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The forests of the central west are truly special. Turn to page 4-13

for our feature on the recent developments for their protection.
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The Victorian National Parks Association acknowledges
the many First Peoples of the area now known as
Victoria, honours their continuing connection to,
and caring for, Country, and supports Traditional
Owner joint-management of parks and public land

Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. We offer
our respect to Elders past, present and future.
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Big trees — little protection
A major event

Not so fast

Wishing, waiting

s MPH [MRHW ERH ¥EXXIRIH JSVIWXW
the new normal?

Time to hang on to the wild

Fire management needs some open scrutiny
Regulating our forests

NatureWatch news

Introducing our new
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Mystery in the shallows

Special Species: Heath Mouse

In Parks: Wyperfeld National Park
Sea Slugs by the seashore
Tribute: lan Harris
Acknowledgement: Don Marsh

Thanks and farewell to Charlotte
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Explorer's Corner:
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There has been much excitement
following the state government’s
announcement of the creation of
new national parks and conservation
reserves in the central west of
Victoria. After years of campaigning,
dating back to the 1990s, the VNPA
and many community partners
welcome these announcements.

The 18-month delay in the
government response to the
Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council’'s (VEAC) recommendations,
however, has not resulted in a
satisfactory result. While most of

the proposed parks in the Wombat
Forest area will be established,

XLIVI LEZI FIIR WMKRMDG%

made to the proposed protection
of the Wellsford, Mount Cole and
4]VIRIIWDJISVIWXW

Astonishingly, areas acknowledged to
have conservation values worthy of

REXMSREP TEVO WXEXYW

to the rapacious greed of the forestry
industry, and be subject to clearfell
logging before incorporation into
parks at some time in the future.
The ancient, precious and rare trees
of Wellsford Forest will continue

to be at risk from inappropriate
uses. As a consequence, VNPA

will need to continue our vigilance
against inappropriate intrusions and
advocate for protection of these
special places. Please go to pages
4-13 for a full explanation from
SYVDWXEJJ

VNPA has been engaged in the
updating of the Victorian Code of
Timber Production. Thousands of
small changes have been proposed
to this code, which provides the
guide to how forestry should be
conducted. It is one thing to try to
obtain a modern and environmentally
sensitive code, but another for this
code to be faithfully followed. More
details are provided on pages 16-18.

Inappropriate developments in our
national parks continue to put pressure
on natural values. Interests from the
tourism industry, aided and abetted

by government tourism departments,
seem to assume that national parks

are unused, wasted land, for which they
are entitled to appropriate for their own

The VEFN and the VNPA are not happy
with what should be a symbiotic
relationship with Parks Victoria.

What we do not need is a volunteer
management system that discourages
committed citizens from helping our
parks. Overly legalist and bureaucratic
approaches will be counterproductive.

aRERGMEP KEMR 8LI] SZIWrHatSe wahtlislgodsl planning and
XLEX WTIGM=aG PIKMW P E X Mnairagemmént & SuQd@idetvalibh estate

the land in perpetuity for conservation
purposes. The International Union
for the Conservation of Nature
regards National Park status as the
highest level for the protection of

land for conservation. The land is

not uncommitted or “vacant”. Turn to

a&es 24-25 for more.
X GLERKIW

Volunteers have been working to
protect nature in Victoria since at
least the 1880s and their efforts are

with good facilitation of volunteers in
a collaborative manner to help citizens
make worthwhile contributions.

Victoria recently experienced
unprecedented wild gales and storms
which wreaked widespread damage
on forests in parts of Gippsland, the
Dandenongs and around Macedon
Ranges (see pages 22-23). As well
as the loss of giant old trees, local
infrastructure such as walking tracks

VI¥IGXIH MR XLI IWXEFP Mt QritbBes havk been destroyed. For

our many protected areas, national

parks and Frien [ .Asa

o S RN
provides much volunteer support
JSV TEVOW
the entire community and to the
tourism industry. VNPA facilitated
the establishment of many Friends
groups and this network evolved into
the Victorian Environmental Friends
Network (VEFN).

In Victoria, environmental volunteers
provide for free over 20 different types
of support, often based on members’
professional and technical knowledge,
including planting, weeding, citizen
science, public events, management
advice, grant writing, planning input
and interpretation.

This year Parks Victoria has
developed a new Volunteers Manual.
Unfortunately, it introduces a ‘one

example, in the Dandenong Ranges
National Park Sherbrooke Forest, it will
take years to replace essential bridges,
which will prevent many locals and

[LMGL MW E RiistdrsXod 8njoying popular nature

walks in the forest. Lack of resources
provided by the government to Parks
Victoria is again impacting their ability
to properly maintain existing park
infrastructure. VNPA has called on
the government to provide one per
cent of revenue to properly fund parks
statewide. To support VNPAs campaign,
please contact your local member to
advocate for improved funding for
4EVOWD:MGXSVME

The VNPA Council and staff are very
grateful for the generosity of our loyal
supporters and donors who make our
nature conservation work possible. Our

IRH SJ s RERGMEP ]IEV JYRHVE!

have been met despite the impact of the

WMAL aXW EPPm W]WXIQ J%ﬁ%ﬂ%&?%ﬁf&%gﬂémgﬂe

in the parks estate that goes beyond
standard legal requirements and

will create barriers for volunteer
recruitment and involvement.

behalf of Council and staff, | sincerely
thank you for standing with us

Bruce McGregor, VNPA President
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The forests of the central west of Victoria are |

ETA 1« |*11,D  €%ASEY: %o, 1oV |V 9A1!]

Over 370 rare and threatened native plants and animals call them home. They are places of connection to Country
for First Nations peoples, and they are space for the entire community to experience nature. These landscapes
protect the headwaters of important rivers and are critical in easing the impacts of the climate crisis.

That’s why 60,000 hectares across the Wombat, Wellsford,
Mount Cole and Pyrenees forests was recommended for permanent protection.

Two years after the expert recommendations were made, the Andrews Government
committed to three new national parks.

Wombat-Lerderderg National Park (near Daylesford)
Mount Buangor National Park (near Beaufort)
Pyrenees National Park (near Avoca)

And a network of regional parks and other conservation reserves, all totalling 50,000 hectares of bushland protected.

8SKIXLIV [ImZl LIPTIH FVMRK MRXS I\MWXIRGI XLI QSWX WMKRMaGERX E#
This is a win for Victorians who can enjoy these new parks knowing their natural values are protected — forever.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this impressive outcome.

{MXMSR XS SYV TEVOW IWXEX|I MR SZIV E HIGEH

PHOTO: JUSTIN CALLY

A young Powerful Owl, one of
over 370 threatened species in
the forests of the central west.

NEW NATIONAL PARKS FOR VICTORIA!

EXECUTIVEDIRECTORMATT RUCHELAND DIGITAL CAMPAIGNERESSIEBOGRELLE
EXPLAINHOWTHE RECENTANNOUNCEMENT IS..COMPLICATED.

It was an overcast Thursday morning, shaping up to be a

very ordinary (COVID-normal) work day — until we received
an unexpected call. Our state Environment Minister was All'in all, the Andrews Government announced it accepts
EFSYX XS sREPP] XEFPI E VIWTSRWI M H Arigcjpie \PEAQAaRtR ingeartx/p pf 77 recommendations
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council's (VEAC) made in VEAC'S Central West Investigation Final Report.
Central West Investigation.

The big picture:

They are committing to creating the new
Wombat-Lerderderg National Park, Mount Buangor
National Park and Pyrenees National Park, along with
other parks and reserves, including a new regional park
at Wellsford near Bendigo. The response was formally
tabled in Victorian Parliament on 24 June 2021.

The contents of their pending response, like the reasons
for the 18-month delay in its delivery, were a mystery to

us. All the pressure our supporters, staff and community
had applied over those long months had so far resulted in
nothing but scripted non-answers from the environment
department. We didn't know if they would accept all, some,
or none of the expert independent recommendations to
create new national parks across 60,000 hectares of native
forests and woodlands in the state’s central west.

As Victoria confronts alarming rates of ecosystem
HIGPMRI
climate change, the intention to create new national parks
could not come at a better time. Permanent protection is
8LI UYMIX QSRXLW EJXIV XLI :MGXSVM RRrited 3tep R Qamraying datuGhareRrsHjr the future.
tabled the VEAC recommendations now seem a different
me@ d«erﬁ%tv\bélde world before the Black Summer
LaV EZEKIH SYV PERHWGETIW
wildlife, property and lives. A world before a ruthless virus

took the everyday hostage, with no sign of setting its
captives free anytime soon.

These new parks will safeguard core habitats in one of
RUSTROR fragmpRird Ipnelpaanes: khey'll be good for
both the natural environment and for local economies —
as evidenced in our economic report on the myriad
values of prospective new parks (seevnpa.org.au/
new-central-west-parks-economic-assessment).

To nature-lovers, community, scientists and

conservationists, the gravity of these events only The state government's stated intention to create three

reinforced the urgency of protecting swathes of of the four recommended national parks for Victoria
unburnt forests across the west. Having avoided the will eventually add 50,000 hectares into Victoria's parks

GEXEWXVSTLMG FYWLaVIW XLI] FIGE Q Fsiaig-¥hite lg3gthan MEAG segommended, these
wildlife, like the Greater Glider and Powerful Owi, that lost additions will grant permanent protection to over 370
substantial populations in the east (seevnpa.org.au/ rare and threatened plants and animals that depend on
EJXIV XLI &V)Ws VdtoriaksXurned to green (and are integral to) these forests. We're also pleased to
WTEGIW JSV VIWTMXI JVSQ XLI WSQFV Iseedr nausienofpsenwpmsliWimnera River Heritage
health crisis, a renewed appreciation of nature unfurled. Area included at Mount Cole.

Seevnpa.org.au/covid_parks_polling). .
( pa.org P —polling) The government reassured recreational users that

If, as they say, a week is a long time in politics, the almost four-wheel driving, trail-bike riding, mountain biking,

two years we waited for a formal decision on such a bushwalking, picnicking and nature observation

critical issue seemed like an aeon. To say it was worth opportunities will not be impacted, regardless of the
XLl [EMX [SYPH FI XSS QYGL SJ E WM Q Taetiheya\ere MESER gSig 1o be. They also emphatically
substance of the government's response. The best way pointed to the retention of seasonal, recreational deer

to describe our reaction might be: hesitantly relieved and hunting in the Wombat—Lerderderg and Pyrenees
pleased — but also disappointed at the contradictory logic National Parks, in areas currently permitted, with some
embedded in the response. restrictions.

Continued overleaf
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NEW NATIONAL PARKS FOR VICTORIA!

Continued from previous page

While the Andrews Government has committed to The details:

their creation, it will still take a long time with multiple

steps, and potential setbacks, for these areas to For many local conservation groups, this muted triumph

VIGIMZI XLI JYPP TVSXIGXMSRW SJ JSVag been aver gPygan iHthe makings FoEqthers, and the

parks status. places they have fought so long and hard to protect, it's an
underwhelming outcome.

If we do see these extraordinary forests added to hat | larinal liticall . h
Victoria's wonderful parks estate, it will be the most In what is a glaringly politically-motivated measure, the

WMKRMeGERX MRGPYWMSR MR SzIv E TRemnepgtionof gpinswpakeng parks will be staggered.
for nature if the obstacle course of political hurdles is Some parts of proposed parks, such as Mount Cole and
overcome. Pyrenees, may not be created until 2030, well after they are

unnecessarily logged.

Can you have your parks and log them too? 1SWX VIKMSREP TEVOW EPSRK [MXL WMKRMoGERX EVIEW SJ

proposed national parks, will be available for "commercial

The decision has come with strings attached. Tugging thinning" (managing the forest to create thicker logs) and

a little harder at those strings reveals a convoluted,
regressive and mixed set of outcomes, not in line with

many of VEAC's expert recommendations. one instance, wood chop logs) until native forest logging is

phased out in 2030.

%R IWTIGMEPP] HMWXYVFEMRK HITEVX ﬁ%bo&éﬁ%l%néés'to’%r% Effrent Special Protection

recommendations is the gross twisting of VEAC's Zones in the Pyrenees that protect forests from logging
implementation timeline. We are alarmed to see are some of the most cynical aspects of the Victorian

that the proposed parks will be logged before being +SZIVROIRX WDVIWTSRWI
IWXEFPMWLIH EX WSQI QIVGYVMEP 11X XS FI TIGMalH
date. This was not contemplated by VEAC, nor ever Wombat Forest

discussed during any of the consultation phases.
Overall, the announcement was positive for Wombat

Continued extensive logging of the forests at Mount Forest — especially so for members of Wombat Forestcare,

Cole (the proposed Mount Buangor National Park) and whose endless dedication to protection for their local forest

Pyrenees (the proposed Pyrenees National Park) is contributed greatly to the outcome.

deeply worrying. There will be some targeted logging ) ) )

in the Wombat Forest, but this is to be fairly restricted. They will see the creation the Wombat-Lerderderg National
Park protecting 45,000 hectares, which combines the existing

The plan to log many of these critical wildlife refuges Lerderderg State Park with an additional 24,000 hectares.

before turning them into national parks (as late as
2030) doesn't make any sense. Especially when there
is decades of wood supply existing outside of the
proposed park areas. More importantly, aren't we
supposed to be phasing out native forest logging
according to the Andrews Government's Victorian
Forestry Plan?

The size of the national park was reduced by 4855

hectares from the original VEAC recommendations, which

will now become Barkstead Regional Park. Additions to

Hepburn Regional Park and the creation of Spargo Creek

Regional Park, Blackwood Regional Park and Fingerpost

Regional Park have been accepted — but will allow

GSRXMRYIH GSQQIVGMEP aVI[SSH TVSHYGXMS

It's disappointing, and frankly egregious, to see the aVI[SSHDGSPPIGXMSR

Victorian Labor Government doggedly pursuing native Worryingly, in the proposed national park, 18 logging coupes

forest logging, a small-minded position directly at odds LEZI FIIR VIXEMRIH GSZIVMRK E LYKI DLIG X
with community values, a changing climate and the

EPVIEH] TVSJSYRH PSWW SJ FMSHMZIVWMXIJEGMYSWW SYVDWXEX|

The creation of three new national parks, hopefully The government does not accept the recommendation to
jointly managed by Traditional Owners, and a parcel expand the existing Greater Bendigo National Park, and

of new regional parks and conservation areas, is a instead this area will be added to the existing Bendigo
cause for celebration. But to acknowledge the forests Regional Park. This outcome for Wellsford Forest is of great
are worthy of protection on one hand while revving concern, especially for locals and conservationists who

up logging machinery on the other is contrary, to say wanted to see the forest safeguarded in the recommended
XLIDPIEWX national park.

Continued overleaf
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WIPIGXMZlI PSKKMRK QSWXP] JSV GSQQIVGMEP aVI[SSH ERH

MR

Wellsford
Forest

PARK WA TCH

[EL006503

. National park

Conservation park
B regional park
Nature reserve
Bushland reserve
Historic reserve
[l water frontage, beds and banks reserve
B weter production reserve
Community use reserve
Utilities and government services reserve
Land leased or licensed for plantation purposes
B urcategorised pubic land
Freehold
" Recommended change in public land use

Conservation Values
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas records (210817)

@®  Southern Greater Glider (VBA_FAUNA25)
@  Southern Greater Glider (VBA_FAUNAL00)
Logging areas
VicForests logging coupes

(Approved_TUP_Boundaries__Dec_2019)
excluding coupes not permitted in proposed park areas

. Even-aged stand management
. Multi-aged stand management
B vcroests ogging access

Mining Areas

B vining Licence

Roads
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Continued from previous page

Failure to give parts of the Wellsford Forest national 9RPMOI MR ;SQFEX XLIVI MWR X E WTIGM=aG PI
park status may leave it more vulnerable to mining remain; instead, we see entire areas open for logging.
HIZIPSTQIRX HSQIWXMG aVI[SSH GSP RdgyMd/Bupes v elincreased at Mount Cole in 2017
inappropriate recreational use. and again under the new Timber Release Plan issued late

. o . i EIJXIV XLl aREP :)%' VITSVX [EW XEFPIH EI
Regional parks are primarily geared to "provide Andrews Government's Victorian Forestry Plan to phase out
opportunities for informal recreation for large numbers native forest logging was released.
of people associated with the enjoyment of natural or
semi-natural surroundings or semi-natural open space". This Timber Release Plan increased both the number of
Environmental protection is a secondary purpose logging coupes and the intensity of logging in the proposed
in this context, and instead of ecological objectives national park, notably alongside the Beeripmo Walk — a
given precedence, they need to be "consistent with" popular and challenging 20-kilometre track that weaves
VIGVIEXMSREPDEGXMZMXMIW through the tall forests and cool fern gullies of Mount

] . . . Cole. Once slated for "selective logging" by VicForests,

There is some relief to be found in the protections coupes alongside the walk are now listed for "even stand
afforded by the new status — primarily an immediate management” — that is, clearfell logging.

moratorium on commercial logging in the Wellsford

Forest — but as regional parks are not formally part of ) )

the protected area network, this is somewhat of a lost The Beeripmo Walk — and logging coupes
opportunity.

Wellsford Forest will need to be closely monitored with
a proper management plan for the impacts of growing
recreational use in the area. Existing regional parks
around Bendigo are not subject to joint management,
and do not require park management plans like
national parks, though Parks Victoria has the power to
produce plans for them.

The existing Greater Bendigo National Park is one of
six Aboriginal Title parks in central west Victoria, jointly
managed by the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal
Corporation and Parks Victoria. The national park is
governed under a Joint Management Plan for the

Dja Dja Wurrung Parks by the Dhelkunya Dja Land
1EREKIQIRXD&SEVH

The government supports the VEAC recommendation
for joint management of central west parks "...in
principle, subject to further consultation with Traditional
Owner groups, including the three Traditional Owner

group entities to whom the State has already made, or The government's decision to continue VicForests access
committed to make, grants of Aboriginal title under Part to Mount Cole and the Pyrenees for logging operations

3 of the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 (Vit)- (including clearfell) is both nonsensical and short-sighted.
essentially pushing the joint management arrangements It's certain to damage integral habitat in these forests,

into a separate process. further threaten plants and animals, and disrupt the

enjoyability of the Beeripmo Walk, as well as other camping
and walking areas, like the aptly named Endurance Walk in

the Pyrenees.
The future of the Mount Cole and Pyrenees forests are

the most uncertain and troubling. The creation of the Surely a generous level of cognitive dissonance, or a high
Mount Buangor National Park and Pyrenees National degree of political arrogance, is required to recognise the
Park will be staged to allow logging in large areas prior national park values of the area while simultaneously

to incorporating those areas in the parks, which could locking in long-term clearfell logging. We're hugely

take as long as 2030. disappointed by this colossal lack of foresight.

Continued overleaf
10 PARK WATCH SEPTEMBER 2021NO 286

Pyrenees
Forests

Mount
Cole
Forest

Larger maps can be viewed at
vnpa.org.au/new-national-parks-for-victoria
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Continued from previous page

Logging in the west is not as closely scrutinised as it is in
the eastern parts of the state. For example, standard pre-
logging forest surveys for threatened species carried out
in the east don't occur in the west, leaving citizen scientists
— like those in our NatureWatch program — to pick up the
slack and do the work government should be doing.

The response from our elected leaders on the Central West
Investigation has illuminated the Andrews Government's
position on nature conservation in Victoria, and cast their

Supporters
gathered in the
Wombat Forest.

The implementation timeline is not clear enough, too
slow, and could easily never happen in some places. It
is unnervingly tethered to the state's phase-out of native
forest logging, a drip-fed approach to squeeze as much
timber from these forests and woodlands as possible
before new national parks are realised.

The logging of areas proposed for national parks rich in
threatened wildlife doesn't make sense, but it has been
done before. In the 1980s, legislation to create the Alpine

TVMSVMXMIW MR XLI LEVWLIWX PMKL X NatignakPark hadclayges thet gliowed . p engg gnly

VEAC investigations are supposed to be the formal
process for changing land tenure and protecting natural
areas. Yet the Andrews Government has placed more
weight on its (only four-page) Victorian Forestry Plan,
entrenching decade-long logging in areas independently
and expertly assessed to be worthy of national park
status. Instead of hastening the transition out of native
forest logging while progressing nature protection, the
government again appears to have been gamed again by
logging interests.

What has become clear is that our work here is far from
done. We need to be vigilant and do everything possible to
protect the value of these important places. The Victorian

+SZIVRQIRX W GSQQMXQIRX MW SRP] XLIgg¥W

formal creation of these new parks; legislation now needs
to be developed, pass both houses of parliament, and the
parks formally gazetted.

The stunning Mount Cole Grevillea — critically endangered
and found only in the forests of Mount Cole.

PHOTO: DAVID TATNALL
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logging to be carried out ..." "... after which areas are to be

managed as part of the park". But the parks creation was

legislated up front. While less than ideal, that was a better

model than drip-feeding legislation to create parks after

PSKKMRK sRMWLIW EW MW XLI GEWI JSV XLI GIRXVEP [IWX

The Andrews Government is facing an election next

JIEV ERSXLIV MR ERH EKEMR MR
to take such commitments seriously when they may

not be governing in 2030. We need to see a clear set of
timeframes for the creation of these new parks before this
term of government ends in November 2022.

-X W HMJaeGYPX

If the Andrews Government is serious about its legacy and
the proper protection of these incredible natural places, for
GYVVIRX ERH JYXYVI KIRIVEXMSRW MX [MPP GSQQMXDXS

* Legislating all the proposed parks, upfront, in this term
SIYORA MR XL
*+2S SV WMKRMeaGERXP] VIHYGIH PSKKMRK MR TVSTSWIH EVIEW
for new national parks
» Greater protection and management for the mighty
Ironbark forests of Wellsford
e JPIGXMSR GSQQMXQIRXW VIEJaVQMRK XLI HIPMZIV] SJ
XLIWIDTEVOW
« Introduction of pre-logging threatened species surveys
in the Western RFA
« Completion of Action Statements for key threatened
species
e *YRHMRK EPPSGEXIH WTIGMeGEPP] JSV TEVO QEREKIQIRX
* % GPIEV TPER XS QEREKI HSQIWXMG aVI[SSH WYTTP]
sustainably across the state
» A speed-up of the transition to end native forest logging

While the government's position on the proposed new
parks isn't the most ambitious or aspirational, we can not
and will not let our elected representatives stall on their
PIKMWPEXMZI ERH QSVEPDHYX]

The Victorian National Parks Association community

was instrumental in bringing home this long-fought for

accomplishment. You helped forge a commitment to

GVIEXI XLI QSWX WMKRMeGERX EHHMXMSR XS SYV TEVOW IWXEXI MR
over a decade. This is no small feat — thank you. We hope

you join us on the journey to make these parks a reality, for

wildlife, habitat and people.e PW

Well done to everyone who has worked so passionately over many years to secure this
protection for nature, and thank you to the Victorian National Parks Association community
for supporting our work on this long campaign.

Tens of thousands of you:

y made a submission to VEAC in support of the recommendations through our online
EGXMSRDXSSPW

y came to our central west webinar about the importance of the national parks

y sent a set of three central west art posters to 85 Victorian MPs

y joined our social media pressure campaign on the two-year anniversary

y joined an online calling party asking the Environment Minister and local MPs to support the
creation of new parks

y sent personalised Phascogale postcards to local Bendigo MP Jacinta Allan

y asked the Victorian Premier and Environment Minister to create new national parks immediately

y asked for central west national parks to protect Powerful Owls in Mount Cole

y asked for central west national parks to protect Wombat Forest's Greater Gliders

y called on VicForests not to clearfell the Beeripmo walk

y emailed the Environment Minister and the member for Macedon to support new parks,
RSXDREXMZI JSVIWX PSKKMRK

y emailed their local MPs asking them to publicly support a Wombat-Lerderderg National Park

y emailed the Ministers of Cabinet to protect the wonders of the west, like the
Mount Cole Grevillea

y signed an open letter in the media calling on the Premier to create the parks

y generously donated to power this campaign — thank you!
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COVID-19 Update

Our staff continue to work from home during the current
lockdowns, and VNPA meetings, events and activities are
being run online. For more details visitvnpa.org.au/
covid-19 We can be contacted atvnpa@vnpa.org.au

or on 03 9341 6500. ® PW

VNPA's 69th Annual General Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 12 October 2021 at 6.30pm via online zoom
meeting. For more information and to RSVP see the
IRGPSWIH wapabrgad/agm e PW

Spring 2021 Bushwalking

and Activities Program

For the Spring 2021 program there is no printed version but you

GER IEWMP] aRH EPP SJ XLI YTGSQMRK EGXMZMXMIW EZ

vnpa.org.au/adventures

If you would like to receive updates, you can join the dedicated email
list at vnpa.org.au/bwag-sign-up e P\W

We are grateful to John Kotsiaris for his fantastic contribution during an
18-month project position on staff. John provided valuable research and
support to the campaigns team, including submissions for the 2019/20

FYWL=aVIW ERH XLVIEXIRIH WT IFbM bW RiwulkaM WP EXMSR MR X

Guarantee Actand the Wildlife Actreview. John will continue to support
the VNPA as a volunteer via the Conservation and Campaigns Committee.

At the end of August, we also farewelled our long-term Administration
3JeGIlV 'LEVPSXXI /JERHIPEEVW 711 TEKI
the organisation.

Our Finance and Operations Manager Heath Richard will be taking on
Long Service Leave from October, returning in April 2022. We have
appointed Simon O'Connor to take on Heath's role while he is away.
Simon has fantastic experience in a similar role at another nature
conservation organisation.

;1 EVI GYVVIRXP] MR XLI VIGVYMXQIRX TVSGIWW E RI[ 3J

1 [IPGSQI RI[ QIQFIVW SJ XLI XIEQ 2EXYVI;EXGL 4VSNIG
Rachel Nalliah and Elizabeth Morison as part of the Australia Institute's

Anne Kantor Fellowship for Young Women Environmentalists. Please turn

XS TEKI

We are very grateful to the donors and philanthropic organisations who
have helped ensure we have extra staff at a time when nature in Victoria
especially needs our efforts.e P\W
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Welcome to
the team

ELIZABETH MORISONHAS
RECENTLY JOINED THE
VICTORIAN NATIONAL PARKS
ASSOCIATION AS PART OF
THE AUSTRALIA INSTITUTE'S
ANNE KANTOR FELLOWSHIP
FOR YOUNG WOMEN
ENVIRONMENTALISTS.

The Australia Institute is an independent
think tank that conducts research to drive
public debate and secure policy outcomes
to make Australia better. The Fellowship
aims to develop new voices to contribute to
Australia's future environmental, climate change
(ﬁq} %r n ation debates by providing young
%n E ﬁ\ﬁr(inﬁ talists with opportunities to develop
skills in policy, research, and advocacy.

We are so pleased to have Liz on the team and to be part
of the fellowship program.

From Liz:

| am an environmental campaigner, working to secure
the protection of nature through policy and legislation.
My background is in the conservation and climate
movements, with experience in community organising,
fundraising, storytelling, and research and advocacy.

| have always been interested in climate and conservation,
especially where they interlink. My Honours research
iplecialisation was on how understorey plants respond

to extreme climate events, particularly heat and drought
stress. In a laboratory experiment, | found that when my
study species was exposed to compounded heat and
drought stress in spring, the mortality rate was high, but

JSV E JYPP TV ®rtRdssdRants| tiabsiviviyed[dv/sgring exposure, their

ability to withstand a subsequent exposure to heat and
drought stress in summer was much improved. As climate
extremes occur at higher intensities and frequencies,
species won't have evolutionary time to adapt, and instead
will have to rely on individual resilience to multiple stressful
events within their lifetimes. This shift from evolutionary
adaptation to individual resilience is an area that | am
espécidybivdidgt@®IEN & | am thrilled to join the
yicg)f]i%nd\lra\t}onal Parks Association with its strong focus
on ecosystem resilience.

During my studies | was grateful to spend time in Canada

ERH XS XLI RI\X TEKI VIWTIGXMZIP] 3JSV XLIMYV addCoBtalRits stirdlig alpine, arctic, tropical and marine
%WPSRKWMHI

IGSWIWXIQW MR XLI =aIPH
learning, | found myself both grounded and motivated
by the communities and movements that were working
to protect these environments. I've worked in non-
government advocacy organisations ever since.

Through these experiences, | understand that storytelling

is the foundation of all good campaigns. | am passionate

about science communication, and have worked as a

content researcher for traditional media as well as a

RSR aGXMSR FSSO - VIEPP] IRNS] YRGSZI\
links that help others understand complex challenges,

ERH sRHMRK XLI LYQER WXSVMIW XLEX KM
XLSWIDGSRGITXW

As | progress in my career, | am committed to creating
QIERMRKJYP NYWX ERH PEWXMRK GLERK|
of conservation and climate. Foundational to this

commitment is a deep respect for Aboriginal Elders past,

present and emerging, and the Gadigal country where |

was raised, the Wodi Wodi country where | studied, and

the Wurundjeri country where | now live. Sovereignty was

never ceded and | am committed to strong allyship in

every domain of my work.

I am really excited to join the Victorian National Parks
Association for the Anne Kantor Fellowship, in a cohort of
young people all working hard to make lasting change in
their communities. | feel grateful to have the opportunity to
contribute to the campaigns to protect nature, and bolster
those campaigns with relevant research arising from working
[MXL 8LI %YWXVEPME -RWXMXYXI (YVMRK
got word of the central west national parks win. Joining
the team at this junction has been extremely motivating,
and | am eager to contribute to the next stage of this
AhpaidhSshbpRirg the 16§gWg of these important forests

before they become legislated as national parks!e P\W

VNPA is grateful for the support of the Australia Institute's
Anne Kantor Fellowship for Young Women Environmentalists.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORATT RUCHELAND NATURE CONSERVATION

CAMPAIGNERIORDAN CROOKEXPLAIN HOW CHANGES TO
LOGGING LAWS ARE BAD NEWS FOR FORESTS AND VERY BAD NEWS

FOR COMMUNITIES WHO FIGHT FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATURE.

Anyone that knows the Code of
Timber Production knows it protects
the logging industry far better than
our native forests.

This is why many community groups
across Victoria have challenged poor
interpretations and compliance of

the Code in the courts over the years.
At least when the logging industry
broke these rules and put nature at
risk, community groups could pursue
justice through the law.

But now, the Victorian Government is
trying to dilute the already weak and
poorly enforced legal protections for
forest wildlife, and silence community
rights to hold illegal logging to account.

The Code of Timber Production
(2014) and its associated
Management Standards and
Procedures are the key set of rules
managing how native forest logging
happens in Victoria.

The current clunky and opaque
Code is a relic of the coalition state
government who rushed through
substantial changes to the earlier
2007 version only days before the
caretaker period of the 2014 election.

The current Andrews Government
withdrew proposed reforms to the
Code in 2019 after environment
groups, including VNPA, highlighted
the wholesale removal of large
sections of the Code by the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning in response to
ongoing legal challenges. At that time,
the Minister for the Environment Lily
D’Ambrosio responded that she “...
acknowledged there are legitimate
concerns around the draft reforms

to the code of practice for timber

TVSHYGXMSR ERH LS[ XLI] eX XSKIXLIV(q

then intervened to “withdraw the
current consultation” committing
to further consultation on the total
package of proposed changes.

Despite this previous backlash to

XLIMV ¥E[IH TPERW RS[ XLI %RHVI[W

Government is again proposing reform
to the Code. This has been formulated
behind closed doors in consultation
with the timber industry, and released
in July to the public with only 28 days
(half of that time in COVID lockdown)
to understand and interpret 3000
highly technical changes among 350
pages of documents.

The Code in its existing form needs
updating, but the current proposed
changes would lead to an overall
further eroding of protection of
threatened species and forest
ecosystems.

In a media release on 20 July 2020,
the Victorian Government stated it had
initiated a review of the Code to:

* “minimise the risk to short-term
supply obligations arising from third-
party litigation

genuine plan for removing logging from
sensitive areas such as threatened species

s IRWYVI MX VIQEMRW aX JBabitdt YnateiSciidhridRtsl important

facilitates the implementation of the
Victorian Forestry Plan

« strengthen the regulatory powers
available to the Conservation
Regulator

* identify regulatory reforms informed
F] XLI

This update of the Code should map
out a clear transition out of native
forest logging in Victoria as committed
by the Andrews Government in its
Victorian Forestry Plan. It should be a

16 PARK WATCH SEPTEMBER 2021NO 286

FYWLaVIW g

cultural heritage and recreational sites and
within proximity to tourism assets. But
instead, it facilitates further and increased
destructive logging of these areas.

This process could have been a chance

to start the phasing out logging in high
conservation areas as the industry is

wound down to its 2030 cessation,

but seems to have been used as a last
chance smash and grab of more native
forests to feed the rapacious paper
TYPTIVW ERH WE[DQMPPIVW

The review is certainly aimed at
diminishing legal protection and at reducing
community legal cases. We summarised
this in our submission as follows:

“Despite statements from the
department to the effect that the
review of the Code is limited to
clarifying its operation and is not
intended to change current standards
or forest protection, examination of
the material published for consultation
demonstrates that this is not the case

If these plans go ahead, hundreds of
dedicated zones designed to protect
the habitat of threatened wildlife
won't be governed by rules, but

EWTMVEXMSREPDXEVKIXWEGGSYRXEFMPMX] SJ o\IH "SRN\

We hold concerns around many
elements of the changes proposed

by the state government, including

a worrying increase of activities like
constructing roads allowed in Special
Protection Zones (SPZs) that will make
it easier for logging operations to be

i XLMW VIZMI[ TVSTSWIH WhbhHURtbtIdGRESESUch as where

changes to current regulations
covering logging in Victoria's forests.”

Leadbeater’s Possums have been
detected by citizen science groups.

Logging in Mount Cole.

Meanwhile, a Forest Management Zoning
Accountability Framework 2021 is being
sold by the environment department

as a tool to manage and increase

in state forests, but detaches it from the
Code and leaves its enforcement and
legal standing in a sense of doubt.

Much can be written about the proposed
reform changes to the Code and their
impact on forest ecosystems and wildlife.
I would encourage you to read our
submission on our website: vnpa.org.au/
submission-code-of-practice-for-timber-
production
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Big trees

— little
protection

THE PROPOSED CHANGES

TO THE CODE OF TIMBER
PRODUCTION INCLUDE ADDING
NEW PROTECTIONS FOR LARGE

o
TREES IN VICTORIA, WRITES E
JORDAN CROOK <
=
2
z
8LI )RZMVSRQIRX 1IMRMWXIV saVWX VEMWIH Q
in 2018 that: “all native trees across <
the state greater than 2.5 metres in %
diameter would also be protected,
whether they stood in forests or alon
roadsides” (,)OI\BC2018) But this is g THE VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT IS NOW CONDUCTING A MAJOR EVENT REVIEW ON THE IMPACT
RSX VI¥IGXIH MR XLl MREHIUYEXI| ERH THE 2019-20 BUSHFIRES HAD ON NATIVE FORESTS AND THE LOGGING INDUSTRY.
vague “protection” put forward in the
Eroposid ?dqm%ns,to the Code, and It's hard to forget the intensity and after the process was introduced The loss of native vegetation and wildlife,
as no basis ml asic F(rjee ?rotecltlon unprecedented scale of the Black with the renewed Regional Forests followed by predation from invasive cats
or Eare. It mosgyf?row esh or only 7YQQIV aVIW 8LI MQTEG X ARemdnis in2020. A review is and foxes, browsing by pest herbivores
at reeh-metre u er,l nownere nea(ljr. homes, landscapes and wildlife is still triggered by a destructive event such PMOI HIIV ERH ER MR¥Y\ SJ [l
enough to PrOFeﬁtha a'lrge tree, and I HMJoGYPX XS GSQTVILIRH EMERY WL XWLIW ¥SSHW H Mistulbatl asasSpése an immediate
'(;‘C‘)I”S',Sthef“ W'rt] ow large trees are IGSPSKMGEP GSRWIUYIRG IS\ ISIV XLE bR/ W M K R M & G E R iKre@tliEratie WasSand animals in the
ealt with in other settings. aren't yet understood. forests estate. A key objective of a EJXIVQEXL SJ aVI
The Australian Standard for < Across Victoria, 1.25 million hectares LENSV )JZIRX B1ZMIT MW X3y 12 “Yﬂglior Event Review must not
Protection of Trees on Development 3 ! ) how the impact of events affects the ; . .
P o burnt, including 18 per cent of our . underestimate the importance of protecting
Sites (AS4970 2009) is regulari t . . . Regional Forest Agreements, the B - .
g y > public native forests. There is a clear . . that is, not logging — unburnt forest and
used on development and work z . long-term plans for managing native iidlife ref for thei d
. . \ 5 need for a reassessment of native forest logging in our state wildlite refuge areas for their recovery an
sites and in events and festival 5 forests across the whole state, as ' resilience to future major events.
lanning. The standard is widely used z iti . . .
P gt t t sit Y d . unburnt _areas are now critical for It involves a public consultation and In our submission to the review we
across state government sftes an From little things, big things grow... the survival of a range of forest- i isti
. gs, big things g ! an independent panel consisting MHIRXMalH EW E WXEVXMRK T
embedded in many local government dependent species L L _
: of Victorian Commissioner for issues that should be focused on:
TPERRMRKDWGLIQIW . T
_ . In 2020, VNPA and East Gippsland Environmental Sustainability, . Assessin%implications of climate
The standard involves the calculation  sing one well-known large tree as an  regulations easier for the Conservation community forest groups undertook (VI Dtt+ MPP MGE R 7T E.V’\? W AW GRERRMBRH aviw SR JsVIiwX)
of Tree Protection Zone (TPZ). TPZ example, the Whitelaw Tree in state Regulator. ER EREP]WMW SJ XLI MQTMaliRitapraud Gungikynai, Ngarigo , yhact on threatened species and
is caIcuIa’Fed using the diameter at forest near Mount Baw Baw, using its _ , _ and the added burden of native forest Monero woman who has a dgcade communities
breast height (DBH) or 1.4 meters (&, SJ 8Zl QIXIVW QYPXMTRRN gsnt@vw_ nsider that the logging on key unburnt areas. The of experience in Cultural Heritage , pact on the reserve system
above ground. Using this diameter TPZ of 60 metres around the tree. use of diameter criteria for large tree sRHMRKW [IVI TYFPMWLIH YpRagsmept gngrlegdiManagement; 540t on old growth
multiplied by 12 (DBHx12=TPZ), a categorisation neglects different After The Fires: Protecting Our Forest and forester Dr Tony Bartlett. « Impact on ash forests
WYJaeGMIRX TVSXIGXMSR THdRs oBvioRs|y-far superior to the vegetation types. For example, tree Refuges(see vnpa.org.au/after-the- . o . « Impact of salvage and post-disturbance
established to maintain the tree's three-metre buffer proposed by the species in the woodlands of the Wels"lierln aVIW VITSVX I HMWGSzZIVApsto |dent_|f3|/ en(\jnrorlltmerlltal,l logging
viability and vigour. environment department. Forest Management Areas are not likely coupes covering over 20,000 hectares economic, social and cultural values . L
to reach 2.5 metres in diameter, but of f(frest are pl g ; MQTEGXIH F] XLI aVIW ER n q%@gm‘m %‘%d :
) - . - e \ planned for logging . . - IWX QEREKIQIR]
AS4970 2009 restricts activities within ~ Applying AS4970 2009 to protect are still vital for wildlife habitat and are in the comin actions need to be undertaken. :
. ) . : . ; . . ) g months to years by . . * Protection of unburnt forest refuges
the TPZ, including logging, using large trees in logging coupes in our large trees for their vegetation types. VicForests in East Gippsland However, the recommendations will « Protection of larae old trees
machinery, burning or radiant heat forests should be a bare minimum. It 8LIVI MW E GPIEV RIIH XS HIaRI [LEX E ' be non-binding, and importantly, 9
from post-logging burns, and allowing ~ would not only result in the protection 'large tree' is, incorporating the area and 8LMW MW XLI aVWX 1EN SV thedirRckimes i hdt besult in the Read our detailed submission at
woody debris (“slash”) to build up of large trees, but also make conditions the tree is found in, not just be conducted jointly by the Victorian Regional Forests Agreements being vnpa.org.au/submission-major-
around the trunk. implementation and enforcement of its diameter. and the Commonwealth governments renegotiated or changed. event-review
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Mot 30 fc

IMMEDIATE PROTECTION AREAS ANNOUNCED ALMOST TWO YEARS
AGO ARE FINALLY MOVING FORWARD, WRITEASTT RUCHEL

In November 2019, the Andrews
Government announced as part of its
Victorian Forestry Plan what they called
“the largest environmental protection
policy in the state’s history, with
immediate protections for the iconic
Greater Glider species, native fauna and
Victoria's remaining old-growth forest”.

While the claim of being the ‘biggest
ever’ is debatable compared to the
creation of the Otways National Park
or Alpine National Park, the policy put
in place Immediate Protection Areas
for 96,000 hectares of forest that was
available for logging in East Gippsland
and the Central Highlands, as well as
the Strathbogie Forest near Benalla,
and small areas of forests around
1IMVFSSD2SVXL

The Immediate Protection Areas (IPAs)
have hardly been immediate, though.
Almost two years after the original

While the commencement of a process
was welcomed by some of the key local
groups in the Strathbogies and Mirboo
North, campaigners in the Central
Highlands and East Gippsland still
LSPHDGSRGIVRW

In the Central Highlands, campaigners
remain concerned with the original
design of the IPAs, over which there was
little consultation. Over 20 per cent of
the area had been logged previously.
Local groups also question the
relevance for Greater Gliders, as some
of their best habitats are outside the
proposed IPAs.

Ideally, this new process would revisit

the boundaries to maximise the

protection of Greater Gliders as well as

Leadbeater's Possum and other forest-

HITIRHIRX XLVIEXIRIH WTIGMIWDXLI -4%W
were designed to protect.

PHOTO: DAVE GALLAN

Immediate Protection Areas are designed to protect Greater Gliders
and other forest-dependent threatened species — but will they?

announcements, a process for their In East Gippsland, IPAs proposed in : . Spending so much time in the forest as Common Ringtail Possums, the habitat across the state was now critical,

IWXEFPMWLQIRX [EW aRE P RB91R e mppped by high severity WISh I ng y allowed it to slowly reveal its story to second most numerous species. (See:  and the importance of the Strathbogie

PEXID%YKYWX VI HYVMRK XLI &PEGO 7YQQIV us — a story we have now been able www.strathbogiesustainableforests. Forest as a refuge for Greater Gliders
FYWLaVIW [MXL TIV GIR to share with others. And the more

The process has two parts: burnt. Greater Gliders lost 32 per cent of

* The Victorian Environmental XLIMV LEFMXEX XS XLI ¥EQ

Assessment Council (VEAC) will groups there also question the original
YRHIVXEOI E WGMIRXMuaG desgmof thelRds rvih spme of the
environmental, biodiversity and other QSWX WMKRMeGERX TSTYH

ZEPYIW MR EVIEW MHIR X Miger around-Bepdac and Cottonwood
range still under direct threat from

logging, even though the forest where
they are located was not burnt.

¢ Community consultation will be
undertaken by the newly established
Eminent Panel for Community
Engagement, which will work
alongside VEAC.

Itis clear the establishment process for
Immediate Protection Areas needs to
take into account the extreme damage
to these forests and the devastation to
so many threatened wildlife still severely
EJJIGXIH F] XLIDaVIW

According to the Andrews Government,
the panel will consult with the
community to seek their views on VEAC’s
assessment of the IPAs in Mirboo North
and the Strathbogie Ranges later this
year, while consultation on VEAC's
assessment of the IPAs in the Central
Highlands and East Gippsland will take
place over a longer period, starting in
2022. The panel will present its report
and recommendations to the state

More importantly, the Andrews
Government needs to move quickly

to make up for lost time. It must act
promptly to have the IPAs formally
established, legislated and funded
before this term of government ends
late next year if they have any hope of

Wit ig

S
IW %KEMR PSGEP

PERMANENT PROTECTION
IS WELL OVERDUE, SAYS

EXMFRWURISTNAEXEYGIE
FOREST SPOKESPERSON
&)686%1D03&)68

we learnt, the more we have come to
respect and love this special place.

Whilst the crowd-pleasers of the
forest are the ancient, giant trees
— Mountain Gums, Messmates,
Narrow-leaf Peppermints and
Victorian Blue Gums — the pivotal

information collected by our citizen
There’s nothing like the risk of

losing something of value to get

you motivated. VicForests’ plan to
WMKRMaGERXP] NTERH PSKKM R NOgHEakguiveys along 56
Strathbogie Forest in 2013 very quickly kilometres of forest transect

galvanized the local community to detected 2_40 of _the _threaten_e_d
meet this threat head-on. Greater Gliders in high densities;

28 per cent of transects (median
length 500 metres) had glider
densities greater than ten animals
per kilometre, with some as high

as 18 per kilometre. This was both
exciting and unexpected, as Greater
Glider populations across Victoria
and interstate have been in sharp

to see threatened species.

Our methods were varied, but the
key was information, and the means
was citizen science. From 2014

to 2020, hundreds of volunteers
helped survey the diverse habitats
of the 24,000-hectare Strathbogie
Forest. Their efforts resulted in an

wordpress.com).

LEW GSRWIUYIRXP] MRGVIEWIF

-R SYV GMXM7IR WG M litfeel afriddt td8ahé since the

attracted the attention of government
scientists, who then undertook a
series of detailed arboreal mammal

WYVZIIW 8LI] GSReVQIH XhdaXetdr

Strathbogie Forest is a hot-spot for
Greater Gliders and one of the few
areas left in Victoria where numbers

WGMIRXMWXW VIPEXIH XShaé hoSMhedl MIaGY P X

In November 2019, the Victorian
Government released its Greater
Glider Action Statement and
announced Immediate Protection
Areas (IPAs) to remove logging in
a number of forests across the
state important for Greater Glider
conservation, including the entire
Strathbogie Forest.

Tragically, within months of this
announcement, the devastating Black
7YQQIV FYWLaVIW FYVRX

announcement that our local forest

would be protected, there has been no

clear indication of the next steps, despite

4 phone calls and meetings

with government staff and advisors. We

[IVI VITIEXIHP] XSPH XLEX XLI
then the pandemic were to blame for the

delay. So we are delighted by the latest
announcement of the establishment

process for the IPAs.

In the case of the Strathbogie Forest, the
transition is largely a technical exercise:

XLI -4% FSYRHEV] MW FVSEHP]
forest is demonstrably a key element in

protecting the Greater Glider, logging has

been stopped, and all coupes have been
removed from the Timber Release Plan.

Our one remaining concern is that the
pacese bg gompleted well before the

government on the former in early to mid-
2022, with the report on the latter IPAs to

FI VIGIMZIH XS[EVHW XLI IR h tBeJdiate’s history”.e P\W

impressive conservation data set
that includes hundreds of species of
plants, animals and fungi.

getting anywhere near the claim of “the
largest environmental protection policy

20 PARK WATCH SEPTEMBER 2021NO 286

decline over the last 20—-30 years.
Amazingly, our surveys detected
four times as many Greater Gliders

next election so that the forests get
actual permanent protection and not just
another promise. ® P\W

eastern Victoria, including extensive
Greater Glider habitat. Straight away,
it was clear that protecting unburnt
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JORDAN CROOKWNAS IN THE EYE OF THE STORM — AND EXPLAINS

WHAT IS NECESSARY IN THE AFTERMATH.

On the night of the 9th of June, wild winds tore across
the state, leaving in their wake downed trees, damaged
houses and infrastructure, and vast swathes of
JSVIWXWD¥EXXIRIH

In the Yarra Valley where | live, power was lost for many
weeks, and clean-up works are still ongoing.

Heart-breaking scenes the following morning of large
old trees that had withstood thousands of storm events
smashed across roads and paddocks showed the
ferocity of these winds.

The Dandenong Ranges and its grand stands of
Mountain Ash and Mountain Grey Gums and its valleys
of cool temperate rainforest had been hammered.
Towering trees that had taken so long to grow could not
withstand the unusual easterly gale-force wind, heavily
sodden soil from massive downpours, and in many
cases the being weakened from past development and
poor tree management.

Similar damage was seen across the state. Friends of
Tarra Bulga National Park reported so many large old
trees downed that some tracks are still closed. Large
patches of the Wombat Forest can be seen from aerial
footage to look from above like spilt matchsticks. The
impact on species like the Greater Glider that live in
these forests is still unknown.

22 PARK WATCH SEPTEMBER 2021NO 286

Arborist Dr Greg Moore from Melbourne University has
suggested the storm and gale-force winds that hit the state
are yet another warning of the future in the changing climate
and likely to be more and more common.

As the clean-up continues, there is a need to understand
the impact on threatened species and ecosystems. Clean
up in a precautious and sensitive manner especially within

XLI TEVOW IWXEXI MW GVMXMGEP .YWX PMOI

ecosystems are recovering from the toppling of so many
trees and wildlife left homeless. The mass disturbance
across the landscape will also promote further infestation of
pest plant and animal species into natural areas.

Arborists use tree risk assessments regularly to calculate
the risk of tree failures causing harm using their knowledge
of tree health and physiology, the possibility of harm caused
by tree failure, and defects within the tree or past damage
that could cause failure.

It is obviously very important to clear roads and
infrastructure after these events, but dead trees should be
retained in the landscape once they have fallen. In particular,
logs with hollows play an important role in the local ecology
and provide habitat for small ground-based mammals

such as Antechinus and Bush Rats, and decaying wood

is important for fungi growth as well as being home to a
myriad of insects and small reptiles.

We also echo the concerns and wishes of locals that the timber

not be taken for commercial purposes but used within the
EEQyNIty §nd eopservaipp estate if it must be removed.

And, of course, the utmost care must be taken when cleaning
up around surviving trees.

There is also a great imperative to get in and start managing
emerging weed infestations to allow the ecosystem to
recover effectively and nip in the bud future weed and pest
issues caused by this massive disturbance event. Similar
successful programs for controlling deer were put in place

EJXIV PEWX ]JIEV W sVl ERH WMQMPEV

circumstance.

As Southern Dandenong's Landcare President Robert Pergl
stated in the media, "Recent storm damage on Melbourne's
doorstep at the Dandenong Ranges highlights the need for

more funding to manage these unique bushland areas. The

Gayle Osborne of Wombat Forestcare added, "The scale
of the damage in the national parks and reserves of the
Dandenong and Macedon Ranges is immense ... and
highlights the need to understand the impact of [the] storm
on our parks and wildlife. It is important not to rush in with
heavy machinery, except to clear infrastructure, as the best
way forward to protect the fragile environment, the areas
need to be assessed".

We couldn't say it better. We are currently working with local
community groups to monitor works within storm impacted
geesane afveqatingiar AN GRICgicAly MeRSive piggn up
where it is needed. We have also joined with local groups
calling for a wildlife and ecosystem recovery package to help
manage ongoing threats such as weed and pest control and
an ecological assessment of the storm damage to parks
ERHDVIWIVZIW

VIGIRX HMWXYVFERGI JVSQ XLI WXSVQ Ws tHade>sBvdrd éhtheSevEnts SrxrdalseWlUue to climate

of invasive weed growth, amplifying a pre-existing issue
that needs serious government commitment for future
conservation management."

breakdown, we must build resilience into our natural
areas, and respond to the aftermath in an ecologically
TVIGEYXMSYWDIQERRIV
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THERE HAVE BEEN SOME GREAT WINS FOR CONSERVATION OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS OR SO. BUT WE CAN'T

MAINTAIN PROTECTION OF OUR NATIONAL PARKS UNLESS WE VIGILANTLY PROTECT THE LAWS THAT
GOVERN THEIR MANAGEMENT. THE THREATS ARE MOUNTING, WARNS CAMPAIBNERNGAMELLS

In recent years there have been many

spending $2.1 hillion dollars each

GLEPPIRKIW SJaGMEP E RydaiyaRsddat€s MithRFheir visits

to the long-established protections
offered by park and other legislation,
not just in Victoria but around
Australia. Many of those challenges
are coming from the tourism industry,
which can view parks as prime
VIEPDIWXEXI

We could have seen that coming
decades ago, when people
campaigning for protection of our
remaining natural areas pointed out

to Victoria's parks, and generated

But the tourism industry, whether at
a local, state or national level, hasn't
expressed much gratitude. On the

NSFW 8LI TPEGIW X LdarXraFy| ey Wdri to build on their

most from this tourism include the
Grampians, Great Ocean Road, Alpine,
Yarra Valley, Dandenong Ranges and
Gippsland regions.

Parks have been generating far, far
more for the economy than they cost
to manage.

Parks also contribute through the
production of clean water, carbon

LS[ TEVOW [SYPH FIRIaX \sidfageSdd&stil protection, even

economies. And we were spot on:

honey production, and perhaps most

A4EVOW :MGXSVMEMW S[R migofteritlyy, they®itribute greatly to

that (pre-COVID) tourists were

human health and wellbeing.
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success with greater access to
parks, especially to bring in the big
spenders — the “comfort in nature”
market.

In Victoria, challenges to park
legislation and planning processes
have meant, in recent years:

« Establishing a new tourism-
focussed Great Ocean Road
Authority, which is effectively
subcontracting Parks Victoria to
manage national park areas along
the Otway coast.

Waterloo Bay in Wilsons Promontory National
Park, and its hinterland, are protected as a
Remote and Natural Area under Victorian law.

PHOTO: PAUL SINCLAIR

» The development of a revamped Falls

to Hotham Track in our Alpine National
Park, with serviced huts and lodges.
The drive for this originated in Victoria's
2008 Nature-based Tourism Strategy,
outside of any park planning process.

Federal funding was awarded for the
development of the Grampians Peaks
Tralil, north to south through Grampians
(Gariwerd) National Park, another
product of the 2008 strategy. There is
still pressure to establish lodges at the
trail's campsites.

Federal, state and local government
funding of around $20 million for
mega mountain bike tracks through
fragile cool-temperate rainforest in
Yarra Ranges National Park. This has
been driven and planned by the local
council, which has no responsibility
(or appropriate skills) for managing a
national park.

 Three privately operated bus-sized
boats conducting expensive boat tours
are now parked daily on the family-
friendliest part of Tidal River beach at
Wilsons Promontory National Park.

2S[ 27; MW ¥EKKMRK PIKMWPE X
large and unnecessary tourism developments

in the park. That's three different laws going
through the NSW parliament within a few

years to sit above the state’s national park

The tours may be conducted well, legislation and the carefully developed

but the building of the boats received Kosciuszko National Park Management Plan.

WMKRMeGERX JYRHMRK J M/l?dgrnésls l|s ‘élw%lra/tﬁa%s been criticised

g?g;fgn;)?:;’llg?]tmrglaertggek:%’gzts?g% the Igtely, as it can imply that Aboriginal people
) didn’'t occupy, let alone alter, the landscape —

+ Most alarming was a proposal by local  a notion that can’t stand scrutiny.
tourism enthusiasts to excise land
from Mount Buffalo National Park
to build spa hotel accommodation,
a rolling skating rink, shops, a
wedding chapel and more, with
initial development funding from the
Victoria’s tourism minister. Fortunately
they failed to establish a viable
business plan.

But Victoria’s legislation for the protection
of wilderness doesn’t discount Aboriginal
MR¥YIRGI EXDEPP

Rather, theNational Parks Act 1975provision

for wilderness parks and zones aims “to
maximise the extent to which those parks

EVI YRHMWXYVFIH F] XLI MR¥Y
European settlement of Australia” and to

protect “the plant and animal community

... in a state that has not been substantially
QSHM=zlH F] XLI MR¥YIRGIW SJ
settlement or is capable of being restored to

such a state”.

This last case, the Buffalo mega-
development, is telling. It would have
been easier to set up luxury eco-tourism
developments outside but adjacent to
Mount Buffalo, where things like water
supply, sewerage, car parking and staff
access can be accommodated without
the necessarily onerous planning hurdles
buildings in parks must comply with.

Importantly, the legislation also asks that
these areas be large enough to be able to
achieve that condition, and large enough
to provide “opportunities for solitude and

appropriate self-reliant recreation”.
Beyond Victoria the situation is more

worrying. Surely we can leave sections of the planet free

from the intrusions of modern ‘civilisation’.
Since 2014 the Tasmanian Government Surely there should remain places where
has been inviting Expressions of Interest people can really experience a more-or-less
for “Tourism Investment Opportunities” and  natural world.
associated infrastructure on reserved land
across the state, with no clear requirement
to comply with management plans.

We must maintain vigilance to ensure
Victoria’s wilderness legislation, and our
similarly valuable remote and natural area
There is now a powerful push for luxury  legislation, can’t be overridden. Indeed we
tourism infrastructure in the middle of have good cause to expand those areas.
XLI QEKRMaGIRX 8EWQERMER ;I}/IPHLV§IWW.
World Heritage Area (TWWHA) — the only Nature lost Is hard to regain.
wilderness area on the planet to achieve
World Heritage recognition. The TWWHA Grevillea alpinan Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park.
. . We need large protected areas to protect small things.
is composed of several national parks
and other reserved lands over some

DQMPPMSR LIGXEVIW

Now a revised Tasmanian Parks and
Wildlife Service plan for managing the
TWWHA has dropped the earlier plan's
objective to “maintain or enhance
wilderness quality”, and changed
zoning of the remote Lake Malbena
Area, allowing large scale tourism
developments there.

And then there’s Kosciuszko National Park
in NSW, where the massive Snowy 2 hydro
development was followed by legislation

to protect "heritage” (read feral) horses.
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FIRE AFFECTS US ALL, AND IT AFFECTS ALL OF VICTORIA’'S ENVIRONMENT.

SO SURELY ITS MANAGEMENT WARRANTS ONGOING, RIGOROUS,

INDEPENDENT EVALUATION, SAYPSHIIL INGAMELLS

If there is a conundrum in modern

land management, it's that our natural

heritage, the native plants evolution
has delivered to Victoria, is also
the fuel that sets out, it seems, to
VSEWXDYW

And climate change is rapidly —
more rapidly than was predicted —
exacerbating that situation.

We've had many of inquiries into

oVl QEREKIQIRX WIZIVEP
commissions, parliamentary inquiries,

auditor evaluations and other
processes costing vast amounts of
money and expert hours.

Yet we have established no
permanent, independent overseer

» To maintain or improve the
resilience of natural ecosystems
and their ability to deliver services
such as biodiversity, water, carbon
storage and forest products.

It's interesting to see how FFMV
performs with at least two separate
objectives taken from that list:

VSIEP

While this is the critical and
YRHIVWXERHEFP] [IPP WYT[S;

priority of the Code, it might be one
of the least successfully managed
objectives.

SJ sVl QEREKIQIRX 'YVVImBXdtkly and quite unnecessarily,

Forest Fire Management Victoria
(FFMV) assesses risk, delivers risk
management, and then reports on
its own effectiveness. That should
change.

FFMV is largely a section within the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning, with links to
the CFA and Melbourne Water. It is
required to abide by Victoria’s ‘Code
of Fire Practice’ as revised after the

&PEGO 7EXYVHE] oVIw regyciiondpyps over other life-saving

summarises its objectives as:

¢ To minimise the impact of

life, communities, essential

and community infrastructure,
industries, the economy and the
environment. Human life will be

FFMV decided (on its own account!)

to use buildings as a proxy for human

lives — if we save the buildings we

save lives, they said.

But that decision effectively resets
‘community infrastructure’ as the
primary objective, contrary to the
Code’s clear prioritisation of ‘human
life’, and that brings consequences.

It leads to the prioritisation of fuel
measures such as planning and
rehearsing evacuation strategies for
rural communities, and subsidising

shelters. These are well-understood

strategies for saving lives, but remain

pretty much unfunded in Victoria.

*YIP PIZIPW ERH ¥EQQEFMPMX]
can increase considerably soon
after an intended ‘fuel reduction’ burn.

At the top: a 2010 planned burn
in Castlemaine Diggings National
Heritage Park.

Middle: understorey growth barely
two years after the burn.

Below: a thick growth of Cassinia
WS ¥EQQEFPI MX MW PSGEPP] ORS[R EW

IOIVSWIRI FYWLmMm NYWX JSYV JIEVW EJXIV XLI aVI

-X GER XEOI HIGEHIW JSV aV]l MRHYGIH
understorey shrubs to senesce
and thin out again.

KVMIJ MR ZIV] WIZIVI eVIW ERH X LtEréatened habitat types (listed
XLIWI EVI XLI ZIV] aVIW XLEX JYIP threatened Ecological Vegetation

reduction has the least impact on.
Fuel reduction in the right place at
the right time has its uses, but it
really can't claim to be the life-
saving panacea we nheed.

Despite the clear imperative here
to “maintain or improve” natural
ecosystems, including their

&e?%‘t!],' FEM s recently
taken upon itself to downgrade the
objective to “minimise the impact
on” nature. I'm not sure FFMV’s
staff, employed to administer the
Code, should be the people to
change an objective designed to
adhere to Victorian and national
environmental laws, and the
International Convention on
Biodiversity.

FFMV reports on the range of

Classes).

There has been a promise for

some time to report on Geometric

Mean Abundance (GMA), a

highly sophisticated measure of

biodiversity condition, but Victoria’s

Auditor General has noted that that

reporting is yet to appear. And given

that FFMV’s monitoring protocols

across the state are not consistent,

and that its data management is

TSSV [I LEZI PMXXPI GSRaHIRGI XLEX
reporting on GMA can happen with
WYJeGMIRX WGMIRXM=aG VMKSYV

Importantly, FFMV seems to take it

upon itself to monitor and report on

XLl MQTEGXW SJ sVl SR FMSHMZIVWMX]
yet has only tenuous links with

DELWP’s dedicated biodiversity

section, including the Arthur Rylah

Institute for Environmental Research,

DELWP’s own research arm.

And as noted in the last edition of

aVl IEKI GPEWWIWmM MRGPYHMRK »Xark Watch(June 2021), despite

serious loss of old age classes,
the long-unburnt forests and
woodlands. However, FFMV

fails to clarify in what ways that
impacts on biodiversity, including
the loss of tree hollows and hollow

evidence that many intended fuel

‘reduction’ burns are effectively

fuel ‘production’ burns, FFMV

does not systematically (if ever?)

monitor the return of fuel levels, or

¥EQQEFMPMX] PIZIPW EJXIV TIVISVQMRK

PSKW MHIRXMolH EW GVMXMGEP LEMPWKERPERRIHDFYVRW
QENSV FYWLaVIW SR LYQER MRWXEPPEXMSR SJ TVM2EX GXYWVLWF] E GSLSVX SJ WGMIRXM=&G

studies from south-eastern
Australia.

FFMV also fails to report at all

JJIJIGXMZI FYWLaVI VMWO QEREKIQIRX
will not be achieved in Victoria until a

WOMPPIH MRXIKVEXIH aVI QEREKIQIRX
planning and monitoring body has

afforded priority over all other %RH WGMIRXMaG WXYHMIWnith@ EiRdctevoXits iHuvhiswin
considerations. — tell us that most people come to threatened species, or rare and

independent oversight of FFMV’s
risk abatement programs.
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Kate Gavens is

"MGXSVMEmMW oVWX

Chief Conservation
Regulator.

MESAYIA«IS
«A, %o« EVaAY4

VICTORIA'S CONSERVATION
REGULATOR IS WELL

INTO ITS SECOND YEAR

OF OPERATION AND

IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
REGULATING WILDLIFE,
FORESTS AND PUBLIC LAND
IN VICTORIA.

The Conservation Regulator was
established by the Department

of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning’s (DELWP) in 2019 and at
the helm is Kate Gavens, the Chief
Conservation Regulator.

Meet the Chief Conservation
Regulator, Kate Gavens:

I’'m no stranger to regulation and the
environment. | started my career

as a seasonal park ranger before
cutting my teeth as an Authorised

Q. What have been the
main challenges for the
Conservation Regulator?

PHOTO: OFFICE OF THE CONSERVATION REGULATOR

Inspections

In late 2019 we initiated a proactive

PHOTO: MICHAEL NICOL

PHOTO: OFFICE OF THE CONSERVATION REGULATOR

coupe inspection program focusing
QIERSN preventing environmental harm

qup'mg fipper harvesting. This coupe

Coupe inspections look at roading, waterways, habitat protection 8LI FYWLaVIW EJIJIGXIH WMKRMeGERX EVIEW SJ
and rehabilitation. animal habitats.

&YWLaVIW ERH "3:-(
REZMKEXMRK XLI aVWX

was different than expected, but it
highlighted how important it is to
protect our state’s natural environment

3JaGIV EX XLI YJRZMVSRQ| Rreserve biodiversity and to ensure

Protection Authority. | then worked
on the development of the Victorian
Climate Change Act and the new
Environment Protection Act.

I’'m most at home in the bush. When
I’'m not working, | usually escape to
Victoria’s great outdoors — walking,
riding or camping.

| now lead more than 170 staff

across the state — a mixture of

SR KVSYRH EYXLSVMWIH
educating and ensuring compliance
with environmental laws as well as

staff who are responsible for wildlife
permits, intelligence and other
functions.

The Conservation Regulator exists
to educate, monitor and ensure
compliance with laws relating to
timber harvesting, public land use,

Victorian's can enjoy it.

The devastating impacts of the 2019-20

inspection program focuses on
issues that can cause the highest
environmental harm in the highest
priority timber harvesting coupes. We
have committed to inspecting at least

30 coupes each year and in 2020-21, we

exceeded this target by inspecting 58

FYWLeVIW PIH XS E WMKR Mindi/EaXcalifeS.Y W S J

understanding biodiversity impacts of

¥SVE ERH JEYRE XS LIPT JJEAHdNioR0 prepckvg gspections,

Regulation of native timber harvesting
continues to be a topic that captures
public interest, and we are committed
to being effective and transparent

in the way we regulate this industry.

IMKRWIGERX GLERKIW LEZ¥BMR BDRMIJESRE EVI TVSXIGXIH

how we regulate the industry and how
we report to the public over the last
X[SDI]IEVW

Q. How has the Conservation
Regulator changed the
regulation of native timber
harvesting?

Since our establishment, we have made

FMSHMZIVWMX] ERH aVI Tkeyampovbh&ERs tolthe way in which

are working hard to do just that.

timber harvesting is regulated.
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we assess all allegations of unlawful

timber harvesting and assess all reports

of threatened species in coupes.
These reports come from concerned
community members and groups who
want to make sure our unique native

reports are valuable contributions,
and every allegation is assessed by

MQTSVXERX ¥SVE ERH JEY & mow thiw3a Byécial Protection Zone

and other values such as large trees
and vegetation communities, in native
timber harvesting coupes. The surveys
are conducted in the State forests east
of the Hume Highway.

Since 2018 we have surveyed 86 per
cent of coupes planned for harvest.
Across the program we have recorded
RIEVP]

applications to fully protect where they

live. Many other species and values

[LIR HIXIGXIH VIUYMVI QSHM
harvesting or no harvesting at all. This
includes aquatic species, large old trees

and Greater Gliders.

Forest Protection Survey Program
activities and results can be found on

SFWIVZEXMSR Me Snliné $ofdst Mfdrrhation Portal via

JEYRE MR XLI =IPH SJ [LM .G ddl.au/forest-protection-

have been protected from the impacts
of timber harvesting.

qusl W\udes 310 Special Protection
Zones for Leadbeater’s Possum, which
equals over 3,500 hectares of fully

ER %YXLSVMWIH 3JaGIV XS IR\,\/Y(}rpteﬁctedareas. More than 230 coupes

comprehensive review of the detection
or allegation.

Forest Protection Survey Program

An important part of our role is the
Forest Protection Survey Program.
This is an $18.3 million Victorian

equivalent to 8,200 hectares have been
removed from the timber harvesting
planning schedule since 2018 without
being harvested, in many cases due

at least partially to Forest Protection
Survey Program detections.

The program has detected species
such as Smoky Mouse and Giant

4VSKVEQ XS YRHIVXEOI slPH WY \BdrdWingll3dg that are now the subject

survey-program

Q. How did the Black Summer
impact your regulation?

A key focus of our work since the

i FYWLeVIW LEW FIIR XS
XLI YRGIVXEMR MQTEGXW S
biodiversity are considered in timber
harvesting as required by law. This has
PIH XS WMKRMaGERX GLERE
timber harvesting has been conducted
WMRGI XLI aVIW ERH
biodiversity assessment and advice will
continue to be a key part of our role as a

=SY GER sRH QSVI MRJSVQEXMSF

Conservation Regulator, including how to
submit reports about threatened species

_aélglqlleg\?g W&r pﬁrvesting breaches, on

its website conservationregulator.vic.gov.au

VNPA are on the Conservation Regulator
Stakeholder Reference Group and also
QIIX VIKYPEVP] [MXL XLI 3J
Conservation Regulator. It is an important
independent agency, but only as effective
as the rules they have to enforce. We have
GSRWMWXIRXP] GEPPIH JS\
rules to be strengthened.

0G|

X1

Submit a report

IRWYVI

J Renpojt wildlfgerigigto Crime Stoppers
Victoria on 1800 333 000

Submit a threatened species report to
| {reiRPOXis @ dpfsvp.vic.gov.au

Report alleged breaches of timber harvesting
G ® RixNrRovrisE delwp.vic.gov.au

Report all other alleged non-compliance to
136 186

regulator into the future. e PW
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NATUREWATCH COORDINATOHERA BLAIRREPORTS BACK ON

2EXYVI;EXGL 4VSNIGX 3JaGIV 6EGLIP

Native mammals

Agile Antechinus
Common Brushtail Possum

Common Wombat

Eastern Grey Kangaroo
Mountain Brushtail Possum
Swamp/Black Wallaby
White-striped Freetail Bat
Yellow-bellied Glider
Native birds

Australian King Parrot
Australian Magpie
Australian Raven
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Brown Thornbill

Common Bronzewing
Crimson/Eastern Rosella
Eastern Koel

Eastern Spinebill

Eastern Yellow Robin

Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Flame Robin
Golden Whistler
Grey Butcherbird
Grey Fantail

Grey Shrike-thrush

+RUV4HOG V %URQ]H FXFNRFR

Laughing Kookaburra
Magpie-lark

Pied Currawong

Red Wattlebird
Rufous Whistler
Satin Bowerbird
Silvereye

Southern Boobook

'-8->)2D7'-)2') *-)0( 86-47 &)8;))2 :-0( ;)%8,)6 %2( Oém?&%anvunteersMickandTessa Spotted Pardalote

setti a wildlife monitoring camera in
Cabbage Tree Creek Flora Reserve. Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

The past few months have been a
rollercoaster for the NatureWatch two very different areas of Gippsland
team. We managed to get into to help us investigate which native
XLI ®IPH JSV WSQI SJ SY Vaidritrbudddd $pecies were on their
monitoring projects at the start of properties a year after the 2019-20
the year, but the last few months
LEZI FIIR QSVI HMJaGYPX HYd XS IDMRKH XLI aviw
weather and lockdowns. We are
PIEVRMRK XLI EVX SJ ¥I|\MHRee plop&EtRReR K Clifton
and seizing opportunities when they Creek northwest of Bairnsdale and
arise. Fortunately, we have been
joined by Rachel Nalliah, our new PP TVSTIVXMIW [IVI
2EXYVI;EXGL 4VSNIGX 3Joseme pagohycand pthers completely.
has jumped right into our Caught on We installed cameras and song meter
Camera and Life After Fire projects audio recorders on the properties over
providing her fantastic skills in a six-week period. Landowners moved
a|PH[SVO ERH TVSNIGX T HEREIpER! to new locations
halfway through.

Life After Fire project — .
art 1 7160 photos and 65,106 minutes of
P audio data were recorded across all

3YV RI[ TSWX aVI [MPH P M BPREER \rRrs iRy pight species of
project in East Gippsland is underway. ~ native mammals were recorded and
After long delays last year, we 36 species of native birds (see list on
QEREKIH XS HS XLI olPH[$96PagehPlys gne native reptile,

saVWX TEVX SJ XLI TVSN IGXas&lignioympdaagamphibian,
and March. a Common Eastern Froglet. Five

introduced species were also recorded:
Our focus was on wildlife recovery on European Rabbit, European Hare, Red

caRH PERHS[RIVW SR ©oZl| TNogableWwidlifé predém before the

aVIW FYX RSX EJXIV[EVHW MRGPYHI WQEPP

mammals and native rodents in the
Clifton Creek area such as Antechinus
and Bush Rats. They were present at

FYWLaVIW ERH LS[ XLIW I GodhderaN pidperties, which also had

introduced rodents. These properties
were along a small river which provided

Clockwise from top left: Common Brushtail Possum mother and offspring;
White-winged Choughs; female Satin Bowerbird; Lace Monitor.

WSQIl VI VIJYKI 7SYXLIVR &SSFSSO

Owls were recorded at all sites, but no

two in Goongerah north of Orbost. roperties had Powerful Owls at this
FY V%ﬁg

. MdRh ithe Tr¥d ¥nopy on these
properties was burnt and the habitat
reduced for possums and gliders, prey
species for Powerful Owls. While some
are present, it may be that the possum
and glider populations need to increase to
a level to support these large forest owls.

This research was supported by a WIRES
— Landcare Wildlife Relief & Recovery
Grant and the generosity of the amazing
landowners: John H, Robyn, Di, Will,
.SLRD- 6IRE ERH .MPP

We plan to return to these properties, and
new ones, to monitor at different times of

the year and add spotlighting surveys and
nest boxes, thanks to a new Landcare Led

private land. We were lucky enoughto *S\ &PEGO 6EX ERH ,SYWIRYSWMWNI 61GSZIV] +VERX
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Volunteers Jason and Gregor installing
a camera at Cape Conran.

Native mammals and birds
recorded on camera or
audio recordings

Volunteer Caroline conducting a scat
and track survey at Cape Conran.

Superb Fairy-wren

Superb Lyrebird

Tawny Frogmouth
White-eared Honeyeater
White-throated Treecreeper
White-winged Chough

Willie Wagtail

Yellow-faced Honeyeater
Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoo
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Life After Fire — part 2

After the success of this project on private land, and with the
generous support of the Helen Macpherson Smith Trust, we

are expanding this project to public land, targeting priority

areas of high conservation value. Areas are chosen based

on assessments done by the Victorian Government after

XLI aVIW ERH EW MHIRXM=zlIH F] :24% MR
environmental groups in East Gippsland in the recent report

After the Fires: protecting our forest refugesCurrently, we are
planning research in: Errinundra National Park, Nunniong Plain
Natural Features and Scenic Reserve, Cabbage Tree Creek Flora
Reserve, Cape Conran Coastal Park, Mitchell River National
Park, Colguhoun Regional Park. On top of the motion-detection
cameras and audio recorders we regularly use, we have

added spotlighting surveys, photo points and scat and track
surveys along our kilometre-long transects. This provides more
opportunities to accurately depict wildlife present and a deeper
understanding of the wildlife activity in the area.

;l VER SYV saVWX NTIHMXMSR XS "EFFEKI 8
at the end of May. These are planned as three-day expeditions
with bush camping on the property of a generous VNPA
supporter. On the second day of the expedition — lockdown
was called for midnight. Thanks to our fantastic volunteers, we
powered through and got all the monitoring equipment in place
with enough time to all get home before lockdown started. Our
return trip was delayed, taking us six weeks to return, collect the
equipment, and move it to new sites in Cape Conran Coastal Park.
Once again, lockdown was called again on the second day and
we had to press through and get the equipment out quickly so we
could return home. Hopefully this pattern will not continue, and
we will be able to return soon to pick up the equipment and move
it to our next sites in Colquhoun Regional Park.

IASeA «! |¥€ |
Wombat State Forest

%JXIV ER IN\GMXMRK WXEVX FEGO XS alPH
XYVRIH [MPH [IEXLIV ERH PSGOHS[RW IR
IEVP] ;MXL XLI LIPT SJ SYV alPH ZSPYRX
we managed to get monitoring equipment out on ten sites

before the storms hit. While disappointed to not get all 20 sites
monitored during our tenth season in Wombat State Forest, we
were very excited to hear the recent announcement of the new
Wombat-Lerderderg National Park.

Bunyip State Park

Thanks to a new Community & Volunteer Action Grant from the
Victorian Government, we can complete a tenth year of wildlife
monitoring in Bunyip State Park. Now we just need COVID and
the weather to cooperate! We were scheduled to start mid-
August but have been delayed due to lockdown. We hope to get
back to the park soon to continue monitoring wildlife and habitat
VIGSZIV] EJXIV XLI FYWLaVIW EX
to the enthusiastic volunteers who have signed up to help us in
XLI alPH i eRKIVW GVSWWIHe pPWKIX XLIVI V

To get updates on our projects or to sign up as a citizen scientist, join
our NatureWatch email list (vnpa.org.au/naturewatch/sign-up )
or follow us on Facebook.

Rachel holding
a Western
Meadowlark
while working
in Grasslands
National Park
in Canada.

TEVXRIVWLMT [MXL SXLIV

&:A5«|AX°:é <A,
|AA _€clAxe

WELCOMERACHEL NALLIAHTO THE NATUREWATCH
TEAM. HER MAIN FOCUS IS IMPLEMENTING THE
LIFE AFTER FIRE PROJECT — OUR NEW POST-

V HENRE Qi BEI¥E MO THRING PROJECT IN EAST

GIPPSLAND. SHE IS ALSO WORKING ON A RANGE

€]

CAUGHT ON CAMERA IN BUNYIP STATE PARK.

| have always been intrigued by animals and their
FILEZMSYV JVSQ E ]SYRK EKI
disposable cameras at an alarming rate with images of the
neighbourhood cat and my pet rabbits. This curiosity to
understand animals at a deeper level stayed with me, and
motivated me to pursue a career in wildlife conservation.

When | found out | could study wildlife conservation at Deakin
University, | knew | was on the right path. | participated in

undergraduate degree, and it was during these experiences

management and the role different species play.

[S MifdnBled Sk MBS th GrRgsMndsNafbN AR,
IMREKREE EWHE VBB Y SA
' IVlf%g %B}&t,@fﬁcﬁsﬁabgmy ifYerest in small mammal

threatened species management.

| also enjoy interacting with people, and this led me to work at
Museums Victoria in visitor engagement. | thoroughly enjoyed
enhancing visitor experiences at the museum and bringing
community awareness toward important Australian fauna.

At the end of 2019, | completed my Masters research

the endangered Heath Mouse (turn to pages 34-35 for
this edition’s Special Species!). This project developed

Id not apply faster. | am now dedicating my time at VNPA

citizen scientists and helping with science communication. |
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OF OTHER CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECTS, INCLUDING

%W E OMH

ZEVMSYW ©a|PH VIWIEVGL ZSPYRXIIV STTSVXYRI\A%%

XLEX - WE[ aVWX LERH XLI MQTSVXERGI SJ SR Ifay&lml

WIEVGL MRXIVR JSV XLI & el?tjét%fr

J.«™MEXA @QDXE,

PHOTO: ALESSIA SACCHI

Unlike this Smooth Ray, most Spider Crab enthusiasts missed out on seeing them this year.

Every year in winter, the famous cast of Giant Spider Crabs
usually aggregate in their thousands as they shed their shells
in their safety of numbers along the shores of the Mornington
Peninsula and in other areas in Port Phillip Bay, one of the
most reliable and popular locations to experience this natural
phenomenon.

You can imagine for those who come to witness this
extraordinary event year in, year out, what a disappointment

- 8 P R s WHern@né Bpiddridrabs did not arrive in their usual
locations at the piers on the Mornington Peninsula this year.
Many checked daily for signs of moving dark patches with
crawly legs that can often be seen from above, only to be
saddened day after day. Why had they not come? Where had
they gone?

gste é%created some concern, particularly when
ihdd @d@g@s}s that the number of years when
ey have come into the shallows of the Mornington Peninsula

Eh {H\é %AP Wieh they have not.

But there were a lucky few who did get to experience them.
T_? ventured further
|

offshore to see smaller aggregatlons of crabs suggest that the

Spider Crabs stayed in deeper waters in 2021. The reasons for

this, we do not know.

Some speculate the latest Spider Crab trends are due to the
intense and unprecedented harvesting during the past two

years. Although correlations can be drawn, and it can be easy to

Equally concerning as the disregard for the Spider Crabs

is that the state government is ignoring community

sentiment. The repeated lines we keep hearing from
aWLIVMIW MW XLEX pMXmW RSX E WYWXI
are plenty of crabs”. But there has not yet been the

research to back these statements, nor do we even have

a clear picture of Spider Crabs whole lifecycle, population
dynamics or even conservation status.

We do not believe it is right to encourage Spider Crab
harvesting during a vital part of their lifecycle in a location
where there is such a long-standing tradition for many
enjoying the natural event.

There is greater value for thousands of tourists
experiencing a real-life nature documentary moment on
Melbourne’s doorstep than there is in dead Spider Crabs in
a bucket on the pier.

Many Mornington Peninsula locals as well as statewide,

interstate and international visitors feel we can do

better than this — including Sir David Attenborough, The
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, tourism and business
S[RIVW IHYGEXSVW &aWLIVW HMZIVW [I
of which have joined the call for greater protection in an

online petition of over 36,000 people strong.

It is very apparent how mysterious our crabby friends
can be, highlighting how little we know about them. Good
decisions on their management require good science,
and in the absence of this, we should always err on the

TSMRX E aRKIV [MXLSYX IZMHIRGI [l GER R oWkikiohLEh MeaX Sn RineQhg during their

TVSNIGX EX XLI 9RMZIVWMX] SJ 1IPFSYVRI MRYNRAxaproEiMire komsynigyhas been advocating for
VIWSYVGI EZEMPEFMPMX] ERH MRXVSHYGIH Twna-takegeriad durng thersgides Crab’s moulting season

from April to July. These efforts have yet to cut through
the Fisheries Department and in state government, with

Q] NTIVMIRGI ERH JEWGMREXMSR [MXL aVI |G SRisRantsunadelly Minister for Fishing and Boating Melissa
FYWLaVI WIEWSR EPP - [ERXIH XS HS [E WorBaingauesnrneercexq the Mornington Peninsula Shire
O TWHSAW ] SLEROVIEXIRIH WTIGMIW ERH oV EJJICMNNG oB £ guly 2021, that the “Victorian Government does

not support a ‘no-take’ season for giant spider crabs at Rye

VS§0 IR - WE[ :24%mW OMJI %JXIV *MVI TVSNIGX SJ a5, Q%ngaﬁwhg%gregatlonsbetweenApnIandJuIy"

F] GSRHYGXMRK [MPHPMJI QSRMXSVMRK alPH X202 TWaé to BekaBdstNoRHOW WeX the Victorian Government's

(highly compromised and misaligned in our view) alternative

PSSO JSV[EVH XS QIIXMRK QSVI S»P8Y SR JY XY3blutiorPdfl aXedivddMag limit would see any tangible results.

important and vulnerable time in their lifecycle. We need an
independent species assessment overseen by a relevant
WGMIRXMeG FSH] XS FI EFPI XS QEOI MR

VNPA will continue to advocate for solutions and support
the SOS Save Our Spider Crabs team and other interested
parties to represent the views of many community
members. We'll be calling for a no-take period until we
have more answers than questions about Spider Crabs.

This is also a reminder of how unpredictable nature can
be, even after years of consistency. Still, one constant is
our need to try to understand and assist our oceans and
communities to adapt and thrive.
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SPECIAL

SPECIES

NEW NATUREWATCH PROJECT OFFICRRCHEL NALLIAH
COMPLETED HER MASTERS RESEARCH PROJECT
INVESTIGATING HOW FIRE, HABITAT AND INTRODUCED
PREDATORS INFLUENCE THE ENDANGERED HEATH
MOUSE — HERE SHE TELLS US A LITTLE ABOUT THEM.

Say hello to the Heath Mouse (Pseudomys shortridgei) —
a rather cute and mysterious Australian rodent.

Also known as the Dayang, this mouse hides in the dense

understorey layers of heathy woodlands, nesting on the ground or

in shallow burrows. Their home range varies with food availability

and other circumstances, but has been recorded between 0.75

ERH vZ]l LIGXEVIW MR HMJJIVIRX WXYHMIW -X IEXW KVEWW WLSSXW ERH
WQEPP ¥S[IVMRK TPERXW EPP ]JIEV VSYRH FYX WIIOW SYX ¥S[IVW EW E
dietary change in the harsh winter months.

Once widespread, the Heath Mouse is now listed as endangered

nationally. The species was previously considered extinct around

the 1930s before being rediscovered in 1961 (eastern Australia)

ERH [IWXIVR %YWXVEPME G6IEWSRW JSV MXW WMKRMeGERX HIGPMRI
are uncertain, but habitat fragmentation, competition with other

VSHIRXW TVIHEXMSR ERH MRETTVSTVMEXI aVIl VIKMQIW ERH GPMQEXI
change are likely explanations.

The Heath Mouse now occurs in two patchy, isolated regions

of Australia — south-western Victoria (eastern population)

and Western Australia (western population). It has often been
confused with its furry native counterparts — the Bush Rat and
Eastern Chestnut Mouse. The Heath Mouse is slightly more
well-known these days, but data related to its habitat preferences
are minimal, inconsistent, and varies between the eastern and
western populations.

8LIVI MW KVIEX MRXIVIWX MR LS[ eVl VIKMQIW TPE] E VSPI MR XLI
protection and survival of the Heath Mouse. Latest research

LEW JSYRH XLEX XLI MRHMVIGX 1JJIGX SJ sVl SR HIRWI WLVYF GSZIV
is of most importance for the species. As heath mice respond

to changes in resource availability rather than the time a habitat

TEXGL [EW PEWX FYVRX TPERRIH aVI VIKMQIW XLEX TVSQSXI HIRWI
shrub regeneration may be an effective strategy to conserve this

endangered animal. ® P\W
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FOR OVER 40 YEARS; )3 **D (9 6, PWAS VISITED THE MALLEE, WOODLANDS AND
HEATHLANDS OF THE THIRD-LARGEST NATIONAL PARK IN VICTORIA, LOCATED IN THE FLAT,

7)1- %6-( 2368, ;)78)62 '362)6 3* 8,)D78%8)

continuous supply of good water that
has revolutionised Mallee farming,
saving much water lost through
evaporation and seepage. It was
hoped this would result in increased

| write this on Monday 14 June

2021, the Queen’s Birthday holiday.

I had planned to join the Friends

of Wyperfeld National Park at their
annual camp in the park, but as in
2020, the camp has been cancelled
because of COVID In 2019 | was
ready to go; instead, as the result

of a fall, | spent the weekend in a
Melbourne hospital. | have visited the
park with the Friends every Queens
Birthday weekend since 1976, bar the
above and one other, which prompts
the question — how has the park
changed in 45 years?

Hindmarsh and Lake Albacutya and
SZIV¥S[ XLVSYKL 3YXPIX
park. But without successive years of
exceptionally high rainfall, this has not
happened. The long-term future of the
¥SSH TPEMR ZIKIXEXMSR
is uncertain.

Management Arrangements

For starters, in 1976, Outlet Creek was Management arrangements have

¥S[MRK MRXS XLI TEVO &MEERVMPEE REW] G'-dERf*r('H
JYPP ERH OEOI &VEQ|=VY4$”LEERI@”¥:r gers and sta
When the lakes dried out in 1978, ouses have been removed, including
the waterbirds moved away. Outlet the public payphone.

Vi 'Q LEW RSX ¥S[IH WMR &g hafk been enhancements in
Lake Hindmarsh to the south of the provision for visitors. Pit toilets have
TEVO aPPIH MR ERH beer'nzr}éﬁfadéﬁ with composting

RS SZIV¥S[ XL I. PEOIW M Ryjiés! Mrébl%é‘és remain but there are
have been empty. The Wimmera no longer rubbish bins.

Mallee Pipeline Project, completed in

2010, replaced 17,500 kilometres of The public tracks are gravelled. The
MRIJeGMIRX IEVXLIR GLE R®heel[diwe North/South Track is
kilometres of pipeline, providing a open, and in the north there is 2-wheel
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access to Snow Drift. The Ring Road
has been re-named the James Barrett
2EXYVID(VMZI

The park is exceptionally well interpreted.

¥S[ MR XLI ;MQQIVE 6MZIMn adBifond&td old Tykil Nature Walk

and the Mallee Walk there are the seven-
‘RildnetrevCrese Walkland the four-
kilometre Discovery Walk. Malleefow!
have this year worked the public mound
on the Mallee Walk. The Information
Cehxe, Spédedds BBIMr&ains open
24 hours a day with well-maintained
displays. It has solar lights, as have the
toilets and picnic shelter.

B en COVIDlockdowns, | was able
togy'slﬁ\@e gaYlﬁd% §ne day in April

this year. Everything at the Wonga
campground was immaculate. As | drove
the nine kilometres from the southern
park entrance the two most obvious
things were the proliferation (and good
health) of the Slender Cypress Pines,
and the paucity of kangaroos. In early
years there was a plethora of kangaroos
and rabbits which ate pine seedlings,
and old pines had a kangaroo browse-
line. Calicivirus had a big impact on
rabbits and control programs for rabbits

PHOTO: DONALD HOBERN, FLICKR CC

Clockwise from top left:

Much of the park is vegetated sand dunes
Malleefowl make their homes here
"MWMXSVW GER WII 6IKIRX 4EVV

Desert Banksia

Altercation between male kangaroos
Shingleback enjoying the warm weather
Wyperfeld is full of small details

and kangaroos are now keeping them in % FMK aVI MR
check. Whilst pines are now regenerating Wonga campground. Extensive
naturally, that is not happening with Buloke.  ‘fuel-reduction’ burns have been a

contentious issue.
The natural environment

Climate change is now generally
Wyperfeld is a national park, meaning that recognised, but long-time local farmer
its primary purpose is the preservation and ‘Jum’ Fuller says it is hard to say
protection of the natural environment and whether this is a factor because of the
MRHMKIRSYW ¥SVE ERH JEY RyariabiMyof Mévidie&clihfalé. X L |
use of the park by the public for enjoyment,
recreation or education is subsidiary to
that purpose. So how has the natural

environment fared in the last 45 years?

Dr. Joe Benshemish has been
studying Malleefowl! for many years.
He agrees that it is hard to discern
the effects of climate change when
rainfall is characteristically variable
in this semi-arid zone. Winter rain is
very important and it does seem to
be in steady decline. Malleefowl! are
doing well in small isolated patches.
Overall, in Wyperfeld they seem to be
holding their own with no discernible
trend, but there is a national decline
in Malleefowl! breeding of about two
per cent.

In 1976 the park was 53,558 hectares.
It is now 359,445 hectares, much of it
wilderness zones of the vegetated sand
dunes of the Big Desert. In the north
there were large additions to the park

in 1979 and 1991. The privately-owned
‘Pine Plains Lodge’ enclave remains, and
grazing ceased in 1996. The Hopetoun-
Patchewollock rail line through the

park closed in 1986. Outlet Creek in the
park has been proclaimed part of the

“MQQIVED,IVMXEKI 6MZIV Local entomologist Fabian Douglas

says resident and immigrant species
Fire is a natural and essential component
of the mallee environment, where
QER] aVIW EVI WXEVXIH F] PaémhaXdRRINERES noticed that some

FYVRX XBdssuth as the Rufus Song Lark, the

Diamond Fire Tail and the Grey Butcher
Bird are moving south.

Pest plants and animals are given
selective ongoing attention. The most
obvious plants are Horehound and
Paterson’s Curse. Feral animals are
rabbits, fox, dogs, cats, goats, European
Honey bees and wasps. Deer have been
sighted in the north.

Now is the time to visit —
COVID restrictions permitting

| have never seen the southern section
of the park in such good condition.
There is no better time to visit than
September to November. The spacious
Wonga campground does not have

HIeaRIH GEQTWMXIW FYX XLIV

room and it is suitable for caravans. An
alternative to camping is the Rainbow
Motel (phone number 5395 1060).
Camping is also available in the north of
the park via Patchewollock at Casuarina
campground and at the Snow Drift.

SJ XLI QSWX GSQQSR FY XCahp¥itd budkigag/is through the Parks
declining, but there are weird seasonal

Victoria website www.parks.vic.gov.au
or calling 131 963. ® PW
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OUR POPULAR MARINE CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECT IS EXPANDING, WRITEA.E MERTENS

Since 2018, hundreds of slug sleuths have recorded
nearly 200 species of sea slugs by the seashore around
Melbourne for our Sea Slug Census.

Now the search is set to expand across the state thanks to
a Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
Community Volunteer Action Grant.

Collaborating with Professor Steve Smith from Southern
Cross University’'s National Marine Science Centre, for the
past few years our ReefWatch program has engaged with
hundreds of divers, snorkelers and rockpool ramblers to

cryptic species of nudibranchs and other sea slugs during
their search, some of which the experts have very rarely (or
never) seen before.

While we recordedCeratosoma brevicaudatuman
impressive 142 times between April 2018 and March 2021.
Meanwhile 51 other species have only been seen once

in that time. Sea slugs are often considered to be “rare in
space and time”, but this is not true for all species. “Rarity”

to observe how climate change is impacting sea slug
populations over a short timeframe. Data from other Sea
Slug Censuses in NSW have documented southward
range extensions in dozens of sea slug species along
the east coast. Baseline data on sea slug distribution
and occurrence is important for tracking changes to slug
populations, such as range shifts due to warming waters.
So, every single slug photographed during a Census is a
valuable data point.

SJ E WTIGMIW EX E GIVXEMR TPEGI QE] EPWS FI MR¥YIRGIH F]

its life cycle, availability of food, and whether or not its
young are carried by the currents to new locations. Survey

aRH ERH TLSXSKVETL XLIWI JEW GM R E XrivetR¢dsQuiMritBandy ¥fldakeyy/ ¥y also impact how

The most commonly sighted slug in our Census records is
the lovely Ceratosoma brevicaudatum followed by Verconia
haliclona, Phyllodesmium serratum Doriopsilla carneola
and Tambja verconis These are all true nudibranchs, the
‘naked-gilled’ sea slugs, often brightly coloured and highly
sought after by underwater photographers. However,
divers and snorkelers have also found unusual, tiny, and
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often a species is recorded (just because something isn't
found during a single survey doesn’'t mean it is never
there), which is why we hold a Census here in Victoria
every three to four months, even in winter.

Sea slugs are considered bioindicators of environmental
disturbance due to their lifespans (usually less than
DQSRXLW ERH WTIGMEPMWIH HMIXW

The Melbourne Sea Slug Census was focused on Port
Phillip and Westernport bays, but with the encouraging
uptake from our ReefWatch program and the broader
community it started to expand and we began including
sightings of sea slugs from anywhere along the Victorian
coast. Some areas in the east and west of Victoria are
known hotspots for nudibranchs.

However, sightings coming in from the east and west of
the state have been patchy. The Victorian Government's

EPP S[MR K Commukty Bluhte®y Action Grant provides us with an

The most commonly sighted slugs in our Census
records are from left to right: Ceratosoma

brevicaudatum,Verconia haliclona, Phyllodesmium
serratum, Doriopsilla carneolaand Tambja verconis

FYI: Sea slugs often don't have common names, and
the ones that do aren’t much easier to remember

XLER XLIMV WGMIRXMaeGTRERIW JSV IN\EQT

verconis becomes Verco’'s Tambja). They're kind
of like dinosaurs in that regard — and yet everyone
remembers Tyrannosaurus Rex

opportunity to work closely with community groups, dive
clubs and other interested slug hunters to better resource
and support the regions. We will workshop with local
legends to identify more sea slug hotspots and better
cater our Census events to sea slug sleuths in eastern and
western Victoria.

Knowing that it's hard to plan in advance right now, we
are still hoping to hold another Victoria-wide Census in
October this year- our tenth to date! So, if you're in the east,
west or central coast of the state be sure to keep your eyes
peeled for these marvellous molluscs.e P\W

If you're interested in contributing to this citizen science

TVSNIGX JSV XLI seVWX XMQI ERH [ERX XS PIEV

nicole@vnpa.org.au. Otherwise, make sure you're subscribed
to our ReefWatch email list via vnpa.org.au/reefwatch/sign-up
for the latest updates on the Sea Slug Census, including
upcoming Census dates. You can also check outvnpa.org.au/
sea-slugs for tips on how to photograph sea slugs for

MHIRXMeGEXMSR ERH XS HS[RPSEH EPP SJ SY!
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lan Harris

lan was slightly built and neat, always
courteous, thoughtful, and quietly
spoken. Unlikely character traits for an
environmental warrior, perhaps, but
warrior he was. His passion for the
environment was driven by the power
of his intellectual rigour, and he also
understood that campaigning for the
environment can be a long, hard game.

During lan’s time at the helm of VNPA,
he was involved in some of those long,
hard, but ultimately successful campaigns.

He had always believed that the
organisation’s work was critical for
achieving a truly world-class national
park system in Victoria.

lan was there as the VNPA campaigned
successfully for the establishment of the

(1948-2021)

Melbourne) and Master of Environmental
Science (Monash University).

He was able to draw on this strong
grounding in the sciences when he
became a manager at the then Victorian
Department of Conservation and
Environment in the early 1980s. There he
was appointed Director of Flora and Fauna,
then Director of National Parks, and a
member of the Land Conservation Council.

He moved to the Environment Protection
Authority in the 90s, where he was

Director of Environmental Science and
concurrently the Victorian representative
HYVMRK XLI HIZIPSTQIRX S
National State of Environment Report.

The underlying theme of lan’s
professional life was his commitment

[SVPHMW oVWX RIX[SVO sf%%’\?%‘@?ﬂ‘%?(?}%@%‘ﬁe
environment.

parks, the creation of national parks in the
Box Ironbark forests, the creation of an
integrated Point Nepean National Park,
and an end to alpine cattle grazing.

Many who were active in those
campaigns have spoken about lan’s wise
counsel and heartfelt encouragement,
which meant so much when the task
seemed impossibly tough.

He was a very patient, persuasive man
and understood how to bring people into
meaningful consultation and decision
making. Importantly, he understood

the issues because he understood
XLIDWGMIRGI

lan had pursued his love for science
through university, graduating with
a Bachelor of Science (University of

During his time with the Lands Department
he was responsible for identifying and
cataloguing small ‘islands’ of remnant
bushland which were scattered all over
Victoria, and were critical hotspots for
biodiversity. These small patches of bush
were threatened by the active cultivation
and agriculture that surrounded them.

It is thanks to remarkable work by lan

and his colleagues that those endangered
areas are now permanently protected as
I&YWLPERH REXYVI GSRWI
and fauna reserves’.

Years later, he was to become involved
in the protection and good management
of all public land in the state as a
member of the Victorian Environmental
Assessment Council from 2011 to 2015.
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The environment was central to lan's
work at the City of Melbourne too, as
Head of Policy and Planning, Parks and
Recreation. He was a vital advocate

for urban parks and gardens and was
particularly involved in two major
projects: the development of a master
plan for the World Heritage-listed Carlton
Gardens, and planning for a $5 million
habitat, water treatment and recycling
wetlands in Royal Park; known as the ‘Trin
Warren Tam-boore Bellbird Waterhole’.

lan’s passion for the natural world and the
environment was lived out in his love of
bpishaliing. i joyging ey guand
exploring national parks. He was a keen
gardener and an enthusiastic traveller to
remote, less travelled places.

lan died in August this year after a battle
with cancer.

He is survived by his beloved wife Jillian,
much-loved children James and Fiona, and
grandchildren Ava, Erin, Aisling and Sam.

His lifelong contribution to the protection

SJ :MGXSVMEmMW aRIWX REXYVEP EVI
PEWXMRK QIQSVMEP XS E aRI QER

left the world a better place, but he will be
sadly missed by us all.

By Chris Smyth and Kate Baillieu

Vale Don Marsh

Don Marsh, a pioneer of revegetation
methods in Victoria, a founder of the

Friends of Organ Pipes National Park and a
member of the VNPA since 1969, has sadly
passed away. We hope to have a tribute to
Don in the December edition ofPark Watch

Thanks and
farewell

to Charlotte

AFTER 17 IMPRESSIVE YEARS AS
VNPA'S ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
CHARLOTTE KANDELAARSS MOVI

Many of you will have spoken to
Charlotte on the phone, and in pre-
COVID days she was always there to
welcome supporters, volunteers and
ZMWMXSVW XS XLI SJaGl

Charlotte was an extremely diligent
and hard worker, strongly committed
to protecting nature. Always very
caring, considerate, friendly, reliable
and up for a chat.

Some of Charlotte's fondest
memories from her time with the
organisation are working closely with
volunteers who gave up their valuable
time. While it was a lot of work,

R7
NG ON.

processing so many wonderful
donations and memberships
always reminded her of the
dedication and generosity of the
SNPA ZdMRfuWity. And Charlotte
will never forget the atmosphere of
camaraderie when she pitched in to
shepherd members at the ‘Shine a
light’ event at Wilsons Prom in 2013 —
where participants formed a human
sign ‘Hands off Parks!’ on the beach
in protest against development in
national parks.

wish her the very best for the future,
with more happy hours to spend

on her paintings. She will also be
continuing as a loyal Member of the
:24%DGSQQYRMX]

Many thanks to Charlotte for her
outstanding service to VNPA. We

At Home
In the Land

The Plenty-Yarra
Corridor

BY GEOFF LACEY.

PAPERBACK, 112 PAGES. RRP $24.

AVAILABLE AT READINGS
BOOKSHOP IN CARLTON,
AND FROM THE AUTHOR AT

'%{Wéég@uﬁinﬁ:e\b%du.au

Long-time VNPA Member and
campaigner Geoff Lacey packs a lot
of information, ideas and inspiration
into his new book’s 112 pages,
including 32 useful and attractive
colour photos and two maps. In

At Home in the Land: the Plenty-Yarra
Corridorlooks at the ecological
network or web of corridors north and
east of Melbourne that retain features
of the pre-European landscape and
continue to protect biodiversity.

Disappointment, he discusses the

EVIEmW oVl LMWXSV] EW [IPP
for water supply and timber. He

continues through Yan Yean to Plenty

Gorge Park and the Yarra, listing the

FMVH WTIGMIW XLEX VI¥IGX XI
from forest to basalt plains grassland,

and describes the great work of

Friends groups in restoring original

plants and landscapes.

Geoff stresses the importance of

Indigenous learning and spirituality

MR EHHMXMSR XS [IWXIVR WX]
knowledge, in particular the concept

of ‘dadirri’, an “inner deep listening and

quiet, still awareness of Country”.

An example is the Coliban Main
Channel from Malmsbury Reservoir
to Bendigo. Geoff describes its

PERHWGETI JIEXYVIW ¥S ¥ foBidctod&ulié fith thought-

and role in sustaining farmland. provoking sections on regenerating

XLl GMX] FYWL=aVIW ERH GSVE
p;l RITH XS aRH SYV TPEGI SRC(
after a long period of alienation”.

He then turns to the Plenty River
corridor and its connections to the
Yarra, Merri and Darebin corridors.

Travelling south from Mount Review by Michael Howes
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TIPS AND TRICKS FOR GETTING IN TO NATURE

OIEVRMRK XS MHIRXMJ] [MPH¥S[IVW XEOIW XMQI ERH TVEGXMGI 8LI FIWX XLMRK [I GER HS [LIR [I EVI WXEVXMRK MW XS FI E GPSWI
SFWIVZIV 3RGI [I ORS[ XLI JIEXYVIW SJ ¥S[IVW [I GER EPWS FIKMR XS PIEVR XS MHIRXMJ] XLIQ

IWI XLI EGXMZMXMIW SR XLMW TSWXIV EW E KYMHI XS JYR [E]W XS KIX XS ORS[ [MPH¥S[IVW ]SY GSQI EGVSWW SR ]SYV RI\X EHZIRXYVI

Does it have petals? How many? ;LEX WMAL MW XLI ¥S[IV# What colour are the petals What other colours are there on the
(if it has petals)? ¥S[IV | K WXMKQE WX]PI| ERXLIVW
ERHEePEQIRXW#

You can repeat the activity as many
times as you like.

LEX HSIW ]SYV ¥S[IV JIIP PWHatlsize is the plant it is growing on? ,S[ QER] ¥S[IVW EVI SR XL| ;EXGL ]SYV ¥S[IV JSV E JI[ QMRYXIEVI QER] [MPH¥S[IV FS
What do the leaves feel like? Are there WEQIETPERX# Is anything coming to visit it? some councils produce guides to local
any hairs growing on the leaves? plants of the areas, which can be found

online if you search. While they are

usually not a complete guide to all of

these species, if you have one of these

for your location it is a great starting

point. If you have paid close attention

XS XLI JIEXYVIW SJ ]JSYV ¥S]

70IXGL XLI XST WMHI SJ ]S Drawéesdittdre of the underside of +MZ1 JSYV ¥S[IV E REQI -X B&archzénistientist. Photograph your i ina h easier
ISYVE¥S[IV a name that describes its features, a ¥S[IV ERH YTPSEH MX xS xLI TPSEEMOs kek :
name that poetically describes it, or a app*. There may be people out there =SYmPP RIIH XS GVIEXI E T\
REQI NYWX JSV JYR 7SQI |[ MioteanSdentifyit for you. M2EXYVEPMWX FYX ]SY QE]
have names such as Running Postman in an exciting world of discovering,
and Flying Duck Orchid! learning about and contributing to
our understanding of nature through
]JSYVDMQ@EKIW
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