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Glorious grasslands
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Go wild in our voleanic grassy plains
THERE'S SO MUCH TO DISCOVER IN THE SURPRISING WORLD BELOW YOUR KNEES!

IMAGES: JO LYNCH, EMILY SCICLUNA, JAMES NILAND, ADRIAN MARSHALL

What to look for on a grassland wander

Grasslands are interesting places to visit, especially in spring! You can find grasslands to the west of Melbourne, in places
like Isabella Williams Memorial Reserve in Deer Park or Evans Street Grassland in Sunbury. Next time you go for awalk in a
grassland, here are some things your family can try:

- Count how many insects you
{...,... Search for every colour of the rainbow * find along your walk - do you
" in the grassland. Take a photo of see any butterflies, native bees
each colour and put them together to or wasps?
make a rainbow picture.

: s Have alook for cracks o
1 and holes in the soil zjj""" Bend down and & @
and draw a picture of look very closely -,
the animals you think - how many : =% Count how many
might live in them. different plants different types of

can you see? flowers you can find.
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Kangaroo Grass
Plains Yam Daisy
Matted Flax-lily
Blue-banded Bee
Fat-tailed Dunnart
Golden Sun Moth
Short Wallaby Grass
Rough Spear Grass
Blue Pincushion
. Purple Diuris
. Button Quiail
. Swamp Everlasting
. Creeping Bossiaea
. Eltham Copper Butterfly
. Grassland Earless Dragon
. Cryptogamic crust
. Yam Daisy bulbs
. Striped Legless Lizard

. Golden Sun Moth larvae
(feeding on Wallaby Grass)

20. Wolf Spider

21. Fat-tailed Dunnart
(hiding in a burrow)
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Where are our wildflowers?

Most of Victoria’s grasslands have been
destroyed for grazing, cropping and
housing. A tiny 1% have survived.

One of the biggest threats to grasslands

today is new houses being built over
them.

A grassy poem

Billy-buttons are yellow
Blue-devils arem

If you look closely at grasslands
You'll find their colours, too.

N rries are

Grasslands bloom in Spring'”"'
Including fluffy Feather-heads.

Chocolate-lillies
Greenhoods are

You'll see what we mean!
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Be part of nature
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