoohbm] |_rofbdnatioh has been significant.
and Wonnangatta Valley, this age-old bl _ -;t %btt 0; v-7t< Ibvv;7:
Snow Gum provides one of the best

seats in the house. for nature conservation in Victoria.

Protecting Western Port Bay is The decisions and policies established
regenerate our forests, and how we another priority, and we welcome by the Government over the next
utilise our native forests for recreation. ;7;u-t m~buoml;m| bmbv]|;1271&months will define the future of
m r-ulbltt-u7 ofu ofm|-bmtb®;uv;h]v 7;1bvbom |o O0toolhbipdiversity in Victoria and what
ou;v|v7 "mo% 1| u;]bomyv progosedavind turbine assembly plant  we pass on to future generations.
Temperate Rainforests — all unique at the Port of Hastings. Clean energy With your support, VNPA will continue
to Victoria and all threatened — must is a fundamental component in limiting  to advocate for our unique natural
be protected, managed and, where greenhouse emissions, and should be  areas, and the plants and animals that
possible, restored. established in a manner that supports  call them home. %

articles on legacy trees and favourite We are deeply saddened by the death
trees. A favourite tree of mine is a o= u bl _-;t ;tt;u: lomvtll-|;

Park Watch Quiz: Legacy trees @
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);=u; mo% bm - “;uc blroul-m| r;ubo7 Goyernmentis pushing ahead with the

- u; 7 (Malaborhynchus membranaceuSpP DUNENS

b1lhJ;

u; game reserves and other reserves Data from 2022 shows just 0.42 per
espite a record number of public Pvtl_ -v v|u;-lvb7;7 ];oto]b:l_l;-m‘.{ 0= (b1_|ou_b-mv _r-u|-h; bm |

D submissions against it, the Allan geomorphological, bushland and bird shooting. Native bird shooting for

% bt7tb=; -m7 m-|tu-t =;-|7T veoveatipn has pbeen banned across

controversial blood sport to continue -tto% 7t1h -m7 tt-bt v_oo|beM[7om-|tufu-tb-9 ) bm e——e7

7t1h -m7 tt-bt v_oo|bm] -1ep@seyvation is their main objective bm e——" -m7 t;;mvt-m7 bm ‘ee”

Victoria. P% _bt; -tvo virroulbm] r-vwp™s mt10;uv o= 7t1hv hbtt;7 -m

The inquiry into Victoria's recreational ~ Ui 1u;-lbomQ: wounded will continue to be an animal

native bird hunting arrangements m |_;bu ‘= -mt-uc< |;7b- u;welfargispue thatis truly intolerable in

focussed on multiple issues. This government committed to a series of this day and age.

included the impacts of native <lollomJv;mv;= POTt| or-tt;WhatawagtedDpportunity by

bird shooting on ecological and « lruo"bm] _tm]|;uv] hmo % tthejAllag{Government to shift its
Indigenous cultural heritage sites, vhbtt %b|_ I-m7-]ou< |u-b FelaHepsbip with native wildlife to one
safety concerns by public land users, education. - that recognises their inherent beauty

the animal welfare implications of and integral role in a healthy web of

Voolbm] ubi1tb= o] o= [LSFLTGe vl neuing i

poor compliance and enforcement :vrb]; | _bv hmolh 0-1h7 =1 10
. . . . -hbm cutt;v: ' -

orju-fbomv 0« |_; -I; -m-],|,91lll_ Pl_iut that one day soon our elected leaders

Authority. * Banning the use of lead shot for will see wildlife not as moving targets,

quail hunting.

* Implementing the Waterfow!
Wounding Reduction Action Plan.

The recommendations of the inquiry
were broad and included an end
to the recreational shooting of

but as living examples of evolutionary
changes made in conjunction with the
v]-|;=v ;lovcv|;lv -m7 fom7b|bo
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NEWSupdates

Great expectations for the
Central Highlands forests

' Al VNPA EXECUTIVE
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PARK

h MATT RUCHEL,

or decades there has been a
community push for better
ruof|;l|bom o= |_;
forests of the Yarra Ranges and
viuuotm7v:

ofm|-bm

0% %o0;="; v;;m

discussions for around two years. It
was prematurely abandoned by the
timber industry, who preferred to fight
rather than innovate. An undeniably

1 _-tt;m]bm] |-vh7 vol; blro
was triggered, but it clearly revealed
the perilous state of the forest and

the forestry industry. It was, in part, a
precursor to the final announcement

of the end of native forestry in 2023.
Thg final nails in the forestry coffin
werée the successful court cases run by
cgmmur)ity,conservation groups and

0= m-|b"; =ou;v| to]lbm]7 bPpeFinpied fingpcigidosses.

get on with it.
m |_; e——°v7 ( u-m

With commercial native forest logging

1 -1 r fipglppended on 1 January 2024, the

=ou -m ;8r-m7:;7 m-|bom-t tim& hasgome to create the Great

the Central Highlands.* Originally

ruorov;7 -v |_; V_
but later changed to the Yarra Ranges
-lbom-t -uh7 |_; su7ees

%o-v t;]bvt-|;7 bm e—=-";:
many of the existing closed water
catchments but fell far short of what

ou;v| -|bom-t -uh -m7 ruo

-|bom-t impgrtant parts of eastern Victoria,

now free of logging.

b .I,:r,qﬁa Jist of assessments

So-called Immediate Protected Areas,
-mmotml;7 bm ‘ee—7 107;u;

%o-v uittbu;7: iroulv =uol |pans"af Tentral Highlands, but the

-m7 omv;u’"-|bom
— the body predating the Victorian
Environmental Assessment Council

P( Q K 1t;-utc -u|b1tt-|;7
reasons for this.

[The LCC are]...proposing a

considerable smaller park than that

suggested by conservation groups...

as it wishes to ensure that sufficient

timber resources is available to meet

the needs of the timber industry.

And it stayed that way for the next
three decades.

A concerted 2010 campaign by VNPA
and other conservation groups came
close to obtaining a commitment
from the incoming Andrews Labor
Government. Their 2014 environment
policy, the last comprehensive
environment election policy by any
major party in Victoria, announced a
ou;vl m7tv|uc« $-vh=oul;:
was:
...to reach common ground on the
future issues facing the industry,
job protection, economic activity,
protection of our unique native flora

otmlbt fhcedd established to formalise them

lagged.

In December 2023, the first part of an
volved and expanded process was

released: an interim report by VEAC,

Assessment of the values of state forests

in the Central Highlands$ _bv %.ouh 0

on the 2017 assessmentConservation

values of state forestsyhich was
lub]];u;7 O0c|_; ou;v] m7tv
$-vh=oul;: $_;v; -vv;vvl;m|v

under a relatively new power given

to VEAC, do not have the weight of

full-blown investigations, which require

a government response after tabling

in parliament. A full final assessment

is due 31 July 2024, and will include

other areas east of the Hume Highway.

This assessment will input into a newly
created process — the Eminent Person
Panel for Community Engagement—
1M 78BN %ob|_ - <;|J|0J0;J-
additional advisory panel:
...to consider and make
recommendations to Government on
the areas of our forests that qualify for
protection as National Parks, the areas

and fauna and threatened species, such of our forests that would be suitable

as the Leadbeater’'s possum.
$_; |-vh=oul;7 % _bl_ (
represented on, had intensive

for recreation opportunities... and

%o epportunities for management of public

land by Traditional Owners.
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Central Highlands is located north
and east of Melbourne and includes
the townships of Alexandra, Eildon,
Erica, Healesville, Marysville, Noojee,
Warburton, Yarra Junction and numerous

other towns, as well as the north-east fringe
of metropolitan Melbourne.

The Central Highlands forests have

© very high values as the source
of Melbourne’s water, and for

carbon storage, recreation and —
until recently — timber production. The ash
forests, in particular, are a significant source
of freshwater for Victoria, containing the
headwaters of many important rivers.

There are 616,970 ha of public
“ land of which 63 per cent is

state forest. National and state
parks make up 27 per cent, including the
Dandenong Ranges, Kinglake, Lake Eildon,
Baw Baw and Yarra Ranges national parks,
and the Bunyip, Cathedral Range, Moond
arra and Warrandyte state parks.

Central Highlands are the strong-
hold of the Mountain Ash forest,

the world’s tallest flowering plant,
with only a few small pockets re-

maining elsewhere in Victoria and Tasmania.

They are amongst those containing the high
est density of carbon in the world.

Almost 400 threatened plant and
animals have been recorded here,
including Leadbeater's Possum,
Sooty Owl, Baw Baw Frog and
Southern Greater Glider, as well as several
aquatic plants and animals found in the
forested waterways.

_1:} The forests face significant
threats from climate change,
77/, including heatwaves and floods,
higher temperatures, declines
in rainfall, and increased bushfire frequency
and severity. Population growth in nearby
Melbourne with inevitable increases in
visitation will also increase pressure.
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These randomly-created advisory and
eminent panels are a divergence from

-|_;7u-t '-m]; -m7 o0o0m?7-uuornature conservation reserves or
v|-|; r-uhv: $ ;< mo]; |_-| |_s07blbomv |o ;Sbv|bm] m-|bom-

full-blown expert and independent are few uses that would conflict should be on the table for these high
VEAC or LCC processes successful %b|_ - m-|bom-t r-uh 7;vb]eongbwvation value areas. It would
for over 50 years. Will they improve The inference is that it should be -tvo O0; blrou|-m]| |o tbmh |_; $o

outcomes or are they just a further

delaying tactic? m-|bom-t r-uh: VEAC did not provide detailed

The Labor Government's record on the  The area around the Upper Thompson ~ 0oftm7-ub;v ou u;lo]lmbv; o|_;u
=oul-t 1u;-[bom o= m-|[bom-dl{ulivibM |L;;m| POtt:; v_ -7 btywgsoineluding conservation reserves
slowest of any Victorian government | _; 1-rQ %o-v -tvo b7;m|b=b;7mY¥ u;Ibem-t r-uhv: !;]bom-t r-
in decades. Are they serious about high natural values, though there was o=|;m vil-tt;u -m7 % ;-h;u bm |;u
getting end results, or do they just an inference in the report that the tenure but do allow a wide variety of

%o-m| |0 ;Sru;vv bm|im|5 V fea HaB@Mpéting lands uses, such recreation uses and can be important
m-[bom-t r-uhv -u; mo| 1u;-45 fmirifg BA& hunting, and should as buffers, particularly around towns.

they are legislated(see p. 8). 0; lomvb7;u;7 7b==;u;m|t<: $1] bwiml=|ou;v| -|bom-t -uh -v
| _; robm| o= m-|bom-t r-uh\A¢enceppwas always proposed

straightforward to create a new ou;v| -m7 bm]t-h; -|bom-t -u

Now is the time or eliminate these types of threats to -V _-"bm] - m;|%ouh o= 7b==;u:
The most recent VEAC assessment natural values? limtuiv %b|_ - t-u]; m-[bom-tr
highlighted that there are clear gaps $%0 0| _;u -u;-v % ;v| o= | ;Its E%Z’tql?ln,g_w'th the appropriate

" T ggment, involvement and joint

in the reserve system to ensure
a comprehensive, adequate and

-lbom-t -uh Prturt; v_-7bf % <l "
idelntified as having lesser values and ml?agerﬁent of Traditional Owners.
representative reserve system. conflicting uses around Woods Point Decades of science prove the value of
VEAC also highlights that a large, Pou-m]; v_-7bm]Q: t; o |_t_0uouh -m7 _b]_ lolltTmb|cvtr
ruol;1];7 -u;- vt1_ -v - m-|bosh-used,uaiher than the fine comb - <_1|o we _reaIIy need an_othe_r panel?
is commensurate with outstanding VEAC usually uses, this area has been ~ With native forest logging finished,
m-|tu-t “-tt;v Prbmh om |_class€ amhaving lower values even now is clearly the time for a Great
% 01t7 tbmh |_; ;Sbv|bm] +-thaugh high vaiTe and vegetation ou;v| -|bom-t% -uh:

bm]t-h;7 -h; bt7om -m7 -Bmmuiities exist within these areas. *At the time targeting the LCC, as part of
m-|bom-t r-uhv %b|_ |_; tTmeli7=ou m;% l1omv;u”-|boml994Melbourne District Review 2.
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NEWSupdates
(bljoub-m m-|bom-t r-uhv 1u;-|bo magnptad £8.960 """

ensure the successful im

$ (! $ m;;7 |o %ub]|;

< v-=;]11-u7;7 bm m
mentation  or conservation reserves. The Labor
of the global target to protect or Government has been pursuing new
t;]bvt-|bom: $2028 gndhiswanticipated to continue for conserve at least 30 percent of the r-uhv -| - vm-bt=v r-1;
" 1'$ Ibl;7 |_ju;=v - to| o= mobv; te fextutwde years. %ooUt7=v t-m7 -m7 ol;-m q—o-pyorgﬂycareforou”emammg
LONG TO CREATE including multiple advisory committees  some timelines in the government 2030. =ou;v|v -m7 %o007t-m7v7 o
| ) and reports. u;vromv; |[o |_; 1;m|u-t %o;v| r-uhv In December 2022, all parties to the must be created as soon as possible.
' But even by accounting for all manner %o;u; thmh;7 Jo |_; ‘" ;m7 o= m-|b"; Convention on Biodiversity agreed V % ;="; v;;m u;r;-|;7t< vbm
NATIONAL PARKS, SAYS of bureaucracy and paper shuffling, forest logging, but that was brought to the inclusion of the 30x30 target initial 2021 commitment by the Labor
MATT RUCHEL,EXECUTIVE the Andrews/Allan Government is forward to 2024, removing any bm |_; tmlbm]J om]|u;-t toGeternment, wildlife and habitats are
DIRECTOR appallingly slow in legislating new t;]1b|bl-|; ;S1tv; ou Otolh-]; =uol bo7b”;uvb|< u-l;%ouh: m mollmuo|;1]|;7 tm|bt |_; r-u
m-|bom-t r-uhv: logging. 2023, all Australian environment are legislated. "
. .. ; inisters agreed to:
he Allan Government argues it This is a terrible record of minis
[-h;v |bl; |o t;]bvt-|; rAnOthFrthree years? accomplishment, worse if you consider * $-h; v_-u;7 -1|bom Jo -77U
b= %; lomvb7;u |_; r-u h v 1VEAL dorbriiented its investigation in ~ the added delay in responding to bioinersny crisis with ambitious
last 25 years, the current government -Ul_ feee7 % bl _ %o-v 7:t-dheVEAC report, and even more national targets, |nJ|ne with the
is dramatically lagging. to the 2018 state election. The final 7bv-viuotv b= b| 70;v ;m7 fr |-hbm] to0-t bo7b ;uvb|c u-1;%0¢
It has been an extraordinary 32 u:rou| %o-v u:t:-v:7 om ‘e t@potherthrge years. This would be mid 2024.
months since the State Government Of| b| %-vm=] Tm|bt |%°0 ¢;duy yiptep m-Ibom-t r-uhv 1u;-[bom baBy 2024, develop a roadmap to
accepted the Victorian Environmental tm; *e*«Q |_; m7u;%v o M HRterian history. protect and conserve 30 per cent of
vv;vvli;m| otmlbt P( Q responded—inbreachofthestatutory $_; tom];u b| |-h;v Jo t;]lbvt-|;7 |_; fviu-tb-=v t-m7:
recommendations for the central west timelines. greater the chance to undermine the e "luym]|l_;m tv]u-tb-=v |- L ) i
m-|bom-t r-uhv: $_bv bv 0;|% %Mo %0 -u b| 1ott7 |-h _ Argigct. 4nd, as we have seen with the protection. u;-l;u th7;u7 )ol0-|GAYLEW)SBORNE
|0 |_U,, |b|,V tom];u |__m bllJ_QJQh(:,'va |0 t,]th'l, |_' b \p4| ou, V|7 7 t-<v ruo b7 —TUl_;U
|_; 0SJ uomO-uh7 !;7 11 -nOi 20NeVember 2023, the Public opportunities for damage and poor . ) )
|%-< m-|bom-t r-uhv |o ruoAucoumtsand Estimates Committee management. Plant Bllndnesg with Irene PrOEbS“ng
government responses to final reports heard that: . . — - . . - :
to creation. on-ground surveying and mapping to Ignorlng our commitments *The inability to notice plants in everyday life, to recognise their importance, and a belief they are intie@oimals
$0 1u;-|; m-]bom-t r-uhv -m 7support the preparation of park plans  In the global context, more than 115
conservation areas in Victoria, first you commenced in the second quarter of  countries, including Australia, have
N, - continued opposite...
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Surveying a grassland

How strategic are strategic assessments?

t] 70 |_;< %oouh7 ou 70 |_;oftvpDbTImm|v:
the door for damage over larger areas?  were interviewed, including
Surprisingly, little rigorous research conservation advocates, consultants,
exists to help answer that simple landowners, public officials and

GRASSY PLAINS
COORDINATOR,
ADRIAN MARSHALL,

ASSESSES STRATEGIC question. researchers.
$ tfv|lu-tb-=v =buv]| -|]|;Ir| %o -Whe_authors found ‘systematic
;t0otum; "Ju-|;]1b1 vv;vvl;add pervasive failures, including

;u; bv to|v o= |[-th -uotm7"|Q;bm ‘eee: $ bv -11o0Ir-mdesiionable funding and enforcement
u;=oul o= tv|u-tb-=v m - [hecaxpansion of the Urban Growth -uu-mJ;l;m|v=:

nature laws, the Environment Protection Boundary and the release of 60,000
-m7 bo7b”;uvb|< omv;u”-|bheatares pfland for development.

P 1|Q: m7 ub]_|t< vo: As[compensation for the destruction
current EPBC Act is strengthened, of nature across the new growth

with gaps in the Act repaired and louub7ouv7 |_; " ruorov;
% -hm:;vv;v u;vot ;77 |_;v; Brotestipnof 15,000 ha of Western

10tt7 |tum tv|u-tb-=v 0b o PEssiapdhiResepyer the 1200 ha
climate crisis around. Grassy Eucalypt Woodland Reserve,

] t;]=v |-th vr;1b=b1-tt« _@radT’\TGOCPnn_servanonAreas.

element of the current legislation, Readers ofPark Watchare familiar with n do m"FC\P betfey.

strategic assessments. They are ofu orbmbom o= ]_; "9 b|q’20-v Uty :
used gs a means of balanci)rlwg poorly thought through, appallingly Just a bit: The latest Strategic

conflict between environmental implemented, and has so far failed to Assessmelnt isl thg (%ee(éong Strategic
vv;vvl;m :

rotection and development. Strategic ~ CONServe the grasslands, woodlands, ’ ’ ;
p_v vivvl:mlv - =E ‘1] t-u] e u - -Rjants gpgl beasties it is was designed lessons "ha.ve$befen leant since the
whole urban growth corridors, or all to protect. approved By the Commonwealth
offshore petroleum in Commonwealth M7 mo% |_j;u;=v u;v;-ul_ | '
waters. The core idea? They identify supports our opinion.
the most important parts to protect

Will they ever learn?

Slowly: An ecological and political train

overnight, or even in a few years. The
1fuu;m| "
genuine improvement. There is

increasing goodwill, but conservation

included many poor conservation

Enter the rigorous academics actions. In its current form, the GSA

bv «<;|] |o 0;

7%uU;1h o= |_bv I-]mb[f7; 1-m=| 0; =b

[-m-];l;m| bv v_0%bm]

[-ul;|v vblrtc -u;m=| O;bm] I;]: $_;

|=v 1t;-u vol;

9F| 7u-=|v %;="; 1oll;m]|;7 om _-";

and regulate development to minimise utmv |_; ubvh o= u;r;-|bm] r-v| "
Impacts. A recent article, 'Challenges and Ibv]-h;v:
They claim to streamline approvals, lessons of implementing strategic Its politics: $_; " %-v - 7bv-v|;u

and to produce better environmental, environmental assessment in a
social and economic outcomes than
the cumulative outcomes of the case- !

by-case assessments they replace.

| ' born of pressure, of the mantra of
critically endangered ecosystem/, by growth at any cost, and a big push

$ &mb " uvb|«=v - U"1° T 1 Rg gétH&uding built. The GSA is also
viitbm ou7om -m7 "-u-_ fighe¥With decisions out of sequence

Their use is growing worldwide. They ~ €xamines the question. -m7 blruo™;l;m|v 0" ;utooh;7 bm
are being pushed by developers and $ ; -T|_ouv ;"-tt-|;7 |_; " =awour of advancing development.
v 7 bmiu;v|v -v - h; < rt-nniplénmentation of biodiversity o
future reforms. This is big stuff. protection and analysed a mountain Opportunities for change
| ru;v;m]| |_;u;=v mo u;-vom |o

have confidence in the ability of
strategic assessments to deliver the
conservation outcomes they promise.

A thorough overhaul of the EPBC
Act, and strategic assessments, is
central to protecting our natural web
of life. We must urgently fix the way

adapt our approach and guide the way
forward.
A poor funding model. Under the

"7 =tTm7v |o rful_-v; |_
Grassland Reserve are received
from developers incrementally over

PARKwvatch <« MARCH 2024 #295

viu-|;]b1l -vv;vvl;m|v -u; Tm7;u|-h;m:

;) v]ium

u-m]; o= v|-h;_ot7;uv

tt |_; t;vvomv o= |_; " m;;7 |o
be learned. We need more rigorous
u;v;-ul_ Jo _;tr b7;m|b=< |_; Ibv|-h;v7

SpOtlight on Naturewith Meghan Lindsay

NEWSupdates

;/
/

uol;1|l

decades. A better approach would
have been for the state to purchase
the land up-front, then receive
developer payments over time.

Our solution: Get on with it and buy all
outstanding land now. good management.

Delays in acquiring the land. | =v Our solution: Expert advisory panels,
-tu;-7< |-h;m ** <;-uv |o 01 «"gseaqch, partnerships with multiple land
tTm7;u% ;tlbm]Q «v r;u 1;m[N@agementorganisations, universities
the Western Grassland Reserve, and community groups.

almost none of the Grassy Eucalypt Ambiguous enforcement. $_; " bv
Woodland and a handful of the an agreement between the state and
conservation areas. In the meantime, the Commonwealth, but if the state

the other 82 per cent is mostly being 7o;,vm=| 7;tb";u7 |_; ollom
abandoned to weeds and decline. 1-m=| 70 -m«|_bm] |o t;]-tt«
Our solution: Buy as much as possible ~ State to abide by its obligations.

as soon as possible, and force interim  Our solution: Enact federal legislation
management. of clear and strong enforcement,

Limited experience. No one in with federal authorities making sure
Australia had runs on the board commitments are delivered” A
managing and restoring so much

grassland. Huge scales, complex

land use history, many serious weed
species, and multiple conservation

goals for plants, animals and ecological
lolltmblb;v7 _-"; v;ubotvt«

0t7;m "tm SIYON BENNETTL4
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o|| o MEGHYN LINDBAYt; S

; Juotr:

-77u;vvbm] |

Jult

$0r9 blmblh;uv.baei|pl7 rt5wh9 100

blm
logging

. PARKS

THE DANDENO

show the community firsthand the or;u-|bomv rt-mm;7 0« ( =ou |_;

I n early September 2023, over 100 impact log extraction would have on scale of windfall in the bushland areas

people gathered in the picnic ground  endangered plants and wildlife who 0= |_; r-uh:
o= tbm7- -ttv bm |_; -m7;mam}7 om |_; r-uh=v _-0b|-tias a pleasure to organise such

'-m];v -[bom-t -uh7 )tutm¥isdeRuho expected to see piles an important community event with
Country. o= =-tt;m |u;;v I-hbm] |_; -uhe Southern Dandenongs Landcare

ou;v| bu; -m-];I;m| (b1]|o uilmpenetrable on foot were surprised. uotr -m7 h;;r |_; vro|tb]_|] om
P (Q _-7 rt-mm;7 =bu; |-mln]reblity,|the fallen trees were terrible commercially-driven operations
or;u-lbomv bm |_; -u;-: "r;-tjut;Zuet|7 -m7 tbh;tc |o I;;tuorov;7 =ou otu m-{fom-t r-uh:

PARKvatch

JORDAN CROOK, ON
ROGUE LOGGING IN

bl

ou | _;

AND NATURE the local area and academics explained |_; O;m1_|-uh =ou |_; ;l1oto]lb1-t
17 the impact such post-disturbance vegetation communities vital for
to]l]bm] _-v om m-|[tu;=v -0b%dbk7td®=;7 vt1l_-v 1_b7m-7 -1;

recover and how it affects fire severity.

We led a guided tour of the storm-
impacted area. We wanted to

and antechinus. The community
and concerned Victorians have now

NG RANGES seen for themselves the excessive

<MARCH 2024 #295

-uh rf|v vro|tb] | d¢lowaatkd save a stonefly

BLAKE NISBET, 7;1lbvbomJli-h;u7 |_; ";1lu;

NEWSupdates

| - @ur aenténtipn here is that the

NATURE Department of Energy, Environment Secretary did not consider the entire
-m7 tbl-|; 1|bom P Q: vtb|; o= [_u;-|v =-1bm] |_; "|on
o CONSERVATION I‘l-uh-0t<7 "1 u: |- u <habitat and whether existing
17 ) $ ! . l_: Lusl "
omblou o | went against the advice of the SAC, arrangements are adequate to mitigate
opting not to protect the critical these threats. Decreases in rainfall and
$ ) "$ + -0b|-] o= |_ ) "lom;=tc: Snoygllyincreases in air temperature,
without saying, but this is where the prolonged droughts, human trampling,
Imost a year ago, VNPA launched 0-7 m;%v hblhv bm: $_bv bV@hLCJﬁ tra@‘lﬂl”g ghd impacts from
- 0b7 vi:hbm] |_: ruo|;1 |dj$ﬁﬁp0|ntlng outcome. invasive plants and animals are some
0= 1ub|bl-t _-0b[-| =ou |_; THe Seatetary provided a statement ?.f.tge threats not addressed in the
t-m] )bm]t;vv P )Q "|om;utining his decision and published Lusl-uesvovi-|hm]:
(Riekoperla darlingtoni). new guidelines around the eligibility Instead, his decision was predicated
Our aim was to protect the restricted of areas for Critical Habitat on the assessment of only one threat
< ot7btolhv GEom:v= o= 1o dIeEsminafionsm in isolation — the proposdd Warburton
streams that the Stonefly calls home. The new guidelines, put simply, are a ° T m|-bm bh; ;v]|b (Tb |bo Ian lu ',b
);=u; mo% -| |_; viblh< ;m7|om;[dbV;r ruol;vv |_-| <|;Vv| ;]f llJlOTh (';< = - |_ tt-u],t
ruol;vv -m7 b|=v =-bu |0 v-anlared wouldise=aligible for critical Ob <l vl-l; rt-mm
vol; J007 m;%Vv7 -m7 |_;u;=v \0dl|-| ruo| Tlbom tm7:u (b'PBIYLIHQ:
bad news. -|tu; t-%v: ou |_; ) "|oMWewilcontinuetourge the
1= vi-ul sab]_ | i Joo7s Ko requie tat Secreary 1o reconside i decsr
buv|t<7 b|=v blrou|-m]| |o ul;Tr@qJeerofrrabltat|sessent|alto J;ulbm-|bom =ou |_: )
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee the Stonefly. Stonefiv. =’
Act 1988 P 11Q7 - "1b;m|b=b1$_u;-|v |o |_; "lom;=tc=v eﬁeolg t'do eful note — our
7 bvou<« ollb|];; P" Q -77bv;wannot be adequately mitigated by nomination zid triager the release of
State Government on conservation existing arrangements. guidelines which Egve been missing
matters. Our nomination for the legal 3. A Critical Habitat Determination in action for about fouryears since
ruof;lfbom o= |_; "lom;=t<=Vv {yld hhtetially improve the m70:m| o= |_ 1 0%
habitat was lodged through the SAC. -0b|-|=v ruo|;l]bom -]- bméfitdte vaernment mUST get the '
We have recently been informed that, threats. ball rolling by testing the eligibility
in April 2023, the SAC recommended ) p-u; lom=b7;m]| |_ ) of critical habitats for our long list of
a Cr|t|cal Habitat Determination for om:=t<=v 1ub [b1- t _-0b]|- | thredtendd species and communities.
| _ ) "lom;=t<: J-ubm] |_icriteria. While the Secretary was There are over 2000 of them to be
support our call for the protectlon satisfied the Stonefly met the first assessed, and priority should be
of critical habitats, an important but hase of the criteria, he disagreed that  placed on those with the highest
%ob7;t< m;]t;1];7 |oot bm (bghﬂa@t‘ﬁesé’cond He was satisfied ;S|bml|lbom ubvh P ub|bl-ttc n
nature laws, was a fantastic result. that the existing arrangements in place  and progressed through towards
The SAC recommendation was adequately mitigated threats to the | _ov; %b|_ - to%;u ;S|bmijbom

t-m] )bm]t;vvEDDIBTSYRIN

omm-

then directed to the ultimate "lom;=t<=v _-0b]|-]:

= N ‘--vl P

P(ttm;u<th;Q:
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-mm- f(Eucalyptus viminali§) )ol0-| ou;v|7

Wurundjeri and Dja Dja Wurrung Country
RON CATTANACH

B JORDAN CROOK7 ! " $&! 17
b )+ )) " & ! l&!
LARGE, OLD AND NEXT GENERATION TREES

round the world, large old trees I;-vtubm] ftv| = |o 11 7b-I;]|;u
hold a special place in human -] Qu;-v|] _;b]_| P Q _-7; 0;;m
volb;|< -m7 =othtou;: =]|;magedatlF07o a0 years old using

as veteran, ancient or champion trees,  radiocarbon dating. This relatively
the common thread across continents,  small midstorey tree species, endemic
countries and cultures is the care and to the wet forests of the Central

admiration reserved for them. b] _t-m7v7 1-m 0; ftv| -v ot7 Pb= mo]
Our new report, Protecting our living 0t7;uQ -v |_; |0% ;ubm] ofm|-bm v_
legaciesis a practical policy guide (Eucalyptus regnansyrrounding it.

to safeguarding large old trees on Growing conditions can also produce

public land in Victoria. It describes
the importance of old legacy trees
and offers strategies to improve the
care and management of our living
monuments.

stunted growth in older trees. This is
best observed in alpine areas where
the cold, windy conditions prevent
trees from growing past a certain

What is a significant tree? Stirling Summit Tree, a Snow Gum
(Eucalyptus pauciflora3tands just over

This is a good and pertinent question. five metres tall but is thought to be at

We define a 'significant tree' as least 320 years old.

any hollow-bearing tree, a tree of

significant age, size, height or girth/ Threats to significant trees

_:b]_| -m7 vbE&E;: ou ;S-Irt;

7 0_; |

Fire and fuel management works

;1-tv; o= | _;bu r;ul;b”;7 ubvh
|o %oouh;uv -m7 |_; rt0tbh17 _-v

diameter for their species, or a rare on public land in Victoria appraisals of trees as hazardous by
species in outlying populations that _ _ F (bv t;-7bm] |o |_;v;
are beyond their natural range. Immediate, cumulative, and long-term  5gencies felling large numbers of
Something that deserves special threats from |09_9'”91 planned b_urnlng, significant trees. Human safety must
emphasis is the fact that the age and ~ "oot damage, windthrow, bushfire remain of the highest importance, but
significance of a tree is not always and impacts of climate change are all ubvhv 1-m 0; u;711;7 %b|_ot] :
obvious from its size. serious threats to significant trees. large numbers of trees.
m ot7 -tt;; |u;; I-< omt< Ju®&d%ne qfghe issues we identify in our If a joint ambition of preserving
two or three metres tall but be older report is that current mitigation and both human life and significant
than a towering 60m tall Errinundra voJl-tt;7 ruo|;1l|bom ;==o0u tkees is|tprbe Achievel, then we

Shining Gum(Eucalyptus denticulata) consider these long-term threats, nor
Tree Geebung(Persoonia arborea) are they monitored.

Our goal withProtecting our living legaciesis to spark

a conversation about how we can better manage and
care for our trees on public land, particularly those
significant trees which are large, old, or contain

tree-hollows, and how we can increase their

longevity.
This report is for public land managers
and anyone who wishes to advocate for
the protection of significant trees on
public land.

It addresses the growing
concern among forest
scientists, community groups,
tree advocates and nature lovers over
the loss of significant trees across the public
estate.

vnpa.org.au/publications/protecting-our-living-legacies

need to see appropriate oversight

-m7 |u-mvr-u;mlc< bm (lv =bu;
management operations, combined

with a willingness to improve tree and
Obo7b”;uvb|< I-m-];I;m]: $_bv tc
tbh; 7bu;1| bm™;v|l;m| bm 1om7
independent, on the ground habitat

and tree assessments prior to fuel
u;7t1|bom % ouhv:

Native forest logging and logging-
like operations

As Victoria transitions from native
forest logging to fully plantation-

based silviculture, the need to plan
operations away from significant trees
is warranted on both an ecological and
economic basis.

Significant trees perform essential
ecological functions and can be a
draw card for tourism and improve
economic prospects in regional
areas. If the Redwoods of California
can bring tourism and economic

continued overpage...
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Trees are monuments, toocontinued...

development, Victoria too can have
this type of nature-based, sustainable ees
[otubvl ;m_-m1;7 0« -rruoru{) (? lu-1h

creation and visitor facilities. Under state regulations, large trees
Victoria has a decreasing number of on public land must meet a high

Protections for old legacy

-mc o= |_;v; |u;;v -u; |_
protected from being directly felled in
operations. The reality is that adjacent

logging exposes them to multiple TEN VICTORIANS TELL US ABOUT AN OLD LEGACY ' tep,
threats, including deliberate removal $1 3 g " I$ $$ $ e

;ou;|bl-tte

HT: 6511

OURcampaigns

salyptus

Le\ec\(\\

impressive old trees spread across 0;ml_l-uh o tt-th=«< =ou ruofliyb@me] 7;vblm-|;7 <_-E-u7o0fv=7 ~° ' =8
the forest estate. Protecting these “:"| 7b-1;];u -] Ou;-v| _;b]_| heavymachinery damage and isolation o _ _ L " Do
trees and installing appropriate visitor ~ ou ¢:'l -00~; Juotm7 t;";tQ: @duyuynerability to wind-throw. ize isn't everything when it comes to Victoria's significant [, o

infrastructure would bring greater
ecological and economic benefits
than their destruction and that of the

policy ignores the fact that size can
be a poor indicator of the age and
significance of a tree.

lus;v ==;u;m]| Ju;sv |-
their maximum height, meaning a relatively small tree could be = '
just as old — and significant — as a giant. s

h; “-v|tc 7h==;u" .,

Hollow-bearing and significant trees
have also been felled and damaged
during prescribed burning operations

& 51t

surrounding forests. . . . nd,poorlv planned or executed (. _-vruo7t1;7 - Ibmb Oooht;| _b]_tb]_ o
. -m< vr;lb;v %btt m; u]uo? ||% yp—h i 181 T|bom-t 0t7 t:]-1< |u::v: uol - u” I;|u e

Management and planning that size and growing conditions can $0 vil tr7 | - (b1 b-=v t-ul: grey Gum (Eucalyptus cypellocarpah the Errinundra et
Balanci fetv hazards. habitat produce stunted growth in older trees. oV r7l-mco= (bljoub-=v t-ul; -mp0a, estimated at 430 years old, to a 350-400 year old S e -
alancing sarety hazards, habita S fthe bi t in Victori old trees that should be protected are Tree Geebung(Persoonia arborehat is just five metres tall At an“'hzm om et
significance, amenity and other ome ot the biggest frees in victona not. This is an incredible opportunity ee Geebung(Persoonia arbore)at Is just five metres tall. I
values is critical to significant tree were found in forests scheduled for the |nsp|rat|0 that led to tu ]=-"otub]|; |u;;v] Oooht;| %o-v vim]| |O I;1u,u. ——=
management. Proper management to]Jbm] PTfm|bt |_; bm7Tv|u|5rg ctYndeur\ﬁV|gIegaC|el$|st|me virrou|;uv bm ;0ut-u<7 %b|_ - t;|]|];u =uol ou7-m uo¢
is also highly preventative, reducing off om « -mf-uce"Q: &m| Bt degunise the functions of large old describing our campaign for old legacy trees. It included an invitation to come

=t|tu; ubvh o= |u;; =-bttu; Sk@telGovernment protects these trees as both crucial structures and meet the legacy trees of the Central Highlands on Saturday 6 April —with a

7bv|tu0-m1; [o uoo|v7 |Jutm arehsliq]qons_ewation land tenures, as foundations of human well-being, vilom?7 7-|; -77;7 om "-|tu7-<* -anpghorg.awdchvifidsy b | B e
encourages pathogens and rot, and and legislates the end of native forest and to prioritise their conservation $0 rblh fr - lor< o= |_; 0ooht;|7 7uor bm |o v;; Tv -| | m:;ﬁ he,;;:l}o%ya:omuy;u iy "7
poor pruning methods that compromise  logging, the threat to these living and protection. Amended policy and ue ;b1;v|;u "|7 -ut|lomQ7 ou 1-tt otu =ub;m7t< v|-== 0

tree structure, vigour and health. giants remains.

;-viubm] - -uUEuddlyptus fastigata) u o %o m

ofm|-bm7 1m-bdtUREDWOODM |u<:

practice is needed urgently. Without
such action the disappearance of large
old trees and associated organisms will

continue to accelerate.

$9

MICHAEL RAWKE/FLICKR

O efee

$ ; -1llbomv % ; |-h; |o7-«
9 "no"_oo +!

if future Victorians get the chance
to stand in the belly of a living giant

% btt 7:1b75 Eycalyptus camaldulensis

tbh; |_; <+;- bmh "tfu"b"ou= P% _bl_ 1-m

=b| “e r;ort; bmvb7; b|Q ou %-[1_ -1; < m-l; bv ombl- ou]l]-m -m7 -l - ruot 2

omblouv vim |_;lv;t";v bm _otto%Vv o=ou|- %ol-m: ou l< =-"otub]|; |u;; 1 _ov;m

);ttv=ou7 ou;v|]v uomO-uh [u;;v a River Red Gum(Eucalyptus camaldulenstit is !
NATIONAL PARK

situated in the heartland of Yorta Yorta Country and
u;vlv O< | _; =ou;v_ou; o= | _; 0;-T|b=1¥ORMANORTA-h; bm
| 5 -ul-_ -|bom-t -uh: $_bv loTm|u< %COUNTRMbm-tt«
hmo%m -v | _; obu-7 |_; t-u];v] ;7 *TI =ou;v| bm

the world. It straddles the Great Waters Dhungulla,

-tvo hmo%om -v | _; tuu-< !b";u: $ ;< -u; I« Otoo7tbm;
important part of my traditional lands. Both sides have wetlands that

are a nursery for all original wildlife only found here in this country.

Under the great branches of this and other Red Gums exist important

rt-1;v % _;u; l< -ml;vjouv 1-Ir;7: $_;v; vb|;v _0ot7 1oohbm] Ib77;myv

and fireplaces created over many thousands of years, as well as places of

burial. This tree would have also seen the massacre that occurred near

Donate nowto jpratett | : t-h;7 t;7 O< $uoor;u ;mu< -m- bm sv*’

our old legagyteees <lo|_:u7 tbE&-0:|_ ou]-m7 - viuom] +ou|- +ou]-
vnpa.org.au/ travel from Cummeragunja by horse and buggy as a child with her
legacy-irees Ju;-|JJu-m7lo|_;u tb@&-0;|]_ |hbmvom: tt |_; =-lbt< %o0ott7 v;| tr

1-Ir om |_; =ou;v_ou; o= |_; t-h; % _;u; |_bv O;-T|b=1ft |u;; mo%

stands — fishing and hunting and learning the stories and where she

-m7 l< &m1t;v |ooh |; -v - <oTfTm] %o0l-m: 0%7 -v - lo|_;u -m7

grandmother, | too pass on the ways and stories of my Yorta Yorta mob under this same tree.

All of us together need to ensure that the pressures on our country and its environment in today's modern world does not
destroy this tree and the thousands of young and old Red Gums around it. We all as one need to preserve these important
places and provide the water at the right time of the year, every year to ensure future generations can camp, fish, gathexdd
-m7 I;7b1bm;v7 _tTm|7 vbm] -m7 7-m1; =ou otu o|_;u |[_; -ul|_:

That is an experience everyone should
have the chance to enjoy.

We can, and must, find better ways

to care and manage large and old,
hollow-bearing and significant trees
across Victoria's public land estate.
Join us in protecting our living legacies
so they can be treasured for many
more years to come.

-

-m7 -m

% 0l-m7 %o0tt7
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NATUREStewards

Spring 2023 graduate

Spring blossoms for Nature feedback

Stewards across the state

MADDY WILLCOCK,
NATURE STEWARDS
COORDINATOR,

REPORTS ON THE

o $ $&!
STEWARDS GRADUATES

ur Spring 2023 program saw

three Nature Stewards courses
across the state, in Ballarat, Whittlesea
and Geelong.

$_-mh <ot |Oo -m71-u; !; ]borQnqu]V - %o, 'htl p
Golu-lv (bljoub-7 |_: "torﬁlcap grience to the program an

Naturalists Club and our Council
partners for funding and supporting
|_; 1otuv; 7;tb";u<: _*T1;
also to our wonderful facilitators that
made the courses so incredible: Julie
White, George Paras, Jeff White,
Danielle Bain and Nicole Henry.

As we gear up for another huge

Autumn 2024 with six courses, we

are thrilled to welcome three new
=-1btb|-|ouv9 ;vv uo0%m?7
and Bob Hartmann. They will be
teaching two new courses in North-
west Victoria and Bendigo, and team
teaching our Ballarat course.

;t"bm *17 l<loto]lbv|7 ;Srtoubm]
world of fungi in Whittlesea. GEORGE PARAS

‘Learning in depthediooutnatuee
motivates us to pe Eezaud
$_-mh <ot -tvo |o -tt otu -%;walue it. If ypotneficzly ey

guest presenters and the Nature personlieamsithis poggramoonr
Stewards board members for their waterways wuild lbe diesm, @ur
ongoing enthusiasm, guidance, and protectedipatisrmurtturethandwe

inspiration given to our participants in
their connections with and support of
nature and local community.

We are very excited to announce our

new Nature Stewards coordinator,
u blot; ;ul:mv7 % o %btt 0 Peopleredlyldocearelaboliithe
[-hbm] o™;u =uol u -77<) btt%virqa.nment but sometimes need

all callectivelymiimimiiseweaste
and practise sustainability.
Zahraa.

while she is on parental leave. Nicole areminder o stop, think amd:act.
0= hmo % t;7]; Wevdahiiuiuzmeetthattthoaggh
our own action @mnderithuszsm.
n't wait to see what 2024 and David
beyond holds.
| Begi wighes for an awe-inspiring "The knowledgezan effithsisizsm

autumn out and about in nature. from the participants and

facilitators... cresites sudh byipgpe

and greaterconmedioncoaare.
Knowing thatyauiire comiing
into a class full dfssinpoot tamtl

knowledge anttithered satsirang

desire tto conitribute AAjghdvaioto
meet — itwas oS,
vnpa.org.au/ natures- Nichola
stewards

area

'[Main takeaway i)ttt ttheee
eeqpiedidingogdod
work in my local area. Leammniing
about the various waysrinuafith
individuals are stewartimgy
nature through ttheirwdlumtesrism
or work is inspiring. | have also
learnt so muchzdhouterdioyy
and how this canlizezgppitetbtalll

aspects opﬁﬂanmg@adﬂﬂ@@n
Oid

D Yedomdlulttvyv 1_;1hbm] ot| |_; I-u;t | have changedithemay dsee

o u \Y ; u’;tv

geology at the Dell with Deb Evans NICOLE HENRY Tatiire anditheveotitizarountime.
| can seevsgysithat teamatake
a difference. | have infonmation
about how to do this now] ekl

like | belong to rmycoommurity .

Jillian

‘It was awonderful expeaience.
| learned allgtamtisameadieeatly
recommending it to others:hhas
made me cﬁmmm@mﬂwemllre
and feelmoeeccomeettel
Lenneke

-tt-u-| "rubm] ‘' 1t-vv 7b]lbm] bm|o u;";];|-|bom % 08ORHIH HOMEYMAN ;v| );[t-m7v:
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Where we went In summer -

&"+ "& 1" $$ &$ &% 9 $&!

Citizen scientists went
spotlighting and set up

wildlife monitoring cameras
bm |_; )ol0O-| ou;v]| -
Dandenong Ranges.

tv_%-th;uv ;mfoc;
%o-thv -| -v|t;I-b
-m7 lo«-t -uh:

Two-wheel explorers cycled past
wetlands from Geelong to Lara.

-ubm; ;m|_tvb-v|v t;-um;7

-ubm; 1b|bE;m v abwout the ever-evolving
searched for sea slugs coastline of Port Phillip Bay at a

Ocean lovers went for a at San Remo. 'Nature of change in Port Phillip

vmouh;t -| b|]< btt;u -<7 Bay' webinar.

Phillip Island, for the Great

(bljoub-m bv_ otm|:

Grassland enthusiasts went
om |otuv |o ottc=v -u%-m
Grasslands and learned
all about Grassy Eucalypt
Woodlands at a Grassy
t-bmv ;|%ouh lom|_t«¢
meeting.
-lbtc fvbm] vt-|;v bm |_; u;-| (bl]loub-m bv_ otm
Bay, Bunurong Country. CONSUELO QUEVEDO

Join our
autumn
activities!

_3;1h otu omtbm; 1|b"b|b;v -t;m7-u -
0tv_%-th7 1b|bE&;m vib;m1l; ;";m|7 v_
or other nature activity. There are plenty of

opportunities for people of all ages to join us for

an adventure in nature.

Keep an eye on the calendar, new activities are
-77;7 u;]tt-utc4

a

\.
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OURcampaigns

I | W e need a fast transition from

SHANNON HURLEY
ELABORATES ON
WHY WHALES AND
CLEAN ENERGY HAVE A LOT
! $

+ | n

); -1hmo%t;7]; | _bv tol-7om bv r-tW@@t;lv -m7 v;[0-1hv |_-]|

polluting to clean energy
sources to avoid the extreme impacts
of climate disruption. This is especially
important to stop our marine waters
from rapid warming and ensuring

l-ubm; th=; -uim=| =oul;7 og{®m]l "Plo ou]l-mbv; -m7 Loou7bm-|;

home range. But this does not mean
offshore wind farms and supporting

as they surge ahead with the offshore
wind industry. This is why VNPA have
launched a new discussion papefThe
winds of changethat sets out how

1-m 1u;-|; - u;vromvbOt;7 m-|tu;J

positive offshore wind industry.

the marine space has many purposes
and benefits. By far the biggest

bm=u-v|jutl[tu; 1-m 0; rtomfeTs to identify important marine

anywhere. The right technology in the
wrong place can cause irreversible
damage to marine habitats.

There is one way to avoid significant
damage to marine ecosystems and

values and areas that should be off
limits to development to avoid and

protect significant areas for marine
wildlife, and ones more suitable for
development. Had marine planning

|_-]=v |_uot]_ l-ubm; vr-|b-Heert adoptddiperhaps the Southern

P " Q:

early in the process helps avoid

. tTm1;7;7 |u-7bzom-t t-m7v -m délay the Mictorian Government from

AN
N
. Y\

role in caring for Country.

the Gunditjmara, Eastern Maar,
\_ Bunurong and Gunaikurnai
~. _— and recognise their ongoing

reaching their climate targets later.

Yet marine planning is absent from
state and federal government plans

PARKwvatch <« MARCH 2024 #295

illiu <17 % _;m tm7 Qckah Ranewable Energy Zone

wouldn't have been proposed within
=dne jof the most important Southern
Right Whale nursery areas off the
lo-v| o= )-uum-I0oot4
We also recently saw the rejection

Oc|_; ;7;u-t m"buoml;m| bmbv];u

Potential positive or negative high level marine impacts

of the Port of Hastings proposal for a
new port facility for the assembly of
components of offshore windfarms in
Western Port Bay. This was a welcome
decision; this project would have
caused unacceptable and irreversible
damage to a protected Ramsar

wetland.
The Victorian Government needs to
]Jo 0-1h |o |_; 7u-%bm] Oo-u77 % _b1l

will further delay plans to meet climate
targets. In our view, this could have
O;;m -"ob7;7 b= " _-70;;m tv;7
early in the design procesqsee more
on p.23).

The winds of changealls for the
Victorian and Commonwealth
governments to get ahead of the
planning process so our essential
natural environment is not sacrificed
for the energy transition.

continued overpage...

from energy development

Loss of marine and coastal fauna and/or flora as a result of
habitat loss, modification or degradation

Increase in marine and coastal fauna and/or flora as a result
of installed infrastructure providing new habitat and refuge

bvrt-1;I;m| o= I-ubm; =-tm- P=uol7 =ou

Ou;;7bm] ou u;v|bm] -u;-vQ

Colonisation of structures by invasive, non-indigenous
marine species. These species may compete with native
species for food, habitat etc.

Colonisation of structures by indigenous species may
provide habitat availability

Colonisation of structures by indigenous species may
interfere with ecosystem dynamics

Changes to marine and coastal habitat — provision of new
habitat

Changes to marine and coastal habitat — loss, modification
or degradation

o7b=bl-|bom 0= % -|;u tt-tb]«
-ubm; rottt|bom

Changes to coastal processes — e.g. reduced wave or
tidal action which may modify habitats near installed
infrastructure

Changes to coastal processes — e.g. reduced wave or tidal
action leading to reduced erosion or increased accretion

:S-irt; 7

The winds of changediscusses opportunities
for early planning interventions in the
establishment the offshore wind energy
industry. It demonstrates how marine
spatial planning can be used to protect
marine biodiversity values, save
time, reduce costs, and minimise
rejections.

We encourage any groups,
agencies, organisations or
individuals to contact
us to share their
thoughts.

Read the report online at
vnpa.org.au/publications/winds-of-change
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The winds of changecontinued...

Victoria’s marine wildlife

(bljoub-=v vot|_J;-v|;um v
shores are unusually abundant — 80

per cent of the marine life found here
occurs nowhere else on earth. They

are home to more unique species than
the Great Barrier Reef.

Some of our coastal and marine

areas are internationally recognised
l-lv-u %o;|t-m7v: t-1;v tbh;
Port Bay, where the port facility

was proposed, require extra special
management and protection.

7;;r;u7 or;m %o-|;uv virrou]
v;- f;ttb;v7 vttb77 t-u]; |

The ocean deserves planning individualised, costly and limited in

scope. In other words, they are not an

,E_QUI_IM,ﬁOO adequate planning tool.

On land there is a detailed scheme, ) _-] bv -7:tt-]; bv " K - |oot
along with statutory planning and that already exists and the Victorian

laws, for developers to manage Government committed to under
infrastructure proposals on certain (b 1| o uNterine and Coastal Act 2018

land tenures and overlays. This It just needs to be implemented.

bmi1tt7;v m-|bom-t r-uhv -m7

conservation value areas. These The case for MSP

ﬁ:r% geumrﬁnts do not exist for the
arine environment, but they should.
-ubm; rt-mmbm] bv ;vv;m|b|-_th
developers are to protect whale
calving grounds, deep coral reef beds

bv - Joot =ou ]Jo";um-m1;7
collaboration, funding and decision
™M] =ou o==v_ouU; %bm?7 ruof;1l]|v:
Various state, national and

% -< =uol |_; v_ou;tbm;7 (b1Jaedyirdivways from irresponsibl international policy and plans reinforce
bIadEd‘ihﬂQ%y'\fl?Vuzture. P y |_; m;;7 |o uott of| " |o JTb7;
=Bt he ) industry development. At the state
r ent environmental assessment  -~-t7 _ t_1h o= |-ubm: rt-mmbm]

tu ";-tv7 of|t;Jmov;7 otr
Southern Right Whales, seabirds such
as gannets, petrels and Little Penguins,

-m.7 :
— PrBeessBb are woefully inadequate for processes is inconsistent with the

planning site areas for an entirely new  njarine and Coastal Act$ : -ubm:
industry. Both the state Environmental  ang Coastal Strategy 2022 states that

and fish including pilchards, anchovies, ==:1|v "|-|;I;m| P "Q -m7 |l—;; " U-1:%ouh -rrtb:v |0 |_:
"bt;u $u;"-tt<7 -uu-117- -mTfederdlEnvironment Protection and Victorian Offshore Wind Strategy, -
_1h1uyt -mc -u; th|:7 Tm7BlOdth8Ity Consel’vation Act 1999 to applythe guidance’ approach and
nature laws. P 1|Q rUOl;VV -u,; _b]_t(ruol;vv;v bm |_’ " u_|;%oouh:

$ ; 0;m;=bjvo= " bmltt7;9
Top three priorities * Planning can save time and money

=ou bm7tv|juc -m7 v|-h;_ot7;uv:

1. Implement the Western Port Bay Framework 0« rbto|bm] | _; =buv]| "

for Victoria to protect these internationally important wetlands through the

« Information gathered during the
process can be used as baseline data

energy transition. for EES and to value marine energy
);v|l;um ou| -<=v _;-t|_ bv 7;|;ubou-|bm]7 <;| |_bv !-lv-dsSeercbs-m7 bv vT0f;1]
|[]o =tu|_;u 7;7;torl;m| -v |_; ro|;m|b-t tol-]bom o= (leo'('/Q}:u\fn’fir;n'1(E/S’°'vqth;_ot7;uv |-

energy terminal to support the assembly of components of offshore

Y%obm7=-ulv: m " %ott7

_str |_; (blloub-m

.. ) marine enerqgy projects are located
ocsumi:m | FROUINI Feal.

many competing uses and protect the wetland within state jurisdiction. The . i
rt-m 10tt7 |-h; bm|o 1omvb7;u-|bom |_; bm=tt;m1; o="lgh-yalue ymagne.and gaasial_ . - v :

Responsibility: Victorian Govt (DEECA) to lead, Federal Govt (DCCEEW) to support.

assets that can be geographically
defined are removed as potential

2. An MSP team with adequate expertise to be hosted within DEECA's sites, providing certainty to all
[-ubm; rt-mmbm] [;-1: $_bv bv - "b|-t v|;r |o

marine spatial plan in Western Port Bay.

Responsibility: Victorian Govt (DEECA) to lead, Federal Govt (DCCEEW) to support.

3. A dedicated body to advise on impacts of the energy transition on nature

Pbm1ltt7bm] I-ubRespbnsibility Qictorian Govt.

-mJuo”;v -] ubO0 obm|7 );v|;um ou]
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-« 7CELESTEDE VISo T m|u«:

_otr 7:7:torPepies P0G edycingQsts rpto |

Nature is part of the climate
change solution

-ubm; ;1ov<«v];lv -u; -m blrou|-m|
part of the climate solution. We must
protect them through the energy
transition, otherwise we would simply
be sacrificing one part of nature at the
expense of another.

Scientific evidence shows that

protecting and restoring wild animals

Pb:;: =bv_ -m7 I-Il-tvQ -m7 |_;bu
functional roles, along with habitats

tbh; =ou;v|v7 %o;|t-m7v7 -m7 1lo-v]|-t -
grasslands, enhances natural carbon

capture and storage.

E%); -lhmo%t;7]; | _bv tol-Zom blv-{l;ky}ncfzvrﬂb-t rt-mmbm]: |

Ramsar wetlands at Crib Point, Western Port Bay, Bunurong CountnSTACEY CHILLCOTT .
OURcampaigns

SHANNON vblmb=bl-m| % ;[t-m7 P O;bnt} dsw|subject to multiple fossil fuel
HURLEYEXPLAINS Ramsar-listed wetland and a UNESCO  and renewable energy proposals, has
bovr_;u; !';v;u”;Q -| |_; ;Srdetining ecological health with shores
'THAT WITH THE of meeting climate targets. It also that are experiencing the fastest
. : $ $ _bJ_tb]_|v |_; v;|0-1hv |o Igrbvth bf anywhere else in the state.
L) $ ! chmia\tetargetslmtSea.bsenceé)f $ it-m..bv,mol luitc - <mb1: |
AT HASTINGS, NOW IS THE fr= uom | -ubm, ovr- [b-t rt-mppnd,Brem&i under the Marine
I $ % $ $ But this is not just about offshore and Coastal Act 2018 -m7 | _; -ubm;
) 1) "$ ! %obm7:)_;|_;u ou mo| (bl]oany CodstdlStkatégy. They state the
PORT BAY Terminal is destined for Western Port, need to strategically plan and manage

this ecologically, socially and culturally industry use and development in the

L significant wetland is worthy of proper marine and coastal environment in a

In January, a surprl.sm_gly good NEWS ~  planning and protection. This is further  <oordinated way to:

viou« bl |_; =uom]| r-]1;v: $ yisiifidd By e latest Victorian State

ofmagt;SSn;:)Irc,)pr)gslal tt;rge?/\e!l!)buan?jl f5 1 1'of the- Envitdhiment Repartvhich says
> %o;|t-m7v P-tom] %b|_ Ju-vvt- vQ.-u; .

operate a port facility for the assembly deteriorating when compared to other b q Hm7Q:

of components of offshore windfarms. relatively stable ecosystems. b. bmblbv; blr-1|v -m7 ubvhv |o

i i i L " . marine and coastal environment.
While previous federal environment This is nqt surprising, with Western

lbmbv|juv _-7m=]| 0;;m 0ot7 orUP:Jr %o |t-m7v 1omv|-m]t<CyvARPfORrately manage competing or

a. Provide for industry uses in
-rruorub-|; tol-|bomv Pru;=;u

to realise their responsibilities under to inappopriate and ill-thought-out conflicting uses.

an;/ |u -;b-;v !_$u ,n-1|<1 m ’tTo Ov.r, 1_bdé&/eﬁdéﬁ§r#aproposals, inconsistent d. -1btb]|-|; 10;Sbv|;m1; -m7 1o
o] ||__ T\{E o \)’0 s |- R Lr‘g’\;?#aﬁ?]g]% injdequate oversight and location of compatible uses.

Sl = onlt rn@’ nd poor accountability $ - -ubm: -m7 o-v|-t "|u-|:
irreversible damage to the wetlands Apd gpyerance = Ub ; " V|| | || u-1[;]«
;loto]lb1-t 1_-u-1|;u bm1ltt - hid vr;lb=bl-ttc v|-[;v |[_-| [_; "
destinatiLn for over 20,000 |migratory Together with the Western Port =u-l;%ouh -rrtb;v |o |_; (b1l]oul
birds flying the East Asia-Australasia bovr_ju; otm7-|bom7 "-"; Dfféhokervind Strategy. It also

flyway; a world-class blue carbon Port_ and Phillip Island Conservation v-<v -m " Itv| 0; b7;m|b=b;7 -
sequestration environment; a globally ~ Society, we have led the development fm7iul-him =ou -m -u;- 0:f%;;m
unique Bryozoan reef; and home to o= |_; );vlium ou| -< u-l;%@xh7|0

the largest shearwater, fur seal and Vi ruor;u rt-mmbm] tm7 uf-h; Tvl:um ou| -< bvm=| |_: r:;u
penguin colonies in the world. =b| |o rbto| (bljoub-=v =buv] I-

Clu-m vlg%rggh% on the Framework

)_bt; %; -tt hmo% |_ rt-m7 % ; 7o0m=| hmo% % _-| bv4
renewable energy is rapidly required, $_:)svlsum oul -« u-1:% 04l B3¥f on the Victorian Government

the Port of Hastings rejection is a made up of three core elements: a lo -70r| |_: ):v]:um ou| -< u-l;J
Ou-1bm] % -h;tr 1-tt |_-| m-hdwiplam, a gattnership to developthe o o, h -m7_'rb,to|’ | - 7:%:torl:m| o
1-u;l-hbm] |_uof]_of| |_; imtuh7 -m7 - =tm7 Jo I-h; 00Luy[T*MZoy (b1joub-: $ bv bv
transition. A marine spatial plan would guide opportunity for those charged with

The decision highlights how the organising, management and decision-  protecting nature in Victoria to fulfil
(blloub-m o";uml;m| o";utoloRbm]: | %ott7 Oubm] [o]l;|_i¥u lollb|l;m|v tm7;u |_: -ubn
its duty to protect an internationally Traditional Custodians, government, and Coastal Strategy. -

ecologists, managers, community,
industry, tourism and recreation to
coordinate Western Port's current and
future challenges.

t; ]o );v];um ou| -<=v u;]
scale, it is a well-suited candidate for

-

|_; tTm1;7;7 |Ju-7bzom-t t-m7V
“"=", " “and waters of the Bunurong second largest bay, but does not have
> and recognise their ongoing -m m buoml;m|[-t -m-];l;m|

Rt role in caring for Country. tbh; m;b]_Ootubm] ou| _btt =< J
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Logging in Mt Cole/Bereep-bereep,
Djab Wurrung Country. MARK LAMBLE

Logging In
the shadows

BEN GILL NATURE "=l oT;uml;ml=v ‘e’ to]lbm] o= tuu-<!b”u ;7 tlv -m7
CONSERVATION decision to end native forest other fragments of forest in the west.
17 |09€ii”?tﬁ>cuf€{[d Vlefy heavily on the ] VNPA, together with Wombat
east of the state, leaving unanswere ou;v|l-u; -m7 o|_;u Juotrv?7
& Ig YESTIICE';-I]ES questions about the future of other highlighted this inconsistency and
: : types of logging, especially so-called called for commercial forestry to end
1" 1 & " <lolltfmb]|< =ou;v]uc<=: across the whole state.
Community forestry operated across m ‘" -mt-u< ‘«“7 (b1 ou;v]|v
the west and north of the state, and announced that it:
in a small part of the east. It included _..cannot continue because of the
124 coupes covering approximately risk of litigation and the cost it would
65,000 hectares; an area bigger than burden the taxpayer with. The Court is
)btvomv uol: "bm1l; “ee*7 %o ;340 kelyfo require a disproportionate
a 52 per cent increase in logging survey effort before any operations can
areas, largely run with the support of occur. VicForests does not consider that
government grants. Logging methods it has the capacity to provide coupes to
“-u< =uol 1t;-u=;tt -| | ot;7 Licknseles and to manage Community
v-t"-]; -] )ol0O-| -m7 00-% o®Bargstry operations.
lo]t; to]lbm] bm 00-% ou;v|7
Wurundjeri and Taungurung Country
BEN GILL
); -lhmo%et;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv r-u| o= |_;

tml;7;7 |u-7bzom-t t-m7v -m7 %o-|;uv o=

the Djab Wurrung, Dja Dja Wurrung,
Wurundjeri and Taungurung

and recognise their ongoing

role in caring for Country.

PARKwvatch <« MARCH 2024 #295

tluov;

olltmb]«

ou;v|7 TludASON HOWSTON/USAID

llou7bm]t<7 (b1l ou;v|v 1-n
-tt olltmb|< ou;v|uc ruo]u-
operations. They finally ceased on 5

;out-uc "ot

m ‘«’7 )ol0O-| ou;v|l-u; 0;]
t;]-t ruol;;7bm]v -]-bmv| (b
operations in the future Wombat-

;u7;u7;u] -|lbom-t -uh: $_
case was the catalyst for bringing
forward the date of the exit from
native forest logging. While the case
influenced this decision, it is still
ongoing.

So, is that the end of it? Unfortunately,
not necessarily.

The underlying capacity to issue
<=ou;Vv| ruo7tl; thl;m1l;v=
This was how native forest was
I-m-];7 bm |_; e=vev -m7 —-e
will need significant reform to remove

the capacity to return to business-as-
usual logging.

What is community
forestry?

Advocates of community forestry still
circulate. It is a woolly term, which
votm7v mbl;u |_-m <bm71ty
but has fewer negative connotations.

); _-7 - tooh -] vol; o= ]_; ]
literature, and the picture it paints is

not that rosy.

)_bt; 1olltmb]|« =ou;v]uc bv
as having the potential to empower

local communities and promote
sustainable land management,

there have been many international
examples where initiatives have fallen

far short of their intended goals or
resulted in negative outcomes.

Community forestry, adaptive
silviculture, regenerative forestry,
urban forestry, sustainable forestry.
These are all synonyms for forestry
of different scales. All have faced
criticism for prioritising timber

:S|u-1]bom -00"; toohbm] -F

nature, leading to conflicts between

lomv;u"-|bombv|v7 bm7tv|di«

and Indigenous communities. Some
o=|_; h;<crobm|v u-bv;7 bm
international literature include the
following points.

The illusion of empowerment

Community forestry promises to
empower local communities and
Indigenous peoples in decision-
I-hbm] ruol;vv;v u;t-|;7 |o
management. In reality, communities

n1;tt;7
|

-m
1 ou;v|v

bv 1otul

L Iternagional examples of
community forestry

V' -m7 %o;
Brazil: Extractive Reserves

Extractive reserves in Brazil are
designated for sustainable use by
traditional communities, including
Indigenous peoples and rubber
tappers. However, reserves have
faced threats from deforestation,
illegal logging, and land grabbing by

| uamchers@nd aguhusiness interests.
Conflicts over land tenure, resource

t am0cess and nature conservation have
undermined the effectiveness of
some initiatives.

devolve forest management rights

to local communities. However,

the program has been criticised for
prioritising commercial interests over
local livelihoods and environmental
conservation. There have been
instances of land grabbing, conflicts
with Indigenous communities,

and environmental degradation

l-vvolb-|;7 %ob|_ ruof;
Tu

Mexico: Ejidos

Elidodre Sdnmtinal landholdings
|where local communities have rights
to manage forest resources. While
ejidos have the potential to promote
sustainable forestry, they've faced
challenges such as illegal logging,
corruption, and conflicts with
government agencies and private
interests. Some ejido communities

= diaveytruggled to effectively manage
their resources and derive sustainable
livelihoods from forestry activities.

continued overpage...

Nepal: Community forestry

Hailed as a success story in com-
munity forestry, Nepal's experience
has revealed deep challenges. In
some cases, elite capture and power
struggles have led to the exclusion

of marginalised groups from deci-
vbomJIi-hbm] ruol;vv;v: §
also been reports of over-harvesting,
corruption and misuse of funds.

While areas of Nepal have
increased tree cover through
community forestry, these are often
monoculture production forests.

Philippines: Community-Based
Forest Management (CBFM)

"1idoedia: Community-Based $_; _btbrrbm;v] ruo]
Forest Management (CBFM) ~ @imed to empower local
communities to manage forest
m7om;vb-]Jv ruoju-l -hkdsdurtes sustainably. In reality,

the program has faced challenges
vil_ -v % ;-h bmv|b|t|bo
capacity, inadequate support from
government agencies, and conflicts
over resource tenure and rights.

Some projects have struggled to
achieve meaningful community par-
ticipation and have been susceptible
to elite capture and corruption.

llv:
Tlcmzania: Participatory Forest
Management (PFM)

$-mE-mb-]v ruoju-1 -b
involve local communities in forest
management and conservation.
However, it has inadequate support
from government, limited technical
capacity, and conflicts over land
tenure and resource access.

"ol; ruof;1|v _-"; v]uft
to address underlying drivers

of deforestation and have been
undermined by illegal logging and
land encroachment.

m -t

Iv |o

1t;7
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Logging in the shadows continued...

often find themselves marginalised
and disempowered, as corporate and
vested interests eclipse local voices.

Conflict over conservation

At the heart of the debate surrounding
community forestry lies a fundamental
conflict between conservation and
exploitation. While proponents argue
that community involvement can lead
to more sustainable land management
practices, the evidence is scarce to
support this.

Any form of forestry in ecologically
sensitive areas compromises the
integrity of our natural environment.

Greenwashing and corporate
capture

In the realm of community forestry,
greenwashing is a pervasive

r_;mol;mom:

-luovv |_; 1to0; v;;h Jo ru;voss fof connection to country and

themselves as environmentally
responsible while exploiting natural
resources for profit.

By co-opting community partnerships
and sustainability certifications, these
companies obscure the true impacts of
their activities and perpetuate a cycle
of degradation of the natural world.

Cultural heritage at risk

ou buv|
impacts of community forestry extend
beyond environmental degradation to
the erosion of cultural heritage and
[u-7b|bom-t hmo%t;7];:
Sacred sites, ancestral lands and
cultural practices are threatened
by the relentless pursuit of profit,
leaving Indigenous communities
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-|lbomv r;ort;7 |_

culture represents a profound tragedy,

one th

foundation of our society's relationship

at calls into question the very

with the land.

Keeping a close eye on the

loopholes

While the expedited timeline for the
end of native forest logging is cause

i mr;T)]dr

for ceie rBtlo_n, there are several

ant mechanisms that may still

enable damaging loopholes.

); Itv] h;;r - ;u< 1tov; ;¢<; om
these to minimise any perverse
of|lol;v =ou ofu =ou;v|v= =1|tu;:

Salvage
)ol0-|

logging in the
ou;BEN GILL

ou;v]uc« 1olr-ndispessessed and disempowered. The

State of our grasslands

$ | $
$ (!

he Allan Government must do

more to protect grasslands. They
are in significant decline according to
the Victorian State of the Environment

$ !

ADRIAN MARSHALL, GRASSY PLAINS COORDINATOR,

$ $ "% "$ 8
'$

should identify the best land in private
ownership, especially in high-priority
ecosystems and landscapes, for the
government to buy.

2023 Report P" 1Q7 otfu Vv|-|;=V Ghssldnds must be a focus of that

yearly nature report card.

ov| o|_;u ;lovev|;lv -u; <t-Ug;tublrtc 7om=| hmo% % _;usViTv|ebyw

bm~;v|b]-|[bom: |=v

v[-0t;=7 O0f] mo| Ju-vvt-m7vbitSareu;=v -
to|] o= %ouh |o O0; 7om; - 1 U@¥ingdralstand into the public

our landscapes, but grasslands are of
particular concern.

What's the problem?

Grasslands are in very bad shape,
despite being Critically Endangered
under our national nature laws, the

Environment Protection and Biodiversity
1| Q - mWith most grassland on private

Conservation Act 1999 P
threatened under the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act 1988P 11Q:

$_u;
1. Grasslands are still being cleared.

This has been going on since
colonial invasion.

‘ e . CAct1994 P - 1|Q7 bv tvit;vvemipy
: );=u; mol ruol;1bm] |_; haGL review. i
vit==: uorou|bom-tt<7 |_.u; b\/.m=1j]c land P
|T1_ ]u-vvt-m7 bm | - version of farmland to cropping is

system compared to, say, forests,
heathland or alpine areas.

": ov| Ju-vvt-m7 bv om bev%th:hrEcﬂh

with little legal protection.
%,
Assessment, the one program
for protecting significant areas of
grassland, is not meeting its own
targets. As the SER says, ‘The
impact of the Western Grassland
Reserve on the protection of
Ju-vvt-m7v bv tblb|;7=:

Identify, purchase, protect

m; o= |_; "
to meet state biodiversity protection
targets stands out: the Victorian
Environmental Assessment Council

;t0ofum; "lu-[;]b1l

reserve system is not enough.
Shamefully, most grasslands in public
ownership are losing their biodiversity,

vi==;ubm] =uol - t-1h o= =

and resources for ecological burns
and weed removal, as well as from
erroneously being dumped in the too-
_-u7 0-vh;]|:

land, we desperately need better
protections in this space. Developers

biodiversity conservation being given
greater consideration in decisions
involving competing public land uses.

Nowhere is this more evident than
with grasslands, often misperceived
-v ;lrl<r-7701hv o= mo
conservation value, a mindset that
needs to change.

So much grassland is being lost to
infrastructure such as intermodal

_-u7 |o frgight hubs, gopily considered

-0t;= vot-u7 -m7 uo-7
and residential or commercial

development. Not just in the big

cities, but in regional centres across

Victoria.

m7 bl=v mo| ftv] bm7b"b7t-tr

Thr_?/blnﬂi 7;vblm o= % _ot; ru;1lbn
and growth areas, overseen by the

Victorian Planning Authority, that need
improved environmental focus.

Bringing people in

Public perception of grasslands is
vital to their long-term survival. Our

-u; =otfu h;<u;-vomvo-m7 t-m7 O-mh;uv 1-m bm 1l wpllestiyetoice can get decision-

<1lt;-u= Ju-vvt-m7 0« 7obm] Imhlo;judorpd td| Ju-vvt-m7v =uom]| -

control weeds. The legislation covering

centre.

another increasing threat as farmers
feel the economic stress of climate

& conversion, are a legal
grey area that needs reform.

Other planning laws, which allow
clearing for activities such as bushfire

777 o I-h; otu Ju-vvt-m7v
-lJu-1]b7;: -m-]1bm] |_;l %o;tt bv
good first step, but we really need

flower power. Very public, very local,

in your face floral display. And all

< Sbv|bm] t-m7 ftv;thaithifgg that show we care, such

-v 7;1;m| toohbm] =;ml;v -m7 ]
signage.

We need well-funded community

education campaigns too. We need

I-m-];1;m|7 uolh ;S|u-1]|bongrasslands in the school curricula.

fencing, also need tightening.

Incentive programs to promote nature-
positive management and on-title
protections, such as covenants, should
be boosted.

Prioritisation of conservation

l=v u;lollim7-|hemvdevelopment

Protecting biodiversity, habitats
and public lands estate will require

We need to reach the culturally and
linguistically diverse communities who
live where grasslands grow. We need
citizen science events and stargazing
on the vast Victorian plains.

It is five years until the next SER

report card. With some real action

mMo%e7 % ; 1-m |[Tum -uotm7 |_;
inferior performance on grassland
lomv;u~-|bom: ); hmo% ;S-1]|t«
doit.
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Phyllodesmium macphersonae
NICK SHAW

Sighting stats assist
seeking sea slugs

1Y) $ VICTORIA'S TOP 10 SEA SLUG SIGHTING

COORDINATOR,

KADE MILLS, SHOWS

$ " $
s &

hen | mention sea slugs can ‘ ‘ ‘

drop th?" body_ and regrow a Ercolania boodleae Discodoris paroa Goniobranchus sp. 3
new one from just their head, people (Red Lace)

vi77;mtc %-m| |[oO hmo% lou; -007]|

them, and specifically how you go # # #

about finding these amazing creatures.

$_; -mv%;u bv ]b|]v |[ublh«]7 Of| hmo%bm]

% _-| <ot -u; toohbm] =ou7 -m7 -u; tbh;t«

to see, is a step in the right direction.

Now we have made the job a little ‘ ‘ .

easier for you by analysing the data

# # #

=uol otu *— ";- "tt] :mvivv: &_q;i\i;ob_ranchus epicurius Tambja verconis Polycera hedgpethi
ltov; tooh -| |_; |or e vr;1b;v =0otTm77
1ollb| |_;1 |o I;louc -m7 h;;r -m# # #

eye out for them next time you visit
| _; v_ou;tbm;4
ml; <ot =bm7 om; P-m7 trto-7 -m

bl-]; Jlo b -|tu-tbv|Q7 <ot %btt _-";

|-h;m - viI-tt v|;r |0%-u7 7bvlio”;ubm]

l.— ; j’ NN v tT]v hmo%m fo ol1 T\Verpoma haliclona Doriopsilla carneola Phyllodesmium serratum
Victoria. Our dedicated team of over

400 participants has already found

315 of them across these censuses,

with each sighting contributing to our #  The most sighted species over

understanding of these charismatic 19 Sea Slug Censuses is

cryptic creatures, some of which are Ceratosoma brevicaudatum

rarely seen. with 414 recordings
Data from across the country is now
being analysed for publication. Stay IMAGES: NICK SHAW

tuned for more slug tales.

bm7 ot| |ompa-drg.au/ 100

programs/sea-slug-census 9% 87 species sighed QN CE
350 315 " % 46 species sighted2—3 VAR
@ 70
300 ‘S
250 g_ 60 67 species sighted4—1o zl;v
200 g 50
150 £ 40
S
100 Z 20
20
178 ’ 15 species sighted101+ zl;v
12345678910111213141516171819 10 *,“ B ) L )
150 250

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 =0 100 200 200 250 200 750
Sea Slug Censuses t10;u o= vb]_Zm]v
Fig 1. Species accumulation Fig 2. Times each species sighted
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OURpeople

Reg
Elder

REG ELDER) " ) ! $ E
( Cee7 o—_"7
HAS BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN BUSHWALKS,
$$ " (s "$ -+ 1"
What are some of your first memories of nature? ( rbimbl -m7 7b7 |_bv =ou -007t]| ¢ <;-uv:
I grew up in two small country towns in New South ¢;-uv rubou |o 0°b77  %eouh;7 -v - “ottTm];;
)-t;v: $_; 0tv_7 [_; 1u;;hv7 [_; ub™;uv -mZ:fremlpmbodbdh-u7 Jo vou] of| Ct;v -m7 r

gullies were our playgrounds. We spent hours wandering % -V -m _omofu o 0; -%-u7;7 omou-uc b=;
through the bush, we never felt lost, and we observed of VNPA in 2014.
the changing landscape, the birds, the animals and the  Te|| us about a favourite experience of yours in a
il-zom: cr-uim|v -7 - Jui-| uivril] fgdbd&iParker in nature.
Il iRy ENERTR iih CENEE TETmEnEs O [Eewale vl & A great experience was in the Dandenongs while leading

concern for the environment. - 7-¢ %o-th: v % %-th:7 -tom] |_; |u-1h 0;t
How did you first come across VNPA and what kept you lu;;h - I-t; "Tr;u0 <u;0bu77 omte I;|u;v -%o-
as a member and supporter over the years? lu;;h 0;77 v[-u|;7 vbm]bm]:

me——"7 -] |_; -1; 0= "=7 -m7 - % b70% ;u¥estoppedam were entranced as we waited on the
bm|luo7t1;7 I; Jo ( %o _;m %o; -,;m7;7 | _;lUmkht=m7 tbv|;m;7 -v |_; t<u;0bu7 Iblblh;7

( rbimb1l -| ;-t;v btt;: fobm;7 -m7 |« g€am¢dtq be pn endless repertoire of amazing calls. We

% -V - 0-v; 1-Ir -| | t@-to7 % _;u; I;] |<eentuplly;had to move on and leave him to his courtship

wife Cathie Roby. We met again on a base camp over 7tZ5v:

|_i % +i-u -] -ttv uitht voom 071-15 ¢ Hyldhlid'go for a bush walk with one person who

Otv_%-th;u -m7 %b|_ -|_b;=v ;mlo‘ru-]/\} L;metﬁé)grm%yb—;

tv_%-thbm] 1z°bz;v uotr P ) Q ollb,;; -mY . '
@ellcl: - ~12° (22734 @2 P« Faoilly ~m7 @eys=iopgh @Rl it BRSsEE TS5 -0 ~iy b |-

A . r;ort; % _bt; %-thbm] -m7 r-uzlbr-Zm] bm (
%o-V -tvo bm~ot™;7 bm |u;; rt-mzm] ruof;:_LIInv7%o%ﬁTy-p9@bA. lo 0; -0t; |0 %-th | _uot]
);vl7 mi-u -11_fv -uv_ -m7 wuof;l] bm?l]yﬁlm 7 7bvltvv |_;v; bvvt;v %obl: h m o %o

Tbtt: (oul'mbvi7 Judtry zou | s -mmtd gyt Tl gEmys e 5 e b s e
%o;;him7v -] _btt -m7 - m7:7 -] -v] "HE:DPRLLe7 0; [0 %o-th -]-bm %eb|_ ¢ %b=;
tom] Otv Jubr o [_; -tt;;: $_i< %o;u; U;%°'G"F\p_m}éo-rtlh°0fr;n]1|‘éub;m7v bm otu b]_ otm|uc:

and you saw what community groups were doing to

improve the environment. What is something you have learnt from nature?

< %b=; -|_b; fobm;7 I; %b|_t;-7bm] % -thiw -fh-Z"; -mbl-tv7 0bu7v -m7 rt-m|v vtu“b";
organising base camps. Over 10 years we held an annual their untouched natural environments where they have .

% ;;hJtom] O0-v; 1-1r7 1tov; |o - v|-|; ou m+z®m-tir-@%e; ;U7 |_;< -u; 7001;7 |o ;SZmlZo
bm (bljoub-7 %b|_om; |ubr |o |_; tt; oeAMFPDRANYIS Severglyglamaged or destroyed.

supported campaigns, with a memorable one being the uo|;1Zzom o= |_; m-|fu-t ;m"buoml;m]| bv |_.
u-ttc bm ;t0otum; -| -utb-I;m| otv; |o <V-"; |-mc«uadel ;SZmlZom -m7 % _ot; ;-u|:7
-m7 -mo|_;u -| -ttv u;;h -]1-bmv| Ju-Ebm]Y bm-m7 obl:u lomv;u"-Zom Juotrv -v |_;< C]

otm|u<: m -00f| ‘e |ooh 07;u ou]-m b pteselve the envimorimént and nature.
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Frogs

bogs

and laws that do their jobs

JESSIE BORRELLE

DIGITAL
$ _
& $ "
17 " %S
! " |$ "
)y s &! (! $
LAWS
); -1lhmo%et;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv r

|_; tm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-t t-m7v
the Bidwell, Dhudhuroa, Gunaikurnai,
Jaithmathang, Taungurung and Nindi-
Ngudjam Ngarigu Monero and
recognise their ongoing role
in caring for Country.

nce upon a time there was a frog. t; |_; trbm; $u;; uo] -m7 bjv
=uo] vo vi-tt P11 bm tbogbly h@bitat. Hooves being hooves,

the impact of grazing on the frog — a

bm <otu QOu;-v| rolh;|: "I-tt;natienally threatened species — and

rttlr;u |_-m -m tm%u-rr;7 its,@gapered habitat, was deemed

0t| ftv| -v tbh;t< |o t;-"; - w¢elsdamaging to indulge. The reclusive
trbm; $u;; (Litofaverreauxii trbm; $u;; uo] v_om; - tb]_

glaring discord in theEnvironment

alpina) despite their common name, Protec ian.and Biodiversity Conservation
-u; u;7 0<¢ ;"ott|bom=v Aé?ﬁiggg)njp 110

O

you could fit at least four of them

| om -

[

threads to ponds, fens, low marshy

t-m7v -m7 |_; tbh;: $ bv ;1ofdbmit<7 m-|bom-t r-uhv -u;
niche is perfectly filled by the habitat mol| 7,vblm-|;7 Vo< - [|;uv o=
o=]_: trbm; -|bom-t -uh %orB|bu0mI m|-t "bJmb=bl-ml;= -m7
blv Tmbtt; m;|%ouh o= m-|dont-geu; mo| - <[ub]J];u= =ou 7;1bvbo
endangered Alpine Sphagnum Bogs made about their protection under the
m7 -ttb:7 ‘mv: Act. This is despite the fact Australia
. o - signs up to international agreements
This was how a mode_st amphibian which obligate us to do so.
came to be the unwitting star of a =
showdown between federal and state REVIeW of EPBC Act >
7;1bvbomJl-h;uv: $_; v|jou< o= |_ _
trbm; $u;; uo] bv om; |_-]| 'Bl_lswagﬁﬂqofvmanyexamplesthat .
the contradictions in the way our informed the independent 2020 °
nature laws are currently designed and ~ "- 11t 1] 157D % Peede<;-utc -
executed. u;"b;%v -u; - u;ttbvb|; o= |_; 1|Q: .
It is over a year since the federal S

When, in 2010, the State LNP

Government decided to regurgitate

the practice of bovine grazing in the
trbm; -|bom-t -uh tm7;u |

of flawed scientific trial, then federal

m“buoml;m|
u;t;-v; 7 |

bmbv|;u7 $-m«-

ollom%.;-t|_=

u; Vtﬁ) $_; bmbv]|;u=v u; rou|
oo 'ruolbv 7 0-1hbm] |_; m;;7

“m buoml;m| Ibmbv|;u7 $oms stnpﬂgnoubtcome -focused standards
CLb)J not S|mply reject the proposal to protéct our unique web of life
_ -lbom-t r-uh7 mo| P40 m,dep@n,@ent national regulator to
absurd Instead federal intervention o";uv;; 7;1bvbomJl-hbm]
had to focus on one of the values of « increased and adequate funding for
|_; r-uh?7 mo| |_; % _ot; ;1o0v«gdtptation that nature needs right
r-uh % -v 1u;-|;7 |Jo ruo];1]|: now.
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tbO;uv§h7

otm|-bm (Aciphyua@acialis),

Recovering alpine environment
PHIL INGAMELLS

However, draft legislation expected in
2023 has been delayed, and the bones
and muscle needed for a new body of

-|tu; t-%v O-u;tc 7;7;tor;7:
ambition and obfuscation defines the
process at present.

t-1h o=

Protecting places we love

The collective concern among

lawyers, community groups and
conservationists is that we are yet to
see any material on critical elements of
the proposed reforms.

;lbvbomJl-hbm] bm |_; [0 3¢k diedf mafional significance, they
draft documents leans too far are managed largely by the states.
towards individual ministerial The whims and priorities of state
discretion and subjectivity, as do ]Jo~
7;=bmb|bomv o= ]tm-11;r| |Q)tT,nb|Irbﬁq|v)ﬁh
on nature and community. Language
about tangible and positive outcomes
for nature is diluted in favour of -] v|-h;7 bm1tt7bm] tm7;u
[-hbm] ruol;vv;v lou; ;==blbhomb”;uvb|< u-I;%ouh?7 %o,
plain terms, putting faster decision- cannot assume that the states have
I-hbm] -_;-7 o= ]t-u-m|;;7 themational interest at heart.

ground protection of nature is not As routinely noted by VNPA and the
going to address the climate and Places You Love Alliance, the EPBC
nature crisis we are in. Act is not fit for purpose. If it were,

It should be explicit that standards extinction rates would be in decline,
require decisions to be consistent with  as would deforestation, unsustainable
the objects of the Act. To effectively agriculture, and urban sprawl. Instead,
protect nature, we need consistent since the EPBC Act came into effect
standards based on the best available  in 2000, bulldozing and logging have
science. And those standards must be  destroyed over 7.6 million hectares
upheld, no matter who is behind the of threatened wildlife habitat. Those

S o I behind the wheel of destruction faced

7;vh -] |,

m ( =v ‘e's u:"b;% v10IbvVleeRopenalty.

7U;% -||;m|bom |o |;m h;< bVietbrig has-overseen 2000 of our
rJn yV;7 =oul-tte 7;vb]m- |bm] nativg|plants,caaimals and habitats
Nbom-t m-buoml;m|-t "b]nbecome lisier:as threatened. A

especially salient. lom=otm7bm] ""~ o= |_ov;
$ : %ou7v <m-|bom-t r-uh=lg;Qubmh o= ;S|bmijbom:
incongruent reality that while these

override long-term protections for
r-uhv: )b|_

Limits of our laws

Our existing laws are extremely
tbib|;7: $_
integrity of the living web of nature

first. Too often they prioritise industry

and development and downplay the
hmolhJom ;==;1|v o= 1tbl-|
invasive species and pollution.

Nature laws should be able to adapt

to reflect shifting conditions, similar

to the changes in our natural world

— increasing bushfires and extreme
weather, expanding feral pests,
inappropriate development.

-lbom-t r-uh v|-|Tv 1-m
the safety of our most threatened

wildlife, we are failing both our duty

to honour nature, and fulfil our
international conservation obligations.

©

;uml;m|v PttStuc< -11olloFmljgamih;
[u-1hv7 to]]brmd7; 1f;m|bum]@ % _

bm|;um-|bom-t 1§IIbI|nI
sn%dr“’

;e 7om=| -t%-<v r

77bm] - m;% <|ub]];u= =ou m-|
r-uhv -m7 u;v;u”;v %o0tt7 1b"; |
Australian Government power to

|]o ruo|;1] m-|]bom-t r
;m ubvhv |o |
integrity arise.

om-t r-uhv |ub]];u7 - rc
ttlon by all members of
| - bom t -uhv fvju-tb-
was a Labor election commitment
bm |_; ;t;1|bom:
practical. But since Labor lost that
election, the commitment has fallen
off the agenda and did not appear as
a recommendation in the Albanese
o";uml;m|=v u;rou| om |_;
Review.
b| % ;u; rt] 0-1h om |_; -];m7-
=t|Tu; %; %o0tt7m=| m;;7 |0 u;-\
our threatened amphibians as plaintiffs.
If we had nature laws that considered
whole-of-landscape protection, our
tree frogs could busy themselves by
their streamside bogs, perfecting their
mating trills, warming their bumpy
I;!ép;-l}YOJrgtb“; vhbm bm |_; vim:
| v_ott7m=| 0; |_; fo0 o= - =uc
~0ot7 0-1h - _;u7 o= _oo0";v7 - u
development, a warming atmosphere.
That duty lies directly at the feet of
qui (j)lec_ted governments, and their
resporsibility to create and uphold
m-|fu; ruo|;l|bom t-%vVv |_-

7

otr

[=v to]lb1

"1t

| %00

i
)
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Art and nature
In the You Yangs

EARNS 10 CENTS TOWARDS
( =")! '$s $
NATURE

ictoria has, at long last, a

ARTISTEVA I n the spring of 2023, | led an ‘At -me< t-t]_v %o;u; _-7 -| |_; =buv| Container Deposit Scheme and
KLUSACEK ! $" -m7 -|tu;] %-th -| |_; +ot aetivity wirerewe had a go at drawing
' art of VNPA's activities program. each other in a few different ways in
ON A RECENT ‘ART P . .p N vihill_;v |o ]toyo v:m |_; m;u~;v]: nature and contributes donations to
AND NATURE' IN YOU $_ ; |_bmhbm] 0;_bm?7 10|Ole.t))l:l‘1T-J]|’ —1 ' -1 2V

charities and community groups.

and nature in one activity is that This allowed us to get a feel for e :
VNPA is registered as a charity

o0Ov;u"-]bom bv - viuom] tb,ﬂfﬁVmVﬁlgﬁg‘%d %ﬁ\ggéhffhsrﬁ(??lor f7y
the two. ' = :
. . We then progressed on to different
When we are drawing a subject, we t01-|bporgv “tom] |_: uot]_t< 'hi r-|_7
m;;7 |o |-h; |bl; Jo oOv;u”; %Jo$ A . = - -
. . pping’at predetermined locations,
mindful moments of observation 0 7Uu-% | .bm]v tbh; [u;:v7 Ou-m1_:v7
=oul; fv |o |-h; mo|bl; o= ?Ie;al\/'eg,télr arwﬁ—({)le landscape scene. B
we might otherwise miss if we were

YANGS REGIONAL PARK

Por;u-|;7 0« $ !

%o-thbm] r-v| %b|_ot] v|0rrP$mL.”; %o;u; v|btt y[bt;v om ;7;ucom;=v
. aces at the end of the activity, so
Through observation, we learn more b| v;;1;7 tbh; ;";ucom; _-7 - Ju;-|

about nature, and develop new or
renewed connections with nature.

We had a nice size group for the
activity, with a mix of people
attending. The aim was for it to be a
fun activity, with a focus of enjoying
ourselves and trying something
creative and fun.

|[bl;4 or;=tttc b|] ;mlotu-];7 |_;lI
|[o h;;r 7u-%bm]7 oOv;u"bm] -m7
practicing. And not being afraid to
have a go.
ov| blrou|-m|t<7 b| %-v - 1_-m1l; |o
share some time together in nature
and connect in a different way than
we would normally be used to.

ALL IMAGES: EVA KLUSACEK

); -1hmo%oet;7]; |_bv tol-Zom bv r-u| o=
| 3 tTm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-t t-m7v -m7
waters of the Wadawurrung
and recognise their ongoing
role in caring for Country.

K

role in caring for Country.
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partner with all three operators: North
,om; Por;u-|;7 0« (bv<Q7
Por;u-|;7 0< !;|tTumJ |Q -m7 ¥m[7,em;=tm7 robm| m;-u <ot: & Uk, (bljoub-m
t; - m - %o - <« Gare hundreds of refund points across

Collect eligible containers at your

Container deposit
scheme for nature

EVERY RETURNED CONTAINER How does it work?

How do | donate my refund
to VNPA?

_ol;7 vl_oot7 %ouhrt-1; outdddddiestiway to support us is to

clean-up champ and collect discarded
containers in your neighbourhood,

tol-t r-uhv ou bm m-|tu;:
ov| -ttlbmbtI17 Jt-vv7 rt-v|h1
<ot 1-m |-h; r-u|4 $_bv v|-|td%t77; r-r;u0o0-u7 Pl-ulomQ~7
u;l<ltbm] ruo]u-Il h;;rv % -v ppntainers between 150mL and three

litres are eligible for a 10 cent refund.

$_bv bm1tt7;v rt-v|bl vo=| Zub®iMi®¢;¢m; Pou lou;Q o=
Jt-vv O;;u Oo||t;v7 vo=| 7ubmhhUpi70r;u-jou -rrv P

alcohol sold in cans, and small fruit

- jlicegGartons.

Victoria. They include:

* Reverse vending machines:
insert containers into machine

|-h; - r_oJo o= |_; (
scan it at your refund point.

Alternative7ly, download the app:
-m

Container Deposit Scheme
ictoria from the Apple Store or
Google Play.

yivli7z " (bl -v]| _
ou|_Q -m7 u;lbv]|;u:

Association under 'Charities' and
ru;vv <";| -v -<oft|=:
At a reverse vending machine:

e: mv;u| <otu ;tb]bO0t; Oo]|t;Vv ¢

[0 0; vi-mm;7 -m7 “;ub=b;5¥ BT barcode or enter

smlotu-1;7Q: v| b= _-" TmyNpas donation partner ID
items. C2000008806.
* ;ro|v9 %-thJbm ou 7ub”; |[_uodh =99 <otu 7om-|bom:a
get your containers counted and “: 0014 see riu 1:m| 0= |_: u:=1

refunded on the spot. Best for large
loads.

* Over-the-counter: some small
businesses or organisations provide
an over-the-counter service.

-lhmo%t;7]; | _bv tol-Zom bv r-u| o=
; Tm1;7;7 |u-7bZom-t t-m7v

and waters of the Bunurong

and recognise their ongoing

%btt 0; 7om-|;7 |[o Tv: $_-mh

your support.

If you have any questions, please
emaill us atsupport@vnpa.org.au

/

\ -
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tis said that everyone loves the

o]

two years overseas, said to me when

L] & 7 Prom, and I certainly do. I have many  driving from the airport — ‘Dad, there
=om7 l;loub;v ;S|;m7bm] O-isln¢dhihg | want to do — visit the
TiiggFugl{FFé)Hlﬁ‘ll\Sﬂ =buv| "bvb| bm |_; e="ev: uol: )btt <ot 70 |_; 1bultb]| %-th |o
$ | P S8l | believe every parent is under a duty [_; tb]_[_otv; %b|_1;5= "0 )Al?tvom:v
: (&! : to introduce their children to the Prom uolom|ou« -fbom-t -uh bv "ju«
PLACES TO VISIT IN VICTORIA  and we have had many happy family special.
camps at Tidal River. One of my most But this article is about the three
rewarding experiences was when an <r-uhv=K 0¢ %_bl_ I|;-m t-m7 _;t7
adult daughter, on returning from for bushland conservation — with
fter an extraordinary 88 articles - 0-1hr-1hbm] _otb7-< o= |_Onlyhalflof thf locations covered by
over 23 years — from #204 % -th %b|_ _bv 7-1t]_];u: m Imil-uthy; % ;u; m-|bom-t rituhv: ;o0==
bm -ul_ ‘eee K ;0== tu_-1dtdtImv7 |_; ;m;u]< o= 0t v visitedmosbof the other types of
pulling up stumps on his popularPark u;rt-1;7 % b|_ =bm7bm] r-ubnult;bmbOtl|oub-9 " v|[-|[; r-uhv?
Watch 1ottIm7 ] m -uhv]: to those with less mobility. eu l;juorotb|-m r-uhv?7 =b{"; 1o-v]|-t
m ‘eee7 -=|;u l-mc¢ 7;1-7;v %omuhbtl] 10~;u;7 |_; :m|bd:-UhV[igm7 “-ubotv u;]lbom-t r-uhv7
%ob| -1uovv 0tV_ %o-thfram]the Prom in the south to nature conservation reserves, historic
ub;m7v Juotrv7 |_; -7lbmbvjl-[bom p= tuu-<7 =uol gHNY7 vVI;mbl uiviuiv -m7 lou;:
m-|bom-t r-uhv7 -v u;vb7;m|mP¢}viJbom-t -uh bm |_; Wmof|vrilb-t =;-|Tu; om mr|bom-t r-u
veQ7 -m7 omou-u< b=; ;10uv| |o |_; oS uomJO0-uh ia&anada Gesff wrote:
former solicitor Geoff Durham _btl;umJ | bto| bm |_; mou|_FhieWéeéks tourist-type time in

began writing about his visits
|]o (bl|oub-=v m-|tu-t ruo];1]|;7
areas.
Each article saw him visit a
7b==;u;m| r-uh7 7;viubObm] b|v
history, wildlife, topography,
attractions, accessibility and
other practical information to
:m_-m1l; |_:; "bvb|lou=v ;Sr;ub;m1;:
$_; =buv]| r-uh 107;u;77 -m7
returned to three times, is one of

;0===v =-"0tub]|;v7 )btvomyv
In this first article, Geoff told of

uol:

Canada, including a few days
travelling through a few parks,
and | am bold enough to subm
this ‘In Parks’ article! | am like
the visitor whose experience
of Victoria is the Phillip Island
Penguin Parade and Captain
Cook’s Cottage.

On behalf of all Park Watch
readers over the last two

7;1-7;v7 %o; |_-mh
extraordinary contribution.
;=19 $_; =buv| ] m -uhv]7

it

;0

Red Gum Triangle, St Kilda, Bunurong Country?’AUL CLIFgON

PARKwvatch <« MARCH 2024 #295

Opposite: Scorched River Red Gum,
Y<r;u=;t7 -|bom-t
Country. GEOFF DURHAM

$;;Jlu;; bm];uv7 )-m7;uvtou; "-ml|t-u<7
-uh7 )o|foO-tth Launching Place, Wurundjeri Country
ATTILIO DEMICHELI/INATURALIST

which | have been most involved, and | 7 ub;m7v7 |_bv bv - r-uh
they cover the spectrum. The first is of contrasts. Each part

Wyperfeld, the third-largest Victorian o=|_; r-uh _-v - vr;1lb-t
m-|bom-t r-uh8 |_; v;1om7 bharatef. Everuwisitis

reserved under the National Parks a new experience — the

Act, but private land owned by the place is never the same.

Trust for Nature; and the third a tiny Wyperfeld is fascinating

=u-]lI;m|] o= - I;Juorotb|-m r-andsublime.

Wyperfeld National Park

North of Rainbow and west of
or;lotm bm )o|foO-tth

Wanderslore
Sanctuary

m | 0 T Mrhis<slnctuary is ten hectares of
Wyperfeld is big — 361,770 hectares. remnant bushland in the Yarra Valley
It is part of the Big Desert that is not at Launching Place, in Wurundjeri

- 7;viul8 b _-v t-hiv % b|_ @Rinthy,-dutolinded by housing to
massive River Red Gums, but no river,  ihe east and west, farmland to the
-m7 -ttt <viut0= |_-| bv -s8QH afitfe Lilydale to Warburton
treasure. Rail Trail to the north. It was donated
A bitumen road leads to the spacious to the Victorian Conservation Trust

The middle storey includes Boobialla

| _blh;|v7 t-1h% 0077 b]_|%00
Hedge Wattle, Sweet Bursaria and

Kangaroo Apple. The ground flora

includes various native grasses.

If you ignore traffic noise, within the
triangle you can have a bushland
experience. This small area is habitat
for both Brush-tail and Ring-tail
Possums, and there are birds including

Wonga Campground in the south. Pmo% $utv] =ou -[tu;Q bm ep\pe\Pr +7t-uhv7 !-";mv7 -m7
"-m7¢< =0tuJ% _;;t 7Tub”; |u- Ahist/schoolteacher Constance | ; ]tlv -u; bm =to%;u7 oubh;;
bm1tt7; |_; ou|_J"otT|_ $u-ddlemands ‘a sanctuary reserve for t_%o-<V7| ‘u: -u: obv< bm:uv?
the campground to Pine Plains. the preservation of wildlife and native | have been dived-on when they are
$_;u; bv mo ;-v|[JI%;Vv]| |u-1hBtdmv|=: nesting. Weed control has resulted in

west, through the Big Desert, is the ‘u; bv u;l-uh-0t; 7b”;uvb natml re-paneration of native species,

uslo|; fuu-<"btt; Su-1h: "t;m Zili area with three vegetation including Red Gums. This is the only

Cypress Pine has regenerated [<r;v K u< "1t;uor_<t ou;v|7-ulro= tO;u| -uh7 |_; < ;ort;=\
naturally following extensive plantings "1t;uor_<t ou:v| m7 Ibr-ub-tm<]eo:Wm7=7 |_-| bv I-m-];7 0«
Oc|_; ubim7v 0= )cr;u=;t7 Riures a grassy-woodland ridge Victoria as bushland.

I-m-];1;m[] o= u-00b| -m7 h-mlpyoo-t mpnbm] =;um Jtttb;v -m7 _-v .

rorft-lbomv:  =i-[Tu; o= [_iy g bV PdVin ) tt-0b;v7 % oaug @f Friends

superb bird life. echidnas, possums, native rats, “1_ 0= |_:v: r-uhv _-v - “ottm]|
m l< =buv| "bvb| bm |_; «—uantichifiss, Bats and many birds. Ub m7v Uotr7 -m7 -v - ub:m7
greeted by the legendary ranger, Rudd | _-v.mo] 0;;m Ofum| melr;lofﬁr,{lycontributed to management ,
-lr0;tt: % -v |_;u; bm +—-uafi@is;iotable for the large number “m7 :m_-m1:7 I< hmo%t:7]: -m7
tlt;] u;;h7 - 1om|bmt-|bomandvriety, of fungi, including the L f L

_appreciation, but | have made friends
bm]: Uof hany dedicated and interesting
r;ort;: ;bm] - ub;m7 bv - %ou]|

Wimmera River, was in flood and filling ;S |u;l;t< u-u; $;-J|u;;
-h; u-10uth7 -m7 -7, " bHe|only fungus listed as Critically

nearly every year since then with the Endangered by the IUCN. rewarding and beneficial experience
ub;m7v Juotr: $

_; 0fv_ bv "bu|t-ttc %o;;7 Iwhich | comménd to everyone,
To quote from Wyperfeld — Australia’s [o |_; 7;7b1l-|bom o= |_; ublespeéiully retrées.
first Mallee national parkublished by over more than 25 years. Open to the ‘trbm] I-bm|-bm _;-t|_< r-uhv

public only once a year, Wanderslore is  certainly helps maintain healthy
a true bushland haven. people.
at the corner of Queens Rd and

-h;vb7; ub™; 0;_bm7 |_; f

“-t7 |_bv vro| %-v - 1-u r-u
| _; u-m7 ubS -uub™;7 bm -
it was planted with native species

to complement its feature River Red
Gums.

This was part of the Native Bushland
Regeneration project at the St Kilda

im7 o= |_; r-uh: $_;v; |u;;v
as old as the nearby famous Ngargee/
Corroboree Tree but nevertheless are
impressive. There are also Yellow Box,

-m7 - Juo”; o= );;rbm] "_;O-M

The Red Gum Triangle

VvV |_-m - _;1]-u; bm tO;u
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$0r9 | "|butbm] "tllb| $u;;: 007;7 (CemiBia'sarabiphyl@v<ttv u;;h: 007;7 ub]_|9 ;-u o:’" !I;=TANNIE|FRESTONutbm]:
ANNIE PRESTON ! ( =" *$ $&! o
$( " o1 | g L("$$ ( $! =" through the many explorable huts the only tree within the 23 hectare /
) ) ) ) throughout the region. u-mj]; o= |_; vtlib|: to%;uv
HIGH COUNTRY $ ;u;=v vo I-m< bm1lu;7b0t; MaN%a§as of the Alps, including
in the Alps. Having to survive such Triggerplants(Stylidium sp,)Bitterpeas
I =", tb™;7 bm (bl|oub- I« %o thatit Hasinspired me to implement harsh conditions in the winter means (Daviesia spand the iconic Snow
;] =7, m;%u ;Srtou;7 |_; (delrentstof this into my home that many species have developed Daisies(Celmisia sp.). O
trvi $_bv vTlliu7 % -v tflhedmbm] uot|bm;7 tbh; ;-[bm] Ou;-h=-ypecialised adaptations to survive. I highly encourage anyone of all ages
bvb| Oo|_ -ttv u;;h Pr-u| @ |¢btymiou Jobm] =ou - % -th bm m-|fUghrybs are very common, so the to explore the Victorian Alps, whether
-lbom-t -uhQ -m7 | "[butbm]{PMp: <0t 70 ou uo-7 <ot 7ub™; bmlou; |_-m ’seJ<;-uJot7 | "|bubbim]; m; ;u 0;;m ou <ot=":
Taungurung Country. the Alps includes incredible views of Summit Tree, a 51m high Snow Gum thousand times — there is something
Established in by the Cain Labor |_; t-m7v1l-r;: +oft 1-m=| _;tr |[-hbm] (Eucalyptus paucifloraytands out as |[o v;; =ou ;" ;u<om;4 \
o";uml;m| bm e-v—-7 -=|;u -rtoojdbv lomv|-m|tc4d
and hard-fought campaign by VNPA Being an extreme environment, alpine
and fellow environment groups, it ecosystems generally have a lower
comprises 647,400 hectares stretching diversity of plants and animals than
from central Gippsland all the way to o|_;u ;lovev]ilv: T| |_-|] 7o;vm=]|
the New South Wales border where it l;-m <ot 7om=| 1;] |o v;; -m -1-Ebm]
-7fobmv ovlbtvE&ho -[boMafgedthcraand fauna.
“jucom; hmo%v |_; trv -u; O_nWtry)I Pas very excited to get
=ou vhbbm]7 vmo%O0o-u7bmjg ym7-tf | _Bi v m (Fal¢w-tv
| _<"rfu bhbm] $u-1h7 -ttv u;.h Winter.Butas the seasons change, cenchroides)-m7 |_; u;l-uh-0t;
ANNIE PRESTON the place becomes a whole different t-1; 100 b(Rewoica phoenica).
world. "hbmhv % ;u; 7-ulbm] bm -m7 ot]|
The Victorian Alps have extensive ;7iU<% _;u; POtbmh -m7 <ot lbvv
_bhbm] |u-btv7 1-Irbm] vb|;y7;1-4Q% ;tm7 bm -ttv u;;h Vv-% tt;
as roads and other accommodation, Planariums(Caenoplana corulea)
allowing you to explore whichever way % _bl_ =7 m;";u v;;m 0;=ou;: ;7m
you want to. V-% - lotrt; o= vm-h;v K 0t] 7om=|
< loumbm]v bm1tt7;7 % -thWRITY i ¥py stay out of their way,
fresh air to collect water from nearby |_j«=tt v[-< ot| o= <otuv4
)i 1hmo%t:7]; |_bv tol-2om b%tr?gysoagd waterfalls, and having a There is a strong historical element
Fﬁ ' |_; tm1;7;7 lu-7bzom-t (v Eoke V[-u| %ob|_ vpl; 0 u; - h #te thle Alps/ from the land and food
" “and waters of the Taungurung hot tea or coffee before moving off votul;v |_;<ruo”b7;7 =ou |l-mc buv|
> and recognise their ongoing _bhbm] =ou |_; 7-<: "|-u|bmNations peepleskte the various other
" role in caring for Country. way was so refreshing, yet relaxing, land uses over the years, evident

i<l _< "rtu $u-1h |0%-u7v 7lomvomvANKN|ZPRESTONI;; h:
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OURpeople

-U; %0 ;tt |lO b1l -;t

tt,u K - ],m|t; Jb-m]|

for forests

Il the of the team at VNPA were bl -;t %-v uolh
deeply saddened by the news of solid — staunchly
| 5 7;-]_ o= u bl_-;t ;tt;uconmniitted;tb
died unexpectedly and peacefully just the scientific
shy of his 78th birthday on 22 January.  truth, and
bl -:t=v 1-u;;u -v - =ou;vobggywas
scientist and forest ecologist was long ~ 90Ing to sweet-
-m7 vi1ll;vv=tt: ; % ouh;7 |fb'11 1bhlo -
years in academia, both in Australia position he had
and Canada, where he had been a mo| “jub=b;74
Professor Emeritus at the University bl -;t %o-v -
o= ub|bv_ ottlOb-: ou]|tngenetousteagher
tv7 bl_-;t fobm;7 ( -v -amndlroenjor.
-m7 vtrrou|;u bm e—eu: m He spenttime
years since he built an incredible explaining forest

legacy — one we are honoured to be ecology to many,
part of. with patience

‘uv7 b1 andgenjleness. This same manner

bh; lov|] m-|tu; to” ) X
| | would of course have characterised

passion for the outdoors was borne

=uol |_; ;m7t;vv _otuv _;= : . 1
bil;uv:7 bm m-|tu:: ; %o-v _thyough to his supervision and

0fv_%-th;u7 - lotm|-bm 1tdfgATGPyNs many students, but
1:

to™;7 vhbbm] -m7 h-<-hbm .
bl -t _-v 1-7: -m ;mouloT\;I’hehorrorsofAustrallanforestry

contribution to the protection of

nature in Victoria at VNPA. His service
on the Conservation and Campaigns
Committee, of which he was co-

deep love of the forest environment
fuelled a sense of moral indignation
dvcgjtra e, that drove him to

lom™;mou -m7 ( =v otmlb yb m l-m< 7:1-m7bm] -
2013, was invaluable, as was his > . ’ .
uiru:v:ml|-|bom om |_: -uhvSI uhﬁneg s high-pressure projects
-’ttv’|c') o| - $u-1h:|,-h' ot ehalf of the forests. He was

. pestfstent in his advocacy for forests
Committee.

bl_-;t %-v -tvo bm~“ot";7 bmspectand hope to mirror.
supporting and contributing to many
campaigns over the years including
7ub”;v =ou m;% m-|bom-t r'alﬁaﬁis\fass"sien meant long hours of
astheAIps_anQOtwayRanges, and % ouh =ou tom] r;ubo7v:
he was active in the endless forestry

wars. well as a gentle human being.
bl_-it _-7 vo I-mc %om7;u=g§ _.,-

characteristics that enhanced wife Evelyn, to all of us and to the

both his personal and professional forests and mountains he loved. His
relationships. The first of these was contribution to nature protection will
-1-7:1b1 bm|;Jubl<: bl_-;t %enMnudio live on.

academicof the highest integrity.

Nothing was ever woolly, guessed

ou ;v|bl-|;7: ; %-v - vlib;m
scientist. In a world of compromised
studies, purchased opinion pieces Matt Ruchel, VNPA Executive
and self-serving endorsements of Director & Gerard McPhee, VNPA
conveniently selective evidence, Councillor

V]ZV .
ill tJe sorely missed.
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- 7hi 1 s to undergraduate classes

s0'to many irrthe forest movement.

practice, the misrepresentation of such

7;"-v|-|bom -v <vlb;m|b=bl

m¥po @] bm |_

and other special places — a trait we all

ou <;-uv bl _-;t %o-v |_; <
ruvom om =ou;v| -m7 =bu

forest activist and scientific source, as

vV r-vvbm] bv - Ju;:

$ -mh <ot bl -;t7 =ou <o
<boTu % bv7ol -m7 <otu hm

Welcoming new
staff

W e welcomed three new staff in
important positions over the
last few months.

Brendan Kelly joined us in late

= mbm g1, raellbom o= bm-m1;
r;u-|lbomv -m-J;u: ; _-v o";u
“e ¢;-uv= :;Sr;ub;m1; bm bm-m1l; -m7

IT and has spent the last eight years

Earlier in 2023 we welcomed our
new accountant Michelle Klaric.

bl ;tt; -v 0-1hJuotm?7 bm =bm-m1lb-t

and commercial roles across a wide
range of sectors, including at the Royal

] &Zjlillg,rgn's Hospital and mental health
. hhpd gl p.om, oul-mbv-[bom "triu ub;m7:

In December we were joined byMatt

. %mall =vjuttm7u-bvbm] S;1t|b";:

brings over 20 years of fundraising
experience and a passion for

empe\ye iag people to protect nature.
| : bvT ulb=b;7 tTm7u-bvbm]

P ' Q -m7 %bmm;u o= -
Institute of Australia award for
innovation.

+ | %tohgr news, we wish Nature
ool s Coordinator,Maddy
> RRiehlk of o

k, all the very best as she
heads off on a year of parental leave.
Her replacement is a returning face,
Nicole Mertens, previously ReefWatch
Project Officer.

b1l -

; mo|J=ouJruo=b]| v;1|ou;

Jeff Nottle retires from PICS

fter 10 years of leadership with
the Phillip Island Conservation

"olb;|l< P  "Q7 ;== ol]lt;

down from his role as President. His
tireless efforts are well deserving of a
good wrap.

Locals have long battled to protect
our precious Western Port and
Jeff has been a champion for
the betterment of

its wetlands. Jeff is

passionate, dedicated

-m7 hmo%t;7];-0t;:
Of his many

achievements, a standout

was his election as chair

of the Preserve Western

Port Action Group, a

subgroup of PICS set

up in response to the

State LNP Government
announcing the industrialisation
of Western Port. With the Port of

Anniversary Community Environment
Award ‘for resilience in the face of

_ repeafed attémpts to destroy the local

environment at Western Port.

m7 % -| -m ;Sb|4 m |_;
his last day as PICS President and
delivering a Western Port presentation

|o I510;uv? ;7;u-t m~buom
bmbv|;u7 $-m«<- tbO;uv;h

the rejection of the Port
of Hastings Renewable
Energy Terminal due to

ubvh< % ;|t-m7 blr

This is further validation
of the Western Port
protection movement
that now exists and

which Jeff helped to
foster.
( _ -V %ouh;7 1t

with Jeff and PICS on
many campaigns to protect Western
Port, the most recent being in the

-v|ibm]v vt-|;7 |o 0; tv]|u-tdewrblpmentand advocacy of the

biggest container port, Jeff led the
successful four year long campaign.

In his 2015 Bass Coast Citizen of the

);v|;um ou| -< u-l;%ouh
with Save Western Port and the

);vl;um ou| bovr_;u; oftn

+;-U -%o-u77 |_; -<ou Vv|-|;79e wish Jeff all of the happiness

Jeff has worked tirelessly to promote
the significant natural assets Bass
Coast has to offer, with a view to

preserving our coasts, flora and fauna

for the community to enjoy into the
future.

the Environment Victoria 50th

=ou _bv =f|tTu; -m7 |_-mh

dedication to protect Western Port
now and into the future.

Shannon Hurley, Nature
Conservation Campaigner

‘ . . Inthe next -uh )-| lwe will celebrate
m “ee—7 _; %o-v fobm]tc -%0 -Hd odtstanding contribution of Mark

Rodrigue from Parks Victoria

$ -mhv |[o tom]J|;ul Otvbm;v)

he Wilderness Shop in Box Hill

has closed down after 43 years
in business. Over the years, VNPA
members have benefited from gener-
ous discounts on outdoor gear, and
fabulous in-store events at their for-
mer premises in Carrington Road and

S:;1t|b"ybm1; +——u bm )_b|;_ouv; !pgfd

tm7u-bvbm] v]jou;=v 1tovtu; bv r-u| o= ha¥ing Mofe tinetat home. So, despite
ttm7<=v r-|_ |o u;|bu;l;m|

ltov;7: -mc ( I;10;uv -m

supporters have had the pleasure of
joining these wonderful, guided nature

-m7 % -thbm] |[otuv o™;u |_;

The tours had required Jenny to be
away from home regularly, and during

- having thoroughly enjoying sharing

); |_-mh | _;I =ou |_; I-mc< «;natare experiences with so many

of offering fantastic service to VNPA
members and wish them well as they
find more time for their own outdoor
adventures and other interests.

Jenny Lawrence fromGippsland High
Country Tours has advised us that
after 32 years, her business has now

enthusiastic clients over the year, it
was time for a change in direction.

ymme<e lom|[bmt;v |o %ouh
-uhv (bl]joub-7 Of|] 1-m m

ease her way towards retirement.

$ -mhv ;mm< =ou <otu I-u

virrou| o= ( 4

| % 0J<;-u Ou;-h =uol |o
, Jenny found she rather enjoye
Jenny found she rath d

OURpeople

Honours for
Leon and
Gidja

T e e rnsaniion

in the 2024 Australia Day Honours
l’trH{/|T%ob| | -%-u7 o= |_: :
m L

7 -t
7;u o= Ttv|u-tb- P QI

the General Division; for service to
conservation and the environment.

on Costermans— botanist,

V., .
ologist, author and former academic.
Leon has also contributed as a leader
of various nature-based activities

for VNPA and is an Honorary Life

cbv Tu< %ottt hmo%om -v

| 7 -] _ou o= 1-mc< =-0ftotv Ooc
including Stories beneath our feet,

oExglering the geology and landscapes of
Victoria and surrounds, Trees of Victoria
and adjoining areaand Native treesand
shrubs of south-eastern Australia.

Gidja Lee Walker — ecologist, educator
lodmlz W bv|: b7f- bv % :tt hmo%
the VNPA team, lending us her
“7;'1|Qt°d‘]'bl-t hmo%t;7]; -m7 ;Sr;u
on many occasions, particularly on
_bl|z0u r;wy-bmbm] |Jo |_; oumbr
Peninsula and Western Port regions.
We are also very fortunate to have
Gidja as a most engaging presenter on

-] tu; "|;%-u7v ruoju-I:

v virroul|;uv

Above: Leon CostermansEUCALYPT AUSTRALIA/X.
b7f- )-th;u
y (0]

r-ul|J|bl; =ou
0% O0;]bm |o
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OURpeople

2004 to an accidental

Vale BOb =bu;: -uhv (bl|loub-=v
refusal to allow the lodge
Ste eI to be rebuilt was made
especially bitter by their
proposed scheme for

et fltert 7;7;torl;m|v om |_; -ttv
[lo o]|_-1 Ju-1h:
00 "|;;t fobm;7 ;t0o1um ;Bob started doing less

tTv_%-th;uv bm e—ue7 or;%bm]m7 %-thbm] 01| lou;
up a new world in nature that he 7-< %o-thv -m7 0-v; 1-lrv:
ttblhtc 1-1; |o to™;: Tv_ % -tHewas veyweell set up
t;7 |o 00=Vv -%-u;m;vv o= |forbasg damping with
for conservation, and as a result he extra tarps for shelters
fobm;7 ( bm «—u’: 00 -m 7and %miortable chairs.

strongly opposed to a plan to develop -mcr;ort; u;l;10;u
a hotel on the Prom — something that his specialty, apple pie
VNPA was leading the opposition to. looh;7 bm _bv 1-Ir 0o";m:

The campaign was successful, and Bob There was always enough
maintained his VNPA membership until  to share.

his death. Throughout his life Bob

Bob travelled extensively in Australia viut]]t;7 %b|_ |_; Ot-1h

-m7 o";uv;-v: Vv - 0tv_ % -thdog of,depression nipping

%-th;7 bm I-m< r-u|v o= (b lgtdistheelanOuring times

t;7 I-m«< |ubrv =ou |_; ;t0o fwhen;his fitness declined,
Tv_%-th;uv: ou - % _bt; _;hé&staydd;idvolved with

in Wangaratta and explored the 0tv_%-thbm] O0< _-"bm]

Warby Ranges extensively, using this volb-t %-th t;-7;uv ubm]

hmo%et;7]; |o t;-7 %-thv |_;hin sotthat he could meet weight lifted off his mind. Bob passed
00=v I-bm to"; % -v |_; o]othe]grdup for lunch, and Bob also away peacefully with his sisters by his

Plains, where he was a frequentvisitor ~ vr;m| It1_ |bl; -uotm7 |_; sV

|lo |_; )bthbmvom 07];7 -==SHddio Breydor.

Doug Pocock

Bob was VNPA member for an incredible
60 years, and also made the thoughtful

hmo%m -v <)bthc=: Later in life Bob had a couple of
00 7b7 I-m«< Jubrv |o )bth «7fabsnahtfaftdr m diagnosis with
%oouh r-u|b;v7 vhb |[ubrv -mpantreatiodader: kis doctor saw it
- 0tV_%-thbm] 0-v;: 00 -||fiM@préscribe him with Dying with decision to leave a gift to VNPAin his
[-m< %ouhbm] 0;;v ou]-mb v Digrity medication. | saw him in his Will. We would like to thank Bob for his
|_; O0tv_%-thbm] lolltmb|< tmv] 7-<v -m7 % ; _-7 - tom] dorttibution to the bushwalking and
r-uh u-ml];uv7 -m7 tbh; vo |wasifhpiessed by his attitude and conservation community, and pass on

7;7-v|-];7 0< |_; tovv o= )bthaurage, and it seemed he had a our sincere condolences to his family.

Le acy trees u|z answers fingertip. River Red $_; | -Ib]f; b-m|7
gacy Q Gums can get to an [_: %b7;v] hmo% m [u;; bm
from p. 4 impressive girth, though, Victoria. NATIONAL TRUST OF
1. b) $_; %oott< tTm7,uvb7; o= t-m hg'f? Some trees in AUSTRALIATFACEBOOK
C ATy - - . ) - ictoria measuring

, ;,I g/ U’GVOdth'h’l'Ot mh;|: o massive 14m e, "|uE:t:1hb T

. False.Snow Gums do grow in alpine circumference. populations have been

areas covered in snow throughout winter,
0f] |_;< -tvo Juo% bm rt-1;v |6 aTeeGeebungis
u;Jtt-utc 107;u;7 bm vmo% 7 tbh;enfemic tq Victpria

| ot; -m7 u-lrb-mv P -ub% ;u7andcan be found from
-lbom-t -uh: $oot-m]b -luovv |o |

decimated and fragmented
by widespread timber
harvesting and habitat
destruction. They are now

3. Yellow-bellied Gliders cut V-shaped Baw Baw. largely restricted to small
bmibvbomv bm|o -mm- f1 |u7;vTue. Wkilst gome vi-m7v bm.:-ul r-77olhv
on their sap. [0%;ubm] ]b-m|v tbh; and along roadsides.

4. They are all giant legacy Mountain Ash otm|-bm v_ 1-m Juo% 10. Sweet Bursaria is

trees, between 200-400 years old. over 100m tall, the integral to the lifecycle

5. False. otm|-bm v_ mo| omtc¢ |orv g’j,b?b‘(/q”?J otm|-bm of the Eltham Copper
as tallest tree in Victoria, it also has the rey Gum grows up to 65m. Butterfly . Adults lay their eggs on the

t-ul;v| 1bulti=;u;m1;7 %b]|_ |8.;d) !'+TbJuegmO-uhv -u; hmo% m =ou rpotsiand pteps bf Sweet Bursaria. When
Giant measuring a whopping 18.85m =tuuo0% ;7 0-uh -m7 =oulbm] tb]nhe [anGgedmatch, ants guard them and
lbultfl=;u;ml;: $_-| %o0Tt7 |-h; -Theyitypically have white flowers, but in return the ants get to feed on sugary

11 people to circle the tree, fingertip to vol;|bl;v _-"; rbmh =to%o;uv: t-u”-; v;1u;|bomv Pt-u"-; rooQ:
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BOOKreview

] | _; Tub]||;uv o= (bl|oub-]Jv va

Wildlife of Victoria’'s South-West: A
Guide to the Grampians-Gariwerd, features of critical
Volcanic Plains, Melbourne and habitat ranging from
Surroundsby Grant Palmer and Jules old growth forest
Farquhar and grasslands to
CSIRO Publishing, 2024, 416pp, ISBN  waterways, wetlands
—eyetyy'e’e”e and the use of
habitat corridors and
supplementary habitat

by information on

f you love to read about native
animals and their natural habitat then

. - . . - elements.
you will enjoy this detailed overview of _
“ yr;lb;v bm1tt7bm] I-1l-tv-plgyym7 -utf_-u
-m7 l-ubm; I-1I-tv bmltT?;?Qﬂ‘?"pd'Eﬁﬁafj?rW'th

reptiles and amphibians. Each species ~ Useful descriptions

profile has a clear map and photo of the ecological
accompanied by a good description of ~ Vegetation types

their appearance, distribution range, -luovv (blfoub-=v

t;vv o= - 7-<r-1h
companion. At just over

- hbtoJu-I bm % ;b]_|7
it is less of a portable

field guide, despite the

excellent information

it provides. Some

tighter editing and clear
abbreviations in the

species descriptions

would shave off

almost 20 per cent of

| _; 0Oooh=v vbE;: $_b
% 0tt7 I-h; b| lou;
appealing for field use

and competitive against

conservation status, habitat, ecology vot|_J%;v| u;]bom bm1ltt7bywalhdmérous smart phone apps now

-m7 |_;bu h;<tol-|bomv:

While similar to other field guides

bm | _bv u;vr;1|7 |_bv Oooh

further, providing a good overview
of the main impacts on threatened

species. Impacts covered range from

habitat loss, changes in land use,
disease and predators to the weeds,
=bu; -m7 1tbl-|; 1_-m];:

wildlife found within them. There are available.
recommendations for areas to visit

¢ @iq[in personal exploration of the Overall, this guide is avery interesting
amazing wildlife found in this region. read, one you can enjoy at home to

| |_; 0-1h o= |_; ]tb7: - 1_|efrlﬁ‘ta\5’9‘ft the interesting habitats,

o= vr;1b;v bv ruo“b7;7 |o |ui-'1”h7é’olfﬂ;_v -m7 -mbl-tv o= (bl]c
discoveries. south-west while planning your next

v ]tb7;000hv Jo |_bv by lo2uLadygniure.

ottakd; 7-bu ou 1-Ir 1_-bu 0o ohSermBlair, NatureWatch Coordinator

tTm =-1|v -m7 =-ulb

Sensational Australian Animalsy
Stephanie Owen Reeder, lllustrated
by Cher Hart

CSIRO Publishing, 2024, 64pp, ISBN

—eve'vu'euv-"*

I =<t _-7; =-1]Jto"bm] hb7ysdtReseGdithds to help them stay
=-1bt<7 | _bv Oooh %btt ]bﬂ;|d]_;;||_;u =ou v-=;|«5 7b7 m

plenty of opportunities to learn new
things about wildlife that they can
tell everyone about

at the dinner table for

% ;;hv: tt-tt<7 b= <ot
_-"; -mbl-t to"bm] hb7v
in the family, they will

love learning new things

about Australian wildlife

|_-1 1_i<-u; tmtbh;t< |o
have heard anywhere

else.

Beatrix said 'This is an

-l-Ebm] Oooh =T1tt o=
facts and pictures. Some

of the pictures were very

=tm: tbh;7 |_-| b] %-vVv
bright and colourful.

b7 <ot hmo% |_-| ftv|u-tb-
‘gulp in air from the surface of the
water, store it in their swim bladders,
and then release it in a series of
high pitched farts — accompanied by
bubbles' and that it is believed they

|_-] fm|bt wu;-7 |_bv Oooh:
people all about it at my next dinner
r-ul<4
< =-"ofubl; |_
-0ot| |_bv Ooo
how it compares
the world of sight,

sound, smell, _fl-m t-u<m8 -m7 - 0bu7 v<ubm
taste and touch of |_; 0Oooh 70;v mo| V_< -%-< =uo
Australian wildlife words, but explains them in fun and

with these senses i==;1|b"; %o-<vQ:

in humans. When
explaining the
%o0ut7 o= |-hb
and hearing sound
there is a simple
illustrated diagram

of a human ear, the  Caitlin Griffith and Beatrix (aged 10)

This comparison between humans and

%obt7tb=; I-h;v |_; 1om]|;m]| u;t-]
n}) t also shows that humans are

animals too, and just how similar we

are to our local native wildlife.

PARKwvatch <« MARCH 2024 #295



ILLUSTRATION © RENEE TREML ILLUSTRATION © TRACE BALLA

wiLDfamilies EXPLORER'Sorner
- Explorer's Gorner ™=

L3

I

I% TIPS & TRICKS FOR GETTING INTO NATURE & ’

FOR EXPLORERS OF ALL AGES s _:," b
vt s+ &1& 1$$S1"$ $ (S od:
b A ' TLMIs (148 ) 8 "8 YA
t7 t;]-1< Ju;;v 1-m 0; =otm7 ub]_| -1uovv (bl|oub-: "ol;7 tbh; |_; ofm|-bm v_7 -u;

Bursaria, are not much taller than a person. Regardless of their height, legacy trees are old. They have a history. They
remind us of what once was.
;u; -u; vol; t;]-1¢ |u;;v <ot Ib]_| tbh; |o “bvb|: )_;m <ot =bm7 |_;17 |-h; vol; |bl; |o -0v
your surroundings. Imagine what the tree might have experienced since it was a seedling.

Mountain Ash Eucalyptus regnans

¥
‘

$ ; -m7;mom] !'-m];v -|bom-t -uh
. is a great place to admire majestic
o - otm|-bm v_: m; o= |_; |-tt;v] Ju;;v bm
:' .. Lo ®eeccenc®’ the world. To find an old giant, head out
. oot om - 0tv_%-th bm vol; o= |_; ot7;u -u;-v
° o= |_; r-uh tbh; "_;uOuooh; ou;v|:

Snow GUMEucalyptus pauciflora

R obm] =ou - _bh; bm |_; trbm; -|bom-t
o -uh bv - Ju;-| %-< |0 -rru;1b-|; "mo%o
Tlv: t-1;v tbh; $_; tt==-m7 | 0%b]|]|

are good spots to search for a legendary
Snow Gum, plus beautiful places for a
Otv_%-th: +ot 1-m -tvo tooh =ou - t;]-1«
"mo% tTIlv -| | -1;7om:

IMAGES: NICK SHAW, KADE MILLS, SHEK GRAHAM, IAN

Colour me sluggy! : Sweet Bursaria

J

-mcv;- vtt]v ];| |_;bu lotoetuv =
the food they eat, which helps them s\ . Download the

Bursaria spinosa

Sweet Bursaria is

Tree Geebung
Persoonia arborea

blend in and hide from predators. S]SI up?erbﬁsﬁ_ ?Ia! widespread across Spread from Toolangi
Victoria, so you across to Baw Baw,
> they can steal green energy- sheet, and our %oom=| -~ 1o vi-ul_ Tree Geebung is
producing pigment from the seaweed fl‘!" s _Of for long to find confined to a fairly
they eat. Wild Families it. They are quite small area of Victoria.
activity sheets variable, growing t] 7om=]| t;| |_-| v]o

Use the number guide to colour in
this slug, aVerconia haliclona.

vnpa.org.au/

from a small shrub
at Im highupto a

you from searching

=ou om;4 ;-7 oft]|

O bmh ' Light blue plchfemikEs small tree over 10m for a wander at
high. You can search Wirrawilla Rainforest
.Brown . -uh Jus; for large old Sweet )-th bm $oot-m]b ou
Bursaria in forests near 7- $u;; )-th bm 7-
. Light green ' Purple % Daylesford or at the and search for an old

Geebung amongst the

Royal Botanic Gardens
bm ;tO0Oofum;: |0% ;ubm] otm|-bm
Ash forest.
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n Yes I'll help protect Victoria’s old legacy trees!

$30 $50 $100 $500 $1,500 $
My choice
I'd like to make this a monthly donation (please tick)
All donations over $2 are tax-deductible.

A tax receipt will be issued to the address below.

Name

Address

Phone Email

Cheque/money order payable to ‘Victorian National Parks Association’ is enclosed

Visa Mastercard
Card number Expiry /

Name on card Signature

Post: return this form in the reply-paid envelope provided

Online: vnpa.org.au/legacy-trees

Or scan here to
Call the VNPA team: (03) 9341 6500 donate online

Many supporters just like you have made the generous decision to leave a gift in their Will to VNPA, to protect nature for
generations to come.

[ ] Please send me information about leaving a gift to VNPA in my Will. [ | 1 have already included a gift to VNPA in my Will.

VICTORIAN
NATIONAL PARKS
ASSOCIATION

Be part of natwe



